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Inside Stories

ERHS Robotics, 

p.7

Underwater Egg 

Hunt, p.12

See BELTWAY PLAZA, page  8

What Goes On

Monday, April 13 

7:30 p.m. City Council Meet-
ing, Municipal Building
Wednesday, April 15 

7:30 p.m. Budget Workses-
sion: Public Works/Capital 
Projects, Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more in-
formation.

See COUNCIL, page  8

See PGCPS, page  6

See ELECTION, page  11

The Maryland-National Capi-
tal Park and Planning Commis-
sion (M-NCPPC) Prince George’s 
County Planning Board has ac-
cepted Quantum Companies’ six-
year extension for the redevelop-
ment of Beltway Plaza, citing 
financing challenges tied to high 
interest rates and shifting eco-
nomic conditions. 

The redevelopment of Beltway 
Plaza, which originally opened in 
1963, has been discussed for near-

Prince George’s County Public 
Schools (PGCPS) Interim Su-
perintendent Shawn Joseph has 
had to cut $150 million from 
the budget. In fall budget discus-
sions, he pledged to keep those 
cuts as far from the classroom as 
possible. Joseph’s budget, which 
was presented in January, despite 
requirements it be shared ear-
lier (see the February 12 News 
Review) is only a proposal until 
a final board vote and adoption 
by the county. Along with his 
proposed budget, Joseph’s Budget 
Equity Plan, presented in Febru-
ary, aims to address variance 
within the district. In his 100-day 
message in the fall Joseph said, 
“Variance shows up in opportuni-
ty, access and expectations, where 
a child’s experience can depend 
too much on their school, their 
zip code or the adults around 
them.” The budget “is a strategic 
tool to move the district from 
isolated  pockets  of success to 
systemic opportunity for all,” said 
a February press release.  Joseph’s 
equity presentation offers three 
existing pockets: magnet, immer-

On March 25, the Greenbelt 
City Council held a worksession 
with the two city contractors who 
monitor state and county legisla-
tion for the city’s information and 
possible action. The worksession 
was timed to coincide with cross-
over day, the point in the legisla-
tive session (approximately the 
69th day) in which proposed bills 
cross from one chamber to the 
other, indicating a bill’s progress 
toward enactment. All council-
members attended as contractors 
Darrell Carrington of Carrington 
Associates and James Tarlow of 
LA Perez Consulting presented.

State Bills of Interest

Mayor Emmett Jordan began 
the session by asking Carrington 
which, if any, of the proposed 
state bills required council atten-

Four candidates, all Demo-
crats, are running for three avail-
able spots in the 2026 Maryland 
House of Delegates District 22 
election. Two current delegates, 
Anne Healey and Nicole Wil-
liams, are not seeking reelection.   
Ashanti Martinez is the only 
incumbent on the ballot. 

Ashanti Martinez
Candidate Statement: 

“I’m running for re-election to 
continue fighting for what mat-
ters most to Maryland families: 
strong public schools, affordable 
healthcare and real economic 
opportunity. As State Delegate 
and House Majority Whip, I’ve 
focused on policies that improve 
daily life like lowering barriers to 
care, supporting working families 
and investing in safer, healthier 
communities. I believe govern-
ment should expand opportunity 
and protect people’s dignity. That 
means fully funding public educa-
tion, strengthening our workforce, 
addressing housing affordability 
and making smart, responsible 
investments that move our state 
forward. I’m proud to represent 
District 22 and remain committed 
to showing up, listening and deliv-
ering results. This work is about 
building a Maryland where every-
one, regardless of background, has 
a fair shot to succeed.”

Candidate Biography: 

Martinez, 29, of New Carroll-

Beltway Plaza Redevelopment 

Six-year Extension Approved
by Laura Charleston

From Pockets of Excellence:
PGCPS’ Vision and Budget 

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Consultants Report to Council
On Current State Legislation

by Carol Griffith

Election 2026

Maryland House of Delegates

District 22 Election Preview
by Stephen Lotz

This site plan for Beltway Plaza's redevelopment was presented in 2021.

Children pose with the Easter Bunny at Greenbelt's annual egg hunt. 

See more photos, page 12.

Ashanti Martinez

The main entrance of Eleanor Roosevelt High School, which is home to 

one of the county's three Science and Tech magnet programs
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ly 30 years, according to Kenny 
Wine, vice president of operations 
at Quantum Companies, the prop-
erty owner of Beltway Plaza. 

Phased Project

Plans call for a phased, mixed-
use project that would add 2,500 
residential units and 700,000 
square feet of commercial space, 
including community amenities, 
while preserving most of the exist-
ing mall.

sion, and International Baccalau-
reate (IB) and Advancement Via 
Individual Determination (AVID) 
programs. “These programs are 
strong, but they do not serve 
most students,” states the slide en-
titled “What We Built.” The News 
Review interviewed Joseph to ask 
about his vision for moving the 
county’s schools “from pockets of 

excellence to excellence at scale” 
and what that means for specialty 
programs.

Budget Cuts

Program cuts in the proposed 
budget for next school year al-
ready include eliminating bound-
ary, middle and high school 
language immersion (though  

tion. Carrington noted that coor-
dination between city and county 
has already begun by City Manag-
er Josué Salmerón for House Bill 
34/Senate Bill 189 (HB 34, SB 
189), requiring municipalities to 
improve open drainage and inlet 
sites. Carrington told council that 
grant funding to aid municipalities 
in completing required work was 
available, but did not offer details.

Carrington informed council 
that he is especially monitoring 
other bills for recommended coun-
cil action. One bill, HB 0172, 
expanding requirements on body-
worn cameras, would have “fiscal 

impacts” if enacted, according to 
Carrington. There may be require-
ments for enforcement, equip-
ment purchases and data retention 
in the bill. Proposed legislation 
modifying funding for Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Author-
ity (HB 386, SB 281), increasing 
resources for dementia and other 
brain health disorders (HB 446, 
SB 555) and consumer data pri-
vacy (HB 711, SB 504) is being 
closely monitored, Carrington 
said.

A proposed bi l l  concern-
ing correctional services and  

ton, is a Maryland state delegate 
and House majority whip. He 
attended Parkdale High School 
and Howard University. Marti-
nez has worked as an aide to 
the Maryland Legislative Latino 
Caucus, political director for a  
congressional campaign, a con-
stituent aide in Prince George’s 
County government and a policy 
analyst at CASA. He also served 
as chief of staff to a county coun-
cilmember before being elected to 
the House of Delegates.

Tracy Gant
Gant did not provide a candi-

date statement to the Greenbelt 
News Review. 

Candidate Biography:

Gant is mayor of Edmonston 
and has served in local govern-
ment since 1992, when she was 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
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See LETTERS, page 4

Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887

Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)

ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)

website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com

HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 

treasurer; Carol GrifÏth, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.

-  Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classi¿ed ads with payment only.
-  Tuesday 6 p.m. Classi¿ed ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 

may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 

external ofÏce door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external ofÏce door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF

Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Larry Beyna, Laura 

Bonkosky, Jerry Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Asha Brown, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, 

Maurice Crawford, Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Anne Gardner, 

Elizabeth Gardner, Jon Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Carol 

GrifÏth, Nick Hall NH, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, 
Butch Hicks, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoႇmeister, Erica Johns, Jeႇ Jones, Tom Jones, 
Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Mary Kokumo, Sandra Lange, 

Amanda Larsen, Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer, Anne Marigza, 

Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Rebecca Rackis, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, 

Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, 

Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, David Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, 

Lola Skolnik, Christopher Stark, Beth Terry, Daniel Thies, James Thompson, Nancy 

Tolzman, Jeႇ Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliႇ.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
APRIL 10th - 16th

Fantasy Life (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (91 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:15 PM, Sat. 7:25 PM
Mon. 2:30 PM (OC)

Tue. 3:30 PM, Thurs. 4:45 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Sat. 5:15 PM
Sun. 2:35 PM, 7:40 PM

Wed. 7:35 PM

The Drama (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2026) (105 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 7:45 PM, Sun. 5:20 PM

Mon. 4:50 PM, Wed. 7:20 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 5:00 PM, Sat. 7:40 PM
Mon. 2:00 PM, Tue. 7:20 PM

Thurs. 7:30 PM

The Super Mario Galaxy Movie 
(PG) (CC) (DVS) (2026) (96 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:00 PM, Sun. 2:50 PM

Wed. 5:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 7:30 PM, Sat. 2:45 PM
Sun. 4:55 PM, Mon. 4:35 PM
Tue. 5:00 PM, Thurs. 5:00 PM

Pre�y in Pink 
(PG-13) (1986) (96 mins)

Cult Classic sponsored by board 

member Stacia Woycheck

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 2:30 PM
Sun. 8:00 PM

Christmas in July 
(NR) (1940) (68 mins)

Film in Focus - event pricing
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Mon. 7:00 PM

Without Bias 
(NR) (2009) (52 mins)
Free - no ticket required 

 In partnership with 

UMD College Park

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Thurs. 7:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Story & Photograph Submissions
We welcome your stories and photographs about all things Green-

belt. While publication is not guaranteed, your submissions help us 
cover more of what goes on. Stories will be copyedited. Remember 
to include captions and identify people in photographs. See the 
information box on this page for publication deadlines and how to 
submit materials. 

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Fantasy Life
An anxious law school dropout (Matthew Shear) stumbles into a 

job babysitting his psychiatrist’s three granddaughters and falls for 
the girls’ mother (Amanda Peet), an actress in a rocky marriage. 
This is a smart, New York-set romantic comedy co-starring Alessan-
dro Nivola, Judd Hirsch, Bob Balaban, Andrea Martin, Zosia Mamet 
and Holland Taylor and is winner of the SXSW Narrative Feature 
Audience Award.

The Drama
A happily engaged couple (Zendaya and Robert Pattinson) is put 

to the test when an unexpected turn sends their wedding week off 
the rails.

The Super Mario Galaxy Movie
In this 2026 animated adventure comedy Mario, Luigi and Prin-

cess Peach embark on an adventure across the galaxy. Based on the 
2007 video game Super Mario Galaxy and its 2010 sequel, as well 
as Nintendo’s broader Mario franchise, the film was produced by 
Illumination and Nintendo and is the sequel to The Super Mario 
Bros. Movie. 

Pretty in Pink
Andie is an outcast at her Chicago high school, hanging out 

either with her older boss, who owns the record store where she 
works, or her best friend Ducky, another outsider. When one of the 
rich and popular kids at school, Blane, asks Andie out, it seems too 
good to be true. As Andie starts falling for Blane, she begins to real-
ize that dating someone from a different social sphere is not easy.

Christmas in July
In this screwball comedy, an office clerk loves entering contests 

in the hopes of someday winning a fortune and marrying the girl he 
loves. His latest attempt is the Maxford House Coffee Slogan Con-
test. As a joke, some of his co-workers put together a fake telegram 
which says that he won the $25,000 grand prize. As a result, he 
gets a promotion, buys presents for all of his family and friends and 
proposes to his girl. When the truth comes out, he’s not prepared 
for the consequences.

Without Bias
From legend to tragedy: the name of former University of Mary-

land basketball superstar and Boston Celtics draft pick Len Bias still 
provokes powerful and immediate responses almost 40 years after 
his death.

Springhill Lake School 
Enrollment an Issue

I write in reaction to the re-
cent article published on March 
19, 2026, entitled, Springhill Lake 
School Plans Shared at Town 
Hall Meeting. I commend Ms. 
Charleston for providing an in-
formative summary of the meet-
ing. However, it appears that the 
meeting may not have included a 
discussion of school enrollment 
data vis-a-vis the plans for the 
new school construction. You see, 
at the beginning of the 2025-26 
school year, Springhill Lake had 
803 students enrolled in a school 
building that has capacity for 605 
students (more than 30 percent 
oversubscribed). The new school 
design, as presented to the Advi-
sory Planning Board on January 
7, 2026, indicates a projected 
capacity of 850 students, which 
exceeds current enrollment by 
only about 5 percent. Given the 
anticipated construction of three 
multifamily residential buildings 
(approximately 750 units total) at 
Beltway Plaza, it seems likely that 
the new school capacity could be 

exceeded before or soon after its 
doors are opened. 

To avoid such oversights in 
the future, PGCPS must engage 
community stakeholders in discus-
sions about community schools 
before the design stage. One as-
sumes they would have quickly 
discovered that the plans were in-
adequate for near-term enrollment. 
We can only hope that PGCPS 
has already gotten this feedback 
and is acting upon it as we speak. 

Ben Friedman, Chair
Advisory Planning Board 

Thank You
To the neighbors, classmates, 

teammates, co-workers and friends 
who attended the memorial ser-
vice for my brother Chris Dwyer 
on March 27, our family is deeply 
grateful. More than 100 attended 
and shared stories and memories 
of Chris in happy and healthy 
times. The family was touched 
and deeply moved by your pres-
ence. As my dearest and longest 
Greenbelt friends reminded me, 
“Greenbelt shows up for its own.”

- Cartoon by Pete Reppert

http://newsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
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Community Events

3 weekends: April 10 - 25
Tickets: $22/$20/$12

Barney & Bea Rec Center, Good Luck Rd.

NASA’s MAD Theater Presents:

A comedy directed by Randy Barth and produced by Susan Breon

www.madtheater.org

More Community Events  
throughout the paper.

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt! Try Our New Menu & Drinks!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am – 12midnight;  
Sunday, 9am – 9pm

REMEMBER TO TIP OUR PERFORMERS - IT’S THE ONLY WAY THEY’RE PAID!
* * * RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642 * * *

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 4/09 FRI 4/10 SAT 4/11 SUN 4/12 
Reggie Right Eye & 
The Missing Pieces 

7 - 9pm 
Blues, rock,  & rockabilly 

from top DMV 
musicians

The Sandra Dean 
Band 

8 - 11pm 
Fresh interpretations of 
classic rock, blues and 

soul 

POETRY OPEN MIC, 11am - 1pm 
COMMUNITY DRUM CIRCLE w/ 

KATY GAUGHAN, 3:30 - 5pm 
The Goodfellas 

8 - 11pm 
A Beatles tribute band from 
the DC area that serves up 

a sizable repertoire

ASL BRUNCH, 10:30a - 12noon
THIS MACHINE: A PROTEST 

SONG OPEN MIC, 12:30 - 4pm 
————————————-

That 80’s Synth Pop Band
6 - 8pm

High-energy 80’s music.
NDC DEBUT!

MON 4/13 TUES 4/14 WED 4/15 TH 4/16 New Deal Cafe
LIVE BAND 
KARAOKE
7 - 9:30pm

W/ MIKE SCOTT & 
FRIENDS

NDC Open Mic w/
Tom Gleason

6 - 9:30pm
Sign ups begin at 

6pm;
Open Mic starts at 

6:30p

PUB QUIZ
7 - 9pm

Test your knowledge 
on topics from 

aardvarks to zymurgy

BACK ROOM CLOSED FOR 
PRIVATE EVENT, 11a - 2pm 

Classic Jam with 
the Low Rent 

Quartet 
7 - 9pm 

Blues-leaning music

IT’S TIME TO 
RENEW OR 
BECOME A 

MEMBER OF THE 
NDC! 

See link below*

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

At the Library 
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. Phone: 301-
345-5800; Biblio Consulta: 301-
358-6862 (new number).

Storytimes

Friday, April 10, 11:15 a.m., 
ages 2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/15970628. 

Wednesday, April 15, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/15970055.

Thursday, April 16, 10:15 a.m., 
ages newborn to 2. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/15970274.

Ride and Read

Thursday, April 16, 11 a.m., 
ages 16+. Sign up for an hour 
ride on a stationary bike with free 
apps from PGCMLS like Libby, 
Kanopy, and Hoopla to enjoy 
while working out. Participants 
must be 16 or older, sign a waiver 
before beginning to ride and be 
wearing loose-fitting clothing and 
closed-toed shoes. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/15951785.

Apply for a Passport 

T h e  G r e e n b e l t  L i b r a r y, 
along with five other branches 
(Accokeek,  Largo-Ket ter ing, 
Laurel, New Carrollton and Oxon 
Hill), serves as a U.S. Passport 
Acceptance Facility. Applications 
are accepted by appointment only; 
schedule a 30-minute appointment 
up to 30 days in advance by 
calling the Library at 301-345-
5800 or visiting pgcmls.info/
passport-services.

April 9: Adventure 
Awaits and I Must Go  

The Greenbelt Rotary Club 
will host Hannah Baker, vice 
president of Venture Crew 746. 
She will present a retrospective 
of the Crew’s recent adventures 
and preview the 100-mile canoe 
adventure  p lanned for  th is 
summer. This event is a must-
see for anyone aged 14 to 20 
interested in outdoor skills and 
challenges. The event is Thursday, 
April 9 at the Community Center, 
Room 114, with refreshments 
and conversation at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by the 7 p.m. talk. 
Scouting America Venture Crew 
746 is an organization for all 14- 
to 20-year-old youth that teaches 
leadership, service, teamwork and 
resilience through adventurous 
outdoor activ it ies , including 
canoeing, backpacking, climbing 
and more. The Greenbelt Rotary 
Club meets every Thursday at the 
Greenway Center IHOP at 8 a.m., 
except the second Thursday of the 
month when club members host 
this evening speaker series. 

A Life in Tandem
O n 

Thursday, 
April 23, 
A Life in 
Ta n d e m 
w i l l  b e 
p l a y i n g 
a t  t h e 
Greenbelt 
Cinema. 
T h i s 
m o v i e 
is  spon-
s o r e d 
b y  t h e 
Keystone 
State Ride (KSR) which raises 
funds for cancer research. KSR 
has raised over $80K for can-
cer research in their first two 
years. The group was founded 
by Dave Wellborn whose fam-
ily has lived in Greenbelt for 
many years. Dave is also a cancer 
survivor and has worked with 
the director to bring this film 
to Greenbelt. Come out to sup-
port this important fundraiser 
to end cancer. Learn more at  
KeystoneStateRide.com.

Garden Tour
Seeks Gardeners

The Greenbelt Rotary Club is 
hosting its first Greenbelt Garden 
Tour on Saturday, June 6 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The tour is a 
fundraiser for Rotary community 
activities. Five gardeners have al-
ready committed to participating, 
and the club is seeking more, 
especially in Greenbelt East and 
West. The club plans to include 
5-10 home gardens and com-
munity garden plots, both orna-
mental and food gardens, and 
will select gardens for a variety 
of content and location. Garden-
ers in Greenbelt East, Center or 
West should respond at https://
tinyurl.com/2wu6wuzc. The club 
is also seeking sponsors at https://
tinyurl.com/hk8azyux. To learn 
more about the tour and Green-
belt Rotary's community service 
activities, see https://tinyurl.com/
ucyf2n7a. 

Health Foods Make 
Cents, Fight Diabetes

Did you know that people who 
eat plant-based meals are less 
likely to ever develop diabetes, 
and if you have diabetes, plant-
based meals can help to improve 
blood sugar levels and prevent 
complications?

Come Wednesday, April 15, 6 
to 8 p.m. to the Community Cen-
ter Dining Room to learn to make 
and taste some simple, budget-
friendly diabetes-fighting recipes. 
Program free, donations accepted.

Democratic Club
Candidate Forum

The Roosevelt Democratic 
Club invites the community to 
a Candidates Forum on Sunday, 
April 19 for Maryland’s Fourth 
Congressional District. Come hear 
directly from the candidates, learn 
about their priorities and ask the 
questions that matter most ‒ all 
before Election Day. The meeting 
starts at 2 p.m. in the Greenbriar 
community building.

Golden Age Club 
The Golden Age Club meets 

on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

The following is the schedule 
for the remaining meetings in 
April.

A p r i l  1 5 ,  A n n i v e r s a r y 
Luncheon, Holiday Inn, College 
Park

April 22, Spring Ticket Auc-
tion. Bring small bills to bid.

April 29, Bingo 

Goddard’s MAD Theater
Presents Comedy

Goddard’s  M AD Theater 
presents Ken Ludwig’s comedy 
Moon Over Buffalo from April 
10 to 25 at the Barney & Bea 
Recreation Center on Good Luck 
Road. The play is directed by 
Randy Barth and produced by 
Greenbelter Susan Breon. Each 
show will begin with a musical 
cabaret entitled Wrong Turn, 
Right Song, immediately followed 
by the play. Visit madtheater.
org for more information and 
tickets, which must be purchased 
in advance.

The play is a comedy about 
a husband-and-wife acting duo, 
George (played by Greenbelter 
Jon Gardner) and Charlotte Hay, 
who are performing in repertory 
in Buffalo, N.Y., in 1953. Their 
careers are on the brink of disas-
ter when they learn that famous 
film director Frank Capra might 
be coming to see their show, giv-
ing them a potential last chance 
at Hollywood stardom. However, 
everything that can go wrong does 
go wrong.  With slamming doors, 
mistaken identities and costume 
malfunctions, this hilarious play 
has all of the classic elements of 
a farce. Parental guidance sug-
gested: some material may not be 
suitable for children.

GHI Bike Commi�ee
Hosts Spring Social

The GHI Bicycle Committee 
will sponsor a Spring Social for 
Saturday, April 18 from 1 to 3 
p.m. in the board room of the 
GHI Building, 1 Hamilton Place.

Members of the Greenbelt 
City Council will take part in 
a panel discussion on bicycle 
infrastructure in Greenbelt. The 
forum, including questions from 
the audience, will focus on recent 
infrastructure improvements, such 
as the bicycle repair stations, and 
outline future infrastructure plans.

Following the forum, partici-
pants will have the usual gear 
swap to trade or give away un-
wanted bicycle gear. Bring no- 
longer-needed gear to the social 
and find something useful in re-
turn. Refreshments will be served.

Art Studio Open 
House & Sale

The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 
Program will host an Art Studio 
Open House and Sale on Sunday, 
May 3 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
Community Center. Tour the 
studios of the center’s eight art-
ists in residence and mingle with 
Greenbelt Recreation arts instruc-
tors; several artists will have work 
available for purchase. Visit the 
art gallery and participate in free 
hands-on activities for all ages. 
See details as they are announced 
at greenbeltmd.gov/arts. 

Greenbelt Chess Club
April Meetings 

The Greenbelt Chess Club will 
meet on the Tuesdays of April 
14, April 21 and April 28. The 
meetings are held at the Youth 
Center from 6:30 to 8:50 p.m. 
The club welcomes people of all 
ages and skill levels. To be added 
to the mailing list, visit tinyurl.
com/ycy2nz4m and complete the 
brief form. Email questions to 
greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com.

Dave Wellborn adver-

tises the movie.
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Playground Plogging: 
Safe & Sparkly Spaces 

Looking for a fun Earth Day 
activity? Try plogging, or picking 
up litter while jogging. Odd as 
it may sound, the new “sport” 
is becoming extremely popular 
with runners worldwide, many of 
whom are posting images of them-
selves and friends holding bags of 
trash on social media. 

On Earth Day, Wednesday, 
April 22, Greenbelt Plogs, a 
RUAK (Random Unselfish Acts 
of Kindness) initiative, will be 
cleaning up around the many city 
playgrounds in all of Greenbelt, 
making them safe and sparkly. 

Those interested should con-
tact Robert Goldberg-Strassler at 
spreadruak@gmail.com and let 
him know where they’ll be plog-
ging, or ask where ploggers are 
needed, so as to coordinate efforts 
and  spread 
the wealth of 
engagement. 

Eyes on Earth at GSFC
Activities for Children 

Activities and demonstrations 
for children ages 3 to 5 will be 
held on Thursday, April 16 from 
9 to 10 a.m. at the Goddard 
Space Flight Center Visitor 
Center during a special morning 
hour before they open to the 
public. Registration is required 
for each child participant. At least 
one parent or guardian must be 
on site for the entire program. 
Registration information can be 
found at eventbrite.com/cc/nasa-
goddard-v is i tor-
center-3091729. 
The GSFC Visitor 
Center is at 9432 
Greenbelt Road.

http://KeystoneStateRide.com
https://tinyurl.com/2wu6wuzc
https://tinyurl.com/2wu6wuzc
https://tinyurl.com/hk8azyux
https://tinyurl.com/hk8azyux
https://tinyurl.com/ucyf2n7a
https://tinyurl.com/ucyf2n7a
http://madtheater.org
http://madtheater.org
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://eventbrite.com/cc/nasa-goddard-visitor-center-3091729
http://eventbrite.com/cc/nasa-goddard-visitor-center-3091729
http://eventbrite.com/cc/nasa-goddard-visitor-center-3091729
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"O SON OF SPIRIT! My first counsel is this: Possess a pure, 

kindly and radiant heart, that thine may be a sovereignty 

ancient, imperishable and everlasting." – Bahá’u’lláh

www.greenbeltbahais.org

Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Yael Fischman

Mishkan Torah
10 Ridge Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 474-4223

www.mishkantorah.org

A welcoming, inclusive, and friendly 

synagogue offers something for everyone:  

young, old, single, married, and 

both Jewish and interfaith families.

Services at 8:00pm Friday and  
9:45am Saturday in person and on Zoom

For more information, visit MishkanTorah.org or call 301-474-4223 

A Dual-Affiliated Reconstructionist and Conservative congregation

10 Ridge Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770

April 12, 2026, at 3 p.m.

Everybody Plays the Fool
Anthony Jenkins with Worship Associate Erin Wiley

In the spirit of our April theme (Thanks) and of April Fool’s Day, we’ll  

gratefully explore the experience of looking foolish (i.e. mistakes, missteps,  

misadventures) as a very necessary component of spiritual growth. 

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship service held at 

University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Living Generously in a World that Holds Back

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors

Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

A funeral Mass will be held 
for Jackie Magness (obituary 
in the February 12 issue) on 
Friday, April 17 at 11 a.m. 
at Our Lady Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church, 2700 19th 
Street South, Arlington, Va.

T h e  f u n e r a l  w i l l 
b e  l i v e s t r e a m e d  o n 
t h e  c h u r c h  w e b s i t e  a t 
ourladyqueenofpeace .org .  
Click on either the YouTube 
or Facebook icon to view the 
livestream; an account is not 
needed for either platform. 
The livestream starts a few 
minutes before the Mass 
time and will have Jackie 
Magness listed as the title. A 
reception will follow at the 
same location. Jackie’s remains 
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Jackie Magness

Jackie Magness Funeral April 17

will be interred at Arlington 
National Cemetery alongside her 
late husband at a date yet to be 
determined.

Letters cont'd from p.2
O ver  the  nex t  few  d ays 

in town, I walked around the 
lake, where Chris fished and we 
watched the fireworks as chil-
dren, saw the Youth Center where 
Chris spent many hours playing 
basketball and visited 10-A Cres-
cent where our family lived for 
more than 60 years. Thank you 
to Sheila Maffay-Tuthill who al-
lowed me a peek inside the old 
homestead and shared Greenbelt’s 
plans for the property. There were 
many memories, my mother’s aza-
leas were starting to bloom and 
my Dad’s handiwork had endured 
the test of time.

Chris loved Greenbelt, its 
nature, the Blues Festival, ball-
fields, the Labor Day Festival and 
playgrounds. Of his 65 too-short 
years, he lived there over 50 of 
them. In his way Chris needed 
Greenbelt, its loyalty, its reliabil-
ity, its forgiveness, its reliance, its 
space and simple beauty.

Thank you Greenbelt for show-
ing up for one of your own.

Diane Dwyer Terre�

New Deal Heritage 
Center Not Needed

In reference to Frank Gervasi’s 
proposal to have the Armory 
house a New Deal heritage site, 
while laudable, cost concerns 
along with other proposed city 

uses for the Armory make this 
proposal unnecessary and duplica-
tive.

 Greenbelt has a museum high-
lighting the Roosevelts and the 
New Deal era. Over the past de-
cade it has doubled in size and 
programming. There are numerous 
1930s structures, sculpture and 
architectural elements throughout 
the city from the New Deal era, 
as well as a number of informative 
plaques.

Anniversary books have been 
published and the various local co-
operatives reference the New Deal 
era. The Greenbelt News Review 
periodically publishes articles on 
events and people from the 1930s 
and 1940s. 

The FDR memorial at the D.C. 
Tidal Basin pays homage to Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, as 
does the museum, visitor center 
and presidential library in Hyde 
Park, N.Y., along with the near-
by Eleanor Roosevelt home and 
visitor center. I have visited both. 
I recall references to the three 
Greenbelt towns and public hous-
ing projects at both sites.

These, along with numerous 
written and archival materials, 
show there is no lack of trib-
utes to the New Deal and the  
Roosevelts.

Robert Snyder

GHI Special Member 
Meeting:

Proposed Purchase of 
121 Centerway

Thursday, April 9, 2026 at 7 
p.m.

Youth Center Gymnasium
99 Centerway, Greenbelt

City Notes
Spring camps and activities 

offered by Recreation included 
two annual egg hunts and, at 
Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 
a five-day basketball clinic and 
a community soccer game with 
Greenbelt Police.

Parks/Ballfields repaired the 
skate park fence and installed 
wood fiber chips in the dog park. 
Streets removed a concrete pad 
at Braden Field and installed a 
camera at Schrom Hills Park. 
Facilities Maintenance installed 
chiller pipes on the Community 
Center roof and replaced a pump 
at the Aquatic & Fitness Center. 
Recycling/Sustainability attended 
a national meeting on recycling 
plastics. 

Animal Shelter residents are 
five cats, five kittens and a dog af-
ter three adoptions. Of 117 spay/
neuter vouchers issued, 71 have 
been redeemed. Code Enforce-
ment inspected 14 commercial 
suites and 15 rentals. 

Therapeutic Recreation, Rang-
ers and Information Technology 
met with seniors for a monthly 
Tech Café. 

During March, CARES coun-
seled 212 clients, mentored 17 
aspirants for GED and six for 
workforce development, tutored 
17 school students and 13 ESOL 
students.

Poetry in The Garden
The public is invited to join 

our meeting on Sunday, April 12 
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the clubhouse 
at Schrom Hills Park. Light re-
freshments will be served. 

Read a favorite poem, listen to 
others or make comments relevant 
to the poem. All ages and back-
grounds are welcome.

Virginia bluebells, a native plant

Looking up through the flowers of magnolia "butterflies"

- Photos by Ditte McInnes

From Mary Lou’s Garden

Museum Hosts  
Welcome Spring

Greenbelt Museum will hold 
its annual spring open house and 
Welcome Spring event on Sunday, 
April 12 from 1 to 5 p.m. Enjoy 
free house tours and see a dem-
onstration victory garden being 
planted. Children will be able to 
plant a seedling to take home. The 
Museum is at 10 A and B Cres-
cent Road. More information can 
be found at greenbeltmuseum.org.

http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
http://ourladyqueenofpeace.org
http://greenbeltmuseum.org
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MEETINGS FOR APRIL 13 - 17

Wednesday, April 15 at 7 pm, PARK AND RECREATION 

ADVISORY BOARD - Virtual, On the agenda: Council Liaison 

Updates, New Business, Old Business, and Staff updates

Wednesday, April 15 at 7:30 pm, BUDGET WORK SESSION - 

PUBLIC WORKS/CAPITAL PROJECTS

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 
or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. 
For con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For 
information on public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings 
calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, April 13 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION
- Call to Order
- Roll Call
- Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
- Reading of the Greenbelt Community Pledge
- Petitions and Requests
- Consent Agenda
- Committee Reports
-Advisory Planning Board Bylaws Adopted January 7, 2026
- Reappointment to Advisory Board/Committee
- Resignaton from Advisory Board/Committee
- Meetings
- Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
- Presentations
  * National Public Safety Telecommunicator Week Proclamation
  * Animal Control Appreciation Week Proclamation
  * Arbor Day Proclamation
  * Earth Day Proclamation
  * License Plate Reader Camera (LPRC) Presentation
- Minutes
- Administrative Reports
  * Geospatial Roadmap Plan for Administration
- Public Hearing — Proposed Public Utility Tax Rate of $2.50 for Fiscal 
Year 2027

LEGISLATION
- A Resolution to Repeal and Reenact with Amendment Resolution 
Number 2109 to Adopt Standing Rules for the Council of the City of 
Greenbelt, Maryland
- 2nd Reading and Adoption
- A Resolution of the City Council of Greenbelt, Maryland, Proposing an 
Amendment to the City Charter to Establish Collective Bargaining Rights 
for Certain Eligible, Non-Exempt, Non-Managerial and Non-Con¿dential 
City Employees
- 1st Reading

OTHER BUSINESS 
-  Amended Declaration of Covenants for 7010 Greenbelt Road 
(Greenbelt Crossing)
- Discussion: Collective Bargaining Ordinance
- Council Referral to the Board of Elections Regarding Ranked Choice 
Voting
- Council Reports

- Council Activities

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at  
(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts 
for more information and many 
other opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a 
weekly e-newsletter, at www.
greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx.

Artist’s Studio Space 

Apply by 4/17 to the Artist in 
Residence Program at the 
Greenbelt Community Center. 
Monthly rent: $246.11. Info 
and application: https://bit.
ly/4uR1RtO.

April Artful Afternoons 

4/12; 1-2pm & 2-3pm (Greenbelt 
Community Center) 4/19; 
1:30-2:30pm (Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center). Attract 
fairies to your spring garden 
with a ribbon hanging. Sign up 
here: sugeni.us/entx.

Uke Jam 4/12; 1:30-2:30pm 
(Greenbelt Community Center) 
sign-up: sugeni.us/enfB.  
Join other local players for a 
strum- and sing-a-long led by 
Rachel Cross. Free songbooks 
available now to registered 
players! Part of an Artful 
Afternoon.

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• Art Studio Open House and 

Sale: Greenbelt Community 
Center - Part of the Artful 

Afternoon on 5/3, 1-4 pm.

Registration required for the 

following activites. See www.

greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide for 

details.

• Friends & Family Workshop: 

Microquilting 4/17; 5:30-
7:30pm

• Fused Glass Jewelry 

4/19; 11am-12:30pm & 12:30-

1:30pm

OFFICIAL NOTICE - PUBLIC HEARING

The Greenbelt City Council has scheduled a public hearing to be held during 
the Regular Meeting of Council Monday, April 13, 2026 at 7:30 pm

CONCERNING THE PROPOSED PUBLIC UTILITY TAX RATE OF $2.50 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2027.

This is the ¿rst Public Hearing on the proposed Public Utility Tax Rate. Public 
attendance and participation are encouraged. All residents of Greenbelt will 
have a reasonable opportunity to provide written and oral comments and to 
ask questions concerning the proposed Public Utility Tax Rate.

Copies of the proposed Public Utility Tax Rate may be examined at the City 
Of¿ces, 25 Crescent Rd., during normal operating hours. The proposed Public 
Utility Tax Rate is also posted on the City website at http://www.greenbeltmd.
gov. For more information, please call 301-474-8000.

- Shaniya Lashley-Mullen, Deputy City Clerk

OFFICIAL NOTICE - PUBLIC HEARING

The Greenbelt City Council has scheduled a public hearing to be held during 
the Regular Meeting of Council Monday, April 27, 2026 at 7:30 pm

CONCERNING THE PROPOSED BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 
FOR THE GENERAL FUND AND EACH OF THE OTHER FUNDS OF THE 
CITY.

This is the ¿rst of two Public Hearings on the budget. The second will be held 
on Monday, May 11, 2026. The Public Hearing will be held in person at the 
Municipal Building and virtual via Zoom. Public attendance and participation 
are encouraged. All residents of Greenbelt will have a reasonable opportunity 
to provide written and oral comments and ask questions concerning the entire 
budget. Copies of the proposed budget may be examined at the City Of¿ces, 
25 Crescent Rd., during normal operating hours. The proposed budget is 
also posted on the City Web site at http://www.greenbeltmd.gov. For more 
information, please call 301-474-8000.

- Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend 
community organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken 
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after 
being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the 
respective organization directly.

* VOLUNTEER * VACANCIES * 
APPLY FOR A COMMITTEE 

OR BOARD TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an excellent 
opportunity to engage with your 
community and make a difference. 
Choose from a number of committees 
& boards such as the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Advisory 
Committee on Trees, Arts Advisory 
Board, Board of Appeals, Community 
Relations Advisory Board, Ethics 
Commission, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory 
Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability, Park and Recreation 
Advisory Board, or Youth Advisory 
Committee and make a difference in 
Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 
these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

REVENUES & EXPENDITURES
CITY OF GREENBELT

FY2027 PROPOSED BUDGET
235.5

FTE

$41,748,149

Revenues

$14,363,507
Public Safety

$5,527,242
Public Works

$1,726,046
Greenbelt CARES

$8,955,738
Recreation & Parks

$373,640
Miscellaneous

$1,440,400
Non-Departmental

$2,440,929
Fund Transfers

$1,429,251
Planning & Development

$5,484,494
General Government

$25,714,412
Real Estate Taxes

$1,612,500
Personal Property Taxes

$5,612,917
Other Taxes

$1,267,500
Licenses & Permits

$1,468,800
Intergovernmental

$2,428,900
Charges for Services

$1,214,520
Fines & Forfeitures

$300,000
Interest

$296,900
Miscellaneous Revenue

$1,831,700
Interfund Transfers

13.14%

3.42%

34.41%

13.24%

4.14%

21.46%

0.90%

3.45%

5.85%

61.59%

3.86%

13.44%

3.04%

3.52%

5.82%

2.91%

0.72%

0.71%

4.39%

26
FTE

9
FTE

74
FTE

54
FTE

10.9
FTE

61.6
FTE

$41,741,246

Expenditures

BUDGET WORK SESSION SCHEDULE

The Greenbelt City Council will hold a series of work sessions throughout April and 
May to review and discuss the FY2027 Proposed Budget with City sta�. Community 
members are encouraged to tune in or attend to learn more about upcoming plans 
and priorities for our city.

Join us in person at 25 Crescent Road, or virtually via YouTube, the Greenbelt website 
at www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV livestream, Zoom, or on Verizon and Comcast 
cable channels.

View the full schedule of work session dates below:

• (April 15) Budget Work Session - Public Works and Capital Projects

• (April 20) Budget Work Session - Miscellaneous, Grants & Contributions, 
CARES, Greenbelt Cinema

• (April 22) Budget Work Session - Recreation

• (April 27) 1st Public Hearing

• (April 29) Budget Work Session - Public Safety

• (May 4) Budget Work Session - Green Ridge House

• (May 6) Budget Work Session - Recognition Groups (Group 1)

• (May 11) 2nd Public Hearing

• (May 13) Budget Work Session - Recognition Groups (Group 2)

• (May 18) Budget Work Session - Final Budget Review

• (May 26)  Budget Adoption

GREENBELT LITTLE LEAGUE OPENING DAY
Saturday, April 11 from 10 - 11 am 

Braden Baseball Fields, 101 Centerway

Join us for the opening day of Greenbelt Little 
League’s 75th season! Come celebrate the milestone 
with food truck’s, rafÀes, and the parade of teams. 
Included in the opening day ceremonies will be a 
ribbon cutting for the newly renovated baseball ¿elds.

EARTH DAY KAYAK CLEANUP
Saturday, April 25 from 10 am - 1 pm 

Buddy Attick Lake Park, 555 Crescent Rd

In partnership with Venture Crew 746 and the Greenbelt 
Rotary Club, volunteers will work with City staff to remove 
debris from the lake and plant along the shoreline to 
support a healthier local ecosystem.

Use the QR code to sign up in advance.

SERVSAFE FOOD CERTIFICATION COURSE
(NEW) Thursdays, May 7, 14, 21, and 28 from 6-9 pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

Sharpen your food safety knowledge and earn your ServSafe Certi¿cation 
with this comprehensive, instructor-led course. ServSafe is the leading 
food safety training and certi¿cation program from the National Restaurant 
Association, offering certi¿cation for food service professionals to prevent 
food-borne illness and meet health regulations.

Class #: 257201-1 
Register today via RecTrac, by emailing tgreen@greenbeltmd.gov, or in 
person at the Greenbelt Community Center.

NEW FOOD DISTRIBUTION DATE FOR APRIL
Thursday, April 23 at 1 - 3 pm, while supplies last 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, GFE

The Monthly Food Distribution is a community resource here for you, 
your family, your neighbors - everyone! Please don’t forget to bring your 
CAFB card! Don’t have one? You can sign-up for a free card sameday and 
receive food.
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PGCPS continued from page 1

 IN MEMORIAM: JENKINS

 We don’t know much about Jen-

kins’ Įrst year, but he found his way 
from Florence, S.C., to the Washing-

ton, D.C., area thanks to an animal 
rescue service in September, 2009. He 
lived in HyaƩsville with his adopted 
family for the next 10 years, where 
he earned a reputaƟon as an escape 
arƟst and congenial fellow, connecƟng his people with many neigh-

bors. 
 Over Ɵme, Jenkins grew into a canine who commanded re-

spect, demonstraƟng maturity and purpose. Many who met him 
addressed him as “Mister,” “Sir,” or “Mr. J.” 
 AŌer the family moved to Greenbelt in 2019, Jenkins explored 
all the streets and trails of Old Greenbelt, oŌen wanƟng to Įnd 
new ways to navigate through the city. He carried an expectaƟon 
of acceptance through any doorway, frequenƟng dog-friendly busi-
nesses regularly. He loved to go shopping and to hang out with 
people listening to music or dining. As an elder, Jenkins was a 
steady presence, gently guiding, inviƟng us to savor every moment, 
as he seemed to — well into his 17th year. 
 He departed from this existence March 13, with his loved ones 
by his side. A CelebraƟon of Life will be held on April 17 at the 
family home. Contact Elizabeth Arnold for details.  

School News

not language immersion programs 
at K-8 lottery schools), cutting IB 
programs at the elementary and 
middle school levels (though con-
tinuing the high school program) 
and discontinuing AVID courses 
(for college and career readiness 
in grades 6-12). The rationale for 
these cuts is under-enrollment and 
disproportionate costs that serve 
few students, says Joseph (see the 
February 5 issue). 

However, the budget also cuts 
funding for staffing at magnet pro-
grams, an assistant principal and 
professional school counselor for 
the science and technology (S&T) 
magnet programs at Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, Charles Herbert Flowers 
and Oxon Hill high schools and 
an assistant principal and coun-
selor for the aerospace magnet 
program at DuVal High (see the 
February 19 issue). Entrance to 
those programs is competitive and 
capped by the district. 

Families are currently select-
ing programs for their children to 
enter this fall; some are accepting 
seats for specialty programs or 
watching waitlist numbers with 
anticipation.

“Families should feel confident 
that [they] are accepted into our 
specialty programs, including our 
science and technology program, 
that they will continue to oper-
ate and remain a part of Prince 
George’s County Public Schools 
offerings,” said Joseph. “As all 
districts facing significant fiscal 
pressure [we] will continue to 
monitor enrollment, monitor out-
comes and sustainability to ensure 
programs remain strong and equi-
table,” he told the News Review. 

Asked if he felt confident those 
programs can continue at the 
caliber that they have been de-
spite the reductions outlined in 
the budget snapshot, Joseph said, 
“Absolutely.”

ERHS S&T

We also asked Eleanor Roose-
velt High School (ERHS) Princi-
pal Portia Barnes about how the 
cuts to S&T staffing will impact 
the program there. “Science and 
Technology students will receive 
the same support from their grade 
level team,” said Barnes. “Each 
team has an administrator and 
two professional school counsel-
ors, [so] while the cut has an 
impact, it does not impact in a 
manner that prevents the Sci-
ence and Technology students 
from receiving the direct support 
from those positions,” Barnes 
told the News Review. “While it 
is certainly impactful, the ERHS 
Science and Technology program 
has a very strong academic and 
organizational structure; I feel 
very confident we will be able to 
pivot and it will not place our 
program or students at a deficit,” 
Barnes said. “While we are los-
ing the positions, the program is 
designed with a Science and Tech-
nology Coordinator who is sup-
ported by our STEM staff and the 
entire administration and guidance 
teams,” she explained. This sum-
mer, under the proposed budget, 
S&T programs will also lose the 
summer bridge program that has 
traditionally oriented incoming 
S&T students and helped prepare 
them for the program. “Summer 
Bridge is an opportunity for our 
incoming Science and Technol-
ogy students to get acclimated to 
the program expectations and be 
exposed to lessons, activities and 

team building.  It requires funds 
for staffing and resources. If we 
do not have the funds we cannot 
offer it; however, the ERHS Sci-
ence and Technology team along 
with the support of the PGCPS 
STEM office are brainstorming 
how to provide some form of en-
gagement,” Barnes told the News 
Review. 

Redeploying Resources

PGCPS has to look at the 
current resources they have and 
figure out how to “redeploy them 
in a way that allows us to have 
greater consistency in building ca-
pacity,” says Joseph. “You have to 
have high support and high expec-
tations and rigorous curriculum 
to scale. … We’re in the process 
of building a new strategic plan 
that will be out July 1. And when 
that plan comes out, a big part of 
that plan is thinking about how 
we build capacity and what that 
looks like, particularly in reading 
and mathematics.”

Pockets of Excellence?

We asked Joseph if he sees 
what he has called “pockets of 
excellence” and “islands of excel-
lence,” as programmatic rather 
than geographic and if he sees 
a way to expand successful pro-
grams, to admit more students to 
science and tech models, for ex-
ample, and how he sees specialty 
programs and magnet programs 
fitting into a system that’s moving 
away from “pockets of excellence.” 

“I think it’s important for me 
to say, I was the principal of one 
of the highest performing magnet 
programs in Maryland,” replied 
Joseph, who was principal of 
Roberto Clemente Middle School 
in Montgomery County, which he 
explained had both a mathemat-
ics magnet and a humanities and 
media magnet program. “I was the 
Maryland State Principal of the 
Year in 2009 for the approach we 
took to not only look at the re-
sources that those schools within 
the schools carry, but how we 
leveraged their presence to raise 

the level of quality expectation 
… across the entire school there 
back from those days in 2005 to 
2009. So, I believe in magnet edu-
cation,” he says. “I’m very versed 
with what it takes to really not 
only run one, but to make sure 
students are going off and living 
out their wildest dream. But I 
believe that we must focus on en-
suring all kids in every neighbor-
hood have high quality options. I 
think we have to use the limited 
resources that we have to ensure 
just that.”

Prince George’s County’s mag-
net schools and specialty pro-
grams have origins in attempts at 
desegregation and equity them-
selves. They give children op-
portunities to study at a school 
outside their geographical bound-
ary, through lottery applications 
or seats that are offered based on 
grades rather than parent applica-
tions. “I think Prince George’s 
County’s magnet history had … 
more to do with working with 
the desegregation policies and 
things we went through. We’re a 
much different district than we 
were in the 1980s at this moment. 
And so … I think that there’s an 
opportunity to keep the strength 
of the current specialty programs 
that are in place, but also work 
to scale quality in those non- 
specialty programs. And that’s re-
ally what I’m focused on.”

Scaling Quality

How do you scale quality? “I 
think you invest in professional 
development. You invest in tech-
nology that helps you focus on 
consistency and feedback much 
better. I think you make invest-
ments in resources, high quality 
resources so all kids have access 
to high quality resources. You 
look at the ecosystem,” he said. 
“We are an environment that is 
rich in science and technology 
and institutions,” said Joseph. “We 
can partner with them. We’ve got 
to be competitive to recruit and 
retain the best teachers.”

So, with a focus on reducing 
variance, does Joseph see magnet 
schools, immersion and IB in the 
future of Prince George’s County 
in five years and 10 years? “I do,” 
says Joseph. 

Asked about his equity presen-
tation that advocates a “reversal” 
from concentrations of excellence 
and “redistribution” to “excellence 
at scale,” Joseph says, “I wasn’t 
talking about taking anything 
away. The term [reversal] … re-
ferred to reducing systemwide 
variance and access and resource 
allocation, not abandoning the 
excellent specialty programs we 
have. And again, under fiscal pres-
sure over time … excellence can 
become concentrated in specific 
programs. And our goal … the 

A slide from the budget equity presentation of PGCPS Interim Superinten-

dent Shawn Joseph

reversal is about interrupting the 
patterns of inequity by strength-
ening high quality opportunities 
more consistently across the dis-
trict, not eliminating the programs 
that we currently have.”

“I feel good about where we 
landed,” says Joseph of the budg-
et. “I feel like we can continue 
to grow all of our students, all of 
our 132,000 students in the dis-
trict, and be very thoughtful and 
methodical.”

The PGCPS Budget Snapshot 
can be viewed here: https ://
tinyurl.com/p9vd7fmb.

The author has children who 

attend a PGCPS K-8 immersion 

program not directly impacted by 

the budget cuts.

After spring break, Prince 
George’s County Public Schools 
(PGCPS) returned to a slightly 
longer school day on Tuesday, 
April 7. The day will be five min-
utes longer until the end of the 
school year on June 18. 

The Office of School Support 
and Leadership worked with IT 
and transportation to provide 
guidance to school principals, Se-
nior Public Information Specialist 
Lynn McCawley told the News 
Review. “Every school was asked 
to add five minutes to their bell 
schedule,  either at the start or 
the end of the day – whichever 
worked best for their  schools – to 
help meet state-mandated  hours 
for instruction that  were lost due 
to inclement weather.” 

“Schools will determine how 
this additional time is scheduled 
within their daily routines,” says 
the PGCPS website announce-
ment.

There are no changes to 
school bus schedules with the 
slightly longer day. That is be-

PGCPS Adds Five Extra Minutes 

To School Day; Buses Unchanged
by Anna Bedford-Dillow

cause there is “a buffer built in 
that can absorb those five min-
utes without needing to change 
route times,” says McCawley.   
Some parents report that their 
children already routinely miss the 
start of the instructional day due 
to the bus schedule, while others 
arrive within the buffer that Mc-
Cawley says is in place.

The five minutes a day, along 
with converting some early dis-
missals and previous days off 
to full instruction days, is part 
of PGCPS’ agreement with the 
state to make up lost time due to 
inclement weather days. The state 
already granted county schools a 
waiver of the requirement of 180 
instructional days in the year so 
that they do not need to hold 
school past June 18.

The author has two students 

who attend PGCPS. 
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CALL US AT 301-474-4144

Computer Guided Dental Implants
Easier, safer and more accurate implant 

placement for our dental patients.

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

The Prince George’s County 
Board of Education has approved 
a new policy establishing clear 
protocols for Prince George’s 
County Public Schools (PGCPS) 
staff when interacting with immi-
gration enforcement agents. Ad-
opted March 26, the policy out-
lines how administrators and staff 
should respond if immigration 
enforcement agents are present 
on school property, with an em-
phasis on safeguarding students’ 
rights, minimizing disruption and 
maintaining secure learning envi-
ronments.

The policy has several impor-
tant provisions: “The Board does 
not consent to the conduct of 
immigration enforcement opera-
tions on school property” and 
designates private spaces (class-
rooms, school buses and other 
instructional spaces) where im-
migration officials may not enter 
without permission unless they 
have a judicial warrant or in case 
of exigent circumstances (emer-
gency situations that constitute an 
imminent threat to public safety). 

T he  po l i cy  des i gnates  a 
PGCPS official from the central 
office to be “the primary point 
of contact for issues related to 
immigration enforcement.” The 
designee will be tasked with de-
veloping a communication plan 
that informs the community about 
immigration enforcement activi-
ties occurring in PGCPS schools 
and making resources (immigrant 
students’ rights to receive an edu-
cation, information about protec-
tions, and legal and mental health 
information) available to parents. 
The superintendent/designee will 
also oversee staff receiving “pro-
fessional development addressing 
the steps that they are required to 
take if immigration enforcement 
agents appear on school property, 
or during extracurricular events,” 
whom to contact at PGCPS and 
how to document any actions that 
ensue. Staff can deny immigra-
tion enforcement agents access to 
private spaces in the school, but 
they may not interfere with or 
“attempt to conceal any person 
… or assist any person in evad-
ing the immigration enforcement 
agent.” There are also procedures 
in cases where agents present a 
judicial warrant or assert that 
exigent circumstances exist or 
where students or staff members 
are taken into custody as a result 
of an enforcement action.

District leaders say the policy 
is designed to ensure schools 
remain safe, supportive spaces 

New Policy to Protect Students

During Immigration Enforcement 
by Mary Sies and Chris Stark

where all students can learn with-
out fear, while providing staff 
with consistent, legally grounded 
guidance for handling these situ-
ations. “This policy underscores 
the district’s dedication to equity, 
student protection and compli-
ance with federal and state laws, 
while providing guidance on safe-
guarding student information and 
outlining procedures for school 
personnel when interacting with 
immigration authorities,” said 
Board Member Aimee Olivo, vice 
chair of the Board’s Policy and 
Governance Committee which 
was instrumental in drafting this 
policy. 

Several representatives from 
We Are CASA, the immigrant 
advocacy organization, attended a 
news conference on Thursday eve-
ning in support of the measure. 
“The new school policy reflects 
the protective measures urgently 
needed to ensure that all students, 
regardless of race, ethnicity or 
circumstance, feel truly welcome 
and valued in our school com-
munities. When students feel safe, 
attendance improves and families 
are more engaged. PGCPS has 
demonstrated a clear commit-
ment to our Maryland values 
and stands as an example to all 
school systems seeking to estab-
lish protective policies that are 
truly responsive to the authentic 
needs of their most impacted 
students during this time of deep 
fear and anxiety,” said Shannon 
Wilk, director of education at We 
Are CASA.

Schools may enact a shelter-in-
place protocol if immigration en-
forcement enters or comes within 
1,000 feet of school property. 
Principals have the authority to 
implement this measure. 

Students from the Robotics 
Club at Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School (ERHS), known as Area 
53 Robotics, earned top recogni-
tion at the Maryland State Robot-
ics Championship on March 15 
at the University of Maryland’s 
Ritchie Coliseum.

More than 50 qualifying teams 
from across Maryland competed 
in the championship event. Area 
53 Robotics had an outstanding 
showing, with Squads C, D, E 
and F advancing to the Round of 
16. Squads C and D continued 
their impressive run to the semi-
finals, delivering strong perfor-
mances against some of the top 
teams in the state.

Squad E earned the prestigious 
Design Award, which recognizes 
the team that best documents 
its engineering design process 
through a detailed engineering 
notebook reviewed by a panel of 
qualified judges. Among the many 
strong submissions, Squad E’s 

ERHS Robotics Club Advances

To VEX World Championship
by Praveen Noojipady

notebook stood out for its thor-
ough documentation, thoughtful 
design iterations and clear dem-
onstration of engineering problem-
solving, ultimately earning the top 
honor. With this achievement, 
Squad E advances to the VEX 
Robotics World Championship, 
to be held April 21 to 25 in St. 
Louis.

This accomplishment also 
marks a milestone for the ERHS 
Robotics Club, which has now 
advanced to the world champi-
onship three consecutive years, 
completing a remarkable hat trick 
of qualifications.

The achievement highlights the 
dedication, creativity and team-
work of the Area 53 Robotics stu-
dents, who continue to represent 
their school and community with 
excellence.

Praveen Noojipady is a parent 

and assistant coach for Area 53 

Robotics.

Squad E, from left: ERHS technology teacher and head coach Karen Bo-

goski, ERHS students Violet Ridge (junior), Meghana Noojipady (junior 

and squad lead), Antony Lin (freshman), Loriel Nickel (sophomore) and 

John Kelly (senior)
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Library Parking Lot 
Work April 14 and 15

Excavation work will begin to 
prepare for the installation of new 
Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging 
Stations in the Greenbelt Library 
parking lot. 

To run the service line to the 
breaker box, crews will tempo-
rarily close the parking lot that 
serves the Greenbelt Library and 
Community Center overnight 
from 10 p.m. on Tuesday, April 
14 to 7 a.m. on Wednesday, April 
15. 

There may be some noise dur-
ing these hours; residents' pa-
tience and understanding is ap-
preciated

Contact 301-474-8000 for more 
information.

http://www.mccarldental.com
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COUNCIL continued from page 1BELTWAY PLAZA continued from page 1

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt
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Tag us on your next Co-op run!
@greenbeltcoop

Greenbelt Co-op Supermarket & Pharmacy

SPRING BRUNCH STARTS HERE!SPRING BRUNCH STARTS HERE!

Heat & Eat
Available at the Deli

House-made
QUICHE

Perfect pairings
for brunch

Spring
WINES

& Veggies

Fresh
FRUITS

Donuts, bread, & more

Fresh
BAKERY

Add a pop of color
to your table

Blooming
FLOWERS

Shop Local.
Eat Well.

Feel Good.

Local strawberries coming soon!

detention facilities (HB 1018, SB 
985) may, if enacted, have policy 
implications but limited direct 
impact on the city.

Not Moving Further

Several bills of interest which 
are not moving further through 
the legislative process include the 
“bottle bill” (SB 342) as it is op-
posed by some groups. The Vot-
ing Rights Act of 2026 (HB 350, 
SB 255) did not cross over to the 
Senate. HB 577, SB 159 SB 334 
regarding firearm modifications, 
a bill about ambulance medical 
services (HB 779, SB 0439) and 
related to it, HB 797 about em-
ployment discrimination against 
fire and rescue employees, and 
HB 1223 about farmers markets 
and street vending, which could 
have affected inspection and en-
forcement, also did not cross over.

Pausing the presentation for 
questions, Jordan expressed dis-
appointment that the bottle bill 
is not moving forward, as many 
residents had expressed strong 
feelings that it would have a posi-
tive effect on the environment. 
Carrington informed council that 
in states in which it was law, it 
had become controversial.

County Legislation

Tarlow began his presentation 
by reminding council that national 
issues such as immigration, law 
enforcement and the environment 
are influencing local legislation 

without naming specific bills. He 
said county council is responding 
aggressively to immigration en-
forcement and childcare issues. A 
resolution to set up a workgroup 
to streamline development, includ-
ing changing permitting require-
ments (CB-014-2026), has passed.

“Quality of life” issues were 
the basis of new legislation now 
in committee. One bill would 
raise fees for liquor stores, storage 
facilities and tobacco and firearm 
retailers. Tarlow noted that Prince 
George’s County has the second 
highest concentration of liquor 
stores per resident of any munici-
pality [sic] in the country.

A bill that would remove the 
exemption from site plan review 
for data centers is in committee, 
Tarlow reported, from which en-
sued a council discussion about 
regulating data centers.

Impact on Greenbelt

Of the legislation he is moni-
toring, Tarlow said, the recently 
adopted Prince George’s County 
Council Community Ownership 
Program Rules and Regulations 
resolution (CB-005-2026) may 
impact Greenbelt most by impos-
ing new requirements on commu-
nications within homeowner and 
condominium associations and 
housing cooperatives.

Jordan asked Tarlow and Car-
rington for their opinion on how 
council may have the most impact 

on legislation affecting Greenbelt, 
and both said that attending com-
mittee and public hearings would 
be the most beneficial.

In conclusion, Jordan noted 
that the end of one legislative ses-
sion leads to the beginning of the 
next and council needs to remain 
continuously informed.

“The plan is to leave the mall 
untouched for the most part,” 
Wine said.

The project is designed to be 
built in phases, with construc-
tion largely focused on underused 
areas of the property, including 
parking lots. Existing business-
es are expected to remain open 
throughout the process.

“We’re not going to be evict-
ing anybody, no one,” Wine said. 
“The whole plan is to keep every-
one open.”

Stalled Progress

Despite early approvals, prog-
ress has stalled in recent years 
due to financial obstacles. Wine 
said the primary barrier has been 
securing funding in a difficult eco-
nomic climate.

“That’s the entirety of the ob-
stacle,” he said, referring to fi-
nancing challenges.

According to Wine, a previous-
ly lined-up development partner 
withdrew from the project due to 
rising costs, forcing the company 
to restart its search.

The requested six-year exten-
sion is intended to address that 
uncertainty.

“The extension is really just to 
buy us more time to find some-
one that can help finance the 
project,” Wine said.

Potential Impacts

For residents and local busi-
ness owners, the delay raises 
questions about when the long-
anticipated transformation will 
take shape.

Some merchants remain opti-
mistic about the potential impact. 
Regina Bethea, owner of Laugh 
Out Loud (LOL) Stations Mega 
Fun Center, said the redevelop-
ment could bring new life to the 
area. LOL came to Greenbelt in 
2011 and Bethea had a vision 
of a family venue where people 
could come together and make 
memories. She went on to bring 
children’s theater to the mall 
(see the September 28, 2023 
News Review) and had plans for 
a childcare facility in the mall. 
Though Bethea has since decided 
to retire, she’s excited about what 
the redevelopment will mean for 
the area.

“It’s an amazing concept to be 
able to have that vacant space in 
the back parking side to create 
affordable housing,” said Bethea. 
“I’m hoping it’s affordable, but at 
least to create more housing in 
the area that’s multi-mixed use.” 

In February, however, the 
Greenbelt City Council sent a let-
ter to M-NCPPC expressing con-
cern that the new Springhill Lake 
Elementary School building will 
not accommodate the estimated 
350 additional students projected 
to live in the 2,500 new units 
approved in the Beltway Plaza 
residential construction (see the 
March 5, 2026 issue). 

New Recreation Facility

Plans also include community-
oriented features, such as a recre-
ation facility to be created after 
part of an existing building is 
removed during later phases of 
development.

Community member and Chair 
of the City’s Advisory Planning 
Board Ben Friedman is particu-
larly excited about the recreation 
possibilities for the Franklin Park 
area that will be part of the new 
development. The part of the 
building that once housed Sports 
Authority and is currently home 
to LOL Stations will become a 
recreation facility for the city, 
Friedman told the News Review.

Upcoming Upgrades

Bethea suggests that revital-
izing the aging shopping center 
could help retain local spending.

“It’s high time that that mall 
was redeveloped and improved 
to keep the money in Greenbelt,” 
Bethea said.

In the meantime, Wine says 
Quantum Companies is continu-
ing to invest in the current mall, 
including upgrades and new food 
options to keep the space active.

“We’re adding a mini food 
court with lots of different ethnic 
foods, which is very exciting,” 
Wine said.

While the extension does not 
guarantee the project’s comple-
tion, it preserves the developer’s 
ability to move forward if finan-
cial conditions improve.

For now, the future of Beltway 
Plaza remains in a holding pat-
tern, one that reflects both the 
ambitions and the challenges of 
redevelopment in an unpredictable 
economic climate.

Laura Charleston 

is a student at the 

University of Mary-

land’s Philip Merrill 

College of Journal-

ism interning with 

the Greenbelt News 

Review.

Renaissance Concert 
Enjoy a free concert at the 

Old Parish House, 4711 Knox 
Road, College Park on Saturday, 
April 11 at 7:30 p.m. Renaissance 
ensemble Magdalena presents 
Voyager: From France to the 
Mediterranean. Following the life 
of Madeleine Lartessuti, a leg-
endary Renaissance seafarer, the 
ensemble will perform sea shan-
ties, folk ballads and Renaissance 
music. Sponsored by College Park 
Arts Exchange, cpae.org.

Bra, Menstrual Products,
Diaper Drive in April

The Greenbelt Alliance for 
Reproductive Freedom (GARF) 
will be on the Co-op Supermarket 
ramp on Saturday, April 11 and 
Sunday, April 26 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. to receive donations 
of menstrual products and child 
diapers as well as new and gently 
used bras. For more information, 
email greenbeltARF@gmail.com.

http://anacostiatrails.org
http://cpae.org
mailto:greenbeltARF@gmail.com
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LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 

A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 
OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 

Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 

DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 

EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Incidents reported here occurred March 30 - April 5, 2026. Readers are encouraged to contact the police if they have information that may aid in an inquiry. Call the non-emergency 

number 301-474-7200 or email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

 

 
     GHI Closed Meeting – starts at 7:00 p.m. – closed to members and visitors 

a) Approve Minutes of the GHI Closed Meeting Held on March 19, 2026 
b) Member Matters 
c) Legal Matters 

 
     GHI Open Meeting – starts after GHI Closed Meeting – open to members and visitors 

a) Approve Minutes of the GHI Open Meeting Held on March 19, 2026 
b) Statements of Closed Meetings Held on March 31, 2026 and April 2, 2026 
c) Presentation of 2025 Audit  
d) Fleet Vehicle Electrification Report  
e) Motion to Hold a Closed Meeting on May 7, 2026  

   

    Members and visitors who wish to attend the Open meetings must register in advance  
   via the following link: 
    https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtd-uuqzoiG9XHGq9rswP_N9LZj33gbi9r 

    

   After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about  

   joining the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  
 

 

 
  

  

 

 
 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
Meetings of the GHI Board of Directors 

on April 16, 2026 
 
 GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 

GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

To request a sign language interpreter for a board meeting,  
go to http://www.ghi.coop/content/interpreter-request-form, 
or go to the GHI Office (One Hamilton Place) or contact us 
by phone (301-474-4161) or fax (301-474-4006). 

Regular Board meetings are open to Members 
For more information, visit our website: www.ghi.coop 

 

Incident Summary 

Greenbelt Police reported one 
death, two mental health diver-
sions and five domestic incidents, 
including one involving a weapon 
and one resulting in an arrest. 

On April 1, a woman was 
bitten by her dog, causing lac-
erations and bite wounds to her 
hand, and was taken to the hos-
pital. Animal Control removed 
the dog. 

On April 2, someone who 
overdosed was administered Nar-
can and taken to the hospital. 

Attempted Armed Robbery 

On March 31 at 1:37 p.m. 
near 426 Ridge Road, a man was 
approached by a group of juve-
niles inside his apartment build-
ing, and one pulled a gun on him. 
Officers found the group walking 
nearby, but the man would not 
confirm them as the suspects, so 
they were all free to go. 

Assault 

On March 30 at 1:42 a.m. 
near 5707 Cherrywood Lane, 
a man was assaulted at the bus 
stop; his arm appeared broken 
and he was taken to the hospital. 
Shortly before the assault, officers 
saw a group of 10 people waiting 
for the bus with the man and his 
friends. Witnesses were uncoop-
erative. 

On March 30 at 9:23 p.m. 
near 167 Westway, an argument 
between two boys playing basket-
ball turned physical. The father of 
one of the boys came to the court 
and suggested violence between 
the two, and smacked a boy in 
the face before leaving. 

Threats 

On March 30 at 12:18 p.m. 
near 7474 Greenway Center 
Drive, a recently terminated em-
ployee made threats to harm 
other employees; a woman sent 
photos indicating she had been 
physically attacked.

Armed Person 

On April 4 at 2:38 p.m. near 
7573 Greenbelt Road, a man had 
an argument with a store employ-
ee. He double-parked his vehicle, 
pulled a machete from the trunk, 
made threats, then fled. Further 
police action was declined. 

DUI

On April 5 at 1:08 a.m., a 
vehicle sped down Cherrywood 
Lane, drove recklessly in a park-
ing lot with people walk ing 
around, spun its wheels, did burn-
outs and struck a parked vehicle. 

The driver was arrested for DUI. 
Disorderly 

On March 30 at 2:41 p.m. 
near 7533 Greenbelt Road, a 
man was visibly intoxicated and 
refused to leave; he was banned 
and released. 

Theft and Shoplifting

On March 30 at 12:37 p.m. 
near 7475 Greenbelt Road, some-
one passed all points of sale with 
stolen items and fled in a black 
2009 Chrysler.

On March 30 at 12:54 p.m. 
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a sub-
ject responsible for multiple past 
thefts was identified; officers will 
apply for charges.

On March 30 at 1:01 p.m. 
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a 
man stole items; at 2:00 p.m. near 
6000 Greenbelt Road, a retail 
store reported theft of items; at 
2:08 p.m. near 6000 Greenbelt 
Road, loss prevention staff de-
tected theft of several items. 

On March 31 at 5:21 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a 
woman was banned after she stole 
items.  

On April 1 at 11:23 a.m. near 
7495 Greenbelt Road, a man stole 
several items and fled in a gray 
Chevy SUV with Florida plates; 
at 4:09 p.m. near 6100 Greenbelt 
Road, someone stole electronics 
and fled in an SUV.

On April 3 at 8:02 a.m. near 
7607 Greenbelt Road, a man 
wearing a camo jacket and or-
ange shirt concealed merchandise 
and fled; at 2:21 p.m. near 6000 
Greenbelt Road, someone stole a 
pair of sneakers from Foot Locker 
and fled. 

Vandalism

On April 2 near 6218 Green-
belt Road, a dumpster was vandal-
ized under the parking garage; a 
wall was also painted with white 
spray paint. 

Vehicle Crimes 

Stolen Vehicles 

Eight vehicles were stolen: on 
March 30 near 7732 Hanover 
Parkway, a vehicle was stolen; 
on March 31 near 8153 Mandan 
Terrace, a black Lexus IS350 
(Md. 3GM5923); on April 1, 
near 11 Laurel Hill Road, a 
blue 2025 Honda CRV (Md. 
3CK5562); near 9338 Edmon-
ston Road, a 2025 Honda CRV 
(Md. 7GP2768); and near 7507 
Mandan Road, a 2022 Honda 
Odyssey (Md. 7EP4319); on April 
4 near 7716 Hanover Parkway, a 

white 2020 Kia (Md. 5GX8922); 
near 9008 Breezewood Terrace, a 
blue 2024 Honda Accord (Md. 
2GS2024); and near 5805 Cher-
rywood Lane, a black 2016 Ford 
Explorer (Md. 4EN9428).

On April 3 near 7824 Hanover 
Parkway, an F-150 was reported 
stolen but it had been repos-
sessed. 

Stolen Vehicles Recovered

On March 31 near  9220 
Springhill Lane, a patrolling of-
ficer found a Hyundai Elantra 
with window and ignition damage 
backed into a handicap parking 
spot with its headlights on; it was 
impounded.   

On April 4 near 7816 Hanover 
Parkway, Hyattsville Police found 
a stolen 2017 Chevy SS left in 
the middle of the roadway with a 
broken window. 

Theft From Auto

On March 31 at 7:47 p.m. 
near 101 Julian Court, an officer 
on patrol identified a stolen tag 
on a suspicious car; the tag was 
confiscated and citations were 
issued. 

On April 3 near 6301 Golden 
Triangle Drive, a 2023 Honda 
Civic had all four wheels sto-
len; camera footage showed a 
white pickup truck with two men 
wearing all black committing the 
theft. Wheels were also stolen on 
March 31 near 6227 Springhill 
Court from a 2026 Honda Civic, 
and on April 3 near 7480 Green-
way Center Drive from a Honda 
Accord.

Tags were stolen: on March 
31 near 7714 Hanover Parkway 
(Tx. WHT6702), and near 3 Re-
search Road (Md. 1CK3155); on 
April 1 near 6440 Cherrywood 
Lane (Md. GN3741); on April 
2 near 9111 Edmonston Road 
(Md. 1GP2538); and on April 
5 near 7810 Walker Drive (NY. 
JEE2438), and near 7810 Walker 
Drive (Ma. 3YRX73).

On April 2 near 6400 Ivy 
Lane, a vehicle was broken into.

On April 5 near 161 Westway, 
a 2016 Chevy Equinox was left 

unlocked and an iPad was stolen.
Vandalism to Auto 

On March 30 near 7825 Man-
dan Road, an Infiniti Q50’s rear 
window was broken; near 9149 
Springhill Lane, a vehicle had a 
window smashed and paint keyed. 

On April 3 near 6400 Ivy 
Lane, a Honda was vandalized; 
near 6164 Springhill Terrace, 
a 2015 Ford Transit van was 
vandalized and a nearby 2019 
Hyundai Tucson had similar dam-
age; near 6811 Landon Court, 

four tires were slashed on a 2024 
Hyundai Sonata 

On April 3 near 6010 Spring-
hill Drive, a Chevy Camaro had 
a broken window; a wheel lock 
prevented a possible theft. 

On April 4 near 7800 Hanover 
Parkway, a window was broken on 
a 2021 RAV4. 

On April 5 near 6821 Damsel 
Court, a 2018 Audi Q5 and a 
2024 Nissan Rogue were found 
with tires slashed.

Shooting Near 
Gates of Cipriano

Shortly after 9 p.m. on Friday, 
April 3, a shooting took place 
in the 8500 block of Greenbelt 
Road, in the area near the Shell 
station and the Gates of Cipriana 
apartment complex.  According to 
multiple news sources the victim 
was a teenaged boy who was tak-
en to hospital in stable condition. 
The location of the shooting was 
just outside the City of Greenbelt 
in Seabrook. 

The case falls outside Green-
belt Police Department's jursidic-
tion and is being investigated by 
Prince George's County Police 
Department. No further informa-
tion was available at press time.

Sunoco Break-in
Foiled by Safe

At approximately 4 a.m. on 
Tuesday, April 7, four suspects 
wearing masks and gloves used a 
prybar to break into the Sunoco 
at 161 Centerway.

Once inside, they tried but 
failed to open a safe. They then 
fled the Sunoco with approximate-
ly 12 cartons of cigarettes.  They 
were travelling in a white SUV. 

The Greenbelt Police Depart-
ment is investigating and asks 
anyone with information to con-
tact Detective Dylan Davis at 240-
542-2134 or ddavis@greenbeltmd.
gov, or call the main number at 
301-474-7200.

Toss it? No way!

Greenbelt MakerSpace Repair Café
Saturday Apr. 18 from 10 am - noon

Now 3rd Saturdays monthly for 2 hours only

at the Granite Bldg, 115 Centerway
Come learn how to repair your tired or broken stuff (volunteers 
needed as well). Bring your bikes, clothing, furniture, appliances, 
computers, jewelry, toys, etc. for the challenge of making them 
useful again. Repairs are not guaranteed. 

Tool Library:   Thursdays 6:30 - 8 pm, 

     Saturdays 10 am - noon, Sundays 11 am – 1 pm
https://tools.greenbeltmakers.org

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:ddavis@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:ddavis@greenbeltmd.gov
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certi¿ed Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  

  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  
We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  

    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 
6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery 
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $11.50/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($17.25). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt 

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:  

          �  Fixed Rate Mortgages 

         �  Competitive Financing 

         �  Low Closing Costs 

         �  Cooperative Expertise 

 

                 G. RYAN GREER 

              Senior Vice President  

                     (202) 349-7455 

                  rgreer@ncb.coop 
 

               www.ncb.coop/rgreer 

                       NMLS #507534

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative 

Bank, N.A.  Member FDIC.  NCB NMLS #422343EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER 

National  Cooperative Bank

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 

Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 

Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 

GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

S & A  P l u m b i n g  

Service Inc. 
24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
great discounts!

MERCHANDISE

DINING ROOM TABLE – Solid wood, 
drop-leaf. Approx 18x42 both leaves 
down, 42x42 one leaf extended, 68x42 
both leaves extended. Seats 6-to-8. Good 
condition. Call to leave message or text 
301-655-1025.

ANTIQUE OAK VENEER TREADLE 
SEWING MACHINE – fair condition. 
Not sure how well it works – haven’t 
tried. Call to leave message or text  
301-655-1025.

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropoff, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all flooring products. Specializing in 
refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 per 
sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, www.
customflooringllc.net.

CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven 
days a week. By a lifetime animal lover 
and caregiver. Offered for dogs, cats, 
and other small animals. Call Kim at 
301-520-6708 for appointment or with 
any questions.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years. Interior 
painting. Free estimates. MHIC #26409. 
Insured. Call Missy, 301-345-7273.

LAWN CARE – Mowing, hedge 
trimming, leaf raking, etc. Using all 
eco-friendly equipment. Call Dave  
240-244-7945.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT 
tapes to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 
703-216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

K ELLAHER M AIN T ENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, vinyl tile, 
flooring, backsplashes, leaf removal, 
landscape design, mulching f lower 
beds, bucket truck services, stump 
grinding, pruning trees & removal, pole 
lighting, power washing siding & decks. 
Mulch & top soil delivery. Dkellaher@
hotmail.com, 301-318-5472. Insured. 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover. www.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – with over 20 years of experi-
ence. New installation and repair 
work. Call D&M Electrical Services 
301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL 
– Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

LAWN MAINTENANCE – GHI resi-
dent providing dependable lawn care for 
Greenbelt and College Park. Includes 
mowing, yard cleanup, pruning hedges, 
pressure washing and minor exterior 
home repair. Reasonable rates. Call or 
text at 240-391-8615.

YARD/MOVING SALES

MOVING SALE – at 109 Ridge Road 
Saturday April 11 and Sunday April 12, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Some furniture, some 
collectibles and antiques, art including 
Japanese woodblock prints, housewares, 
vintage linens, patio furniture, books, 
TVs, Orioles memorabilia, handbags, 
some vintage clothes, costume jew-
elry, tools and garden equipment, 2008 
Honda Metropolitan scooter with less 
than 200 miles, electric lawnmower... 
too many items to list out. Have some 
fun and take advantage of some great 
stuff at great prices.

 

 
Wisler Construction LLC 

 

Remodeling – Repairs 
Kitchens – Bathrooms 

Painting – Drywall 
Power Washing – Sheds 

 

Serving Greenbelt since 1992 
Call or Text 240-508-7141 

wislerconstrucƟon@gmail.com 
MHIC 40475 

 

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.customflooringllc.net
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
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












    

    


    
     












  
 

    
    
    


    
    
      


       
     
    


      






     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 







 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 

 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 

Hyattsville, MD  20781 

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

ELECTION continued from page 1

first appointed to the town coun-
cil. Elected mayor in 2014, she is 
the first Black woman to hold the 
position and has been re-elected 
multiple times. Gant has held 
leadership roles in the Maryland 
Municipal League, including serv-
ing as its president, and has also 
led several county and statewide 
municipal organizations. She is 
a military veteran and has more 
than two decades of experience as 
a property manager.

Craig Hayes

Candidate Statement:

“I refuse to stand by idly while 
ICE prepares a massive opera-
tion to snatch my neighbors off 
the streets and send them across 
the state to an illegal detention 
center in the county where I was 
raised. I am running for Delegate 
because I believe our ongoing 
constitutional crisis needs a new 
generation of state leaders who 
are willing to propose bold policy 
solutions to not only protect but 
strengthen our democracy. That 
is why I support electoral reforms 
like proportional ranked choice 
voting and special elections for 
legislative vacancies so that Mary-

land voters always have a voice 
in who represents them. With 
nearly two decades of experience 
organizing political campaigns 
and working directly with elected 
officials and community leaders, I 
will be ready on day one to repre-
sent the people of District 22 in 
Annapolis.”

Candidate Biography: 

Hayes, 35, of Hyattsville, is 
a political consultant and cam-
paign strategist with nearly two 
decades of experience. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from Shippensburg Uni-
versity. Hayes worked as a field 
organizer for Barack Obama’s 
2008 campaign, a staff assistant 
for Congressman John Delaney 
and a campaign manager for a 
Maryland House delegate race. 
He currently works as a senior 
advisor and project manager on 
local, state and federal political 
campaigns.

Molly McKee-Seabrook

Candidate Statement:

“I’m running for Delegate in 
District 22 as a third-genera-
tion Prince Georgian, mother of 
three, and public servant who 
understands the challenges fac-
ing working families. For over 14 
years, I’ve worked in Maryland 
state policy delivering results for 
families – and as a proud PGCPS 
parent, I’m deeply invested in 
strengthening our schools. 

My priorities include fully im-
plementing paid leave, tackling 
the childcare crisis and ensuring 
every child has access to a high-
quality education. I’m committed 

Craig Hayes
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Molly McKee-Seabrook
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Tracy Gant
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to improving maternal and repro-
ductive healthcare, making college 
more affordable and investing in 
our local economy. I will protect 
our most vulnerable neighbors 
and stand up to harmful federal 
actions that threaten our values 
and communities. I also believe 
we must take meaningful action 
on climate change and I have 
worked in Annapolis to secure 
funding for sustainability pro-
grams. I’m running to bring prac-
tical, compassionate leadership 
to Annapolis and fight for every 
family in District 22.”

Candidate Bio:

McKee-Seabrook, 38, of Hy-
attsville, is a state policy profes-
sional with more than 14 years 
of experience in Maryland gov-
ernment. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree from St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland and currently serves 
as associate director of govern-
ment relations at the University 
of Maryland. McKee-Seabrook 
previously worked for six years 
as chief of staff to Senate Presi-
dent Bill Ferguson and one year 
as his legislative aide.

Stephen Lotz is a student at 

the University of Maryland’s Philip 

Merrill College of Journalism 

interning with the Greenbelt News 

Review. 

Newly seated District 4 County Councilmember Tim Adams 

returns to Greenbelt for a town hall listening session and 

expresses his admiration for the over 88-year “never-missed-an-

issue” record of the News Review.
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On Saturday, April 4, the City of Greenbelt held its annual egg 
hunt at Buddy Attick Park. Among those in attendance was the 
Easter Bunny (see page 1)!

On Friday, April 3, Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center hosted a series of 
egg hunts in the pool. The first was for children as young as 6 months, with 
caregivers, in the shallow area of the pool and the final for older children, who 
gathered eggs in the deeper section. 

Underwater Egg HuntsEgg Hunt at Buddy Attick

Parents and children await the start of the egg hunt.

- Photos courtesy City of Greenbelt

Participants look on as Greg May shows off his juggling skills.

Some of the youngest at the pool enjoy the eggs.

Children jump into the pool 

and collect eggs in buckets.

Children enjoying the egg hunt include Dylan, age 2.
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The Greenbelt Makerspace 
has announced a new schedule 
for its popular Repair Cafes: they 
will take place from 10 a.m. to 
noon on the third Saturday of 
every month, with the first events 
planned for April 18, May 16 and 
June 20, coinciding with their 
regular tool library open hours on 
those days. At these community 
service events, Makerspace tools, 
resources and volunteers will be 
available to help fix household 
items at no cost. All are invited 
to bring personal items that need 
repair, including small appliances, 
bicycles, jewelry and clothing. 

Until now, the Makerspace 
had held Repair Cafes every three 
months, one week before Green-
belt’s quarterly electronics recy-
cling pickup, offering community 
members a chance to fix items 
before disposing of them. This 
move to monthly events is a re-
sponse to popular demand. Past 
Repair Cafes were several hours 
long, typically supported by 15 to 
25 volunteers and drawing 30 to 
50 attendees. Meeting last month, 
Makerspace volunteers decided to 
try out shorter but more frequent 
events, hoping it would make the 
events more accessible to the pub-
lic, easier to prepare for and less 
strenuous for the volunteers. 

The Makerspace (officially, the 
Greenbelt Makerspace Coopera-
tive, Inc.) is a nonprofit, commu-
nity-owned cooperative, run by a 
group of about 60 volunteers and 
located in the Granite Building 
(115 Centerway, Suite 108), open 
Thursdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m., 

Greenbelt Makerspace to Hold
Monthly Repair Cafe Events

by Aditya N. Sharma

Saturdays from 10 a.m. to noon 
and Sundays from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Membership is open to all 
adults – not only Greenbelt resi-
dents – with annual membership 
fees suggested based on income, 
starting at $20. In addition to 
the Repair Cafe sessions, which 
are open to all free of charge, it 
offers a tool-lending library and a 
members’ workshop area, where 
members can work on personal 
projects during open hours. 

The tool-lending library is cur-
rently the Makerspace’s primary 
function. During open hours, the 
Makerspace is often buzzing with 
activity, and volunteers assisting 
members who have stopped in 
to borrow or return all manner 
of tools. The catalog of over 800 
items includes the kind of tools 
one might expect in a well-stocked 
workshop ‒ drills, wrenches, saws 
‒ as well as garden tools, kitchen 
appliances, sewing machines and 
other miscellaneous tools. In the 
future, the Makerspace aims to 
also offer instructional classes 
on various topics related to DIY 
projects. 

The Greenbelt Makerspace 
is a member of the Repair Cafe 
International Foundation, which 
was founded in the Netherlands 
in 2009. When the Makerspace 
started holding Repair Cafes in 
2014, they were the first such 
events in the Mid-Atlantic region 
(see News Review, January 9, 
2014). Although the concept has 
grown in popularity since then, 
with around 400 locations in the 
United States, Greenbelt is still 

one of only three in Maryland. 
In addition to promoting repair 
rather than disposal, the Repair 
Cafes encourage people to repair 
items themselves, with support 
from Makerspace volunteers and 
resources. One of the main goals 
is for attendees to experience the 
accomplishment of repairing and 
building things themselves. More 
information about the Greenbelt 
Makerspace and Tool Library, 
including the tool catalog and 
event schedule, is available at 
greenbeltmakers.org.

Ed Fallon (left) and Dan Baker repair a chair at a past Repair Cafe 

sponsored by Greenbelt Makerspace.

- Photos by Janice Wolf

Charles Kendall and Robert Candey 

try to resuscitate a blender during a 

previous Repair Cafe.

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://greenbeltmakers.org

