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Inside Stories

Greenbelt Biota 

outing, p.9

Greenbelt Park 

campfire, p.16

See COUNCIL, page  10

What Goes On

Monday, April 27 

7:30 p.m., City Council Meet-
ing: First Hearing Concerning 
the Proposed Budget for FY 
2026-2027, Municipal Building
Wednesday, April 29

7:30 p.m., Council Budget 
Worksession: Public Safety, 
Springhill Lake Rec Center

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more in-
formation.

See ELECTION, page  11

See SKOLNIK, page  11

See RECYCLING, page  8

One promi -
nent item gen-
e r a t i ng  much 
discussion at the 
April 13 Green-
belt City Coun-
cil meeting was 
the response to 
the Greenbelt 
Resistance Net-
work’s (GRN) 
March 2 petition 
regard ing  the 
ci ty ’s  License 
P l a t e  R e a d e r 
Camera (LPR) 
systems and re-
lated policies. 

Having sub-
mitted 11 ques-
tions to council 
about the cam-
e r a s  w i t h  n o 
response, GRN 
then sent  the 
questions in a petition signed by 
about 115 people. At the meeting 
Greenbelt Police Chief Richard 
Bowers responded.  

Christine Wilkin spoke for 
GRN’s 100+ members, raising 
concerns about the city’s purchase 

On Monday, April 13, mem-
bers of the Greenbelt News Re-
view and City of Greenbelt Horti-
culture Crew gathered to replace 
a memorial tree for Elaine Skol-
nik Nicholson, longtime News 
Review reporter, news editor and 
board president.  This article is 
based on Sandra Lange’s 2021 
obituary of Elaine (see January 
21, 2021 News Review), which 
noted, “Perhaps no single Green-
belt figure has been as influential 
in the News Review’s history 
over more than six decades than 
Elaine Ruth Skolnik Nicholson.” 
Elaine and her husband and 
board president Al Skolnik led 
the News Review through the 
years-long legal battle when it was 
sued in 1965 for libel.

Elaine’s pink and Al’s white 
memorial dogwood trees are on 
the grassy bank between the Com-
munity Center parking lot outside 
the News Review office and the 
Roosevelt Center parking lot. 
Elaine’s original tree died after 
being vandalized, and the News 
Review board coordinated with 
the city to replace it. 

Early Days

Elaine and Al moved to Green-
belt with their children in 1952.  

Four candidates for Maryland’s 
4th Congressional District seat 
in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives spoke in a candidate forum 
on April 19 sponsored by the 
Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt 
Democratic Club.

Joseph Gomes,  Shavonne 
Hedgepeth, Jakeya Johnson and 
Jonathan White will compete in 
the Democratic primary on June 
23. Candidates Khyre Edwards, 
Anthony Field and incumbent 
Glenn Ivey did not appear.

Forum Format

The candidates took questions 
previously submitted by audience 
members. Moderator and club 

The good news is, #7 plastics 
can be recycled in Greenbelt; the 
bad news is, those small single 
serving coffee pods cannot, nor 
can chip or snack bags, wire coat 
hangers or metal wreath frames. 
But a surprising number of other 
everyday items can be placed in 
residents’ recycling bins curbside 
or in the city’s collection contain-
ers around town and may eventu-
ally see new life as fabrics, floor-
ing, insulation and more, thanks 
in part to significant upgrades at 
the Prince George’s County Ma-
terials Recycling Facility (MRF) 
in Capitol Heights, where the city 
takes its recycling. 

Police Chief, Council Discuss

License Plate Readers, Concerns
by Larry Beyna

Small Dogwood for News Review Giant
by Erica Johns and Sandra Lange

Election 2026

Four District 4 Candidates
Address Democratic Club

by Lesley Kash

Earth Day

County Recycling Center Gets

Major Upgrade, Recycles More
by Janice Wolf

Sorted and baled bundles of paper, aluminum, tin and steel, and HDPE 

(also known as resin #2) are ready to be marketed and sold, on bid, by the 

Maryland Environmental Service marketing department. 

Democratic candidates from left to right: Joseph Gomes, Shavonne 

Hedgepeth, Jakeya Johnson and Jonathan White

Elaine Skolnik Nicholson

of 14 LPRs in 2025 for over 
$175,000. According to Bowers 
the police department proposed 
in 2024 to spend about $174,000 
for 16 LPRs at 12 sites, with 
associated infrastructure, which 

She remembered how she fell in 
love with Greenbelt. “Oh, those 
tall pines and oaks, the lake, the 
large green areas, the playgrounds. 
… It was such a sweet life.” Al’s 
full-time job was chief of inter-
program statistics at the Social Se-
curity Administration, but Elaine 
said his dream job was to be a 
journalist. She claimed she had 
no talent for writing.

When they began working with 
the News Review, Al focused 
on hard news about Greenbelt 
Homes, Inc. and the city council, 
and Elaine helped write the Our 
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member Pat Wickersty organized 
and combined the questions by 
topic. Each candidate answered 
every question, rotating speaker 
order. 

Candidate Intros 

Gomes is a social worker and 
small business owner, focused 
on issues affecting working-class 
families, including the cost of 
food, health and housing. Hav-
ing experienced life as an immi-
grant, Gomes wants to serve his 
community. “My children attend 
Roosevelt High School. The entire 
area needs to be a safe environ-
ment for kids.” 

Hedgepeth, working for Wash-

ington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority in capital planning, 
helps manage multi-billion-dollar 
public investments and interacts 
with the federal government on 
funding infrastructure. Prince 
George’s County was hit hardest 
by federal cuts, she said, and now 
it is time for proactive planning 
to rebuild and strengthen. 

Johnson, an administrator and 
union steward at a philanthropic 
nonprofit, recommended collabo-
ration with communities, who 
know what they need. “Often 
decisions are reactions made af-
ter the fact,” she said, “and that 

The MRF

The nearly eight-story tall fa-
cility, which sorts, separates and 
bales Greenbelt’s recycled matter, 
has seen a 90 percent upgrade to 
its equipment since 2021, said Mi-
chael Bell, senior lead operations 
manager. The county has spent 
$7 million on the plant in the last 
five years, and will spend another 
$2 million this year, to include 
enhancing a live-feed camera sys-
tem, he said. 

The facility was built in 1993 
and was previously operated by 
Waste Management, Inc. Since 
2015 it has been operated by 

Neighbors column. Not long af-
terward, she saw a moving van in 
her court. The main Our Neigh-
bors columnist was departing, and 
Elaine nervously became “it.”

Anguish and Recognition

In 1965 the newspaper and 
Al were sued for $2,000,000 for 
libel by local developer Charles 
Bresler, who charged that the pa-
per had published defamatory re-
marks made by residents at a city 
council meeting. Thus began a 
four-year legal battle where lower 
courts awarded Bresler $17,500 
in damages, which was upheld in 
Maryland’s highest court. With 
pro bono representation from 
Washington Post attorneys, the 
U.S. Supreme Court vindicated 
the News Review in a 1970 land-
mark unanimous Freedom of the 
Press decision. The legal battle 
impacted Al’s and Elaine’s private 
lives. Meanwhile they were assist-
ing the lawyers and raising funds 
to cover court costs in case they 
lost again. The anguish was long 
lasting.

In 1974, Al and Elaine were 
named Greenbelt Outstanding 
Citizens, for which News Review 

A license plate reader camera on Cherrywood Lane
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See LETTERS, page 12

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887

Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)

ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)

website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com

HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 

treasurer; Carol GrifÏth, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.

-  Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classi¿ed ads with payment only.
-  Tuesday 6 p.m. Classi¿ed ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 

may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 

external ofÏce door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external ofÏce door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF

Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Larry Beyna, Laura 

Bonkosky, Jerry Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Asha Brown, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, 

Maurice Crawford, Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Anne Gardner, 

Elizabeth Gardner, Jon Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Carol 

GrifÏth, Nick Hall NH, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, 
Butch Hicks, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoႇmeister, Erica Johns, Jeႇ Jones, Tom Jones, 
Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Mary Kokumo, Sandra Lange, 

Amanda Larsen, Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer, Anne Marigza, 

Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Rebecca Rackis, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, 

Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, 

Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, David Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, 

Lola Skolnik, Christopher Stark, Beth Terry, Daniel Thies, James Thompson, Nancy 

Tolzman, Jeႇ Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliႇ.

Le�ers Policy 
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 words 
(shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and space 
constraints. The News Review may add a comment from the editor 
if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's name, 
physical address, and telephone number. Only the 
name will be published; the News Review will con-
sider requests for the name to be withheld.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
APRIL 24th - 30th

Michael (PG-13) 
(CC) (DVS) (2026) (127 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Sat. 5:00 PM, 7:50 PM

Sun. 12:00 PM (OC), 6:45 PM
Tue. 2:45 PM

Wed. 7:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Mon. 2:00 PM, 5:00 PM
Thurs. 3:45 PM

The Stranger 
(NR) (2025) (122 mins)

French with English subtitles
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Mon. 2:15 PM
Thurs. 5:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 7:45 PM
Sat. 5:15 PM
Sun. 3:30 PM
Tue. 5:35 PM
Wed. 4:15 PM

The Christophers (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (100 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Mon. 5:15 PM (OC)
Thurs. 8:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:15 PM
Sat. 8:10 PM
Sun. 7:00 PM
Tue. 3:00 PM
Wed. 7:15 PM

RAZZ (the) Documentary - 
Director’s Cut Redux

Post-screening Q&A with an a�er 

party at the New Deal Café from 6-8p

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sun. 3:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Story & Photograph Submissions
We welcome your stories and photographs about all things 

Greenbelt. While publication is not guaranteed, your submissions 
help us cover more of what goes on. Stories will be copyedited. 
Remember to include captions and identify people in photographs. 
See the information box on this page for publication deadlines and 
how to submit materials. 

Thanks for All the News
The Greenbelt News Review is a grateful recipient of a grant 

from the Greenbelt Community Foundation, one purpose of which 
is to allow us to print more pages than ad revenue supports. This 
week, thanks to that grant we are able to provide our readers with 
16 pages of news, events and photos. Our thanks to the Foundation.

- News Review, April 29, 2021

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Michael
This biopic is the cinematic portrayal of the life and legacy of 

one of the most influential artists the world has ever known. The 
film tells the story of Michael Jackson’s life beyond the music, trac-
ing his journey from the discovery of his extraordinary talent as the 
lead of the Jackson Five, to the visionary artist whose creative ambi-
tion fueled a relentless pursuit to become the biggest entertainer in 
the world. Highlighting both his life off-stage and some of the most 
iconic performances from his early solo career, the film gives audi-
ences a front row seat to Michael Jackson as never before. This is 
where his story begins.

The Stranger
In French Algeria, Meursault drifts through life and love with 

mysterious detachment. When he stands accused of murdering an 
Arab man, indifference is his only alibi in François Ozon’s fresh take 
on Albert Camus’ classic novel.

The Christophers
Desperate for an inheritance, two siblings conspire to forge their 

father’s unfinished paintings so they become valuable after his death. 
Said critic Bob Mondello of NPR, “A film that could have settled for 
being a masterclass in technique, but instead goes deeper, exploring 
questions of artistry, authorship, legacy.”

Razz (the) Documentary -

Director’s Cut Redux
Razz was one of the most explosive, entertaining and influential 

live bands in 1970s Washington, D.C. From their start in 1971 to 
their breakup in late 1979, a cast of talent ‒ including lead singer 
Michael Reidy, drummer Doug Tull, bassist Ted Niceley and guitar-
ists Bill Craig, Abaad Behram and Tommy Keene ‒ became a wholly 
original rock band amid a club scene dominated by cover bands and 
a record industry that found them impossible to label. One year after 
their Directors’ Cut premiere screening, the filmmakers returned with 
even more Razz stories, music and memories in honor of iconic 
front man Reidy, who died in March 2024, in the 3rd Directors’ 
Cut. The documentary was directed and produced by Jeff Krulik 
and Richard Taylor. This Redux version includes additional material 
and offers another opportunity to celebrate the musicians, the band 
and the era.

SAYT Is Saving Us 
I just wanted to share that 

my wife and I are enjoying a 70 
percent trash cost reduction over 
the maximum sticker price. The 
SAYT program gave us the in-
centive to really think about and 
properly use our recycling. We 
joined the composting program 
where they come and pick up our 
compost each trash day.

When we leave town, we can 
email the composting crew and 
put it on hold. The compost crew 
then does not have to make a 
special trip up to our house and 
they give us a credit for each 
week that we do not have the 
compost picked up, absolutely 
perfect! The compost crew even 
emails us when they have picked 
up our compost bin, so wonderful 
when we are out of town or away. 

We use an eight-gallon trash 
bag every two weeks and some-
times maybe three weeks. The 
bags are strong enough that you 
can compress them with your feet 
in order to put more trash in the 
bag. The program has worked out 
well for us and I hope it’s doing 
the same for others. I really want 
to recommend that people take a 
look at their composting and their 
recycling as we realized some of 
our trash could’ve gone into the 
recycling bin, which has now been 

corrected. Thank you to Green 
ACES and the city for putting 
this entire program together. 

Mark Gordon

Speed Camera Inquiry
A review of the stop sign cam-

era enforcement design clear-
ly shows that there has been a 
needed increase in the center of 
Greenbelt, especially near Green-
belt Elementary School and that 
is a great improvement. How-
ever, there is a disturbing trend 
in Greenbelt West that must be 
challenged.

Greenbelt West has three stop 
sign enforcement cameras; two 
within two blocks of one another 
on Cherrywood Lane and one on 
Edmonston Road. 

The question for me is why 
three more speed cameras have 
been placed in Greenbelt West 
and no additional cameras in 
Greenbelt East.

This reminds me of Ferguson, 
Mo., where African American 
residents bore a financial burden 
that was not equally shared with 
the entire city. The residents of 
Greenbelt West have taken on a 
greater financial burden than any 
other section in Greenbelt. Why 
is that? This action does not show 

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
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Community Events

More Community Events 
are located throughout 

the paper.

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt! Try Our New Menu & Drinks!
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Sunday, 9am ñ 9pm

REMEMBER TO TIP OUR PERFORMERS - ITíS THE ONLY WAY THEYíRE PAID!
* * * RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642 * * *
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ASL BRUNCH, 1030a - 12p
ART RECEPTION, 1 - 3pm

After Party for
ìRAZZ (the) 

Documentaryî
6 - 8pm

SEE OUR CALENDAR PAGE
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LIVE BAND 

KARAOKE w/ 
MIKE SCOTT & 

FRIENDS
7 - 9:30pm

NDC Open Mic w/
Carla Monardes

6 - 9:30pm
Sign ups begin at 

6pm;
Open Mic starts at 

6:30p

Seth Kibel 
Quartet
7 - 9pm

High energy 
WAMMIE winning 

jazz & klezmer 
band
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At the Library   
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. For more 
information, call the Library, 301-
345-5800; for Spanish, call Biblio 
Consulta, 301-358-6862 (new 
number).

Storytimes

Friday, April 24, 11:15 a.m., 
ages 2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/15970630. 

Wednesday, April 29, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/15970057.

Thursday, April 30, 10:15 a.m., 
ages newborn to 2. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/15970276.

Apply for a Passport

The Greenbelt Library, along 
with five other libraries (Acco-
keek, Largo-Kettering, Laurel, 
New Carrollton and Oxon Hill), 
serves as a U.S. Passport Accep-
tance Facility. Applications are 
accepted by appointment only; 
schedule a 30-minute appointment 
up to 30 days in advance by call-
ing the Library at 301-345-5800 
or visiting pgcmls.info/passport-
services.

Favor’s Table 
Community Giveaway 

On Saturday, April 25 at 4 
p.m. Favor’s Table will be out-
doors in the parking lot behind 
Mowatt Memorial Methodist 
Church at 40 Ridge Road.

They will give away food, new 
shoes, clothes, diapers, bras, un-
derwear, socks, cosmetics, sanitary 
pads and household items, both 
new and gently used items. Chil-
dren must be present to receive 
shoes, no exception. 

To receive diapers, bring baby’s 
birth certificate/health insurance 
card. Bring bags. First come, 
f irst served. No ID required. 
For additional food assistance 
resources , go to pgcfec.org/
resources/find-food-food-pantry-
listings.

Essay and Arts
Awards Ceremony

The Prince George’s County 
Lynching Memorial Project pres-
ents an Awards Ceremony for 
the winners of its annual Racial 
Justice Essay and Creative Arts 
Contest for High School Students 
in Prince George’s County. The 
ceremony will take place on Sat-
urday, May 2 from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at the Community Center, Room 
201. The awards ceremony is co-
sponsored by the Greenbelt Black 
History & Culture Committee.

Artful A�ernoon: Tour, 
Sale and Free Activities

Art fans of all ages are invited 
to attend Greenbelt Recreation’s 
Artful Afternoon, a spring Art 
Studio Open House and Sale 
on Sunday, May 3 from 1 to 4 
p.m. at the Community Center. 
Tour the studios of the Center’s 
eight artists in residence on the 
third f loor and see their latest 
creations. Several participating 
artists will have fine art and el-
evated function wares available for 
purchase. Enjoy a variety of dem-
onstrations, including the potter’s 
wheel (third floor); stop-motion 
animation in the Greenbelt Access 
Television studio (second floor); 
and book-making, watercolor, 
weaving and more (first f loor). 
Guests can reserve their seat in 
advance for the free craft activity 
(with seatings at 1, 2 and 3 p.m.): 
weaving paper into a colorful 
wall hanging. Sign up at sugeni.
us/enFb.

See the current exhibition in 
the art gallery, where family sto-
ries meet dreamscapes in Tinam 
Valk’s mixed media compositions. 
Enjoy an additional special exhibit 
of work by community artists in 
the lobby, where guests can also 
chat with members of the Green-
belt Arts Advisory Board. 

Call for Art
The New Deal Café is looking 

for artwork for the Green Man 
art show.

The theme of  the Green 
Man Exhibit is The Pollinators. 
Send photos of your art work to 
artatnewdealcafe@gmail.com as 
soon as possible; the deadline is 
Thursday, April 30. The show will 
run from May 3 to July 5.

Galileo and the Church
The Astronomical Society of 

Greenbelt will meet Thursday, 
April 30 at 7:30 p.m. in the Com-
munity Center, Room 114. The 
speaker will be Dr. Jonathan 
Mawdsley, who will discuss The 
Galileo Affair. Come for an explo-
ration of the differing worldviews 
engaged in the historic conflict 
between Galileo and the Catholic 
Church, with a particular focus 
on Robert Bellarmine, Cardinal, 
Saint and Doctor of the Church.

The meeting is free and open 
to the public. All are welcome. 
Children should be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian.

Scholarships Available
The League of Women Voters 

of Prince George’s County is 
offering two $1,000 scholarships 
to students attending Bowie State 
University, University of Maryland 
or Prince George’s Community 
College. The deadline to submit 
application is Sunday, April 26. 
For more information, go to 
lwvpgcmd.org. 

Golden Age Club
The Golden Age Club meets 

on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

The last meeting this month 
will be on April 29. Members will 
play Bingo.

Chess Club Meeting
The Greenbelt Chess Club 

will meet on Tuesday, April 28 
at the Youth Center from 6:30 
to 8:50 p.m. The club welcomes 
people of all ages and skill levels. 
To be added to the mailing list, 
visit tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m and 
complete the brief form. Email 
questions to greenbeltchessclub@
gmail.com.

G-B Garden Club 
Plant Sale May 2

The Greenbelt-Beltsville Gar-
den Club will host its popular 
annual plant sale on Saturday, 
May 2 from 9 a.m. to noon, in 
the parking lot next to Roosevelt 
Center where the Farmers Mar-
ket is held. A large variety of 
affordable, healthy plants will be 
available, among them vegetables, 
herbs, houseplants, annuals, native 
perennials and shrubs.

Roaming Stone will also be on 
site to sharpen tools and knives 
during the event for a fee, in-
cluding scissors (excluding hair/
grooming shears), gardening and 
yardwork tools and mower blades.

Spring is here and it’s planting 
t ime. This sale has what is 
needed to get the growing season 
off to a good start. For more 
information about the club, visit 
beltsvillegardenclub.org.

Bra, Menstrual Product, 
Diaper Drive 

The Greenbelt Alliance for 
Reproductive Freedom (GARF) is 
holding its fifth bra and menstrual 
product donation drive through 
April 26.  This year GARF will 
also collect diapers to benefit the 
Route 1 Mutual Aid project. The 
city’s Pink Pantry Project, a pro-
gram of Greenbelt Assistance in 
Living, will receive the donated 
menstrual products. The nonprofit 
I Support the Girls will receive 
the bras.

New and/or gently used bras 
of any size or type, new sealed 
menstrual products and sealed 
children’s diaper packages will be 
accepted. Large pads with wings 
are the period product in highest 
demand. Gently used bras mean 
clean, no large stains, broken 
clasps or straps, holes, stretched 
out elastic, smoke smell even after 
washing, missing underwire or 
underwire poking through. Other 
items such as period panties, 
menstrual cups and new under-
pants in unopened packages are 
also needed. 

GARF will be on the Co-op 
Supermarket ramp on Sunday, 
April 26 between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. to receive donations. Dona-
tions can also be dropped off at 
bins at the Co-op Supermarket, 
the Aquatic & Fitness Center, the 
Youth Center and the Community 
Center throughout the drive until 
April 30.  

For more information, email 
greenbeltarf@gmail.com. 

Friends School
Hosts Repair Café

A Repair Café is being hosted 
at Friends Community School, at 
5901 Westchester Park Drive, off 
Kenilworth Avenue on Saturday, 
April 25 from noon to 4 p.m.

Bring that broken or wobbly 
thing that’s been in the house 
forever that could be fixed but 
no one has gotten around to re-
pairing. Visitors can bring three 
items each. 

Email the Repair Café commit-
tee with questions at repaircafe@
adelphifriends.org.

PORCH Initiative: More 
Important Than Ever

PORCH remains committed 
to providing nonperishable food 
and fresh produce to children and 
their families.

Greenbelt PORCH is continu-
ing its program to collect food in 
the month of April as scheduled 
below. Food placed on porches by 
the time listed will be picked up 
after that time.

Saturday, April 25 – by 10 
a.m. from Mathew Street to 
Megan Court including Brett 
Place

Sunday, April 26 – by 5 p.m. 
for Lakeside Drive, by 6 p.m. 
for 11-S Ridge Road, 14 and 
16 Courts Ridge 
Road and 8 and 
10 Courts South-
way

Photo Club Meets
The Greenbelt Photo Club 

will have its monthly meeting on 
Thursday, April 30 at 7 p.m. in 
the Community Center, Room 
204. Email questions 
to teuben@gmail.com.

Blast Off with Books:                                
Moon Trees at GSFC

Learn about moon trees by 
exploring Izzy and Dee – The 
Moon Trees with author Izzy 
House on Saturday, April 25 from 
1 to 3 p.m. at the Goddard Space 
Flight Center Visitor Center. The 
event will include a reading of 
a book excerpt and other ac -
tivities plus an opportunity to see 
two Moon trees – one from the 
Apollo 14 mission and another 
from the Artemis I mission. Book 
copies will not be available on 
site, but you may bring your own 
copy. Registration is not required 
for this free, family-friendly event.  
The GSFC Visi-
to r  Center  i s 
located at 9432 
Greenbelt Road.

http://pgcfec.org/resources/find-food-food-pantry-listings
http://pgcfec.org/resources/find-food-food-pantry-listings
http://pgcfec.org/resources/find-food-food-pantry-listings
http://sugeni.us/enFb
http://sugeni.us/enFb
mailto:artatnewdealcafe@gmail.com
http://lwvpgcmd.org
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
http://beltsvillegardenclub.org
mailto:greenbeltarf@gmail.com
mailto:repaircafe@adelphifriends.org
mailto:repaircafe@adelphifriends.org
mailto:teuben@gmail.com


mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
mailto:mgh.gblt@gmail.com
mailto:mgh.gblt@gmail.com
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Greenbelt Cinema’s Dr. McGrath presented a detailed budget overview 

showing ongoing financial challenges, including a $40,000 deficit, while 

highlighting their expanded programming and community outreach e�orts.

The cinema operates with minimal sta� and relies heavily on grants, 

including $75,000 from the city.

Greenbelt Cinema

Dr. Park and Crystal Batey from Greenbelt Cares discussed the challenges 

facing their program due to the loss of ARPA funding, which will a�ect two 

positions totaling approximately $150,000 annually.

The team proposed creating a 501c3 organization to pursue additional grants 

and exploring insurance billing options for their services.

MEETINGS FOR APRIL 27 - MAY 1

Tuesday, April 28 at 3:30 pm, SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE - Greenbelt Community Center, On the Agenda: 

Approval of March Meeting Minutes, Discussion of the Not For Seniors 

Only Open Forum

Tuesday, April 28 at 7 pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION - Virtual, On the Agenda: Planning for Student Awards 

(5/20), College and Career resources - Troi

Tuesday, April 28 at 6 pm, BOARD OF ELECTIONS - Virtual

Tuesday, April 28 at 7:30 pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY (GREEN ACES) - Virtual, On 

the Agenda: TBD

Wednesday, April 29 at 7:30 pm, BUDGET WORK SESSION - 

PUBLIC SAFETY - Springhill Lake Recreation Center

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 

or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. 

For con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For 
information on public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings 

calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, April 27 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION

- Call to Order

- Roll Call

- Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

- Reading of the Greenbelt Community Pledge

- Petitions and Requests

- Consent Agenda

- Meetings

- Committee Reports

- Reappointment to Advisory Board/Committee

- Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS

- Presentations

  * Asian American and Paci¿c Islander Heritage Month
  * Autism Awareness and Acceptance Month Proclamation

  * National Poetry Month Proclamation

  * Public Hearing - FY2027 Proposed Budget
  * LimnoTech Final Presentation

- Minutes

  * Statement of Record — Closed Session, April 8, 2026

  * Statement of Record — Closed Session, April 20, 2026

- Administrative Reports

LEGISLATION

- A Resolution of the City Council of Greenbelt, Maryland, Proposing an 

Amendment to the City Charter to Establish Collective Bargaining Rights 

for Certain Eligible, Non-Exempt, Non-Managerial and Non-Con¿dential 
City Employees

- 1st Reading

OTHER BUSINESS 

- Authorization for City Manager to Approve Contract with T-Mobile for 

Fleetwide Telematics

- Authorization for City Manager to Approve Purchase of Replacement 

Mowing Equipment and Reallocation of Funds

- Council Reports

- Approval of the Council Planning Framework

- Discussion Item: Proposed FY2027 Budget

- Council Activities

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at  

(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit 

www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 

the City calendar for 

all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts 

for more information and many 

other opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a 

weekly e-newsletter, at www.

greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx.

Art Studio Open House & 

Sale! Sunday, May 3; 1-4pm 

(Greenbelt Community Center) 

Tour the studios of our Artists 

in Residence at the Greenbelt 

Community Center and see 

their latest creations! Several  

participating artists will have 

works available for purchase. 

Enjoy demonstrations with 

Greenbelt Recreation teaching 

artists and a free all-ages craft 

workshop starting at 1pm, 2pm, 

and 3pm. More information at 

www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts.

Friends & Family Workshop: 

Felted Spring Garland 

4/24; 6-7:30pm (Greenbelt 

Community Center). This 

workshop is great for 

participants of all ages, and no 

experience is necessary! Adults 

and teens ages 12+ can learn 

to needle felt 2-dimensional 

shapes. Children under 12 can 

cut out wool felt, or learn to 

make pom poms. Registration 

required: see page 13 of 

the spring activity guide for 

details - www.greenbeltmd.gov/

activityguide.

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• May Artful Afternoons 5/3, 

1-4pm (Greenbelt Community 

Center). 5/10,1:30-2:30pm 

(Springhill Lake Recreation 

Center), including a mixer 

hosted by the Greenbelt 

Arts Advisory Board and 

a performance by ERHS 
dance students. Sign up here: 

sugeni.us/enFb

• Free Artist Talk with Tinam 

Valk 5/15; 6-7pm (Greenbelt 

Community Center) RSVP at 

sugeni.us/e8So.

• Art Share 5/15; 7-8pm 

(Greenbelt Community 

Center) rsvp at sugeni.us/

ekEO.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

In the City of Greenbelt, we 

remain committed to embracing 

and celebrating the diversity 

of all. As our nation undergoes 

change, feelings of pride, 

uncertainty, and even fear 

may arise. Yet, we stand ¿rm 
in the pledge that has de¿ned 
Greenbelt since its inception 

and will not falter.

Learn more at https://www.

greenbeltmd.gov/government/

know-your-rights-immigration-

resources.

OFFICIAL NOTICE - PUBLIC HEARING

The Greenbelt City Council has scheduled a public hearing to be held during 

the Regular Meeting of Council Monday, April 27, 2026 at 7:30 pm

CONCERNING THE PROPOSED BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 
FOR THE GENERAL FUND AND EACH OF THE OTHER FUNDS OF THE 
CITY.

This is the ¿rst of two Public Hearings on the budget. The second will be held 
on Monday, May 11, 2026. The Public Hearing will be held in person at the 
Municipal Building and virtual via Zoom. Public attendance and participation 

are encouraged. All residents of Greenbelt will have a reasonable opportunity 

to provide written and oral comments and ask questions concerning the entire 

budget. Copies of the proposed budget may be examined at the City Of¿ces, 
25 Crescent Rd., during normal operating hours. The proposed budget is 

also posted on the City Web site at http://www.greenbeltmd.gov. For more 

information, please call 301-474-8000.

- Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

UPCOMING FREE PROGRAMS

The City of Greenbelt is happy to provide the following programs FREE of 

charge. For more information, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

• SENIOR TECH CAFE  Sunday, April 26, 1 - 3 pm. Tech support is 

available for seniors with questions about phones, computers, and 

more.

• STRONGER EVERY YEAR - A HEALTHY AGING AND 

PREVENTION FAIR Thursday, May 28, 1-4 pm. Featuring 

ReÀexology, Memory Screenings, Journaling, and more.

• THE PINK PANTRY  Wednesday, June 10, 9:30 am - 4 pm: Provides 
free menstrual and hygiene products to Greenbelt residents.

• MEMORY CAFE  May 6 and May 20 at 1: 30 pm - Greenbelt 

Community Center, Ground Floor East.

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend 

community organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken 
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after 

being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the 

respective organization directly.

* VOLUNTEER * VACANCIES * 
APPLY FOR A COMMITTEE 

OR BOARD TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 

Committees & Boards is an excellent 

opportunity to engage with your 

community and make a difference. 

Choose from a number of committees 

& boards such as the Advisory 

Committee on Education, Advisory 

Committee on Trees, Arts Advisory 

Board, Board of Appeals, Community 

Relations Advisory Board, Ethics 

Commission, Forest Preserve 

Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory 

Committee on Environmental 

Sustainability, Park and Recreation 

Advisory Board, or Youth Advisory 

Committee and make a difference in 

Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 

these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

FREE VISION & HEARING SCREENINGS
May 5 from 10am - 1 pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, Ground Floor East

GAIL presents Once Upon A Greenbelt! This event is for 

Greenbelt Residents only.

The GAIL program, in partnership with the Lions Club, is 

providing free vision and hearing screenings for parents and 

children in elementary and middle school.

Use the QR code and ¿ll out a form to register.

2ND ANNUAL TOUCH-A-TRUCK
Saturday, May 2 from 11 am - 2 pm 

Beltway Plaza, 6000 Greenbelt Rd, Parking lot behind AMC

Join us on Saturday, May 2 from 11 am to 2 pm for Greenbelt’s 2nd Annual 
Touch-A-Truck at Beltway Plaza! Bring the whole family for a hands-on 

day of big trucks, games, activities, and plenty of fun. Climb aboard real 

vehicles, enjoy music, food, and a lively atmosphere, plus prizes and 

giveaways throughout the event. This free, all-ages event takes place in 

the parking lot behind AMC at 6000 Greenbelt Road.

EARTH DAY KAYAK CLEANUP
Saturday, April 25 from 10 am - 1 pm 

Buddy Attick Lake Park, 555 Crescent Rd

In partnership with Venture Crew 746 and the Greenbelt 

Rotary Club, volunteers will work with City staff to remove 

debris from the lake and plant along the shoreline to 

support a healthier local ecosystem.

Use the QR code to sign up in advance.

SERVSAFE FOOD CERTIFICATION COURSE
(NEW) Thursdays, May 7, 14, 21, and 28 from 6-9 pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

Sharpen your food safety knowledge and earn your ServSafe Certi¿cation 
with this comprehensive, instructor-led course. ServSafe is the leading 

food safety training and certi¿cation program from the National Restaurant 
Association, offering certi¿cation for food service professionals to prevent 
food-borne illness and meet health regulations.

Class #: 257201-1 

Register today via RecTrac, by emailing tgreen@greenbeltmd.gov, or in 

person at the Greenbelt Community Center.

The Greenbelt City Council will hold a series of work sessions throughout April 
and May to review and discuss the FY2027 Proposed Budget with City sta�. 
Community members are encouraged to tune in or attend to learn more about 
upcoming plans and priorities for our city.

Join us in person at 25 Crescent Road, or virtually via YouTube, the Greenbelt 
website at www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV livestream, Zoom, or on Verizon 
and Comcast cable channels.

View the full schedule of upcoming work session dates below:

• (April 27) 1st Public Hearing

• (April 29) Budget Work Session - Public Safety

• (May 4) Budget Work Session - Green Ridge House

• (May 6) Budget Work Session - Recognition Groups (Group 1)

• (May 11) 2nd Public Hearing

• (May 13) Budget Work Session - Recognition Groups (Group 2)

• (May 18) Budget Work Session - Final Budget Review

• (May 26)  Budget Adoption

FY2027 Budget Work Sessions at a Glance 

OVERVIEW FROM APRIL 20 BUDGET WORK SESSION

The City Council held a budget work session focused on Greenbelt Cares, 

Greenbelt Cinema, and miscellaneous grants.

Council members expressed support for both programs but noted the need to 

balance budget constraints across all city services. Public comment included 

testimonials about the importance of both the nursing program and cinema, 

with residents emphasizing their significant community impact.

CARES

FY2027 Budget Work Session Schedule



http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://LFFP.org/peacecamp
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RECYCLING continued from page 1

Maryland Environmental Service 
(MES), the nonprofit state busi-
ness established by the General 
Assembly in 1970 for operational 
and technical services to protect 
Maryland’s environment. MES 
operates more than 1,000 proj-
ects throughout the state, along 
with recycling and composting 
facilities and landfill sites such as 
the Brown Station Road Sanitary 
Landfill and the Prince George’s 
County Yard Waste Composting 
Facility, both in Upper Marlboro.

GHI Tour

A group of volunteer court liai-
sons from Greenbelt Homes Inc. 
(GHI) recently toured the plant 
and witnessed a mind-blowingly 
complex labyrinth of crisscrossed 
and overlapping conveyor belts 
that feed all the bottles, cans 
and paper through magnetic, air 
and optical sorters, in an order 
designed to separate the materials 
into useable ingredients like poly-
vinyl chloride (PVC) or paper for 
pulp, which are then baled and 
sold by bid on a monthly basis. 
The plant processes 250 tons 
daily (a weight equivalent of 40 
to 50 elephants), and more over 
the Christmas holiday season, 
Bell said.

The Process

Each day after the recycling is 
collected, Greenbelt’s trucks drive 
directly to the MRF, are weighed, 
and then drive inside the building 
entrance to literally tip their loads 
onto, you guessed it, the tipping 
floor. It’s easy to see that every-
thing is commingled, from loose 
paper and cardboard to plastic, 
glass and metals. From there, a 
loader scoops up the material 
into a drum feeder that pushes it 
at a consistent rate into the facil-
ity, where the rest of the magic 
happens.

Early in the process, the ma-
terials run through a system that 
uses air and rotating rollers with 
gears to push lighter materials 
like paper and cardboard up, 
like popcorn, over and off to a 
different conveyor, while bulky 
and heavier items like cans and 
bottles fall through the rollers to 
another part of the system. The 
cardboard and paper are separated 
and dropped into giant bins called 
bunkers. Once the right amount 
by weight is met, the material 
is pressed into large rectangular 
bales, wrapped with wire and 
moved to storage awaiting sale at 
the end of the month. 

The plastic, glass and metals 
are conveyed through a series of 
rotating metal magnets that pull 
out items containing steel or iron. 
So-called tin cans are often made 
of steel with a tin plating to pre-
vent rust, and at the end of the 
process, steel and tin are baled 
together for sale.

Next Steps

The next steps employ air, 
mechanical and laser optical sort-
ers that recognize the different 
plastic resins, and separate out 
the glass and aluminum. The 
first pulls out containers made of 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET), 
which residents recognize by the 
recycling or resin code #1. Next, 
the conveyor passes through a 
color optical sorter, followed by 
an eddy current that pushes out 
the lighter weight aluminum. That 
is followed by more optical sorters 
that recognize polypropylene (PP, 
resin code #5). 

While materials are pulled 
from the stream by machines, 
people also work as a last line of 
defense to ensure nonrecyclables 
do not get through. Bell said 

they’ve seen everything from car 
parts to diapers to bowling balls. 
It is a constant problem, but he 
added that only about 20 percent 
of materials that come in to the 
MRF tipping f loor are sent to 
the landfill as nonrecyclable. The 
industry average is around 25 per-
cent, he noted. 

Finally, the separated plastics 
and metals are dropped into bun-
kers where they are compressed 
and, when the correct size by 
weight is reached, are baled and 
stored until the end of the month.

Glass

Glass is handled differently. 
Recycled glass in the mid-Atlan-
tic region doesn’t often become 
new glass bottles. It’s one of the 
materials best used as close to 
the source as possible, due to 
transportation costs. In the past, 
crushed glass was often used as 
in ingredient in aggregate, for 
roads, or to cap off a landfill. 
Currently, the MRF sends all 
the sorted and crushed glass to 
Pennsylvania-based Cap Glass 
Recycling. According to their 
website, they process glass for 
single-stream recycling systems by 
taking over more of the produc-
tion of crushed glass or cullet, 
as well as making abrasives and 
filtration materials.

Marketing

While the sorting goes on, 
MES’ recyclables marketing divi-
sion handles the sale of recycled 
materials on a competitive basis, 
working with existing buyers and 
surveying the marketplace for new 
potential bidders. The baled plas-
tics, metals and paper are general-
ly sold on bid once a month, but 
MES works with some customers 
on a longer timeline.

Most of the paper baled at the 
MRF is shipped to Asia, which 
dominates the global pulp and 
paper market. Shipped via the 
port of  Baltimore, it is the only 
material they export, Bell said. It’s 
basic economic geography; the 
bulk of global paper pulping op-
erations are located in Asia, and 
it is a relatively inexpensive mate-
rial to ship. Some paper bales 
are held back for smaller pulping 
operations in Georgia and Penn-
sylvania. Glass, by comparison, is 

heavy and expensive to ship, so it 
is used closer to home. 

Knowing where or in what 
products the bales of PET or 
tin and steel will end up is like 
predicting the stock market, Bell 
said. The uses for PET, HDPE 
(high-density polyethylene, #2)  or 
PVC (polyvinyl chloride, #3) and 
other plastics are widely depen-
dent on changing global events. 

Making It Easy

Ease of recycling for residents 
was key in Prince George’s Coun-
ty’s choice of a single -stream 
recycling system. Studies have 
shown that a simple, commingled 
method increases actual participa-
tion over other methods, particu-
larly in more dense urban regions. 
In other counties, such as in 
Montgomery, a dual-stream curb-
side system has residents separate 
glass, bottles and cans from paper 
at the curb. In Virginia, glass is 
not recycled curbside; instead 
residents must take their glass 
bottles to locations with special 
purple bins.

Recycling Tips

Meanwhile, for residents of 
Greenbelt, other recycling tips the 
tour group picked up include:

• Put metal lids and small 
fish tins together in one larger 
can, and squeeze the top closed, 
which helps those smaller parts 
get through, instead of falling 
through the conveyor belts.

• Empty aerosol cans (to pre-
vent f ires in the factory) and 
throw away the plastic tips.

• Load shredded paper in a 
paper grocery bag and tape the 
top closed so it won’t fall through 
the machines but will be light-
weight and large enough to be 
sorted out with the other paper.

• Rinse cans and jars; they 
don’t need to be squeaky clean, 
just rinsed, but peanut butter in 
plastic jars may be the exception. 
The purer the materials they put 
out for bid, the better the odds of 
sales, the price and the reputation 
of the facility for useable recycled 
materials. Every bit helps.

As for the perpetual statistic 
that only about 5 percent of plas-
tic is recycled, consider the source 
(advocacy versus academic) as 
well as the specific material and 

More on Recycling  
Maryland Environmental Service: menv.com
Greenbelt Public Works curbside recycling flyer: tinyurl.
com/dhepn8xe
EPA current national picture: tinyurl.com/5b43kszy

Greenbelt Recycling Coordinator Luisa Robles is 

ecstatic to learn that plastics with a resin code of 

7, like this plastic lunch snack tray, can now be 

recycled through the program she runs for the city. 

geographic location ‒ there are 
parts of the United States where 
recycling is not collected, but re-
quires a special trip to a specific 
site. EPA data from 2018 claims 
that while the overall rate was 3 
million tons for 8.7 percent, 30 
percent of both PET and HDPE 
(#1 and #2) were recycled. 

Schedule a Tour

Both the Pr ince George’s 
County recycling and compost 
facilities welcome scheduled tours 
and often host school or civic 
groups. Tours are a good way to 
encourage recycling and dispel 
myths, says Bell. Call the MRF 
at 301-324-4760. Call the com-
posting facility at 1-888-214-8687 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Below catwalks at the Prince George's County Ma-

terials Recycling Facility (MRF) sits an assortment 

of nonrecyclable materials that will be taken to the 

Brown Station Road landfill. 

- Photos by Janice Wolf

On display at the Prince George's County 

Materials Recycling Facility are some end 

products of the process, including plastic chips 

and polyester filler.

On display at the Materials Recy-

cling Facility, a dress made of mylar 

and burlap (which are not recyclable 

at the facility but were saved from 

the landfill) was featured on Project 

Runway in 2006 in an episode titled 

Waste Not, Want Not.  

https://menv.com/
http://tinyurl.com/dhepn8xe
http://tinyurl.com/dhepn8xe
http://tinyurl.com/5b43kszy
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Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Ask About Our Convenient 
Same Day Crowns

featuring high-tech digital impressions 

comfortable, fast and accurate

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

Earth Day

We installed so-
lar panels on our 
Greenbelt Homes 
Inc. (GHI) frame 
home’s roof last 
year, and I thought 
I  w o u l d  s h a r e 
our experience in 
case it’s helpful to 
someone else. Our 
system has 10 pan-
els that are each 
roughly 72” x 40”, 
producing up to 
4.2 kW. The cost 
of the panels and 
insta l lat ion was 
$12,050, but our 
e lect r ic  breaker 
panel needed to 
be upgraded too, 
bringing the total 
cost to $14,350.

Rebates, Grants, 

Credits

We benef i t ed 
from the 30 per-
cent federal rebate for solar, 
which ended last year, unfor-
tunately, but Maryland has a 
new grant program called the 
Maryland Solar Access Program 
(https://tinyurl.com/bdhpaf6n) 
that provides $750 per kW. We 
installed our system before that 
program became active, but at 4.2 
kW, we could have gotten a grant 
of $3,150. (Be aware that the pro-
gram has a limited annual budget 
and is first-come-first-served, and 
applications must be approved 
before installing a system.)

Prince George’s County has 
an Alternative Energy Tax Credit 
(https://tinyurl.com/379926tx) for 
solar systems, which is the lesser 
of half of the cost or $5,000. 
However, the program is under-
funded – they told us to expect 
the $5,000 credit to our prop-
erty taxes beginning in fiscal year 
2042.

Finally, we’re getting ongoing 
credits called Solar Renewable 
Energy Certificates (SRECs) from 
a Maryland program designed 
to encourage more renewable 
energy. The SRECs are based 
on our electricity production and 
currently provide us with about 
$200-$250 per year.

Our system produces enough 
electricity to save us about $900 
per year at current electricity pric-
es, so together with the SRECs, 
we’re getting about $1,100 per 
year from our solar system. De-
pending on what rebates, grants 
and credits are available, the cost 
of a system can be recovered 
reasonably quickly. Some install-
ers also have leasing programs 
where you pay no money up 
front, though you reap fewer of 
the benefits over time.

Finding an Installer

To f ind  an  ins t a l l e r,  we 
f i r s t  s i gned  up  w i th  So lar 
U n i t e d  N e i g h b o r s  ( S U N , 
solarunitedneighbors.org), which 
is a nonprofit that organizes bulk 
purchases for residents interested 
in rooftop solar. They solicit bids 
from different installers and get 
lower prices than an individual 
would.

Lumina was the installer com-
pany that SUN chose in 2023 
and 2024. In 2023, Lumina con-
cluded that our roof was too 

Adding Solar Panels in GHI:

One Resident’s Experience
by Eric McKenzie

small to be worth their while, 
but they changed their mind in 
2024. They did a nice job of 
handling the permitting paper-
work and the applications to the 
rebate/grant/credit programs for 
us, though they struggled with 
some of GHI’s requirements and 
didn’t always follow up when they 
got stuck. I had to communicate a 
lot with both Lumina and GHI to 
push the project through.

GHI Issues

One odd problem was that 
Lumina needed to get into our 
crawlspace, but GHI left asbestos 
warning signs posted there “just-
in-case” after they did a big asbes-
tos cleanout program a few years 
ago. Of course, Lumina’s people 
didn’t want to go down there with 
those warning signs, and they 
canceled the project without con-
tacting me first. I eventually got it 
resolved after working with them 
and GHI, but it was a headache.

GHI residents should be aware 
that GHI will want them to ac-
cept responsibility for any dam-
age to the roof, and also to bear 
the cost of removing/reinstalling 
the panels when GHI needs to 
replace the roof.

For More Information

I’m happy to answer questions 
and can be reached at mckerih@
gmail.com. We’re at 20-R Hillside 
Road for those who would like 
to take a look at the panels. For 
GHI residents, I have information 
that I can share if you start your 
own project, such as a copy of 
our GHI permit request. Going 
solar wasn’t easy, but I’m glad 
that we did it, and I hope this 
information helps those 
who are considering it.

Solar panels are installed on a GHI frame house 

roof.
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What do cemeteries have to do 
with nature? Greenbelt’s natural 
history society, Greenbelt Biota, 
learned more on a recent visit to 
Reflection Park, a local natural 
burial ground that opened last 
November.

Arriving at Reflection Park’s 
40-acre property in Silver Spring, 
members of Greenbelt Biota were 
ready for a morning of explor-
ing the plants and wildlife of the 
forest conservation area. Some 
had binoculars for birding, oth-
ers had plant identification books 
or apps on their phones. Most 
had their pants tucked into their 
socks to avoid ticks. Reflection 
Park Executive Director Basil 
Eldadah and consulting Conser-
vation Biologist Natalie Bailey, 
a Greenbelter, greeted the group 
and shared some background 
about the site and its mission as 
an osprey soared overhead.

Sustainable Approach

Reflection Park was founded to 
provide people with a simple, sus-
tainable and affordable approach 
to the end of life. In natural 
burial grounds (sometimes called 
green cemeteries), bodies are 
laid to rest in a casket, carrier or 
shroud made of natural, biode-
gradable materials. There are no 
concrete vaults or grave liners, 
and no embalming. (Cooling is an 
effective way to preserve bodies 
for several weeks.) They preserve 
natural spaces through burial by 
effectively preventing development 
for other uses. Certified by the 
Green Burial Council, Reflection 
Park aims to restore our relation-
ship with the natural cycles of 
life, death and renewal to promote 
a more healthy and conscious way 
of living.

Reflection Park is a nonprofit, 
multifaith natural burial ground 
that opened for operations in 
November 2025. It can support 
families when they have needs 
for burial and can also work with 

Greenbelt Biota Explores Reflection
Park for a Natural Burial Ground

by Natalie Bailey and Catherine Plaisant

families to make arrangements 
before they are needed.

Along the Nature Trail

As the group headed out on 
their hike, they immediately no-
ticed clusters of Virginia spring 
beauty f lowers at the trailhead. 
Other spring ephemeral flowers 
included dwarf ginseng, jack-in-
the-pulpit, mayapples and rue 
anemone. The group heard a 
pileated woodpecker drumming 
on trees, eastern towhees defend-
ing their territory and the call 
of a red-shouldered hawk. Skunk 
cabbage patches were leafed out 
all along the stream, and several 
species of ferns (Christmas fern, 
cinnamon fern and New York 
fern, to name a few) were unfurl-
ing all along the trail. Several 
kind visitors helped pull invasive 
garlic mustard when they saw it. 
Bailey shared plans for volunteer 
events to remove invasive plants 
and plant native species coming 
up in May in Greenbelt.

The group often paused along 
the trail. Biota members discussed 
their end-of-life choices, what they 
wanted or did not want. Some 
seemed quite prepared and shared 
their plans – or dilemmas – while 
others had not put much thought 
to it and found natural burials ap-
pealing because of the connection 
to nature – a topic dear to many 
Biota members. Serious conversa-
tions, but preparing for the inevi-
table was made more enjoyable in 
this bucolic setting, on a beautiful 
day and with friends.

Greenbelt Biota

The Greenbelt Biota is a group 
of people from different back-
grounds and disciplines with the 
common goal of enjoying the 
flora and fauna of the Greenbelt 
Forest Preserve and other natural 
areas near Greenbelt and educat-
ing the public about the impor-
tant role of urban green spaces in 
the conservation of biodiversity. 
The group uses a Facebook group 

Members of the Greenbelt Biota prepare to hit the trail after hearing a 

presentation about the natural burial site.
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page to publicize monthly walks. 
The walks are selected during 
the Biota monthly meetings held 
on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. on the New 
Deal Café patio. Most members 
of the group participate online by 
sharing photos or sightings and 
discussing what they found inter-
esting in nature around Greenbelt.

See BIOTA, page  11

http://www.mccarldental.com
https://tinyurl.com/bdhpaf6n
https://tinyurl.com/379926tx
http://solarunitedneighbors.org
mailto:mckerih@gmail.com
mailto:mckerih@gmail.com
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COUNCIL continued from page 1

represented less than 10 percent 
of the city’s cameras.

GRN doesn’t want more cam-
eras in the city, Wilkin said, pre-
ferring the money be spent on 
police officer work.  

GRN participant Diana Mc-
Fadden worried that, in the cur-
rent political climate, the fed-
eral government might access the 
city’s surveillance data, especially 
facial recognition, involving the 
police department in exploitation 
and political targeting. Bowers an-
swered that neither LPRs, speed, 
stop-sign nor red-light cameras 
have facial recognition capabili-
ties.

Purpose and Procedures

LPRs are intended to help 
prevent and reduce crime, to keep 
stolen vehicles out of the city and 
support criminal investigations, 
Bowers said. In addition to LPRs, 
the city owns red light cameras 
on main roads, and speed cam-
eras at numerous sites, especially 
near the high school, and six 
stop-sign cameras. 136 security 
cameras also operate throughout 
the city.  

LPRs and “context” cameras 
are online at six sites with six 
cameras yet to be installed (see 
map for proposed locations).  

Maryland state law limits use 
of traffic enforcement camera data 
to traffic enforcement purposes.  
If any police department needs 
the data for another purpose, 
they must subpoena the vendor, 
explained Bowers.  

The National Crime Informa-
tion Center maintains a hot list, 
updated by the state every six 
hours, against which tag numbers 
captured by LPRs can be checked. 
A human must verify a hit. 

Data Storage Differences

LPR data is stored within the 
camera for under 24 hours, then 
is transferred to the Maryland 
Coordination and Analysis Center 
(MCAC). Police have “live-view” 
capability, but for subsequent 
investigations they must request 
the data from MCAC, and such 
requests are audited and tracked. 

Context cameras photograph 
vehicles and store data for up 
to 30 days. If full, the camera 
off loads the data into secure 
cloud storage.  The police own 
and have sole access to the data, 
which is deleted after 30 days un-
less saved in a separate evidence 
storage system. MCAC guidelines 
allow other agencies to request 
data, but access is limited, logged 
and audited.

No Facial Recognition

The cameras recognize motion 
inside vehicles but not individual 
faces. Even that picture is not 
very clear; technology that might 
make it clearer is disabled and 
control is accessible only to high-
ranking officers. 

Maryland law requires that 
LPR data be used only for le-
gitimate law enforcement purpos-
es.  Installation in a public place 
doesn’t require a prior warrant 
and has been found constitutional. 
Also, vehicle tags are neither per-
sonal property nor private. 

ACAPS 

After council authorized use 
of LPRs 18 months ago, the 
Advisory Committee Advancing 
Public Safety (ACAPS) worked 
with Greenbelt Police on imple-
mentation. Peggy Higgins, ACAPS 
chair, explained the interaction 
and addressed GRN’s concerns, 
recalling that ACAPS had raised 
similar concerns about data col-
lection, storage, security and use.  
“Our committee worked to bal-

ance Greenbelt’s values of civic 
engagement and respect for civil 
rights with the serious safety 
problem residents are having with 
car theft.”  

With many other cameras al-
ready deployed throughout Green-
belt, ACAPS unanimously sup-
ported the police general order 
on LPRs, which included three of 
their concerns with the fourth left 
to council oversight.     

Usefulness of Cameras

Bowers noted a seasonal up-
tick in vehicle crime and gave 
examples of the usefulness of 
LPR live data, including solving 
a homicide case, locating a miss-
ing elderly person and closing a 
burglary case. 

With money saved from the 
original $174,000 allotment, po-
lice can install additional LPRs 
in commercial areas subject to 
vehicle crime, especially at night. 
These funds would not go far in 
hiring police officers.

Bowers recommended LPRs 
for their efficiency, effectiveness 
and usefulness as part of an of-
ficers’ toolkit. He gave assurance 
that rules are in place to secure 
data, prevent unauthorized access 
and prevent sharing with federal 
immigration, the latter being for-
bidden by city code.  

Councilmember Frankie Fritz 
asked if Greenbelt shares data 
with Prince George’s County, 
which envisions a countywide, 
centralized database, and Bowers 
replied that the county can make 
a request to MCAC to get Green-
belt data.  

When Councilmember Kristen 
Weaver asked which types of cam-
eras are limited to school zones, 
Bowers explained state law says 
speed cameras can be placed in 
residential or school zones, and 
all Greenbelt speed cameras are 
in school zones. 

Councilmember Amy Knesel 
voiced opposition to increased 
surveillance in the city. “There is 
no data that says LPRs actually 
reduce violent crime whatsoever. 
… I’m (also) extremely concerned 
about continued placement of 
cameras in primarily rental and 
minority-majority neighborhoods,” 
she said. 

Councilmember Jenni Pompi 
asked how stop-sign cameras oper-
ate. Bowers said stop-sign cameras 
record the image of the vehicle 
passing through and determine its 
speed.  By Greenbelt’s threshold, 
lower than 4 mph is considered 
a stop. Violations are sent to 
officers for review. In the first 
six days the cameras were op-
erational, they identified 16,000 
potential violations (for more on 
the stop sign cameras see the 

April 2 issue).
City Manager Josué Salmerón 

described several city intervention 
strategies over the last year to 
encourage stop-sign compliance, 
saying violations are going down. 
With city outreach plus fines, vio-
lations should drop significantly.   

Counc i lmember  Danie l l e  
McKinney asked how placement 
is determined and Bowers ex-
plained that any information-
automated enforcement tries to 
target areas with problems.  He 
said LPR locations are based on 
crime statistics, repeat offenders 
and crime patterns by area.

Councilmember Silke Pope 
asked for assurance that the city 
is putting only Greenbelt-owned 
cameras on Greenbelt streets, 
which Bowers confirmed. 

In conclusion Bowers said, 
“Enforcement is obviously very 
important when it comes to traffic 
safety. ... I understand we all find 
these (cameras) annoying, but 
hopefully we’ll all learn the lesson 
very quickly and this will not be 
an issue.”

“Enforcement is one side…  
Engineering is just as much a 
problem … a lot of these roads 
are not under our direct control. 
These roads are not designed to 
be pedestrian-safe. … A lot of 
times the people who face the 
largest disparities are the ones 
who don’t benefit from that en-
hanced pedestrian infrastructure 
and those investments. So, this is 
about saving lives.  This (surveil-
lance cameras) is not a replace-
ment for good engineering, either. 
These two things need to work in 
tandem.”  

More Resident Concerns

Several residents expressed 
concern about trade-offs between 
crime prevention/security and 
privacy/liberty, and the federal 
government’s lack of respect for 
persons’ rights and privacy.

Bowers expressed confidence 
in state employees at MCAC and 

Proposed possible locations for license plate reader cameras. Chief Bowers says deployment plans are guided by 

analyzing crime data and patterns to ensure fair and equitable use.

in guardrails that are in place at 
all levels to keep data secure and 
private, saying he doesn’t “believe 
that at any point any employees 
of MCAC, who are generally state 
employees themselves, are going 
to violate state law; and there is 
an annual audit that’s submitted 
to MCAC by any agency that 
houses their own data.”  

One questioner was concerned 
about artificial intelligence (AI), 
to which Bowers responded that 
no AI is built into the system, 
and matches are reviewed by a 
police officer.

Another resident was con-
cerned about potential for abuse 
as technology rapidly advances, 
saying technology can change 
for the worse, unnoticed. Two 
residents expressed concern about 
placement in poorer parts of the 
city and associated financial and 
psychological consequences. Yet 
another asked about the directions 
cameras face – Bowers said they 
photograph the rear of the car 
and its license plate after the car 
has sped past.

Another resident, a firm be-
liever in this technology, said the 
tools help Greenbelt officers in 
protecting the community and 
giving up a tiny bit of privacy is 
worth the reduction in crime 

McKinney said it may make 
sense at this time to consider 
needs to update the data privacy 
governance policy in coordination 
with police department policies.   

Lesley Kash contributed to this 

article.
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City Notes
Public Safety/Community, 

Code Enforcement and Economic 
Development site-visited two ho-
tels and Economic Development 
hosted a Contractors’ Roundtable. 
Information Technology set up a 
police dispatch training lab and 
Public Information offered a pho-
tography workshop for city staff. 
Code Enforcement inspected 15 
commercial suites and 15 rentals 
and issued two permits.

Recycling/Sustainability at-
tended meetings about the Save 
As You Throw (SAYT) program 
indicating a 12 percent reduc-
tion in landfill refuse. Mechanics 
prepared go-carts for the Touch-a-
Truck event. 

Public Works and Park Rang-
ers facilitated Arbor Day activi-
ties (including receiving 175 trees 
and 60 shrubs). Animal Shelter 
residents are five cats, five kittens 
and two dogs. 

At the Aquatic & Fitness Cen-
ter, Public Works treated for ter-
mites. 

The Community Center hosted 
a Concert Band performance, and 
Therapeutic Recreation and Public 
Works took seniors on a field 
trip. Arts offered an Artful Af-
ternoon at Springhill Lake Recre-
ation Center and three workshops. 
The Museum hosted an open 
house with over 30 visitors and 
welcomed the Art Deco Society 
of Washington.

Razz Documentary
Director’s Cut Redux 

On Sunday, April 26 at 3 p.m., 
enjoy a Greenbelt Cinema show 
followed by an after-party at the 
New Deal Café. Purchase cinema 
tickets at greenbeltcinema.org

Fol low ing the  screening , 
attendees are encouraged to 
visit the New Deal Café where 
a film of Razz playing at The 
Bayou (Georgetown) will be 
shown from 6 to 8 p.m. The 
after-party features a rare chance 
to see the 1979 Bayou set from 
start to finish, on the New Deal 
screen. Only two songs appear 
in the documentary so the New 
Deal screening will be a chance 
to see more. For details visit 
newdealcafe.com/events/calendar.

Razz were one of the most 
explosive, entertaining and influen-
tial live bands in 1970s Washing-
ton, D.C. and included Greenbelt 
drummer Doug Tull. One year 
after their Directors’ Cut premiere 
screening, the filmmakers return 
with even more Razz stories, 
music and memories in honor of 
iconic front man Michael Reidy, 
who died in March. 

http://greenbeltcinema.org
http://newdealcafe.com/events/calendar
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ELECTION continued from page 1
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needs to change.” 
White, a retired social worker/

disaster responder with the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human 
Services, described caring for 
immigrant children and his de-
motion for defying orders during 
Trump’s first term. He is one of 
300,000 federal workers who have 
left during Trump’s second term. 
“The federal government is the 
lifeblood of employment and the 
foundation of middle-class success 
in Prince George’s County,” he 
said, and new laws are needed “to 
make sure career positions are not 
politicized.”

Questions for Candidates

1) Would you accept donations 
from AIPAC (the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee)?

All candidates present denied 
taking donations from AIPAC or 
any other large corporate donors.

Hedgepeth and White both 
noted that while they won’t ac-
cept AIPAC money, Glenn Ivey 
does, saying AIPAC is his biggest 
funder.

2) With a Republican major-
ity in the House, how will you 
work across the aisle? What steps 
should the party take?

Opinions differed, with Gomes 
emphasizing cooperation, Hedge-
peth open to specific collabora-
tions, and Johnson and White 
focused on constituent concerns 
and progressive goals.

Johnson said bipartisanship for 
its own sake just moves Demo-
crats further to the right, believ-
ing it better to co-govern with the 
people.

White said Republicans win 
because Democratic leaders are 
weak, so it is time to abolish se-
niority and have new leaders. 

Gomes said that Democrats 
and Republicans must come to-
gether for the good of the citi-
zens. 

Hedgepeth said bipartisan sup-
port has accomplished immigra-
tion reform and some other im-
portant changes. New approaches 
should include ending continuing 
resolutions and focusing on com-
munity project funding. 

 3) How will you prioritize 
spending our resources?

White said the problem is rev-
enue, not spending, because we 
don’t tax the wealthy. Agencies 
need to be rebuilt to serve peo-
ple’s needs. 

Gomes wants to focus on 
young people and education.

Hedgepeth said federal dollars 
are available if needs are ad-
dressed creatively, for example us-
ing the land around Metro transit 
facilities for housing. 

Johnson said that first, Citi-
zens United must be overturned 
and second, tax the wealthy. Only 
then will the government respond 
to the people.

4) How can you ensure con-
tinued contact with constituents?

Gomes said he would focus on 
family and community.

Hedgepeth emphasized her 
constituent council of 15 residents 
across the district, her constituent 
dashboard reporting specific ac-
tions and town halls for in-person 
accountability.

Johnson recommended town 
halls with unfiltered questions at 
least once a quarter. 

White said accountability 
means honesty, following through 
and not giving the privileged ac-
cess. 

5) How do you feel about and 
work with different wings of the 
Democratic party, moderate and 
progressive alike? Would you vote 

for impeachment and could you 
work with the other side?

Hedgepeth suggested being 
realistic about what can actually 
be achieved, promoting progres-
sive ideas and leveraging fatigue 
among Republicans.

Johnson and White saw no 
realistic strategy for impeachment 
with so much allegiance to the 
president but still, Democrats 
must bring articles of impeach-
ment for every violation.

Gomes said members of gov-
ernment should listen to each 
other and the citizens and com-
promise.

6) If one of you becomes the 
clear front runner, will the oth-
ers drop out to improve chances 
against Ivey?

All the candidates present 
agreed to step aside and support 
the most likely competitor. Hedge-
peth cautioned, however, that the 
Democratic party’s influence and 
outcomes can be unclear.

7) Congress has oversight of 
ICE and their activities and ware-
houses. What would you do to get 
ICE off the streets?

Hedgepeth would abolish ICE, 
but moreover, address the origins 
of the problem growing out of 
fear, and make sure people can 
live here with dignity.

Johnson said ICE has ravaged 
our communities in extreme hu-
man rights violations so ICE must 
be abolished along with other 
government enablers.

White recommended that im-
migration courts should be real 
courts and state attorneys general 
should prosecute federal viola-
tions.

Gomes said that ICE must 
work in a disciplined way, not 
with inhumane treatment.

8) Many questions showed 
concern about vulnerable people, 
including Lebanese, Ukrainian, 
LGBTQ+, neurodivergent or any 
person wanting security and dig-
nity, as well as those worried 
about AI affecting jobs or society. 
People are struggling and how 
can we help them?

Johnson said government’s role 

is to make people’s lives better, 
including raising the minimum 
wage and providing universal 
comprehensive health care, not 
funding wars.

White said a $27 minimum 
wage, free health care, free trade 
school and accessible housing 
could be funded by taking back 
what billionaires have looted. It 
is all made worse by the anti-DEI 
assault on rights, he said. 

Gomes said people who are 
struggling deserve respect and a 
happy life, and the government 
needs to pay attention to those 
needing help the most.

Hedgepeth said that, as hu-
man beings, we have to protect 
the most vulnerable. She felt 
Maryland has done a pretty good 
job but with problems like health 
care deserts and food deserts, 
solutions have to be well planned 
and executed.  

Closing Statements

White said this election can 
change things, in conjunction with 
protesting and community efforts.

Johnson asked the audience to 
remember which candidates did 
not show up, and to consider who 
will actually fight for the people 
and future generations.

Hedgepeth warned that restor-
ing what has been lost will not be 
easy or fast, but community is the 
end game. 

Gomes said he will work to 
give opportunities for children 
and working people who are 
struggling.

Primary Significance

In the November 3 general 
election, the winner of this Dem-
ocratic primary will probably 
prevail over the Republican op-
ponent, given District 4’s deep-
blue voting history. With all 435 
House seats up for election, the 
nationwide November election 
will affect the partisan balance, 
currently very close, of the 120th 
Congress.

SKOLNIK continued from page 1

Editor Mary Lou Wil-
liamson today remem-
bers a rule change mak-
ing multiple persons 
eligible. In addition to 
her newspaper work, 
Elaine served on the 
Park and Recreation 
Advisory Board and as 
Co-op Nursery School 
president. She was ac-
tive in the movement 
to preserve Greenbelt 
as a planned commu-
nity during the 1970s 
and early 1980s when 
the city endured many 
development issues. She 
also worked behind the 
scenes for city coun-
c i l  and GHI board 
candidates, organizing 
GHI court captains to 
ensure voter turnout. 
Spending hours on the 
phone from her 474-
6060 phone number, 
she became known as Agent 60. 
Williamson remembers Elaine as 
a champion arm-twister, saying, 
“You’d go to the office to do one 
thing” and end up with several 
more to do.

Next Chapters

In 1977, her world collapsed 
when Al died of a heart attack, 
possibly contributed to by the 
legal battle. But she had great 
reserves of strength and persever-
ance and reluctantly became the 
president of the News Review for 
nine years. She became a guru on 
sewage treatment when Greenbriar 
was built during a 1970-1977 
sewer moratorium. She took pride 
in unbiased, factual reporting, and 
lawyers and developers noted her 
fairness, sensitivity and caring. 

By 1986, Elaine had moved 

from Greenbelt and married Vic-
tor Nicholson, who drove her 
to the News Review office every 
Tuesday. Vic died in 2005 and 
Elaine in 2021.

In Memoriam

Former editor Harry Zubkoff 
once wrote, “The News Review is 
the major unifying element within 
the city, the force which has done 
more than any other single civic 
activity to make a city out of a 
housing project.” Today many resi-
dents of Greenbelt are unfamiliar 
with Elaine’s and Al’s achieve-
ments. But without their leader-
ship, the News Review might not 
have survived and maintained its 
decades-long inf luence. We are 
grateful for their examples and 
honor their service.

The memorial plaque on Elaine’s pink dog-

wood tree reads “Elaine Skolnik Nicholson, 

1925–2021, News Review 1955–2014, First 

Amendment Champion.”
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At the end of the walk, small 
groups wandered between the first 
burial sites of Reflection Park. 
The sites appear as mounds cov-
ered with evergreen branches. To 
honor specific religious practices, 
the park includes three sections: 
Peace (open to all religious, spiri-
tual and nonaffiliated traditions); 
Shalom (for Jewish families, with 
the grave foot pointing to Jeru-
salem); and Salaam (for Muslim 
families, with the grave site facing 
Mecca).

Ref lect ion Park’s website 

BIOTA continued from page 9

(ref lectionpark.org) provides 
more information, and the Silver 
Spring burial site is open to the 
public from 8:30 a.m. to sunset 
every day. Anyone is welcome to 
explore the forested trail, rest by 
the stream and enjoy the beauty 
of the site. The Greenbelt Biota 
page is facebook.com/groups/
greenbeltbiota.

Natalie Bailey is a Greenbelter 

and contractor at Reflection Park 

Natural Burial Ground and Cathe-

rine Plaisant coordinates the month-

ly walks of the Greenbelt Biota.

Thank you to the Greenbelt Public Works for providing beautiful 

spring garden arrangements around town to brighten up our wonder-

ful community.
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visit  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

http://reflectionpark.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/greenbeltbiota
http://www.facebook.com/groups/greenbeltbiota
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt
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Tag us on your next Co-op run!
@greenbeltcoop

Greenbelt Co-op Supermarket & Pharmacy

SEAFOOD FRUITS

Fresh
BAKERY FLOWERS

Shop Local.
Eat Well.

Feel Good.

locally grown

LOCAL & FRESH IS FOUND AT CO-OPLOCAL & FRESH IS FOUND AT CO-OP

Heat & Eat
Available at the Deli

House-made
QUICHE

Alaskan Salmon &
Fresh Lump Crabmeat

Seasonal

& Veggies

Fresh

Donuts, bread, & more Add a pop of color
to your table

Blooming

Local strawberries are here!

Letters continued from page 2

Sharon Anderson's toppled birdhouses from last fall

equity but amounts to the appear-
ance of continued discriminatory 
practices in one specific part of 
our city.

I ask the police department, 
city manager and council to re-
spond to this inquiry within the 
month so that all residents can 
be informed of the basis for the 
placement of additional speed 
cameras in Greenbelt West.

Lois Rosado

Questions Unneeded
Procedures

I am writing in response to the 
News Review article in the April 
2 issue.

Recently while seeing a local 
physician I complained of leg 
pains and swelling; he referred 
me to Center for Vein Restora-
tion (CVR) in the same building, 
and told me I could go that same 
day. I took the referral and went 
home, deciding that was not what 
I needed.  

Soon af terward, check ing 
my Medicare Summary Notices 
(MSNs), I noticed that CVR had 
charged Medicare for visits I had 
never made. I called Medicare to 
report this and also the referring 
doctor’s office to complain. 

I think this is an example of 
the fraud that’s adding to our 
medical costs going up, and a 
good reason to be diligent in 
checking the MSNs and other 
medical insurance paperwork.

Katy Pape

Home Sweet Nest
Greenbelt’s Repair Café lifted 

my “bird-en.” Last fall, two be-
loved birdhouses in my front 
garden that I purchased 25 years 
ago at a Greenbelt Art Fair sadly 
toppled over from old age. The 
houses had been drilled into the 
handle of an antique pitchfork 
that could no longer withstand 
the weather elements. I was heart-
broken. I could not remember 
the artist who first created them, 
neither did I have a drill to make 
the necessary holes for a new 
pole that I purchased from Home 
Depot.

Greenbelt Repair Café to the 
rescue! On Saturday morning, 
April 18, I took my new pole and 
birdhouses to the offices of the 
Greenbelt MakerSpace and Tool 
Library. Less than an hour later, I 
emerged with a beautiful feathery 
fixer-upper thanks to craftsman 
Clive Jerram and his skill and pa-
tience. As soon as I got home, I 
placed my refurbished birdhouses 
in my front garden and less than 
24 hours later two sparrows were 
already moving in. Needless to 
say, my heart took flight.

Thank you, Greenbelt Repair 
Café.

Sharon J. Anderson

Clive Jerram at work

- Photos by Sharon Anderson

Clive Jerram proudly displays the completed repair. The birdhouses reinstalled and ready for occupancy

Art Reception April 26
On display now through Satur-

day, May 2, the New Deal Café 
has an exhibit titled Viewpoint 
in a Circle featuring entirely new 
work from artist Eileen Murray-
Kraft.

Over the past  two years , 
Murray -Kraf t  has created a 
wide array of collages using a 
unique medium: six-inch circular 
watercolor card stock. Her artistic 
process evolved to fit the compact 
space of her GHI “cottage,” 
demonstrating adaptability and 
creativity. Her creations draw 
inspiration from the natural 
world, everyday items and the 
dynamic relationships between 
colors and textures found in 
her environment. Murray-Kraft’s 
passion for trying out different 
materials and techniques keeps 
her art vibrant and ever-changing.

The public is invited to a re-
ception with the artist on Sunday, 
April 26 from 1 to 3 p.m. Come 
meet the artist and enjoy light 
refreshments.

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

http://anacostiatrails.org
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Park Rangers hosted a campfire presentation about caterpillars on the evening 
of Saturday, April 18 at Greenbelt Park, a hidden gem of the National Park 
Service here in Greenbelt.

CampÀre at Greenbelt Park

A child gets a piggy back ride.

A child and an adult point at a nearby tree that matches a description given by the Park 

Ranger.

An adult raises his hand in response to a Park Ranger’s question.

- Photos by Nick Hall NH for NPS

Earth Day

Greenbelt acknowledges Arbor Day, traditionally celebrated with tree-planting. 

- Photos by Carol Griffith

Arbor Day Celebration

A redbud tree at Greenbelt Lake

- Photos by Nick Hall NH

A cherry tree in bloom at Greenbelt Lake


