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Inside Stories

Schrom Hills Fall 

Fest, p.16

GVFD members 

honored, p.13

See STOP SIGNS, page  12

What Goes On

Monday, October 19
7:30 p.m., City Council Work-
session: Save-As-You-Throw 
Mid-year Review, Municipal 
Building
Wednesday, October 21
No Council Meeting

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more in-
formation.

See TREASURER, page  11

See BALLOT, page  10

See UTOPIA, page  11

At the September 14 Greenbelt 
City Council meeting, City Man-
ager Josué Salmerón introduced 
Greenbelt’s new City Treasurer. 

“Today’s a great day,” said 
Salmerón. “I’m really excited to 
welcome our new city treasurer, 
Maisha Williams.” 

Williams, who comes to Green-
belt fresh off her role as city man-
ager for New Carrollton, boasts 
an extensive resumé.

“I come with over 35 years 
of professional experience in the 
f inance realm,” Williams told 
council. A wife, mother and 
grandmother, Williams started 
her career in the private sector. 
She took a brief foray into non-
profit work before finding her 
niche in the world of municipal 
government.

Williams has been the trea-
surer of her sorority for the past 
13 years. She is also president of 
her daughter’s PTA, though her 
daughter is “not happy about it,” 
she joked.

“So now I go back to just 
my city manager duties,” said 
Salmerón, smiling. While the city 
was between treasurers, he juggled 
financial duties with his own re-
sponsibilities as city manager.

A couple of weeks into her 
tenure, on Friday, October 9, Wil-

Stop sign v iolations have 
dropped by 37 percent since 
Greenbelt installed cameras at six 
specific locations in the city in 
March. The city has not yet bro-
ken even on the program, Police 
Chief Richard Bowers told the 
News Review this month. 

Three months of data from 
the program show weekly viola-
tions have dropped from around 
22,000 to 14,000 between early 
April and mid-September, Bow-
ers said. These violation numbers 
include all who do not stop, in-
cluding those going 1 to 3 miles 
per hour, who are not ticketed. 
This non-ticketed buffer is meant 
to encourage safer driving rather 
than create revenue, Bowers said.    
Drivers going 4 mph or more 
through the stop signs are cited; 
those over 9 mph are considered 
high-level violations. All citations 
are issued a $40 fine, regardless 
of speed. 

Bowers believes the encourage-
ment of safer driving is working, 
as shown by the reduction in 
violations and changes in driving 
behavior around the city. “Look-
ing at the reduction in violations, 
even just driving around the city, 
if you spend a lot of time driving 
the streets here, you will see peo-
ple drive differently,” Bowers said. 

As we reported last week, 
there are 10 county questions on 
the ballot. To read about the char-
ter amendments, see the article 
in the October 8 issue. Below is 
information on what to expect 
from the five remaining questions, 
which are all “bond issue” ques-
tions, meaning they request autho-
rization to borrow money. These 
questions will appear labeled F to 
J on the ballot.

F. $67,306,000 for Community 
College Facilities

The county is requesting to 
borrow money by issuing bonds 
of up to $67,306,000 to pay for 
the “design, construction, acquisi-
tion, improvement or repair of 
Community College Facilities.”

The seven projects associated 
with this funding are: Southern 
Region Campus; Lanham Hall/
Dukes Student Center Parking 
Garage; College Improvements; 
Renovate Marlboro Hall; Dr. 
Charlene Mickens Dukes Student 
Center; Bladen Hall Renovation; 
and Chesapeake Hall Renovation 
and Addition.

G. $140,089,000 for Public 
Works and Transportation

The county seeks to borrow 
money by issuing bonds of up to 
$140,089,000 to pay for “roads, 
bridges, parking lots and mainte-
nance facilities.”

This weekend’s 22nd annual 
Utopia Film Festival presents 
Greenbelt with 44 films. They 
range from a five-minute U.S. 
short directed by a middle school-
er to an 88-minute Paraguayan 
feature about a search.

“Our motto is seeking a bet-
ter world through film, and since 
2005, that’s what we aim to do,” 
said Frank Gervasi, the festival’s 
manager of operations. “We try 
to do whatever we can to make it 
better for everybody.” 

Breaking News

Judge Stays Closing of BARC
by Carol Griffith 

In a 40-page order issued October 13, U.S. District Judge 
Vince Chhabria of the Northern District of California ordered 
defendants USDA and Secretary Brooke Rollins and their o൶cers 
and agents to stay from closing or consolidating the resources of 
any Agricultural Research Service (ARS) laboratory or facility 
including the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center (BARC). 
The defendants are further prohibited from relocating or reas-
signing the employees or their positions or functions for any such 
ARS laboratory or facility to di൵erent or new locations outside 
the local commuting area. 

The order states that, as proposed, “USDA’s o൶ce closures 
and employee relocations are likely to cause the union plainti൵s 
imminent and irreparable harm … These plaintiffs represent 
thousands of USDA employees who now ‘face the impending 
loss of their jobs, wages, and health bene¿ts, because they cannot 
relocate far from their home.’”

The order applies also to the Food and Nutrition Adminis-
tration; the Research, Education and Economics mission area; 
Foreign Agricultural Service; Rural Development; the Farm Pro-
duction and Conservation mission area; the O൶ce of the General 
Counsel and the O൶ce of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. 

The defendants were to notify all a൵ected USDA employees 
by email and by posting the order on the USDA Reorganization 
website within two days. 

Election 2026

Bond Questions on the Ballot
by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Sharing Worldwide Art Through 

Film: The 22nd Utopia Film Fest
by Rachel Kebler

Stop Sign Violations Decrease,
Though Still Around 2,000 Daily

by Claudia Stuart

New Treasurer Maisha Williams

Stresses Transparency, Efficiency
by Cassie Whyte

Greenbelt's new City Treasurer 
Maisha Williams

Average weekly violations since March 2026

Movie poster for Lenore
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The projects 
that  fa l l  un -
der this fund-
ing are titled: 
Street Lights & 
Traffic Signals; 
Bridge Repair 
& Replacement; Curb & Road 
Rehabilitation; Bus Mass Transit/
Metro Access; Street Tree Re-
moval & Replacement; Bridge 
Replacement — Sunnyside Avenue; 
Bridge Replacement — Livings-
ton Road; Bridge Replacement 
— Brandywine Road; Developer 
Contribution Projects ; Bridge 
Replacement — Governor Bridge 
Road; Transit Oriented Develop-
ment Infrastructure; Bridge Re-
habilitation Federal Aid; Bridge 
Replacement — Chestnut Avenue; 
Emergency Repairs — Roadways 
& Bridges; Brandywine Road & 
Md. 223 Intersection; Town of 
Upper Marlboro; Planning & Site 
Acquisition; and Sidewalk Infill 
and Repair.

The bridge on Sunnyside Av-
enue was recently replaced but 
is among the list of projects to 
be funded by this bond issue put 
forth in the county council’s bill 
(CB-055-2026) for borrowing to 
finance capital projects for public 
works and transportation facilities 
this year. A closer look at this 
project in the county’s budget re-

veals that it is one of four public 
works and transportation proj-
ects the county reports as “sig-
nificantly complete” that are still 
contained within the FY 2027-32 
proposed capital improvement 
program and budget. The four are 
the bridge replacement at Sunny-
side Avenue, Contee Road recon-
struction, bridge replacement at 
Temple Hill Road and the Mary-
land Purple Line. Those “four 
projects are significantly complete 
but remain in the budget for 
closeout,” states the Public Works 
and Transportation Section of the 
FY 2027-2032 Proposed Capi-
tal Improvement Program and 

Locations
Bowers said the cameras are 

located in pedestrian-heavy areas. 
Five of the six cameras installed 
showed a decrease in violations: 
Southway at Ridge Road, Ridge 

Road at Gardenway, Ridge Road 
at Laurel Hill Road, Springhill 
Drive at Edmonston Road and 
Springhill Drive at Cherrywood 

liams spoke to the News Review 
about her background, her hopes 
for Greenbelt’s finances and what 
she values most about working in 
public service. 

Equipped with a bachelor’s de-
gree in accounting from Howard 
University and a masters degree 
in business administration from 
Troy State University, Williams 
has racked up about a decade’s 
worth of experience in local gov-
ernance. 

During her time in New Car-
rollton, she served as director 
of finance and accounting for 
five years. She then transitioned 
to assistant city administrative  

http://greenbeltmd.gov


Page 2             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW            Thursday, October 15, 2026

Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887

Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)

ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)

website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com

HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 

treasurer; Carol GrifÏth, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.

-  Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classi¿ed ads with payment only.
-  Tuesday 6 p.m. Classi¿ed ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available. Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 

may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 

external ofÏce door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Editor 

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external ofÏce door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF

Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Larry Beyna, Laura Bonkosky, Jerry 

Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, Maurice Crawford, Deanna 

Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Hannah Frasure, Anne Gardner, Elizabeth 

Gardner, Jon Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Carol GrifÏth, 
Nick Hall NH, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, Butch 

Hicks, Peggy Higgins, Erica Johns, Jeႇ Jones, Tom Jones, Jennifer Jurling, Lesley 
Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Mary Kokumo, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, Linda 

Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer, Anne Marigza, Cathie Meetre, Mary 

Moien, Diane Oberg, Sieglinde Peterson, Rebecca Rackis, William Ralbovsky, Julie 

Rapp, Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois 

Rosado, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, David Shapiro, 

Mark Sherman, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Lynne Slater, Christopher 

Stark, Beth Terry, James Thompson, Nancy Tolzman, Jeႇ Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, 
Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliႇ.

Le�ers Policy during Elections
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not 

guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300 words 
(shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and space 
constraints. The News Review may add a comment from the editor 
if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical address 
and telephone number. Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to be withheld.

The News Review will not print letters endorsing candidates. The 
News Review will not print a letter raising a new issue the week 
prior to election day, when no other party would have a chance to 
respond. 

SHOWTIMES: 
OCTOBER 16th - 22nd

Sense and Sensibility
(PG) (CC) (DVS) (2026) (131 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Sat. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM

Sun. 2:00 PM (OC)
Mon. 5:00 PM (OC)

Tues. 6:40 PM
Wed. 6:40 PM

Thurs. 6:40 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Sun. 5:20 PM
Mon. 2:20 PM

Ha-Chan, Shake Your Booty!
(R) (CC) (DVS) (2026) (122 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Sun. 5:00 PM (OC)
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 7:40 PM
Sat. 7:40 PM

Mon. 5:20 PM
Tues. 5:00 PM
Wed. 7:25 PM

Thurs. 7:25 PM

The Work in Progress
 (NR) (2026) (90 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sun. 11:30 AM
Mon. 2:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:20 PM
Sat. 5:20 PM

Tues. 7:55 PM
Wed. 5:00 PM

Thurs. 5:00 PM

Utopia Film Festival
Prince George's County 

International Film Festival
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Sat. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Sat. 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sun. 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Story & Photograph Submissions
We welcome your stories and photographs about all things 

Greenbelt. While publication is not guaranteed, your submissions 
help us cover more of what goes on. Stories will be copyedited. 
Remember to include captions and identify people in photographs. 
See the information box on this page for publication deadlines and 
how to submit materials. 

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Sense and Sensibility
From Focus Features and Working Title comes an irresistible 

new take on Jane Austen’s iconic Sense and Sensibility: a charming, 
witty and deeply relatable story of love and sisterhood starring Daisy 
Edgar-Jones and Esmé Creed-Miles. Said critic Derek Smith of Slant 
Magazine, “What makes the film a fresh, if not altogether revelatory, 
take on the material is the intimacy and sincerity with which it pres-
ents Elinor and Marianne’s parallel journeys.”

Ha-Chan, Shake Your Booty!
Haru and Luis love competing in Tokyo’s ballroom dance scene, 

but after tragedy strikes, Haru withdraws into isolation. When friends 
coax her back to the studio, she develops an infatuation with the 
new instructor. “In Josef Kubota Wladyka’s Ha-Chan, Shake Your 
Booty! the co-writer/director tells a beautifully relatable story of life, 
love and loss with some Fosse-quality dance numbers and just the 
right amount of whimsy,” said critic Glenn Garner of Deadline.com.

The Work in Progress
The Work in Progress is a searching portrait of America at a 

moment of profound uncertainty, and a hopeful exploration of what 
we owe one another as our country faces unprecedented challenges. 
Inspired by Robert Reich’s curiosity and humanity, it is a testament 
to the power of listening, civic engagement and the belief that our 
shared future is still ours to shape. The film begins with Prof. Reich 
asking: “What do we owe each other?” What follows is a journey 
to find out.

Utopia Film Festival
To see a list of films, show times and to purchase tickets, visit 

utopiafilmfestival.org/films.

Editorial

Big Bucks Come from Pennies

Thanks to Co-op and Its Patrons
The cashiers at the Co-op Supermarket ask shoppers if they 

would like to round up their total to the nearest whole dollar. Many 
do. And each month, the Co-op presents a check representing the 
amount of all those small round-up transactions to a Greenbelt 
organization.

In September, the designated recipient organization was the Green-
belt News Review (GNR), which received a check for $3,112.88.

To all the shoppers who made that round-up decision, you have 
our thanks. A small amount, less than a dollar each transaction, 
given by many throughout the month, added up to a sizable sum. 
To the Co-op for initiating and continuing this program, from one 
cooperative to another, our heartfelt thanks!

And to all Co-op members, come to the annual meeting Saturday 
morning to vote on the 12 organizations that will be round-up re-
cipients next year. That is, vote for the News Review and 11 other 
worthy contenders.

GNR President Pat Scully and Editor Anna Bedford-Dillow accept the 
check from Co-op employees at the Co-op’s Roosevelt Center entrance. 
Front, from left, Scully, Co-op staff member Keristen Calebaugh, 
Bedford-Dillow and Co-op staffer Rachel Quinton. Back row from left, 
Co-op staffers Rodney Torrey, Elan Spector, Teddy Lawrence, Jeremy 
Ehrenreich, Roberto Sanchez, Raul Baptiste and Richard Burgos.
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LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

http://newsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
http://Deadline.com
http://utopiafilmfestival.org/films
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Community Events

More Community Events 
are located throughout 

the paper.

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt! Try Our New Menu & Drinks!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

HOURS OF OPERATION VARY. SEE NEWDEALCAFE.COM FOR UPDATES. 
REMEMBER TO TIP OUR PERFORMERS - IT’S THE ONLY WAY THEY’RE PAID!

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 10/15 FRI 10/16 SAT 10/17 SUN 10/18

The Classic Jam with 
The Low Rent Quartet 

6:30 - 9:30pm 
Leans towards the 

blues, but other styles 
are fine

The Sandra Dean 
Band 

8 - 11pm 
Fresh interpretations of 
classic rock, blues and 

soul

NO OPEN POETRY THIS MONTH 
UTOPIA FILM FESTIVAL 

10am - 5pm 
Pepper featuring Jesi 

Terrell 
8 - 11pm 

Upbeat, funky blues

UTOPIA FILM 
FESTIVAL 
10am - 8pm 

www. 
uptopiafilmfestival.org

MON 10/19 TUES 10/20 WED 10/21 TH 10/22 New Deal Cafe
UTOPIA FILM 

FESTIVAL. continues 
6:30 - 9pm 

For list of films: 
Utopiafilmfestival. 

org 

NDC Open Mic w/ 
Joey CampÞre

6 - 9:30pm
Sign ups begin at 

6:15pm;
Open Mic starts at 

6:30p

PUB QUIZ
7 - 9pm

Bring a team or 
form one!
Test your 

knowledge

Lulu’s Fate 
7 - 9pm 

Talented trio 
performing a mix of 
traditional bluegrass

THE TIME IS NOW! 
DONATE OR 
BECOME A 

MEMBER OF THE 
NDC! 

See link below*

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Library Special Event:
Paying for School 

On Wednesday, October 21 at 
6 p.m., there will be a workshop 
at Greenbelt Library on paying 
for college or technical school. 
The cost of education can feel 
overwhelming, but understanding 
options can make the process 
easier. This workshop will help 
families explore the financial side 
of planning for college or other 
educational pathways, including 
student loans, scholarships, grants 
and other funding opportunities. 
Teens are encouraged to attend 
with a parent or guardian. The 
workshop is presented by the 
agent and f inancial wellness 
educator from the University of 
Maryland Extension, a statewide, 
nonformal education system 
within the College of Agriculture 
and Natural  Resources and 
the Universi ty  of  Mar yland 
Eastern Shore. To find out more 
information about their programs 
visit extension.umd.edu or umes.
edu. Register for the workshop at 
pgcmls.info/event/16785283.

Reel & Meal Screens
Four Art Films Monday

Join Reel and Meal at the 
New Deal Café on Monday, Octo-
ber 19 at 6:30 p.m. for four films 
celebrating art’s power to connect, 
heal, express and challenge.

Rose — A French short about 
an autistic child whose imagina-
tion bridges emotional distances 
at home and school.

She Is Not Here — A 15-min-
ute Iranian film about a 9-year-old 
girl who copes with witnessing 
her mother’s arrest through her 
drawings.

The Best Little Tiny Park in 
Texas — A nine-minute celebra-
tion of whimsical public art and 
the creative community spirit of 
Austin, Texas.

Lenore Thomas Straus — A 
40-minute film by Greenbelt di-
rector Susan Gervasi about the 
radical New Deal sculptor who 
created Greenbelt’s Mother and 
Child statue, illustrated the Con-
stitution’s Preamble at the Com-
munity Center and drew the FBI’s 
attention during the Cold War 
Red Scare.

The screenings are hybrid: in-
person at the Café and via Zoom. 
Those unable to attend in person 
can register to watch via Zoom at 
tinyurl.com/ReelMeal2026. Reel 
and Meal is a monthly film series 
focused on environmental, social 
justice and animal rights issues. 
While the film is free, New Deal 
Café attendees can purchase din-
ner.

Golden Age Club 
Next Meetings

The Golden Age Club meets 
on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

The following is the schedule 
for the rest of October.

October 21, Bingo
October 28, October Birthday 

Potluck (bring a dish to share).

Greenbelt VFD Auxiliary
Yard Sale November 7

The Greenbelt Volunteer Fire 
Department Auxiliary will hold 
its popular Indoor Community 
Yard Sale on Saturday, Novem-
ber 7 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
125 Crescent Road. Come help 
support the fire department and 
ladies’ auxiliary. Refreshments as 
well as homemade baked goods 
will be available for purchase.  
Tables are still available to rent.  
See the classified ad for further 
details. The social hall has acces-
sible entrances.

Empty Bowls Supper 
Nov. 1 at St. Hugh’s

The Empty Bowls Supper, 
which has supported Greenbelt 
charities for more than 20 years, 
will be held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 1 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Hugh of Grenoble Catholic 
Church. The St. Hugh’s Food 
Pantry is this year’s recipient. The 
Greenbelt Pottery Group works 
year-round making 200 pieces 
of pottery to contribute to this 
project.  

The menu features a beauti-
ful hand-crafted bowl, soup/chili, 
bread, dessert and a drink. There 
will be musical entertainment dur-
ing the dinner.

Tickets should be purchased 
now. For information, contact 
Mary Ann Tretler at mary_tretler@
yahoo.com or 240-517-7559.

Solar Storms Show 
Monday, October 26

In place of a regular monthly 
meeting, the Astronomical Society 
of Greenbelt has been invited to 
view NASA’s new Solar Storms 
planetarium show on Monday, Oc-
tober 26 at 5 p.m. at the Howard 
B. Owens Science Center, 9601 
Greenbelt Road. The presentation 
celebrates 20 years of solar obser-
vation by NASA’s Solar Terrestrial 
Relations Observatory (STEREO) 
mission.

This presentation is free and 
open to the public, but registra-
tion is required by close of busi-
ness October 20. Go to forms.gle/
nSQjrbCmvNkCMpru5.

Emancipation Day
Celebration Nov. 7

On Saturday, November 7, 
honor the 162nd anniversary of 
Emancipation in Maryland. At-
tend a program at 2 p.m. in the 
Community Center featuring the 
Washington Revels-Jubilee Voices, 
the Voices for Peace and a spo-
ken word performance by Osaze 
Murray, Prince George’s County 
Youth Poet Laureate for 2026.

Join the Greenbelt Black His-
tory and Culture Committee, 
the Recreation Department, the 
Greenbelt Museum and Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness 
(RUAK) in this special celebration 
of Freedom and Peace. Admission 
is free. For more information, 
email blackhistoryandculturegb@
gmail.com.

St. Hugh’s Annual
Christmas Bazaar

St. Hugh’s Annual Christmas 
Bazaar will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. on Saturday and Sun-
day, October 17 and 18. There is 
something for everyone: vendors, 
toys, white elephant sale, bake 
sale, holiday baskets, raffle, prizes, 
lunch and more.

Admission is free.

Art Share October 18
Brings Artists Together

Artists of all experience levels 
are invited to participate in a free 
Art Share from 2 to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, October 18 at the Com-
munity Center, Room 113, hosted 
by the Recreation Department 
Arts Program. Artists can bring 
one to three pieces in any medi-
um for discussion at this monthly 
meetup. This activity is intended 
for teens and adults.

Registration is not required, 
but participants are encouraged 
to sign up to receive communica-
tions about this series at sugeni.
us/eytm.

City of Greenbelt arts pro-
grams are supported in part by 
the Maryland State Arts Council. 
For additional program informa-
tion, visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts. 

Wild Rumpus Takes
Over Roosevelt Center

Join the Greenbelt Recreation 
Arts Program for a free Hallow-
een party for kids and kids at 
heart. The Wild Rumpus takes 
place on Friday, October 30 start-
ing at 4:30 p.m., rain or shine. 
Enjoy performers on the plaza, 
trick-or-treating with the Roose-
velt Center merchants and a free 
screening of Toy Story of Terror 
at the Greenbelt Cinema at 5:45 
p.m. Wear a Halloween or cosplay 
costume or other fancy dress. (No 
gore or violent imagery.)

Sign up to participate in a 
community dance number at 
sugeni.us/UYjs. Volunteers are 
also welcome starting at 3:30 
p.m.; sign up at sugeni.us/UYV6.

Greenbelt House Tour   
Seeks Festive Homes

Greenbelt Rotary Club is host-
ing its first Greenbelt House Tour 
on Saturday, November 28. The 
tour is a fundraiser for the club’s 
community activities. Three par-
ticipants have already commit-
ted, and the club is seeking a 
few more, with plans to include 
five or six homes. The club will 
select homes based on interest-
ing renovations and upgrades 
and/or festive holiday decor for 
whatever seasonal holiday is cel-
ebrated in the home. Apartments 
are welcome! The club expects 
to finalize the home selection by 
October 15. 

Homeowners or renters in 
Greenbelt East, Center or West 
who would like to be considered 
should respond at tinyurl.com/
y5zp2rze. To learn more about 
the tour and Greenbelt Rotary’s 
community service activities, see 
greenbeltrotary.org. 

CHEARS Garden Days
Meet your neighbors and make 

friends at three events.
CHEARS Three Sisters Gar-

den West and Food Forest Work 
Day, Saturday, October l7 from 9 
a.m. to noon, behind Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center. Volun-
teers are welcome to do some 
maintenance of the food forest 
new plantings and pull some 
invasive Porcelain Berry plants. 
Contact Carolyn Lambright-Davis, 
lambrightdavis@yahoo.com, for 
more information.

Three Sisters Center Garden 
Work Day, Saturday, October 
24, 10 a.m. to noon, behind the 
Community Center. Volunteers 
welcome to help plant cover crops 
and do fall garden cleanup. Meet 
at the flagpole by the circle. 

There will be a Plant-based 
Pot Luck and Fire Cider Work-
shop on Wednesday, October 28 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Learn to make 
a fire cider recipe, developed by 
herbalist Rosemary Gladstar. This 
delicious tangy tonic can be used 
for making braises, marinades, 
roasted vegetables, soups, vinai-
grettes and other savory dishes. 
The program is free; bring food 
to share at 
the Commu-
nity Center 
dining room. 
Use the QR 
code to reg-
ister. 

Scan to register

Greenbelt Chess Club
Meets on Tuesday 

The Greenbelt Chess Club 
will meet on Tuesday, October 20 
at the Youth Center from 6:30 
to 8:50 p.m. The club welcomes 
people of all ages and skill lev-
els. To be added to their mailing 
list, go to tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m 
and complete the brief form. 
Email questions to 
greenbeltchessclub@
gmail.com.

At the Library  
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m.

Storytimes
Tuesday, October 20, 12:15 

p.m., ages 2 to 3, Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/17235548.

Wednesday, October 21, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/17137764.

Thursday, October 22, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/17137873.

Storytime on Screen 
Monday, October 19, 10:30 

a.m., ages 1 to 5 and their care-
givers. At Greenbelt Cinema. 
No unaccompanied children or 
adults. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/17158730.

Build with Legos
Monday, October 19, 4 p.m., 

ages 5 to 12. Build, create and 
explore with Legos. With plenty 
of pieces and endless possibilities, 
kids can let their imaginations 
take the lead in this freestyle 
building session. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/17184065.

Craft and Create 
Thursday, October 22, 2 p.m., 

ages 13 to 18. Sketching: un-
leash creativity while learning 
new crafting skills. With step-
by-step guidance, create some-
thing unique and have fun along 
the way. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/17530359.

http://extension.umd.edu
http://umes.edu
http://umes.edu
http://tinyurl.com/ReelMeal2026
mailto:mary_tretler@yahoo.com
mailto:mary_tretler@yahoo.com
mailto:blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com
mailto:blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com
http://sugeni.us/eytm
http://sugeni.us/eytm
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://sugeni.us/UYjs
http://sugeni.us/UYV6
http://tinyurl.com/y5zp2rze
http://tinyurl.com/y5zp2rze
http://greenbeltrotary.org
mailto:lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
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Obituaries
The News Review publishes 

obituaries of Greenbelt resi-
dents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  We try to include 
information about participa-
tion in various activities and 
organizations, where the per-
son lived and something about 
the family.  A photograph and 
service information should be 
included.  There is no charge.

A hearty welcome to the new 
City Treasurer, Maisha Williams.

Congratulations to Kathryn 
Reynolds and Lynn Dobbin of the 
Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment & Rescue Squad and its La-
dies Auxiliary who were honored 
for their service and dedication 
during the 104th Prince George’s 
County Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
Association & Ladies Auxiliary 
Convention and our thanks to 
firefighter/EMS Lisa Ray who 
received the Volunteer EMS Cap-
tain George H. Linnell Award for 
Excellence in EMS.

Congratulations to Greenbelt 
Police Department’s Rachel Tobin 
and Master Police Officer Rakibur 
Rahman who have been recog-
nized by the Police Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation of Prince George’s County 
as Civilian of the Year and Offi-
cer of the Year, respectively.

Congratulations to the Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School girls soc-
cer team. In their last 10 games 
the Raiders have only conceded 
one goal and have a good chance 
of going to the county champion-
ship game for the fourth time in 
five years.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

"When a thought of war comes, oppose it by a stronger 

thought of peace. A thought of hatred must be destroyed by 

a more powerful thought of love."  – ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org

Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Yael Fischman

Mishkan Torah
10 Ridge Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 474-4223

www.mishkantorah.org

A welcoming, inclusive, and friendly 

synagogue offers something for everyone:  

young, old, single, married, and 

both Jewish and interfaith families.

Services at 8:00pm Friday and  
9:45am Saturday in person and on Zoom

For more information, visit MishkanTorah.org or call 301-474-4223 

A Dual-Affiliated Reconstructionist and Conservative congregation

10 Ridge Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Core Values from Romans chapter 8.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors

Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

Maffay Funeral,
Celebration of Life  

L ong t ime 
Greenbel t e r 
Russell Maf-
fay’s funeral 
will  be held 
on Monday, 
November 9 
at 10 a.m. at 
St .  Hugh of 
Grenoble Catholic Church in 
Greenbelt, with interment at 
11:30 a.m. at the Greenbelt 
Cemetery. A celebration of life 
will be held in Grenoble Hall 
after the burial. In the spirit 
of Russell’s giving nature, the 
family requests no f lowers, 
but welcomes donations to St. 
Hugh’s Food Pantry.

Russell Maffay
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To highlight World Polio Day 
on October 24, Greenbelt will 
host two events to raise awareness 
and funds for eradicating polio 
worldwide. Mass vaccination ef-
forts that began in the 1980s have 
reduced wild polio cases by 99.9 
percent since then. Polio remains 
endemic in only two countries, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Event 
participants can contribute to 
eradicating the last 0.1 percent, 
through contributions that will 
be tripled by a two to one match.

Rotary District 7620 of Cen-
tral Maryland and Washington, 
D.C., will host a 1 to 5K walk/
run at Schrom Hills Park from 
9:30 to 10 a.m. and a Community 
Center program from 11 a.m. to 
12:15 p.m., including a polio 
survivor’s perspective, Rotary In-
ternational’s PolioPlus eradication 
program and the link between 
peace and childhood vaccinations. 

Polio Then and Now
Polio’s effects range from  

asymptomatic to temporary or 
permanent paralysis, meningitis 
and death. Recovered survivors 
may later experience post-polio 
syndrome, with muscle weakness 
and pain, breathing and swallow-
ing problems and fatigue.

In the first half of the 20th 
century, many countries experi-
enced annual outbreaks, which in 
the U.S. peaked at over 21,000 
cases in 1952.  Mass vaccination 
has eradicated polio except in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, where 
22,000 annual cases in the early 
1990s have decreased to six, ac-
cording to a 2026 report.

Rotary and Polio
Rotary International (RI) 

marked its 75th anniversary in the 
1970s by deciding to fund and 
seek international service projects. 
The 1979 announcement of the 
worldwide eradication of small-
pox led to RI’s polio focus and 
partnering with the Philippines on 
a five-year effort to vaccinate all 
Filipino children against the virus. 
Success there led to creating RI’s 
worldwide PolioPlus program in 
1985.

PolioPlus funds local workers 
who vaccinate children and the 
purchase, refrigeration, transport 
and storage of the oral polio 
vaccine. No medical training is 
required to put vaccine drops in 
a child’s mouth, making more 
people capable of the role. Paki-
stan alone has 413,000 vaccina-
tion workers who reach families 
door-to-door, at bus and train 
stations and on buses and trains, 
sometimes with polio survivors 
to stress the vaccination’s impor-
tance. 

Afghanistan and Pakistan are 
challenging environments for vac-
cinations, but the two countries 
coordinate simultaneous vaccina-
tion campaigns, which in April 
2026 vaccinated 44.8 million 
Pakistani and 12.8 million Af-
ghan children, according to the 
Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
(GPEI). Such synchronization ad-
dresses the single epidemiological 
environment created by porous 
borders. 

PolioPlus reports having vacci-
nated over 3 billion children since 
1985, as a member of the GPEI 
which includes U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
UNICEF, the Bill Gates Founda-
tion, RI and Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance. The Gates Foundation 

Fundraiser Here Contributes
To Worldwide Polio Eradication

by Erica Johns

Vaccination workers administer polio drops in Hyderabad, Pakistan in 
May 2026.
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matches every PolioPlus dollar 
with two dollars, tripling every 
contribution to PolioPlus. GPEI 
has set 2029 as its goal to eradi-
cate polio.

October 24
Greenbelt’s October 24 events 

blend Rotary’s commitments to 
building peace and ending polio, 
because polio survives where war 
and instability keep health work-
ers from reaching children. RI 
promotes peace through fostering 
understanding, peace education 
and investing in sustainable solu-
tions to conflict around the world.  
Because peace also depends on 
meeting basic human needs, RI 
programs also include fighting 
disease, maternal and child health, 
water and sanitation, basic educa-
tion and literacy, economic and 
community development, and the 

environment. Greenbelt Rotary 
Club focuses on food insecurity, 
driver education, community build-
ing and the environment.

Register  or  contr ibute at 
tinyurl.com/3twnm9fb or use 
the QR code. A $25 minimum 
contribution 
p r o v i d e s 
a c c e s s  t o 
both events 
and will be 
matched 2 
to 1.

World Polio Day 
Events

Saturday, October 24
9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Peace & Polio 1 to 5K walk/
run, Schrom Hills Park, 6915 
Hanover Parkway. Rain loca-
tion: Community Center gym, 
15 Crescent Road
11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
World Polio Day Program & 
Celebration, Community Center 
Room 201, 15 Crescent Road
A local polio survivor’s per-
spective, PolioPlus education, 
the link between peace and 
childhood vaccinations, fellow-
ship and opportunities to sup-
port Rotary’s ongoing world-
wide polio eradication effort.

Community Church  
Hosts Donation Drive

Greenbelt Community Church 
is hosting a donation drive on 
Saturday, October 24 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and Sunday, October 25 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. be-
hind the church located at 1 Hill-
side Road. All funds raised are 
donated to nonprofits in this area. 
This year they will be donated to 
a project for improving literacy 
of school children in Greenbelt.  
Last year’s two drives each raised 
over $600.

Items collected include cloth-
ing, footwear, housewares (includ-
ing small appliances), bedding 
(no pillows) and towels, books 
(no encyclopedias, dictionaries 
or text books), clean toys, DVDs 
and CDs. 

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
http://tinyurl.com/3twnm9fb
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MEETINGS FOR OCTOBER 19 - 23

Monday, October 19 at 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION - SAVE-AS-YOU-

THROW MID-YEAR REVIEW, Council Chambers

Tuesday, October 20 at 7 pm, REPARATIONS COMMISSION, 
Council Chambers, On the Agenda: Discussion on the Suggested 

Remedies, Report Update, Announcements

Wednesday, October 21 at 6:30 pm, ADVISORY PLANNING 

BOARD, Greenbelt Community Center, On the Agenda: Council 

Liaison Updates, Discussion: Economic Development Manager Jessica 

Mailander - Welcome, Key Updates, and Looking Ahead, Staff Updates

Wednesday, October 21 at 7:30 pm, PARK AND RECREATION 

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING, Virtual, On the Agenda: TBD

Wednesday, October 21 at 7:30 pm, NO MEETING - ADVISORY 

BOARD / COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Thursday, October 22 at 7 pm, FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY 

BOARD, Public Works Facility, On the Agenda: TBD

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 
or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. 
For con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For 
information on public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings 
calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

Follow the City of Greenbelt on Facebook and Twitter  
@cityofgreenbelt! For City information and events, visit 

www.greenbeltmd.gov

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

TRUNK OR TREAT 
Friday, October 30 from 7-9 pm 

Beltway Plaza Rear Parking Lot, 6000 Greenbelt Road

Join the Greenbelt Police Department for its annual Trunk or Treat, 
a safe and festive Halloween event for Greenbelt families. Kids can 
dress up, explore decorated trunks, collect candy, and enjoy an 
evening of community connection with GPD and event partners.

Decorated vehicle candy distribution includes partnerships with 
Franklin Park, Mission BBQ, and more. The Greenbelt Pumpkin 
Festival carving will take place alongside the event. 

Come in costume, bring a bag, and enjoy a spooktacular evening with 
your neighbors. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

GREENBELT PUMPKIN FESTIVAL 2026

Friday, October 16 from 4 - 8:30 pm 

Roosevelt Center

Join fellow Greenbelters at Roosevelt Center on Friday, October 16, 
from 4 - 8:30 pm for the annual pumpkin carving event. Watch the 
community transform pumpkins into festive creations, then come back 
the following evening to see them light up the forest.

Saturday, October 17 from 6 - 9 pm 

The North Woods

On Saturday, October 17, from 6 to 9 pm, take a stroll through the 
North Woods and experience the Pumpkin Walk, a beloved Greenbelt 
tradition featuring hundreds of carved pumpkins lining the wooded 
path. The walk is gentler and more family-friendly from 6 - 7 pm, with 
spookier sights after 7 pm.

ELECTRONICS, STYROFOAM, & PAINT RECYCLING 
Saturday, October 24 from 9 am to 12 pm 

Public Works Yard, 555 Crescent Road

Electronics Recycling - Accepted: CPUs, monitors, keyboards, mice, 
printers, laptops, recording equipment, speakers, scanners, surge 
protectors, cameras, telephones, radios, DVD players, VCRs, fax 
machines, wires, power cords. NO - ALKALINE BATTERIES or CFLs;  
NO - TUBE TVs.

Expanded Polystyrene - White, block Styrofoam #6. NEW: egg 
cartons and food trays!

NO PAINT RECYCLING IN OCTOBER

Contact Public Works at (301) 474-8004.

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts 
for more information and many 
other opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a 
weekly e-newsletter, at www.
greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx

Fused Glass Jewelry 10/24, 
11am-12:30pm & 12:30-1:30pm 
(Greenbelt Community Center). 
Fused glass is the art of melting 
colored glass into art pieces. 
Register for section one to make 
2 pieces of fused glass art or for 
both sections to make 4 pieces. 
Registration required; see page 
31 of the fall activity guide for 
details - www.greenbeltmd.gov/
activityguide.

Wild Rumpus Dance Number 

and Volunteer Call (Greenbelt 
Community Center.) Be part 
of Greenbelt Recreation's 
annual Halloween celebration 
in Roosevelt Center (10/30)! 
Sign up at https://sugeni.us/UYjs 
to participate in a community 
dance number and at https://
sugeni.us/UYV6 to volunteer at 
the event! 

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• Art Share (meet-up) 

10/18; 2-3pm (Greenbelt 
Community Center) Sign 
up: sugeni.us/eytm

• November Artful 

Afternoons 11/1,1-2 
& 2-3pm (Greenbelt 
Community Center); 11/8, 
1:30-2:30pm (Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center) 
Sign up: sugeni.us/UemM.

Registration required for the 

following activity, see www.

greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide, p.22 

for details

• Lego Printmaking 

(Greenbelt Community 
Center) 10/23, 5:30-7pm. 
$5/$10

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

In the City of Greenbelt, we 
remain committed to embracing 
and celebrating the diversity 
of all. As our nation undergoes 
change, feelings of pride, 
uncertainty, and even fear 
may arise. Yet, we stand ¿rm 
in the pledge that has de¿ned 
Greenbelt since its inception 
and will not falter.

Learn more at https://www.
greenbeltmd.gov/government/
know-your-rights-immigration-
resources.

CONSTRUCTION NOTICE: 

ROOSEVELT CENTER CROSSWALK REPLACEMENT

The City of Greenbelt Public Works Department will begin replacing 
crosswalks in Roosevelt Center on October 7, with work expected to 
take approximately two to three weeks, weather permitting.

Residents, businesses, and visitors may experience temporary 
pedestrian and traf¿c impacts, including changes to pedestrian routes, 
parking, and vehicle circulation. Businesses will remain accessible, 
and visitors are encouraged to follow posted signs and use caution 
around active work areas.

For more information, contact publicworks@greenbeltmd.gov or call 
(301) 474-8004.

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend 
community organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken 
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after 
being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the 
respective organization directly.

* VOLUNTEER * VACANCIES * 
APPLY FOR A COMMITTEE 

OR BOARD TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an excellent 
opportunity to engage with your 
community and make a difference. 
Choose from a number of committees 
& boards such as the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Advisory 
Committee on Trees, Arts Advisory 
Board, Board of Appeals, Community 
Relations Advisory Board, Employee 
Relations Board, Ethics Commission, 
Forest Preserve Advisory Board, 
Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Sustainability, Park 
and Recreation Advisory Board, 
Tenant Advisory Board, or Youth 
Advisory Committee and make a 
difference in Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 
these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

APPLY TO JOIN THE TENANT ADVISORY BOARD!

The City of Greenbelt is seeking residents interested in serving as the 
¿rst members of the newly established Tenant Advisory Board. This 
new advisory board will provide recommendations to the City Council 
on matters affecting tenants and rental housing within the City of 
Greenbelt.

Serving on the Tenant Advisory Board is an excellent opportunity to 
share your perspective and help shape the future of rental housing in 
Greenbelt. As one of the board’s ¿rst members, you will help establish 
a new avenue for tenant voices to be heard in City government.

Be part of the beginning! Apply today to help shape Greenbelt’s new 
Tenant Advisory Board.

Call (301) 474-8000.

FEATURED PETS

NINA
 

Ready for Adoption?  

Call (301) 474-6124

2.5-year-old Nina has been at the 
shelter since April and is hoping to 
¿nd her forever home (or castle). Nina 
would prefer to be the queen of her own 
home, without any other pets or children 
who might have trouble respecting her 
boundaries. However, once Nina warms 
up to you, she is a sweet, laidback 

lovebug who enjoys head scratches, tasty treats, and perching in the 
highest spot in the room to survey her kingdom!

If you’re interested in adopting nifty Nina, please email animalservices@
greenbeltmd.gov or call 301-474-6124 for more information.

GREENBELT CARES PROGRAMS

SENIOR DRIVER SAFETY PRESENTATION
Thursday, October 22, 7- 8 pm 

Virtual

Join us for an engaging, one-hour seminar designed for older drivers, 
families, and caregivers. This interactive session provides practical 
strategies to help seniors drive safer, stay con¿dent behind the wheel, and 
maintain independence longer.

FREE MEDICARE PLAN REVIEWS
October 15 – December 7, Monday–Thursday, 10 am – 4 pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

Get a tailored plan analysis for your prescription needs. 2027 plan rates 
will be available during this window. All plan choices must be made during 
this open enrollment window.

WHAT TO BRING: A list of your prescriptions and the dosage for each 
medication.

CAREGIVER APPRECIATION EVENT 

Saturday, November 7, 11 am - 4 pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, Ground Floor East, 15 Crescent Road

Offering haircuts and styling, hair braiding, make up, massages, 
reÀexology, and acupuncture.

EMERGENCY DIAPER DISTRIBUTION
November 2,  11 am - 4 pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

Birth certi¿cates are required for EVERY child receiving diapers at 
EVERY pickup, including returning families.

Registration required each month.

To register for CARES programs:

Call: 202-891-8071, Email: cherrera@greenbeltmd.gov

THE WILD RUMPUS 
Friday, October 30, 4:30 - 6 pm 

Roosevelt Center

Wear your Halloween or cosplay costume* or other fancy dress, and 
join the celebration! Enjoy performers on the plaza followed by trick-
or-treating with the Roosevelt Center merchants and a short ¿lm at the 
Greenbelt Cinema. No pre-registration required. All ages welcome! 
Rain or shine.

*No gore or violent imagery, please; thank you for helping to create a 
peaceful, playful, and welcoming atmosphere for all participants.
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Take care of your health close to home. 
Luminis Health offers comprehensive  
care for your family’s mental and  
physical well-being to help you live  
your healthiest life. 

Now welcoming new patients at  
Luminis Health Primary Care Greenbelt. 

7501 Greenway Center Drive

12th Floor, Suite 1200, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

Primary Care for 
Prince George’s 
County

Mahmoud Doski, MD 

Layne Lesnau, NP 

Ijeoma Nwogu, MD  

Aruna Paspula, MD 

Ali Baloch, MD

Sufia Syed, MD 

Call 301-927-0088 or visit  

Luminis.Health/PrimaryCareGreenbelt  

to schedule an appointment.

A challenge for Greenbelters 
with pollinator gardens is how to 
leave the vegetation in place after 
it dies back so the next genera-
tion of bees, butterflies and moths 
doesn’t get thrown out with yard 
waste — and still have a decent-
looking yard.

In fall and winter, these gar-
dens are nurseries for pollinators 
we don’t even know are there, 
from eggs to caterpillars to pu-
pae. They’re hidden or disguised 
so well that we don’t see them 
spending the winter in fallen 
leaves, stems and leaves of dead 
plants and the soil around them. 
Others are disguised as leaves 
hanging from plants. They emerge 
in late spring — if only we’d let 
them, instead of throwing them 
out with yard waste during au-
tumn cleanups.

To keep both the neighbors 
and pollinators happy with yards 
(or even potted balcony plants) 
that look presentable while still 
serving as winter nurseries, con-
sider the ideas below when the 
growing season is over.

Surround plants with attractive 
borders, so they look purpose-
ful and organized when they die 
back. Leave the leaves that have 
fallen from trees, but contain 
them as mulch in the bordered 
areas, placed loosely so they don’t 
smother pollinators overwintering 
in the soil.

Leave dead or dying plants 
standing, if possible, but if not, 
leave 12 to 24 inches of the 

Keep Pollinator Nurseries in Winter

Gardens from Becoming Yard Waste
by Susan Cahill

stalks, to provide hollow stems 
for native bees to lay eggs and 
shelter in. The cut tops also serve 
as nests; loosely stack them along 
the backs of hedges or shrubs to 
hide them from view.

Keep grassy sections between 
the bordered plants trimmed.

Let the neighbors know this 
habitat will produce the butter-
f lies, bees and moths that pol-
linate plants, enabling them to 
produce seeds and many of our 
fruits and vegetables in the com-
ing year.

And consider leaving this 
year’s spent vegetation even longer 
than next spring, instead of bag-
ging it up. Some native bees, for 
example, need more than a year 
to develop into adults. Meanwhile, 
the slowly decaying vegetation 
they hide in will enrich the soil 
with nutrients.

With pollinator gardens gaining 
popularity in Greenbelt, autumn 
is likely to bring more complaints 
from residents who mistake gold-
enrod, an important pollinator 
plant, for ragweed, a prolific al-
lergen producer that blooms at 
the same time. Cutting down 
goldenrod mistaken for ragweed 
is a big and unnecessary loss to 
pollinators like native bees and 
butterflies. These insects play a 
key role in enabling many plants 
to grow seeds and important food 
crops we eat.

While  most  f lowers have 
stopped blooming as cold weather 
nears, goldenrod f lowers keep 
producing the late-season nectar 
and pollen those insects need to 
eat in order to survive the winter. 
They store it as food for their 
overwintering young or eat it 
themselves, to fatten up for hiber-
nation. But ragweed flowers don’t 
contain nectar, and the pollen 
ragweed makes, in huge amounts, 
is lighter than goldenrod’s, so it’s 
easily picked up and carried away 
by the wind, including into our 
noses and eyes.

Both plants are a couple of 
feet tall or more. To tell them 
apart, look at the flowers. Gold-
enrod’s small f lowers are show-
stopping bright yellow and form 
graceful sprays along the top end 
of the stem. Ragweed’s hardly 
look like flowers, but more like 
small, dull green buds all season. 
Or look at the leaves running 

Goldenrod or Ragweed? One Is
Important Plant for Pollinators

by Susan Cahill

along the stems. A type of gold-
enrod that’s sometimes mistaken 
for ragweed has leaves that are 
a couple of inches long or more; 
fairly skinny and straight, with 
pointed ends; and edges that are 
either smooth or slightly toothed, 
like a saw. Ragweed leaves are 
fancier, with each splayed out in 

Goldenrod blooms in Mary Lou Williamson's yard on September 16, 2026.
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a “cut-out” pattern reminiscent of 
a lacy fern’s frond.

Bicycle Commi�ee’s   
Fall Social, October 24

Join the GHI Bicycle Com-
mittee and Greenbelt’s bicycle 
community to share bike packing 
experiences at the Fall Social on 
Saturday, October 24 from 1 to 
3 p.m. in the GHI board room,  
1 Hamilton Place.

Refreshments will be served. 
This is also the semi-annual gear 
swap. Bring in gently used gear 
and grab some items that are 
“new to you.”

For questions or more infor-
mation, email John Campanile, 
jbelltower@yahoo.com.

mailto:jbelltower@yahoo.com
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ST. HUGH’S ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

 
 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
October 17th and 18th 

9:00 AM-2:00 PM 
 

SHOP WELL • EAT WELL • LEAVE HAPPY 
  

VENDORS, TOYS, CRAFTS, JEWELRY, PLANTS, 
DOOR PRIZES, RELIGIOUS ITEMS, FOOD, 

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE, BAKE SALE, 
FUN & MORE 

 
ST. HUGH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH • 135 CRESCENT RD • GREENBELT MD 20770 

 
 

EMPTY BOWL SUPPER

Sunday, Nov. 1.  4:30-6:30 at 
St. Hugh’s Church Grenoble Hall

Sponsored by Greenbelt Pottery Group and
St. Hugh's Ladies of Charity

Bene�ts St. Hugh's food pantry.
Beautiful hand-crafted bowl, soup/chili, bread, 

dessert and drink.
 Musical entertainment. Eat and enjoy.  
$35 donation. Purchase tickets now. 

Contact Mary Ann Tretler
at mary_tretler@yahoo.com 

or 240 517-7559.

Council News

The Greenbelt City Council’s 
September 28 meeting covered 
council activities and decisions in 
addition to creation of a Tenant 
Advisory Board (see October 8 
issue).
Claims of Unfair Labor Practices

In his administrative report, 
City Manager Josué Salmerón 
updated council on recent actions 
taken by the city in response to 
claims of managers’ unfair labor 
practices made by employees of 
the Department of Public Works 
at the September 14 council meet-
ing (see the September 24 issue).

Responding to a question 
about the process for arbitra-
tion and next steps, Salmerón 
described a memo that council 
and others will receive from the 
city’s solicitor. In that memo, the 
solicitor will respond to several 
questions raised by Public Works 
employees on September 14. The 
city also asked the American Ar-
bitration Association (AAA) to 
recommend an arbitrator to work 
with the employees and the city 
to address the problem. “We’re 
working through a list [received 
from AAA] on selecting an im-
partial arbitrator to investigate 
the [unfair labor practices] com-
plaint,” Salmerón stated. “[Once] 
we have our hearing, there will 
be a 30-day waiting period until a 
decision is rendered.”

Salmerón expected that, after 
the September 28 meeting, he 
would find out what upfront fees 
the city will need to pay for the 
hearing. The hearing is expected 
to take place by the end of Oc-
tober and, after the 30-day wait-
ing period, the issue should be 
resolved in November.

Salmerón also expected to 
meet with the city’s attorney on 
September 29 to finalize a pub-
lic statement that will be issued 
to all employees. “I understand 
that the message I delivered at 
our last council meeting made 
its rounds to all the employees 
at Public Works,” Salmerón said. 
“I was very clear about what the 
expectation is of all our managers 
and staff.”

Actions Taken 
Council appointed Katherine 

Siniuk to serve on the Forest 
Preserve Advisory Board and re-

In a September 30 Greenbelt 
City Council worksession, the 
Community Relations Advisory 
Board (CRAB) discussed over-
hauling the biennial community 
questionnaire and adding digital 
multilingual welcome signs at city 
entrances. 

The meeting took place at the 
Municipal Building, lasted 90 min-
utes and brought various issues 
up for discussion with the board 
and council.

Community Questionnaire 
The community questionnaire, 

which is distributed with city elec-
tion materials each cycle, is meant 
to present Greenbelt residents 
with an opportunity to express 
their thoughts on specific issues. 
But Mayor Emmett Jordan shared 
his concern with past question-
naire initiatives and was eager to 
hear what CRAB had in mind 
following their review, which had 
been requested by council.

“I know that the city man-
ager [Josué Salmerón] and several 
members of council are really in-
terested in rethinking the whole 
process,” Jordan said. “There’s 
better methodologies out there 
than asking people at the polling 
place to fill out a questionnaire. 
You only get a sample of the 
population — you miss a lot of 
people that way.”

The board concurred, saying 
they had unanimously agreed 
the questionnaire should be over-
hauled. CRAB proposed a town 
hall as an outlet for community 
input in the questionnaire. They 
sought to clarify their own role in 
reviewing it and the timeline for 
doing so. 

Assistant City Manager Tim 
George said the referral to CRAB 
began with questions from the 
Reparations Commission and 
others about adding more de -
mographic questions and oth-
ers to make the questionnaire 
more meaningful. George noted 
the current format was yielding 
less relevant data over time and 
pointed out the election timing 
was potentially awkward.

“Every two years isn’t very 
helpful,” George said. “Especially 
when you go across [the Covid-19 
pandemic], how do you compare 
the data pre- and post-Covid? So 
one of the ideas that we had … 
was to do it as an annual survey, 
and then … the survey could 
change a little bit more.”

George suggested town halls 
for input and questions from 
council be part of an overhaul. 

Council’s September 28 Meeting
Covers Wide Array of Topics

by Larry Beyna

Questionnaire Redesign, Welcome 

Signage Considered at Worksession
by Peter Kelly

“The hope would be that the sur-
vey provides some real guidance 
for the budget,” he said.

Councilmember Kristen Weav-
er suggested fewer questions that 
are tied to actionable items and 
are asked more frequently.

George suggested that making 
the survey digital would allow for 
easier access, reaching more than 
just people who go out to vote in 
person. The data would also be 
easier to aggregate if digital, said 
George.

The most recent archive of 
questionnaire responses on the 
city’s website is from 2023 when 
748 residents completed the 
survey. Compared to the 2,685 
Greenbelters who voted in the 
2023 election, 27.9 percent sub-
mitted a response to the commu-
nity questionnaire.

However, both board and coun-
cil agreed that a complete reform 
would be very difficult to imple-
ment before the next election in 
2027. Councilmember Danielle 
McKinney suggested CRAB cre-
ate a draft of a smaller survey of 
fewer questions, and George sug-
gested a draft would be needed by 
the spring in order to have time 
for town halls before the election.

Welcome Signs
The board also discussed a 

proposal to incorporate welcome 
signs in Greenbelt. The initial pro-
posal that came in 2024 suggested 
up to 10 languages, to ref lect 
Greenbelt’s diversity. The board 
noted potential locations at parks, 
on Greenbelt Road, Kenilworth 
Avenue and Cherrywood Lane.

“I think it’s a great idea,” said 
Councilmember Silke Pope. “It’s 
a welcoming gesture for our city, 
[because] our city is welcoming 
to everyone.”

The choice of additional lan-
guages to be used on the signs 
was still up for debate, but CRAB 
said they had narrowed them to 
Spanish, French and Mandarin 
as the most frequently spoken 
languages within the city.

Since the initial proposal of 
welcome signs, CRAB has con-
sidered the possibility of more dy-
namic signs, which might be digi-
tal. While digital signage is easier 
to update, some negatives brought 
up included high cost and light 
pollution. Pope suggested signage 
that fits with nature would be best 
at Greenbelt’s parks. Councilmem-
ber Amy Knesel questioned if a 
digital sign matched “Greenbelt’s 

appointed Benjamin Friedman to 
the Advisory Planning Board.

Council approved a special 
event permit and temporary sus-
pension of the fire code for the 
upcoming Pumpkin Walk on Oc-
tober 17, which will involve using 
burning candles in the pumpkins.

Mayor Emmett Jordan pro-
claimed September 15 through 
October 15 as National Hispanic 
Heritage Month and retroactively 
proclaimed September 26 as Na-
tional Public Lands Day.

Council adopted an ordinance 
to adjust the approved revenues 
and expenditures in the General 
Fund for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2026. In response to 
changes that occurred during 
the year, including a decrease in 
revenues, expenditures decreased 
from an approved $40,149,100 to 
an actual $38,407,286. The net ef-
fect of this adjustment was a sav-
ings of $968,110 during FY 2026.

Council adopted a resolution 
in which Greenbelt joined Prince 
George’s County and others to 
urge Congress to pass H.R. 5356, 
establishing a noncommercial Na-
tional Infrastructure Bank (NIB). 
If established, the bank would be 
capitalized with a $5 trillion re-
volving loan fund and would lend 
money to local, regional and state 
governments to fund critical in-
frastructure projects. If Greenbelt 
needs to borrow money to fund 
a certain infrastructure project, a 
loan from the NIB would be an 
additional option for doing so.

Council adopted a draft letter 
from Jordan to the Maryland De-
partment of Transportation regard-
ing the department’s draft Con-
solidated Transportation Program 
(CTP) for fiscal years 2027-32. 
In the letter, Jordan reiterates the 
city’s appreciation for the CTP’s 
continued inclusion of a full in-
terchange at the Greenbelt Metro 
Station and the state’s support 
for locating the FBI headquar-
ters in Prince George’s County. 
The letter also praises the CTP’s 
$6.4-million increase for prelimi-
nary engineering of Segments 2 
and 3 of the U.S. 1 Baltimore 
Avenue project and an $11 mil-
lion increase in funding for the 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Related 
Projects & Transportation Alterna-
tive Program. Jordan also restates 
the city’s strong opposition to any 
alternatives that involve widening 
I-495.

In Jordan’s letter, the city re-
quests CTP funding for planning 
and engineering for the MD 193 
— Greenbelt Road Streetscape Im-
provement project and Segments 
1-4 of the Greenbelt East Trail.

Finally, the city reaffirms sup-
port for construction of the Mary-
land Transit Administration’s Pur-
ple Line, the state’s program for 
Zero Emission Buses and Prince 
George’s County’s Local Bus 
Program and Locally Operated 
Transit Systems.

By a 5 to 2 vote (with Coun-
cilmembers Fritz and Pompi in 

See WORKSESSION, page  8

See COUNCIL, page  8
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Open Letter to Greenbelt

As a Greenbelt resident and parent, I’ve had many conversations with 

neighbors about the questions we all share. Do we trust our local 

schools? Do we need to consider moving? How do we navigate the 

school lottery? This year’s transportation failures have only deepened 

those concerns.

 One Board of Education candidate has the experience and the 

passion to address these issues with the urgency they deserve: Dr. 

Caroline Decaire-Goldin.

 I’ve known Caroline for years. We met when our daughters were 

at the same daycare here in Greenbelt. After one conversation, you 

can tell she’s kind, genuine, and incredibly passionate about education. 

But our friendship is not why I’m voting for her. Caroline belongs on 

the Board because she has taught in our classrooms, advocated for 

our students’ needs, and championed District 2 families. She brings 

over 15 years of experience in education at all levels.

 She is already �ghting for us while we are without a Board member. 

After one of the worst back-to-school years in memory, especially for 

families at Robert Goddard Montessori and Dora Kennedy French 

Immersion, Caroline gathered community input and brought it to the 

Board in public testimony.

 What stood out to me was that she understands the realities of 

being a teacher, the toll a crisis like this takes on educators who are 

too routinely asked to go above and beyond, and that solutions come 

from those most impacted by decisions. That’s why she brought our 

community’s concerns to the Board and also told them to listen to 

the bus drivers and teachers a�ected by the school system’s failure 

to prepare. She then hand-delivered a letter to Dr. Joseph on behalf 

of families who couldn’t attend the Back-to-School ice cream social 

because their buses weren’t arriving in time.

 She is doing all of this without institutional backing, while working 

full-time as a state education policy leader and raising two young 

kids. Caroline is an advocate, educator, and mom, and a voice that is 

desperately needed on the Board.

 I am proud to vote for someone who has been quietly and steadily 

championing a more just education system for over 15 years. Please 

visit www.carolineforpgcps.com to learn more about Caroline and 

get involved. I truly believe that after one conversation with her, you’ll 

agree she should represent District 2.

Sincerely,

John Stephenson

Authorized by Friends of Caroline Decaire-Goldin

Dr. Darin Simmons Jr., Treasurer
PAID AD

COUNCIL continued from page 7

WORKSESSION continued from page 7

values about the environment.”
Jordan noted there’s current-

ly no money in the budget for 
welcome signs but suggested re-
search into costs and putting 
them on the wish list for grants. 
He capped the issue by recom-
mending the board coordinate 
with the Advisory Planning Board 
and hold a joint meeting.

Community Pledge
CRAB prepared recommenda-

tions for changes to the com-
munity pledge which is read at 
council meetings. The proposal is 
to be placed on a future council 
agenda.

Story Walk
The Story Walk near the 

Greenbelt Museum was also dis-
cussed after a recent survey col-
lected public opinion, with con-
cerns including aesthetics and 
safety. General consensus among 
CRAB and council was not to in-
terfere with the current setup and 
its management by the Library, 
which will maintain it, following 
the end of the city’s American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant 
that created the pilot. CRAB 
noted that the survey showed 

the Story Walk was reaching its 
intended audience, families and 
children.

Finally, the board spoke about 
broader community engagement 
strategies and how to unite the 
three sections of the city. CRAB 
recommended partnering with 
nonprofits and faith-based groups 
and noted funding was an issue. 
They also hope to reach more 
youth. Several councilmembers 
suggested pop-up outreach on 
popular events like the Labor Day 
and Fall Festivals.

Peter Kelly is a University of 

Maryland student at the Philip 

Merrill College of Journalism writ-

ing for the Greenbelt News Review.

the minority), council rejected a 
motion to contribute $350 from 
its Council Miscellaneous Fund 
to Greenbelt Cinema for the up-
coming October Cinema Classics. 
During the discussion, a council-
member broached the idea that, 
given tight budget constraints and 
time being of the essence, funding 
for the October Cinema Classics 
might best come from personal 
contributions of those individual 
councilmembers who prefer to go 
that route, instead of tapping into 
the Council Miscellaneous Fund. 
A few other councilmembers ex-
pressed reservations about even 
discussing or, worse, deciding to 
use personal contributions at the 
meeting, as it could set a prec-
edent for people or groups need-
ing financial assistance to appeal 
directly to councilmembers.

Council authorized Salmerón 
to approve a contract for $94,622 
with Persona Services Group to 
procure and install a new digital 
marquee system for the Green-
belt Cinema. Under the contract, 
which will use funds from the 
city’s ongoing $300,000 bond bill 
for improvements to the Greenbelt 
Cinema, the digital marquee sys-
tem, manufactured by Watchfire, 
will replace the current marquee.

It took the city over a year to 
obtain required approval for the 
new marquee from the Maryland 
Historical Trust. With that ap-
proval, the architectural integrity 
of the historic cinema will be pre-
served. The new marquee will 
be safer than the current one, 
because workers will no longer 
have to climb a high ladder and 
manually change the lettering. If 
all goes well, installation of the 
new marquee will be completed 
by Christmas.

Council authorized the city 
manager to execute a $57,949 
contract with GHA Technologies, 
Inc. for the purchase of IT hard-
ware. The acquisition will replace 
outdated systems and replenish 
the city’s hardware inventory 
needed for operations throughout 
the budget year.

Council delayed until its next 
meeting the authorization of pay-
ment of $1,884 for annual dues 
to the Prince George’s County 
Municipal Association (PGCMA). 
Several councilmembers reiterated 
their desire (expressed months 
ago in an unanswered letter to 
PGCMA) to learn more about 
how the PGCMA spends its 
funds from members’ annual dues.

Beltway Plaza is starting to feel the spirit of Halloween.
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Free String Quartet
Concert of New Works

The string section leaders from 
the Greenbelt Community Or-
chestra, Susan Stewart, Anne 
Gardner, Rachel Alexander and 
Lauren Starosta, will perform 
as the Nebula String Quartet on 
Saturday, October 24 at 3 p.m. at 
the Old Parish House, 4711 Knox 
Rd, College Park.

The concert will be the U.S. 
premiere of Global Composer 
Project 3 Café Gherkinforke and 
will consist of 15 short new piec-
es by composers from around the 
world. These pieces will be per-
formed as a suite in each of the 
represented countries, including 
Australia, Finland, the U.K., Es-
tonia, Kosovo, Norway, Germany 
and Argentina.

This U.S. performance is free 
and open to the public. A recep-
tion will follow, along with the 
opportunity to talk with one of 
the composers. For more informa-
tion, visit sites.google.com/view/
nebulaquartet.

Kids Discovery Center 
At Patuxent Refuge

The Discovery Center at the 
Patuxent Research Refuge offers 
learning activities and crafts for 
children ages 3 to 10 with an 
adult, Wednesdays through Satur-
days except on federal holidays. 
Sessions start at 10 a.m., 11 a.m. 
and noon, lasting 35 minutes. 
October’s theme is Bats.

Registration is strongly recom-
mended. Call 301-497-5772. Visit 
fws.gov/refuge/patuxent-research/
patuxent-visitor-center for more 
information.

ERHS Music Fall  
Fruit Fundraiser 

Orders for the Eleanor Roo-
sevelt High School Music fruit 
fundraiser must be placed by Sun-
day, November 1 at tinyurl.com/
ERHSFruits. The distribution date 
is Friday, November 20 between 
5 and 7 p.m. The pick-up area 
is in the lower parking lot. Drive 
toward the entrance to the foot-
ball field at the service road that 
enters the back of 
the school building 
to get to the distri-
bution location. 

http://www.carolineforpgcps.com
http://sites.google.com/view/nebulaquartet
http://sites.google.com/view/nebulaquartet
http://fws.gov/refuge/patuxent-research/patuxent-visitor-center
http://fws.gov/refuge/patuxent-research/patuxent-visitor-center
http://tinyurl.com/ERHSFruits
http://tinyurl.com/ERHSFruits
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RotaryRUN TO END POLIO

WALK FOR PEACE

Rotary District 7620 hosts a World Polio Day and Peace program in 
Greenbelt , MD about Rotary commitments to building peace and 

eradicating polio.

Saturday

October 24, 2026

9:30-10:30 a.m.
1-5K walk/run
Schrom Hills Park

6915 Hanover Parkway

Rain location: 
Community Center gym

15 Crescent Road

11:00 a.m. -12:15 p.m.
World Polio Day

program

Greenbelt Community 
Center, room 201
15 Crescent Road

$25 fundraiser

tinyurl.com/
3twnm9fb

OCTOBER GENERAL

BODY MEETING

OCTOBER GENERAL

BODY MEETING

ROOSEVELT DEMOCRATIC CLUB

S U N D A Y ,  O C T  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6S U N D A Y ,  O C T  1 8 ,  2 0 2 6

� Greenbriar Terrace Room
7600 Hanover Parkway, Greenbelt, MD

WWW.ROOSEVELTCLUB.COMWWW.ROOSEVELTCLUB.COM

2:00 - 4:00 PM2:00 - 4:00 PM

Join us for our October General Body Meeting!
We will have a guest speaker and discuss the

upcoming midterm elections. 

October Cookout Reminder: Please join us at our
annual cookout, which is scheduled for October 25th

at 2:30 PM. We will be at Schrom Hills Park. We'll
bring the burgers and hot dogs, just bring a dish to

share with the group.

Residents  passing by the 
Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Cen-
ter (GAFC) on the evening of 
September 9 may have noticed an 
unusual sight in the pool. Kayaks 
were tipping over, paddlers were 
disappearing beneath the water 
and cheers occasionally erupted 
from the pool deck. There was 
no cause for alarm. Instead, mem-
bers of Venture Crew 746 were 
participating in a hands-on kayak 
safety and skills training session 
designed to build confidence and 
prepare them for future adven-
tures on the water.

The training was organized 
by Venture Crew 746 with the 
generous assistance of GAFC 
Supervisor Stephen Parks and 
local kayaking enthusiast and 
expert consultant Bill Cornett. 
Their expertise and instruction 
provided Crew members with a 
unique opportunity to practice 
essential paddling techniques in 
a controlled environment.  The 
evening began with one of the 
most important safety skills every 
kayaker should master: the wet 
exit. Crew members learned how 
to safely exit a kayak after a cap-
size while remaining calm and in 
control. After becoming comfort-
able with intentionally overturning 
their boats, participants moved 
on to learning how to re-enter a 
kayak while still in the water, a 
valuable self-rescue technique that 
can make a significant difference 
during real-world paddling situa-
tions.

For many participants, simply 
climbing back into the kayak 
proved to be an exciting chal-
lenge. Yet several Crew members 
were eager to take their skills 
even further. Under the guidance 
of the instructors, they began 
learning the fundamentals of the 
kayak roll, the advanced maneu-
ver that allows a kayaker to right 
both themselves and their kayak 
without exiting the boat. With 
practice, determination and a few 
unsuccessful attempts, participants 
experienced the thrill of returning 
to an upright position after being 
completely submerged. Beyond 
teaching technical skills, the train-
ing also reinforced the importance 
of preparation, safety and team-
work. Crew members encouraged 
one another throughout the eve-
ning, celebrating successes and 
helping fellow paddlers overcome 

Venture Crew 746 Makes a Splash
With Kayak Training at GAFC

by Jonathan Murray

apprehension about being upside 
down underwater.

The event showcased one of 
the many opportunities that Ven-
ture Crew 746 provides for lo-
cal youth interested in outdoor 
adventure, leadership and skill 
development. Activities like kayak-
ing challenge participants to step 
outside their comfort zones while 
learning valuable techniques that 
can be applied during future expe-
ditions. Venture Crew 746 extends 
its thanks to Parks, the GAFC 
staff and consultant Cornett for 
their time, expertise and support 
in making the session possible.  

Venturing is open to adven-
turous youth ages 14 through 
20 who are eager to learn new 

skills, explore the outdoors and 
take part in exciting experiences 
with fellow youth. Venture Crew 
746’s upcoming activities include 
indoor rock climbing, backpack-
ing, crabbing and camping. Youth 
interested in joining or learning 
more about the program are en-
couraged to contact the Crew at 
venturecrew746@gmail.com for 
additional information.

Venture Crew members learn to kayak at the Aquatic & Fitness Center.

Bill Cornett teaches Venture Crew 
member Maeve Waters the proper 
technique.

Expert kayaker Bill Cornett in-
structs Venture Crew 746 members 
on essential skills.

- Photos by 
Jonathan Murray

Greenbelters Travel

Sisters Hally Ahearn and Sandy Roberts read the News Review 
after racing to watch the sunrise at Neck Point, with Shack Is-
land in the background, on Vancouver Island, Nanaimo, British 
Columbia, Canada.

Sieglinde Peterson at the Temple of Hera, Agrigento, 
Sicily, Italy
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BALLOT continued from page 1

Election 2026

Early Voting Begins Oct. 22 
by Rachel Kebler

Early voting for the general election begins  
October 22 and goes until October 29. Here is 
some other information to note. 

Early Voting Centers
Polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 

p.m. every day of early voting week. There are 13 
in the county.  The two closest to Greenbelt are the Trinity Assem-
bly of God church at 7800 Good Luck Road, Lanham (2.9 miles), 
and the College Park Community Center at 5051 Pierce Avenue 
(5.9 miles).

For more information, visit https://tinyurl.com/hhhwkp3k.
Voter Registration

Online voter registration ended October 13, but residents can still 
register in person at the polling places listed above or on Election 
Day. 

To register, you must bring a picture ID and proof of residence. 
This may be one document, such as an MVA-issued license or per-
mit; or two including a change of address card, bank statement, etc. 
Visit elections.maryland.gov for more information on this process.

Rachel Kebler is a University of Maryland student at the Philip Mer-

rill College of Journalism interning with the Greenbelt News Review.

Budget document. Of the four, 
the county is only requesting to 
borrow money for the Sunnyside 
Avenue work. Its project listing 
(number 4.66.0027) within the 
FY 2027-2032 proposed budget 
reports its completion date as FY 
2024 and its cost as $15,057,000. 
A representative from the county’s 
communication’s department told 
the News Review that money 
borrowed for projects is often 
split over multiple bonds, align-
ing with the schedule of work. 
This project is in the “close-out” 
phase, with money still due, they 
believed. The amount remaining 
that the county would like to bor-
row money for was estimated to 
be around $240,000, according to 
the communications department. 

H. $117,848,000 for County 
Buildings

In this question the county 
asks to borrow money by issuing 
bonds of up to $117,848,000 to 
pay for “the design, construction, 
acquisition, improvement or repair 
of County Buildings.”

The projects listed in a county 
council bill associated with this 
funding are as follows: Prince 
George’s Homeless Shelter; Shep-
herd’s Cove Family Shelter; Re-
gional Health and Human Ser-

vices Center; County Building 
Renovations; Courthouse Reno-
vations and Security Upgrades; 
County Administration Building 
Refresh; Health Facilities Renova-
tions; Local Government Energy 
Modernization; and Warm Nights 
Homeless Shelter.

I. $33,656,000 for Library Fa-
cilities Bonds

This measure will allow the 
county to borrow money by issu-
ing bonds of up to $33,656,000 
to “build, expand, repair, or im-
prove County library buildings 
and facilities. This includes acquir-
ing and developing library sites, 
hiring architects and engineers 
and purchasing equipment needed 
to operate those facilities.”

The related bill by Prince 
George’s County Council lists six 
projects related to this funding 
with the following titles: Hillcrest 
Heights Branch Replacement; 
Langley Park Branch; Oxon Hill 
Library Branch Renovation; Hy-
attsville Branch Replacement; 
Library Branch Renovations; and 
Surratts-Clinton Branch Renova-
tion. 

J. $53,503,000 for Public Safe-
ty Facilities

This measure will allow the 
county to borrow money by is-

suing bonds in an amount of up 
to $53,503,000 to “finance the 
design, construction, acquisition, 
improvement, or repair of Public 
Safety Facilities including Fire 
Department Facilities.”

The related county council 
bill lists 12 projects this funding 
would be used for if approved. 
Their titles are: Special Opera-
tions Division Facility; District 
Six Police Station; Forensics Lab 
Renovations; National Harbor 
Public Safety Building; Police 
Station Renovations; Fire Station 
Renovations; Fire Station Roof 
Renovations; Public Safety Infra-
structure Upgrades; Water Storage 
Tanks; Detention Center Housing 
Renovations; Central Control/Ad-
ministrative Wing Expansion; and 
Community Corrections Complex.

Voter approval is required for 
public bonds in Prince George’s 
County. They usually pass by a 
significant margin, with over 80 
percent voting in favor of every 
bond issue in the last two elec-
tions, and public works and trans-
portation bonds receiving over 
89 percent support in both 2022 
and 2024. The bonds for county 
buildings have received the least 
support in recent years but still 
passed in 2022 and 2024 by over 
80 percent.

Cathy Fisanich in Bruges, Belgium, May 2026, while visiting her 
daughter and grands in nearby Netherlands

Mary Kokumo, Greenbelt News Review staff member, recently 
travelled to Nigeria to visit family and friends. Here she pauses 
to read the newspaper in front of Foodco Supermarkets (Bodija 
Branch) during her trip to Ibadan, Oyo State.
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Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Dental Implants 
The Permanent Solution for Missing Teeth

$75 dental implant consultation
includes dental exam and digital x-rays

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

 

LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 

A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 
OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 

Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 

DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 

EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

UTOPIA continued from page 1

Films to be screened focus on 
politics, war and this year espe-
cially art, according to Gervasi, 
who has been a producer in the 
film industry since he went to art 
school in the ’60s. For instance, 
She Is Not Here is an Iranian 
film directed by Saeed Seiri, fol-
lowing a young girl using art to 
cope after seeing her mother ar-
rested by the government. They 
also tie back to Greenbelt with 
documentaries like Lenore: Sculpt-
ing a Life, directed by Susan Ger-
vasi, Frank’s wife and the deputy 
director of the festival, following 
radical Greenbelt artist Lenore 
Thomas Straus.

Films are ranked and selected 
by a committee, and are mostly 
collected through the site Film-
Freeway. According to Gervasi, 
the festival places an emphasis 
on independently-made f ilms, 
providing visitors with a new and 
personal cinema experience.

“People have a vision they 
want to share, and to me, that’s 
utopian,” Gervasi said. 

The festival also aims to be ac-
cessible to everyone. Films will be 
shown throughout the weekend in 
the Greenbelt Cinema Screening 

Room, Municipal Building and 
New Deal Café. Some films, such 
as People vs. Politics and Rose, 
will be shown more than once. 
According to Susan Gervasi, 24 
of the films are subtitled and 
those films are indicated by an as-
terisk (*) on the website schedule.

“We’ve always used the New 
Deal Café because it’s the only 
place with Zoom capability. So, 
we’ve had filmmakers from over-
seas who will Zoom in,” Gervasi 
said. 

Compared to when the festival 
first started, the staff now has 
the budget to break even between 
donations and ticket sales, accord-
ing to Gervasi. He said fees were 
waived for some festival filmmak-
ers, such as students.

Attendees can purchase tickets 
at the door or at the festival’s 
website, utopiafilmfestival.org. 

“We try to put together a real 
variety of stuff you’ll never see 
anywhere else,” Gervasi said. 

Rachel Kebler is a University 

of Maryland student at the Philip 

Merrill College of Journalism in-

terning with the Greenbelt News 

Review.

TREASURER continued from page 1

officer, city administrative officer 
and, finally, to city manager when 
New Carrollton changed its form 
of government. 

Now, as Greenbelt’s treasurer, 
she is returning to her wheel-
house: “I’m back to focusing on 
numbers,” said Williams with a 
laugh. 

Earlier in her career, Williams 
worked for a church in Hampton 
Roads, Va. Her approach to mu-
nicipal governance is colored by 
this experience. 

“I enjoy doing work where you 
see the fruits of your labor … 
where you get to see how you’re 
helping people,” said Williams. 

When asked how the public 
can gauge her success in the 
office, she emphasized one prin-
ciple in particular: transparency. 
She noted how much she enjoys 
having conversations with the 
residents and engaging with the 
community. 

Announced less than a month 
ago, Williams is already digging 
into Greenbelt’s finances. “I’m 
actually starting to work on some 

budget spreadsheets and work-
sheets to help us look at going 
into the FY 2028 budget and 
then the auditors will be here 
next week,” she said. 

Williams has high hopes for 
her time in Greenbelt. She in-
tends to “see if there’s any way to 
create any efficiencies, strengthen 
internal controls, get some more 
policies written … see what I can 
help with staff, elevate the staff.” 

In keeping with her insistence 
on transparency, she also plans to 
release quarterly reports on all of 
the city’s relevant financial deci-
sions and transactions. And she is 
in it for the long haul. “Hopefully 
I’ll be here for the next 11 [years] 
until it’s time for me to retire,” 
she said. 

Salmerón is equally optimistic 
about Williams’ appointment. 
“She certainly knows local govern-
ment and finance. So of course 
she has adjusted well,” he said.

Cassie Whyte is a University 

of Maryland student at the Philip 

Merrill College of Journalism writ-

ing for the Greenbelt News Review.

Advertise 
here and 

read about YOU.
Not us!

$17.25 and up
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

Local musician and musical events host Joey Campfire sings a 
song of protest at the third edition of This Machine, an hours-long 
open-microphone concert of protest songs and performances at 
the New Deal Café on Sunday, September 27. Several musicians 
and one magician took to the stage during the two-hour show to 
deliver messages of protest aimed directly at the Trump adminis-
tration. A fourth edition of This Machine is tentatively scheduled 
for the afternoon of Sunday, November 1 at the New Deal Café. 

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 M

A
T

T
 N

E
U

F
E

L
D

http://www.mccarldental.com
http://utopiafilmfestival.org
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com


Page 12             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW            Thursday, October 15, 2026

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt

301-474-0522
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Shop Local.
Eat Well.

Feel Good.

halloween spooks

Boo!Boo!
Co-op has everything for aCo-op has everything for a

fun & cozy fall!fun & cozy fall!

Boo!
Co-op has everything for a

fun & cozy fall!

pumpkin carving kits

Fall flavors

mums & pumpkins

Two members of the Greenbelt Police Department have been recognized 
by the Police Chiefs’ Association of Prince George’s County. Rachel 
Tobin has been named Civilian of the Year and Master Police Officer 
(MPO) Rakibur Rahman is Officer of the Year.
Pictured from left are Chief Richard Bowers, Deputy Chief Tim White, 
Rachel Tobin, MPO Rakibur Rahman and Captain Jermaine Gulledge.
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Lane. Springhill Drive at Cher-
rywood Lane violations dropped 
sharply by 72 percent. The re-
maining camera at Cherrywood 
Lane at Breezewood Drive showed 
an increase of 45 percent in tick-
ets. Bowers speculated that the in-
crease in ticketing at that location 
could be due to initially low num-
bers related to difficulty tracking 
the wider two-lane roadway there, 
noting the camera had recent 
hardware and software modifica-
tions to cover both lanes. 

Who Receives Tickets
Most violations come from 

non-Greenbelt residents, who 
make up 74.7 percent of citations 
and come from surrounding areas 
like Bowie and Laurel, Bowers 
said. Greenbelt residents made 
up 35.2 percent of citations at 
the start of April, and that share 
has since fallen to 20.4 percent 
for September, for an overall 25.3 
percent during the entire period. 
More than 40 percent of citations 
sent to Greenbelt residents are 
issued from the Laurel Hill Road 
and Gardenway stops. 

Yet, 21 percent of cited license 
plates account for 56 percent 
of all violations, showing that a 
small group of drivers are a large 
portion of the problem, while 
79 percent of violators are cited 
only once.  To keep drivers from 
receiving several citations at once, 
Greenbelt implemented a 14-day 
grace period, meaning a driver 
should receive only one citation 
in the mail before another is is-
sued. 

While Fridays have the most 
citations, weekday violations peak 
at 5 p.m. and weekend violations 
peak at noon. 

Ticket Revenue 
The city has not broken even 

with the program. If the income 
from citations does not cover 
operating costs, the city does not 
owe the vendor the difference be-
cause the program is designed to 
be revenue neutral, Bowers said. 

According to the August re-
port, at the end of April the city 
had a deficit of $15,365 from run-
ning the program. This included 
$9,365 for 1,873 warning letters, 
for which the city paid $5 each, 
and $6,000 in monthly camera 
fees. The total stood at $79,500 
at the end of May, and was down 
to $52,519 at the end of August. 

“There’s still an outstanding 
balance that we owe to Obvio,” 
Bowers said, referring to the com-
pany the city contracted for the 
program. “It gets whittled down a 
little bit every month, but the way 
that the contract is set up, essen-
tially we split [revenue] until that 
balance is paid off. We’re only 
getting a payment rate of about 
45 percent, so that’s why the in-
come is only just short of barely 
covering the program costs.” 

According to the August re-

STOP SIGNS continued from page 1

port, the city collected $645,760 
through August from 16,144 paid 
citations. $329,337 of that went 
to the city, and $316,422 went to 
Obvio. The program costs a total 
of $368,941, while the remain-
ing balance owed to Obvio is 
$52,519. However, most citations 
are going unpaid. Only around 
45% of citations are being paid, 
Bowers said. If a resident doesn’t 
pay their traffic citations, includ-
ing stop sign camera violations, 
they will be unable to renew their 
vehicle registration with the MVA, 
said Bowers. 

Greenbelters’ Reactions
Residents have been vocal on 

social media about not knowing 
how long they need to stop, or 
how far or close to the line they 
need to be. 

Bowers said drivers do not 
have to stop for a set amount of 
time or a specific distance from 
the line; their vehicle just needs 
to come to a complete stop. 
While the system has leeway with 
the 1 to 3 mph buffer, Bowers 
said they still encourage drivers 
to come to a complete stop. “If 
you really watch your speedometer 
and get to 3 mph, you basically 
have to stop,” he said.

There were mixed reactions to 
the cameras being installed, said 
Bowers. “I think a lot of residents 
find positives in it, and maybe an 
equal number of residents think 
it’s unnecessary.”

“It’s about time people drive 
safe. If this makes people start 

paying attention to do the right 
thing, great ,” Michael Rich-
ards said in a Facebook com-
ment.  “This is unwelcome surveil-
lance and a cash grab. Please re-
move,” said Tristan Epp Schmidt 
in another Facebook comment. 
On the same page, Julie Gillern 
weighed in, saying, “Stop means 
stop! And a win for the rest of 
us!” 

Bowers said the city is con-
sidering safety awareness and 
targeted education, which it has 
done through its Facebook page 
along with enforcement targeted 
at peak violation times.

Claudia Stuart is a University 

of Maryland student at the Philip 

Merrill College of Journalism in-

terning with the Greenbelt News 

Review.

Drive-in Movie Nights
Enjoy a free drive-in movie, 

Coco, at Prince George’s Stadium 
on Friday, October 16 with free 
snacks, food trucks, games and 
more. 

T h e  s h ow  i s  s u b j e c t  t o 
cancellat ion due to weather 
emergencies. Register at www.
pgparks.com/event_list/drive -
in -mov ies - at -pr ince - georges -
stadium/2026-10-16. Gates open 
at 7 p.m. and showtime is 8 
p.m. Prince George’s Stadium 
is located at 1101 
C r a i n  H i g h w ay, 
Bowie. A turtle sunbathes at Greenbelt Lake.
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Police Blotter
Incidents reported here occurred October 5-11, 2026. Readers are en-

couraged to contact the police if they have information that may aid in 

an inquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email pd@

greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

Incident Summary
Greenbelt Police reported two 

mental health diversions, both in-
volving suicide, and two domestic 
incidents, one receiving mental 
health assistance.

Shot Fired
On October 9 at 5:49 p.m. 

near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a ju-
venile witness stated that a man 
fired a gun and then ran off. No 
injuries were reported.

Fraud 
On October 9 near 7855 Walk-

er Drive, someone contacted a 
man through social media and 
threatened to contact U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) and other federal authori-
ties unless the man paid money. 

On October 9 near 7500 
Greenway Center Drive, a wom-
an’s credit union notified her of 
an unauthorized withdrawal from 
her account.

Theft and Shoplifting
On October 5 at 1:51 p.m. 

near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a ju-
venile took merchandise and was 
banned; at 3:24 p.m. near 6100 
Greenbelt Road, a suspect took 
approximately $24 in merchandise 
and was banned.

On October 6 at 3:47 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a re-
tail theft was reported.

On October 7 at 2:37 p.m. 
near 6816 Landon Court, a pack-
age was stolen from a residence; 
at 4:49 p.m. near 6400 Cher-
rywood Lane, jewelry was stolen 
from a residence.

On October 9 at 7:54 a.m. 
near 6600 Capitol Drive, officers 
documented a theft at a conve-
nience store; at 8:29 a.m. near 
6400 Ivy Lane, a theft was docu-
mented at a hotel.  

On October 10 at 4:55 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, of-
ficers documented a retail theft; 
at 10:52 a.m. near 6100 Green-
belt Road, loss prevention staff 
detained a juvenile trying to steal 
from the store and released the 
juvenile to a guardian.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

On October 11, near 7313 

Sunrise Court, a gray 2025 Hyun-
dai Sonata, and near 7500 Hano-
ver Parkway, a silver Jeep Wran-
gler (Md. 8EE9388), were stolen.  

On October 10 near 9 Ridge 
Road, someone broke into a 2024 
Kia Sportage and punctured the 
ignition, but failed to steal the 
vehicle. 

Theft from Auto 
All four wheels were stolen 

from five vehicles: on October 5 
near 7200 Hanover Drive from 
a Hyundai; on October 8 near 
7823 Mandan Road from a 2026 
Toyota R AV4 and near 7925 
Mandan Road from a 2026 Hon-
da CR-V; on October 10 near 
7480 Greenway Center Drive 
from a 2026 Honda Civic, and 
near 7200 Hanover Drive from a 
2026 Toyota Highlander.

On October 6 near 7929 Man-
dan Road, property was stolen 
from a vehicle.

On October 8 near 9152 Ed-
monston Road, property was 
stolen from a 2013 Isuzu work 
truck; near 7850 Walker Drive, 
the catalytic converter was stolen 
from a Toyota Prius.

On October 11 near 13 Hill-
side Road, someone broke into a 
2004 Mercedes-Benz and stole a 
backpack; near 6108 Breezewood 
Drive, property and the rear tag 
(Md. 9HD4886) were stolen.

Vandalism to Auto
On October 11 near Ora Glen 

Drive and Mathew Street, officers 
found a Mercedes with a broken 
window; near 7013 Megan Lane, 
someone broke a window on a 
2023 Toyota Supra; and near 
6804 Megan Lane, someone used 
a blunt object to damage a Honda 
Accord.

T hree  members  o f 
the Greenbelt Volunteer 
Fire Department & Res-
cue Squad and its Ladies 
Auxiliary were honored 
for their service and dedi-
cation during the 104th 
Prince George’s County 
Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
Association & Ladies 
Auxiliary Convention on 
September 15. Two mem-
bers of the Ladies Aux-
iliary, Kathryn Reynolds 
and Lynn Dobbin, were 
inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in recognition of 
their longstanding com-
mitment and contributions 
to the Auxiliary, the Fire 
Department and the com-
munity. Representing the 
department, Firefighter/
EMS Lisa Ray received 
the Volunteer EMS Cap-
tain George H. Linnell 
Award for Excellence in 
EMS, honoring her ded-
ication, leadership and 
sustained service to both 
the Fire Department and 
the Greenbelt community. 
Together, these honors recognize 
the vital role volunteers play in 
supporting emergency services, 
strengthening community part-
nerships and carrying forward a 
tradition of public service.

Kathryn Reynolds
Kathryn “Kathy” Reynolds 

has been a steadfast member of 
the Greenbelt Auxiliary since 
1974, marking more than five 
decades of continuous service to 
the organization, the Fire Depart-
ment and the wider community. 
During her remarkable tenure, 
Reynolds has become a respected 
example of dedication, leadership 
and institutional commitment. 
Her years of service reflect not 
only her loyalty to the Auxiliary’s 
mission, but also her enduring in-
vestment in the people and tradi-
tions that have sustained it across 
generations.

Reynolds currently serves 
as vice president of the Aux-
iliary and, over the course of 
her membership, has held nearly 
every elected office within the 
organization. Colleagues know 
her leadership for its reliability, 
compassion and strong sense of 
responsibility. As chair of the 
Sunshine Committee, she provides 
encouragement and support to 
members during times of illness, 
loss or other personal need, help-
ing reinforce the close bonds at 
the heart of the Auxiliary. She 
also chairs the Indoor Yard Sales, 
one of the organization’s key 
fundraising efforts. Through these 
varied responsibilities, Reynolds 
continues to strengthen the Aux-
iliary’s operations, support its 
members and help sustain its ser-
vice to the Greenbelt community.

GVFD and Ladies Auxiliary
Honored at County Convention

by Kimberly Lewis

Linda Dobbin
Linda “Lynn” Dobbin has been 

a dedicated and active member 
of the Greenbelt Auxiliary for 10 
years, contributing her time, tal-
ents and steadfast commitment to 
the organization’s continued suc-
cess. Throughout her years of ser-
vice, she has distinguished herself 
through her reliability, leadership 
and deep devotion to the missions 
of both the Auxiliary and the 
Fire Department. Before joining 
Greenbelt, Dobbin was a member 
of the Glenn Dale Volunteer Fire 
Department Auxiliary, where she 
also supported the organization’s 
service and traditions.

Dobbin currently serves as his-
torian for the Greenbelt Auxiliary, 
carefully preserving the organiza-
tion’s legacy and documenting 
the accomplishments of its mem-
bers. Her appreciation for the 
history of the Auxiliary and Fire 
Department is ref lected in her 
dedicated service as historian for 
both Greenbelt and Glenn Dale. 
In this role, she has safeguarded 
photographs, records, milestones 
and memories that chronicle each 
organization’s service, traditions 
and enduring connection to the 
community. Dobbin has also cre-
ated exceptionally detailed and 
thoughtfully organized history 
books for the stations, including 
materials prepared for submission 
at the state level. Her keen eye 
for detail, pride in presentation 
and commitment to accuracy has 
resulted in collections that do 
more than record the past: they 
honor the members, events and 
achievements that have shaped the 
auxiliaries and fire departments 
across generations. Through this 
work, Dobbin helps ensure that 

their stories of service are pre-
served for current members and 
those who will follow.

Lisa Ray
Lisa Ray’s service as a fire-

fighter/EMS with the Greenbelt 
Volunteer Fire Department & 
Rescue Squad extends across lead-
ership, public safety, education 
and community engagement. She 
currently serves as chairman and 
contributes to the department’s re-
tention and recruitment, fire pre-
vention and community outreach 
efforts, while also serving on the 
Board of Trustees and holding 
numerous other responsibilities. 
Beyond the department, Ray is 
an instructor at the Maryland Fire 
and Rescue Institute and serves as 
a volunteer fire commissioner on 
the Prince George’s County Fire 
Commission. She has organized 
many of the community events 
in which the Greenbelt Volunteer 
Fire Department participates and 
works closely with the Greenbelt 
Police Department and other lo-
cal organizations to help ensure 
residents are safe, informed and 
connected to essential public 
safety resources. Through her 
broad range of roles, Ray has 
demonstrated a sustained commit-
ment to strengthening the depart-
ment, supporting fellow volunteers 
and building trusted partnerships 
throughout the Greenbelt com-
munity.

Kimberly Lewis is president of 

the Ladies Auxiliary, Greenbelt Vol-

unteer Fire Department & Rescue 

Squad.

Lynn Dobbin, left, and Kathy Reynolds were 
inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Firefighter/EMS Lisa Ray received the 
award for Excellence in EMS.

- Photos courtesy GVFD&RSI 
Ladies Auxiliary

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

Crit ical 
Missing 
Business
YOURS!  

Be Found for 
$46 and up.

Crisis Hotline’s
Number is 988

T h e  Na t i o n a l  S u i c i d e  
Prevention Lifeline dialing code 
is 988. Calls and text messages 
are con�dential and free.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certi¿ed Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 
6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery 
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $11.50/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($17.25). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 

Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 

Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 

GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

S & A  P l u m b i n g  

Service Inc. 
24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
great discounts!

Personal Injury (Auto Accidents/Slip & Fall), Estate Planning &
Administration, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, and DUI

7850 Walker Drive, Suite 310, Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 220-3111

MCANDREW LAW

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropoff, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

BARRERA CONSTRUCTION – Of-
fers painting, kitchen, bathroom remod-
els, repairs, upgrades, and all remodel-
ing. Serving GHI and Greenbelt for 15+ 
years. Local references. Call Josue for 
an estimate. 301-690-6677.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT 
tapes to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 
703-216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

K ELLAHER M AIN T ENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, vinyl tile, 
flooring, backsplashes, leaf removal, 
landscape design, mulching f lower 
beds, bucket truck services, stump 
grinding, pruning trees & removal, pole 
lighting, power washing siding & decks. 
Mulch & top soil delivery. Dkellaher@
hotmail.com, 301-318-5472. Insured. 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover. www.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL 
– Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

LAWN MAINTENANCE – GHI resi-
dent providing dependable lawn care for 
Greenbelt and College Park. Includes 
mowing, yard cleanup, pruning hedges, 
pressure washing and minor exterior 
home repair. Reasonable rates. Call or 
text at 240-391-8615.

PERSONAL ORGANIZING- Support 
from a Certified Life Coach. Plan, Clear 
Clutter, Get it Done. Houkje.ross@
gmail.com

ROOFING SALE – Save 25% now be-
fore the end of the season. Call Custom 
at 301-844-8897.

YARD/MOVING SALES

YARD SALE – at Mowatt Church, 40 
Ridge Road. October 30-31, at 9 a.m.- 
12 p.m. each day.

INDOOR YARD SALE – Saturday, 
October 17, 9-2. Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church. 11417 Cedar Lane, 
Beltsville.

INDOOR COMMUNITY YARD 
SALE - Nov. 7, 2026, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
@ GVFD, 125 Crescent Road. Table 
reservation: One $15, Two $25. For 
further information, please call Kathy 
- 301-351-7496. Food and beverages 
available for purchase.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
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mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
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












   
     
     

 
      
     













  

     
    
    



    
      


    
  


    







     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 





 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 

 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 

Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Sports

Donald V. BorgwardtDonald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P.A. BB

Family 

O w n e d

Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

Family owned  
and operated

4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703
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Two more games. Two more 

shut-outs. The Eleanor Roosevelt 

High School girls soccer team has 

proved stingy and protective this 

fall. In their last 10 games the 

Raiders have only conceded one 

goal, during their 3-1 victory over 

the Bowie Bulldogs on September 

10. Since then the Raiders have 

posted nine straight clean sheets. 

Senior goalkeeper Lien Gareri 

has rarely been challenged as 

the Raiders continue to control 

their matchups with possession 

and poise. Their stiffest test in 

this immaculate stretch was a 2-0 

victory over C.H. Flowers last 

Thursday, October 8. The game 

remained scoreless until the final 

10 minutes when senior winger 

Emery Gregory took over. First, 

Gregory sprinted down a ball 

played into the goal box where 

she met the Jaguar goalkeeper. 

In the aftermath of the colli-

sion between Gregory, the keeper 

and another Flowers’ defender, 

lay an opportunity and a cel-

ebration. Gregory pounced on the 

loose ball and commenced the 

celebration with her teammates. 

Only a few minutes later, Gregory 

struck again. After sophomore 

Mia Moore recovered a loose ball 

near the endline on the right side, 

she fired across into the six-yard 

box. Gregory smashed a volley 

after one hop before the Jaguar 

keeper could react, safely guiding 

the Raiders to another victory.

On Monday October 12, the 

Raiders visited the DuVal Tigers 

where sophomore Morgan Parks 

wasted no time in scoring the 

first Raider goal. Gregory soon 

followed before the Raiders in-

corporated some first-time scorers 

into the afternoon’s action. Senior 

centerbacks Bayleigh Galie and 

Anna Grim scored back-to-back 

second-half goals, and sophomore 

Greta Wedge scored twice. The 

team celebrated goals from some 

of the stalwarts of their stingy 

defense before senior midfielder 

Claire Alolga added her second 

goal of the game, capping the 

victories with an eighth and final 

goal with less than three minutes 

More Victories for ERHS Girls Soccer 
by Patrick Gleason

remaining. 

The Raiders travel to the High 

Point Eagles on October 15 and 

the Laurel Spartans on October 

19. Victories in these matches 

Octavia Sasser looks on as fellow defender Anna Grim assesses the field.  

The Raider team is on a ten-game win streak where they have only sur-

rendered one goal.

Beatrice Marx is part of a strong sophomore class that complements the 

large Raider senior class for the 10-1 Eleanor Roosevelt Raiders.
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would ensure Roosevelt a trip to 

the county championship game 

for the fourth time in five years.

City Notes
Economic Development at-

tended the Main Street Maryland 

Conference, networking with state 

and municipal partners. Constitu-

ent Services and Public Informa-

tion updated Greenbelt’s Know 

Your Rights webpage with land-

lord/tenant information.

Code Enforcement inspected 

11 commercial properties and 27 

rentals and issued seven permits. 

After one cat adoption, Animal 

Shelter residents are seven cats, 

five kittens and a dog.

Recreation facilitated Fall Fest 

activities and Public Works pro-

vided the hay wagon and other 

items for the event. Facilities 

Maintenance recoated the Youth 

Center gym floors and Mechanics 

prepared leaf vacuum equipment.

Arts presented two Artful  

Afternoons, an artist talk and a 

Raku firing event. Therapeutic 

Recreation organized over a dozen 

Active Aging Week events. The 

Museum is collecting and scan-

ning Greenbelt phone directories 

from the past.

CARES facilitated vaccine clin-

ics at Green Ridge House and 

Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-

ter. The Greenbelt Assistance in 

Living (GAIL) program attended 

a partners meeting at Capital 

Area Food Bank, a facilitator of 

Greenbelt’s distributions totaling 

38,000 pounds of food in Fiscal 

Year 2025-26.

Sparkle Mart Youth   
Vendors, Apply Now

Greenbelt’s annual juried art 

and craft fair will take place 

on December 5 and 6 at the 

Community Center. A special 

section of the event will feature 

youth vendors 17 and under on 

Sunday, December 6 from 10 

a.m. to 4 p.m. Applications for 

youth crafters are open until 

October 18. Visit greenbeltmd.

gov/482/Sparkle-Mart for more 

information and a link to the 

application.

http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://r1md.com
http://greenbeltmd.gov/482/Sparkle-Mart
http://greenbeltmd.gov/482/Sparkle-Mart
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GREENBELT CUTIES!! 

Kimchi (boy) and 

Pepper (girl with white 

bib) are looking for 

forever homes. 

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

LET'S PLAY!! ADOPT US!! 
Robin (male w/white dot) the 

mustache makes him look so 

mature but he's just a curious 

kitten looking for cuddles. 

Ruby (female) is sweet and 

gentle. A little shy, she wants 

to be your precious girl.

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

Rescued in early August. Kittens 
are still nursing but we wanted 
to show them o�! Princess Leia 
(female-white w/2 black eye 
patches), Rey Skywalker (female-
white w/1 black eye patch), Darth 
Vader (male-black), and Wookie 
(male-gray). Luminara (mom) will 

be available for adoption too. 

COMING SOON!!! STAR WARS BABIES!!

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

Winken (female-mostly gray), Blinken 
(male-gray nose), and Nod (male-pink 
nose) are old enough to be adopted. 
Nod is sweet and a�ectionate. He's 
a purring machine. Blinken is high 
energy and full of play, Winken is 
laid back. Each is in need of a forever 
home. Their mom is also available 

for adoption. 

WE'RE READY!!! WE NEED HOMES!!

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

COMING SOON!!! THE BOYS!! 

Misty (gray w/white face) and 

his twin brothers 

Dusty and Frosty 

are all handsome 

devils. They need 

forever homes!

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

Violet (female, gray) and 
Pearl (female, black torti) 
love to cuddle and purr. 
These darling girls need 

forever homes!  

ADOPT US!!! CUDDLY AND SOFT!!

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

WE'RE SISTERS!!! ADOPT US!! 

Sweet and a�ectionate 

Blippi and Ms Rachel 

(pink collar) are just 

waiting to join a loving 

home. 

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

Learn about us at the October 25th Oktoberfest event 

at the Greenbelt Fire Station. Visit our table! If you 

would like to donate to help the kittens you can send a 

check to WAGS, P.O. Box 1672, Greenbelt, MD 20768. 

Indicate on the check that the donation is "for: Green-

belt TNR." Thank you for your support.

Fall Fest at Schrom Hills

Pumpkin artists get started. Rick and Audrey Engdahl of Sense of Wonder finish a song.

The SPACE offered everyone a chance to make 

and fly a kite during the Fall Fest at 

Schrom Hills. Pictured here, Mayor 

Emmett Jordan flies a kite as Bob 

Rand watches.

Pumpkins line the walkway at the Schrom Hills Park Fall Fest.

Players of many ages take part in Chess 

Club matches during Fall Fest at Schrom 

Hills Park.
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Alexander and Brenda Perez of Greenbelt carve their pumpkin.
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The Greenbelt Concert Band was 

proud to partake in the Recreation 

Department’s annual Fall Fest at 

Schrom Hills Park. Jean Lee, left, 

(clarinet) and Li’l Dan Celdran 

(percussion) are all smiles as they 

celebrate community, music and fall 

fun. Visit greenbeltconcertband.

org for information about upcoming 

concerts or joining the band. 
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ERHS Fall
Music Events

The annual fruit sale, the ma-

jor fundraiser for the Eleanor 

Roosevelt High School (ERHS) 

music department, is underway 

now through November 1. Email 

Cullen.waller@pgcps.org to learn 

more and order fruit.

Fall Performances

Friday, October 23, 7 p.m., 

Best of Coffee House, a showcase 

of ERHS students performing 

music of their choice either as 

solo artists or in groups. There 

is a fee.

Thursday, October 29, 7 p.m., 

Band and Choir Concert. Free.

Thursday, November 19, 7 

p.m., Orchestra Concert. Free.

The public is welcome at all 

events.

On Saturday, October 10, the annual Fall 

Fest at Schrom Hills Park brought music, 

games, facepainting, kites, hayrides and of 

course pumpkin carving.

mailto:GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM
http://greenbeltconcertband.org
http://greenbeltconcertband.org

