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County High School Students Off cers Recognized for Closing
Receive Social Justice Awards

by Lois Rosado

Mrs. Chapple attend the Student Social Justice Awards Ceremony.

Uplifting and hopeful for the
future. These words reflect the
annual Student Social Justice
Awards Ceremony of the Prince
George’s Lynching Memorial
Project, hosted by the Greenbelt
Black History and Culture Com-
mittee.

For the past five years the
program has attracted youth from
Prince George’s County high
schools and their parents, reflect-

ing the rich cultural mix of this
county and this country.

There are three categories to
the contest: Essay, Creative Writ-
ing (Spoken Word) and Visual
Arts. Given that there were 82
entries, the nine student winners
presented exceptional works.

Essay

First place: Livia Luu, Eleanor
Roosevelt High School. The title
of her essay was Spinning Stereo-

From left, Livia Luu, Nicole Igbozulike, Zoe Smithen, Michelle Washington, Isaiah Ali, Hannah Louis and
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type on Its Head: Racial Injustice
of Figure Skating. Luu gave an
informative presentation about the
difficulties of African Americans
and other non-white athletes to be-
come world-class figure skaters. The
bronze win of Debi Thomas at the
1988 Olympics in Calgary, Alberta,
showed that opportunity, ability
and determination have no color.

See AWARDS, page 11

Recreation Center Expansion
Has Been Waiting 20 Years

by Laura Charleston

Plans for Springhill
Lake Recreation Center’s
(SLRC) expansion began
over 20 years ago. Now,
recent federal funding may
make it a more imminent
reality.

Greenbelt received over
$1.8 million in federal
funding, which included
$250,000 for SLRC expan-
sion and approximately
$1.5 million for the Youth
Center roof replacement
(see the March 11 issue).
“These facilities answer
the critical need to pro-
vide youth gathering plac-
es, meet quality child-care
needs and support after-
school and summer pro-
grams,” said City Manager
Josué Salmerdn.

Long-awaited Expansion

The $250,000 in federal
money will support the de-
sign and engineering work
for the proposed addition
to SLRC. Plans for the addition
and renovation date back to at
least 2002, when then-City Man-
ager Michael McLaughlin worked
with Laurel Design Alliance on
plans for its redesign and expan-
sion.

Priorities

The federal funding for SLRC
and Youth Center renovations
awarded to Greenbelt comes at
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Josué Salmeron stands alongside Maryland
politicians at Springhill Lake Recreation
Center in March as they celebrate federal
funding for Greenbelt recreation projects.

a time of great need, but further
funding is needed to remedy other
dire challenges, say area residents
in Franklin Park, where SLRC is
located.

While the investment is a ma-
jor step forward for city facilities,
some community members and
volunteers voiced concerns about
how funds are divided across
the city - SLRC is located in
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the Franklin Park neighborhood
and the Youth Center in the city
center - and whether they address
the most immediate needs. The
city received approximately 30
percent of its requested amount
for SLRC and all of the requested
amount for the Youth Center.
Several residents point to ongoing
needs and longstanding mainte-
nance issues at SLRC, despite the
city’s record of delivering improve-
ments and fixes when residents
made requests.

For Kevin Lockhart, also
known as Coach K., a longtime
volunteer at SLRC, the issue is
not whether Greenbelt invests in

See REC CENTER, page 6

What Goes On

Monday, May 11

7:30 p.m., City Council Meet-
ing: Second Public Hearing,
FY2027 Proposed Budget,
Municipal Building
Wednesday, May 13

7 p.m., Council Budget Work-
session: Recognition Groups
(Group 2), Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5
or the meetings calendar at
greenbeltmd.gov for more in-
formation.

Major Cases, Talk Modern Policing

by Laura Charleston

From left: Detective Roberson, Detective Rodas-Flores, Master Police
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Officer Simms and Detective Alvarez receive a Unit Citation.

The Greenbelt Police Depart-
ment’s Criminal Investigative Unit
(CIU) was recognized with a Unit
Citation for its work investigating
violent crime between July 2025
and January 2026, including three
homicides and multiple shootings.
Detectives Carl Roberson, Oscar
Rodas-Flores, Aidan Simms and
Eric Alvarez received the citations

on Monday, April 20. Officials say
the recognition reflects months of
complex investigations that led to
arrests, recovered firearms and a
measurable impact on public safe-
ty. Following the ceremony, Chief
of Police Richard Bowers, Master
Police Officer Carl Roberson and

See POLICE, page 12

Community Organizations Face
Coming Financial Challenges

by Matthew Arbach

Representatives of Greenbelt
CARES, Greenbelt Assistance in
Living (GAIL), Meals on Wheels
of College Park and the Greenbelt
Cinema met with the Greenbelt
City Council for a budget work-
session on Monday, April 20 to
provide an update of their status
and efforts, as well as the major
challenges they currently are fac-
ing.

CARES Update

For CARES, Director Eliza-
beth Park, with Assistant Direc-
tor and Resource Advocate for
GAIL Christal Batey, began the
meeting. The discussion mainly
focused on the potential ending
of many programs due to the loss
of American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funding on July 1.

See BUDGET, page 9
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A groundhog living underneath some steps on Ridge Road has given
birth to four babies. Remember to keep your distance!
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Let's Keep Current
Office of DEI

As our city reviews the 2027
budget, we find ourselves at a
pivotal moment. The 2027 Budget
Book reveals remarkable achieve-
ments by the Office of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion (DEI), suc-
cesses which moved Greenbelt
toward greater inclusion, employee
engagement and community heal-
ing.

In just two years, this office
has achieved what many juris-
dictions struggle to do: boosted
employee engagement through the
JEDI Action Team, modernized
professional development with
flexible training platforms and
led a voter engagement strategy
leading to a 20 percent increase
in local election participation.
These milestones demonstrate
that the office is a vital driver of
civic health.

At the same time, it is im-
portant for this inclusion work
to have the full support of the
Greenbelt City Council and the
city administration. Both the
council and city administration
need to be held accountable for
inclusion and equity work that
has yet to be completed for the
public to understand the purpose
for the restructuring plan.

Currently, there is a proposal
to move these functions under
Human Resources (HR). While
this may seem like an administra-
tive shift, it could inadvertently
stall the very progress we cel-
ebrate. As we look to the future,
we must consider structural limita-
tions identified by organizational
experts:

» Avoiding the Resource Trap:
Research by Sands & Ferraro
(2025) warns that traditional HR
frameworks often view employ-
ees as “resources” or “FTEs”
(Full-Time Equivalents). An inde-
pendent DEI office, however, is
designed to preserve the humanity
and unique individuality required
for authentic inclusion.

* Ensuring Cross-Departmen-
tal Reach: Effective equity work
requires buy-in from every corner
of city government. Experts note
that housing DEI within HR can
signal to other departments that
the work is “not theirs,” leading
to a loss of shared responsibility
across the city (Sands & Ferraro,
2025).

» Transformational vs. Trans-
actional: When DEI is an HR
function, it is often limited to
recruitment metrics. By maintain-
ing an independent structure,
Greenbelt ensures the work re-
mains transformational, addressing
systemic inequities and improving
service delivery for all residents.

* Navigating Cultural Com-
plexity: Studies indicate that
standard HR management meth-
ods are often structurally unable
to address the complex cultural
variations of a diverse workforce
(Cletus et al., 2018). Our current
independent model is far better
equipped to handle these nuances.

An independent office serves
as a necessary bridge of trust. It
provides a dedicated space where
employees feel safe to share con-
cerns and ensures the officer has
the authority to mitigate challeng-
es effectively. Moving away from

See LETTERS, page 10

Correction

The Canada goose goslings
pictured in last week’s paper
were actually swimming on the
stormwater management pond
on Greenbelt Road near the
Honda dealership and Royal
Farms. Our apologies to pho-
tographer Mary Murchison-
Edwords for the mislocation.

)“33’“

Drop Us aLine!
Electronically, that is.
editor@greenbelt
newsreview.com

and how to submit materials.

Story & Photograph Submissions

We welcome your stories and photographs about all things
Greenbelt. While publication is not guaranteed, your submissions
help us cover more of what goes on. Stories will be copyedited.
Remember to include captions and identify people in photographs.
See the information box on this page for publication deadlines

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

The Sheep Detectives

In this witty, new breed of mystery, George (Hugh Jackman) is a

shepherd who reads detective novels to his beloved sheep every night,
assuming they can’t possibly understand. But when a mysterious
incident disrupts life on the farm, the sheep realize they must be-
come the detectives. As they follow the clues and investigate human
suspects, they prove that even sheep can be brilliant crime-solvers.

Michael

This biopic is the cinematic portrayal of the life and legacy of in-
fluential artist Michael Jackson. The film tells the story of Jackson’s
life beyond the music, tracing his journey from the discovery of his
extraordinary talent as the lead of the Jackson Five, to the visionary
artist whose creative ambition fueled a relentless pursuit to become
the biggest entertainer in the world. Highlighting both his life off-
stage and some of the most iconic performances from his early solo
career, the film gives audiences a front row seat to Michael Jackson
as never before. This is where his story begins.

Georgia O’Keeffe

From director Paul Wagner, this documentary explores the life
and art of the most important woman artist of the 20th century.
Georgia O’Keeffe became famous for her paintings of flowers and
bones and emerged as an iconic role model for women. Claire Danes
voices O’Keefe’s words and Hugh Dancy narrates the film. “I can’t
think of another project, at least not in my tenure” where the mu-
seum has cooperated so fully with a filmmaker, said Cody Hartley,
director of the Georgia O’Keeffe Museum in Santa Fe, N.M. “It’s
beautifully produced and filmed. They secured the participation of
nearly every major scholar in the last 40 years. All these voices are
featured. They got an interview with her at Ghost Ranch that I had
never seen before. For me, it was very powerful,” he said.

-
greenbelt

INEMA

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034
www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

After 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,
senior/student/military $9
Before 5 PM:
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Servicej

\

/" SHOWTIMES:
MAY 8th - 14th

The Sheep Detectives (PG)
(CC) (DVS) (2026) (110 mins)

Screen 1-Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:15 PM, 7:50 PM
Sun. 2:30 PM (OC), 7:45 PM
Wed. 7:30 PM
Thurs. 3:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 515 PM, 7:50 PM
Mon. 2:15 PM, 5:15 PM
Tue. 7:30 PM

Michael (PG-13)
(CC) (DVS) (2026) (127 mins)

Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Fri. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Mon. 2:00 PM (OC), 5:00 PM
Tue. 7:15 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Sun. 4:50 PM, 8:00 PM
Wed. 7:15 PM
Thurs. 5:35 PM

Georgia O'Keeffe:
The Brightness of Light
(NR) (2024) (116 mins)

Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Sun. 5:00 PM

PETE Rebber

SV
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Letters Policy

Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not
guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300 words
(shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and space
constraints. The News Review may add a comment from the editor
if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's name,
physical address, and telephone number. Only the
name will be published; the News Review will con-
sider requests for the name to be withheld.

Greenbelt
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PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

- Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).
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GNR external office door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.
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Community Events

At the Library

Greenbelt Library’s regular
hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays,
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. For more
information, call the Library, 301-
345-5800; for Spanish, call Biblio
Consulta, 301-358-6862.

Pre-K Story Hour/Hora de
Cuentos de Prekinder

Friday, May 8, 10:30 a.m., ages
newborn to 5, at the Springhill
Lake Recreation Center.

Storytimes

Friday, May 8, 11:15 a.m., ages
2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/16130234.

Wednesday, May 13, 12:15
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at
pgcemls.info/event/16130158.

Play and Grow

Wednesday, May 13, 6:30 p.m.,
ages newborn to 3. Register at
pgemls.info/event/16120769.

Chinese Conversation

Wednesday, May 13, 2 p.m.,
adults, seniors especially. Build
language skills with other begin-
ner learners by practicing Chinese
Mandarin through interactive
practical conversation. This one-
time event honors Asian Pacific
American Heritage and Older
Americans Month. Register at
pgcmls.info/event/16115949.

Passport Acceptance Event

Saturday, May 16, 10:30 a.m.
The State Department will direct-
ly accept passport applications on
site at the Greenbelt Library, by
appointment only. Visit pgcmls.
info/event/ 16408970 for detailed
information and the special reg-
istration link. Event in collabora-
tion with U.S.

Senator Angela
Alsobrooks.

PORCH May Schedule

Greenbelt PORCH is continu-
ing its program to collect food in
the month of May as scheduled
below.

Sunday, May 10 - by 11 a.m.
at 1-8 Courts Ridge Road, 1-8
Courts Crescent and 1-2 Courts
Westway

Saturday, May 16 - by 9 a.m.
for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel Hill

Sunday, May 17 - by 4 p.m.
for 33 Court Ridge and Boxwood
Village

Sunday, May 17 - by 4 p.m.
for P.A.L. (PORCH at large)
members (including former Wood-
land Hill donors). Email Robert
Goldberg-Strassler by noon May
17 at spreadruak@gmail.com; he
will come to your porch.

Sunday, May 17 - by 5 p.m.
for Eastway and Lakeside Drive

Saturday, May 23 - by 10 a.m.
for Mathew Street to Megan Lane
including Brett Place

Sunday, May 24 - after 6 p.m.
for 11-S Ridge, 14 and 16 Courts
Ridge

Sunday, May 24 - after 6 p.m.
for 8 and 10 Courts Southway

More Community Events
are located throughout
the paper.

Artful Afternoon

Crafts, Dance, More

The Greenbelt Rec-
reation Arts Program
invites guests of all ‘3
ages to enjoy a free
Artful Afternoon event
on Sunday, May 10
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
at the Springhill Lake Recreation
Center. Participants can paint
and weave paper into a colorful
wall hanging in a workshop with
teaching artist Barbara Joann
Combs. Guests are encouraged to
sign up in advance at sugeni.us/
enFb. Walk-ins are also welcome
as space permits.

The event also includes a per-
formance by Eleanor Roosevelt
High School dance students at 2
p.m., and a mixer for community
artists and art enthusiasts hosted
by the Greenbelt Arts Advisory
Board from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Light refreshments will be served.
For more information about
Greenbelt arts programs, visit
greenbelt.gov/arts. Programs are
supported in part by the Mary-
land State Arts Council.

Greenbelt Garden Tour
Scheduled for June 6

The Greenbelt Garden Tour
is Saturday, June 6 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., featuring 12 home
gardens and community garden
plots, including ornamental and
food gardens, in Greenbelt East,
Center and West. Gardeners will
be present to answer questions
and share insights. The tour is a
fundraiser for Greenbelt Rotary
Club community service activities.
Learn about those activities and
purchase tax-deductible tickets at
tinyurl.com/ucyf2n7a or the QR
code.

If Saturday has light rain, the
tour will proceed; otherwise, the
rain date is Sunday, June 7 from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The website
will provide garden descriptions,
addresses and a map as the tour
date approaches, as well as rain
status if needed.

Scan for more info.

Youth Service Hours
The Greenbelt Rotary Club is
hosting a Greenbelt Garden Tour
on Saturday, June 6 from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m., with ticket purchases
funding the club’s community
service activities. The club is
offering service hours to young
people for checking tickets at
gardens. Each youth will be
assigned to one garden, or several
GHI gardens next door to each
other. Responsibilities include
confirming attendee tickets and
giving the ticket purchase QR
code to attendees needing tickets.
Training will be provided. The
gardens are in Greenbelt East,
Center and West. Rain date: If
there is light rain, the tour will
proceed. If there is heavy rain,
the tour will be Sunday, June
7 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sign
up at tinyurl.com/4nwvktv5. For
more information about the tour
and Greenbelt Rotary community
service activities, visit tinyurl.
com/ucyf2n7a or the club website
at greenbeltrotary.org, or email
rotarygreenbelt@gmail.com.

Green Man Festival

At Roosevelt Center
Join the fun at the Green Man
Festival on Saturday and Sunday,
May 9 and 10 at Roosevelt Cen-
ter. Great bands will be playing
both days, including Tower Green,
27th St. Klezmer, the Greenbelt
HONK! Situation and the Green
Top Ramblers on Saturday. Katy
& the Gongs, the Mauvin Graye
& the Graye Line Band, Brinjal
Music and the Aubergine Faeries
will play on Sunday. Music con-
tinues inside the New Deal Café
both evenings, with On the Bus
and the Funicular Project. There
will be a drum circle with Katy
Gaughan on Saturday morning.
There are over 40 vendors,
crafts for kids, info booths, a
Green Man parade, food, face
painting, hula hooping and family
fun both days. Bring family and
friends. Dress as a favorite fairy,
green being, butterfly or crea-
ture. All Free. For RV
more information, q-@\' J’{;—;
visit the Greenbelt % ﬁ =
Green Man Festival 72
Facebook Page.

Golden Age Club
May Meetings

The Golden Age Club meets
on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in
Room 201 of the Community
Center.

The following is the schedule
for the remainder of May:

May 13 - Speaker Jan Derry,
Silkworms: The Silk Queen of
Fibers.

May 20 - Birthday luncheon.
Bring a dish to share.

Greenbelt Chess Club

Learn & Play Event

The Greenbelt Chess
Club will host its free annual
Community Chess Learn & Play
Event on Saturday, May 16, at
Roosevelt Center from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. All ages and skill levels
are welcome. For questions,
contact Effie Levner at 443-415-
1053 or greenbeltchessclub@gmail.
com. To be added to the group’s
mailing list, visit tinyurl.com/
ycy2nz4m and complete the brief
form.

RedCrossHostsBlood
Drive on May 8

As summer approaches, the
Red Cross is bracing for an annu-
al seasonal shortage of blood, as
regular donors go on vacation and
miss blood drives. This shortage
can affect lifesaving treatment at
area hospitals. The American Red
Cross is holding a blood drive at
the Community Center on Friday,
May 8. Appointments for dona-
tions of whole blood are available
from 12:30 to 4:45 p.m.; there are
four appointments available for
Power Red donations (height and
weight restrictions apply).

For those who cannot schedule
an appointment on May 8, the
Lanham Blood Donation Center,
only three miles from Greenbelt
on Annapolis Road, is open Sun-
days, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Mondays
and Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m.; Wednesdays from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; and Thursdays from 9
a.m. to 5:15 p.m.

Donors of all blood types -
especially type O - are urged
to make an appointment to give
now to help meet the needs of
patients.

Visit redcross.org to make an
appointment.

GIVE BLOQD

GIVE LIFE

Bibliophiles to Meet
At NDC on May 13

The Bibliophiles will meet at
the New Deal Café at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, May 13, to discuss
the book One Day, Everyone Will
Have Always Been Against This
by Omar El Akkad. The group is
open to all.

Ring a Bell for Liberty

It’s the third monthly bell ring-
ing event, joining the National
Call, on Thursday, May 7 at 7
p.m. in Roosevelt Center. Bring
a bell on the 7th of each month
and ring it for 7 minutes at 7
p.m. until the current administra-
tion is out.

Annual Spring
Bird Count Saturday

Come join the annual spring
bird count, organized by the
Maryland Ornithological Society.
This is an event that occurs ev-
ery year on the second Saturday
of May that, through the par-
ticipation of volunteers, captures
a snapshot of the spring wave
of migratory birds. Spring bird
counts have been conducted in
Maryland since the 1940s, but
since the early 1990s, the spring
count has grown into an interna-
tional event now known as World
Migratory Bird Day. This is a
great opportunity to get outside,
learn about local birds and make
friends while helping conserva-
tionists and scientists understand
the migratory behavior of birds.
There are two walks planned for
the Greenbelt area, and those
interested may join one or both.
The first starts at 6 a.m. at Lake
Artemesia and the second at 9
a.m. at Buddy Attick Park. Those
who want to join can contact
John at john.stith@gmail.com or
301-502-3634. This event is open
to birders of all experience levels
from beginner to pro. Bring bin-
oculars for the walk if possible.

Artist Talk
With Tinam Valk

Visit the current exhibition at
the Community Center Art Gal-
lery, where family stories meet
dreamscapes in Tinam Valk’s
mixed media compositions. The
Gallery is open daily: Monday
through Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
Saturday and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. The show is on view through
June 10.

RSVP for a free artist’s talk
with Valk on Friday, May 15 at
6 p.m. at sugeni.us/e8So. Directly
following the talk, community art-
ists can gather for an Art Share,
part of a series of monthly meet-
ups. Sign up for the Art Share
at sugeni.us/eKEO. For more in-
formation about Greenbelt arts
programs, visit greenbelt.gov/arts.
Programs are supported in part by
the Maryland State Arts Council.

A8This Week at the New Deal Café3$

Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt! Try Our New Menu & Drinks!

NESV DFAl

b

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Al—'l—:

Greenbelt, MI

113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD
Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am — 12midnight;

Sunday, 9am - 9pm

REMEMBER TO TIP OUR PERFORMERS - IT’'S THE ONLY WAY THEY’RE PAID!
*** RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642 * * *

TH 5/07 FRI 5/08 SAT 5/09 SUN 5/10
’ GREEN MAN FESTIVALin | GREEN MAN FESTIVAL in the
Wolf g.?.lf‘nejc‘asrl.mw & 8 Ball Deluxe the ROOSEVELT CENTER, ROOSEVELT CENTER,
6:30 - 10pm 8-11pm 10am - 6pm 1lam-5pm
A big, bodacious boogie | _ Delivers the best in On The Bus The Funicular Project
blues jam hosted by | classic rock, Motown, & . F 5:30 - 8pm
Wolf Crescenze soul that will get you Premle_r Grateful Dead Upward-facing funk & roll for
moving & grooving! tribute band your soul
MON 5/11 TUES 5/12 WED 5/13 TH5/14 New Deal Cafe
LIVE BAND NDC Open Mic w/ | BIBLIOPHILES BOOK ’ 2 THERE’S STILL TIME
KARAOKE w/ Tom Olonson CLUB, 11am- 12pm | Isn’t That Sos TO RENEW OR
L/ Deb B and 7-9pm BECOME A
Mike Scott & 6 - 9:30pm Friends A talented collection | = enspep OF THE
Friends Sign Ugs begin at 7-9pm of ll\)C-ar_ea musicians NDCI
who enjoy mining a AP
7 - 9:30pm Open |\6’|I§ OSptartS at | B tﬁer%aa:-rt‘%(thslggl mix of Americana See link below*

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.”
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.
I |
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http://greenbeltrotary.org
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http://redcross.org
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Obituaries

Donald Martin

PHOTO BY TAMILA MARTIN

Donald Martin

Donald Martin died peacefully
on March 26, 2026, at his home
in Greenbelt, leaving behind a life
marked by service, dedication and
love. Don was born on August
13, 1946, in New Camp, located
in Pike County, Ky.

During his early years, Don
built a foundation of faith that
guided him into the man he
became. After graduating from
Belfry High School in 1966, he
followed his calling to serve his
country. Don joined the United
States Air Force on August 26,
1966. As a proud Vietnam-era
veteran, he served honorably and
bravely before returning home in
1970. After completing his mili-
tary service, he moved to Wash-
ington, D.C., and was employed
by the U.S. Department of Justice
for two years.

In 1973, Don began a new
career with then Alleghany Air-
lines, which transitioned into U.S.
Airways, which later merged with
American Airlines. He served in
several capacities for 28 years,
starting as a gate agent and later
promoted into management. After
his retirement from the airline,
Don continued with his love of
transportation at the Maryland
State Highway Administration for
15 years. In 2016, he retired from
SHA as a safety officer.

Don dedicated many years of
service to his community as well.
He joined the Mason Brotherhood
in 1981 through Eureka Lodge,
No. 5 in Washington, D.C. In ad-
dition, he served as a deacon and
trustee at Trinity Baptist Church
for many years. He also served
as a volunteer firefighter at the
Chillum-Adelphi Co. 34. His com-
munity service also included being
a CPR and first-aid instructor for
the American Heart Association
and the American Red Cross,
respectively.

After moving to Greenbelt in
2005, Don’s dedication to service
continued with compassion and
generosity of his time. He served
on the Board of Appeals with the
City of Greenbelt for 19 years,
and with the Greenspring II HOA
for four years. Don enjoyed work-
ing with the Greenbelt Boys &
Girls Club as “Doc Martin.” Just
recently, as a veteran, he joined
the American Legion Post 136 in
Greenbelt. As a passionate sports
enthusiast, Don was a devoted
Washington Commanders super
fan who tried his very best not to
miss a game.

Don was a devoted husband
to his wife Marjorie for 48 years,
father to his beloved daughter
Veronica and grandfather to his
greatest joy, Eric. He spoke often
of his family with pride, support
and encouragement.

Don is survived by his wife,
Marjorie Martin; daughter, Ve-
ronica Martin Alston (Charles);

grandson, Eric Martin; brother,
Joseph Martin; an aunt, Clara
Clark; sisters-in-law, Earlene
McLean (Greg), Stephanie Creech
(Dennis) and Renatta Blevins
(James); brother-in-law, Frank
Kincaid; nieces, Margie Alston,
Danielle Ross and Mahagony
Martin Hurley; nephew, Brandon
Germain; cousin, Thomas Wil-
liams; and numerous extended
family and friends.

Don was preceeded in death
by his parents, Jack and Mamie
Martin; brothers, Jack Martin Jr.
and Ronald Martin (his twin);
and sisters, Geneva Martin and
Anne Mae Martin.

Eileen Connolly

Eileen Louise Connolly, 77,
formerly of 18 Court Ridge Road,
died in Charlotte, N.C., April 29,
2026, of complications following a
serious illness.

Eileen was born in Takoma
Park and grew up in Silver Spring
the older of two children. She
graduated from the University of
Maryland in 1970 with a degree
in theater, and went on to work
for the U.S. State Department
until her retirement. Eileen’s lon-
gest assignment was planning
itineraries for foreign visitors and
escorting them around the na-
tion’s capital.

Moving into GHI as a
20-something first-time homeown-
er was a major step for Eileen,
and the start of a delightful new
phase of her life. She tried her
hand at new skills, like hanging
wallpaper and growing vegetables
in whiskey barrels, and enjoyed
getting to know her neighbors and

discovering the many interesting
facets in the community.

She was a regular patron of
the local shops, such as Gener-
ous Joe’s, the movie theater and,
of course, the Co-op Supermar-
ket. The New Deal Café was a
special favorite. She watched the
Fourth of July fireworks from a
lawn chair in her yard, and never
missed a Labor Day Parade. A
member of St. Hugh’s Catholic
Church, Eileen served on the of-
fering counting team and helped
with the annual church bazaar.
She served regularly at a local
food bank, delivering food on her
commute to work.

A fall and subsequent loss
of mobility prompted Eileen to
relocate to Charlotte, N.C., in
2021 to be near family. There
she was part of an assisted living
community, where she was a great
favorite for her cheerful outlook,
ready humor and interest in oth-
ers’ lives.

Eileen is survived by her broth-
er Michael Connolly (Jane), her
nieces Anne Malament (David)
and Meg Kittrell (Will), and her
nephew Michael Connolly (Elisa-
beth) and 10 great-nieces and
great-nephews.

A funeral was held May 4 at
James Funeral Home in Hunters-
ville, N.C. Eileen will be buried
privately at Gate of Heaven Cem-
etery in Silver Spring beside her
parents.

dents, past or present.

Obituaries

The News Review publishes obituaries of Greenbelt resi-

You write it or we will if you prefer.
information about participation in various activities and
organizations, where the person lived and something about
the family. A photograph and service information should be
included. There is no charge.
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Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt
Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors
Find us on [Ed facebook.com/mowattumc
e 301-474-5410
Pastor Evelyn Romero

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Let's party! Celebrations from the Bible.

&

#~ UNITED CHURCH
W/ OF CHRIST

GREENBELT

COMMUNITY
CHURCH

—_—ceae
One Hillside Road

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE ™
CATHOLIC CHURCH

* Daily Mass: Mon-Fri 7:15am”, Sat 9am*
* Sunday Mass:

o Sat vigil 5pm*

o Sun 8am, 9:30am, 1 lam
* Confessions Saturday 3pm - 4pm.

Masks for the unvaccinated encouraged.

CE}.EBRAT.E WITH US
135 CrescentRd. ="

We Are an Open and

Affirming Church

"Live

streamed

on
Facebook
and
avaitable
on our
YouTube
page larer.

g2

Condolences to the family and
friends of Donald Martin who
died on March 26 at his home in
Greenbelt.

Friends and former neighbors
of Eileen Connolly, who lived on
Ridge Road for nearly 30 years,
will be sorry to hear of her death
in Charlotte, N.C., where she
moved in 2021 to be near her
family.

We wish a very happy birthday
to John Henry Jones of Ridge
Road, who turned 98 on May 6!

Congratulations to detectives
Carl Roberson, Oscar Rodas-
Flores, Aidan Simms and Eric
Alvarez, members of the Green-
belt Police Department’s Criminal
Investigative Unit, on being rec-
ognized with a Unit Citation for

el ghty

their exemplary work.

Congratulations also to the
winners of the annual Student
Social Justice Awards Ceremony
of the Prince George’s Lynching
Memorial Project, including first
place winner Livia Luu, from El-
eanor Roosevelt High School.

We are proud of state champi-
ons Austin Hayes and Leo Fore-
man of the Eleanor Roosevelt
High School wrestling team.

Send details of your news to
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Advertise here.
Eternal life in our
web archives for
$34.50 and up

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

"The gift of God to this enlightened age is the knowledge
of the oneness of mankind and of the fundamental
oneness of religion." — ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Greenbelt Baha’i Community

www.greenbeltbahais.org

15 Crescent Rd

cathcomgreenbelt.org

ALL ARE WELCOME!

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GREENBELT

Mass Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Community Center Room 114

A Roman Catholic
Intentional Eucharistic
Community

OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:

CCGI1985+owneregroups.io

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for
Worship & Sunday School
at 10:00 AM

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Yael Fischman

A welcoming, inclusive, and friendly
synagogue offers something for everyone:
young, old, single, married, and
both Jewish and interfaith families.

Services at 8:00pm Friday and
9:45am Saturday in person and on Zoom

For more information, visit MishkanTorah.org or call 301-474-4223
A Dual-Affiliated Reconstructionist and Conservative congregation

10 Ridge Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770

®

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church

Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725
Phone: 301-937-3666

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

May 10, 2026, at 3 p.m.
A Mother’s Influence

Men’s Group with Worship Associate Jim Flaherty

The Paint Branch Men’s Group will reflect on the lives of mothers, their own
and others, examining how how a mother’s influence helps shape children into the
adults they will become.

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship service held at
University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

www.pbuuc.org

&
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" THE CITY OF

GREE BELT

OVERVIEW FROM APRIL 29 & MAY 4 BUDGET WORK SESSION

Budget Work Session - Public Safety

Key discussions

Budget Work Session - Green Ridge House

Key discussions

MEETINGS FOR MAY 11 - 15

Wednesday, May 13 at 7 pm, BUDGET WORK SESSION -
RECOGNITION GROUPS (GROUP 2) - Council Chambers

Thursday, May 14 at 7 pm, COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY
BOARD - Council Chambers, On the Agenda: TBD

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000
or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change.
For confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For
information on public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings

calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, May 11 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION
- Call to Order
- Roll Call
- Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
- Reading of the Greenbelt Community Pledge
- Petitions and Requests
- Consent Agenda
- Committee Reports
* Meetings
* Board of Elections Report #2026-02 (Council Ranked-Choice Voting
and Other Matters Request for 2027 Municipal Elections)
* Arts Advisory Board Report #26-3 - (Recognition Group Status)
- Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
- Presentations
* State’s Attorney Tara Jackson
* Memorial Day Poppy Presentation
* Public Hearing — FY 2027 Proposed Budget
* Jewish American Heritage Month
* Fitness Awareness Month Proclamation
* Public Hearing — FY 2027 Proposed Budget
- Minutes
- Administrative Reports

LEGISLATION

- A Resolution Creating a Grant Matching Fund for the Purpose of
Providing Funding for City Grants

- 2nd Reading, Adoption
- A Charter Amendment Resolution of the Council of the City of
Greenbelt to Amend §3-22 “Powers” of the City Charter to Authorize the
City of Greenbelt to Engage in Collective Bargaining for Certain Eligible
Non-Exempt, and Non-Managerial City Employees as Provided in Article
VIl of Chapter 13 of the City Code.

- 1st Reading

OTHER BUSINESS

- Discussion of the Council Planning Framework

- Central Park Planter Project

- DEI Position Proposals

- Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Zoning Townhouses
Issue

- Council Reports

- Council Activities

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at
(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

City Information & Events

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

FY2027 Budget Work Sessions at a Glance FY2027 Budget Work Session Schedule

The Greenbelt ity Council will hold a series of work sessions throughout April
and May to review and discuss the FY2027 Proposed Budget with City staff.
Community members are encouraged to tune in or attend to learn more about
upcoming plans and priorities for our city.

Join us in person at 25 Crescent Road, or virtually via YouTube, the Greenbelt
website at www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV livestream, Zoom, or on Verizon
and Comcast cable channels.

View the full schedule of upcoming work session dates below:

+  (May 6) Budget Work Session - Recognition Groups (Group 1)
«  (May 11) 2nd Public Hearing

+  (May 13) Budget Work Session - Recognition Groups (Group 2)
«  (May 18) Budget Work Session - Final Budget Review

«  (May 26) Budget Adoption

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out
the City calendar for
all up to date events at
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

*VOLUNTEER * VACANCIES *
APPLY FOR A COMMITTEE
OR BOARD TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt
Committees & Boards is an excellent
opportunity to engage with your
community and make a difference.
Choose from a number of committees
& boards such as the Advisory
Committee on Education, Advisory
Committee on Trees, Arts Advisory
Board, Board of Appeals, Community
Relations Advisory Board, Ethics
Commission, Forest Preserve
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory
Committee on Environmental
Sustainability, Park and Recreation
Advisory Board, or Youth Advisory
Committee and make a difference in
Greenbelt!

Take the first step towards making a
positive impact and apply for one of
these committee vacancies today!

Call (301) 474-8000.

OFFICIAL NOTICE - PUBLIC HEARING

The Greenbelt City Council has scheduled a public hearing to be held during
the Regular Meeting of Council Monday, May 11, 2026 at 7:30 pm

CONCERNING THE PROPOSED BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027
FOR THE GENERAL FUND AND EACH OF THE OTHER FUNDS OF THE
CITY.

GENERAL FUND BUDGET FY 2026-2027

EXPENDITURES

General Government $5,484,494
Planning and Community Development 1,429,251
Public Safety 14,363,507
Public Works 5,527,242
Greenbelt CARES 1,726,046
Recreation and Parks 8,955,738
Miscellaneous 373,640
Non-Departmental 1,440,400
Fund Transfers 2,440,928
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $41,741,246

PROPOSED EXPENDITURE BUDGETS FOR OTHER FUNDS
Cemetery Fund $0

Debt Service Fund 801,100
Replacement Fund 607,999
Special Projects Fund 575,300
Enterprise Fund — Green Ridge House 1,839,200
TOTAL OTHER FUNDS $3,823,599
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUNDS

Capital Projects Fund $5,331,800
Building Capital Reserve Fund $3,178,445
Greenbelt West Infrastructure Fund 4,275,000
Community Development Block Grant Fund 231,022
TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $13,016,267

The Public Hearing will be held in person at the Municipal Building and virtual
via Zoom. Public attendance and participation are encouraged. All citizens

of Greenbelt will have a reasonable opportunity to provide written and oral
comments and to ask questions concerning the entire proposed budget. If
special accommodations are required to make this meeting accessible to

any disabled person, please call 301-474-8000 or e-mail the City Clerk at
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov no later than 10 a.m. on the meeting day. Copies
of the proposed budget may be examined at the City Offices, 25 Crescent Rd.,
during normal operating hours. The proposed budget is also posted on the
City Web site at http://www.greenbeltmd.gov. For more information, please call
301-474-8000.

- Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

Taxes $32,939,829
Licenses & Permits 1,267,500
Intergovernmental 1,468,800
Charges for Services 2,428,900
Fines & Forfeitures 1,214,520
Interest 300,000
Miscellaneous Revenues 296,900
Interfund Transfers 1,831,700
TOTAL REVENUES $41,748,149

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts
for more information and many
other opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a
weekly e-newsletter, at www.

greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx

May Artful Afternoon 5/10;
1:30-2:30pm (Springhill Lake
Recreation Center) Paint and
weave paper into a colorful
wall hanging with artist Barbara
Joann Combs. This event
includes a mixer hosted by the
Greenbelt Arts Advisory Board
and a performance by Eleanor
Roosevelt High School dance
students. Sign up here: sugeni.
us/enFb.

Without A Pattern: A
Weekend of Sewing
Dangerously 5/16-17; 9:30am-
5:30pm (Greenbelt Community
Center) Join instructor

Danielle Probst for a weekend
sewing adventure! The goal

- one completed-historically
accurate women’s day dress.
Registration required: see page
21 of the spring activity guide
for details - www.greenbeltmd.
gov/activityguide.

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

o Free Artist Talk with Tinam
Valk 5/15; 6-7pm (Greenbelt
Community Center) RSVP at
sugeni.us/e8So.

Registration required for the
following activities, see www.
greenbeltmd.gov/activityquide for
details.

o Pet Portrait Painting
5/17-5/24; 1-3pm (Greenbelt
Community Center) page 25.

. Fused Glass Wall Hanging
5/25; 11am-1pm (Greenbelt
Community Center) page 24.

UPCOMING FREE PROGRAMS

The City of Greenbelt is happy to provide the following programs FREE of

charge. For more information, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

. BIKE TO WORK DAY Friday, May 15, 6:30 - 8:30 am, Greenbelt
Aquatic & Fitness Center parking lot

. BILINGUAL PRE-K STORY HOUR Friday, May 8, 10:30 - 11:30
am, Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

e CITY OF GREENBELT JOB FAIR Saturday, May 17 at 10 am
Beltway Plaza, 6000 Greenbelt Road

e MEMORY CAFE May 20 at 1: 30 pm - Greenbelt Community Center,
Ground Floor East.

e STRONGER EVERY YEAR - A HEALTHY AGING AND
PREVENTION FAIR Thursday, May 28, 1-4 pm. Featuring
Reflexology, Memory Screenings, Journaling, and more.

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend
community organization meetings, but no official Council action will be taken
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after
being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the
respective organization directly.

TEEN TALK:
IT’S NOT EASY
BEING A TEEN!

Date TBD

If you are 13 to 17 years old and
live in Greenbelt, we want to hear
from you and learn what issues
our teens are dealing with!

We're providing a $50 gift card
and pizza and drinks for actively
participating in a 2 hour in-person
session that includes using

their phone to provide input and
answer questions.

Use the QR code below to register:

For more information,
contact ACAPS Chair
Peggy Higgins at
(240) 375-0388 or

higqins20770@aol.com
Brought to you by the City of

Greenbelt Advisory Commitee
Advancing Public Safety
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its facilities but how those invest-
ments are prioritized.

“l am a volunteer, facilitator,
advocate, mentor. I do a lot of
things here,” Lockhart said.

He emphasized that the city
has historically responded when
the community raises concerns.
“When we need something,
they’ve given it to us,” he said.
“They did a fantastic job of doing
and giving us what we needed.”
He cited past improvements, in-
cluding upgrades to the play-
ground and gym, as evidence that
the city follows through. “We
got a huge, nice playground back
there and a nice outdoor basket-
ball court. I mean, we needed it
and they gave it to us,” he said.
Though Greenbelt has a track re-
cord of responding to community
needs, residents want more proac-
tive and balanced investment, es-
pecially when large-scale funding
becomes available.

Allocation of Funds

Lockhart questioned the alloca-
tion of the latest federal funding,
arguing that more immediate facil-
ity issues remain unresolved. The
award specifies the amount to
each project but Lockhart would
have liked to see it split evenly.
“We need our heating system and
our air conditioning system fixed,”
he said of SLRC. Recurring me-
chanical failures affect daily op-
erations, particularly in extreme
weather. While repairs are rou-
tinely made, the cycle continues
without a long-term solution, says
Lockhart.

“It breaks down every two
weeks, every three weeks, every
month or whatever,” Lockhart
said. “How many times are we
gonna let something break and fix
it and break and fix it and break
and fix it?”

Carolyn Lambright-Davis, a
14-year Greenbelt resident, com-
munity volunteer and Chesapeake
Education, Arts and Research So-
ciety (CHEARS) board member,
echoed both appreciation for the
funding and concern about how
it is distributed.

Lambright-Davis framed the
issue as one of fairness across
different parts of the city. While
acknowledging that improvements
have been made and city staff
respond to issues, she said the
facility still requires significant
upgrades.

“Public Works is phenomenal
but it [SLRC] needs to be reno-
vated for our children,” she said.

Like Lockhart, she pointed to
ongoing maintenance problems,
including heating, structural wear
and limited space for program-
ming.

Funding the Expansion

The city is looking to other
sources to fully fund the project.
That includes working with the
county and state to reallocate
$1.5 million in Program Open
Space (POS) funding that had
previously been earmarked for the
Youth Center roof project. “The
city’s intent is to use that fund-
ing toward construction of the
SLRC project, subject to the re-
quired county and state approval,”
Salmeron told the News Review.

“Potential funding sources for
the project include federal fund-
ing, POS funding, county and
state support, potential support
from Park and Planning, and local
city funds,” said Salmerén.

Critical Resource

Lockhart stressed that despite
challenges, programming at SLRC
remains active and impactful. “For
a center that has very little, we

IMAGE COURTESY LAUREL DESIGN ALLIANCE INC.

A renovation plan for Springhill Lake Recreation Center from 2002. The

areas shaded red represent additions.

give a lot,” he said.

It operates as a hub for youth
services, education and commu-
nity support for Franklin Park.
Lockhart described SLRC as a
critical resource for local families.
“This is a very busy center,” he
said. “The gym is active seven
days a week.”

Programs include tutoring, ath-
letics and after-school care, often
serving children who rely on the
center as a safe and supportive
environment. At the press con-
ference to celebrate the funding,
Brian Butler, SLRC recreation co-
ordinator, said the center is a safe
place where children can go after
school and be fed, physically and
mentally. “It says something when
a parent can come home and
relax and know that their child is
at a community center which is
a safe zone. We have homework
time. We do provide lunches, and
they’re here with counselors who
care. We have people like the
Davises and Coach K who also
bring into the community what
is missing, I believe, in a lot of
places, and that’s the elders’ wis-
dom,” said Butler.

“They know this is a safe ha-
ven for them,” Lockhart said.
Lambright-Davis pointed to vol-
unteer-driven initiatives, such as
mentoring and environmental
education programs, as examples
of how the community continues
to invest in its youth regardless of
facility limitations.

“We all have to do our part,”
she said.

SLRC Timeline

The city council has not yet
made a final decision on the
additions or final site design for
SLRC, nor does the city have all
the funding it would need to com-
plete the project. Salmerén told
the News Review they’ve mostly
relied on the prior planning work
from 2003, when PRAB/APB
reviewed the proposed addition
and renovation concept for the
facility. However, Salmerén had
some reservations about the space
design that is now more than two
decades old, questioning whether
it fully meets today’s program-
ming needs for SLRC and the
surrounding community. “The
demand for space at Springhill
Lake far exceeds the facility’s
current capacity,” said Salmeron,
who suggested the community
may benefit more from one larger,
flexible program space than from
adding a smaller room and ex-
panding the current game room,
as the original plans propose.
“Much more work is needed to
revisit, evaluate and vet the prior
design before final decisions are
made,” Salmeron said.

The city does not have a firm
timeline for beginning redevel-
opment or construction of the

SLRC addition, said Salmeron, as
“the city still needs to determine
the final design, evaluate current
community and programming
needs, and develop a more precise
construction cost estimate.” How-
ever, he noted, “the acceptance of
the federal and POS funds puts
pressure on us to move forward
with the project, as both sources
have timeline requirements.”
Youth Center Timeline

On the other hand, the city
does now have the funding it
needs to replace the Youth Cen-
ter roof and expects that project
to begin in September. However,
Salmeron noted that delays are
possible and the schedule will
depend on the county permitting
and review process.

As Greenbelt moves forward
with requesting federal funding,
grants and other money, resi-
dents and volunteers who spoke
with the News Review say the
challenge will be balancing long-
term development with immediate
needs and ensuring that all parts
of the community benefit equally.

Laura Charleston is a University
of Maryland student at the Philip
Merrill College of Journalism writ-
ing for the Greenbelt News Review.

Anna Bedford-Dillow contributed
to this article.

Election 2026

Nicole Williams Has Suspended
Her Campaign for Congress

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

On Tuesday, May 5, Nicole
Williams suspended her campaign
to represent Maryland’s Fifth
Congressional District. Williams,
a resident of Greenbelt, is cur-
rently a Delegate for Maryland’s
22nd Legislative District. She has
served as a member of the House
of Delegates since December
6, 2019, this year running for
Congress rather than re-election.
With long-serving U.S. Represen-
tative Steny Hoyer retiring, the
Fifth Congressional District seat
is open. Following redistricting in
2022, Greenbelt lies within the
Fourth Congressional District,
so Greenbelt residents vote for
Fourth District candidates. How-
ever, candidates for Congress are
not required to live in the district
they run in provided they live in
the state they represent.

Williams announced that her
decision was made “with a heavy
heart” but that her campaign did
not have the resources to keep
pace with opponents’ spending.

“Perhaps it’s a bit of tragic
poetry that, in the midst of an
affordability crisis, that even the
cost of running to represent the
people of Maryland’s Fifth Con-
gressional District is too high,”

said Williams in a social media
post on Tuesday. “I believe in
earnest that I remain the best
candidate to fight and work for
Marylanders in Washington, to
speak truth to power and to be
a tireless progressive voice for
women, immigrants and marginal-
ized communities.”

“I’ve been and have become
friends with many of the candi-
dates for this seat, and I believe
that whichever candidate wins,
they’ll make an honest effort
to deliver for the people of the
Fifth District.” Twenty-three other
Democratic candidates are run-
ning for the same congressional
seat, among the most well-known
being Rushern Baker III and Wala
Blegay.

Williams said she was humbled
by the support of family, friends
and those who supported her
campaign.

“Rest assured that, though my
campaign for Congress may be
coming to an end, my devotion
to advocacy on behalf of work-
ing and marginalized people will
never cease, and I look forward
to continuing the fight for a more
equal, just and affordable Ameri-
ca,” wrote Williams.

Red azaleas

PHOTO BY TOM BAKER-

market, IRA, 401k, etc.).

=

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Green Ridge House Opens Wait List

Green Ridge House, the City of Greenbelt’s HUD Section 8-202 apartment building, will open
its waiting list from Monday, May 11 through 15, 2026 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Applications
will not be accepted after 4:00 p.m. each day. Green Ridge House is an independent living
apartment building located at 22 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770. All applicants must apply
in person and be 62 years of age or older.

There are two new HUD guidelines that must now be followed. First, guidelines now state that
any applicant wishing to be added to the waiting list cannot own any property (i.e., home,

condo, land, etc.). If an applicant owns any property, it must already be listed for sale by a realtor
and a contract must be provided when the application is filled out. Second, an applicant cannot
have more than $100,000 in total assets (liquid assets, i.e., checking, savings, CD’s, money

All applicants must have with them a valid State ID or Driver’s License and their Social
Security card. We cannot accept an application without these two items. All applicants will
have a credit and criminal background check performed to determine eligibility. Applicants
should be prepared to move within 30 days once they receive a call that a unit is available. Rent
is based upon 30 percent of one’s income within a maximum gross income of $57,400 for
individuals and $65,600 for couples. All apartments are one-bedroom units. Only applicants who
would consider moving within the next 6 months to one year should apply. Green Ridge House
is a Non-Smoking Building. Green Ridge House follows Federal HUD Guidelines with regards
to smoking compliance which prohibits marijuana use, medical or otherwise on its properties.
Therefore, regardless of any other permitted use by either prescription, State or local law, or any
mechanism that permits medical marijuana use, such medical marijuana use is not permitted on
any part of Green Ridge House property.
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GAIL Community Nursing

Of primary concern was the
discontinuation of GAIL’'s commu-
nity nursing program, which often
provides service in homes. The
community health coordinator po-
sition, which is funded by ARPA,
is essential to the program.

Many of the city’s seniors have
come to rely upon this program
for preventative treatment and
monitoring, and to remain in
Greenbelt. Batey said that this
year alone saw over 550 visits.
No fee is required from Greenbelt
residents.

Residents of Green Ridge
House will continue to receive
this service as it is a HUD Sec-
tion 8 senior building funded by

grants from the Maryland Depart-
ment of Aging.

Batey informed council that
the community nursing program
is in its 20th year. Nursing in-
terns from several local nursing
schools such as Catholic Univer-
sity, Bowie State University and
Washington Adventist University
act as the staff. They are unpaid,
the program existing as part of
their schooling.

ARPA-funded Positions, Programs

In addition, the situation could
lead to the loss of key positions
that are also currently funded by
ARPA. These are the full-time
bilingual community health case
worker and the part-time com-
munity case manager. These posi-

tions are especially beneficial to
residents in Greenbelt West.

Franklin Park receives many
assistance programs from CARES
funded by ARPA in addition to
community nursing, such as case
management, food distributions
and health and resource fairs.
In a subsequent interview, Park
reported that “we are still assess-
ing what programs can continue if
staff is lost.”

The programs at Springhill
Lake Recreation Center will con-
tinue, as these are funded sepa-
rately. These include GED classes,
tutoring, ESOL classes and work-
force development.

Potential Approaches
The representatives proposed

two approaches that may lead at
least to partial funding for some
of these at-risk programs. The first
would see CARES and GAIL ap-
ply for 501(c)(3) nonprofit status,
allowing greater financial auton-
omy and the ability to apply for
more grants. The other is to have
the clinical mental health staff
become specifically credentialed to
allow them to bill Medicaid and
Medicare for individual and family
counseling services.

The potential cuts in these
integral services were of grave
concern to all present. Mayor
Emmett Jordan noted that what
CARES and GAIL provide is
unique for municipalities. Coun-
cilmember Jenni Pompi remarked

that they have been transforma-
tive, as well as life-saving.
Meals on Wheels

Meals on Wheels of College
Park presented next, represented
by Chair Lisa Ealley and Secre-
tary Maria Newsom. The organ-
ization is in its 52nd year and has
run continuously, even through
the pandemic. It serves 40 to 50
households in Greenbelt, mostly
at Green Ridge House.

The agency operates with over
100 volunteers, 30 of whom are
in Greenbelt. Volunteers must cov-
er their own fuel costs. Newsom
extolled the exemplary efforts of
these volunteers who have gladly

See BUDGET, page 10
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Audit Committee Continued

Nick Leanos
56 Court Ridge

Committee.

I moved to Greenbelt from Silver Spring after
a brief period in Cheverly. | was attracted by the
strength of the community, its walkability, and its
access to regional transit systems, like MARC and
Metro. live lived here since 2013.

A Syracuse University graduate, | earned my de-
grees in Rhetoric and Mass Communication. | start-
ed my career working in print journalism, writing
stories for Patuxent Publishing Company, a subsid-
iary of the Baltimore Sun, before transitioning to
broadcast journalism, starting out in radio at WJHU
(now WYPR) in Baltimore before transitioning again
to sports journalism. | drive Greenbelters to region-
al airports, etc. otherwise.

lim running because lim committed to mak-

thinking outside the box. Asking questions. Offer-
ing a differing opinion and a different perspective.
GHI needs to always make sure that every voice
and every member is heard loud and clear. The
Audit Committee, in my view, serves that purpose
-to be your voice. It doesnit serve anyone by being

serves as the checks and balances for GHI, making

interests of its members.

If elected, | promise to listen to member needs,
appreciate different perspectives, work to create
an environment of transparency so members are
aware of the Boardis proceedings, be approach-
able, and use my outspokenness to serve the great-
er good.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Bill Jones
15 Court Ridge

T A retired college math and computer science
professor.

T Lived in GHI since 2004.

T Member of GHIis Finance and Investment Com-
mittees since 2006.

T Chair of the Membership Committee for New
Deal Cafe since 2011.

T On the GHI Board Of Directors from 2011 until
2021.

T On the Board of the Coop Grocery from 2012
until 2024.

T Treasurer of Streetlights Of Bethany from 2008
until 2018.

T Deliverer of Meals On Wheels from 2017 to
2020.

T | have also been Treasurer of the New Deal Café
Coop (20161i2018), a volunteer intake worker at
Bread For The City in DC (2004fi2011), a vol-
unteer reading tutor at Greenbelt Elementary
School (2011A2016), and an actor and director
at Greenbelt Arts Theater and other community
theaters (2004£i2016).

T Mostrecently | have been Treasurer of the Green-
belt Refugee Aid Committee for three years. We
help refugee families from Ukraine by paying
their rent and giving them other support.

T | have been on the Audit Committee for four
years, and | hope you will vote for me in the elec-
tion. | work to make sure that our members get

\ the best value for their coop fees.

Hi! lim Nick Leanos and lim running for Audit

ing this community a better place. That begins by

a rubber stamp. The Audit Committee essentially

sure that the cooperative is operating in the best

Candidates for GHI Election (continued)

Michael Campbell
14 Court Ridge

My wife, daughter, and | have been proud GHI
residents since 2020Awe genuinely enjoy being
part of this community and love taking advantage
of everything Greenbelt has to offer.

Professionally, | work at the University of Mary-
land as a Project Manager, with prior jobs spanning
software engineering, project management, and
data analysis. Within GHI, live had the chance to
contribute as a volunteer on the Permit Reform and
Simplification Task Force and on the Search and Se-
lection Committee for our new General Manager.

lill be honestdI wasnit familiar with the Audit
Committeeis role before | was approached to run
for it, and | suspect many of you might be in the
same boat! The committee is responsible for re-
viewing GHlIis finances and ensuring the cooper-
ative operates in accordance with its bylaws and
policies. | think this is an important role and if
elected, lill bring the same attention to detail, com-
mon sense, and focus on making good use of re-
sources that | try to apply in my day job and in my
previous GHI service.

On a broader note, | care about making GHI
more welcoming and affordable for people at all
stages of life, and | hope to keep that spirit in mind
in whatever way | can contribute.

Nominations & Elections
Committee

(All' 5 positions up for election
for 1-year terms)
| a——
Luisa Robles

32 Court Ridge

live called GHI home since the spring of 20016
itis my silver anniversary with Greenbelt: 25 years!

| first stumbled into GHI while pursuing my PhD
at UMD. What began as a simple movie outing at
the theater quickly turned into a lifelong relation-
ship after | fell in love with the Roosevelt Center,
the inner walkways, the woods, the gardens, and
the thoughtfully designed layout of the community.
(One movie, zero regrets.)

At the time, | already knew several UMD stu-
dents living in Old Greenbelt, all of whom spoke
about the place with genuine appreciation for the
sense of community and place. My academic back-
ground is in environmental sciences and sustain-
able development, so naturally | ended up settling
in a planned community where sustainability, walk-
ability, and passionate discussion are simply part of
daily life.

I now serve as the City of Greenbeltis Sustain-
ability Coordinator, which feels like a very on brand
outcome. Over the years, live also served on GHlis
Board of Directors and the Woodlands Commit-
tee, as well as the Cityis Forest Preserve Advisory
Board&because in Greenbelt, you donit just move
in, you eventually join at least one committee
(whether you mean to or not).

At this point, GHI isnit just where | liveOitis part
of my identity, my professional life, and how | spend
a surprising amount of my free time.

Joe Ralbovsky
62 Court Ridge
Joe is 70% water.

Tom Jones
1 Court Woodland

Tom has served on Nominations & Elections for
12 years, including the past 11 years as chair. Tom
grew up on Northway and has been a GHI member
since 1997. His grandparents moved into 11 Court
Southway in May 1942.

Tom has a Physics degree from New Mexico Tech
and an MBA from Loyola University Maryland. He
works as a Software Technical Program Manager
at the University of Maryland Center for Advanced
Transportation Technology Laboratory (CATT Lab)
within the Civil Engineering department, managing
and analyzing the nationis transportation data.

In 2010, Tom chaired the GHI Finance Report
Subcommittee draft revisions to make the annual
report easier to understand. In 2011, he chaired the
GHI website redesign committee, and later served
on the GHI Information Technology task force. In
2021, Tom and his wife Johanna proposed com-
prehensive GHI permit reform. Their home was in
the Pipe Repair and Refurbishment Pilot Program
(PRRPP).

With other cooperatives founded in Greenbelt,
Tom has served on the News Review Board of Di-
rectors since 2014. He has also served on the New
Deal Café Audit Committee for 5 years and the
Rapidan Camps Board of Directors for 22 years, in-
cluding 15 years as president.

Tom also manages the website and photogra-
phy team for the Baltimore Kinetic Sculpture Race
hosted by the American Visionary Art Museum.

Theresa R. Henderson
1 Court Laurel Hill

Theresa was born and raised in the Washington,
D.C. area. She has lived in GHI since 1983. She
currently enjoys living on Laurel Hill Rd. with her
husband Steve, their adult child Maddy, their two
cats and a bird. She is currently employed at
the USDA Beltsville Human Nutrition Research
Center as a Support Scientist/Biochemist. She
is presently serving on the Nominations and
Elections Committee for her eleventh term and has
been delighted to work with the other committee
members, the GHI Board and the GHI staff. She
would be honored to serve this cooperative on this
committee for another term

Dan Gillotte
135 Northway

Dan Gillotte is a long time cooperator having
first become a member of a food co-op in Maine
in 1992. Dan has been the manager of food co-
ops since 1998 and moved here (and became a
member of GHI) spring 2020. Dan has served on
numerous boards over the years including:

T National Co-op Grocers (6 years total and 3
years as board chair)

T Co-op Grocers Information Network (7 years to-
tal, as president for 5 years)

T AHB Community School (3 years total, as chair
for one year)

T Austin Independent Business Alliance (for more
than a decade as a founding member)

Dan has worked for boards for his whole adult
life and understands the importance of board per-
petuation for successful organizations. He loves
living in this cooperative community of GHI and
Greenbelt and is happy to serve if elected on the
small but mighty nominations committee.
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this successful structure risks
signaling that the city is stepping
back from its commitment to
represent all Greenbelt residents.
I urge council to maintain the
structural integrity of employee
equity and inclusion work. We
might consider a title like the Of-
fice of Employee Engagement and
Inclusion, but we must continue
the essential work of community
healing and trust-building.
Lois Rosado, Bob Rand,
Chiquita Jackson
and eight others

Roof Not Repaired
After 10 Months

Last summer the News Review
promptly and accurately reported
on damage that was done to
the roof of Building 53C of the
Parke Crescent Apartments when
a tree fell during the course of
a storm. Ten months later, Don-
aldson Property Management
which operates this building has
not repaired the roof. Initially
a tarp was placed on the roof,
and the tarp is still there. I have
asked repeatedly about a repair
date and was told December and
have not received any accurate
information. It is a shame that a
company that claims to be doing
great for its investors is treating
this property with such neglect.

Lisa Crawley
Resident, Parke Crescent
Apartments

Speed and Stop

Sign Cameras

Let me start off by saying
at age 65, driving for 50 years,
with several million miles driven,
I have never received a ticket
that I did not deserve, ever. In
fact, there were many times that
I should have either received a
ticket or been given a larger fine.

We arrived in Maryland three
years ago from a state that did
not have speeding or stop sign
systems. Within the first two
months, I received two minor
speeding tickets by camera that
I deserved. So in order to not
receive further tickets, I set my
cruise control, even here in
Greenbelt, at 25 mph. Guess
what, no more speeding fines. It
was not a complicated formula or
decision.

I try to walk everywhere here
(no tickets) in GHI and I can tell
you that 95 percent of the drivers
refuse to stop at a stop sign for
some strange reason. Maybe they
can’t read or their brakes or foot
are broken? A major California
roll intersection is Southway and
Crescent, a big intersection, and
drivers tend not to watch or stop.
It’s human nature to not want
a penalty, so you will notice at
Southway and Ridge everybody
stops.

Having said that, I recom-
mend speed cameras and stop
sign cameras on every road, ev-
erywhere. Circles, as in Europe,
work perfectly and would avoid
the entire intersection stop issue

0 Luminis Health.

Care for Your
Mental Health

StartsHa e

and save untold amounts of fuel,
time, injuries and deaths, but due
to poor infrastructure planning,
we cannot do circles. I have heard
some ask, what about government
surveillance? It’s too late as that
ship has sailed.

Mark Gordon

English, Spanish
Story Time May 8

On Friday, May 8 at 10:30
a.m. at the Springhill Lake Recre-
ation Center, Random Unselfish
Acts of Kindness (RUAK) with
the Prince George’s County Me-
morial Library System will pres-
ent engaging, lively stories and
activities in English and Spanish
for young children and their care-
givers to help build early literacy
skills. This monthly program is
an introduction to reading aloud
to children as a way to instill the
love of literature. After the read-
ings, children can stay and play
with balls in the gym. There will
be free children’s books and free
healthy nutritious snacks. Come,
and spread the word to friends
and family.

Los Ninos Leen y Juegan

El viernes 8 de Mayo a las
10:30 a.m. en el Centro Recre-
ativo de Springhill Lake, RUAK
con la Biblioteca presentaran in-
teresantes historias y actividades
divertidas en ingles y espanol para
nifios pequenos y sus cuidadores.
Habran libros infantiles gratis y
aperitivos saludables y nutritivos.
Como dijo un padre al irse, “Fue
muy bueno!”

BUDGET continued from page 9

weathered the current challenges.
Many of them have rendered per-
sonal assistance outside of their
delivery runs.

The agency is also facing fi-
nancial struggles due to the loss
of ARPA funding on which they
have relied heavily. For those who
would like to donate, do so at
mealsonwheelsofcollegepark.org or
by mail to P.O. Box 797, College
Park, MD 20740.

Greenbelt Cinema

Greenbelt Cinema’s Execu-
tive Director Caitlin McGrath
ended the meeting with an up-
date on Greenbelt Cinema. The
Cinema is facing financial hurdles
as it strives to rebuild itself from
the pandemic and adapt to now-
prevalent in-home streaming of
films. Since 2020, the Cinema has
seen a large drop-off in all of its
financial elements, with expenses
outpacing profits.

Streaming has resulted in
shorter film release windows (now
around 45 days, from 90 to 120
days pre-pandemic). There has also
been a drop in the number of films
released in theaters, with many go-
ing straight to streaming platforms.

The Cinema is confronted by
consumers taking advantage of
lower streaming costs (compared
to theaters) and the ease of stay-
ing home to view movies.

McGrath reported on the
many ways that the Cinema has
adapted to the present environ-
ment through community engage-
ment. One is to have one-off
events (there were 182 last year)
where films are paired with in-
put from experts that connected
with the films shown. The Cin-

At Luminis Health, we help you take control of your mental health with care that fits your life.
Our team provides personalized behavioral health services with compassion and respect. If you
are dealing with anxiety, depression, substance use, or another concern, we are ready to support you.

Our programs include:

» Behavioral health walk-in urgent care, now open Monday - Saturday

» Outpatient and medication management

« Substance use recovery programs

» Inpatient psychiatric care for comprehensive support

Take the first step. Schedule an appointment today
at Luminis.Health/BehavioralHealth

Behavioral Health Pavilion

Lanham, MD

J. Kent McNew Family Medical Center

Annapolis, MD

Annapolis, MD

ema has many series that inspire
those avid for certain genres to
enjoy. It has also had a robust
relationship with youth and local
schools, such as the partnership
with Silver Oaks Cooperative
School, where students produce
and screen their own Public Ser-
vice Announcements (PSAs), and
the effort to bring 16-millimeter
films to classrooms, paid for by
the Miller Fund.

The past year has seen a steady
increase in membership, social
media usage and its number of pa-
trons, now 26,000; however, this is
down from 40,000 pre-pandemic.

McGrath noted that the Cin-
ema is very understaffed, hoping
if possible to double its staffing
numbers, allowing more sustain-
ability and overlap in skills. All
present remarked that the Cinema
is an essential anchor for Roose-
velt Center and that it provides
much stimulating entertainment
and community engagement. In
the city budget, $75,000 has been
earmarked for the Cinema, though
that still leaves it facing a $40,000
deficit.

City Manager Josué Salmeron
and council all agreed that the
upcoming budget will be very
tight, requiring many tough deci-
sions in the effort to sustain many
services that residents have come
to depend on.

Concerning the city’s health,
Councilmember Amy Knesel stated
that it is time to develop a more
community-driven approach, where
all residents can play a role in the
well-being of their neighbors, re-
marking that the city is “a society
together, surviving together.”

Pathways Alcohol & Drug Treatment Center
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Second place: Zoe Smithen,
Frederick Douglass High School.
Her work was titled Black Wom-
en: Our Pregnancies’ Struggles
Being Exploited. Smithen’s emo-
tional and historic work focused
on the exploitation of Black
American women’s bodies from
enslavement to the present. She
pointed out how J. Marion Sims,
considered the father of gynecol-
ogy, experimented on enslaved
women using nothing to deaden
their pain. Sims’ claim that Black
women could tolerate high pain
levels is a lie that persists to this
day.

Third place: Aniyah Marie
Bryant, Oxon Hill High School.
She wrote her essay on Forgotten
Sons. Bryant was unable to attend
the ceremony.

Creative Writing

First place: Sidney Foster,
Academy of Health Sciences at
Prince George’s Community Col-
lege. He wrote Silhouettes of
Prince George’s County.

Second place: Hannah Louis,
Academy of Health Sciences at
Prince George’s Community Col-
lege. She titled her work, From
Our Roots to Our Leaves, which
described intersectional trauma
as a tree trunk. Louis encouraged
her peers to not get discouraged
and to attend to their physical
and mental health for healing.

Third place: Isaiah Ali, Fred-
erick Douglass High School. He
wrote the poem They Built Walls.
We Breathe Smoke, about ra-
cial environmental injustice. Ali
describes how industrial compa-
nies build their sites near mostly
African American communities
and spew hazardous materials in
their direction, causing numerous
health challenges for the resi-
dents. He called for clean air that
blows truth and asked that those
who learn the realities of the
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Fighting for the Ballot by Michelle Washington

health challenges demand
change.
Visual Arts

First place: Kennedy
Chapple, Suitland High
School. She used mixed
media in her work, Seen,
Not Heard, to describe
the alienation and chal-
lenges of her peers. Her
mother was present to ac-
cept her award. Chapple
was attending the band
competition at her high
school.

Second place: Michelle
Washington, Academy of
Health Sciences at Prince
George’s Community Col-
lege. She called her work
Fighting for the Ballot.
Washington used digital
design to complete her work ex-
ploring the historic fight by Afri-
can Americans for voting rights.
Her subject connected the audi-
ence to the recent gutting of sec-
tion 2 of the Voting Rights Act.

Third place: Nicole Igbozulike,
Charles Flowers High School.
She honored Frederick Douglass
in her work The Hurt of Know-
ing. Igbozulike described how
learning to read, especially during
Douglass’ time, was both a bless-

RECREATION continued from page 7

- Photos by Lois
Rosado

Livia Luu, Eleanor Roosevelt High School

ing and a curse, because reading
broadens the mind which then
enables one to see the constraints
and opportunities in the world at
the same time.
Also Recognized

Dr. Khadija Ali Coleman, the
former Prince George’s Coun-
ty Poet Laureate (2023-2025),
shared a Langston Hughes poem
about the djembe drum or what

See AWARDS, page 16

McKinney wondered if the Mu-
seum might emulate the Black
History Month traveling museum.
Searing Young suggested creating
a suitcase of artifacts to take to
schools and events.

Jordan asked about the condi-
tion of the city’s wayside panels.
Davis said the information panels
are almost unreadable. Searing
Young said she would survey
needed repairs or updates, and
said QR codes are possible.

Rosado praised Searing Young
for her many contributions to the
Reparations Commission, antici-
pating future presentations.

Davis asked about FOGM
membership and fundraising, rec-
ommending more efforts soliciting
small donations. Searing Young
said FOGM is planning such ef-
forts.

Davis asked about the Green-
belt Library’s Tugwell Room col-
lection (which includes Greenbelt
history), which Searing Young
said is in good condition and us-
able. Orleans asked about ongoing
indexing of the collection; Searing
Young said the Museum is follow-
ing its progress.

Hartman asked about Museum
parking and accessibility plans for
the Visitor Center. Searing Young
said the planning includes acces-
sibility. Visitors are advised to
park at the Library, with limited
parking in the Museum driveway
for those with accessibility needs.

Facilities Revenue
Jordan asked about park per-

mit revenue. Andrew Phelan, as-
sistant director of recreation fa-
cilities and operations, answered,
referencing the Buddy Attick Park
pavilions which have been avail-
able since October 2025 and are
booked regularly, especially on
weekends. Previous years’ incomes
were low before those rentals were
available. Jordan asked about en-
forcement when renters encounter
non-compliant occupants. Varda
emphasized that park rangers
are ambassadors, not enforcers.
Phelan described their system:
rangers check locations, meet
renters, explain rules, monitor
events and afterward do check-out.
Security deposits rarely need to be
withheld.

Jordan asked about tennis
court revenue, and with an uptick
in use in recent years, wondered
why revenue is low. Varda said
rentals seem to be increasing
with the addition of lights, and
use is first-come, first-served with

few reservations. Salmeron asked
about high energy use by field
lights, and Phelan said LED lights
are under consideration. Also, the
outdated token payment system
may need updating. Jordan asked
about payment for baseball light-
ing. Phelan said structures are
in place for reservations, rental
inquiries and fees.

Weaver advocated lighting the
volleyball courts, and Phelan said
that could probably be achieved
by adjusting current lighting.
Salmeron, council and recreation
shared ideas about finding ad-
ditional revenue and seeking ad-
ditional county funding for city
recreation facilities used by non-
residents.

Jordan thanked Recreation for
all their efforts making Greenbelt
a delightful place to live and
Varda credited his staff for their
great work.
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in Dubrovnik, Croatia.

Greenbelters Cross Paths
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Greenbelters cross paths as they navigate different routes in the
Adriatic. Constance Davis, left, and Becky Rackis meet up with
Dean Boyd for lunch in one of the many scenic outdoor restaurants

PHOTO COURTESY BECKY RACKIS

City Notes

Economic Development, City
Manager and Constituent Services
attended the monthly Greenbelt
Business Alliance networking
event. Constituent Services and
Public Works hosted the second
annual Touch-a-Truck event.

Code Enforcement did six in-
spections in Franklin Park, 12
on Hanover Parkway and two in
Roosevelt Center. After one cat
adoption, Animal Shelter residents
are six cats, seven Kkittens and
four dogs.

Recycling/Sustainability held
an electronics recycling event and
trained staff about heat exhaustion
and fire safety.

For Earth Day, Environmental,
Park Rangers and 45 volunteers
removed 200 pounds of trash
along the Greenbelt Lake shore-
line and planted 40 trees and
shrubs. Parks/Ballfields built a
raised garden at Green Ridge
House.

Arts received a $1,000 county
grant for after-school art and field
trips for Springhill Lake Elemen-
tary School.

Therapeutic Recreation hosted
an art social for seniors and Park
Rangers supported Arts’ raku pot-
tery firing at Schrom Hills Park.

The Greenbelt Assistance in
Living (GAIL) program’s monthly
food distribution served 475 resi-
dents in 204 households and dis-
tributed 3,000 diapers.

) YOUR TRUSTED ELECTRICIAN!
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# Lights Not Working?
# No Power?

(240) 332-0603
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Work with the Best in
the DMV!

Andrew and Kim are
celebrating a major
milestone: Kim was
honored as the Top Solo
Agent by Units at the
Compass DMV Awards!

If you are considering a
purchase, this is your
time! Prices and rates
are both stabilizing —
while rent continues to
rise. Let us help you to
find your home.

Kim Kash &

Andrew Nugent
kim_kash@compass.com
m: 301.789.6294
andrew.nugent@compass.com
m: (301) 814-8010

660 Pennsylvania Ave SE, Suite

401 Washington DC 20003 | O:
202.545.6900

Nugent & Kash
named the 2026
Face of Prince
George's County Real Estate
by Washingtonian Magazine.

COMPASS @@

Composs & a licensed real estate brokesoge that abides by
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is comgiled from
sources desmed refioble but is not guaranteed, Compass &
lcensed os Compaoss Real Estate in DC and as Compss in
Wirginio and Maryland. &40 Pennsylvarsa Avenue 'SE Suite 300
Washington. DC 20003 | 2025456900

McCARL

DENTAL GROUP

Quality and Affordable
Emergency Dental Care

$75 EMERGENCY DENTAL EXAM
INCLUDES DIGITAL X-RAYS

OVER 700 5-STAR REVIEWS!

WWW.MCCARLDENTAL.COM

INFECTION CONTROL CERTIFIED

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

T Diunn'u_l_ee, Dr. !Iuyllon McCarl, and 5 s
Dr. Richard Duﬂte are licensed general dentists.



http://www.mccarldental.com
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Little League Season Now in Full Swing

by Ben Friedman

The crack of the bat can be
heard all over Greenbelt, with
Little League games being played
at Braden Field, McDonald Field,
and Schrom Field six days a week
and twice on Saturdays!

Local youth from all over
Greenbelt, North County, and
beyond are learning the funda-
mentals of baseball and playing
their hearts out on the diamond.
Starting with Tee Ball for ages
3-6, divisions continue through
Coach Pitch (4-7), Machine Pitch
(6-8), to Kid Pitch Minors (8-11),
Majors (9-12), Intermediate (10-
13), Juniors (12-15), and Seniors
(14-16).

The spring season runs from
April to mid-June, with the Little
League District Tournaments
starting in late June, and State
Tournaments in July. Greenbelt
Little League also runs a fall
season in coordination with other
leagues in the area with similar
age divisions, with registration
typically opening in late August.

Clark Butler actively awaits the ball.

t

Recent Games, Minors and Majors: April 14-May 4, 2026 (Kid-pitch only)

Teddy Barnes slides into base on May 1.

- Photos by Richard Williamson

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT

SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS
CARPENTRY — DRYWALL — PAINTING
KITCHENS — BATHROOMS
SIDING — WINDOWS - DOORS - DECKS
INSURED - LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED
MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

LICENSED -

Division: Minors [Home Away Winner/Score
Sat., April 18 Tides Orioles Tides 13-11
Sat., April 18 Yankees Space Cowboys Space Cowboys 13-11
Tue., April 21 Space Cowboys Orioles Orioles 10-6
Thu., April 23 Yankees Tides Yankees 19-7
Sat., April 25 Space Cowboys Tides Space Cowboys 17-13
Sat., April 25 Orioles Yankees Yankees 19-8
Tue., April 28 Yankees Space Cowboys Yankees 17-11
Thu., April 30 Tides Orioles Tides 17-13
Sat., May 2 Arbutus 2 Yankees Yankees 15-2
Sat., May 2 Space Cowboys Laurel Rough Riders Space Cowboys 5-4
Sat., May 2 Laurel Grand Slam |Tides Tides 14-3
Sat., May 2 Orioles Arbutus 1 Orioles 15-2
Division: Majors (Home Away Winner/Score
Sat., April 18 Greenbelt Bulls Greenbelt Rangers Bulls 7-6
Mon., April 20  |Laurel Orioles Greenbelt Bulls Bulls 14-2
Wed., April 22 |Laurel Yankees Greenbelt Rangers Rangers 15-9
Sat., April 25 Arbutus Tides Greenbelt Bulls Arbutus 11-0
Sat., April 25 Greenbelt Rangers Laurel Orioles Rangers 21-8
Mon., April 27 | Greenbelt Bulls Laurel Eagles Bulls 15-1
Wed., April29  |Laurel Eagles Greenbelt Rangers Rained Out
Sat., May 2 Laurel Yankees Greenbelt Bulls Laurel 25-9
Sat., May 2 Greenbelt Rangers Annapolis Blue Claws |Annapolis 19-1
Mon., May 4 Greenbelt Rangers Greenbelt Bulls Rangers 9-6

¢SI-Ya IS DISSyoSti [1gtS [Si 3d% dytSaa 20KSIaS tyROI 1SR

Recent Games, Intermediate & Juniors: April 14-May 4, 2026 (Kid-pitch only)

GASCH’S

Funeval Home, pA.

4739 Baltimore Avenue
Hyattsville, MD 20781

301-927-6100
www.gaschs.com

Family Owned and Operated
since 1858

Traditional Funerals
Memorial Services
Cremations

Flowers

Caskets, Vaults, Urns
Pre-Arrangements
Large on-site parking

Division: .
. Home Away Winner/Score
Intermediate
Sat., April 18 Goldeyes Yard Goats Yard Goats 10-6
Sat., April 18 Laurel Phillies Seeds Laurel 8-7
Mon., April 20 [Laurel Phillies Goldeyes Goldeyes 14-4
Wed., April 22 |Seeds Yard Goats Yard Goats 17-11
Sat., April 25 Goldeyes Seeds Goldeyes 20-8
Mon., April 27 |Yard Goats Goldeyes Goldeyes 10-8
Mon., April 27  |Laurel Phillies Seeds Seeds 22-13
Sat., May 2 Seeds Yard Goats Yard Goats 10-8
Sat., May 2 Goldeyes Phillies Goldeyes 12-9
Mon., May 4 Goldeyes Yard Goats Yard Goats 11-4
Division: Juniors Home Away Winner/Score
Thu., April 16 Laurel Ross Greenbelt Cubs Laurel 6-2
Mon., April 27 |Greenbelt Cubs Laurel Urena Cubs 13-12
Sat., May 2 Laurel Ross Greenbelt Cubs Laurel 7-5
Mon., May 4 Greenbelt Cubs Arbutus Camacho Cubs 16-4
Teams are Greenbelt Little League unless otherwise indicated.
Advertise
here and
Callfor Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt read about YOU
sports news to share? ]
We welcome your photos Not us!
and stories at editor@ $17 25 and up
greenbeltnewsreview.com. ) )
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

P—u——-—___-!

Our 39th Year in Greenbelt

301 982-0044

Leonard Wallace
Broker and President

Trelesr in
Cremtet e Fde @
Sire19%

REALIOK

Brick Townhome  Converted main-
level bedroom with half-bath. Laminate
flooring throught.  Mini-split HVAC
system. Modern kitchen & bathroom.
Coming Soon - Lakeside Subdivision!
Remodeled home on quiet cul-de-sac
just steps away from Greenbelt Lake.
4-br rambler with 2 1/2 baths. Nice!

Need to reach us right away?

Text «Greenbelt- to 88000 on

your cell phone and get an in-

stant response! We can show
you any listing in Greenbelt.

Scan here with your

E ceII phone and go

3 Bedroom townhome in Greenbelt.

Modern ifh to f appli-
ances. 3| minate

flooring on main level, carpet upstairs.

Single-family home with 2 bedrooms
and 2 remodeled bathrooms. Remod-
eled kitchen. Large deck in backyard
with 2 spacious sheds. No HOA fees!

College Par me W|th
spaciou$ E
levels Ioorlng

Long drlvewa |ncluded'

3-br on e avail-

able. C mhmghout.

GRANT PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOR
FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS!

Your Greenbelt Specialists

In Roosevelt Center
Since 1986
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City Holds Second Annual
Touch-a-Truck Event

On Saturday, May 2, the city
held its second annual Touch-a-
Truck event in the parking lot
behind Beltway Plaza. Families
across the community came out
to explore real trucks, enjoy
games and prizes, food and mu-
sic. Children had the chance to
climb inside vehicles, including
the Greenbelt Police Department’s
new electric patrol car, check out
emergency gear and explore other
vehicles that help keep the city
safe and running.

The city's various trucks delight all.

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF GREENBELT

AWARDS continued from page 11

is called the spo-
ken drum. Djembe
drums represent a
village and mean

“let’s gather for
peace.” Ali Coleman
explained that the
drum was banned by
| slave owners because

) it called on enslaved
| people to escape
or revolt. She said
enslaved people em-
braced the banjo in
place of the djembe
drum.

The program
opened with a wel-
come by Mayor Em-
mett Jordan. Coun-
cilmembers Frankie

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF GREENBELT

Fritz, Kristen Weav-
er, Jenni Pompi and
Silke Pope attended. |
Greenbelt Access
Television was pres-
ent to record the
ceremony.

PHOTO BY LOIS ROSADO

PHOTO BY BARRETT BEDFORD-DILLOW

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF GREENBELT

Parents and children alike enjoy the carts. _

On April 27 Greenbelt City Council invited Poetry In The Garden to
receive a poetry proclamation and celebrate National Poetry Month.
Mayor Emmett Jordan read the proclamation. Club founder Effie
Levner gave a short description of the club and Sainey Ceesay read
her poem to the public. Club members were encouraged by seeing
the city recognize the importance of poetry. Pictured from left are
Nirvan Sengupta, Lucy Sengupta (Silver), Mayor Emmett Jordan,
Councilmember Kristen Weaver, Effie Levner and Sainey Ceesay.

PHOTO COURTESY EFFIE LEVNER

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF GREENBELT
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Greenbelters Carol Slatin (holding paper), Ellen Weiss, Abby Crowley, Annie Haber, Eva
Garin, Niki Kohn and friends read the News Review on a Viking cruise in the Netherlands.

PHOTO COURTESY CAROL SLATIN
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