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Inside Stories

New principal at 

GES, p.7

Retro Town Fair, 

p.11

See BRIDGE, page  7

What Goes On

Monday, August 17 

No City Council Meeting: 
Summer Recess
Wednesday, August 19 

No Council Meeting: Summer 
Recess

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more in-
formation.

See MARSHALL, page  15

See TACO BELL, page  13

See CKC NEWS, page  8

F a c i n g  a 
mult i -mi l l ion-
dollar shortfall 
for the 2026-
2027 fiscal year, 
Prince George’s 
C o u n t y  P u b -
l i c  S c h o o l s 
(PGCPS) many 
b u d g e t  c u t s 
i n c l u d e d  t h e 
end of a long-
r unning sum-
mer preparatory 
program for in-
coming Science 
and  Technol -
ogy (S&T) stu-
dents at Eleanor 
Roosevelt High 
School (ERHS). 
However, ERHS 
teachers and students volunteered 
for two days in mid-July to pro-
vide incoming S&T students 
with an attenuated version of the 
bridge program. 

“This year unfortunately, our 
traditional Summer Bridge pro-
gram is not taking place due 
to budget cuts, and so what we 
have instead is a summer assign-

A pre-application hearing re-
garding a proposed Taco Bell 
in Greenway Center was held 
on Tuesday, August 4 with 10 
members of the public attending.  
The new Taco Bell would cover 
half an acre and include a drive-
through window.  Although the 
area is in the Commercial, Gener-
al and Office Zone, the presence 
of a drivethrough triggered the 
Special Exception application and 
associated public hearings.

The meeting was led by Mat-
thew Gordon of Selzer Gurvitch 

On August 3, the Dallas Mav-
ericks basketball team posted an 
image of Naji Marshall standing 
beneath a Breezewood Court 
street sign in Franklin Park, with 
the text, “Naji signs his extension 
in his hometown of Greenbelt, 
Md.” 

In the News Review issue 
of August 6, we wrote about 
how Creative Kids Camp (CKC) 
youngsters worked with News 
Review staff.  Wearing their press 
passes, they typed on typewriters, 
created stories, searched GNR 
archives, produced original art-
work and had fun — and so did 
we.  This week, the News Review 

Summer Bridge for S&T Students 
Cancelled, PGCPS Savings Unclear

by Hannah Frasure

Special Exception Application Hearing
For a Taco Bell in Greenway Center

by Maurice Crawford

Creative Kids Campers Build
Their Very Own Newspaper 

by Cathie Meetre 

From Greenbelt to Dallas: Marshall
Extends Contract with Mavericks

by Charlotte Ormond

GNR volunteer Cathie Meetre works with younger campers on writing 

stories during their visit to the News Review.

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y 

JE
R

R
Y 

B
O

N
N

E
LL

is proud to present a kid-sized 
newspaper nestled within its own 
pages.  See pages 8 and 9.  

Authorship

The stories were penned by 
the older groups and are repre-
sentative rather than selected as 
winners of some sort of competi-

Marshall was in Greenbelt pre-
paring for a mental health aware-
ness event when the Mavericks 
team president Masai Ujiri called 
to offer him a three-year, $52.5 
million contract extension that 
could keep him with the team 
through the 2029-30 season, ac-

cording to The New York Times/
The Athletic.

The Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School (ERHS) graduate proved 
himself a valuable player for the 
Mavericks this past season, when 
he averaged 15.2 points on 51 
percent shooting to go along with 
4.7 rebounds and 3.3 assists over 
74 games. Marshall has been play-
ing for the team since 2024, after 
spending four years with the New 
Orleans Pelicans.

In an interview with Babcock 
Hoops in 2020, Marshall de -
scribed what it was like playing 
basketball as a child. “I feel like 
growing up with the youth and 
grassroots basketball there and 
to be able to experience both of 
those areas was unbelievable. It’s 

Location of the proposed new Taco Bell in Greenway Center

S&T students, from unspecified schools, during the 2025 summer bridge 

program at University of Maryland
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ment and two in-person days,” 
ERHS S&T Coordinator Sharla 
Peters-Smith told families of the 
incoming students at a virtual in-
formational session hosted June 9 
and added that teachers would be 
volunteering to run the program. 

In then-Interim Superintendent 
Shawn Joseph’s January letter 
attached to his proposed budget 

he described the 
fiscal climate, say-
ing, “We find our-
selves in a year 
of recalibration. 
Rising costs, de-
clining enrollment 
and new Blue -
pr int mandates 
have created un-
precedented fiscal 
pressure. Specifi-
cally, PGCPS has 
absorbed $110 
million in com-
pensation increas-
es for our employ-
ees and retirees 
while our reserves 
are depleted and 
county funding 
remains at  the 

minimum level — well below that 
of our regional peers.” 

The summer program was 
s lashed across  four  Pr ince 
George’s County science-focused 
magnet schools including ERHS 
S&T program (as well as S&T 
at Charles Herbert Flowers and 

Attorneys at Law, whose firm 
is handling the permit applica-
tions, and Matthew Pohlhaus of 
IMEG corporation, whose firm 
is conducting the site design.  
Also in attendance was Michael 
DeGennaro representing Com-
bined Properties, the owners of 
Greenway Center.

The new Taco Bell would 
be located in the northeast sec-
tion of the shopping center, just 
south of Greenbelt Road, and use  

Naji Marshall visits his hometown.
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15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887

Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)

ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)

website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com

HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 

treasurer; Carol GrifÏth, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.

-  Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classi¿ed ads with payment only.
-  Tuesday 6 p.m. Classi¿ed ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 

may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 

external ofÏce door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external ofÏce door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF

Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Larry Beyna, Laura 

Bonkosky, Jerry Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, Maurice 

Crawford, Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Anne Gardner, Elizabeth 

Gardner, Jon Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Carol GrifÏth, 
Nick Hall NH, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, Butch 

Hicks, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Erica Johns, Jeff Jones, Tom Jones, 

Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Mary Kokumo, Sandra Lange, 

Amanda Larsen, Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer, Anne Marigza, 

Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Rebecca Rackis, William Ralbovsky, 

Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, 

Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, David 

Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Christopher Stark, Beth Terry, James 

Thompson, Nancy Tolzman, Jeႇ Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Ray Zammuto and 
Michael Zeliႇ.

Le�ers Policy 
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 words 
(shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and space 
constraints. The News Review may add a comment from the editor 
if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's name, 
physical address, and telephone number. Only the 
name will be published; the News Review will con-
sider requests for the name to be withheld.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
AUGUST 14th - 20th

Spider-Man: Brand New 
Day (PG-13) (CC) 

(DVS) (2026) (145 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 4:45 PM, 8:15 PM
Sat. 4:45 PM, 8:15 PM

Sun. 4:30 PM (OC), 7:45 PM
Mon. 3:45 PM, 7:00 PM

Tues. 6:15 PM
Wed. 6:15 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Thurs. 7:40 PM

Cookie Queens (G) (CC) 
(DVS) (2026) (91 mins)

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 7:55 PM
Sat. 5:05 PM
Sun. 7:25 PM
Mon. 4:05 PM
Tues. 5:00 PM
Wed. 7:45 PM

Thurs. 5:20 PM

National Theatre Live - 
Mrs. Warren’s Profession 

(CC) (DVS) (2025) (120 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Thurs. 5:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 5:05 PM
Sat. 7:55 PM
Sun. 4:10 PM

Mon. 6:40 PM
Tues. 7:15 PM
Wed. 5:00 PM

Tony (CC) 
(DVS) (2026) (106 mins)

Early Members-only Screening
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Thurs. 8:00 PM

Storytime on Screen - FREE!
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Mon. 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

Vivo (PG) 
(CC) (DVS) (2021) (99 mins)

School’s Out! - FREE!
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Thurs. 1:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Spider-Man: Brand New Day
It’s a brand-new day for Peter Parker (Tom Holland). Fighting 

crime fulltime as Spider-Man in a world that doesn’t remember him 
— and the pressure of seeing his old friends move on without him 
— sparks a change in Peter he may not have the power to control. 
But that transformation might also be the only thing that can stop 
a shocking new threat to the city and those he loves — a powerful 
villain no one can even see. The world may have forgotten Peter 
Parker, but he hasn’t forgotten it.

Cookie Queens
A celebration of girlhood and the complexities that come with 

it, Cookie Queens is a coming-of-age story about the joys, pressures 
and tensions woven into one of America’s most cherished rituals: 
Girl Scout Cookie season. Said critic Mark Jackson of Epoch Times, 
“While Cookie Queens is a complex look at how America puts pres-
sure on kids to be successful, it’s also unquestionably a love letter 
to Girl Scouts and the magic of girlhood. It’s one of the most child-
hood nostalgia-inducing films I’ve seen in a while.”

National Theatre Live — 
Mrs. Warren’s Profession

Five-time Olivier Award-winner Imelda Staunton (The Crown) 
joins forces with her real-life daughter Bessie Carter (Bridgerton) 
for the very first time, playing mother and daughter in Bernard 
Shaw’s incendiary moral classic. Vivie Warren is a woman ahead of 
her time. Her mother, however, is a product of that old patriarchal 
order. Exploiting it has earned Mrs. Warren a fortune — but at what 
cost? Filmed live from the West End, this new production reunites 
Staunton with director Dominic Cooke (Follies, Good), exploring the 
clash between morality and independence, traditions and progress.

Tony
Nineteen-year-old Anthony Bourdain (Dominic Sessa) stumbles 

into the chaotic world of a restaurant kitchen, setting off a summer 
that shapes the course of his life. Said critic Justin Chang of The 
New Yorker, “It’s a youthful romance, a goofball gross-out, and a 
Karate Kid fable rolled into one. You might get so caught up in 
the comedy, familiar beats and all, that you forget you’re watching 
a biopic.”

Vivo
This animated feature follows a one-of-kind kinkajou (aka a rain-

forest “honey bear,” voiced by Lin-Manuel Miranda), who spends his 
days playing music to the crowds in a lively square with his beloved 
owner Andrés (Buena Vista Social Club’s Juan de Marcos). Though 
they may not speak the same language, Vivo and Andrés are the 
perfect duo through their common love of music. But when tragedy 
strikes shortly after Andrés receives a letter from the famous Marta 
Sandoval (Gloria Estefan), inviting her old partner to her farewell 
concert with the hope of reconnecting, it’s up to Vivo to deliver a 
message that Andrés never could: A love letter to Marta, written 
long ago, in the form of a song. Yet in order to get to Marta, who 
lives a world apart, Vivo will need the help of Gabi (newcomer 
Ynairaly Simo) — an energetic tween who bounces to the beat of 
her own offbeat drum — to fulfill his owner’s wishes.

Thanks for Rounding Up
Greenbelt Community Orches-

tra (GCO) and Greenbelt Concert 
Band (GCB) would like to thank 
the Co-op Supermarket & Phar-
macy for designating us as the 
beneficiaries of the round-up cam-
paign for the month of July, and 
we would especially like to thank 
all the customers who rounded up 
for us. We now have over $3,000 
for the purchase and maintenance 
of shared percussion instruments. 

Both groups enjoy sharing 
our love of music by giving free 
concerts in the community. The 
band will be playing a Veterans 
Day Concert on November 8 
at the American Legion, and 
the orchestra will be giving two 
performances of Holst’s The 
Planets Suite with NASA imagery 
and commentary on November 
14 and 15 at the Community 
Center. Find out more about 

u s  a t   g r e e n b e l t o r c h e s t r a .
org  and  greenbeltconcertband.org.

Anne Gardner (GCO) 
and L’il Dan Celdran (GCB)

Former Girl Scouts 
Band Together

When confronted with a cash 
only requirement to see the 
open caption showing of Cookie 
Queens last Sunday, those of 
us unable to comply were aided 
by several donors in line at the 
Greenbelt Cinema, many of whom 
were from out of town.

Cash was produced and given, 
no IOUs, and I would like to 
thank the person from Old Green-
belt who gave me $7 to see the 
show (membership price).  Sorry 
I forgot your name in the happy 
glow I was in from this experi-
ence!

Katy Pape

Thanks for 
All the News

The Greenbelt News Review 
is a grateful recipient of a grant 
from the Greenbelt Community 
Foundation, one purpose of 
which is to allow us to print 
more pages than ad revenue 
supports. This week, thanks to 
that grant we are able to pro-
vide our readers with 16 pages 
of news, events and photos. 
Our thanks to the Foundation.

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
http://greenbeltorchestra.org
http://greenbeltorchestra.org
http://greenbeltconcertband.org
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Community Events

Hear from Greenbelt 
Outstanding Citizens 

Join the Greenbelt Rotary 
Club in honoring past Greenbelt 
Outstanding Citizens during the 
leadup to the announcement of 
the next awardee at the Labor 
Day Festival next month. As one 
of the long-standing sponsors of 
the Outstanding Citizen Award, 
Greenbelt Rotary will hold an 
informal  conversation with past 
honorees as a celebration of com-
munity and the varying ways peo-
ple contribute to Greenbelt. The 
Club will also present certificates 
to induct the Outstanding Citizens 
as honorary Rotarians. The event 
will be on Thursday, August 13 
at the Community Center, Room 
114, with refreshments and con-
versation at 6:30 p.m., and the 
talk and certificate presentation 
at 7 p.m.

Community Energy 
Workshop

Women Offering Wealth in-
vites Greenbelt-area residents to a 
workshop designed to help house-
holds lower their electric costs. 
On Saturday, August 15 from 10 
a.m. to noon at the Community 
Center Multipurpose Room, learn 
how eligible homeowners and 
renters may save 10 percent on 
their electric bill through energy 
savings opportunities without roof-
top solar panels or installation 
costs. Participants should bring a 
current electric bill showing their 
account number and service num-
ber. Additional savings may be 
available for recipients of SNAP, 
TANF, WIC, SSI or Medicaid. 
An award letter confirming ben-
efits will be required to verify eli-
gibility. Qualification is based on 
ZIP code availability. To attend, 
register at energycreditsnow26.
eventbrite.com.

Reel and Meal
Refugees: Then, Now

The Reel and Meal at the New 
Deal Café for Monday, August 
17 will show four Utopia Film 
Festival f ilms, including three 
from earlier festivals. Italian film-
makers show Ukrainians fleeing 
to Hungary at the start of the 
2022 Russian invasion in Train to 
Budapest. 

Kharkiv, Ukraine: My Beauti-
ful, Suffering (Resilient) City  
records the 2022 events in their 
second largest city, located just 
eight miles from the Russian bor-
der. It is updated to 2026 show-
ing people enduring, helping each 
other, and heroically maintaining 
their community despite daily 
bombings and wartime hardships.

Remember Everything: To Not 
Forget Anyone takes us to an 
island off Greece where hundreds 
of refugees who lost their lives 
at sea fleeing hostilities are com-
memorated.

The fourth film, Red, White, 
Blue and Yellow, is a sneak pre-
view for the upcoming 2026 Uto-
pia Film Festival. In the film, 
Ukrainians in Atlanta use their 
culture, cuisine, music and art to 
raise funds for their country in its 
hour of need.

Two other things make this 
Reel and Meal program special. 
The normal discussion about the 
films will be followed by every-
one’s recall of either their own 
journey to refuge or of an ances-
tor who made that journey to 
safety and freedom. 

Sponsored by the Greenbelt 
Refugee Aid Committee, the 
event will feature ceramic ware as 
thank-you gifts for donations to 
help Ukraine.

With the recent changes to our 
cooperative, we are returning to 
the volunteer-cooked-and-served 
buffet line meal that worked so 
well for many years. Dinner at 
6 p.m. will be the famous vegan 
New Deal Chili, with sides and 
dessert for $15. Proceeds from 
the dinner will benefit the Café. 

The program, as always, is 
free. To join on Zoom, register at 
tinyurl.com/ReelMeal2026.  

Art Share Sunday
Artists of all experience levels 

are invited to participate in a free 
Art Share from 2 to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 16 at the Commu-
nity Center, Room 113. Bring one 
to three pieces in any medium for 
discussion at this monthly meetup 
sponsored by the Recreation Arts 
Program. This activity is intended 
for teens and adults. Registration 
is not required, but participants 
are encouraged to sign up to re-
ceive communications about this 
series at sugeni.us/eE4I. For more 
Greenbelt Arts Program informa-
tion, visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts. 

Recreation Activity 
Guide Is Live

The Greenbelt Recreation 
fal l  session begins Monday, 
September 7. Find information 
about workshops, classes, drop-in 
activities and events for all ages 
at greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide. 
Reg i s t r a t ion  w i l l  open  fo r 
Greenbelt residents on Monday, 
August 17 at 10 a.m. Nonresident 
registration opens on Monday, 
August 24 at 10 a.m. Art class 
registration remains open until 
the week before the scheduled 
start date, but many activities are 
soon filled, so sign up quickly to 
reserve a seat.

Community Gathering
Saturday, August 15

There is a Community Gath-
ering at the Community Center, 
Room 114 on Saturday, August 
15 from 3 to 5 p.m. The theme 
of this week’s meeting is commu-
nity. Come share a poem, a song, 
a prayer, a thought, food or just 
be present to connect and uplift. 
Bring a mug if possible.

This Community Gathering 
normally occurs on the third Sat-
urday of each month at 3 p.m., 
sponsored by multiple Greenbelt 
groups. All are welcome. Sharing 
is optional. This is a devotional 
gathering to build friendships and 
a vibrant community life integrat-
ing arts and culture. 

Fire Department Bake 
Sale at Co-op  on Sunday

The Greenbelt Volunteer Fire 
Department Ladies Auxiliary will 
be hosting a Bake Sale & Raffle 
Sale on Sunday, August 16 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Green-
belt Co-op ramp.

The community is invited to 
stop by, enjoy a variety of deli-
cious homemade treats and take 
part in the raffle.

Community support helps 
strengthen a dedicated organ-
ization committed to serving 
Greenbelt with pride and com-
passion.

Golden Age Club 
August Meetings

The Golden Age Club meets 
on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

August 19, Birthday celebra-
tion with a potluck luncheon.  
Bring a dish to share.  If you are 
a birthday celebrant during Au-
gust, be ready to tell your story.

August 26, Bingo.

At the Library   
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m. 

Pre-K Story Hour/Hora de 

Cuentos de Prekinder

Friday, August 14, 10:30 a.m., 
newborn to 5, at the Springhill 
Lake Community Center. Enjoy 
vibrant stories, fingerplays and 
songs led by Greenbelt Library 
Staff. After the storytime, enjoy 
playtime in the gym, a healthy 
snack and a free book from Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness 
(RUAK). Disfruta cuentos vibran-
tes, juegos de dedos, y canciones 
dirigidas por el equipo de la Bib-
lioteca de Greenbelt. Después de 
los cuentos, disfruta de juegos 
en el gimnasio, una merienda 
saludable, y un libro gratis de 
RUAK. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/16485657.

Storytime on Screen

Monday, August 17, 10:30 
a.m., ages 1 to 5, at the Green-
belt Cinema. Greenbelt Cin-
ema and the Prince George’s 
County Memorial Library System  
(PGCMLS) are offering a free 
program of stories, songs and a 
short film. This program is best 
suited for children ages 1 to 5 
and their caregivers. No unaccom-
panied children or adults. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/16485771.

Storytimes

Tuesday, August 18, 12:15 
p.m., ages 2 to 3. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/16645488. 

Wednesday, August 19, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/16486796. 

Thursday, August 20, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/16486833. 

Craft and Create 

Thursday, August 13, 2 p.m., 
ages 13+ (teen/adult). Whether a 
job, hobby or a passing exercise, 
sketching is a great gateway into 
art as a form of creative expres-
sion. Come with a sketchbook 
or use Library materials. People 
of all ages and skill levels are 
welcome. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/16815753.

STEM Fun 

Tuesday, August 18, 4:30 p.m., 
ages 5 to 12. Dive into the world 
of science, technology, engineer-
ing and math with fun, hands-on 
experiments and activities. Ex-
plore building various structures 
using magnetic blocks through 
interactive challenges that spark 
curiosity and creativity. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/16523382.

Ride and Read 

Thursday, August 20, 11 a.m., 
ages 16+. Get moving and have 
fun at the Library. Sign up for 
an hour ride on a stationary bike 
with free apps from PGCMLS 
like Libby, Kanopy and Hoopla 
to enjoy while working out. Par-
ticipants must be 16 or older, sign 
a waiver before beginning to ride 
and be wearing loose-fitting cloth-
ing and closed-toed shoes. Regis-
ter at pgcmls.info/event/16519508.

Greenbelt Chess Club 
Meets August 18

The Greenbelt Chess Club 
will meet on Tuesdays, August 18 
and 25. Meetings will take place 
at the Youth Center from 6:30 
to 8:50 p.m. The club welcomes 
people of all ages and skill levels. 
To be added to the mailing list, 
visit tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m and 
complete the brief form. Email 
questions to greenbeltchessclub@
gmail.com.

Playground Plogging
Labor Day Weekend

Plogging is a wacky way of 
saying “picking up litter while you 
jog or walk,” invented by Swedish 
outdoorsman and environmentalist 
Erik Ahlström. The word plogging 
comes from plocka, the Swedish 
word for pick up. Plogging is an 
ecofriendly and healthy exercise. 
It is an opportunity to take action 
and help prevent water pollution 
by cleaning up litter from streams 
and stormwater ponds. 

On Labor  (of  love)  Day 
Weekend — Friday, September 4 
through Monday, September 7 — 
Greenbelt Plogs, a RUAK (Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness) 
initiative, will be cleaning up the 
approximately 40 city playgrounds 
across Greenbelt, making them 
safe and sparkly. Those interested 
should email Robert Goldberg-
Strassler at spreadruak@gmail.com 
and let him know where they’ll be 
plogging or ask where ploggers 
are needed, so as to coordinate 
efforts and spread the wealth of 
community engagement. 

The Fall 2026 Greenbelt Recreation 

Activity Guide can be viewed at www.

greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide.
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More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt! Try Our New Menu & Drinks!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

HOURS OF OPERATIONS VARY - See NewDealCafe.com for updates. 
REMEMBER TO TIP OUR PERFORMERS - IT’S THE ONLY WAY THEY’RE PAID!

* * * RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642 * * *

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 8/13 FRI 8/14 SAT 8/15 SUN 8/16

Blue Spruce 
6:30 - 10pm 

Traditional bluegrass 
that’s modern in sound 
and original by design

The Good Trouble 
Troubadours 

8 - 11pm 
The soundtrack of the 

Resistance to our 
outrage & opposition

POETRY OPEN MIC, 11am-1pm  
The Eric Selby Band 

8 - 11pm 
Blending elements of 

Americana, psych folk and 
roots-driven storytelling.

Grateful Sunday 
6 - 8pm 

Celebrating the music of the 
Grateful Dead

MON 8/17 TUES 8/18 WED 8/19 TH 8/20 New Deal Cafe
REEL AND 

MEAL
6:30-9pm

A monthly Þlm 
series exploring 

social issues

NDC Open Mic w/ 
Joey CampÞre

6 - 9:30pm
Sign ups begin at 

6pm;
Open Mic starts at 

6:30p

PUB QUIZ
7 - 9pm

Bring your team or 
form one on the 

spot!

The Classic Jam w/ 
The Low Rent 

Quartet 
6:30 - 9:30pm 

If you dream of 
jamming, this is 

your chance!

CH-CH-CH-CHA, 
CHANGES! 

We need your 
support now more 

than ever. 
See link below* 

THANK YOU!

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

http://energycreditsnow26.eventbrite.com
http://energycreditsnow26.eventbrite.com
http://tinyurl.com/ReelMeal2026
http://sugeni.us/eE4I
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide
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Obituaries

www.greenbeltbahais.org

Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

Vision for America

Mentoring

A Common Endeavor

Scan with 

cellphone 

camera to 

play on 

YouTube

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Yael Fischman

Mishkan Torah
10 Ridge Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 474-4223

www.mishkantorah.org

A welcoming, inclusive, and friendly 

synagogue offers something for everyone:  

young, old, single, married, and 

both Jewish and interfaith families.

Services at 8:00pm Friday and  
9:45am Saturday in person and on Zoom

For more information, visit MishkanTorah.org or call 301-474-4223 

A Dual-Affiliated Reconstructionist and Conservative congregation

10 Ridge Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Core Values from Romans chapter 8.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors

Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

Rev. Aubra Love,
Senior Pastor 

JOIN MISHKAN TORAH 
FOR THE 

HIGH HOLIDAYS 
5787/2026

Learn more and register by scanning the 

QR code or visiting MishkanTorah.org

Warm, welcoming, inclusive, and familial

George Moore Jr.

On July 24, 2026, Greenbelt 
Volunteer Fire Department sadly 
lost George P. Moore Jr., an 
icon of the department. George 
was born April 29, 1945. His 
parents moved to Greenbelt in 
1946. George and his siblings 
Judy, Brian, Marsha, Dave and 
Pam grew up in Greenbelt. He 
attended Center School, Green-
belt Junior High and High Point 
High School, where he graduated 
in 1963.

George joined the fire depart-
ment in 1961 at the age of 16. 
He joined the Air Force in 1965, 
married his sweetheart, Cheryl 
Bateman, in October of 1966, 
served in Vietnam in 1968 and 
earned his engineering degree in 
1978. After completing his mili-
tary service, he worked at Bendix 
Field Engineering, Potomac Re-
search, the CIA and finally NSA.

He and Cheryl decided to 
move to College Park, where they 
lived for 30 years as they raised 
their four children: Benja, Brenda, 
Jillian and Daniel. Daniel died in 
1983 at the very young age of 7. 
George was always a very, very 
hands-on dad and was active in 
the College Park Boys and Girls 
Club and participated in school 
activities.

As George was helping to put 
in new windows at their home, 
he fell off the ladder and broke 
both arms. Quite a challenge for 
Cheryl; now most of the respon-
sibility fell on her to take care 
of the household chores, four 
children and George. Both family 
members and members of the fire 
department were there to lend 
a huge helping hand as George 
slowly recovered from his fall.

After retiring from NSA in 
2002, with children all grown, he 
and Cheryl decided to move back 
to Greenbelt to continue living 
there happily ever after. George 
was an avid moviegoer and watch-
er. Over the years, he collected 
hundreds of movies, videos and 
CDs. During the football seasons 
at the University of Maryland 
George had the opportunity to 
take care of the team’s equipment 
and drive the equipment truck to 
and from the field. There he was 
not only able to be on the field 
but also watch his Terrapins. He 
loved each and every moment 
and was the proud recipient of 
three championship rings that the 
University of Maryland won dur-
ing his tenure.

George loved the married life 
and being a proud dad to his 
beautiful daughters that he ab-
solutely loved and adored. Fam-
ily was always, always first and 
foremost to him. George and 
Cheryl were happily married for 
60 wonderful years. They were 
each other’s best friend and true 
love since their teen years. 

After running fire calls dur-
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Dr. David Granite

ing his younger years, when he 
grew older he took on more of 
an administrative role at the fire 
department. He was there each 
and every day ready for the next 
assignment or responsibility.  He 
served on the Board of Trustees 
for many years. As new members 
came on board, George would 
love to take them “under his 
wing,” share with them the his-
tory of the department and what 
it will be like to be a volunteer 
fireman, running calls both with 
the fire truck and ambulance. He 
was a wonderful storyteller and 
a fantastic historian, sharing his 
experiences and knowledge during 
his 65 years with a department 
he loved so very much. To him, 
each day was an adventure that 
he treasured and shared with his 
fellow volunteers and recruits.

His pride and joy of the de-
partment was the antique fire 
truck. He was an important and 
engaged participant in locating 
the antique along with its beauti-
ful restoration that we all love 
and admire today. What a beauty.

Today at the f irehouse sits 
George’s empty chair and now, 
on that chair, sits his cane, his 
bottle of Pepsi and a book with 
all the details and history of the 
department and of the antique 
fire truck. The items are there to 
represent and honor a man who 
loved and dedicated his 65 years 
to the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire 
Department and Rescue Squad 
each and every day.

As we look back to the early 
years, one can still hear the klax-
on (fire siren) blaring to notify 
the volunteers that they are need-
ed for a fire call or ambulance.  
One can still see a young 16-year-
old running across Braden Field 
so he could be the first on the 
fire truck, and that 16-year--old 
was George P. Moore Jr. 

To George: Thank you for 
your 65 years of dedicated service 
you so proudly gave and served 
to Greenbelt and its residents. 
Now, the fire truck is waiting for 
you, good and faithful servant. 
May you continue to watch over 
us and protect us, as you have 
always done.  You will be forever 
loved, remembered, honored and 
missed.  

— Kathrine Reynolds

David Granite

David Samuel Granite, M.D., 
FAAFP (Fellow of the American 
Academy of Family Physicians), 
aged 79, died peacefully on July 
10, 2026, from complications 
of heart disease. After living in 
Greenbelt for 43 years, David had 
moved to an extended care facility 
in Rockville in November 2025.

Born in Buffalo, N.Y., David 
was the middle child of Hilda 
Mary Kaminer and Herman Reu-
ben Granite. His two sisters, Rev. 
Joy Gail Granite Croft, currently 
of Norwich, England, and Jane 
Yetta Granite, deceased, joined 
the family in 1943 and 1949, 
respectively. 

David enjoyed becoming a Cub 
Scout from the age of 8. Here, he 
met his lifelong friend, Michael 
Schultz, who lived nearby. Other 
pursuits “Doctor Dave” enjoyed 
included riding his bicycle all 
over Buffalo, and spending hours 
on weekends in the local library, 
reading books on all kinds of his-
tory. Academic excellence enabled 
him to receive a merit scholarship 
for four years of undergraduate 
study.

David matriculated at the Uni-
versity of Rochester where he 
excelled in premedical courses, 
and majored in his lifelong love, 
history. He graduated magna cum 
laude in 1968. He spent his junior 
year abroad at Hull University in 
England. During that time, he, his 
roommate and two other fellows 
toured Europe, which led David 
to want to travel to other “exotic” 
places in later life.

His scholarship continued 
when David matriculated at the 
University of Rochester School of 
Medicine and Dentistry in 1968. 

He graduated in 1972. During 
his first year there, he met, on a 
blind date, a girl from Oklahoma, 
Mary Lou Oster. She was a senior 
who was going to move to Balti-
more at summer’s end to attend 
the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine.

This led them to spend a num-
ber of years commuting to see 
each other. They married in 1970 
and were finally together in Balti-
more when David spent his senior 
year of medical school in absentia 
at Johns Hopkins, taking rotations 
like rehabilitation medicine and 
specialty surgical clerkships.

In 1972, David moved to Riv-
erside Hospital in Newport News, 
Va., for his residency training in 
Family Practice, again commuting 
between there and Baltimore. In 
1975, David and Mary moved to 
Lanham and David joined what 
became Physicians Family Prac-
tice in Old Greenbelt. 

George P. Moore Jr.
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See OBITS, page  12

Memorial Service:
Dr. David Granite

There will be a memorial 
service on Sunday, August 23 
at 4 p.m. at Mishkan Torah, 10 
Ridge Road in Greenbelt for 
longtime Greenbelt physician 
Dr. David Granite, who died 
on July 10. Many Greenbelters 
remember his care for them 
and their families. The Granite 
Building in Roosevelt Center is 
named in his honor.

He and his partners would 
continue with the practice until 
retirement or, in David’s case, 
sale of the practice in 2014. Da-
vid continued with the new own-
ers until his retirement in 2016. 
The building was sold to new ten-
ants then and was recently named 
the Granite Building.

http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
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MEETINGS FOR AUGUST 17 - 21

Monday, August 17, NO MEETING - COUNCIL SUMMER RECESS

Tuesday, August 18 at 7 pm, REPARATIONS COMMISSION - 
Greenbelt Municipal Building, On the Agenda: Native American 

Engagement, Report Update, June Town Hall Follow Up

Wednesday, August 19, NO MEETING - COUNCIL SUMMER 
RECESS

Friday, August 21 at 11:30 am, ETHICS COMMISSION - Council 

Chambers

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 

or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. 

For con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For 
information on public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings 

calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events

Follow the City of Greenbelt on 
Facebook and Twitter  

@cityofgreenbelt! For City 
information and events, visit 

www.greenbeltmd.gov

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 

the City calendar for 

all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts 

for more information and many 

other opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a 

weekly e-newsletter, at www.

greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx

Fall Activity Guide Now 
Online Sign-up for classes, 

workshops, meet-ups, and 

special events for all ages. 

Registration opens for 

Greenbelt Residents on 8/17 at 

10am. Non-resident registration 

begins 8/24 at 10am. See 

brochure and more information 

at www.greenbeltmd.gov/

ActivityGuide. Fall session 

begins September 7.

Fused Glass Suncatcher 8/30, 

11am-12:30pm & 12:30pm-

1:30pm (Greenbelt Community 

Center). Register for section 

1 to make two suncatchers or 

for both sections to make four 

pieces. Registration required: 

bit.ly/4vYvclm.

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• August Art Share 8/16, 2-3pm 

- sign up at: sugeni.us/eE4I

• Circus Camp Presents Under 
the Big Top 8/14; 2:30pm. 

Visit the Greenbelt Community 

Center business of¿ce or call 
(301) 397-2208 for free tickets. 

• Parent’s Night Out Meets 

from 5-8:30pm twice monthly 

(Greenbelt Community Center). 

Upcoming dates: 8/14, 8/28, 

9/11, 9/25. See greenbeltmd.

gov/arts for more information.

OFFICIAL NOTICE - PUBLIC HEARING

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GREENBELT, MARYLAND

CHARTER AMENDMENT RESOLUTION NO. 2134 

LANHAM BOYS CLUB

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of Greenbelt, Maryland, a 

municipal corporation, has initiated legislative action to annex into the 

corporate limits of the City of Greenbelt lands contiguous and adjoining to the 

city’s existing corporate boundaries, as described below:

A Charter Amendment Resolution of the City Council of Greenbelt Enlarging 

the Corporate Boundaries of the City of Greenbelt By Annexing Into The 

Corporate Limits of the City of Greenbelt Lands Contiguous and Adjoining 

to the City’s Existing Corporate Boundaries Property Commonly Known As 

Lanham Boys Club, Consisting Of Approximately 10 +/- Acres of Land In Total 

Located Generally at the Lanham Boys Club.

The annexation resolution was initiated by the City Council pursuant to 

Maryland Code Annotated, Local Government Article, § 4-403.

The exact legal description and annexation plan for the above Annexation 

Area are available online at www.greenbeltmd.gov/news, or may be reviewed 

in person at the City of Greenbelt Department of Planning and Community 

Development, 15 Crescent Road, Suite 200, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770, 

between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The City Council will hold a public hearing on the proposed annexation on 

September 14, 2026, at 7:30 p.m., in the Council Room at the Greenbelt 

Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770. Public 

testimony will be received by the City Council at the hearing.

Written comments may be presented at the public hearing or submitted in 

advance to the City Clerk, 25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770.

GREENBELT CARES PROGRAMS

BACK TO SCHOOL HEALTH FAIR 
Tuesday, August 18, 10 am - 1 pm 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

Meet organizations devoted to strengthening community connections - 

providing resources about health insurance, mental health services, and 

city educational programming. Free full health screenings (blood pressure, 

glucose, cholesterol, A1C), vision + hearing screenings, dental screenings, 

fun activities and more! 

GREENBELT WELCOME KITS!

Material Drop-Off

We’re looking for materials to add to the City’s Welcome Kits for new 

residents and visitors. Please dropoff at the Municipal Building to

James Wisniewski

25 Crescent Road

Greenbelt, MD 20770

NO LATER THAN 4 PM ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 21

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend 

community organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken 
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after 

being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the 

respective organization directly.

* VOLUNTEER * VACANCIES * 
APPLY FOR A COMMITTEE 

OR BOARD TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 

Committees & Boards is an excellent 

opportunity to engage with your 

community and make a difference. 

Choose from a number of committees 

& boards such as the Advisory 

Committee on Education, Advisory 

Committee on Trees, Arts Advisory 

Board, Board of Appeals, Community 

Relations Advisory Board, Employee 

Relations Board, Ethics Commission, 

Forest Preserve Advisory Board, 

Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 

Environmental Sustainability, Park 

and Recreation Advisory Board, or 

Youth Advisory Committee and make 

a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 

these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

FEATURED PETS
BLU

 
Ready for Adoption?  

Call (301) 474-6124

1-year-old Blu was surrendered to the 

shelter back in March and has watched as 

dozens of hopeful adopters visited other 

dogs in our care, but seldom ever sparing 

him a glance. This sweet boy has a ton of 

love to give, and after a long walk or game 

of fetch, Blu loves curling up next to you 

for a snuggle. This energetic boy is potty 

trained, non-reactive, and his former owner says he loves other dogs. No 

puppy should have to grow up in the shelter – please spread the word to 

help ¿nd the forever home Blu deserves!

If you’re interested in adopting bright-eyed Blu, please email 

animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov or call 301-474-6124 for more 

information.

BILINGUAL PRE-K STORY HOUR 
HORA DE CUENTOS DE PREKÍNDER 

Friday, August 14  |  10:30 - 11:30 am 
Springhill Lake Recreation, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

Join us on the second Friday of every month!

Children Ages 0-5 
Come and enjoy the wonderful work of storytelling and free 
health snacks. Friends & family are all welcome to attend. 

Niños de 0-5 años 
Ven y disfruta del maravilloso mundo de contar cuentos 
y bocadillos saludables port gratis. ¡Amigos y familiares 
bienvenidos!

This series is sponsored by RUAK (Random Unsel¿sh Acts of Kindness); 
Prince George’s County Memorial Library System; Greenbelt Recreation, 
American Legion Auxillary, and Greenbelt COOP.

Contact joseph.vincent@gpcmls.info or spreadruak@gmail.com.

Sunday
September 6

Friday 
September 4

Saturday
September 5

10:00 am 

10:45 am

11:15 am

11:45 am

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:30 pm
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10:00 am

10:30 am

11:00 am

11:30 am

1:00 pm

1:00 pm

2:00 pm 

3:30 pm

Diaper Derby for Crawlers 
& Toddlers (3 & under)

Balloon Waddle Race (all ages)

Water balloon Toss (all ages) 

Pie Eating Contest (all ages) 

Photo Scavenger Hunt (all ages)

Hotshot (12 & under)

2 Ball Tournament (16 & older)

Egg Spoon Race (all ages)

Sack Race (all ages)

3 Legged Race (all ages)

Water Relay (all ages)

Cornhole Tournament  (12 & older)

Children’s Bingo (12 & under)

Youth Table Tennis 
Tournament (17 & under)

3-Point Contest (ages 13-17)

6:00 pm Adult Table Tennis 
Tournament (18 & over)

Congratulations to ERHS grad-
uate Naji Marshall on extending 
his contract with the Dallas Mav-
ericks basketball team. Marshall 
was in Greenbelt giving back to 
the community when he heard 
the news.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Mishkan Torah Celebrates
High Holidays Services

Mishkan Torah will celebrate 
the following holidays in Septem-
ber.

•Rosh Hashanah on Septem-
ber 11 through 13. 
•Yom Kippur on September 
20 and 21.
Mishkan Torah is located at 10 

Ridge Road and can be reached at 
mishkantorah.org.

Vijay Parameshwaran with the News Review at the Eleanor Roosevelt Val-Kill historic site in 

Hyde Park, N.Y.  It was Eleanor’s home and getaway for many years.  
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Despite considerable initial 
resistance, seven months into the 
Save As You Throw (SAYT) land-
fill trash reduction one-year pilot 
program, the 2,500 participating 
households appear to be adjusting. 
According to Luisa Robles, Green-
belt’s sustainability coordinator, 
the city has experienced a 17.5 
percent reduction in residential 
landfill trash and the recycling 
program grew by 8 percent with-
out an “increase in contaminants 
or illegal dumping,” she said. 

“While we’re continuing to 
monitor the data and evaluate 
trends over time, the early re -
sults indicate that the program 
is achieving its primary goal of 
reducing the amount of material 
sent to the landfill while encour-
aging more sustainable waste 
management practices throughout 
the community.”

The pilot program requires 
residents to pay an annual base 
fee of $240 for trash pickup. For 
weekly pickup it offers the option 
of paying by purple bag at $.80 
per 8-gallon bag, $1.25 per 15- 
gallon bag or $2 per 33-gallon 
bag. Alternatively, the Max Trash 
option for an additional $140 per 
year allows three 33-gallon com-
mercial trash bags or a 99-gallon 
trash bin per week. By using the 
purple bags, residents can control 
how much they spend on trash 
collection whereas households 
with the Max Trash option have 
a fixed cost and an upper weekly 
limit on trash. 

Seventy-two percent of house-
holds elected to take the purple 
bag option. A two-week survey 
from March 9 to 24 by the De-
partment of Public Works shows 
that purple baggers on average 
set out less than one bag of trash 
per week and households with the 
Max Trash option on average set 
out the equivalent of 3.6 bags. 

Compliance

Initially, some residents were 
not compliant with the new regu-
lations. Currently, instances of 
noncompliance are rare, according 
to the city. “We have found,” said 
Robles, “that most compliance 
issues stem from residents being 
uninformed, misunderstandings 
or adjustment to the new system 
rather than intentional violations, 
and many are resolved through 
communication and education.” 
When instances occur, the De-
partment of Public Works sends 
written notices explaining the 
program requirements. They will 
also call residents to discuss is-
sues. If, however, residents are 
not responsive to notification and 
outreach, their trash is not picked 
up. If the problem continues, the 
resident is fined and the trash will 
be picked up. 

Residents Adapt

Greenbelt residents have adapt-
ed to the SAYT way of managing 
their trash in a variety of ways. 
For some it did not require much 
change in their habits. Having 
joined a Greenbelt Homes Inc. 
(GHI) “court inf luencers pre-
meeting,” Lore Rosenthal had 
a “positive attitude” toward the 
pilot program from the beginning. 
Because her two-person, two-cat 
household already recycled and 
composted, their only change was 
having to use a plastic rather than 
a compostable bag. They set out a 
small bag once every two weeks.

Rasheeda Childress, whose 

Greenbelters Adjust to New 
City Trash Pilot Program

by Lynne Slater

A model set of bins set out in GHI: compost, recycling and trash
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household consists of four people 
and two cats, was “not crazy” 
about and initially opposed to 
SAYT. However, she has come to 
accept it. Her family elected the 
Max Trash option. They already 
recycled. Even so, she sometimes 
finds it difficult to fit everything 
into the bin. “It requires lots of 
thought to f it everything into 
three bags,” more time than she 
thought she would need to spend. 
She relayed an example: her son 
received an item packaged with 
“huge styrofoam” pieces. The sty-
rofoam couldn’t be broken up to 
get into bags and wouldn’t fit in 
the bin. They had to hold some 
of it over until the next week.  

“I am concerned that as I get 
older or if I become injured, I 
will no longer be able to drag 
my bin out of the closet to the 
edge of my property,” Catherine 
Hardy told the News Review. Like 
other GHI members, she already 
recycled and participated in the 
curbside composting program. She 
does not believe that she has any 
less trash than she did before the 
pilot began; she puts out a small 
bag per week. One thing that 
concerns her: before the pilot, 
she used compostable trash bags. 
She is “wondering why the purple 
trash bags are not more environ-
mentally friendly?” 

On a weekly basis, Susan Bre-
on, who lives with a cat, takes 
“advantage of any extra space 
in her medium-sized bag to help 
declutter her house.” Initially, she 
was concerned about getting the 
purple bags but found the Co-op 

resupplied just in time. She appre-
ciates the city’s “hybrid approach 
in the pilot which gives people 
a choice as to how they manage 
their trash. It’s more fair — you 
pay for what you use,” said Breon.

The city’s Constituent Services 
Coordinator Gizelle Alvarez told 
the News Review that a city coun-
cil work session in the fall will 
review the pilot.

Editor’s Note: Some types of 
styrofoam can be recycled at the 
City of Greenbelt’s quarterly elec-
tronics and styrofoam recycling 
events. See greenbeltmd.gov/569/
Electronics-Recycling.

Where to Find 
Purple SAYT Bags 

Initially the SAYT program 
purple bags were seemingly 
in short supply, but they are 
becoming widely available in 
Greenbelt. The Co-op Super-
market, Safeway and the CVS 
at 5910 Greenbelt Road (Belt-
way Plaza) stock all three sizes 
of the bags. Giant will soon 
have them on their shelves. 
Greenway Center CVS carries 
small bags. The Beltway Plaza 
Hardware Store sells medium-
sized bags and expects to have 
replenished their stock in a 
couple of weeks.

Federal cutbacks seem to 
be impacting Research Road 
from Powder Mill Road to the 
Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center (BARC) gate to Green-
belt. Owned by the federal 
government, the road is under 
BARC authority but many of 
the road’s users live or work in 
Greenbelt.  

The road is a treasure trove 
for cyclists and walkers 24/7 
with views, a stream and its 
very own eagle’s nest.  It has 
never been well maintained and 
the steep slope at the Green-
belt end and drainage from the 
hillside wreak regular havoc.  
But today’s condition is in-
creasingly dangerous.  

It’s All Downhill 

The steep portion nearest 
the gate to Greenbelt has a 
plethora of potholes on both 
sides of the road.  These cavi-
ties penetrate below the asphalt 
into the gravel layer and mud 
beneath. The surviving asphalt 
shows frequent cracking and 
small voids readying for further 
collapse.  Resident Steve Skol-
nik is a frequent user of the 
stretch and though he notes he 
can still navigate the road on his 
recumbent e-bike, he adds, “It is 
deteriorating with potholes.”  

Swerving Hazard

Cars going up and down 
swerve to avoid the holes — re-
f lexively if coming upon them 
abruptly and fast as is often the 
case — making it easy to miss 
seeing a cyclist coming the other 
way.  Cyclists also swerve in-
stinctively.  Both may cross into 
the opposing lane (there is no 
shoulder) with a real possibility 
of collision. With their attention 
focused on the potholes’ menace, 
it’s easy to imagine drivers and 
cyclists failing to realize their 
mutual danger until it’s too late.

Local cycling aficionado (and 
News Review member) Jeff Travis 
agrees that “the conditions of the 
downhill side especially, but also 
the uphill side, are deplorable.”

Hole Depth

The holes are deep — with 
sharp lips that drop suddenly as 

Pothole Catch-22 Jeopardizes
Cyclists, Walkers, Vehicles

by Cathie Meetre

much as four inches and then 
an opposing edge that’s also a 
four-inch near-vertical — quite 
enough to send a cyclist ballis-
tic.  Greenbelter Jeff Lemieux of 
Proteus Bicycles, and a passion-
ate cyclist himself, notes, “That 
section should be closed to car 
traffic if BARC can’t maintain it.”  
He also points out that mapping 
apps, like Google’s, continue to 
route vehicles onto Beaver Dam 
and Research Roads, even when 
the gate is closed.

Riding Context 

Mountain and gravel cyclists 
frequently elect to ride on rough 
tracks but such riding is usually 
not undertaken on a road shared 
with vehicles and utilizes special-
ized skills and burly equipment.  
The narrower tires and lighter-
weight wheels of the road and 
hybrid bikes most often seen on 
Research Road are more vulner-
able to buckling, but even so, 
without vehicles on the road,  

See RESEARCH RD, page  12

This hole's depth is disguised by the 

water in it.  Woe the cyclist who en-

counters it.

The gate to BARC is warded by a series 

of potholes and a speed bump.

- Photos by Cathie Meetre

http://greenbeltmd.gov/569/Electronics-Recycling
http://greenbeltmd.gov/569/Electronics-Recycling
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BRIDGE continued from page 1 Don't be a 
doormat! 

Be ON one.  
$17.25 gets you 
on thousands.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

School News

GREENBELT CUTIES!! 

Kimchi (boy) and 

Pepper (girl with white 

bib) are looking for 

forever homes. 

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

ADOPT US!! 

Greenbelt TNR (Trap/
Neuter/Return) has 2 of 
the kittens in their care 
ready for adoption. Lisa 

and Wendy are 5 months 
old. These sweet girls are 
bonded and ideally should 

be adopted as a pair. 

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

ADOPT US, WE'RE STARS!! 

Sheila E knows she's special 

and Apollonia will rock 

your world! These two 

ladies will make you a fan. 

They just need your love 

and a forever home. 

Contact: GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM

Latasha Dorsey is the newly 
appointed principal of Greenbelt 
Elementary School.

Previously, Dorsey was assis-
tant principal at Heather Hills El-
ementary School in Bowie during 
the 2025-2026 school year. Prior 
to that appointment, she was As-
sistant Principal at Lake Arbor 
Elementary School. 

She has been in an adminis-
trative role with Prince George’s 
County Public Schools (PGCPS) 
since 2022, according to her on-
line profile. A PGCPS press re-
lease said Dorsey “brings several 
years of administrative experience 
and has demonstrated a strong 
commitment to academic excel-
lence, instructional leadership and 
building positive school com-
munities.” Prior to becoming an 
administrative leader, Dorsey had 
years of experience as a teacher, 
including in health and physical 
education. She earned a mas-
ter’s degree in education from 
Loyola University in 2021 and a 
bachelor of science in kinesiol-
ogy/education from Louisiana 
State University, according to her  
LinkedIn profile. 

“A cornerstone of Ms. Dors-
ey’s leadership is her unwavering 
commitment to community,” said 
the PGCPS press release. “She 

Latasha Dorsey to Lead Greenbelt
Elementary as Its New Principal

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Latasha Dorsey is the new principal 

of Greenbelt Elementary.
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firmly believes that a school is at 
its strongest when it collaborates 
closely with educators, families 
and local partners.” 

“Education has always been 
more than a profession for me,” 
Dorsey was quoted as saying in 
the PGCPS announcement. “I am 
passionate about transforming the 
lives of every student by ensur-
ing that all students have access 
to meaningful experiences, high-
quality instruction and the sup-
port they need to thrive. I firmly 
believe that every child deserves 
to be seen, valued, challenged 
and inspired to reach their fullest 
potential.” 

The Greenbelt Elementary 
School PTA invites the commu-
nity to its 61st Annual Labor Day 
Book Sale, taking place during 
the Labor Day Festival, Friday, 
September 4 through Monday, 
September 7.

For 60 years, the Book Sale 
has been a Festival tradition, of-
fering thousands of gently used 
books at bargain prices while 
raising funds to support Greenbelt 
Elementary students and teachers. 
Books and various media will be 
selling for $1 to $5 during the 
sale, as well as cold waters, sodas 
and Gatorades at an affordable 
price. From history to mystery, 
board books to young adult, for-
eign language to cookbooks — 
there is surely a great read waiting 
for everyone. Last year, proceeds 
provided funding for individual 
classroom mini-grants, Arts and 
Tech enrichment programs, field 
trips, teacher appreciation activi-
ties, promotion celebrations, office 
support and more. 

The PTA will gladly accept 
donations of gently used books, 
board games, puzzles, DVDs, 
video games, CDs and vinyl re-
cords on Saturday, August 15 

GES Celebrates 61 Years
Of Labor Day Book Sales

by Ayreen Cadwallader and Sarah Schram-Borg

and Saturday, August 29 from 
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the base-
ment of St. Hugh of Grenoble 
Church, 135 Crescent Road. Drop 
donations off only during these 
times. Unfortunately, textbooks, 
encyclopedias, magazines, VHS 
tapes or cassette tapes will not be 
accepted. 

Community volunteers are the 
heart of the Book Sale, and the 
PTA looks forward to working 
with veteran book-loving volun-
teers and welcoming new friends 
throughout the month of August 
and Labor Day weekend. Volun-
teers can assist by receiving and 
sorting donated books on collec-
tion days, moving books and set-
ting up the sale or selling books 
and helping customers throughout 
the four-day Festival. Student com-

munity service hours are available.
Whether as a volunteer for 

a few hours or a few shifts, any 
support helps make this long-
standing community tradition 
p o s s i b l e .  To  vo l u n t e e r  o r 
learn more, visit tinyurl.com/
GES -PTA-Book-Sale or email 
booksalegespta@gmail.com.

Oxon Hill, and aerospace at Du-
Val). It appears to be part of an 
overall $12 million reduction in 
discretionary spending from the 
Division of Academics. 

Summer Bridge Program

Last year there was a three-
week-long “summer bridge” pro-
gram that, according to a PGCPS 
press release from that time, 
invited certain incoming ninth 
graders across the four Prince 
George’s County science magnet 
high schools and served almost 
700 students that year. 

The release stated that stu-
dents “engage[d] in daily hands-
on projects in science, math and 
engineering and explore[d] high 
school readiness strategies — from 
study skills to navigating new so-
cial dynamics.” 

Parents of previous cohorts 
of S&T students describe the 
past Summer Bridge program as 
mandatory and helpful. This year 
only summer homework is manda-
tory for incoming students at the 
ERHS program. However, ERHS 
teacher and student volunteers 
made sure that the students had 
the option to come in for six 
hours each day, on July 14 and 
15, for a shortened version of the 
bridge program. 

The only publicly published 
PGCPS evaluation of the sum-
mer bridge program was from 
the 2021 session and the results 
shown by the district, of surveys 
given to student attendees, indi-
cated both that students liked the 
program, and it led to academic 
improvements.   

For example, four out of five 
students surveyed reported that 
they would recommend the pro-
gram to a friend. Further, stu-
dents’ math test scores improved, 
on average, by 16 percent from 

the start to the end of the pro-
gram, according to PGCPS data. 

Incoming ERHS S&T ninth 
grader and News Review Carrier 
Henry Turner told us he found 
the program helpful, especially 
because it acquainted him with 
the layout at ERHS. 

The first day of the volunteer-
run program was designed espe-
cially for that purpose, and to 
acquaint students with each other. 
On the second day, students were 
given introductory engineering les-
sons and completed an engineer-
ing challenge. 

“We were basically building a 
catapult,” said Turner. He added 
that he had heard from ERHS 
S&T students who attended a past 
summer bridge program that they 
also built a catapult, but because 
the program went on for longer, 
the challenge was more elaborate. 

The bridge program, similarly 
to the ERHS two-day summer 
session this year, aimed to pre-
pare students academically and 
to give them examples of what 
they could do with their educa-
tion. For example, in 2023 and 
2024, attendees took part in an 
aerodynamics engineering compe-

tition hosted by UMD’s School 
of Engineering. Guest speakers 
have included STEM profession-
als and university researchers. 
the ERHS bridge program first 
began in July 2017, the News 
Review reported at the time. The 
program appears to have served 
students continuously since then, 
with a virtual format during the 
height of the pandemic.

According to ERHS students 
and parents whom the News Re-
view spoke with, incoming ERHS 
S&T students not signed up for 
in-person days were turned away. 

“Several of us did not see this 
email or click that particular link. 
There were no reminders,” one 
Greenbelt parent, April Cromp-
ton, told the News Review. 

The News Review could not 
confirm how many students were 
turned away, nor how many at-
tendees there were; neither Peters-
Smith nor ERHS principal Por-
tia Barnes responded to several 
requests for comment from the 
News Review. 

“I think we are in for a year, 
if not all four years, of the same 

See BRIDGE, page  15

People rummage through massive piles of books, games, puzzles, vinyl 

albums, CDs and DVDs at the annual PTA fundraiser book sale at the 

Greenbelt Labor Day Festival on Friday night, August 29, 2025.
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The budget process for Summer Bridge
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http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
mailto:GREENBELT.TNR@GMAIL.COM
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
mailto:booksalegespta@gmail.com
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CKC News! 
G R E E N B E L T

A n  I r r e v e r e n t  N e w s p a p e r

Are you out of ideas of where to go 
and what to do on next vacation? Are you 
stuck on how to make a trip enjoyable? 
Well we’re here to give you perfect advice 
for a perfect trip. 

The first step to your  dream vacation 
is to determine what  you and/or your 
group enjoy doing the most. Do you want 
to ski down a snowy slope or swim in the 
ocean? Would you rather stay in a cozy 
cabin in the woods or in a luxorius hotel 
room. These are just some ideas to get 
you started.

Now that you know what place suits 
you best it’s time to choose what fun 

Advice for Planning the 
Perfect Vacation

by Helen Sickle & Skylar Leisnham

Advice for Planning 

activities to do by yourself or with family 
or friends. Depending on where you are 
traviling to, there are always a lot of op-
tions so its good to prioritise activities you 
and your group have always wanted to do 
or discover something new. Before finiliz-
ing make sure you have resevations if you 
need it and you’ve booked a flight before 
hand if you are flying so that there will be 
no unexpected problems come up.

Now that you have planned your vaca-
tion its time for you to pack your things 
and drive,fly,or take a train to your perfect 
vacation destination!

Croatia would be a perfect destination.
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Creative Kids Camp participants wrote the stories on this page which have not been 

edited by GNR.  With 72 campers, only a small fraction can be run.  But all were ap-

preciated. Some illustrations were substituted because of copyright issues.

It was a faithfull day at allen park 
pond. It seemed pretty normal. Instead 
a group of 25 ducks crouded the equip-
ment. Currently only 7 citisens have been 
injured. These ducks where practicing for 
a major competion. In said compition they 
battle for the last all flavor cake(10ft3). 
Currently they are training vigorously. Sad-
dly bystadars are getting hit by collateral 
damage . We are looking forward to the 
events that are starting.

The Duck Infestion of 25
by Leroy Daley & Arthur Melin

-

Ducks on the 

rampage
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Local cats Petunia and Freya, whose 
locations will remain compromised, have 
been reported multiple times to, in the 
words of their owners Moira and Dorothea 
Mclaughlin, “Repeatedly and aggressively 
paw and nip at the very people giving 
them the food.”

The cats’ owners are getting fed up 
from the incessant, dramatic performance 
that happens daily.  To add insult to (Very 
painful) injury, the cats in question refuse 
to eat the food prepared for them.  

To add to the Oscar-worthy perfor-
mance that happens each evening, Petunia 
and Freya act like the very food in front 
of them does not exist.   They instead 
choose to (Attempt to) feast upon plastic 
and toys.

Although this is not a food related be-
havior, Petunia and Freya also take to the 
glasses of water on the table instead of the 
perfectly potable water in their bowls.

To conclude, Petunia and Freya will 
likely continue with their behavior, no mat-
ter how terrible, because their owners can’t 
stop them “Because Petunia and Freya are 
just so dang cute”

Local Cats Desperate 
For Food

by Moira Mclaughlin

Cats Desperate

Not a photo of any of the cats mentioned 

in the article.
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I started Ice skating two years ago with 
my two of my friends Maren and Evelyn. 
All of us had never been Ice skating or 
Roller skating before. We went two times 
during an open skate to get the feel for 
actually being on the ice. We then started 
taking classes at the lowest level they had. 
The classes were every Monday night from 
6:45 to 7:15,  and we went with another 
one of our friends named Mary who was 
a higher level class than us.

The ice rink that I go to is only open 
during the winter, which meant we could 
only take two classes per year. By the end 
of the year, Evelyn had decided to stop 
doing it, and me and Maren had skipped 
up to the third level class out of five. The 
second year when I came back to Ice skat-
ing, Maren decided to drop out and stop 
doing it.  I decided to keep going anyway 
and got to the same level class as Mary by 
the end of the year. We are now both on 
class 5 out of 5.

Ice Skating Classes
And Practice

by Avery Twedt

Figure skates ready to go
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Some of the skating moves that I am 
trying to do are a lunge and a two foot 
spin. A lunge is especially hard because it 
is like doing a real lunge but on the ice. I 
am already able to do both a left and right 
three – turn and backwards three – turn.

On 7/30/2026 a rift opened in the sky.  
Monsters from velrune began spilling out.  
3 children a the scene were questioned.  It 
seems that they were tampering with the 
forces that be in a game called “D & D” 
it is possiblethat the game is “Darkness & 
Death” though we can’t be sure.  When 
asked what they were doing at noon sub-
ject A responded “I was in my garden hav-
ing tea” this seemed misleading because a 

Rift Open!: Monsters 
from Velrune  Emerging

by Adelaide Baker

witness said that at 12:02 they saw subject 
A, B, and C playing this “D&D on the 
steps to the community center.  The sub-
jects were released when Subject A said 
“I like goats” an undetermined number 
of times.  

Right now you should hide under your 
bed with a fruit smoothie until the mon-
sters go away.

See also: Apocalypse (Page 12) 

tion.  We have not subjected them to 
our strict editorial standards except 
where a missed syllable made them 
incomprehensible.  The stories are all 
as they came, fresh from the minds of 
their creators.  And if the spelling is 
splendidly cute or the word choice off 
in left field, well, whyever not?  

Editorial Interference

In some cases, we have substituted 

CKC NEWS continued from page 1

for the photographs or graphics that 
were chosen to avoid copyright issues 
— while retaining what was intended.

We, in concert with CKC leader-
ship, omitted stories concerning an 
unfortunate incident outside the Library 
though, of course, some of those stories 
were very lively and entertaining (if 
sometimes inaccurate) accounts of the 
fracas.  
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CKC News! 
G R E E N B E L T

A n  I r r e v e r e n t  N e w s p a p e r

For me, I really like listening to music. 
I love listening to new music as well as 
some old. I also I have a lot I like, from 
lots of different genres.

 I like some older artists like Blondie, 
for example. There are a couple of songs 
by her I really enjoy like “The Tide is 
High”. My Mom liked her too, so it’s nice 
we have a shared liked band. 

Besides her, I like slightly newer artists 
from the 1990s like Weezer, Pavement, Le 
Tigre, Green day, and a couple others as 
well as those ones.

From the 2000s and 2010s I really 
like Mitski, and her various albums from 
around then. My favorite new music is Tv 
Girl, Solya, and a couple Chappell Roan 
songs. 

Besides this bunch of singers and 
bands, I also enjoy music from musicals. 
Ones like Hamilton, Heathers (The Musi-
cal), The Book of Mormon, The Sound 

Some of my Favorite 
Music and Songs!

by Claire Gottschalk 

Music is fun
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of music, Dear Evan Hansen, Chicago, as 
well as others I’m probably missing. 

So, in summary, I like music a lot, and 
there’s a lot I like.

The tweens start their day like any 
other day of summer camp, little did they 
know…(or they might have if they had 
checked their counseler schedule) they 
were goingn to start an adventure ofwrit-
ing a news.  These tweens were sitting 
at the compputers and typewriters of the  
news review room, each writing the own 
interesting story.  Some about resigning 
as president, some about more fictional 
things.  Even some writing about “Camp 
CKC” taking over in the news reviw” each 
story unique, just like the news review it-

Camp CKC Takes Over 
in The News Review 

by Lucy June Goggin

self.  Although there wasn’t just writing go-
ing on in the new review room (something 
you wouldn’t expect, it wasn’t a workday)  
The phone kep ringing, the tensions were 
high.  On camper asked “Can we have 
more comiscsin the news review.  So, who 
knows, maybe soon there will be a reader 
revolution, or maybe someone will offer to 
write the comics for the paper?  Children 
working in press would definitely add 
something to the paper.  A new point of 
view for the news review would add (pos-
sibly) needed change.  

Campers at Greenbelt's Creative Kids Camp practice their dance for Magic in the Attic 

in 2018.
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After packing for a long trip, the Ca-
son’s got into their stuffed truck expecting 
a long trip from Maryland to New York

As they progressed through the trip it 
started to rain.  Then the Cason’s noticed 
it was a bit smokey outside.  The eldest 
child (age 11) asked why there was smoke 
out in the air.  The father told here there 
was a very bad and big fire in Canada.  3 
hours in (I think) the smoke and rain got 
worse and worse.  It got so bad they could 
barly see the road in front of them.  They 

A Trip to New York
by Meriel Cason

leave MD to pensilvania.   The younges 
(age 7) is hungry.  All of them are hungry.  
Mabe not the father but at least the kids.  
They miss the loves mick donalds, the 11 
year old (ME) is now hangry.  After about 
an hour or so the smoke lift’s enough to 
see at least 50 feet forward.  They finally 
get lunch (AT 1:00!) and it’s at least MD’s 
(Mick Donalds) and they finally reach 
New York and mamacity’s and papa’s 
house (yay!!!>3)

The Greenbelt Cinema is one of Green-
belt’s most popular places. It’s also very 
historic, dating back to close to when the 
town was first made. Since then, many, 
many people have gone to see shows at 
the movie theater. The Cinema plays many 
types of movies and short films. They 
also have a free screening of The Grinch 
around Christmas time. Last year, the Cin-
ema opened a summer camp for the first 
time. It’s 1 week long and involves the 
campers making their own short films. At 
the end of the week, they show the short 
films in the theatre. It is also taking place 
again this year. 

The Greenbelt Cinema
by: Anna Gottschalk

In addition to the Grinch at the Tree 
Lighting, the Cinema offers free show-
ings of movies during the summer every 
Thursday.

One thing that the Greenbelt Cinema 
does is sometimes importing the actual 
film to show the movie. This way they 
can roll the film instead of just showing 
it normally. 

Also, there are two theaters in the Cin-
ema. The main one is much bigger and 
more often used. However, the smaller 
side theater is available to rent and play 
specific movies. 

Creative Kids Camp participants wrote the stories on this page which have not been 

edited by GNR.  With 72 campers, only a small fraction can be run.  But all were 

appreciated. Some illustrations were substituted because of copyright issues.

Greenbelt Cinema is special
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A CKC writer concentrates while reporting 

on a recent monstrous incident.

- Photos by Erica Johns

A CKC writer at work, describing the scene 

around them
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PUBLIC POLICY VOLUNTEERS

The University of Maryland's Legacy 
Leadership Institute on Public Policy, in 

partnership with the State of Maryland, is 
looking for volunteers age 50+ to serve as 

volunteer legislative leaders during the 
2026-2027 legislative session of the 

Maryland General Assembly.

The twelve-week classroom training (two days per 
week) begins on Wednesday, September 9, 2026,

and ends on Wednesday, December 2, 2026.

Classes will be held at the University of Maryland 
Extension, 8930 Stanford Blvd, Suite 25, Columbia, 
Md., 21045. The volunteer assignment will be in 
the legislative offices of members of the Maryland 
General Assembly in Annapolis. 

Participants will serve a minimum of two (2) 
days per week starting Wednesday, January 13,
2027, and ending Monday, April 12, 2027.

For more information or for an application, contact 
Wesley Queen at wqueen@umd.edu.

At its August 3 worksession, 
the Greenbelt City Council re-
viewed its Recognition Group Pol-
icy, i.e., the policy for its program 
of operational and project grants 
to the city’s not-for-profit commu-
nity organizations. In Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2027, three organizations 
have received project grants and 
12 organizations have received 
operational grants (see table). The 
program is administered by the 
city’s Department of Recreation. 
Greg Varda, director, and Nicole 
DeWald, arts supervisor, partici-
pated in the worksession review. 

In council’s FY 2027 budget 
process, Recognition Group grant 
requests ($199,307) exceeded 
proposed funding ($122,000). 
Absent any changes in policies 
or procedures, program costs are 
expected to increase in future 
budget cycles. 

Council’s review focused on 
policy options for future cost 
management and procedural strat-
egies for increasing eff iciency 
in program administration. This 
report covers some highlights of 
the review. 

Changes to Reduce Costs

Several policy questions arose 
and, in some cases, council de-
veloped a tentative consensus on 
how to deal with them. 

(1) Should diversity and num-
ber of Greenbelt residents served 
be factors in determining a spe-
cific organization’s eligibility for 
a grant? Or should the policy 
continue its approach of simply 
considering an organization’s con-
tribution, small or large, to the 
stated mission of “providing or 
underwriting ongoing cultural, ath-
letic, recreational, civic, service or 
social opportunities open to the 
general public?” Council appeared 
to be leaning toward continuing 
the current approach. 

(2) Given the variety of organi-
zations and their missions, should 
the policy establish different cat-
egories of organizations and tailor 
eligibility requirements for those 
categories? Council appeared to 
dismiss this option as too compli-
cated to implement. 

Limits and Award Caps 

(3) In preparing its draft fund-
ing distribution for FY 2027, 
the Recreation Department used 
a seven-step descending order 
of maximum allowable grant re-
quests based on the percentages 
of the groups’ proposed budgets 
for that year (see table). Council 
appeared to agree to use a simi-
lar descending scale, but to base 
request maximums for a given 
fiscal year on percentages of the 
groups’ actual budgets during the 
previous year. Council also noted 
that grant requests are simply 
that — requests — but, given re-
cent budget constraints, the actual 
amount granted may be less than 
the amount requested. 

(4) Council will likely decide 
that organizations with actual 
prior-year budgets of $100,001 
and up can still request a grant as 
high as 20 percent of that budget; 
but the highest possible amount 
for any grant awarded should be 
no more than $25,000, regardless 
of the size of the organization’s 
prior-year actual budget. Council 
feels that large-budget organiza-
tions should try to find additional 
sources of funding besides grants 
from the city. Some do get funds 
from other sources, but council 

City Council Considers Need
To Adjust Grant-giving Policy

by Larry Beyna

believes the $25,000 cap will spur 
the search for even more non-city 
funding sources. 

Use of Funds 

(5) Although current policy 
restricts the use of grant funds 
— e.g., no political or religious 
activities or alcohol — adding 
galas, award banquets and group-
members-only activities to the list 
of restrictions was mentioned, but 
not discussed in detail. 

Program Administration

In order to reduce the cur-
rent heavy workload involved in 
the grant application review and 
budget process, department staff 
recommended four adjustments 
to the process: (1) simplify the 
grant application, if possible, 
while continuing to capture the 
information that council consid-
ers valuable; (2) replace current 
use of a special panel to review 
all grant applications with using 
the city’s standing advisory boards 
and committees to review applica-
tions relevant to their areas of 
interest and expertise; (3) replace 
the practice of councilmembers 
numerically scoring applications 
with the use of an interactive 
worksheet for them to make quali-
tative comments on several stan-

dard aspects of the applications; 
and (4) replace council’s labori-
ous preparation of draft award 
allocations with an easy-to-use 
interactive spreadsheet. 

Councilmembers devoted most 
of their comments and questions 
to recommendation 2. In general, 
however, they were very positive 
about all four recommendations. 

The review ended with Varda 
and DeWald promising that the 
department will use council’s feed-
back and suggestions in refining 
the proposed policy changes. They 
will then return to council for its 
decisions at a subsequent meeting.

Organization 
 

Request 
type 

 

Request 
amount 

 

Organization’s 
budget 

 

Request 
as % of 
budget 

 

FY27 
award 

 

 

Award 
as % 

of 
budget 

 

Effective 
Match 

Required 
 

CHEARS Project $ 1,800 $ 3,675 49% $ 1,800 49% 1:1 
FONDCA Project $ 2,900 $ 5,799 50% $ 2,700 47% 1.1:1 
Business Alliance Project $ 5,000 $ 14,150 35% $ 2,000 14% 6:1:1 
        
GATe Operating $ 65,000 $ 142,060 46% $ 12,000 8% 11.5:1 
Babe Ruth Operating $ 3,500 $ 8,282 42% $ 3,400 41% 1.4:1 
Boys and Girls Club Operating $ 11,000 $ 40,600 27% $ 11,000 27% 2.7:1 
Concert Band Operating $ 4,375 $ 8,750 50% $ 4,375 50% 1.1:1 
Orchestra Operating $ 4,500 $ 9,510 47% 4,500 47% 1.1:1 
GAC Operating $ 34,600 $ 105,925 37% $ 25,175 24% 13.2:1 
Makerspace Operating $ 7,132 $ 21,132 34% $ 6,700 32% 2.1:1 
Swim Team Operating $ 10,000 $ 44,950 22% $ 10,000 22% 3.5:1 
Refugee Aid Operating $ 10,000 $ 22,950 44% $ — 0 N/A 
Soccer Alliance Operating $ 4,000 $ 13,687 29% $ 4,000 29% 2.4:1 
Youth Baseball Operating $ 10,500 $ 39,405 27% $ 9,350 24% 3.2:1 
The SPACE Operating $ 25,000 $ 193,200 13% $ 25,000 13% 6.7:1 

 

CapƟon: Greenbelt RecogniƟon Group Program Overview of FY27 requests and awards 
 

Greenbelt Recognition Group Program Overview of FY 2027 requests and 

awards

Tiers used by the Recreation Depart-

ment in preparing a draft funding dis-

tribution for FY 2027 as an example 

for limits that city council could 

use to establish variable matching 

requirements

- Tables courtesy City of Greenbelt

 

 
 

 

Organization’s budget 

  

Maximum grant 
request as a % of the 

group’s budget 
Up to $5,000 50% 

$5,000-$10,000 48% 
$10,001-$25,000 45% 

$25,001-$50,000$ 40% 
$50,001-$75,000 35% 

$75,001-$100,000 30% 
$100,001 and up 20% 

 

 

 

 

We see a homeless encamp-
ment. A Black veteran talks about 
his time in the military and re-
calls the recruitment pitch that 
led him to sign up. “All lies,” 
he exclaims, thinking back to 
promises made. A musician, he 
is losing the use of his hands due 
to exposure to toxins from his 
time in Iraq. Next scene: he and 
others in the encampment watch 
as police destroy their shelters, 
presumably to “beautify the city.” 
Thus begins Earth’s Greatest En-
emy, a documentary screened by 
Reel and Meal at the New Deal 
Café on Monday, June 15.

The documentary was directed 
by Abby Martin, an independent 
journalist and committed anti-war 
activist, and Mike Prysner, a writ-
er, Iraq War veteran and leader in 
the veterans’ anti-war movement. 
The f ilm documents how the 
U.S., with over 800 military bases 
around the world (no other nation 
comes close) and involved in con-
stant warfare abroad, has made 
itself dependent on arms produc-
tion, arms sales and arms use.

But war, for all its devastating 
effects on human life, has a deep-
er impact on the environment, a 
reality that became pressing for 
Martin and Prysner when their 
son was born. They traveled to 
the Arctic to meet Dahr Jamail, 
a journalist who reported on the 
Iraq War in 2003, then joined 
his anti-militarism with a deep 
concern about climate change. A 
discussion about the melting polar 
ice cap — and the way corpora-
tions see this as an opportunity 
for resource extraction rather than 
a danger for humanity — follows. 
That “opportunity” has the po-
tential for military conflict as a 
fight over who gets to control 
what resource takes precedence 
over understanding that natural 
resources are, or ought to be, held 
in common by all.

The documentary takes us 
to an exhibition by arms deal-
ers whose sole concern is with 
profits. Rep. Alexandria Ocassio-
Cortez points out the extent to 
which the military controls me-
dia representation of the armed 
forces, overseeing Hollywood 
scripts pre-production. Political 
theorist Jodi Dean explains in 
an interview that militarism is di-
rectly connected with the capital-
ist search for ever-greater profits, 

Reel and Meal Review

War, Military Production:
Earth’s Greatest Enemy

by Kurt Stand

thus social concerns always fall 
by the wayside. Her argument is 
reinforced as the film shifts to a 
climate change summit dominated 
by corporations in extractive in-
dustries. Perhaps most interesting 
is a segment with Barry Sanders, 
a medieval scholar, whose activ-
ism against the war in Vietnam 
and U.S. racism contributed to 
his understanding of the connec-
tion between militarism and en-
vironmental destruction. Sanders, 
whose projects take place at the 
intersection of arts and activism, 
critiques the way of life that has 
emerged from profit-seeking indus-
trialization.

It is not just combat that is to 
blame. Weapons manufacturing 
is itself a major factor causing 
global warming. Oil is essential to 
the military, which is the biggest 
consumer on earth of fossil fuels, 
while the construction of military 
bases and the weaponry used in 
training exercises cause untold 
damage. 

Footage in the film takes us 
to Nigeria where the U.S. mili-
tary protects oil companies and 
to Okinawa where the military 
maintains 30 bases and keeps 
expanding its presence despite 
islanders’ opposition to the de-
struction of a pristine coral reef. 
Back in the U.S., footage shows 
a police sweep to eject forest pro-
tectors opposed to the construc-
tion of “cop city” in Atlanta and 
hear the shots that killed activist 
Paez Terán, known as Tortuguita, 
whose hands were raised at the 
time of his death.

Pat Elder, former Green Party 
candidate for Senate and an ex-
pert interviewed in the film, led 
the post-film discussion. Elder 
has studied chemical contamina-
tion at military installations and 
the impact of the widespread use 
of PFAS – “forever chemicals” – 
polluting the country’s waters and 
posing a local danger to those 
who eat Maryland’s fish.

All this could make one de-
spair, but Martin and Prysner 
highlight instances where resis-
tance has made a difference, 
while the film itself reflects the 
belief that another world is pos-
sible.

Earth’s Greatest Enemy movie poster
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If you are reading 
this, so are your
next customers. 

$35 and up
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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CALL US AT 301-474-4144

Computer Guided Dental Implants
Easier, safer and more accurate implant 

placement for our dental patients.

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Festival News

People attend the Greenbelt 
Labor Day Festival to ride the 
rides, enjoy the Festival food, 
dance to the bands on the 
main stage and watch (or walk 
in) the Parade. This year, there 
is a lot more to the Festival.

Activity and sales booths 
raise money for local nonprof-
its, while also providing some 
fun things for free. The SPACE 
Free Art for All will sell 3D-
printed items and will bring a 
giant Etch-a-Sketch, along with 
other art activities. A campfire 
group will have a photo booth. 
The Greenbelt Nursery School 
will sell “Greenbelt Is Great” 
T-shirts and provide easels for 
the littlest Festival attendees 
to paint. The giant book sale 
run by the Greenbelt Elemen-
tary School PTA and the Bingo 
game run jointly by the Greenbelt 
Youth Baseball Little League and 
the Greenbelt Municipal Swim 
Team are longtime Festival tradi-
tions, raising a substantial amount 
of funding each year to support 
Greenbelt children’s activities.

There will be information 
booths staffed by the City of 
Greenbelt. The Police booth does 
double duty by providing informa-
tion and also keeping a watch to 
ensure that the Festival is safe 
and fun for all. Animal Control 
will provide information about 
their programs. The Greenbelt 
Roosevelt Democratic Club will 
provide political information. 
Members of the Labor Day Fes-
tival Committee will be happy 
to answer any questions at the 
Information Booth opposite the 
main stage.

The Art and Photo Shows in 
the Community Center gym are 
an opportunity for Greenbelters to 
showcase their talents and com-
pete for ribbons. Last year the 
acoustic music in the gym was a 
big hit, and the Festival will con-
tinue that new tradition this year. 
String quartets and other small 
ensembles from the Greenbelt 
Community Orchestra will play 
music by Mozart, Brahms and 
other classical composers. A Clar-
inet Choir and a Trombone Choir 
from the Greenbelt Concert Band 
will perform popular hits. The 
Zukulele Collective will play on 
Saturday afternoon. On Monday 
afternoon, after the Parade, one 
can listen to the orchestra’s flute 
ensemble and string trio while 
waiting for the indoor Art and 
Photo Shows awards ceremony.

The Festival Committee has 
also booked wandering entertain-
ers for the carnival midway area. 
There will be free face painting 
and balloon animals each after-
noon. Greg May, a former Ring-
ling Brothers clown and Greenbelt 

Labor Day Festival Features 
Booths, Entertainment, More

by Jon Gardner

Circus Camp leader, will be at the 
Festival each afternoon with stilt-
walking, bubbles and clowning. 
Look for a crowd of kids and he 
will be in the middle of it. On 
Sunday afternoon, the magician 
Chris DePamphilis will perform 
card tricks and other sleights-
of-hand. On Monday afternoon, 
Ian Blackwell Rogers appears as 
Edgar Allen Poe. And watch for 
short pop-up Shakespeare street 
scenes throughout the weekend 
put on by the Rude Mechanicals, 
Greenbelt Arts Center’s resident 
Shakespeare troupe.

As usual there will be Infor-
mation Day on Saturday and 
the Craft Fair on Sunday (one 
day only this year) in Roosevelt 
Center, as well as the Retro Town 
Fair at the Museum, the Parade, 
the Tour de Greenbelt bike ride 
and Recreation Department sports 
and other contests such as the 
diaper derby, table tennis and 
pie-eating.

N o b o d y  i n  G r e e n b e l t 
ge t s  b o re d  o n  L a b o r  D ay 
Weekend. Find out more at 
greenbeltlaborday.com. 

Jon Gardner is a member of 

the Greenbelt Labor Day Festival 

Commit tee ,  the  a l l - vo lunteer 

committee that puts on the Festival 

each year.

Retro Town Fair 
(RTF) is returning 
to the Greenbelt Mu-
seum on the Sunday 
of Labor Day week-
end, September 6. 
As in years past, the 
Fair will welcome the 
handiwork of talented 
Greenbelt gardeners, 
bakers, needlework 
artists, crafters and 
more.

A special baking 
category paying hom-
age to the country’s 
250th Anniversary 
is new this year, as 
fo lks  are  encour-
aged to bake like it’s 
1776. Some popular 
baked goods of the 
day were seed cake, 
fruity Independence 
Cake, hobnobs and 
more. Molasses was 
a popular sweetener, as were rai-
sins in the dough.

R T F  e n t r y  f o r m s  a r e 
avai lable  on the websi te  at 
greenbeltmuseum.org and will 
be available at the Co-op check-
out stands in late August and 
early September. Forms will also 
be available during the drop-off 
period at the Museum.

A  n o d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ’ s 
semiquincentennial celebrations 
will be found at Retro Town Fair, 
which is again welcoming a group 
of f iber artists who gather at 
Sweet Pea Fiber in Hyattsville to 
demonstrate some of the crafts 
they participate in and offer a 
hands-on activity. Some of the 
group’s interests include process-
ing wool, dyeing fiber, knitting, 
crocheting, weaving, embroidery 
and spinning on drop spindles, 

Retro Town Fair Returns
On Sunday, September 6

by Sheila Maffay-Tuthill

traditional spinning wheels and 
electric spinners. Stop by to see 
what the group is up to and learn 
something new.

The Greenbelt Museum will be 
free all day, and short docent-led 
tours will be on offer from 1 to 
5 p.m. Board members will be 
available in 10-A Crescent Road, 
the Museum’s future Visitor and 
Education Center, to answer ques-
tions about the project.

Email Education and Volunteer 
Coordinator Sheila Maffay-Tuthill 
with questions at education@
greenbeltmuseum.org.

Greg May entertains a group of chilrden 

with his stilt walking in 2025.
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Sign up to Participate
In Labor Day Festival

Registration is sill open for 
the Rising Stars Showcase (which 
takes place on Sunday afternoon, 
September 6 on the main stage), 
the annual Parade on Labor Day 
Monday, and the Art and Photo 
Shows (which are open Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday afternoons 
in the Community Center gym). 
Please note that Information Day 
and the Craft Fair are now full 
and no longer accepting applica-
tions.

F i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t 
these events and register at 
greenbeltlaborday.com.

Petra Sanchez, winner of the Grand Prize for 

garden produce in the 2025 Retro Town Fair
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http://greenbeltlaborday.com
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Tag us on your next Co-op run!
@greenbeltcoop

Greenbelt Co-op Supermarket & Pharmacy

Shop Local.
Eat Well.

Feel Good.

locally grown

STAY COOL THIS WEEKSTAY COOL THIS WEEK

Available at the Deli

House-made
SMOOTHIES

FRUITS
& Veggies

Fresh

Check produce for what we
have local this week!

DRINKS
local options & more

Cold
TREATS

Summer
ICE CREAM

local

Obits cont'd from p.4

RESEARCH RD continued from page 6

“Do you want to round up?” 
This now familiar and friendly 
phrase from Co-op cashiers has 
prompted donations from shop-
pers up to the next whole dollar 
for a changing cast of causes 
since April 2025. 

As the Greenbelt Consumer 
Cooperative prepares to launch 
the next round of member nomi-
nations and voting for 2027 
groups, now is a great time to 
reflect on our community’s gen-
erosity. For those unfamiliar, the 
program allows any Co-op shop-
per to increase their total bill 
up to the next whole dollar (i.e. 
“round up”) as a direct dona-
tion to a Greenbelt-based, Co-op 
member-voted group or cause. 
Each month, Co-op shoppers 
should feel proud when Store 
Manager Dan Gillotte presents 
another comically giant check to 
a great Greenbelt organization. 
Every cent of this money comes 
from shoppers and goes directly 
to that month’s group; there is no 
overhead fee.   

In spite of the retirement of 
the penny, which incidentally 
the Co-op continues to battle by 
requesting your old pennies in 
exchange for dollar bills, these are 
not small sums. 

The grand total given since the 
introduction of this program now 
exceeds $51,000! 

As a fun thought experiment, 
$51,000 worth of pennies stacked 
in real life would span roughly 4.8 
miles — about the distance from 
Beltway Plaza to Goddard. 

Every month, shoppers have 
donated around $3,000 or more 
to each worthy cause. Even as our 
weekly food budgets are stretched 
due to circumstances beyond 
our control, Greenbelters’ giving 
hasn’t flagged. 

The remainder of this year’s 
member-voted programs brings 
Co-op shoppers the following 
great groups: Greenbelt Labor 
Day Festival (August), the Green-
belt News Review (September), 
the Greenbelt Farmers Market 
(October) and Greenbelt Access 
Television (GATe) in November. 
We look forward to learning more 
about the groups that members 
will nominate and vote on for 
2027.

Here are answers to a few 
FAQs the Board has received 
about the program.

Q :  How can I include my 
group for Round-Ups?

A: Any Co-op member can 
nominate a Greenbelt group or 
cause during our annual nomina-
tion period opening on Friday, 
August 14 and closing on Satur-
day, September 26. The Co-op 

Co-op Round-Up Program Gives
Over $51,000 to Greenbelt Groups

by Amber Hennessy

Month Year Group 
April & May 2025 GILA emergency assistance fund 

June 2025 Greenbelt Farmers Market 

July  2025 The SPACE Free Art for All  

August 2025 Labor Day Festival Committee 

September 2025 Greenbelt Animal Shelter 

October 2025 GAC - Greenbelt Arts Center 

November 2025 Greenbelt Volunteer Fire 

Department and Rescue Squad 

December 2025 Greenbelt Refugee Aid  

January 2026 Greenbelt Community 

Foundation 

February 2026 RUAK (Random Acts of 

Unselfish Kindness) 

March 2026 The SPACE Free Art for All 

April 2026 Greenbelt Makerspace and Tool 

Library 

May 2026 Greenbelt Nursery School 

June 2026 City of Greenbelt Recreation 

Department's Kids Camp Fund 

July  2026 Greenbelt Community Orchestra 

and Greenbelt Concert Band 

 Recipients of the Round-Up Program so far. The Labor Day Festival is 

the August 2026 recipient.

Board will review all nominations 
and select the top 20 groups for 
membership voting. The mem-
bership will then vote in per-
son for 12 of these 20 groups at 
the Annual Meeting on October 
17. The top 12 member-voted  
organizations will each receive 
one full month of Round-Up do-
nations from shoppers.  The sub-
missions should reflect the values 
of community, cooperation and 
the unique character of Greenbelt. 
The group must primarily serve 
the Greenbelt community. 

Q: Can I nominate multiple 
groups? 

A: One nomination per mem-
ber number, please. 

Q: Do I have to attend the an-
nual meeting to vote? 

A: Yes! Only in-person voting 

at the Annual Meeting will be 
counted. The meeting is open 
to all Co-op members, but only 
vested members may vote. 

Q: What is a vested member? 
A: Any member who has de-

posited their one-time member-
ship fee of $100 into their mem-
ber capital account. The coopera-
tive uses these funds to establish 
and operate its facilities.

Q: Can you nominate a politi-
cal candidate or party? 

A: No, non-partisan organiza-
tions only — no political candi-
dates or parties.

Q: Does the group need to be 
an official non-profit with 501(c)
(3) status? 

A :  N o ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  a  

See ROUND-UP, page  15

In 1975, son Stephen Jacob 
joined the family. In 1983, the 
family moved to Lakeside Drive 
and added daughter Guinevere 
Elizabeth to the fold. During 
those years, David served as an 
item writer for the American 
Board of Family Practice, creat-
ing questions for both oral and 
written portions of the board 
certification examination. In ad-
dition, David served with Drs. 
Weintraub and Bergemann on the 
Maryland State Motor Vehicles 
Board, which certified that driv-
ers arrested for driving under the 
inf luence of various drugs had 
undergone sufficient rehabilitation 
to become certified drivers again.

David’s leisure time during 
those years included activities 
such as swimming, exercising, 
biking and running around the 
Greenbelt area. He encouraged 
both children to be active in 
swimming, in softball and espe-
cially in soccer. Many weekends 
were spent taking Guinevere and 
her teammates to soccer games all 
around the state.

Following retirement in 2016, 
David and Mary Lou made up 
for some 30 years of no “real” 
vacations by taking the advice of 
a retirement lecturer to “get out 
of town for three or four months.” 
For the next nine years, they trav-
eled around the world on cruises 
with Cunard. The trips were made 
memorable by the photographs 
David took and made available on 
the internet. 

Dr. David, or “Doc Rock,” as 
he was also known, is survived 
by his spouse of 56 years, Dr. 
Mary Lou Oster-Granite. His son, 
Stephen, and his wife, Laura, 
stepdaughter Alannah, and son, 
Sebastian, live in Westminster. His 
daughter, Dr. Guinevere Granite 
and her spouse Jacob Cohn, son 
Noah Kaise and daughter Hannah 
Cameron, live in Bethesda.

Longtime members of Mish-
kan Torah Synagogue, the family 
plans to welcome members of the 
Greenbelt area to join them on 
Sunday, August 23 at 4 p.m. to 
share memories of David with 
others.

Catch-22
Catch-22 is the title of a 

1961 satirical novel by Joseph 
Heller (and subsequent movie). 
The title refers to a situation 
where every solution is blocked 
by some paradoxical rule, re-
ferred to as Catch-22.  In the 
novel, an Air Force pilot could, 
on request, be granted an exemp-
tion from a risky flight only if 
judged insane.  But asking not to 
fly meant the pilot was rational 
— and so he had to keep flying.  

cyclists could more safely pick 
their way through the terrain.  

Alternatives

There are several options avail-
able.  One (alas the most likely) 
is to do nothing and hope nobody 
gets hurt.  Another is to close the 
road to vehicles 24/7 and permit 
only cyclists and walkers.   A 
third is to close off access com-
pletely (draconian) and the fourth 
is for some entity to take on the 
responsibility and fix the road 
properly — the most desirable but 
sadly, the least probable.

Responsibility

BARC, the owner of the road, 
has likely been deprived of the 
resources to do anything about 
the road’s condition, and the 
Greenbelt community that uses 
the road has no jurisdiction to 
act. Meanwhile, it’s an accident 

waiting to happen. Catch 22.
Disclaimer: The author of this 

article lives next to the BARC gate 

and uses the road frequently.  She 

would rather be seriously inconve-

nienced than have someone injured 

or killed.
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Police Blotter

 

LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 

A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 
OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 

Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 

DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 

EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Incidents reported here occurred August 3 - 9, 2026. Readers are en-

couraged to contact the police if they have information that may aid in 

an inquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email pd@

greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

Incident Summary 

Greenbelt Police reported four 
domestic incidents, two resulting 
in arrest. 

Hit-and-Run Arrest 

On August 8 at 7:39 p.m. near 
6126 Breezewood Drive, a man 
was involved in a hit-and-run on 
Greenbelt Road and obtained the 
striking vehicle’s tag information. 
Officers were already trying to 
pull over the vehicle, not knowing 
it was involved in the hit-and-run. 
Two occupants fled on foot and 
one was quickly detained. After 
a foot pursuit, the second was 
found hiding at 6113 Breezewood 
Court. A check revealed a war-
rant through Prince George’s 
County. He was also in posses-
sion of a bag containing bottles of 
cough syrup and live ammunition 
rounds. He was taken to Doctors 
Hospital for medical clearance be-
cause he was under the influence 
of an unknown substance, then 
safely transported to Upper Marl-
boro Department of Corrections.

The owner of the striking ve-
hicle (a Toyota Corolla) stated 
that his daughter had possession 
of the car, but she had let her 
friend’s brother take the car to 
get some food.

Shooting 

On August 7 at 10:50 p.m. 
near 157 Westway, police received 
calls from people who had heard 
gunshots. One person was de-
tained, questioned and released. 
Evidence was collected from the 
scene.

DUI Arrest 

On August 7 at 9:09 p.m. near 
7501 Greenbelt Road, officers 
saw a jeep operating in an unsafe 
manner, speeding and chang-
ing lanes. The driver admitted 
that she had been drinking and 
submitted to sobriety tests; after 
displaying several signs of im-
pairment, she was arrested and 
charged with DUI.

Fraud 

On August 7 near 69 Ridge 
Road, a man purchased a $200 
item on eBay and never received 
it, and when he attempted to 
check the tracking information 
for his item, he learned it was 
shipped to someone else.

Theft and Shoplifting

On August 3 at 11:47 a.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a 
shoplif ter was detained and 
banned; at 6:22 p.m. near 6000 
Greenbelt Road, a shoplifter fled 
in a gray BMW.

On August 5 at 4:13 p.m. near 
6100 Greenbelt Road, a woman 
shoplifted and was banned; at 
6:13 p.m. near 9133 Edmonston 
Terrace, a Chromebook was sto-
len.

On August 6 at 3:34 p.m. near 
7619 Greenbelt Road, a woman’s 
purse was stolen while she was 

pumping gas; at 1:32 p.m. near 
6000 Greenbelt Road, a man 
requested an expensive pair of 
shoes; he then approached the 
cash register, grabbed the box and 
fled the store on foot.

On August 7 at 3:33 p.m. near 
8150 Lakecrest Drive, a food de-
livery driver met a client outside 
who then ran away with the food 
without paying for it.

Threats 

On August 5 at 2:49 p.m. near 
9182 Springhill Lane, two young 
men knocked on a woman’s door 
and asked for her son. When she 
asked them who they were, they 
responded by threatening to harm 
her son, who had been assaulted 
recently.

Warrant Arrest/Trespassing 

On August 3 at 4:55 p.m. near 
6000 Greenbelt Road, a woman 
was caught trespassing again. A 
check revealed that she had four 
open warrants. She was arrested 
and taken to Upper Marlboro 
Department of Corrections. 

Vandalism 

On August 3 at 8:57 a.m. near 
7323 Hanover Parkway, a glass of-
fice desk was shattered and office 
equipment was scattered across 
the f loor. There were no signs 
of forced entry and no suspect 
information.

Vehicle Crimes 

Stolen Vehicles

On Augus t  3  near  9005 
Breezewood Terrace, a white 2013 
Honda CR-V (Md. 1ES8004), 
and on August 8 near 6440 Cher-
rywood Lane, a 2020 Acura TLX 
(Md. 2EP1866) were stolen.

Stolen Vehicle Recovered

On August 5, a Hyundai Elan-
tra, stolen near 8150 Lakecrest 
Drive, was recovered in Riverdale 
after it was found f lipped over 
and damaged. Multiple high-value 
items were missing.

Theft from Auto 

On August 3 near 8009 Man-
dan Road, a vehicle had the 
wheel well liners damaged and 
both fog lights stolen. 

On August 4 near 6522 Lake 
Park Drive, all four wheels were 
stolen from a 2026 Toyota RAV4.

On August 9 at 1:54 p.m. near 
6958 Hanover Parkway, a woman 
left her vehicle door open and 
went inside her residence; when 
she returned, her purse had been 
stolen.

Man Arrested Charged: 
Vandalizing Homes

Officers have identified and ar-
rested a man in connection with 
the vandalism of three different 
Greenbelt homes. The suspect, 
identified as Nghia Trong Le, is 
charged with malicious destruc-
tion of property valued at over 
$1,000.

On the morning of Thursday, 
August 6, officers responded to 
the 8200 block of Miner Street in 
Greenbelt Station to investigate 
vandalism that occurred three 
days earlier on August 3. During 
a canvass of the area, the officers 
noticed additional unreported 
damage to another residence. 
This damage was consistent with 
the broken windows at the other 
locations.

Officers reviewed doorbell cam-
era footage from one of the af-
fected homes, provided by that 
property owner. The video showed 
the suspect, later identified as 
Le, approaching the front of the 
residence. He bent down, picked 
up what appeared to be a rock 
from the front yard and several 
loud noises consistent with glass 
breaking were recorded shortly 
thereafter. 

Greenbelt Police Department 
requests that anyone with informa-
tion about this incident contact 
the Greenbelt Police Department 
at 301-474-7200. Information can 
be provided anonymously.

Information for this article was 

drawn from an announcement by 

Greenbelt Police Department.

On September  12,  2025, 
49-year-old Mancel Johnson, who 
was not a Greenbelt resident, was 
shot in the 6150 Court of Spring-
hill Terrace in what the State’s 
Attorney’s office described as an 
armed robbery. One of those ac-
cused was convicted of first-degree 
murder this week and two more 
await trial.

We reported this incident in 
the January 29, 2026 issue. The 
night of the shooting, Greenbelt 
police officers in the area heard 
three or four shots being fired 
and ran toward them where they 
found Johnson with multiple gun-
shot wounds. Greenbelt Police 
conducted a search of the area, 
assisted by a U.S. Park Police he-
licopter, but were unable to locate 

16-Year-Old Convicted for Local
Murder; Others Yet to Be Tried

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

any suspects. Johnson was trans-
ported to the hospital in critical 
condition and died from his inju-
ries more than three weeks later, 
on October 5, coincidentally over 
a weekend when two others died 
from gunshots nearby (see the 
October 9, 2025 issue). On Janu-
ary 29, 2026 we reported that the 
Greenbelt Police Department had 
arrested a 15- and a 16-year-old 
from Lanham and Laurel respec-
tively, who were charged as adults 
for Johnson’s murder.

On August 11, Prince George’s 
County State’s Attorney Tara 
Jackson announced the convic-
tion of 16-year-old Uriel Colon for 
first-degree murder, use of a fire-
arm in the commission of a crime 
of violence and other charges re-
lated to Johnson’s murder.  Colon 
faces a maximum penalty of life 
plus 70 years in prison.  

The State’s Attorney office said 
there are two co-defendants. A 
yet-unnamed 17-year-old is sched-
uled to go to trial in February 
and 21-year-old Halberth Deras 
Ramos is scheduled for trial next 
month.

TACO BELL continued from page 1

existing water and sewage lines.  
The building itself is planned for 
2,115 square feet with a total 
footprint of 0.52 acres.  The ap-
plicants are considering walkways 
that would connect to the bus 
stop on Greenbelt Road and to 
the rest of the shopping center.  
The drive-through would have 
enough room for 10 cars to be in 
line at the window.

DeGennaro felt that a Taco 
Bell would make good use of 
the space and help attract new 
tenants.

Local resident Bill Orleans 
asked about the walkways and 

was told that it would be a small 
connection to the bus stop and, 
likely, to the shopping center as 
well, but details were not avail-
able.    

Gordon said that he hoped 
to file the Special Exception ap-
plication in September and that 
further public hearings would 
occur in 2027 including with 
Greenbelt’s Advisory Planning 
Board and council.  It may take 
up to a year for all the required 
permits to be granted with actual 
construction taking four to five 
months.  

City Notes
CARES, Recycling, Public 

Safety/Community and Public Af-
fairs attended National Night Out, 
hosted by the Greenbelt Police. 

Legislative/Council Engage-
ments attended the Four Cities 
Meeting and Constituent Services 
participated in the monthly State-
wide Immigration Call hosted by 
the Governor’s Office of Immi-
grant Affairs. 

Code Enforcement inspected 
three commercial suites, three 
complaints and 23 rentals. Animal 
Shelter residents are four cats, 
eight kittens and a dog.

Environmental/Sustainability 
posted cyanobacteria warnings 
around the Lake and Streets 
painted over graffiti at two under-
passes. Ballfields/Parks repaired 
skate park gates and installed a 
roof at the Animal Shelter. Horti-
culture, GHI and WSSC collabo-
rated on a new water pipe system 
at McDonald Field. 

Session Four of Creative Kids 
Camp ended with f ive perfor-
mances presented by Recreation, 
Arts and the Community Center. 
Arts presented Artful Afternoons 
August 2 and 9 and Therapeutic 
Recreation hosted a senior book 
club meeting.

Aquatic & Fitness Center staff 
helped Youth Center camp staff 
respond to a medical emergency. 

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  

  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  
We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  

    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certi¿ed Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 
6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery 
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $11.50/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($17.25). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 

Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 

Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 

GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

S & A  P l u m b i n g  

Service Inc. 
24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
great discounts!

NOTICE

FREE EXERCISE! – Women and men 
welcome casual pickup ultimate frisbee 
starting 5 or 6pm Sundays at Northway 
Fields, weather permitting. Run and 
have fun! See www.spril.com/disc for 
info & weekly start time.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM FOR RENT – Sunny room, 
10’x11’, in brick GHI, one block from 
Roosevelt Center. Shared living, din-
ing, and laundry rooms, kitchen and 
bath. Available Sept 1. Landlord has 2 
cats. Full bed available. $900 a month 
includes all utilities. Deposit plus first 
month’s rent required. Prefer single 
female. Please provide references. If 
interested please call 240-302-4591 and 
leave a message.

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropoff, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

BARRERA CONSTRUCTION – Of-
fers painting, kitchen, bathroom remod-
els, repairs, upgrades, and all remodel-
ing.  Serving GHI and Greenbelt for 15+ 
years. Local references.  Call Josue for 
an estimate.  301-690-6677.

PET CARE BY JESSAMYN – In-home 
sits, walks, care visits. Specializing in 
animals with unique needs due to age, 
reactivity, health, etc. Aversive-free. 
Insured. Free consults. Website: Jess.
Pet  Text: 240-350-2768.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years. Interior 
painting. Free estimates. MHIC #26409. 
Insured. Call Missy, 301-345-7273.

SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
LLC – Service calls, EV chargers, heavy 
ups and other electrical needs. Call 
240-704-4993.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

K ELLAHER M AIN T ENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, vinyl tile, 
flooring, backsplashes, leaf removal, 
landscape design, mulching f lower 
beds, bucket truck services, stump 
grinding, pruning trees & removal, pole 
lighting, power washing siding & decks. 
Mulch & top soil delivery. Dkellaher@
hotmail.com, 301-318-5472. Insured. 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover. www.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL 
– Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

COMPASSIONATE HOME CARE 
COMPANION – Providing loving, reli-
able, trustworthy, devoted care for your 
loved one. Call Mandy at 301-675-4487.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – for over 15 years. New instal-
lation and repair works. Call D&M 
Electrical Services, 301-346-5335. Best 
quotes available.

http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.spril.com/disc
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
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












    

    

     
  
    
      












  

       
      



    

  


    
     


      
     






     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 

 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 

 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 

Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

MARSHALL continued from page 1 BRIDGE continued from page 7

kind of coordination difficulty 
we experienced at this two-day 
cohort. Especially if it turns out 
that the entire program is un-
funded, and our teachers are just 
kindly volunteering for everything 
outside of the normal school day,” 
Crompton said. 

Cost Savings?  

The summer bridge programs 
appear to have been cut as a re-
sult of the Division of Academics 
budget being reduced by $12.2 
million. On August 7, a PGCPS 
official familiar with the budget-
ing process — who declined to be 
named — told the News Review 
that this was accurate. However, 
no one from PGCPS has officially 
provided the News Review with 
confirmation.

The PGCPS official also at-
tributed the program’s cut to 
under-enrollment. However, an 
August 2025 district press release 
reported that the program that 
year saw up to 96 percent of in-
vited students attending.

An off icial statement from 
the PGCPS media office to the 
News Review on July 27 merely 
confirmed that the summer bridge 
programs were cut as a result of 
the FY 2027 budgeting process.  

A slideshow from April 13 
from a PGCPS subcommittee — 
attributed to PGCPS Division of 
Academics head Judith White 
— specifically indicates that the 
summer bridge programs were 
cut as a result of reductions to 
PGCPS Central Academic Sup-
port. The slideshow indicates that, 
as a result of changes made to 
the discretionary spending of the 
Division of Academics — includ-
ing cutting the bridge programs 
— PGCPS could save $12 million. 

PGCPS maintains digital An-
nual Operating Budget Archives 
containing approved operating 
budgets for each fiscal year dat-
ing back to FY 2007. But for FY 
2027 the Archives only contain 
the proposed budget. Neither the 
FY 2027 Board of Education re-
quested budget, nor the approved 

budget, have been posted there 
in similar form. Chief Financial 
Officer Shavonne Smith did not 
immediately respond to the News 
Review’s request for a copy of the 
budget that the board adopted on 
June 25, 2026. 

A board summary from June 
25 contains the total expenses as 
well as a summary of the major 
revenue and expenditure catego-
ries in the approved budget — yet 
it does not contain line-by-line 
itemization of expenses, nor the 
cost savings of each cut program.

The PGCPS official familiar 
with the budgeting process told 
the News Review on August 7 
that they do not believe PGCPS 
had published the final budget yet. 
PGCPS had requested $50 million 
in funding from the county to 
make up for the deficit. On June 
29, Prince George’s County Coun-
cil committed $20 million toward 
the request. 

It is unclear what the district’s 
specific savings were from cutting 
the program. Based on the dis-
trict’s own public data as well as 
commentary from ERHS parents 
and students, the program was 
beneficial for the students. the 
PGCPS media office stated that 
they do not know if the program 
would be brought back in the fu-
ture and that it would be subject 
to the district’s priorities and 
available funds. 

But for now, ERHS volunteers 
worked to give the incoming co-
hort as much of a “bridge” to a 
special high school program as 
they could. 

made me the player that I 
am today,” he said.

Marshal l  has been 
nearly unstoppable on 
the court since his days 
playing for ERHS back 
in 2015-16. Marshall be-
gan playing in his junior 
year, and quickly became 
a standout player. In a 
2016 interview with The 
Prince George’s Senti-
nel, ERHS head coach 
Brendan O’Connell said 
Marshall was a key con-
tr ibutor to the team’s 
24-3 record and its Prince 
George’s County and 4A 
MPSSAA state champion-
ships that season.

“Eventually you’ll be 
watching him on TV somewhere,” 
O’Connell said in 2016.

One of his previous teammates 
at ERHS, Jaden Faulkner, also 
spoke with The Sentinel about 
sharing the court with Marshall.

“Naji is like one of my broth-
ers,” Faulkner said. “We work 
hard together. He got me better, 
for real.”

Marshall went on to attend 
Xavier University and played for 
the XU Musketeers for three 
seasons. He averaged 16.8 points, 
6.3 rebounds and four assists on 
44.5 percent shooting as a senior. 
He helped lead the team to an 
NCAA tournament appearance 
and Big East regular season title 
game in 2018 and was a finalist 
for the 2020 Julius Erving Small 
Forward of the Year Award.

While speaking with Babcock 
Hoops, Marshall shared that dur-
ing his time playing for the Mus-
keteers, he “developed a work 
ethic that had gotten [him] to 
this point.”

Today, Marshall has become a 
fan favorite in Dallas. Early in the 
season, questions arose surround-
ing his shooting after he struggled 
from the three-point range for 
the first several games. However, 
he became one of the Mavericks’ 
more reliable players and finished 
the season with career highs in 
scoring, assists, steals, minutes 
and starts.

Marshall returned to Greenbelt 
earlier this month to host the sec-
ond annual Mental Health Aware-
ness Pro Classic Basketball Game 
Hoops and Healing, which took 
place August 2 at Prince George’s 
County Community College. The 
game allowed young DMV basket-
ball players to compete and play 
alongside Marshall. After receiving 
the news of the contract extension 
earlier in the day, Marshall made 
the event free to the public and 
refunded early ticket buyers.

Charlotte Ormond is a University 

of Maryland student at the Philip 

Merrill College of Journalism intern-

ing with the Greenbelt News Review.
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ROUND-UP continued from page 12

requirement. However, the Co-op 
Board has the discretion to ask 
for further documentation about 
the group’s mission or purpose, 
and will review evidence of past 
accomplishments when determin-
ing which nominees to include 
for membership voting. 

Q: Why can’t I round up at 
the self-checkout? 

A: This is a technical ques-
tion but essentially, the software 
underpinning the cashier-operated 
registers and the self-checkout 
machines limits the options avail-
able. As of this date the program-
mable options can only be set for 
self-check or cashier input. Co-op 
will continue to seek a solution 
from our software vendor on this 
issue. 

Q: My group was nominated 
last year but wasn’t selected. Can 
we try again?

A: Definitely! Submit a new 
nomination so the Board is aware 
of your continued interest and 
most recent contact information. 

Q: My group has already re-
ceived donations this year or is 
already scheduled for an upcom-
ing month. Can we enter again? 

A: Yes. This is a member-
driven voting process. The only 

limitation is Co-op will ensure 
one group does not receive dona-
tions twice in one calendar year. 

Any additional questions can 
be emailed to board@greenbelt.
coop. A link to the nomination 
form will be posted on the Co-
op website and in Dan’s weekly 
Co-op Chat email newsletter. The 
form will be open until 9 p.m. on 
September 26.

See the table for a quick recap 
of recipients of your generosity 
since the program began.

http://r1md.com
http://www.continentalmovers.net
mailto:board@greenbelt.coop
mailto:board@greenbelt.coop
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The Franklin Park community 
turns out in big numbers every 
year when the Greenbelt Police 
Department hosts National Night 
Out in the parking lot behind 
the AMC theater. This year’s 
festivities were bigger, noisier and 
tastier than ever. Local merchants 
kept the barbecue, pizza and cold 
drinks coming and lines formed 
for useful swag like Spider-Man 

Franklin Park Celebrates National 
Night Out With Police, Neighbors

by Lesley Kash

school backpacks. Kids romped 
in the mini-carnival and grownups 
received face-to-face information 
and counsel from city officials 
and helpful organizations. Many 
Greenbelt police officers greeted, 
listened, entertained and clowned 
around, strengthening their friend-
ly partnership with Franklin Park 
community members.

National Night Out in Greenbelt

Hundreds of people of all ages, 
ranging from toddlers to senior 
citizens, happily celebrated Na-
tional Night Out at festive fes-
tivities held at the Greenbriar and 
Windsor Green communities.

From approximately 6 to 7 
p.m., happy residents of Green-
briar and Glen Oaks lined up 
for free ice cream, hot dogs and 
chips.  People enjoyed the vittles 
and socialized, and several even 
brought their faithful dogs out 
for the fun.  About 100 people 
were there to continue an annual 
National Night Out tradition on 
Hanover Parkway that’s been go-
ing on for several years now.

Over at Windsor Green’s com-
munity center, volunteers offered 
up generous plates stacked with 
hamburgers, hot dogs and fixings; 
sandwich wraps; macaroni and 
vegetable salads; bags of chips; 

Greenbriar and Windsor Green
Celebrate National Night Out

by Matt Neufeld

cupcakes; pieces of cake; candy; 
and huge tubs of soft drinks of all 
types and flavors! 

Greenbelt Mayor Emmett Jor-
dan was at Windsor Green, en-
joying the fun, greeting residents 
with a huge smile and kind words 
and making the rounds. 

About 100 people of all ages 
turned out at the Windsor Green 
event, which resembled a good, 
old-fashioned carnival.  Just out-
side the community center, there 
was a cotton candy machine 
spinning out great clouds of the 
sticky sweet candy; a snow cone 
machine offering ice-cold syrupy 
snow cones; a face painter; and 
huge bouncy inflatables.  

Every year in early August 
Greenbelt celebrates National 
Night Out better than just about 
anywhere else!

Aminata Sesay waits in an excited crowd for the raffle drawing with her sister 

Kediatu. Aminata said it was “good for police to come and meet different 

people. Some people don't know them. We met the mayor!”

A local credit union offering school backpacks welcomes a long line of visitors.

A Park Police helicopter lands and Park Police Major Jon Hofflinger welcomes visitors. 

“It's a great opportunity to spend time with community members in these circumstances, 

not just when they are having a (very bad) day.”

Haydee Rodriguez of Frank-

lin Park brings her dogs, 

Bella and little Sky, who 

love meeting lots of children.

Kids enjoy the bouncy house basketball.

CARES Director Dr. Liz 

Park, right, with Communi-

ty Education and Workforce 

Coordinator Deji Ayoku, 

said “CARES knows the 

importance of connecting 

residents to community re-

sources and building trust 

with law enforcement.”

- Photos by 

Lesley Kash


