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An Interview with the 2026 Outstanding Citizen

Lambright-Davis Lives a Life

Reprieve for BARC Employees
Just Ahead of Decommissioning

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Of Intentional Service: “Be About It”

by Gloria Walters-Flowers

Greenbelt’s 2026
Outstanding Citizen,
Carolyn Lambright-
Davis, may be small
in stature, but the en-
ergy and passion she
displays when talking
about her life, volun-
teerism and love for
Greenbelt seem to
burst from her frame.
It makes one wonder
where she finds the
energy to nurture the
community’s young
people, dig in the dirt
and promote literacy
— often while encour-
aging others to get in-
volved alongside her.

A longtime
Greenbelt resident,
Lambright-Davis
moved from Wash-
ington, D.C. seeking better edu-
cational opportunities for her
daughter. During her 15 years in
Greenbelt, she has found ways
not simply to keep busy, but to
make a difference in the commu-
nity she now calls home.

A Family Tradition

Lambright-Davis traces much

Lake Recreation Center.

of her commitment to service to
her father, whose final teaching
position was at the School With-
out Walls in Washington. “Wher-
ever you live, you get involved!”
she recalls him saying. It is a
lesson she has carried with her.
Lambright-Davis taught life
skills for 10 years in northern

Greenbelt Elementary School’s
New Principal Latasha Dorsey

by Carol Chastang

Latasha Dorsey was ten years
old when she saw firsthand how
an elementary school system un-
wittingly failed a special needs
student.

Her brother, Clements, who is
one year older, had a learning dis-
ability and was held back a grade.

“It broke my heart when he
was held back, and I caught up to
him in third grade,” Dorsey said.
“He stayed back another year,
and then I went to middle school

Principal Dorsey with Greenbelt Elementary's new book vending machine
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and left him behind in elementary
school.” By then, she was two
grades ahead of her brother.

Clements struggled to read and
was later diagnosed with dyslexia.
Dorsey, who grew up in a single-
parent home in Abbeyville, Louisi-
ana, became her older brother’s
tutor.

She spent time with Clements,
doing phonics, breaking down the

See DORSEY, page 11

Prince George’s Coun-
ty and now incorpo-
rates some of those
same lessons into
her work with young
people in the Earth
Squad after-school and
summer programs at
Springhill Lake Recre-
ation Center (SHLRC).
Her connection to
the earth, however,
came by a somewhat
different route. She
grew up in the city;
her husband, Bill, grew
up on a farm. With a
smile in her voice, she
describes their part-
nership: “He carries
the heavy things, and
I dig in the dirt. Bill is
more laid-back, while
I'm — what can I say?
— loud. But that’s what made our
39-year marriage work.”
Intentional
Intentional is an important

See OUTSTANDING, page 4

PHOTO BY GLORIA WALTERS-FLOWERS

Save BARC yard sign

The deadline to shutter op-
erations at Beltsville Agricultural
Center (BARC) loomed large this
month. On September 1, a federal
judge declined to rule for an in-
junction on the reorganization of
BARC, finding it wasn’t relevant
to the initial case. However, on
September 8, the American Fed-
eration of Government Employees
(AFGE), along with a coalition of
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others, including Prince George’s
County, filed a new dedicated
lawsuit to challenge the restructur-
ing — AFGE et al. v. USDA et al.
Last week, on Monday, September
14, a federal judge issued a stay.
For many employees that means
a pause on instructions to report
to a new location by October 5.

See BARC, page 10

Unionization: A Fraught Topic
For All Sides at Council Session

by Cathie Meetre

In the September 14 meeting
of the Greenbelt City Council,
ongoing issues relating to the pre-
viously authorized unionization of
city workers, mostly with Public
Works, came into focus. The city
had received notice of legal action
by the union alleging illegal prac-
tices by Public Works managers
aimed at dissuading workers from
joining the union.

A Litany of Concerns

Union organizer Trent Leon-
Lierman came to the podium
during the Petitions and Requests
section of the meeting, followed
by several more residents who
continued the discussion in turn.
Other matters during this regular
council meeting will be reported
in a subsequent article.

What Goes On

Monday, September 28,

7:30 p.m., City Council Meet-
ing, Municipal Building
Wednesday, September 30,
7:30 p.m., Council Workses-
sion: Community Relations
Advisory Board (CRAB),
Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5
or the meetings calendar at
greenbeltmd.gov for more in-
formation.

Recently, council changed the
city charter to permit unioniza-
tion beyond that of the police
(see the July 23 issue). In ref-
erence to this, Leon-Lierman
quoted the experiences of Michael
Canavan, one of the Public Works
employees who has shared his
experiences in the past and been
a vocal proponent of a union to
represent workers in the city (see
the September 11, 2025 issue).

Mutual Trust

Leon-Lierman pointed out that

the city has now engaged, at

considerable taxpayer expense,
a law firm to represent it in its
negotiations with the union. He
characterized the law firm as anti-
union and wondered why the city
would pay for this service when
the union representative, Leon-
Lierman himself, was willing to
sit down and negotiate in good
faith with the city. Referring to
the city manager familiarly by his
first name, Leon-Lierman asked,
rhetorically, why the city manager

See UNIONIZATION, page 12

story on page 16.

After the Kennedy Center protest on September 18, the crowd remains
until late, gathered in front of an entrance shrouded by tarps. See

PHOTO BY C.E. READY
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October 13 Deadline for Online
Or Mail Voter Registration

Tuesday, October 13 is the last day to register to vote using
online registration. Mail-in registrations must be postmarked on or
before October 13.

Where to Register

Register to vote through online registration here: voterservices.
elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/InstructionsStep1

Download an application and find instructions on registering by
mail here: elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/application.html

Not sure if you're registered? Review voter information here:
voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch

You can also register to vote during early voting or on Election
Day. Residents can go to an early voting center
in the county during early voting or their as-
signed election-day polling place and bring a
document proving where they live. Valid proof | REGISTER AND
of residence includes an MVA-issued license, VOTE!
ID card, change of address card or a paycheck,
bank statement, utility bill or other government
document showing name and address.

C—

Last ChancetoRound Up

Forthe News Review!

This final week of Sep-
tember is your last chance to
round up at the Greenbelt Co-
op Supermarket and Pharmacy
to support the News Review
through the Round-Up cam-
paign. During September when
the cashier asks if you would
like to round up your purchase
to the next whole dollar, please
do. Your contribution will help
us continue providing you supe-
rior local news coverage.
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A great blue heron takes off with a fish in its beak at Greenbelt Lake.

Story & Photograph Submissions

We welcome your stories and photographs about all things Green-
belt. While publication is not guaranteed, your submissions help us
cover more of what goes on. Stories will be copyedited. Remember
to include captions and identify people in photographs. See the
information box on this page for publication deadlines and how to
submit materials.

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Primetime

In 2006, To Catch a Predator host Chris Hansen sets out to
make television history. Said critic Raphael Abraham of the Finan-
cial Times, “A headline draw is the presence of Robert Pattinson,
who duly delivers with a darkly mesmerizing performance as the
host of the hit mid-2000s NBC show To Catch a Predator.”

You Had to Be There

Martin Short, Eugene Levy, Gilda Radner, Victor Garber, Paul
Shaffer and other entertainment icons got their start in a 1972
Toronto production of the musical Godspell. Featuring interviews
with the surviving cast members, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Mike Myers
and more, the film recounts a pivotal moment in comedy history, in
hilarious, moving and inspiring detail. Produced by Judd Apatow.

Shaun the Sheep: The Beast
of Mossy Bottom

All is well at Mossy Bottom Farm, except for the fact that the
animals will do anything to get out of work. So, Shaun the sheep
and his scheming friends devise a plan to put their master to sleep.
However, the ruse backfires when the poor farmer finds himself
transported to the big city, having lost his memory. Now, it’s up to
Shaun, Timmy the lamb, Shirley the ewe and the rest of the gang to
travel to the metropolis and get him back, while not landing in even
more trouble themselves.

Exhibition on Screen:
James McNeill Whistler

Directed by David Bickerstaff, this documentary explores the life
and work of the boldly experimental, famously witty artist James
McNeill Whistler, a contemporary of the Impressionists admired by
Van Gogh and Manet. Made in close collaboration with Tate Britain
and drawing on its landmark retrospective, the film traces Whistler’s
pursuit of “art for art’s sake,” from his most celebrated painting,
Arrangement in Grey and Black No. 1, to the scandals and provoca-
tions that defined his career. This film is a vivid portrait of the man
behind one of art history’s most recognizable images.

/ I
greenbelt

CINEMA

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034
www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

After 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,
senior/student/military $9
Before 5 PM:
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions
\DVS = Descriptive Video Service/

/ SHOWTIMES: \
SEPT, 25th - OCT, Ist

Primetime (R)

(CC) (DVS) (2026) (112 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 5:00 PM
Sat. 7:40 PM
Sun. 2:00 PM (OC)
Mon. 5:00 PM (OC)
Tues. 5:00 PM
Wed. 7:40 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 8:00 PM
Wed. 5:20 PM
Thurs. 5:20 PM

You Had To Be There (NR)
(CC) (DVS) (2026) (98 mins)
Screen 1- Main Auditorium

Fri. 7:40 PM
Sat. 5:00 PM
Mon. 2:00 PM (OC)
Wed. 5:00 PM
Thurs. 5:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 8:00 PM
Sun. 2:20 PM
Mon. 5:20 PM
Tues. 8:00 PM
Thurs. 8:00 PM

Shaun the Sheep:
The Beast of Mossy Bottom
(PG) (CC) (DVS) (2026) (80 mins)
Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Thurs. 7:40 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:20 PM
Sat. 5:20 PM
Sun. 220 PM
Mon. 2:20 PM
Tues. 5:20 PM
Wed. 8:00 PM

Exhibition on Screen: James
McNeill Whistler (NR)
(CC) (DVS) (2026) (90 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

THE LIFE OF A PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER
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Pete Reppert

- News Review, November 15, 2018

Letters Policy during Elections

Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not
guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300 words
(shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and space
constraints. The News Review may add a comment from the editor
if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer’'s name, physical address
and telephone number. Only the name will be published; the News
Review will consider requests for the name to be withheld.

The News Review will not print letters endorsing candidates. The
News Review will not print a letter raising a new issue the week
prior to election day, when no other party would have a chance to
respond.

Greenbelt
News Review

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)
business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985
Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita
Anna Bedford-Dillow, Editor
STAFF

Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Larry Beyna, Laura
Bonkosky, Jerry Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, Maurice
Crawford, Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Hannah Frasure, Anne
Gardner, Elizabeth Gardner, Jon Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, lan Gleason, Patrick
Gleason, Carol Griffith, Nick Hall NH, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson,
Michael Hartman, Butch Hicks, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Erica Johns, Jeff
Jones, Tom Jones, Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Mary Kokumo,
Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer,
Anne Marigza, Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Rebecca Rackis, William
Ralbovsky, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, lan Blackwell
Rogers, Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton,
David Shapiro, Mark Sherman, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Lynne Slater,
Christopher Stark, Beth Terry, James Thompson, Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis, Mary
Lou Williamson, Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliff.

CIRCULATION Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones,
treasurer; Carol Griffith, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

- Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

- Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

- Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.
- Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classified ads with payment only.

- Tuesday 6 p.m. Classified ads and camera-ready display ads.

- Email submission is available. Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline)
may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR
external office door mail slot, as shown below.

- Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

Sat. 2200 PM

\ Tues. %:40 PM ]

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.
GNR external office door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.
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Community Events

At the Library

Greenbelt Library’s regular
hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays,
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and
Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m.

Storytimes

Tuesday, September 29, 12:15
p.m., ages 2 to 3. Register at
pgcmls.info/event/16918624.

Wednesday, September 30,
12:15 p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register
at pgcemls.info/event/16918582.

Thursday, October 1, 10:15
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register
at pgemls.info/event/17137870.

Get Active: Ride and Read

Thursday, October 1, 11 a.m.,
ages 16+. Get moving and have
fun at the Library. Sign up for
an hour ride on a stationary
bike with great free apps from
PGCMLS like Libby, Kanopy and
Hoopla to enjoy while working
out. Participants must be 16
or older, sign a waiver before
beginning to ride and be wearing
loose-fitting clothing and closed-
toe shoes. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/17241691.

English, Spanish Story

Time, SHL Rec Center

On Friday, October 9 at 10:30
a.m. at the Springhill Lake Recre-
ation Center, Random Unselfish
Acts of Kindness (RUAK) with
the Prince George’s County Me-
morial Library System will pres-
ent engaging, lively stories and
activities in English and Spanish
for young children and their care-
givers to help build early literacy
skills. This monthly program is
an introduction to reading aloud
to children as a way to instill a
love of literature. After the read-
ings, children can stay and play
with balls in the gym. There will
be free children’s books and free
healthy nutritious snacks. Come,
and spread the word to friends
and family.

Los Ninos Leen y Juegan

El viernes 9 de octubre a las
10:30 a.m. en el Centro Recre-
ativo de Springhill Lake, RUAK
(Random Unselfish Acts of Kind-
ness) con el Sistema de Bibliote-
cas Conmemorativas del Condado
de Prince George’s presentaran
interesantes historias y actividades
divertidas en ingles y espanol para
nifios pequenos y sus cuidadores,
para ayudar a desarrollar las habi-
lidades de alfabetizacion tempra-
na. Este programa mensual es una
introduccion a la lectura en voz
alta a los nifios como forma de
inculcar el amor por la literatura.
Después de las lecturas, los nifios
pueden quedarse y jugar con pelo-
tas en el gimnasio. Habran libros
infantiles gratis y aperitivos salu-
dables y nutritivos. Como dijo un
padre al irse, “Fue muy bueno!”
Unete a nosotros, y corra la voz
a amigos y familiares.

Francais, s'il Vous Plait
New Fall Locations

The French conversation group
meets every Thursday from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. They meet the first
Thursday of every month at the
New Deal Café. The rest of the
Thursday meetings are in Room
109 of the Community Center.

All ages and all levels of profi-
ciency are welcome.

Board of Ed. District 2

Candidate ForumOct.15

On Thursday, October 15 from
7 to 8 p.m., join the Greenbelt
Advisory Committee on Educa-
tion (ACE) and the Greenbelt
News Review for a forum with
Board of Education District 2
candidates Terence Clegg and
Caroline Decaire-Goldin.

Location to be announced.
Doors will open at 6:45 p.m.

To RSVP or submit a question
for the candidates, visit: https://
tinyurl.com/4k478fdz or use the
QR code.

Scan to submit ques-
tions to the Board of
Education forum.

UMD Hosts Juried Art

Exhibition for Teens

The Arts Program at Univer-
sity of Maryland Global Campus
(UMGC) is accepting entries
through October 12 for its fourth
Maryland High School Juried Art
Exhibition. Maryland high school
students may submit original art-
work in a wide range of visual art
media, and there is no submission
fee.

Art teachers may select stu-
dents to represent their schools,
and students may also submit
their own entries. Each school
may submit up to six works by as
many as three student artists.

Selected works will be exhib-
ited at the UMGC Arts Program
Gallery in spring 2027. The top
award totals $5,000, including
$1,500 for the student and $3,500
for the student’s school arts pro-
gram.

Submission guidelines are
available at https://tinyurl.
com/3ntpe2v6.

Kohn Scholarship Fund
Mini-Golf Event

On Sunday, September 27 from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Dena Kohn
Theatre Lab Scholarship Fund
will hold a miniature golf event
as a fundraiser and celebration
of the life of lifelong Greenbelter
Dena Kohn, who died just before
her 23rd birthday. Each year,
her life and spirit of giving are
celebrated and commemorated
by a fundraiser for the Dena
Kohn Memorial Scholarship,
which provides scholarships each
summer to teenagers in financial
need to participate in the Theatre
Lab’s Musical Theatre Institute
for teens. The event will be held
at a new location: Columbia
SportsPark, 5434 Harpers Farm
Road, Columbia. Attendees can
buy baked goods from Greenbelt
baker Robert Goldberg-Strassler
and original pottery by Greenbelt
potter Judy Goldberg-Strassler
at the event. Those wishing to
sponsor a hole, play a round,
make a donation or ask questions
can call Niki Kohn at 301-474-
8423 or email nikiekohn@gmail.
com.

More Community Events
are located throughout the
paper.

Rotary Youth Leadership
Program Opportunity

The Greenbelt Rotary Club is
accepting applications until Oc-
tober 17 for the February 13-15,
2027 Rotary Youth Leadership
Award (RYLA) weekend program.
Eligible youth are 10th, 11th or
12th graders living within the
Greenbelt city limits. RYLA is a
three-day, two-night opportunity
for youth to develop leadership
skills through working with other
teens to problem-solve together
for a positive impact. It will be
held at the YMCA camp in Edge-
water, Md. The application pro-
cess includes a one-page statement
of intention about the student’s
goals for the future. The club will
select and fund participation for
one to two teens.

e Learn more at tinyurl.
com/5e245buu

* A Greenbelt teen’s 2026 ex-
perience, see tinyurl.com/ypa7n6cf

e Apply at tinyurl.
com/54fubyxv

Golden Age Club

The Golden Age Club meets
on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in
Room 201 of the Community
Center.

Upcoming Meetings:

September 30, Speaker: Sharon
McCraney (seated exercise and
short meditation after).

October 7, Open House: Ac-
tive Aging Week is October 5-11,
celebrating the positive aspects of
aging and promoting healthy, ac-
tive lifestyles for older adults, like
being in the Greenbelt Golden
Age Club. Therefore, the Club’s
October 7 meeting will be an
Open House for seniors, to recruit
more Club members. Greenbelt
residents aged 60 or older who
are not yet a member are encour-
aged to come to learn more about
the club activities.

Empty Bowls Event
Nov. 1at St. Hugh's

The Greenbelt Pottery Group,
Greenbelt music groups, and St.
Hugh’s Church (Ladies of Charity
and Knights of Columbus) will
host the Empty Bowls Event on
Sunday, November 1 from 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. in Grenoble Hall,
lower level (rear) of St. Hugh's
Church. The Empty Bowls event
is held every other year. This year
the event will again benefit the
St. Hugh’s Food Pantry, which
provides food weekly to over 60
local families.

The focus of this event is com-
munity enjoyment while assisting
those in need. Come together to
support the St. Hugh’s Food Pan-
try, share a meal and enjoy local
Greenbelt music groups. The
Greenbelt Pottery Group has been
busy making their unique bowls
since last winter just for this
event. Additional pottery pieces
will be available at the event for
purchase, perhaps for holiday gift
giving.

Participants can purchase a
ticket for $35 (200 tickets will be
sold), select a unique hand-crafted
ceramic bowl and enjoy a cup of
soup, bread, and dessert with oth-
ers in the community. This fun
event is often a sell-out. Tickets
can be purchased in advance by
emailing Mary Ann Tretler at
mary_tretler@yahoo.com or by
calling 240-517-7559. Tretler can
also provide informa-
tion on paying by Zelle
or by check.

Sparkle Mart Youth
Vendors, Apply Now

Greenbelt’s annual juried art
and craft fair will take place on
December 5 and 6 at the Green-
belt Community Center. A special
section of the event will feature
youth vendors 17 and under on
Sunday, December 6 from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Applications for youth
crafters are open now until Octo-
ber 18. Visit greenbeltmd.gov/482/
Sparkle-Mart for more informa-
tion and a link to the application.

Community Online
Radio Coming Here

Have a face for radio and a
record collection that cannot be
denied? Residents are starting a
community online radio station
here in Greenbelt. Get in on
the fun by dropping a line to
greenbeltcores@gmail.com to
make the dream happen. An
interest meeting is now being
planned to take over the internet
airwaves.

Favor's Table Next
Giveaway Coming

A brand-new kids winter coats
& food & clothing giveaway is
scheduled for Saturday, Septem-
ber 26 at 5 p.m. The event will
be held in the rear parking lot of
Mowatt Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 40 Ridge Road,
Greenbelt.

Food, new kids winter coats,
shoes, clothes, diapers, bras, un-
derwear, socks, cosmetics, sanitary
pads and household items will be
given away. Non-food items will
be new and gently used items.
The child must be present to
receive winter coats and shoes,
no exception. To receive diapers,
bring baby’s birth certificate/
health insurance card. First come,
first served. No ID required.

For additional food assistance
resources, go to https://tinyurl.
com/425huwar or https://tinyurl.
com/b833drvs.

NationalHunger Month:
Greenbelt PORCHResponds

The Greenbelt PORCH food
collection schedule for September
is listed below. Food placed on
porches by the time listed will be
picked up after that time.

Saturday, September 26 —
by 10 a.m. for Greenbelt East:
Greenbrook Estates

Saturday, September 26 — by 9
a.m. for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel
Hill Road

Sunday, September 27 — by 5
p.m. for Lakeside Drive

Sunday, September 27 — by 6
p.m. for 14 and 16 Court Ridge
Road, 8 and 10 Court Southway

This Week at the New Deal Café

Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt! Try Our New Menu & Drinks!
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OUTSTANDING continued from page 1

word to Lambright-Davis. “It’s
important to be intentional about
volunteering and doing good in
the community,” she said. She
has also taken to heart the words
of her pastor, Damion Briggs
of Eastern Community Bap-
tist Church in Landover: “We
have to be intentional. Don’t
just talk about it; be about it.”
Lambright-Davis has done just
that. In 2016, Maggie Cahalan, a
board member of the Chesapeake
Education, Arts and Research
Society (CHEARS), approached
Lambright-Davis about helping
revitalize an environmental and
educational program CHEARS
had originally sponsored in 2002
in partnership with the Adelphi
Friends Meeting.

Lambright-Davis answered the
call. Since then, her involvement
has expanded. She is a gradu-
ate of the Greenbelt Citizens
Police Academy, has served on
the CHEARS board for nearly a
decade and coordinates the Earth
Squad after-school and summer
programs at SHLRC.

Through that work, she has
cultivated relationships throughout
Greenbelt — with city leaders, the
Greenbelt Police Department,
community organizations, parents
and, perhaps most importantly to
her, young people.

Her work is particularly vis-
ible in Franklin Park, where she
encourages residents to plant
right where they live. The results
can sometimes be seen overhead:
balcony gardens containing herbs,
tomatoes and other plants have
increasingly appeared throughout
the community.

Meanwhile, Lambright-Davis
and the Earth Squad continue
their work as citizen scientists,
maintaining the Three Sisters Gar-
den and Greenbelt Food Forest
while developing an appreciation
for environmental stewardship,
experimentation and community
service. Sometimes those experi-
ments require little more than
seeds, soil and imagination. Most
recently, the group tried several
methods of starting tomato seeds,
including one using toilet paper
rolls.

But the Earth Squad is about
more than gardening. Former
participants still stop by to check
in, reconnect or grab a quick
snack — and Lambright-Davis wel-
comes them. “I want my students
to know, ‘I see you. I remember
you,”” she said. Her goal is to
expose, enlighten and enrich the
young people she encounters,
while showing them that they
have a place in their community
and the ability to contribute to it.

Surprise, Surprise

For someone who spends so
much time encouraging others,
Lambright-Davis was genuinely
surprised to discover that the peo-
ple of Greenbelt had decided to
honor her. She attends the Labor
Day Festival every year. This year,
she listened as the speaker began
detailing the accomplishments of
the 2026 Outstanding Citizen.
Then came a familiar reference:
the Earth Squad. “Oh, my God!
They’re talking about me!” she
recalled thinking.

Winning the award, she said,

“means a lot. It meant a lot to
have my church family here and
a cousin I hadn’t seen in years.”
Family, friends, city council mem-
bers and previous Outstanding
Citizen honorees joined in the
celebration, eager to congratulate
Lambright-Davis and pose for
photographs after the ceremony.

But even in receiving an award
recognizing her own contribu-
tions, Lambright-Davis quickly
turned the attention back to the
young people she serves. She
took the award to show the Earth
Squad children and their parents.
“This is what you can do, too,”
she told them. “It doesn’t require
a lot to be involved.”

Keeping Young

For the past 40 years, Lam-
bright-Davis has risen at 5 a.m.
without an alarm clock. She dedi-
cates the first quiet hour of her
morning to devotions and exercise
before taking on the day. “I love
to laugh and dance,” she said.
Years ago, Lambright-Davis and
the Earth Squad children danced
with Angella Foster, director of
the Greenbelt Dance Studio,
during local activities, including
Greenbelt’s annual Black History
program and events at the Three
Sisters Garden. Today, Lambright-
Davis still loves dancing — and
working in the garden. “There’s
something about nature,” she said.
“We, as human beings, come to
coexist with nature. We come to
help, not to tear down ... but to
help.” Working in the garden, she
said, is soothing. “I never thought
that I would hug a tree!”

What’s Next?

Ask Lambright-Davis what
she would like to see next for
Greenbelt, and the energy returns
immediately. Her answer is simple
and firm: “An intergenerational
garden.” It fits naturally with her
philosophy — bringing people of
different ages together, getting
residents involved and creating
community through shared work.
She also encourages residents
to join an advisory committee
or find some other way to par-
ticipate in civic life. “You have to
be a good Greenbelter in terms
of community and friendship in
order to make community work,”
she said. “I actually believe that.”
And then Lambright-Davis returns
to the philosophy that seems to
run through everything she does
— don’t merely talk about commu-
nity; participate in it. “Don’t just
sit back and complain if you're
not trying to change anything.”

Obituaries

Eleana Marie Brooks

PHOTO COURTESY THE FAMILY

Eleana Marie Brooks

Eleana Marie Brooks, of
Greenbelt, died peacefully on
Wednesday, September 23. Raised
in Laurel, Eleana dedicated 30
years of her life to healthcare
at Washington Hospital Center.
She was known for her generous

City Notes

Public Safety/Community at-
tended the EV Showcase, the
Cultural Festival at Greenbelt
Station, a WSSC standpipe com-
munity meeting (with Public In-
formation and Planning) and the
Playtime Space ribbon cutting at
Beltway Plaza (with Economic
Development, Rangers and Public
Information).

Code Enforcement issued three
permits and inspected four com-
mercial suites, two complaints
and 15 rentals. Animal Shelter
residents are five cats and seven
kittens after no adoptions.

Public Works/Ballfields Parks
installed a memorial bench and
prepared ballfields for baseball
season. Streets Crews installed
event banners and supported the
monthly food distribution.

This fall, Recreation and Com-
munity Center staff will host on
average 35 class activities per day.
Arts presented Artful Afternoon
at Springhill Lake Recreation
Center. Therapeutic Recreation
offered seniors two field trips.

The CARES Director spoke
about CARES programs at
Springhill Lake Elementary
School’s family event. The Edu-
cation/Workforce Development
Coordinator attended Greenbelt
Middle School’s Back-to-School
night and the University of Mary-
land’s First Look Fair.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt
Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors
Find us on[Ed facebook.com/mowattumc
. 301-474-5410
Pastor Evelyn Romero

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Core Values from Romans chapter 8.

&

Crisis Hotline's
Number is 988

The National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline dialing code
is 988. Calls and text messages
are confidential and free.

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE ™
CATHOLIC CHURCH

* Daily Mass: Mon-Fri 7:15am”, Sat 9am*
* Sunday Mass:

o Sat vigil 5pm*

o Sun 8am, 9:30am, 1 lam
* Confessions Saturday 3pm - 4pm.

Masks for the unvaccinated encouraged.

CEE.EBRAT.E WITH US
135 CrescentRd. ==

www.sthughofgrenoble.org

"Live

streamed

on
Facebook
and
available
on our
YouTube
page lager.

-—

heart, her commitment to ensur-
ing people from all backgrounds
were seen and heard and her
deep devotion to animal welfare.
She spent countless hours volun-
teering in various roles with the
Greenbelt Boys and Girls Club,
Greenbelt Elementary School and
local animal shelters. Above all,
family was the centerpiece of her
life, and her greatest happiness
came from surrounding herself
with her loved ones.

A devoted mother, grandmoth-
er, sister and friend, Eleana is sur-
vived by her sons Marcus Brooks
(Samantha) of Honolulu, Hawaii
and Jason Brooks (Rebecca) of
Virginia Beach, Va.; cherished
grandchildren Morgan Brooks,
Caleb Brooks and Zara Brooks;
brothers Jim Morgan of Frederick
and Gary Morgan of Vero Beach,
Fla.; and many dear friends.

The family will provide details
for a celebration of life at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, send a
donation to a local SPCA in
Eleana’s honor.

g2

Our condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Eleana Marie
Brooks who died on September
23. She dedicated her life to car-
ing for people and animals.

Congratulations to Cedars of
Lebanon restaurant. It was men-
tioned as a highlight of the area
in Destination Maryland, the of-
ficial Maryland travel magazine
distributed by the Washington
Post last weekend.

Congratulations to Aileen Kroll
who has qualified for the Senior
Olympics in Tulsa, Okla. next
summer.

elghb

Send details of your news to
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Obituaries

The News Review publishes
obituaries of Greenbelt resi-
dents, past or present.

You write it or we will if
you prefer. We try to include
information about participa-
tion in various activities and
organizations, where the per-
son lived and something about
the family. A photograph and
service information should be
included. There is no charge.

"Life is a constant struggle, not only against forces
around us, but above all against our own ego.”
— Shoghi Effendi

Greenbelt Baha’i Community

www.greenbeltbahais.org

15 Crescent Rd

cathcomgreenbelt.org

ALL ARE WELCOME!

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GREENBELT

Mass Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Community Center Room 114

A Roman Catholic
Intentional Eucharistic
Community

OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:

CCGI1985+owneregroups.io

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for
Worship & Sunday School
at 10:00 A

A UNITED CHURCH
W2/ OF CHRIST

GREENBELT

COMMUNITY
CHURCH

Y T )
One Hillside Road

We Are an Open and
Affirming Church

www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.or
e

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Yael Fischman

A welcoming, inclusive, and friendly
synagogue offers something for everyone:
young, old, single, married, and
both Jewish and interfaith families.

Services at 8:00pm Friday and
9:45am Saturday in person and on Zoom

For more information, visit MishkanTorah.org or call 301-474-4223
A Dual-Affiliated Reconstructionist and Conservative congregation

10 Ridge Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770



mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc




Page 6 GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Neighbors Bring the World
To the Park at Greenbelt Station

By Jenny Bhaktiar

What occurs when neighbors
share their diverse cultures, cu-
linary traditions, music and cus-
toms? It becomes a celebration of
community. On Sunday, Septem-
ber 13, Greenbelt Station hosted
its inaugural Culture Festival, a
community-driven event organized
by Jenny Bhaktiar in collaboration
with the Activities and Engaged
Neighbors Committees. The event
was supported by volunteers from
various backgrounds, represent-
ing different countries — Brazil:
Denise Conti; China: Haiyan Xu
and Yifan Yu; Ethiopia: Tsion
Miherete; India: Jenny Bhaktiar
and Shalini Saha; Jamaica: Judy
Christie; and Eastern Europe
(Moldova, Poland and Russia):
Anastasiya Plachta and Elena
Solorzano.

Festival attendees shared food,
decorations, traditional attire and
cultural performances, including
Ethiopian and Bollywood music
and dance. Neighbors gathered
at tables, engaging in conversa-
tions and enjoying each other’s
company, while also learning
about diverse cultural traditions
within their community. Organ-
ized by volunteers, the festival
served as a joyful reminder that a
strong neighborhood is cultivated
through building connections,
sharing stories and embracing one
another’s diversity.

i EASTERN
EUROPE

- Photos courtesy Greenbelt
Station neighbors

Yifan Yu and Xiaoyan Zheng at the China table

Bollywood dancer Jenny Bhak-
tiar

Y

Hilderaldo Conti, Denise Conti and Amy Conti support Brazil with
style and panache.

The India table

Saron Worku, Tsion Miherete and Tsehaye Habteselasie perform a colorful
and energetic dance from Ethiopia.

f - | 4
From left, Councilmember Danielle McKinney, City Manager Josué

Salmeron, two Greenbelt Station residents and Councilmembers Kristen
Weaver and Jenni Pompi sit together at the multicultural event.

— | ¥ e,
— 1 s

Bollywood dancer Shalini Saha






http://compostcrew.com/greenbelt
mailto:lrobles@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:lrobles@greenbeltmd.gov
http://tinyurl.com/y5zp2rze
http://tinyurl.com/y5zp2rze
http://greenbeltrotary.org/
http://sugeni.us/Ubb7
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts

Page 8

GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Pet Show Has Lots of Winners

by Sadie Young

Each year, the Greenbelt La-
bor Day Festival offers countless
games, activities and events for
the community to enjoy. A no-
table Festival event is the Labor
Day Pet Show, which is hosted
annually on the Saturday morn-
ing of Labor Day weekend. This
year’s pet show took place at 9
a.m. on Saturday, September 5.

For the past four years, the
Pet Show has been hosted by Girl
Scout Troop 23007 on the lawn
just in front of the Library. The
Pet Show features three segments,
beginning with a brief interview
of each pet’s family, a “show and
tell” of their pet’s quirks, tricks
and personality, and finally, an
awards ceremony in which each
pet’s family is presented with their
personalized certificate.

This year’s pet show was the
final one to be hosted by Troop
23007. The troop is now an Am-
bassador Troop, and members
are set to graduate both Girl
Scouts and high school this com-
ing spring.

To ensure the Pet Show is
carried on after their departure,
Troop 23007 invited the younger
Troop 23023 to shadow the pet-
show process. Troop 23007 mem-
ber and ERHS Senior Lien Gareri

said, “It’s nice to know that there

Pet Show Winners
(By Animal, Award, Owner)

Dogs
Sirius Black — Proud Gryffindor, Bedford-Dillow family
Lola — Sirius’s Snuggle Buddy, Bedford-Dillow family
Raven — Football Fanatic, Abby Crowley
Daisy — Man’s Best Friend, Jason
Gigi — Best Kisses, Elizabeth
Enzo — Chillest Chihuahua, Victoria
Lincoln — The Comeback Kid, Donna Peterson
Kahlua — Biggest Foodie, Mia
Clover — Lucky Charm, Amber Hennessy
Bear — New Kid on the Block, Lilah & Antonio
Scout — Could Have Been a Girl Scout, Audrey Walters
Lucy Lou — Best Snuggler, Gendreau family
Petunia — Future CEO, McKenna
Blazer — Fashionable Gentleman, Gabby Giunta
Rocky — Bougie Baby, Carol
Joe Hound — Canine Houdini, Turner family
Dina — Frisbee Champion, Zanin family
Jack — Mama’s Boy, Kieran Wilkinson
Rocky — Knight in Furry Armor, Rose & Donald
Cici — Groundhog Haggler, Charlie & Lucy Borg
Jasmine — Cookie Lover, Marie
Cats

Tango — Bravest Adventurer, Leisnham family
Gizmo — Crazy Cakes, Denna & Kaleb
Maurice — Sassy Queen, Emily Henriquez

Guinea Pigs
Teddy — Scaredy Pig, Naomi
Pickles — Nervous Muncher, Naomi
Puff — Burrow Baby, Adelaide
Figment — Cute Cuddler, Adelaide

are people after [me], and that
they can carry on what we have
been doing.”

While a bittersweet ending for
Troop 23007, the Pet Show was
an overwhelming success yet an-
other year. Twenty-eight pets and
an estimated over 100 community
members turned up to celebrate
their animal companions. The
show attracted new participants as
well as many returning pets.

Emily Henriquez with her cat Maurice

PHOTO BY JON GARDNER

BY ALISON GARY

Back row (Troop 23007): Emily Gendreau, Brooklyn Scott, Holly Wheeler
(former leader), Lien Gareri, Felix Holden, Kira Wilkinson, Sadie Young
and Lilah Ali. Front row (Troop 23023): Leader Jessica O'Roark, Mary
Winternitz, Maren O’Roark, Lizzy Garrido, Liv Angeles and Skylar
Leisnham.

PHOTO BY ALISON GARY N

PHOTO BY JON GARDNER

PHOTO BY JON GARDNER

PHOTO BY JON GARDNER

Help Us Help You Help Greenbelt

Are you a local nonprofit that could use
$500-5000 in seed money for a project or
endeavor? If so, the Greenbelt Community
Foundation is here for you. Our fall grant
cycle is going on right now (deadline October
15), and we’re looking to give out money to
worthy causes. Contact us at
greenbeltcommunityfoundation@gmail.com
or visit https://greenbeltfoundation.org for
information on how to apply.
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BARC continued from page 1

The stay is in effect until October
2 and another court hearing is
scheduled for September 29.

We have withheld the names
of the BARC employees we spoke
with for this article to protect
them from retaliation for speaking
to the press. The are identified by
their type of position instead.

New Instructions

On Tuesday of last week, the
day after the stay, an email ob-
tained by the News Review ad-
vised BARC employees how to
proceed. Those who have already
moved or who are in transit are
not required to return. Those with
“approved relocation orders” or
“financially binding arrangements”
such as realtor contracts, signed
purchase agreements or leases or
who have received a lump sum
to relocate, can proceed if they
wish, though it is “completely
voluntary,” said the email.

For all others, their deadlines
to accept reassignments and re-
locations have been paused. The
processing of separations that
are based on the reorganization
was also paused, according to the
email, which was unsigned but
came from REE.Reorganization@
usda.gov. For those already sepa-
rated, leave and severance process-
ing would continue, it stated.

One Greenbelt scientist we
spoke with had already submitted
his intent to retire early rather
than relocate. That’s now paused
and could be reversed, depend-
ing on the outcome of the court
case. “If there’s still a campus”
he could see himself continuing
his work for a couple more years,
he told the News Review. For
others whose resignations and
retirements have already been
processed, though, or who ac-
cepted other jobs, the stay comes
too late.

The Pause

Two Greenbelters working at
BARC with whom we spoke had
previously been instructed to re-
port to new locations by October
5 to continue in their positions.
One had been given a reassign-
ment that was later retracted
when facilities at the new loca-
tion were found not adequate.
For those with October 5 report
dates, the final day to decline to
move is the Friday before, which
is October 2, the same day the
stay expires, one scientist noted
to the News Review. Initially, the
pause until October 2 wouldn’t
make much of a difference for
those that had to make a deci-
sion by that date, he said, though
it would for a group that had to
leave on September 21. A longer
reprieve was hoped for but not
confirmed by time of press. “It
seems like something’s in the
works in terms of a pause until
October 30,” reports the scientist,
from information based on a
meeting with managers on Friday.

Institutional Loss

If the longer stay is confirmed,
this will change not only the re-
port date, which is no longer
expected to be October 5 for
those we spoke with, but is also
expected to change the Volun-
tary Separation Incentive Payout
(VSIP) deadline from October 2
to October 30. That is the dead-
line many have been waiting for
if they don’t plan to move, and it
seems most don’t. The union ad-
vised employees to initially accept
reassignments while challenges
played out in court. The scientist
we spoke with said less than a
quarter of his remaining team
planned to move when the time

came and that the team itself is
less than half of what it once was.

There are big consequences
for institutional knowledge and
research. The Greenbelt scientist
said the loss “cuts across different
fields,” and he’s concerned about
how people will be trained in the
new location when people previ-
ously leading projects apprenticed
for years before taking them over.

Morale is not great, he says.
People are packing offices, labs
are quiet and cleaned up. “Ev-
erything’s kind of already been
packed away, or thrown away, put
in the hallway or tagged to send
off,” he told the News Review.
They have cleared out spaces,
samples and freezers, and equip-
ment is tagged to ship. They’re
trying to archive things and save
just what’s really needed, he said.
“There’s definitely still a lot to
do but it definitely looks like it’s
a moving scene, not a working
scene, right now.”

It’s hard because some people
who specialize in one thing aren’t
going, explains the scientist. “Just
in our lab alone, there’ll be a
huge break in the research where
certain projects just won’t be
continued.”

“Even if the orders are re-
versed, they accomplished a lot
[toward shutting down BARC],”
said a Greenbelt research techni-
cian. “It’ll be a matter of what
gets restored. The transition team
said it will be a long time to
clean things up regardless of what
happens; a matter of years, if
not decades,” he told the News
Review.

Hope

Despite the damage, while a
complete decommissioning was
imminent just over a week ago,
there’s now some hope for the
future. The scientist we spoke
with is more optimistic about the
future after the judge took the
case seriously. He doesn’t believe
they will maintain the campus
at anything close to full capac-
ity “but I think we’re all kind of
hopeful that there’s a chance that
people who have hung on and
some of the labs will find a home
here. But that would take kind
of a miracle because that would
take the administration to buy
into that, too, not just another
court case,” he said, because the
decisions can be appealed and
the Supreme Court may side with
the administration. “There’s a
little bit of hope after last week.
I think most of us two weeks ago
were like, that’s it, we’ve used ev-
ery chance we have and it’s time
to start planning other jobs and
retirements. And a lot of people
have left for other jobs.”

“I think there’s an air of opti-
mism for most,” said the research
technician, but “not many here,”
he added.

“I wish we knew more, tangi-
bly,” said the Greenbelt scientist.
“There have been a lot of meet-
ings but a lot of the hard ques-
tions haven’t been answered.”

Now the BARC employees
wait for more information from
management, the union and the
hearing on September 29.

PHOTO BY KEN LOO

individual birds.

This rock pigeon with a band on its leg is ready for takeoff at
Greenbelt Lake. A pigeon with a leg band is a domestic, racing
or pet bird that is likely lost, tired or taking a short break from
its journey home. Private owners, breeders and racers use closed
plastic or metal bands stamped with letters and numbers to identify

Greenbelters Travel

Isaac Switzer, 7,
awaits the launch
of the Nancy
Grace Roman
Space Telescope
from Banana
Creek, Kennedy
Space Center,
Cape Canaveral,
Fla., on August
30. Isaac’s dad,
Eric Switzer, is
the Wide Field
Instrument Inte-
gration and Test
Project Scientist
for Roman.

Amy D'Esposito on board the ship Celebrity Equinox attending a
"Suzanne Giesemann Awakened Way Cruise" traveling from Bar-
celona, Spain to Lisbon, Portugal and Tangiers, Morocco.

Mary Murchison-Edwords and Fred Edwords pose in front of the
Tylerton sign at the settlement on Smith Island, Md., on August 27.

PHOTO BY SUSANNAH RUTHERGLEN

PHOTO BY FRIENDLY FELLOW TRAVELER

PHOTO BY A FRIENDLY TOURIST

Roosevelt Center &
New Deal Cafe
13 Centerway
Greenbelt, MD
20770

NEW DFAI_

GOT YO

GA? Tina's Blues Fun Yo_gaMix

Lucie and Luna Blues
M.S.G. Acoustic Blues Trio

Sami Fl
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Anthony "Swamp Dog" Clark

Greenbelt Honk! Situation
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*
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Bad Influence
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ecial Guest Mary Shaver
nger & Built 4 Comfort @ NDC

k.com/GreenbeltBluesFest

#BluesFestGreenbelt #BluesinMD #BluesFansTravel,.
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DORSEY continued from page 1

letters of the alphabet and their
sounds to help him learn to read.
Dorsey used marbles to teach her
brother the basics of math.

Tutoring her brother, who ul-
timately caught up with his peers
in middle school, showed Dorsey
that she could find creative ways
to help kids learn and succeed.

From a small town in Louisi-
ana to playing point guard and
earning All-American honors at
top-ranked Louisiana State Uni-
versity, to playing in the WNBA
for the Detroit Shock, to suc-
cessfully coaching a high school
basketball team in Louisiana to
three District championships (and
being named Coach of the Year),
and then coaching at Western
Kentucky University, Latasha
Dorsey has come full circle to
where her true passion lies — nur-
turing, challenging and inspiring
children as Greenbelt Elementary
School’s new principal.

Dorsey says she plans to ap-
ply what she learned while tu-
toring her older brother, who
now runs a successful trucking
company, and what she gained
as a women'’s basketball coach to
help Greenbelt students build a
foundation for excellence that will
help them succeed in life.

“I learned very early on that
you have to empower people to
recognize their own talents and
gifts,” Dorsey said. As a coach, “I
would look for the positives in ev-
eryone’s skill set. Magic Johnson
did that when he played. It didn’t
matter who he played with, he
always made them feel like they
were the best.”

As an educator, she said, “I
still lead that way. Focus on each
student’s strength, and then en-
hance their areas of growth.”

Dorsey’s enthusiasm is con-
tagious. She acknowledges her
good fortune in working at a
school with strong parent and
community involvement. Several
initiatives to improve students’
academic performance and self-
esteem are already underway.

A colorful, brightly lit vending
machine is the first thing visitors
notice as they enter the Greenbelt
Elementary School lobby. But
instead of junk food and sugary
soft drinks, the Readers are Lead-
ers vending machine dispenses
books.

Students will receive a token
on their birthday, which they can
use to buy a book. Later, Dorsey
explained, teachers will award to-
kens when students meet reading-
related academic goals. Good
behavior will also earn a token.

The vending machine aligns
with the school’s commitment “to
inspire students to love reading,”
Dorsey told the News Review.
“We tell them that in books, you
can use your imagination, dream
big and maybe one day write
your own book.”

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for
the book vending machine was
held in early September. “When
the kids pass by the vending

PHOTO BY CAROL CHASTANG

Principal Dorsey

machine, they ask, ‘When am I
going to get MY books?’ The kids
are really excited,” Dorsey said.

The Parent Teacher Associa-
tion at Greenbelt Elementary,
Dorsey said, takes the initiative
to bridge school district fund-
ing gaps by organizing a book-
sale fundraiser each year during
Greenbelt’s Labor Day Festival.
“They broke fundraising records
that will support our needs at
Greenbelt Elementary, including
recess equipment,” Dorsey said.

When it comes to addressing
the challenges teachers face in
supporting students’ unmet social
and emotional needs, Dorsey
said she decided to take action
when she began her new role as
principal by listening to what the
Greenbelt Elementary educators
were saying.

“I asked the staff for input on
systems and structures. Before
making any changes or moves,
I committed to listening first.
Learn, then lead. I met with the
class leaders and our chairpersons
over the summer to ensure they
felt seen and heard. They were
grateful. It’s about working collab-
oratively to move forward.”

To improve teamwork, enhance
student success and advance the
educators’ goals, the Greenbelt
Elementary School Instructional
Leadership Team now holds week-
ly meetings with students, parents
and teachers.

“We call it a Three by Three
by Three,” said Dorsey. “We in-
terview three students, three staff
members and three parents. We're
learning by hearing what they
need. We're asking, ‘How can we
support you in being successful
and having the best possible expe-
rience at Greenbelt Elementary?’
Then it’s my job to take that data
and create resources and opportu-
nities to make that a reality.”

Dorsey said she appreciates
the Greenbelt community’s help.
Meanwhile, extra help is always
welcome.

“Get involved. Join our PTA.
Volunteer. We have opened the
door for ‘Room Parents’ at our
school, who support the teacher
by making copies or recruiting
more volunteers for field trips.
We want to see them in the build-
ing. We want them to be active
participants in our students’ ex-
periences.”

Greenbelters Travel

PHOTO COURTESY RENEE COOPER

During their summer vacation in Austria, Renée, left, and Nikos
Cooper visited the Imperial Villa of Emperor Franz Joseph and
his wife, Empress Elisabeth, in Bad Ischl.

John Campanile
finds a rainy day
at the south Jersey
shore is perfect for
catching up with the
News Review.

PHOTO COURTESY JOHN CAMPANILE

PHOTO BY ASHLEY FINN

Liz Thomas and son Sebastian visited Guanajuato City, Mexico,
in August. They forgot to pull out the issue of the News Review
they took with them but are pictured here at the El Pipila Monu-
ment overlook.

Justin Donaldson and
the News Review visited
Portsmouth, England,
recently. The HMS War-
rior is in the background.

PHOTO BY ELISE FRASER
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UNIONIZATION continued from page 1

would not sit down and talk it
through.
Employee Speaks

Following Leon-Lierman, city
employee Dajuan Stanback urged
council to take action to allow
the union relationship. Stanback,
clearly nervous, characterized
himself as “shaking in his boots”
to be there.

The Complaint

Resident Susan Smithers point-
ed out that in the early Greenbelt
years, the city worked together
with unions to forge a good life.
She was impassioned, saying,
“Shame on you” repeatedly to the
managers of Public Works, whom
she accused of lying as well as
“intimidating.”

She began reading out the
complaint from the union, which
alleges that Public Works em-
ployees had faced “repeated in-
cidents of intimidation, coercion
and interference from the City
of Greenbelt and its managerial
employees.” The complaint goes
on to claim that these incidents
have increased in frequency and
severity since the charter change
was enacted.

The document further accuses
city management of “interfer-
ing with the employees’ right of
self-organization protected under
the Greenbelt code.” Smithers
named a particular Public Works
supervisor and cited a litany of
complaints that he was threaten-
ing injurious consequences to
employees if they were to join
the union. She ended her speech
saying, “Shame on you” directly
to City Manager Josué Salmeron.

Next Up

Resident Lore Rosenthal rose
to continue Smithers’ recital of
the union complaint when Smith-
er’s initial five-minute speaking
time expired. Rosenthal con-
tinued reading from the union
complaint, citing all 14 alleged
incidents, all of which outlined il-
legal management actions, threats
or misrepresentations that con-
travene legislation on employee
rights. Each citation included
related case law and/or a labor
code citation associated with the
alleged illegal activity.

The alleged incidents included
actions designed to prevent work-
er interaction with union repre-
sentation, accusations that the
union tells lies and threats that
working conditions will change for
the worse if they join the union.
The document also asserts that a
recent employee termination was
used to intimidate others from
joining the union.

The complaint also requests
the allocation to the city of costs
and attorney fees associated with
the complaint, as adjudicated by
an impartial labor commissioner.
The complaint goes on to request
that an included document be
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posted publicly and also sent by
email to all public works employ-
ees.

A Request

Another speaker said council
should affirm that workers have
the legal right to unionize and
management is required to be
neutral. He requested that man-
agement affirm that and inform
city employees accordingly.

Salmeron’s Response

During his administrative re-
port, Salmeron responded to the
statements made earlier. He said
that the city has delivered train-
ing and constant reminders to
Public Works managers to remain
neutral as workers make their
decisions. As a result of the city
being served with the legal com-
plaint read by the petitioners,
significant conversations have
taken place with supervisory per-
sonnel. Salmerén expressed his
disappointment that there are still
major concerns.

Labor Commissioner

Salmerdn said he would wel-
come the appointment of an im-
partial labor commissioner to
investigate this — not in-house
or by city attorneys — and said
he felt this would be agreeable
to the city and to the union
attorneys who brought the un-
fair labor practices complaint.
Salmeron promised to follow
through on any recommendation
a commissioner may make, includ-
ing disciplinary action. He said
he is intent on remaining neutral,
to preserve his own credibility
when he comes to the table to
negotiate with the union, he said.
He explained that’s why he will
not himself take an active role in
the investigation.

In response to a question
from resident Michael Hartman,
Salmeron confirmed that the dis-
ciplinary action he referred to tak-
ing would be against any manage-
ment employee who had violated
the rights of workers.

A Good Place to Work

Hartman went on to aver that

Salmeron and the workers held
the same ambition — a good place
to work. Salmerén replied that
he assuredly did hold that as an
ambition and pointed out that the
city, in the last three budgets, had
cut unfilled positions and trimmed
back so that they could continue
to give Public Works employees
raises and good working condi-
tions — just as they do for classi-
fied workers.
Request for Status

In response to a question from
Councilmember Jenni Pompi,
Salmeron replied that they had
requested a list of qualified la-
bor commissioners. She then
requested to get a timeline on the
process. She also asked if notices
were, in fact, posted in the work-
place about the employees’ right
to organize without fear of reper-
cussion. In both cases, Salmeron
said he would provide information
on what had been done.

Fear of Repercussion

Pompi referred sympathetically
to Stanback, the employee who
was nervous to speak to council
— noting that while speaking in
public might have been part of
his trepidation, she felt he was
also likely very concerned about
potential repercussions in the
workplace.

Avoiding Lawyers

Echoing Leon-Lierman’s earlier
point, Councilmember Frankie
Fritz felt that with a little good
will on both sides, it was per-
haps not necessary to go the
legal route and pay for lawyers
and commissioners. Noting that
council had already stated pub-
licly in the council meeting that
it was committed to proceeding
correctly, he thought both parties
could come to agreement.

Fritz deferred to Salmeron’s
right to decide, but said, having
himself worked in the labor rela-
tions field, he felt the formality
was probably not necessary. A
speaker from the floor supported
Fritz’s point, saying that it went
against the cooperative spirit of

* 5
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Greenbelt to hire “notoriously
union-busting lawyers” to repre-
sent their interests. (As noted in
last week’s reporting, Salmeron
has stated that the same firm has
been the city’s labor attorney for
at least 20 years and has overseen
their collective bargaining process
for the police department (see the
September 17 issue).)

What’s Next

While no conclusions were
reached or specific actions taken,
it was clear that council, reiter-
ating its support for fair labor
practices, was determined to make
sure that employees were treated
fairly and respectfully in the mat-
ter of unionization.
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Kennedy Center Protest Sends
Greenbelters to the Ramparts

by Cathie Meetre

On Friday, September 18, the
Hands Around the Kennedy Cen-
ter event was held at the Kennedy
Center, which is under threat
from the Trump administration.
National news outlets report-
ed on the protesters who were
there to show support for the
arts venue against the proposals
that could lead to its destruction.
It seemed to the News Review,
however, that this would be an
opportunity for the many Green-
belt residents likely opposed to
interference with a local resource
such as this to make their feelings
known, so we used our Facebook
page to ask for their input. This
article compiles the stories and
photos that current, former and
aspiring Greenbelters who at-
tended the event have sent to us.
The event went on through the
evening until the stars came out
and the moon shone bright.

An Icon for Leadership

For many, perhaps most, the
Center is a memorial to a presi-
dent whose focus in the 1960s
was on building, exploring and
fairness rather than the current
president’s creation of destruc-
tion, mayhem and the increasing
polarization between wealth and
poverty. Though the architecture
may perhaps miss the sublime
beauty of a gothic cathedral or
the Taj Mahal, the spirit it rep-
resents is what many believe the
United States stands for.

The proposed destruction of
the Kennedy Center has been
characterized as an expression of
spite and ignorance designed (un-
successfully perhaps) to distract
voters from the larger-scale policy
catastrophes that seem typical of
the current administration.

Greenbelt’s Response

Our appeal to Greenbelters
for stories and photos did not
go unheard. We thank all who
responded, and only regret that
we cannot accommodate all that
were submitted.

The program was emceed by
drag artist Tara Hoot and speak-
ers included Lynda Carter, TV’s
Wonder Woman. The crowd
began assembling in the early
evening. With clear skies and
reasonable temperatures, attendees
enjoyed the camaraderie of the
crowd and the Kennedy Center’s
commanding terrace view over the
Potomac River.

A Musician’s View

Emily Yang, Greenbelter and
professional cellist, has played
many times at the Kennedy
Center. This occasion was dif-
ferent because she was outside
playing with the group that per-
formed Bernstein’s Take Care of
This House at the protest (lis-
ten to Barbra Streisand sing it
on YouTube at youtube.com/
watch?v=hGLXYz6fl1A).

Yang told us, “It felt incred-
ible to have so much support for
the Kennedy Center last night,
including the inspiring speech
from Carter.” Yang went on to
say that on her way out she was
interviewed by a New York Times
(NYT) reporter.

Not to play second fiddle (as it
were) to the NYT, we can report
what she said to him. She told
him that she had played cello at
the Kennedy Center Concert Hall,
Terrace Theater and Millenium
Stage and recounted her memory
of how she “attended an NSO

PHOTO BY LORENA MCCRACKEN HIEP

The crowd fills the area around the Kennedy Center.

rehearsal as a high school student
where somebody in the orchestra
had a medical emergency, and
saw how Slava (Mstislav Rostropo-
vich) immediately responded and
led the responses of everyone
around in the most human and
the most beautiful way.”

She also told the reporter that
she felt the Center was, “A home
for beauty in all our lives, com-
munity, connection, remembrance,
history, passion and love for the
arts.” It is Yang’s hope that the
Kennedy Center can “continue
forward on its mission as a trea-
sured place of beauty, community,
passion and love for the arts for
all the people.”

Human Chain, Riverwise

Greenbelt resident Paul Rich-
ards noted that as he arrived
around 6 p.m., there were already
crowds in place. As the evening
wore on, he told us that, “Thou-
sands of people formed a human
chain around the building.” He
tells us that “Lots of people took
photos (of the chain) in front of
the Kennedy Center.” But in his
photo, which silhouettes the held
hands against the sunset over the
Potomac, he shows us, “This is
what it looked like in the back.
There were more than enough
bodies to completely encompass
the entire building.”

Richards’ photo of the placard
proclaiming “Donny, you are no
JFK” also picks up on a pair of
very respectable looking people
wearing baseball caps that instruct
us to Make Lying Wrong Again,
which are now readily available
for purchase online.

Kennedy Center Size

While an approximate mea-
surement of the Kennedy Center
perimeter is 1,860 feet, the entire
site spans 17 acres along the Po-
tomac. At one person every 2.5
feet (judging from the photo) and
perhaps more packed together
in front of the building, this is a
minimum of 1,100 people holding
hands.

Musicians Protest

Cheryl Hill Sanborn has been
a Lastner Lane resident since
2002, with both of her children
graduating from Eleanor Roosevelt
High School. She is a profes-
sional clarinetist and the princi-
pal clarinetist with the National
Philharmonic of Montgomery
County, performing at Strathmore.
Sanborn knows the Kennedy Cen-
ter, having played there with the
Kennedy Center Ballet and at-
tended concerts, opera and other
productions in its various spaces.
She’s a member of two local

musicians’ unions whose adher-
ents have been deeply impacted
by the Kennedy Center closure.
Less stressfully, one hopes, she
describes herself as “a proud
member of the Greenbelt Co-op!”
Her photograph shows both her
sense of humor and her deep of-
fense with the threat.

Greenbelters on the Warpath

Lorena McCracken Hiep writes
that she’s a former Greenbelter,
with family still living here. She
says, “It was a beautiful night
spent with people who have loved
attending or performing at the
Kennedy Center through the de-
cades. I had the privilege of sing-
ing there with the Prince George’s
High School Honors Chorus back
in the 1980s, when I was a stu-
dent at ERHS.” Her photo picks
up on the ambience of the crowd.

Greenbelter Elizabeth Tobey
writes, “I was at the Kennedy
Center Protest (Friday). It was
heartening to see so many people
come out to support and defend
the Center. It’s hard to estimate
crowds, but I'm guessing there
were at least 1,000. At one point,
the sound from the band that was
playing was reverberating against
the facade. It was if the music
and the people were breathing life
into the Center.”

Participant Cicady Aquatica,
though not a Greenbelter by resi-
dence, says she has performed
enough times at the Greenbelt
Arts Center that she feels like,
“the Greenbelt area is a sec-
ond home.” She goes on to say,
“Soooo many people! There were
multiple times I got chills. One of
my favorite moments was getting
to erase Dump’s name from a
poster and replace it with hearts.”
(Author’s Note: “Dump” is a col-
loquial nickname for the current
president).

Resident C. E. Ready sent us
several photos, referring to her
86-year-old father’s desire to be at
the protest as he had worked “on
and at the building.” She met
the emcee, drag performer Tara
Hoot, whom Ready describes as
“a lovely person.” Hoot had previ-
ously helped her with the logistics
of taking her father to the event.

Patricia Stack’s photo gives
a good sense of just how many
people were present, listening to
the music and the presentations.
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Silhouetted against the setting sun and the Potomac, the joined hands
speak eloquently of the shared bond.
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The crowd at the Kennedy Cen-
ter in the evening
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Lynda Carter, who played Wonder
Woman, addresses the crowd in front
of a shuttered and masked Kennedy
Center.
A regal Trump spoofer
berates the crowd at
the protest.
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A veritable sea of
people gather in front
of the building to hear
music and speeches.
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