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Frankie Santos Fritz
I have extensive experience 

in diverse areas of public policy, 
labor and housing organizing and 

On  Fr iday,  Oc tobe r  17 , 
35-year-old Harold Landon III 
was sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of parole 
after being convicted of first-
degree murder in the death of 
59-year-old Mariame Toure Sylla, 
a Greenbelt resident and longtime 
teacher at Dora Kennedy French 
Immersion school. 

Sylla disappeared during her 
regular evening walk in Schrom 
Hills Park on Saturday, July 29, 
2023 (see the August 3, 2023, 
issue). A month-long search 
ensued, in which police were 
joined by her school community, 
who held vigils and canvassed 
neighborhoods. On September 1, 
Prince George’s County Police 
Chief Malik Aziz announced re-
mains found in a park in Clinton 
on August 1 had been identi¿ed 
as Sylla’s. Parts of her body 
had been left there on July 31, 
two days after she disappeared 
(see the September 7, 2023, is-
sue). When Landon was charged 
with her murder, he was already 
in jail, having been arrested by 
Greenbelt police on unrelated 
domestic violence charges. 

There’s no evidence that Land-

Election 2025

Answers to Question 3
The News Review, as it does for every city council election, asked the candidates to respond in writing 

to questions. Answers are limited to 150 words. If an answer exceeds the limit, the answer is cut oৼ at 
that point. Responses are published in various orders to avoid favoring candidates. Here are the answers 
we received to our third question.

Question 3: What particular expertise do you bring to council and in what speci¿c ways would 
you use it to advance your priorities? Give concrete examples.

community engagement that o൵er 
unique perspectives in the craft-
ing of legislation, budgets and 
implementation and review of 
new and existing city programs.

I have worked for three years 
as legislative sta൵er for the Mont-
gomery County government cov-
ering issues of public safety and 
social housing. I helped draft 
legislation that prompted a nearly 
70 percent reduction in severe 
housing code violations across 
Montgomery County. 

As a labor organizer I have 
extensive experience with public 
sector collective bargaining from 
both the labor and management 
perspective. I have organized 
around tax and land use policy 
issues including a campaign in 

Landon Gets Life Without Parole

For Murder of Greenbelt Teacher 
by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Mariame Toure Sylla, 59, was 
murdered in July 2023.
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on knew Sylla, though they both 
lived close to Schrom Hills Park 
in 2023. His motive for killing 
her remains unknown. Her ex-
act cause of death also remains 
unknown, but was likely strangu-
lation, said the county’s deputy 
state’s attorney. Landon pleaded 
not guilty, and his defense ar-
gued he was on drugs at the time 

See PROTEST, page  20

What Goes On

Monday, October 27 
7:30 p.m. ,  City Council 
Meeting, Municipal Building
Wednesday, October 29 
7:30 p.m., Council Work-
session: Zoning Legislation, 
Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

Hundreds Turn Out in Greenbelt
For No Kings Nationwide Protest

by Nick Hall NH

Roughly 200 protestors gather along Greenbelt Road at the corner 
with Southway for a No Kings rally on Saturday, October 18.
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A massive crowd gathered in 
front of the Municipal Build-
ing on October 18 at 2 p.m. to 
protest the actions of the Trump 
administration. This second No 
Kings protest was similar to 
the first No Kings protest in 
June, which was scheduled for 
the same day as the U.S. Army 
parade on President Donald 
Trump’s 79th birthday. This time 
there were even more attendees.

Protesters brought signs with 
phrases such as “stop deporting 
my neighbors,” “get ICE out of 
Greenbelt,” “rule of law matters” 
and “don’t dismantle democracy.” 
Other common themes included 
mocking claims that the protest-
ers were paid to be there, as 
well as calling out Trump’s close 
friendship with known child sex 
trafficker Jeffrey Epstein. One 
protester in an Elvis costume 
held a sign that read “No kings 
except for Elvis.” There were 
many other costumes, and a few 
people even showed up wear-
ing inflatable frog and chicken 
costumes. Frogs became a na-
tionwide symbol of anti-fascist 
resistance earlier this month due 
to a group in Portland, Ore., who 
have been protesting in front of 
an ICE facility for the past few 
weeks while wearing inflatable 
frog costumes. 

At the Municipal Building, a 
megaphone was passed around 
to several organizers and resi-
dents to lead chants, give safety 
reminders and explain that the 
group would be split and head 
to two locations. Roughly 200 
protesters were led by the Green-
belt Honk! Situation band to 
the Spellman overpass over the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway, 
and another 200 or so walked to 
where Greenbelt Road crosses 
the parkway and passes South-

way. Spirits were high as cars 
honked, people waved and gave 
thumbs up at the protesters. Un-
like the ¿rst No Kings protest in 
Greenbelt, the police did not feel 
the need to escort the protest or 
direct tra൶c.

Later in the day, after the pro-
tests, Trump responded with a 
post on Truth Social. In the AI-
generated video, Trump wears a 
crown in the cockpit of a ¿ghter 
jet, takes o൵, then dumps liquid 
feces over crowds of people pro-
testing in various cities. This is 
not the ¿rst time Trump’s admin-
istration has depicted him wearing 
a crown. Last February, months 
before the ¿rst No Kings protest, 
the o൶cial White House account 
on X (formerly known as Twitter) 

Editorial

Removing the 40% Threshold

For Council Election Alarming
Question 1 on the ballot for the upcoming city election is pre-

dominantly about ranked choice voting but also removes from the 
City’s Charter the requirement that candidates must win 40 percent 
of the vote to be elected. 

If Question 1 passes, it will take just 12.5 percent of the voters 
putting a candidate as their ¿rst choice to elect them to council on 
the ¿rst round, regardless of how little support the candidate has 
among the remaining Greenbelt population. Standard ranked choice 
voting in multi-seat elections requires dividing 100 by the number 
of seats plus one to determine the minimum threshold necessary 
to win a seat. This means dividing 100 by Greenbelt’s seven city 
council seats plus one, or dividing 100 by 8, producing a 12.5 per-
cent threshold. (See the October 2 issue for more on this.) 

Thus, Question 1 does not just bring in ranked-choice voting; 
it also radically changes the level of support a candidate needs to 
get elected. 

If the question passes, one can imagine a polarizing candidate 
who can win the support of 12.5 percent of Greenbelt voters and 
be elected. Candidates could also run as representatives of special 
interest groups, appealing greatly to a particular segment and never 
have the need to garner broad support.

There is a danger that challengers and incumbents alike might 
seek to distinguish themselves to special interests or single-issue 
voters rather than the most residents. In fact, candidates presenting 
themselves as consensus candidates in the Greenbelt cooperative 
tradition may not stand a chance.

The percentage of votes required to win a city council election 
in Greenbelt was once 50 percent. It was reduced to 40 percent 
when it was clear that returning all ¿ve (at the time) seats outright 
was di൶cult and run-o൵ elections abounded. Since the threshold 
was changed to 40 percent run-o൵ elections became a rare occur-
rence. 

Needing the support of just 12.5 percent of voters, it is likely 
that seven candidates will be elected with just the ¿rst two or three 
levels of the ranked-choice ballot; in which case, a voter’s fourth 
through seventh votes won’t make a di൵erence. This is the direct 
opposite of what many in favor of ranked-choice voting are seek-
ing.

It is truly unfortunate that the mathematical effect of seven 
council seats within ranked-choice voting reduces the level of sup-
port that a candidate needs to get elected to 12.5 percent, and also 
that the extent of that reduction – from 40 to 12.5 percent – is not 
spelled out on the ballot.

Though we appreciate the potential of ranked choice voting to 
possibly return fewer incumbents, in the current, divisive political 
climate, we ¿nd these potential consequences of the prospect of 
lowering Greenbelt’s bar for election to 12.5 percent to be deeply 
troubling and possibly politically dangerous.

Annapolis at the General As-
sembly for parity between tax 
assessments for private country 
clubs and higher assessments for 
homeowners. I aim to bring more 
participatory processes to public 
budget and land use decisions in 
the future.

Kevin “Coach K” Lockhart
I know the community.
I am the community. Living in 

Franklin Park as a single dad and 
coaching the neighborhood kids 
for the past 15 years has allowed 
me to engage closely with parents 
and young adults. I understand 
their wants and needs because I 
live with them every day. There’s 
no better person to represent 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
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Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

Le�ers Policy During City Elections
The News Review reserves the right not to publish any letter 

submitted.  Letters are considered accepted when published.
All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical address 

and telephone number. Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider withholding the name upon request.

All letters are subject to editing for reasons of space, libel, pri-
vacy, taste, copyright and clarity.

In an election year, the News Review will not print a letter rais-
ing a new issue the week prior to election day, when no other party 
would have a chance to respond.

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887

Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)

ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)

website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com

HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.
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Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 

treasurer; Carol GrifÏth, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.

-  Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classi¿ed ads with payment only.
-  Tuesday 6 p.m. Classi¿ed ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 

may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 

external ofÏce door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year
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Greenbelt

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor
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Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
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Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF
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Jon Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Carol GrifÏth, Nick Hall 
NH, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, Butch Hicks, Peggy 

Higgins, Donna Hoႇmeister, Erica Johns, Jeႇ Jones, Tom Jones, Jennifer Jurling, 
Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Amina Khalifa, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, 

Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer, Anne Marigza, Cathie Meetre, 

Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Rebecca Rackis, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, 

Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, 

Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, David Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, 

Christopher Stark, Beth Terry, Daniel Thies, Nancy Tolzman, Jeႇ Travis, Mary Lou 
Williamson, Janice Wolf, Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliႇ.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
OCTOBER 24th - 30th

Good Fortune (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (98 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 3:30 PM, 7:45 PM
Sun. 2:50 PM (OC)

Tues. 7:15 PM
Thurs. 7:15 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 5:45 PM, 8:00 PM

Sun. 7:45 PM
Mon. 2:30 PM, 5:15 PM

Wed. 7:15 PM

Roofman (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (126 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Sat. 5:30 PM, 8:15 PM
Sun. 5:15 PM

Mon. 2:15 PM (OC), 5:00 PM
Wed. 7:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM

Sun. 5:00 PM
Tues. 7:00 PM

Thurs. 7:00 PM

Wild Rumpus  
(Free Short Films Screening)

It’s The Great Pumpkin, 
Charlie Brown (1966) and 

Skeleton Dance (1929)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. around 5:45 PM or whenever 

the Wild Rumpus celebration ends 

in Roosevelt Center

The Shining - Film in Focus 
Matinee (R) (1980) (143 mins)
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Sun. 1:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Good Fortune
A well-meaning but rather inept angel named Gabriel (Keanu 

Reeves) meddles in the lives of a struggling gig worker (Aziz An-
sari) and a wealthy venture capitalist (Seth Rogen). Said critic Jean-
nette Catsoulis of the New York Times, “Good Fortune could have 
appeared a mean-spirited swipe at one-percenters. Yet the cast is 
so amiable and smoothly in sync, and Ansari’s script so buoyantly 
paced, that the mood favors kumbaya over kill-the-rich.”

Roofman
Based on an unbelievable true story, Roofman follows Je൵rey 

Manchester (Channing Tatum), an Army veteran and struggling 
father who turns to robbing McDonald’s restaurants by cutting 
holes in their roofs, earning him the nickname Roofman. After 
escaping prison, he secretly lives inside a Toys “R” Us for six 
months, surviving undetected while planning his next move. But 
when he falls for Leigh (Kirsten Dunst), a divorced mom drawn to 
his undeniable charm, his double life begins to unravel, setting o൵ 
a compelling and suspenseful game of cat and mouse as his past 
closes in. “Roofman is a delightfully entertaining ¿lm that charts 
the stranger-than-¿ction true story of a convicted criminal, played 
by an endlessly likeable Channing Tatum, in an appropriately hu-
morous but also unexpectedly emotional storytelling style,” said 
critic Jack Martin of Film Feeder.

It’s the Great Pumpkin, 

Charlie Brown
Linus waits in the pumpkin patch for the elusive Halloween 

symbol to appear. 

GHI Blamed Unfairly
This is in response to the let-

ter to the editor in the October 
16 issue of the News Review, 
entitled Recent GHI evictions, in 
which the writer falsely accuses 
GHI of initiating an eviction of a 
“second member.” GHI did not, 
in fact, evict this member. 

There are other sad reasons 
for the situation this member/
former member (not sure of their 
membership status) was found 
in, and GHI is not to blame. 
Furthermore, in cases when they 
do evict someone (a recent evic-
tion has been widely discussed, 
and the writer blames GHI for 
not doing everything they can to 
avoid it), it is only after exhaust-
ing all possibilities. Evictions are 
always tragic, and I am sure GHI 
would only do it as a last resort. 

We are fortunate to have dedi-
cated, highly competent GHI 
board members, who selflessly 
give us hours of their time in 
service to our community.  I am 
grateful for them. Their time and 
energy must not be wasted de-
fending themselves against libel-
ous accusations. These precious 
resources must be reserved for 
valid reasons, the betterment of 
our co-op.

Barbara Glick
GHI Member 

It Took a Village 
I give a heart-felt thanks to 

everyone in the community who 
helped me ¿nd my cat, Chessie. 
After being missing for five 
weeks, a kind neighbor spotted 

her and called me: I was over-
whelmed by the support and en-
couragement that I received. Over 
100 people called or texted me to 
report sightings, children made 
signs with drawings of Chessie, 
I met so many neighbors who 
not only told me that they were 
searching for her but also knew 
her name. As time dragged on, 
folks on Greenbelters urged me 
not to give up and shared stories 
of ¿nding pets who were missing 
for weeks and returned. 

Chessie is recovering from her 
adventures and doing well. I al-
ways knew that I lived in a won-
derful place, but I was astounded 
by how many people cared. I 
cannot express how grateful I 
feel to this community. I will 
never forget the kindness that I 
received. It truly took a village 
to ¿nd a cat.

Linda Benne�

Open Research Road
Of all the consequences of the 

ridiculous government shutdown, 
the closing of the Research Road 
gates to BARC farms is, at best, 
meaningless.

The closure only highlights the 
fact that the gates are there at all. 
Research is a lonely, non-critical 
road with one gated facility. One 
has to go back 30 years or so 
when Research was always open. 
It changed when some yahoo 
took a four-wheel drive vehicle 
through one of the ¿elds there. 
BARC closed the gates.

I call on council to negotiate 
with BARC to remove the gates.

Frank Kayser

http://newsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
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Community Events

More Community Events 
are located throughout the 

paper.

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt, 1995-2025!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am – 12midnight;  
Sunday, 9am – 9pm

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 10/23 FRI 10/24 SAT 10/25 SUN 10/26 
N0 FRENCH CONVERSATION 

CAFE CLOSED FROM  
5 - 10pm 

FOR PRIVATE EVENT

WILD RUMPUS, 4:30-6:30pm 

Magical Mystery 
Four 

8 - 11pm 
All-female Beatles tribute 

band.

NDC JAZZ JAM,  2 - 5pm 

Mama Moon & the 
Rump Shakers 

8 - 11pm 
Blues fusion group from DC 

that brings a unique 
creativity to blues

ASL BRUNCH, 10:30a - 12noon 
Valeria Stewart
W/ Grey Jacks

6 - 8pm
Two songwriters,

One night.

MON 10/27 TUES 10/28 WED 10/29 TH 10/30 New Deal Cafe
LIVE BAND 
KARAOKE
WITH MIKE 

SCOTT
7 - 9:30pm

Open Mic w/ Carla 
Monardes

6:30 - 9:30pm
Sign-ups at 6p

Bring Your Talent!

Lynn HollyÞeld
7 - 9pm
Singer-

songwriter with a 
“feel-good, 

timeless vibe”

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

The Gold Ponies 
7 - 9pm 

Baltimore based 
acoustic trio

DON’T FORGET TO 
TIP OUR 

PERFORMERS! 
That’s the only way 
we pay them and 

we want them 
back!

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Meeting Saturday 
On Data Centers 

The Prince George’s County 
Sierra Club invites the public to 
attend the upcoming Qualified 
Data Centers community meeting 
on Saturday, October 25 from 
10 a.m. to noon at the Prince 
George’s Sports and Learning 
Complex, 8001 Sheriff Road, 
Landover.

Public Art Mosaic 
Workshop Tuesday

Join the crew from Empact 
Art and the Greenbelt Recreation 
Arts Program for a free workshop 
on Tuesday, October 28 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the Community Center, 
Room 201. Contribute to a col-
orful mosaic that will adorn the 
new sculpture Joy – a cartwheel-
ing figure – being constructed 
for the Braden Athletic Complex. 
Open to ages 16 and up. Ad-
vance sign-up recommended at 
sugeni.us/eWCH. Walk-ups are 
also welcome as space and sup-
plies permit. This activity does 
not involve wet media and is not 
expected to be messy. For more 
information about Greenbelt Arts 
programs, visit greenbeltmd.gov/
arts. Programs are supported in 
part by the Maryland State Arts 
Council. 

At the Library
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. 

Storytimes
Friday, October 24, 11:15 

a.m., ages 2 to 3. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/14464701. 

Wednesday, October 29, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/14464507.

Thursday, October 30, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/14464242.

Astronomical Society
Meets October 30 

The Astronomical Society 
of Greenbelt (ASG) will meet 
Thursday, October 30 at 7:30 
p.m. in Room 114 of the Com-
munity Center. ASG member Ju-
lia Lasher, a historian and math-
ematician, will give a presenta-
tion on Mayan astronomy. The 
meeting is free and open to the 
public. All are welcome. Children 
should be accompanied by a par-
ent or guardian.

Greenbelt Chess Club 
Meets Tuesday

 The Greenbelt Chess Club 
will meet on Tuesday, October 
28 from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. in 
the Youth Center.  The club 
welcomes people of all ages 
and skill levels. To be added to 
our mailing list, go to tinyurl.
com/ycy2nz4m and complete the 
brief form. For questions, contact 
greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com.

Emancipation Day
Programs Nov. 1, 8 

To celebrate Emancipation 
Day, the Greenbelt Black History 
and Culture Committee invites 
Greenbelt residents to hear the 
Prince George’s County Choral 
Society in concert and the poetry 
of Kaylee Joge, the 2025 Prince 
George’s County Youth Poet Lau-
reate on Saturday, November 1 at 
2 p.m. in the gym of the Com-
munity Center, 15 Crescent Road.

Then on Saturday, November 
8, the Sankofa Mobile History 
Museum will feature interactive 
historical stories for youth and 
families at the Greenbelt Library 
parking lot from 9 a.m. to noon.

All programs are free and 
sponsored by the Greenbelt Black 
History and Culture Committee, 
the Greenbelt Recreation Depart-
ment, RUAK and the Greenbelt 
Museum.

For more information, email 
blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.
com.

Photography Club
Is Forming 

P e t e r  Te u b e n  a n d  R e x  
Wingerter propose forming a 
Greenbelt Photography Club, 
with an inaugural meeting on 
Wednesday, October 29 at 7 p.m. 
in the New Deal Café. They will 
discuss what interests members 
have, from beginners and beyond. 
Apart from a regular meetup, 
there may be photowalking, ex-
hibitions and learning how to edit 
and organize photos. Also, what 
is good gear, covering the whole 
spectrum from phone cameras to 
digital (SLR) cameras. If unable 
to attend the ¿rst meeting, email 
teuben@gmail.com and include 
your email address to receive a 
notice about the second meeting 
planned for early December.  

Free Spay/Neuter, 
Rabies Shots for Pets

Greenbelt residents are eligible 
for a free spay/neuter procedure 
and a rabies shot for their pet, 
through a Maryland Department 
of Agriculture grant until Decem-
ber 31. Control pet overpopula-
tion and keep pets healthier at 
no cost.

T o  a p p l y ,  c o n t a c t 
Greenbelt Animal Services at 
animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov 
or call 301-474-6124.  Don’t wait 
and miss out at the end of the 
year during the busy holidays ‒ 
make an appointment now.

Let’s have no unwanted pup-
pies or kittens born in Greenbelt 
next year, or any year.  There are 
already cats, kittens and dogs and 
probably puppies (in the future) 
at the Greenbelt Animal Shelter 
waiting for good homes.

Golden Age Club
Meets Wednesday

The Golden Age Club meets 
on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

The ¿nal October meeting:
October 29, Stephen Scian-

nella on Estate Planning.  Scian-
nella is a ¿nancial advisor with 
Edward Jones. There will be light 
refreshments.

Place Fruit Orders Soon
This is the last week to pur-

chase fruit from the Eleanor Roo-
sevelt High School Instrumental 
Music Department. The deadline 
to order online is November 2. 
The delivery date to ERHS for 
pre-orders is November 21, but 
the order can also be shipped 
directly to your door by taking 
advantage of the UPS option on 
the website. To place an order, 
see the ad posted in the Green-
belt News Review of October 
30, or email cullen.waller@pgcps.
org or visit freshfruitorder.org/
ERHSMusic. 

CCI Health Services  
Offers Free Flu Shots

Join CCI Health Services, a 
community health center dedicat-
ed to improving health outcomes, 
for Boo to the Flu on Saturday, 
October 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. 
for a trunk-or-treat spooktacular 
event. Get a free Àu vaccine in-
side the Ora Glen health center 
and visit the decorated trunks 
outside for sweet treats. Don’t 
forget to come dressed in a fa-
vorite costume. The best costume 
will win a prize. This event is 
open to everyone. It is not neces-
sary to be a CCI patient to attend 
or to receive a free Àu shot.

Scam Protection Info
Provided on Two Dates

The Public Safety Advisory 
Committee is offering two ses-
sions on scam protection. They 
will host meetings on Tuesday, 
October 28 at 6:30 p.m. via 
Zoom and Thursday, October 30 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Community 
Center, Room 114, with speakers 
from AARP Maryland and the 
Greenbelt Police Department to 
discuss how people can protect 
themselves against scams and 
what to do if they fall for the 
scams.

The City of Greenbelt will 
provide information on the Zoom 
link on the city calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov. All residents 
are encouraged to attend.

ERHS Offers Free 
Fall Concert

The school year is well under-
way at Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School (ERHS) and to welcome 
the fall season, the music depart-
ment invites everyone to join 
them for a free fall concert, held 
in the school’s auditorium on 
Thursday, October 23 at 7 p.m. 
The concert will feature music by 
the ERHS Band and Choir. 

Keep up with ERHS music 
happenings on Instagram at erhs_
bands & raiders_rhapsody.

Greenbelt Park
Campfires Suspended

The Saturday campfires at 
Greenbelt Park do not take place 
during the federal government 
shutdown. The campground is 
open, however, as are park trails 
(except for a portion of the Pe-
rimeter Trail) and the Sweetgum 
Picnic Area.

Free Piano Recital 
In College Park

On Friday, October 24 at 7:30 
p.m., join pianist Ste൶n Johnson 
on a journey through works by 
Scarlatti, Prokofiev, Ravel, De-
bussy and Liszt in a free concert. 
Listen to dance-like music from 
different eras, culminating in 
(possibly) the spookiest dance 
ever written. Attendance is free, 
at the Old Parish House, 4711 
Knox Road, College 
Park. Sponsored by 
College Park Arts 
Exchange. For more 
information,  visi t 
cpae.org.

A Night of Magic
And Mystery at GAC

It is said that a key ingredi-
ent in magic is distraction. Want 
some distraction from recent cur-
rent events? On Friday, October 
24 at 8 p.m., Greenbelt Arts 
Center is providing an opportu-
nity to do just that in A Night of 
Magic and Mystery, performed by 
Christopher DePamphilis, and he 
is throwing in the mystery at no 
extra charge. 

His unique blend of master-
ful sleight-of-hand and engaging 
stage presence will leave you 
questioning what’s possible. The 
magic and mystery will be found 
with a magician who doesn’t 
just perform effects but creates 
an unforgettable experience that 
will challenge your perception 
of reality. 

For an evening of magic un-
like any other, get some distrac-
tion with DePamphilis in his all- 
ages and captivating one-man, 
one-night show that includes his 
Compendium of Curiosities. 

Tickets are required. 
For more information 
visit greenbeltartscenter.
org. 

Trunk or Treat
With Greenbelt Police

Greenbelt Police Department 
(GPD) will hold their annual 
Trunk or Treat on Friday, October 
24 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the rear 
of Beltway Plaza (behind Target/
AMC). 

Trunk or Treat is a fun com-
munity event where the trunks of 
police vehicles are decorated for 
Halloween to create a safe and 
festive environment for children 
and families to trick or treat for 
candy. This year, GPD is partner-
ing with Franklin Park, Mission 
BBQ and the Fire 
Department for an 
even more entertain-
ing evening.

The Wild Rumpus
Join the Greenbelt Recreation 

Arts Program for a free Hallow-
een costume party for kids and 
kids at heart. The Wild Rumpus 
takes place on Friday, October 24 
starting at 4:30 p.m. Enjoy circus 
performers on the plaza, trick-
or-treating with the Roosevelt 
Center merchants and films at 
the Greenbelt Cinema at 5:45 
p.m. ‒  It’s the Great Pumpkin, 
Charlie Brown, plus bonus shorts. 
All ages welcome. Wear your 
Halloween or cosplay costume, 
or other fancy dress. No gore 
or violent imagery. To learn the 
steps to participate in a com-
munity dance number go to bit.
ly/4nNWG9T. The rain date is 
Monday, October 27.

http://a.m.to
http://sugeni.us/eWCH
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com
mailto:blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com
mailto:teuben@gmail.com
mailto:animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:cullen.waller@pgcps.org
mailto:cullen.waller@pgcps.org
http://freshfruitorder.org/ERHSMusic
http://freshfruitorder.org/ERHSMusic
http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://cpae.org
http://greenbeltartscenter.org
http://greenbeltartscenter.org
http://bit.ly/4nNWG9T
http://bit.ly/4nNWG9T
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Obituaries

Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Green-
belt residents, past or pres-
ent.

You write it or we will 
if you prefer.  We try to 
include information about 
participation in various ac-
tivities and organizations, 
where the person lived and 
something about the fam-
ily.  A photograph and ser-
vice information should 
be included.  There is no 
charge.

Our condolences to the family 
and friends of Eric Dickerson, 
a 33-year resident of Greenbelt 
and graduate of the University of 
Maryland Clark School of Engi-
neering, who died October 18. He 
loved physical fitness, building 
things, and traveling.

Congratulations to the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Raiders girls soccer 
team on their third county cham-
pionship trophy in four years.

Congratulations to Linda Ben-
nett on ¿nding her cat Chessie.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

The Ten Commandments
#8-You Shall Not Steal

Exodus 20:15

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“O brethren! Let deeds, not words, be your adorning.”  
– Bahá’u’lláh

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review October 23, 2025

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.

Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

October 26, 2025, at 3 p.m.
Everyday People

Anthony Jenkins with Worship Associate Jim Flaherty

In the spirit of our October theme (People of the Heart), we’ll shine some heartfelt light 

onto diversity, equity, and inclusion – through the prism of the beloved community 

known as Sly and the Family Stone. 

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 BalƟmore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Season of Rest

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors

Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

Eric Dickerson

Eric Charles Dickerson, a 33-
year resident of Greenbelt, died 
peacefully on October 18, 2025, 
surrounded by his close family. 
He was born June 3, 1958, in 
Dallas, Texas, to Norine and Nor-
man Dickerson. 

Eric’s family moved to Long 
Island, N.Y., when he was 10 
years old, and later moved to 
Severna Park, Md., when he was 
in high school. He graduated 
from Severna Park High School 
and the University of Maryland 
Clark School of Engineering, 
where he earned his B.S. in elec-
trical engineering. Eric worked 
as an electrical engineer for the 
U.S. Navy, ¿rst as a contractor 
for three years with Newport 
News Shipbuilding, and then for 
37 years as a federal employee 
with Naval Sea Systems Com-
mand (NAVSEA) in Crystal City 
and at the Washington Navy Yard 
where he worked on numerous 
submarine programs. 

He strongly believed in loy-
alty to his family, his country 
and God. As a proud and active 
father, he became a stroke-and-
turn judge when his son Norman 
competed on swim teams and 
attended Jude’s cross-country 
meets, George’s baseball games 
and countless music performances 
for all three of his children.

Eric was into physical ¿tness 
his whole life with a stack of 
gym membership cards span-

GCC Donation Drive 
October 25 and 26

The Greenbelt Community 
Church will collect clothing, 
household textiles, small house-
hold goods and books on Sat-
urday, October 25 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and Sunday, October 
26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place soft goods in plastic bags 
and hard goods in boxes that one 
person can carry. Books must be 
boxed separately. Oversized items 
cannot be accepted. 

Donations will be taken to 
Value Village, which pays the 
church. The church will use these 
funds to support the Greenbelt 
Emergency Fund. 

Canned food will also be 
accepted to be added to the 
church’s ongoing collection for 
the local food bank, Help By 
Phone. 

The church is  located at  
1 Hillside Road. Use the drive-
way at the rear of the building to 
drop o൵ donations. For questions, 
email the Greenbelt Community 
Church at office@greenbeltucc.
org.
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Eric Dickerson

ning ¿ve decades for the YMCA 
and the Navy and other local 
gyms. He earned his black belt 
in Isshinryu karate in 1989 and 
taught karate at the University 
of Maryland until 1993. He also 
earned his SCUBA diving certi¿-
cation in 1991. Even after he was 
diagnosed with a terminal illness 
in the last years of his life, he 
continued physical therapy to the 
best extent possible. 

Eric had a wide range of tal-
ents and interests. He was a pro-
lific reader and loved to study 
world history. He earned his pri-
vate pilot’s license in 1993, loved 
to build things in his workshop, 
was a talented artist, played the 
piano, learned to weld and stud-
ied the Irish language for more 
than 20 years. He enjoyed travel-
ing to new places, and his favor-
ite trip was when he, his wife 
and their three children traveled 
to Ireland in 2023 and toured 
many sites around the country. 

Eric is survived by his wife, 
Louise, of 33 years and their 
children, Norman Lucius Dick-
erson, Jude McClure Dickerson 
and George Matthew Dickerson; 
his sister Karen Dickerson; his 
brother Kirk Dickerson (Majorie); 
and several loving cousins and 
friends. 

Eric will be most missed 
for his warmth, smile, laughter, 
friendship, love, amazing memory 
and devotion to his family. A 
private memorial service will be 
held at a later date to honor his 
life. In lieu of Àowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Greenbelt Recreation Department 
for youth camp scholarships 
(go to greenbeltmd.gov/526/
Charitable-Donations).

Pumpkins, carved and lit, at Roosevelt Center. See more on 
page 20.
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mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
mailto:office@greenbeltucc.org
mailto:office@greenbeltucc.org
http://greenbeltmd.gov/526/Charitable-Donations
http://greenbeltmd.gov/526/Charitable-Donations
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FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS
Thursday, November 13, 10am - 1pm, 

6101 Cherrywood Lane

Screenings for Blood Pressure, 

Cholesterol, and Diabetes at Springhill 

Lake Recreation Center. 

To RSVP Call 240-424-0302

ENVISIONING A NEW PARK AT INDIAN CREEK
Thursday, November 6 at 7 pm, Springhill Lake Recreation Center

 
The City of Greenbelt is seeking to convert the site along Indian Creek at Branchville 
Road into a park to provide new recreational amenities for the community.

Join us for an opportunity to share your ideas and hear about potential design strategies 
and concepts. Your feedback is important and will help our design team in planning a 
safe, sustainable park that meets the community’s needs.

For more information, contact pcd@greenbeltmd.gov or (301) 345-5417.

GREENBELT ANIMAL SERVICES REMINDER

As we approach the end of 2025, Greenbelt Animal Services would like to remind you 
that if you are a resident within the City of Greenbelt, you are eligible to receive a FREE 
spay/neuter and rabies vaccination through the MDA Grant until December 31, 2025. 
Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to help control the pet population and keep your 
pet healthier.

If you are interested in applying for the FREE spay/neuter, please contact Greenbelt 
Animal Services at animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov or call us at 301-474-6124. Don’t 
Delay, Neuter and Spay!

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 

AUCTION

Equipment Viewing Schedule:

Monday – Friday, 8 AM – 3:30 PM 
Available on the following dates:

October 22–24

October 27–31

For any questions or to schedule a 
viewing, please contact: Sparks@
greenbeltmd.gov. View our auctions 
at https://www.govdeals.com/
greenbeltmdpw

MEETINGS FOR OCTOBER 27-31

Tuesday, October 28 at 3:30pm, SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE, Greenbelt Community Center Room 114, On the Agenda: 

Approval of September Meeting Minutes, Discussion on letter to City Council

Wednesday, October 29 at 7:30pm, WORK SESSION - ZONING 

LEGISLATION

Thursday, October 30 at 5:30pm, BOARD OF ELECTIONS

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 

email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 

con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, October 27 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION

Call to Order

Roll Call

Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Reading of the Greenbelt Community Pledge
Petitions and Requests

Consent Agenda

* Meetings

* Approval of Standard Operating Procedure for Advisory Boards 

and Committees

* Authorzing City Manager to Purchase a Reel Mower

* Committee Reports

* Greenbelt Arts Advisory Board Report #26-1 — Greenbelt 

Recognition Group Recommendation

* Park and Recreation Advisory Board — Report #25-2 — Greenbelt 

Recognition Group Recommendation

Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS

Presentations

Minutes

- Statement of Record - Closed Session, October 15, 2025

Administrative Reports

LEGISLATION

- Ordinance Authorizing a Supplemental Appropriation to the 

General Fund for Arts Program Support – Maryland State Arts 

Council FY26 Grant;  - 2nd Reading and Adoption

OTHER BUSINESS

- Draft FY 2026-2031 Maryland Consolidated Transportation 

Program (CTP) 

- Council Reports

- Council Activities

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at  

(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit 

www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 

the City calendar for 

all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts for 

more information and many other 

opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a weekly 

e-newsletter, at www.greenbeltmd.

gov/list.aspx.

The Wild Rumpus Friday, October 24, 

4:30pm, Roosevelt Center 

A Halloween costume party for kids 

and kids at heart. FREE! Enjoy circus 

performers on the plaza, trick-or-treating 

with the Roosevelt Center merchants, 

and ¿lms at the Greenbelt Cinema (It’s 
the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown plus 

bonus shorts!) All ages welcome! Rain 

date Monday, 10/27, 4:30pm. (No gore or 

violent imagery, please.) Participate in a 

Àash mob dance — learn the steps here: 
bit.ly/4nNWG9T. Volunteer to help at the 

event: bit.ly/3WGT11C

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• FREE Fall Mosaic Workshop 

10/28, 6-8pm, Greenbelt 

Community Center. sugeni.us/

eWCH

• FREE Artful Afternoon 11/2, 

1-3pm Greenbelt Community 

Center, and 11/9, 1:30-2:30pm 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center 

sugeni.us/e4Cl

• Pet Portrait Painting 11/7 & 14, 

6-8pm Greenbelt Community 

Center bit.ly/43iaEIN

• Sewing Hands on History 11/5-

26, 1-3pm & 6-8pm Greenbelt 

Community Center bit.ly/43iaEIN

DISTRICT 4 COMMUNITY PARTNERS FOOD GIVEAWAY
Thursday, November 20, 1-3pm. Greenbelt Community Center

Council member Ingrid Watson has partnered with Greenbelt CARES to hold a 
community food giveaway. Come to Ground Floor East at the Community Center for 
a free food box. No resrevations are required. Food boxes will be distributed on a ¿rst 
come, ¿rst serve basis while supplies last.

For more information contact Bria Archie at BAArchie@co.pg.md.us or (301) 952-3094

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend community 

organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken at these meetings. 
Please note that meeting locations may change after being published. For information 

on how to join these meetings, contact the respective organization directly.

* VOLUNTEER * VACANCIES * 
APPLY FOR A COMMITTEE 

OR BOARD TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 

Committees & Boards is an 

excellent opportunity to engage 

with your community and make a 

difference. Choose from a number 

of committees & boards such as 

the Advisory Committee on 

Education, Advisory Committee 

on Trees, Advisory Planning 

Board, Arts Advisory Board, Board 

of Elections, Charter Review 

Task Force, Ethics Commission, 

Forest Preserve Advisory Board, 

Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 

Environmental Sustainability, Park 

and Recreation Advisory Board, 

or Youth Advisory Committee and 

make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 

these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

GREENBELT 

EMANCIPATION DAY 

PROGRAM 2025

Saturday, November 1, 2-4pm 
Greenbelt Community Center Gym 
Performances by The Prince 
George’s County Choral Society and 
2025 Youth Poet Laureate Kaylee 
Joge

Saturday, November 8, 9am-12pm 
Greenbelt Library Parking Lot 
Sanfoka Mobile History Museum 
Come experience time travel and 
meet an elder of the Piscataway 
Tribe, an 18th century female 
entrepreneur, 19th century freedom 
¿ghters and much more!

Presented by the Greenbelt Black 
History and Culture Committee, 
Greenbelt Museum, and Greenbelt 
Recreation

SAMPLE 2025 ELECTION BALLOT

To view the sample ballot online, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/election.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 

ANY REGISTERED GREENBELT RESIDENT MAY CHOOSE TO 

VOTE BY MAIL-IN

VOTING BY MAIL: Any quali¿ed voter of the City of Greenbelt may choose 
to vote by MAIL-IN BALLOT.

ALL REGISTERED VOTERS WILL RECEIVE IN THE MAIL AN 
APPLICATION TO VOTE BY MAIL-IN BALLOT. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO 
VOTE BY MAIL, YOU MAY DISREGARD THE APPLICATION. YOU MAY 
VOTE AT ANY POLLING LOCATION ON ELECTION DAY.

Military service members, their families, and other U.S. citizens abroad who 
are covered under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting 
Act may also use the Federal Post Card Application (http://www.fvap.gov) to 
request an absentee ballot for City election.

Applications to receive mail-in ballot must be received by noon on Monday, 
November 3, 2025. We encourage you to return your application (by mail or 
in-person) as soon as possible.

Return your executed mail-in ballot by

1) Sending it through the U.S. mail in time to arrive by November 3,

2) Hand-delivering it to the City Clerk’s of¿ce, or

3) Place it into one of the three drop-box locations. (Police Station, 
Schrom Hills Park and Springhill Lake Recreation Center)

Questions? Call the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000, or send email to 
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 

DATES & DEADLINES: 2025 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

First day to receive papers and ¿le nomination petition  8/18

Last day to ¿le nomination petition (by 5pm) 9/22

Date of drawing for placement on ballot – 7pm 9/22

First Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm)  9/26

First day to send out mail-in ballots  10/3

Last day to register to vote (must be received by 4:30pm Upper Marlboro)  10/6

Second Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm) 10/24

Early Voting begins . 11/1-11/2

Training session for Election Judges and Clerks 11/3

Election 7am-8pm 11/4

Mail-in ballots must be received by 6pm 11/4

Final Contributions & Expenditures Report (12pm) 11/7

Charter Meeting for swearing-in at 7:30pm 11/10

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City Clerk, at (301) 474-8000 or 

e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

GREENBELT ELECTION INFORMATION

Week Location Holiday

November 3-7
Lakewood 

Greensprings I & II

November 10-14 Boxwood
Veterans Day 

November 11

November 17-21 Woodland Hills

November 24-28 Lakeside
Thanksgiving 

November 27 & 28

December 1-5
Lakewood 

Greensprings I & II

December 8-12 Boxwood

December 15-19 Woodland Hills

December 22-26 Lakeside
Christmas 

December 25

December 29 - 

January 2

Lakewood 

Greensprings I & II

New Years Day 

January 1

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE 

Fall 2025-2026 
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Council News

On October 15, Maryland 
Attorney General Anthony G. 
Brown released guidance for state 
and local law enforcement agen-
cies that addresses the application 
of state law when interacting or 
partnering with federal law en-
forcement agencies. The guidance 
is designed to help law enforce-
ment agencies comply with state 
laws during a period of increased 
federal law enforcement activity, 
said the announcement. The At-
torney General made the docu-
ment available to all Marylanders 
for informational purposes. Key 
among the guidance: Maryland 
officers may not enforce civil 
immigration laws or assist federal 
agents in doing so. 

“Maryland’s law enforcement 
officers are governed by Mary-
land law and the communities 
they serve, regardless of shifting 
federal priorities,” said Brown. 
“We are providing this guidance 
to help our o൶cers ensure they 
are complying with applicable 
state standards for use of force, 
civil rights protections and po-
lice accountability when they are 
working with federal agents who 
may not be bound to the same 
requirements.”​

Key provisions of the guid-
ance include, but are not limited 
to, the following: 

(1) Maryland law establishes 

Local and State Officers Will Not
Enforce Civil Immigration Law

statewide standards governing 
the use of force that Maryland 
officers generally must heed, 
even when working with federal 
agents. 

(2) While performing regular 
police functions, Maryland of-
¿cers may not enforce civil im-
migration laws or assist federal 
agents in enforcing such laws. 

(3) Maryland o൶cers must prop-
erly use body-worn cameras in ac-
cordance with state law and agency 
policy, identify themselves when 
making stops and comply with 
other key state-law requirements 
that do not govern federal agents.  

(4) Unlike federal agents, 
Maryland o൶cers are subject to 
civilian oversight in misconduct 
matters and face substantial ex-
posure to civil liability for viola-
tions of state or federal law. 

Heeding these considerations 
will allow Maryland law enforce-
ment agencies and officers to 
appropriately collaborate lawfully 
and productively with federal 
agents, in a manner that promotes 
public safety, encourages trust 
and legitimacy, while protecting 
Maryland o൶cers from legal li-
ability and disciplinary action, 
said the announcement from the 
O൶ce of the Attorney General.

This article is drawn from infor-
mation in a press release from the 
Maryland Attorney General’s O৽ce.

Residents protest the presence of ICE nearby and on the Baltimore-
Washington Parkway, outside the Municipal Building before last 
week's council meeting.
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City Council Discusses, Acts 
On Residents’ ICE Concerns

by Deanna Dawson

The ¿rst hour of the October 
14 meeting of the Greenbelt City 
Council was dominated by a 
topic not on the meeting agenda: 
reports that Greenbelt-based U.S. 
Park Police are cooperating with 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE). Council moved 
to issue a public statement ex-
pressing concern about these 
activities. Council’s discussion 
and action on items on the formal 
meeting agenda are covered in a 
separate story. 

Park Police and ICE 
Under Petitions and Requests, 

resident Christine Wilkin spoke 
on behalf of residents concerned 
about ICE actions in and near 
Greenbelt. Reports have been cir-
culating that ICE sta൵ ride along 
on Park Police patrols of the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway 
and have detained some indi-
viduals in routine tra൶c stops; 10 
detainees were held temporarily 
in Greenbelt Park, including one 
U.S. citizen. Wilkin presented to 
council a petition signed by 135 
residents asking the city to inves-
tigate these reports, take appropri-
ate measures to address instances 
of misconduct and report them 
to the proper elected officials, 
issue a public statement address-
ing these concerns and outlining 
steps the city is taking to protect 
residents, alert residents that this 
is happening and inform residents 
and businesses of their rights. 
She also requested that the topic 
be added to the meeting agenda. 
Mayor Emmett Jordan said they 
had referred the reports to U.S. 
Representative Glenn Ivey. He 
announced that Legislative Dis-
trict 22 is hosting bystander train-
ing for ICE encounters on Friday, 
October 24 in Hyattsville. Coun-
cilmember Jenni Pompi read a 
personal statement expressing her 
opposition to federal immigra-
tion enforcement actions on the 
Parkway. Councilmember Kristen 
Weaver noted that the city has of-
fered Know Your Rights training, 
made red cards available telling 
individuals how to exercise their 
constitutional rights and has taken 
other proactive steps. She also 
said the city can advocate for 
state legislation requiring ICE 
officers to unmask when they 
come forward, and that activists 
can do some things that the city 
cannot. Jordan added that if resi-
dents see an ICE detention taking 
place they should report it to the 
Migrant Solidarity Mutual Aid 
(MSMA) or CASA hotlines.

Agenda Addition 
Council then moved to add 

the topic to the meeting agenda 
and continued the discussion. 
Councilmember Rodney Roberts 
thought the city should send a 
letter directly to the Park Police 
to express concern about their 
cooperation with ICE, given the 
longstanding relationship and co-
operation of the Park Police with 
the City of Greenbelt. He said 
such a letter could help people 
who are targeted and may have 
to go to court. Jordan, Weaver, 
Pompi and Councilmember Amy 
Knesel ‒ Councilmembers Dani-
elle McKinney and Silke Pope 
were not present ‒ did not think 
such a letter was appropriate 

because the city has no jurisdic-
tion over federal employees and 
properties. They instead favored 
issuing a statement expressing 
concern and doing more of what 
the city has already been doing 
to support vulnerable residents. 
City Manager Josué Salmerón ac-
knowledged that the city has had 
a great relationship with the Park 
Police and lamented that they 
now are involved in activities the 
city ¿nds objectionable. 

Council candidate Bill Orleans 
encouraged Greenbelt to look into 
becoming attached to any court 
cases where appropriate, suggest-
ing that the National League of 
Cities and Maryland Municipal 
League, to which the city be-
longs, may have taken a stand 
on immigrant issues. Resident 
Lore Rosenthal said that a letter 
to the Park Police from the city 
may not be appropriate, but Ivey 
should be encouraged to write to 
them. She also expressed disap-
pointment that the city did not re-
spond to residents who had asked 
the city to investigate reports of 
ICE activity.

Salmerón said the city im-
mediately followed up on the 
request and was able to con¿rm 
the Park Police-ICE stops on 
the Parkway but not the details. 
Though stops are happening in 
and near Greenbelt they may not 
yet involve Greenbelt residents, 
whose protection is his foremost 
responsibility. He noted the sensi-
tivity of the issue and the discre-
tion required in his role as an ap-
pointed o൶cial. Jordan reiterated 
that he had immediately alerted 
Ivey to the reports. 

Resident Patrice Pascual asked 
if the Park Police could be asked 
for the names of the individuals 
detained. She also wondered if 
landlords and businesses could 
be asked if/how they have been 
a൵ected (i.e., if any of their rent-
ers or employees have been re-
moved), and what the tax impacts 
might be. 

Knesel asked if John Mason, 
the city’s economic coordinator, 
can share information with busi-
nesses on their rights with regard 
to ICE. Salmerón said he will 
discuss this with Mason, suggest-
ing that the city could convene 
people, e.g., subject experts and 
businesses, and facilitate a discus-
sion. He noted that Mason regu-
larly makes business check-ins 
and Mason and Constituent Ser-
vices Coordinator Gizelle Alvarez 
have organized a mixer for Fri-

day focused on Latino businesses. 
Wilkin expressed gratitude 

for the discussion and sugges-
tions. She said advisories regard-
ing ICE activity are needed and 
would like to see the city con-
nect with businesses to inform 
them of their rights. Council 
candidate Frankie Fritz said a 
public statement is important but 
that travel advisories are even 
more so, to let people know ICE 
activity is occurring nearby. He 
cited the importance of working 
with businesses and landlords, 
and recognizing they may not 
all be allies: landlords with unli-
censed rentals may bene¿t from 
undocumented individuals and 
some employers benefit from 
workers who can easily be let 
go without protest. Fritz also 
recommended working directly 
with immigrant communities and 
organizations that support them 
and encouraging residents across 
Greenbelt to document what is 
going on so that one day there 
can be accountability, saying we 
cannot become numb to what is 
happening around us. Resident 
Michael Hartman urged expand-
ing outreach to hotels and other 
hospitality venues. He said a 
letter from the Greenbelt Police 
to the Park Police would be ap-
propriate and helpful. 

Council moved to issue a pub-
lic statement. Jordan thanked 
everyone for their thoughts, pas-
sion and conviction and said that 
council stands with them.

Nonpro¿t? 
Get your 

message here for 
$24.30

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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The Auxiliary of the 

Glenn Dale Fire Association

is having a Vendor Show

Saturday, November 8, 2025

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

11900 Glenn Dale Blvd, 

Glenn Dale, Maryland

Contact Marie at 301-452-1107

Fall Vendor Sale

The o൶ce sta൵, friendly visi-
tors and many (though never 
enough) drivers enjoyed a lunch 
on September 27 planned by 
the GIVES (Greenbelt Intergen-
erational Volunteer Exchange Ser-
vice) board. Besides food there 
were speakers, door prizes and a 
gift for each attendee.

Speakers
VillageRides, a program of the 

Jewish Council for the Aging, 
provides financial and training 
support to GIVES along with 
three other programs in Prince 
George’s County and 12 in Mont-
gomery County. Cristina Obando-
Lemos, the VillageRides program 
manager, compared some par-
ticipation numbers from when 
GIVES first became affiliated 
with VillageRides in 2020 to the 
first two quarters of 2025. In 
2020 seven drivers gave 85 rides 
to 17 riders, going 199 miles 
over 57.25 hours. In the ¿rst half 
of 2025, 746 rides were given 
by 12 drivers in each quarter, 
for 34 unique riders in the ¿rst 
quarter and 33 unique riders in 
the second quarter, going 2,815 
miles over 544 hours. Amazing 
considering all rides ‒ to medical 
appointments, grocery shopping 
and other errands ‒ are within 10 
miles of Greenbelt and most are 
in Greenbelt itself.

Betty Timer, a co-founder of 
GIVES together with Pat Un-
ger, Jean Cook and J Davis, 
provided a history of GIVES and 
her participation in it and the Se-
nior Citizens Advisory Council. 
Timer said there was consider-
able controversy over whether 
Center School, the ¿rst Greenbelt 
elementary school, or North End 
Elementary, added when homes 
were built for defense work-
ers during World War II, would 
be retained as a school. In the 
end, Center School became the 
Community Center and North 
End was torn down in order to 
build the new Greenbelt Elemen-
tary. The Community Center of-
fers many activities for seniors, 
and is the location of the senior 
lounge (where the GIVES o൶ce 
is located), the senior game room 
and the meeting room where 
the Golden Age Club holds its 
weekly meetings.

City Thanks, Support
Mayor Emmett Jordan and 

Councilmember Silke Pope ex-
pressed their thanks to the volun-
teers.  Jordan said, “Thank you 
for all the things GIVES does. 
The city can only do so much,” 
and GIVES multiplies the city’s 
contributions.  Pope, council li-
aison to GIVES, said, “You do 

GIVES Volunteer Drivers Feted 
With a Luncheon and More

by Joan Estenson

so much for so many; you are an 
important part of our community.”

The city provides ¿nancial as-
sistance to GIVES so that unlike 
the other 15 VillageRides pro-
grams, members pay no dues and 
service recipients pay no fees.

Gift and Door Prizes
Roosevelt Center vendors were 

generous with door prizes. Do-
nors were Cedars of Lebanon, 
Greenbelt Cinema, Greenbelt 
Barber & Stylist, Generous Joe’s 
and Heavenly Well of Greenbelt.  
The Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness 
Center donated two prizes.  The 
board donated six mum plants.

Betty Timer, GIVES co-founder, speaks at the luncheon.

From left, Mayor Emmett Jordan, Carol Drees, Carol Shaw and 
Councilmember Silke Pope attend the GIVES luncheon.

GIVES members Jean Cook, 
left, and Iona King enjoy a 
laugh. Cook was a long- time 
president of the Board.

- Photos by Jamie 
Rogers-Sites

Governor Wes Moore an-
nounced on Friday, October 17, 
that the Maryland Transit Ad-
ministration will provide free 
MARC train and Commuter Bus 
service to federal workers during 
the ongoing federal government 
shutdown. 

The free service will be pro-
vided from now through the re-
mainder of the shutdown, and 
any individual with a federal ID 
badge can ride free by showing 
their badge to the operator.

“Marylanders make up a large 
share of the federal workforce, so 
we fully understand the ¿nancial 
strain many of our riders are 
experiencing,” said Maryland De-
partment of Transportation Acting 
Secretary Samantha J. Biddle. 
“Free rides on MARC and Com-
muter Bus ensure that federal 
workers who are still reporting to 
the o൶ce have one less thing to 
worry about.”

Other  s ta te  agencies  an-
nounced government shutdown 
resources: 

Department of Housing and 
Community Development: Pro-
vides information on protections 
from eviction or foreclosure for 
furloughed federal employees, 
housing counseling, legal ser-
vices, affordable housing units, 
homelessness prevention resourc-
es and energy assistance.

Department of Labor: Helps 
with eligibility for unemploy-

Government Shutdown

Federal Workers Ride Free on MARC 

Or Commuter Bus During Shutdown
ment insurance for furloughed 
employees or federal contractors; 
resources for career navigation; 
and the Federal Shutdown Loan 
Program, o൵ers a $700 no-interest 
loan for “excepted” federal em-
ployees working without pay.

Department of Health: Access 
mental health services and sup-
port through the 988 Suicide & 
Crisis Lifeline and Local Behav-
ioral Health authorities.

Department of Human Servic-
es: On-site assistance with appli-
cations for food, cash and other 
aid through marylandbene¿ts.gov, 
including the Emergency Food 
Assistance Program, Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program and 
Temporary Cash Assistance.

For Department of Veterans 
and Military Families: Resources 
are available for veterans and 
active-duty members, including 
the Veterans Trust Fund and ¿ling 
assistance for federal bene¿ts.

Other support o൵ered in Mary-
land includes support in ¿nding a 
new job through 33 American Job 
Centers and a specialized Profes-
sional Outplacement Assistance 
Center, including individualized 
career guidance, resumé work-
shops, mock interviews, career 
and skills assessment, effective 
job search strategies and network-
ing support.

The above article is drawn 
from a press release from the of-
¿ce of Governor Wes Moore.

Cape Canaveral, Florida: T-minus 2 hours. Julius Verzosa 
and Nicole Shyong are looking at news while awaiting a rocket 
launch at Kennedy Space Center near the famed Vehicle As-
sembly Building.

Greenbelters Travel
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ST. HUGH’S ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS 

BAZAAR  

Saturday, November 1st 
Sunday, November 2nd  

 9:00 AM—2:00 PM  
  

Crafts, Jewelry, Toys, Vendors, Door Prizes, Plants, Food, 
Baked Goods, White Elephant, Glassware and 

Silent Auction  
  

St. Hugh’s Catholic Church  
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt  MD 20770 

  

Greenbelt Cinema has been 
working to make its screenings 
more Sensory Friendly, something 
it began to explore over the sum-
mer. Movie theaters are not an 
easy environment for everyone. 
The seat may feel uncomfort-
able, the room may be too loud, 
too bright, too dark or the im-
ages may change too quickly. 
“Greenbelt is a place where as a 
community we care about making 
space for everyone,” said Lauren 
Rankel, who leads education 
for Greenbelt Cinema. So, the 
Cinema used grant money from 
Greenbelt Community Founda-
tion to offer sensory-friendly 
screenings of three ¿lms from the 
School’s Out series: Parent Trap, 
Tomorrowland and Mr. Peabody 
and Sherman. These screenings 
had dimmed house lights, lower 
sound and gave viewers the op-
tion of moving around or access-
ing their tablets.

The Cinema now o൵ers sen-
sory support items, which are 
always available for anyone to 
check out at the counter. These 
include sunglasses, earplugs, 
noise-dampening headphones, 
three-pound weighted lap pads, 
silent fidget items and nubbly 
inÀatable “wiggle cushions” that 
can help people feel more com-
fortable sitting through a movie.

Summer Camp
Another new program the Cin-

ema o൵ered for the ¿rst time this 
summer was a camp for 15 kids 
aged 9 to 13, who produced three 
short films during a week-long 
summer camp in August. After 
three years of running an eight-
week middle school program with 
Silver Oaks School, Greenbelt 
Cinema had the experience nec-
essary to run a fully-Àedged day 
camp, in partnership with Green-
belt Access Television (GATe). 
From 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., kids 
studied stop-motion animation 
and worked in teams to write and 
produce their movies.

Rankel emphasized skills, fun 
and friendship for the week. She 
chose stop motion for the camp 
because “it’s well known, and 
lends itself to so much creativity, 
and they can make it without ap-
pearing in it themselves.”

Each movie featured the Cin-
ema’s three little birds, “Lights, 
Camera  and Act ion .”  Kids 
worked in small groups to de-
velop theme and story ideas, 
honing skills like negotiating and 
compromising because, as Rankel 
said, “Films are not made by one 
person working alone.” In one 
team, one kid wanted the ¿lm to 
be about Lady Gaga, and some-
one else wanted it to be about 
superheroes. So, “Lady Gaga got 
kidnapped and the super birds got 
to rescue her,” she said. Students 
learned how to give and receive 
constructive feedback in peer 
review. They practiced public 
speaking and presenting their 
work. At the end of the week, 
students presented their movies to 
invited guests.

Special Programming
Greenbelt Cinema o൵ers many 

special programs that demon-
strate the value of seeing a ¿lm 
in a community setting, includ-
ing special speakers, Film in 
Focus, Cinema Classics, Sunday 
Scaries, Book vs. Movie and 
Cult Classics. As a nonprofit, 
Greenbelt Cinema continually 

Greenbelt Cinema Increases Its 
Inclusive and Educational Programs

by Melissa Sites

develops programming to serve 
the community in new ways. 
Rankel suggested that younger 
children used to the Storytime on 
Screen program can try out lon-
ger School’s Out movies, saying, 
“Parents are comfortable coming 
here, and people are supportive. 
We’re here to be in it with other 
people. It’s about the commu-
nity.” Sensory-friendly screenings 

and sensory-support items are one 
more way Greenbelt Cinema has 
made movie-going more acces-
sible to everyone.

To support Greenbelt Cinema, 
make a donation to the nonpro¿t 
at greenbeltcinema.org/donations. 
With any questions about educa-
tion programs at Greenbelt Cin-
ema, contact Rankel at Lauren@
GreenbeltCinema.org.

Students work on a team-building activity, decorating a Summer 
Youth Workshop 2025 Àag. Clockwise from bottom left are Ali 
Everitt (GATe instructor), Karsyn Joynes, Maren O'Roark, Ezra 
Valverde and Renny Majano (Greenbelt Cinema intern).

Students work on their stop-motion ¿lms.
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Fifteen talented student musi-
cians from Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School (ERHS) delighted 
an audience of fellow students, 
families, community members 
and sta൵ on Friday, October 10 
in the school auditorium. Their 
performance shone with remark-
able musical talent, passion and 
dedication to their craft.

Some students even performed 
original songs, showcasing their 
creativity and individuality. Audi-
ence members waved their cell-
phone Àashlights in pride, ¿lling 
the auditorium with school spirit. 
Dynamic lighting effects and a 
fog machine added excitement 
and atmosphere to the show, en-

Student Musicians Shine 

In Special Concert at ERHS
by Li’l Dan Celdran

hancing the concert experience.
This special event was spon-

sored by the ERHS Guitar and 
Recording Technology Program, 
reflecting the school’s ongoing 
commitment to fostering creativ-
ity, self-expression and a love for 
music among students.

All community members are 
encouraged to support and attend 
future performances – their pres-
ence helps inspire these young 
artists and strengthens the con-
nection between the school and 
the wider Greenbelt community. 

Stay tuned – there’s more 
great music coming this spring.

Li’l Dan Celdran is a parent 
of a junior at ERHS.

Pumpkins at the annual Pumpkin Walk on October 18

- Photos by Jon Gardner

http://greenbeltcinema.org/donations
mailto:Lauren@GreenbeltCinema.org
mailto:Lauren@GreenbeltCinema.org
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Greenbelters Herb and Vera 
Reed recently drove to Eph-
rata, Pa., as part of a group from 
Hyattsville Mennonite Church 
(HMC) delivering 91 comforters 
to Mennonite Central Commit-
tee’s (MCC) Materials Resource 
Center.

On Wednesday mornings, Herb 
and Vera, along with other mem-
bers of HMC, meet to make 
comforters that MCC then ships 
to people in need. “MCC sends 
these comforters all over the 
world to places where there are 
refugees needing blankets,” Herb 
said. Particularly moving for the 
Reeds, however, was to arrive 
at the Materials Resource Center 
just as a shipping container full 
of supplies was in its ¿nal stages 
of preparation for shipment to 
Ukraine. According to the Reeds, 
the container was full of comfort-
ers, various health and school kits 
and food items. “It felt almost 
ceremonial,” said Vera, of watch-
ing the final preparation of the 
shipping container, which will 
travel by tractor trailer to the 
Port of Baltimore, then by ship 
to Istanbul before its ¿nal arrival 
in Ukraine. “It was emotional.”

The comforter group at HMC 
began in 2023 when member 
Saundra Plett invited others to 
join her making comforters for 
MCC to use as part of their com-
forter project. The Reeds got 
involved, Herb said, because “the 
churches we grew up with all 
had sewing circles, and one of 
their projects often was quilts and 
comforters. It is part of our tradi-
tion as Mennonites to do this.” 
Vera added, “Our parents were 
involved in projects, sending 
comforters and gathering supplies 
(to provide aid to those in need 
worldwide).”

Herb explained that the MCC 
began in the 1920s as a way for 
American Mennonites to provide 
aid for Ukrainian Mennonites suf-
fering during the Russian Civil 
War, but it now provides food 
and aid packages for those suf-
fering or displaced around the 
world. On September 17, the 
Hyattsville group arrived at the 
Materials Resource Center and 
not only delivered the comforters 
to MCC but also volunteered in 
some of MCC’s many projects. 
“They make school kits with 
school supplies in them; health 
kits; women’s and girls’ hygiene 
kits – they sew washable men-
strual pads, lined with absorbent 
fleece and those are in the hy-
giene kits.” The Reeds assembled 
sewing kits while visiting. All of 
the kits made by MCC are put 

Greenbelters Deliver Comforters
To an International Aid Agency

by Kyla Hanington

in bags made from leftover or 
recycled fabric, sewn into a bag 
with a drawstring so that once 
the items in the kits are gone, 
“the bag becomes something use-
ful,” Vera said. “Everything is 
recycled,” Herb said. “Nothing is 
wasted.”

Of the Wednesday morning 
comforter group at HMC, Vera 
said: “It nurtured us, and now 
I never miss it, I prioritize it. I 
never plan something like a lunch 
date the same day.” She reÀected 
on the ways in which they are 
able to do things both to aid the 
local community, including an 
asylum seeker whom they support 
closely, and they support those 
su൵ering overseas. The comfort-

ers alone have gone to di൵erent 
U.S. states, Malawi, Canada, 
Ukraine and elsewhere.

“You don’t have to be a 
church to make comforters,” Herb 
said. “A community group could 
make comforters or could make 
school kits.” He explained that 
MCC has strict pattern and qual-
ity control protocols for each of 
its projects. To learn more about 
MCC and its work for displaced 
people, visit mcc.org.

Some completed comforters waiting for delivery hang on display in the basement of Hyattsville  
Mennonite Church.

Comforters are arranged in Hyattsville Mennonite Church before 
the trip to Ephrata, Pa.

- Photos by Herb Reed

Elvis himself protests at the No 
Kings rally outside the Munici-
pal Building on October 18.

Signs from the No Kings 
rally outside the Munici-
pal Building. See more on 
page 20.

- Photos by Christine 
Doran

http://mcc.org
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Council News

GHI Presents Update to Council:

Stormwater, Pipes, Parking, More
by Matthew Arbach

Beside the ICE concerns dis-
cussed at the October 14 Green-
belt City Council meeting (see 
separate story), several other 
items were discussed and acted 
on. Council approved the pur-
chase of a mower and two ve-
hicles for use by Public Works, 
received an update on EV charg-
ing stations, discussed legislative 
priorities and issued two procla-
mations. 

Resident Requests 
Tom Leamond requested that 

the city provide dedicated space 
and a part-time sta൵er for a job 
search cooperative for residents. 
The space would give residents 
access to job postings and other 
resources and could serve as a 
point of contact with local em-
ployers and a venue for work-
shops. 

Lore Rosenthal reported that 
Sunrise Caribbean Restaurant 
in Roosevelt Center is falling 
into debt as it faces kitchen and 
HVAC repairs, water in the walls 
and other unforeseen problems. 
She and Michael Hartman have 
brought this to the attention of 
John Mason, the city’s economic 
coordinator. She hoped a small 
business loan could help them out 
as it seems unfair that a new city 
business has to deal with such 
hardships on their own. 

Hartman and Rosenthal also 
requested removing purchase of 
a gas-powered mower from the 
meeting’s consent agenda, as the 
city has a plan to transition to 
electric machinery and vehicles, 
and suggested that electric ver-
sions of the mower are available.  

Mower for New Field 
City Manager Josué Salm-

erón reported that during the Fall 
Festival at Schrom Hills Park 
the ribbon was cut on the newly 
revamped athletic field, which 
now is at competition level. The 
city is already getting requests to 
use the field from leagues and 
schools. Councilmember Kristen 
Weaver expressed concern that 
the field, with $1M just spent 
on it, not be used under weather 
conditions that could degrade it. 
Salmerón assured her the city 
would monitor that issue. 

The $17.5K mower that the 
city seeks council authorization 
to purchase is for use on the 
Schrom Hills field, and Assis-
tant Public Works Director-Parks 
Brian Townsend explained the  
rationale for selecting a gas-
powered mower. A competition 
level ¿eld must be kept at a grass 
height of 0.75 to 1 inch and elec-
tric mowers can only cut to 1.5 
inch. He said though it doesn’t 
sound like a large di൵erence, it 
can affect how the ball moves, 
which is important for a compe-
tition-level ¿eld. Electric mowers 
were considered but they all cut 
no lower than 1.5 inches and 
were considerably higher in cost. 

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts said a reel-turn mower would 
be better, saying that is the type 
used on golf courses. Townsend 
replied that he had discussed 
mowers with the field installer 
(Capitol Sports Fields) who said 
reel mowers can cost over $60K 
and recommended the $17.5K 
mower. Roberts said that most 

Mower, Legislative Priorities  
Big Topics at Council Meeting 

by Deanna Dawson 

reel mowers are pulled behind 
a tractor or golf cart rather than 
being self-propelled. Townsend 
acknowledged that they didn’t 
investigate pull-behind reel mow-
ers but went with the installer’s 
recommendation. He didn’t think 
a tractor should be used on the 
new field and said the Public 
Works golf cart can’t pull any-
thing heavy. 

Salmerón noted that the city 
has chosen electric for several 
recent vehicle purchases. Weaver 
said that “we have aspirations,” 
but it’s not realistic to get electric 
for everything and “we do the 
best we can.” 

The motion to approve pur-
chase of the $17.5K mower 
passed in a 4 to 1 vote (Council-
members Danielle McKinney and 
Silke Pope were not present at 
the meeting). 

Vehicle Purchases 
The 2026 budget allocated 

$182K for vehicle replacement. 
Townsend noted that two vehicles 
scheduled for replacement are 
still in good working order and 
do not need to be replaced now. 
Replacement of another vehicle, 
a 2014 cargo van, was pushed 
back last year and is now a high 
priority.  

Public Works wants to replace 
the van with an EV van and a 
2012 Ford-150 pickup with a new 
Ford-250 with lift gate and snow 
plow. An EV pickup with those 
options is not available. 

Council voted to authorize 
the city manager to purchase 
these vehicles at a total cost of 
$120.5K. 

EV Chargers 
Salmerón reported that the 

electric vehicle charging station 
by the Municipal Building has 
been removed and will be re-
placed by four dual-port Level 2 
charging stations, which should 
be operational in three to five 
weeks. The EV charging sta-
tions planned for the Community 
Center/Library parking lot are 
nearing permit issuance. A section 
of road will need to be cut but 
most work will be underground. 
Salmerón expected these charging 
stations to be ready by the end of 
the year. 

Legislative Priorities 
Mayor Emmett Jordan noted 

that it’s time to submit the city’s 
legislative priorities to the Prince 
George’s County Municipal As-
sociation (PGCMA). Standing 
priorities include expanding city 
zoning authority, regulating on-
line streaming services to sustain 
local media and opposing Belt-
way widening and tolls. Weaver 
noted that only one priority can 
be submitted and that expansion 
of zoning authority has some 
state resistance, though perhaps 
the city could request a greater 
role in permitting. Councilmem-
ber Jenni Pompi recalled that a 
state working group was formed 
to consider local zoning author-
ity. Salmerón clarified that the 
Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission (M-
NCPPC) is working to “revolu-
tionize” zoning and permitting, 
including incorporating arti¿cial 
intelligence to help expedite the 
permit process. Roberts expressed 

concern that M-NCPPC will cut 
input from the public and said 
the city needs a lawyer and the 
will to ¿ght county zoning deci-
sions in court. Jordan said he 
would like the city manager and 
planning director to discuss this 
issue further. 

Pompi wanted to see just-
cause eviction o൵ered as the city 
priority, which requires landlords 
to provide a legally valid rea-
son for an eviction. She noted 
that most municipalities do not 
respond to the PGCMA request 
for priorities so she, as council’s 
representative on PGCMA, could 
possibly suggest additional pri-
orities at the next meeting, which 
was to be October 16. 

Residents suggested additional 
priorities to raise: 1) enshrine 
all-resident voting in the state 
code (Robert Goldberg-Strassler), 
and 2) the state data privacy act 
(Hartman). Hartman said the state 
data privacy act failed to pass 
last year but noncitizens joining 
voter rolls makes voter data pri-
vacy more important. 

After additional discussion, 
Weaver moved to advance just-
cause eviction as the top priority 
and to mention these other pri-
orities at the PGCMA meeting. 
Councilmember Amy Knesel sec-
onded the motion, which passed 
by a vote of 4 to 0. 

Proclamations 
Jordan proclaimed October 

20 to 24 as Maryland Economic 
Development Week, sharing the 
proclamation with Paul Ricketts 
of Greenbelt Business Alliance 
and Karen Mulligan of API-
Source, a woman-owned apparel 
decorating and branding business 
headquartered on Walker Drive. 

Jordan also proclaimed Octo-
ber as Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month, noting that the city 
displays commemorative purple 
lights at the Municipal Building 
and Police Station. Police Chief 
Richard Bowers accepted the 
proclamation. 

On October 6, the Greenbelt 
City Council met with represen-
tatives of Greenbelt Homes, Inc. 
(GHI) to discuss concerns and 
ongoing efforts. Despite some 
challenges, GHI Board President 
Stefan Brodd said that, overall, 
GHI is functioning well. Estab-
lished in 1952, GHI consists of 
1,600 homes and has between 
3,000 to 3,500 residents, over an 
area of 250 acres.

There is currently a vacancy 
on the GHI Board of Directors 
(BOD), with nominees being ac-
cepted and a decision to be made 
at the October 16 meeting.

The employment upheaval at 
the federal level has presented 
financial difficulties for some 
GHI members. Brodd has ¿elded 
requests to create an emergency 
fund, similar to what was done 
during the Covid pandemic.

GHI property values have 
risen, with there being a first-
time occurrence of houses sell-
ing for both over $400,000 and 
$500,000.

Interior Pipe Replacement
GHI has initiated a program 

to replace all interior pipes in the 
homes. So far, 100 homes have 
been addressed, with perhaps up 
to 200 next year. The goal is to 
do a full replacement in 8 to 10 
years. In addition, there has been 
an active replacement of water 
heaters and roofs.

Stormwater Management
The piping system devoted to 

stormwater management continues 
to be a pressing issue, with Àood-
ing occurring at troubling rates. 
The city owns the main piping, 
with GHI responsible for the 
lateral pipes.

For many years, the city has 
been pursuing the goal of trans-
ferring ownership of the pipes to 
the county, as it has done in oth-
er parts of the city. City Manager 
Josué Salmerón informed council 
that staff is working through 
engineering and legal matters to 
make this happen. He said that 

there are upgrades to the system 
that need to be made before a 
transfer can occur. Brodd hoped 
that GHI and the city could work 
together on this. Salmerón added 
that the project is very much past 
due.

Salmerón said that the city 
does a great deal of pre-storm 
maintenance and cleaning of the 
system. Councilmember Rodney 
Roberts expressed doubts that the 
county could ful¿ll those e൵orts 
if there were a transfer, say-
ing that county resources could 
best be used to provide updates. 
Councilmember Kristen Weaver 
said that a balance would need 
to be struck for optimal results. 
Salmerón added that a tax dif-
ferential that would prevent resi-
dents from being doubly taxed 
for services would need to be 
achieved legislatively.

GHI Board Vice President 
Debbie McKinley stated that 
there should be an exploration 
of green solutions to stormwater, 
as has been successful in many 
other places.

Cell Reception
GHI, as well as other areas in 

the city, continues to experience 
dead spots in cellphone reception. 
The need for emergency call-
ing is the most urgent concern. 
Salmerón said that the city has 
been speaking with T-Mobile 
about solutions. Mayor Emmett 
Jordan stressed that collective 
resident complaints would be the 
most e൵ective strategy to get this 
resolved.

Archives
GHI has a need for the proper 

storage and archiving of its his-
torical records. Brodd said that 
GHI would prefer the materials 
go to the Greenbelt Museum, 
for better access by researchers. 
He suggested employing a pro-
fessional archivist. Jordan said 
that the University of Maryland 
could be a resource as well as 

See GHI, page  14

St. Hugh’s Bazaar
Coming in November 

St. Hugh of Grenoble Catho-
lic Church will hold its annual 
Christmas Bazaar on November 
1 and 2 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
There will be vendors, jewelry, 
food and baked goods. And, of 
course, a big Christmas section 
as well as white elephant items.  
Come enjoy great buys at 135 
Crescent Road. Enter the bazaar 
from the rear parking lot of the 
church.  

Chamber Music Nov. 1  
At the New Deal Café

Members of Greenbelt Com-
munity Orchestra will play string 
quartets and quintets at the New 
Deal Café on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. All 
are welcome to come listen to 
music by Mozart and other clas-
sical composers.

The next free concert by the 
full orchestra will take place on 
Sunday, November 16 at 3 p.m. 
in the Community Center gym. 

Visit greenbeltorchestra.org for 
more information.

http://greenbeltorchestra.org
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Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Ask About Our Convenient 
Same Day Crowns

featuring high-tech digital impressions 

comfortable, fast and accurate

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

NEED A GREENBELT 

HOME WITH A SECOND 

BATHROOM?

2 BD | 2 BA $340,000 

This roomy 2-bedroom brick 
Greenbelt co-op townhome 
has been expanded to create 
a space that could be used 
as a third bedroom, or a great 
home of�ce or family room, 
with a second full bath.

45N Ridge Road

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from 
sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in 
Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900

3 BD | 2 BA $256,000

This charmer features a rare 
�rst-�oor addition with a 
full bath, perfect as a third 
bedroom or cozy sitting room, 
along with fresh updates and 
great outdoor spaces for 
morning coffee or evening 
relaxation.

16N Ridge Road

2 BD | 2 BA $290,000

This charmer has a very 
smart addition that includes 
a second full bath. Plus, a 
kitchen bump-out brings 
in more light and extra 
workspace, and other fun 
architectural details add �air 
and practicality to this co-op 
townhome.

58C Ridge Road

HERE’S  THREE TWO ONE

GREAT CHOICE!

Under Contract

Available Now!

Under Contract

Re-Elect Rodney Roberts 
Highlights of Roberts’ achievements as a member of City Council:

• Passage of City ordinance creating the Greenbelt Forest Preserve.

• Passage of a community policing program including our Þrst bicycle patrols.

• Lead negotiator in acquiring the Sunrise property in Greenbelt East. 

• Secured $648,000 from State Board of Public Works for Sunrise acquisition.

• Acquisition of the Greenbelt Theater.

• Creation of the Community Center Arts Coordinator position.

• Inclusion of Boxwood, Sunrise, and Mandan forest tracts in Forest Preserve.

• Hiring of legal counsel to Þght MagLev train.


Roberts’ achievements as a citizen: 

• While on Council, Roberts’ legal suit against the U.S. Treasury Department, using his 

own funds and donations, forced Treasury to abandon their plans to dump 120,000 
gallons of polluted waste-water daily into Beaver Dam Creek.


• Prior to serving on Council, Roberts led efforts to defeat development on what is now 
the Forest Preserve.


Roberts’ goals for the next two years include:

• Keep Council’s promise to our First Responders to work with the County and build a 

City owned Þre house on the Armory site.

• Complete the hiker-biker trail from Greenbelt Station community to the Metro.

• Seek National Park status for BARC, NASA, and Patuxent NWR.

• Press State Highway administration for construction of Beltway Noise barriers.

• Use Program Open Space funds for a new Greenbelt West park.

• Fight to make sure all Greenbelt residents can use their constitutional right to free 

speech without fear of retribution.

• Re-invigorate and expand our Police bicycle patrols and community policing.

• Oppose tax increases to close our multi-million dollar structural deÞcit.


For more information: 240-375-4947   

By Authority of Candidate PAID AD

QUESTION 3 continued from page 1

this community than someone 
who hasn’t just read about its is-
sues but has actually experienced 
them. People talk to me because 
they know I’m one of them. For 
example, I organize food give-
aways and often get calls from 
parents, especially single mothers 
when they’re struggling with their 
child’s behavior. I listen, support 
and advocate for everyone.

Kristen L.K. Weaver
From years as a middle school 

teacher and now science com-
municator at Goddard, I bring 
a strong sense of organization, 
attention to detail and analytical 
and data-driven thought processes 
to everything I do. Only weeks 
after being elected in 2021, I 
helped council organize a review 
of police practices by tracking 
suggestions during the discussion. 
My science communication back-
ground provides experience in 
distilling important points, assess-
ing where confusion is occurring, 
and explaining concepts clearly, 
skills helpful for community out-
reach as well as ensuring meet-
ings run smoothly and outcomes 
and next steps are identi¿ed. 

Since joining council, I have 
leaned into areas of passion, 
making connections beyond 
Greenbelt by serving on the Sus-
tainable Maryland Certi¿ed Ex-
ecutive Committee, as well as 
the Transportation Planning Board 
and the National League of Cit-
ies’ Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Services Committee, bringing 
subject matter knowledge back 
to the city to improve our en-
vironmental and transportation 
practices locally.

Amy Knesel
Community building has been 

the throughline of my work long 
before I joined council. I have 
a deep understanding of how to 
connect people with opportuni-
ties to contribute ‒ whether that’s 
ideating with Scout groups on 
how kids can impact our city’s 
function, strengthening partner-
ships between mutual aid groups 
or supporting renters and small 
businesses, co-ops, and nonprof-
its. I see community as Green-
belt’s greatest asset, and I use 
my experience in outreach and 
organizing to help residents plug 
in where they’re needed most. 
On council, that means investing 
in people-first programs, im-
proving communication between 
residents and sta൵ and ensuring 
every voice has a place in shap-
ing our city’s future. After nearly 
two years of service, I now better 
understand how council functions 
‒ and I’m ready to translate those 
ideas into practical, lasting action 
for Greenbelt.

Bill Orleans
I suggest no expertise.  I 

know nothing (at least not any-
thing with a certainty not open 
to suasion, the only constructive 
form of coercion), save that may-
be I have a heightened perception 
to recognize the pretense common 
to our species.

Only one thing separates elect-
ed council and residents who 
elect it:  council votes on the 
questions before it, residents do 
not. Council should conduct the 
city’s business substantively, not 
super¿cially, and of course par-
ticipate in the discussion of any 
agenda item, but not presume to 
dominate it. Residents’ right and 
opportunity to engage in the dis-
cussion should be recognized and 
encouraged, more so.  Council is 
not, nor are its individual mem-
bers, special.  The people should 

be wary of electing anyone to 
any o൶ce who would see them-
selves as such, and who want it 
too much. If elected, my ¿rst pri-
ority would be to ensure greater 
participation from more engaged 
residents.

Emmett V. Jordan
As a Greenbelt city council-

member, I bring broad expertise 
in municipal budgeting, external 
relations and community develop-
ment – positioning us to advance 
Greenbelt’s priorities.

Years on council and as mayor 
sharpened my ability to advocate 
with state, county and regional 
leaders, ensuring Greenbelt’s in-
terests are heard at every level. 
My professional experience in 
nonpro¿t management has built 
our city’s capacity to secure 
grants and community develop-
ment funding.

For instance, my persistent 
advocacy with council and city 
managers led to hiring a grants 
writer, which rapidly increased 
city revenues and support for 
local programs. Through my ser-
vice on the National League of 
Cities (NLC) board, we secured 
Bloomberg Philanthropies fund-
ing for the Greenbelt Business 
Alliance directory and joined the 
NLC Local Infrastructure Hub for 
additional resources.

I am dedicated to deliver-
ing sustainable solutions for our 
community through strategic part-
nerships and collaboration. My 
steadfast commitment and deep 
local knowledge will guide every 
decision.

Jenni Pompi
As an editor and former jour-

nalist, I bring to council exper-

tise in clarity, collaboration and 
process discipline that directly 
supports Greenbelt’s priorities. In 
my day job, I regularly translate 
complex information into clear, 
actionable language, which is 
vital as a councilmember when 
evaluating legislative policy, 
budget proposals or public safety 
initiatives. I also regularly guide 
experts through problem-solving; 
a skill I use on council to tackle 
the economic and safety chal-
lenges facing residents.  

With roots in journalism and 
public communications, I know 
how to engage diverse audiences 
and earn trust through transparen-
cy. I apply that to making council 
decisions more accessible and 
understandable to all residents. 
Whether expanding EV infrastruc-
ture, advancing pedestrian safety, 
strengthening inclusion e൵orts or 
mitigating constituent concerns, I 
act as a translator between sta൵, 
experts and constituents – turning 
plans into action, while keeping 
Greenbelt’s core values of coop-
eration and equity at the center. 

Silke I. Pope  
I believe understanding our 

community’s needs is crucial to 
my success and translating them 
into practical solutions is my 
strength.  I use my skills to en-
hance public safety and advocate 
for improved intra-city transpor-
tation such as a circulator bus.  
With my experience in banking 
and international business rela-
tions, I will ensure responsible 
financial planning that protects 
city services while planning for 
Greenbelt’s future.  I am looking 
forward to collaboratively ¿nding 
new ways to fund our infrastruc-

ture projects and other fiscal 
responsibilities that we must ac-
complish in the upcoming years. 
Finding additional tax-based 
income opportunities will be 
vital for our community’s future. 
Fiscal restraint is essential to 
our future successes.  My ap-
proach is grounded in listening, 
teamwork and fairness for all.  I 
believe that by working together, 
we can maintain Greenbelt’s 
unique character while improv-
ing the quality of life for all 
residents today and in the years 
to come.

Rodney M. Roberts
At age 8, my father, a map-

maker, carpenter and builder, 
began teaching me construction 
trades: carpentry, masonry, roof-
ing, plumbing, etc. He said, “it’s 
a sin to waste a good building.” 
I’m also a master mechanic, 
welder, fabricator, etc. with 50 
years’ experience on all types 
of equipment and vehicles. This 
experience directly informs my 
decisions on the expenditure of 
taxpayer dollars, including proj-
ects like the Armory.

A lifelong Greenbelt resident, 
34 years on council, chair of 
Committee to Save the Green 
Belt (CSGB), 37-year provider 
of Pumpkin Walk hot choco-
late and apple cider. I credit 
Pumpkin Walks, started in 1988 
by the CSGB Activities Sub-
committee, with passage of the 
Forest Preserve Ordinance. That 
personal outreach led to huge 
resident turnouts at many im-
portant council meetings. I hope 
to use that experience to achieve 
National Park status for BARC, 
Goddard, Patuxent Wildlife Ref-

uge and the adjoining forest to 
bene¿t future Greenbelters.

Danielle P. McKinney
My career has been devoted 

to helping people and organiza-
tions adapt and thrive in a chang-
ing world. As a senior leader in 
learning and development at Mar-
riott, I focus on preparing people 
for the jobs of the future – build-
ing skills in leadership, service, 
technology and resilience in an 
era of rapid change. That experi-
ence, spanning both the public 
and private sectors, includes: 
managing budgets and complex 
multi-year projects, overseeing 
contracts and vendor relation-
ships, analyzing data and facili-
tating cross-functional teams to 

See QUESTION 3, page  15

http://www.mccarldental.com
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NO TRICKS, JUST TREATS AT

YOUR CO-OP!

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

Stock up on spooky snacks, pumpkin spice
delights, and everything you need for a

cozy October night.

Shop local. Eat seasonal. Celebrate spooky season — Co-op style!

local mums
from Shlagel Farms pumpkin spice lattes pumpkin smoothiepumpkins

specialty candles &
Klean Kanteen

Annual Walk to School Day 
was Wednesday, October 8. It 
usually takes place on the first 
Wednesday of October and was 
designed to encourage students 
and families to walk and bike to 
school, to raise awareness of the 
need for safe routes to school and 
to build active habits and com-
munity. In Greenbelt, Springhill 
Lake Elementary School is com-
prised almost entirely of students 
who walk to school. The Green-
belt News Review joined them 
as students gathered in the dark 
with administrators and Greenbelt 
police officers behind Beltway 
Plaza. 

Classes begin at 7:30 a.m. 
for these students but they need 
to make it to school earlier to 
eat breakfast, which is served at 
7:15 a.m. Breakfast and lunch 
are o൵ered at all Prince George’s 
County Public Schools and at 
some schools, like Springhill 
Lake, both meals are o൵ered to 
students free of charge based on 
the income levels of their school 
community.

A School of Walkers
Springhill Lake Elementa-

ry Assistant Principal Andrew 
Karnes estimated 97 percent of 
the school’s students are walkers, 
though sometimes their parents 
drive them and drop them o൵. 

The only students who don’t 
walk are the Community Refer-
enced Instruction (CRI) students, 
says Karnes. According to Prince 
George’s County Public Schools 
(PGCPS), the CRI program pro-
vides instruction for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities 
who require specialized instruc-
tion based on alternate academic 
achievement standards and as-
sessments in the least restrictive 
environment. “We’re the regional 
school [for CRI] so they might 
be coming from Hyattsville or 
College Park,” said Karnes. “And 
then we have some students that 
are homeless. They are being 
brought by buses from wherever 
they’ve been displaced to.” Asked 
if they have a large homeless 
student population, Karnes said 

A Walk to School with Springhill
Lake Students, Teachers, Police

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

it usually ranges between 30 and 
40 students.

Next Year’s Walk
The fact  that  a lmost  a l l 

Springhill Lake students are 
walkers was a factor in deter-
mining a location nearby within 
walking distance, for them to go 
to school while their new build-
ing is built in the current loca-
tion. So, next year the students 
will be walking in a different 
direction, to what is currently 
Dora Kennedy French Immersion 
school, beside Greenbelt Middle 
School. That location will be 

a temporary home for Spring-
hill Lake Elementary, something 
PGCPS calls a “swing space,” for 
two years. “We’re kind of bust-
ing at the seams where we are 
… pretty much every classroom 
space that we have at our school 
is ¿lled,” said Karnes, who says 
the school tries to keep class 
sizes between 15 and 23 students. 

The swing space location has 
more green space, including a 
¿eld shared with Greenbelt Mid-
dle School, and Karnes estimates 

Students, teachers and police stand outside Springhill Lake Elementary after walking to school together.
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A police o൶cer leads students on the walk.

See SCHOOL, page  14
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On October 16 Greenbelt Po-
lice Department held a commu-
nity meeting with residents in 
the Community Center. A small 
crowd of residents attended with 
concerns that ranged from loiter-
ing and homelessness to recent 
fatal gun violence in the city 
(see the October 9 issue). Police 
reported that overall crime in the 
city is down, including major 
crime, arson, homicide, rape, rob-
bery, kidnapping and aggravated 
assault.

Major Crime Declines
Crime in Greenbelt has fallen 

12 percent this year and more 
than 30 percent since 2023, Po-
lice Chief Richard Bowers told 
residents during the community 
meeting. Robberies have dropped 
37 percent, carjackings 80 percent 
and vehicle thefts 20 percent. 
Only assaults showed a slight 
uptick of about 6 percent. “We’re 
closing in on pre-Covid crime 
rates,” Bowers said. “We continue 
to see numbers trend in a good 
direction.”

The decline has freed o൶cers 
for more proactive patrols, he 
added. On the other hand, calls 
for service climbed to roughly 
22,000 so far this year, up from 
18,000 in 2024, largely because 
of nearly 8,000 “premise checks” 
‒ visits to businesses, parks and 
other public spaces designed to 
deter crime.

Investigations, Accountability 
Bowers also addressed serious 

crime. He said two homicides that 
occurred earlier this month remain 
active investigations and could 
not yet be discussed publicly. 
Responding to questions about 
accountability, he noted that most 
defendants are released on person-
al recognizance under Maryland 
law, though the department has 
seen some shifts in detention poli-
cies at the state and county levels, 
particularly within the Department 
of Juvenile Justice.

Crime Down as Police, Leaders

Emphasize Prevention, Community
by Stephen Lotz

Scams
Lt. Irelisse Fernandez urged 

residents to secure their homes 
and vehicles and be alert for 
scams. She described a recent 
text-message fraud attempt that 
appeared to come from her own 
bank and said, “If it feels wrong, 
just hang up.” The city will share 
scam-prevention resources ahead 
of an October 28 virtual work-
shop hosted by the Public Safety 
Advisory Committee and AARP.

CARES Involvement
Juvenile crime, o൶cials said, 

continues to involve a small num-
ber of repeat offenders, with 
recent cases centering more on 
robberies of sneakers and back-
packs than vehicle thefts. CARES 
and its partner programs work 
with both youth and families to 
redirect at-risk teens. The city has 
celebrated eight GED graduates 
this year, including several re-
ferred through CARES (for more 
on the recent GED graduates see 
article on page 15).

Unhoused Individuals
Residents also discussed loi-

tering and homelessness around 
Beltway Plaza bus stops. Bowers 
said o൶cers regularly check the 
area and try to connect unhoused 
people with social service pro-
grams but cannot compel anyone 
to accept help. “You can offer, 
but you can’t force,” he said. 

Deputy Chief Tim White add-
ed that the department’s crisis 
counselor has helped several un-
housed individuals obtain identi¿-
cation, enroll in county programs 
and access shelter. “We’re trying 
one individual, one interaction at 
a time, to make it better for the 
community, make it better for 
that individual and try to ¿gure 
out a solution long term,” he 
said.

Funding Challenges 
City leaders also discussed 

See POLICE, page  14

http://anacostiatrails.org
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Police Blotter
Incidents reported here occurred October 13-19, 2025. Readers are encouraged to contact the police if 

they have information that may aid in an inquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email 
pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

FRANKIE FRITZ 
COUNCIL

ENDORSED BY:

FULL LIST AT FRANKIEFORGREENBELT.ORG/ENDORSEMENTS

ABOUT FRANKIE

8 YEARS AS A COMMUNITY AND

LABOR ORGANIZER IN MARYLAND

HOUSING AND PUBLIC SAFETY

POLICY ANALYST FOR LOCAL

GOVERNMENT 

PROUD GREENBELT HOMES INC.

(“GHI”) MEMBER

GREENBELT CITY

AUTHORIZED BY FRANKIE FOR GREENBELT. EMILY FRIAS, TREASURER.

FOR
PRIORITIES

SUPPORT FEDERAL WORKERS AND CITY
WORKER'S RIGHT TO ORGANIZE
INCREASE HOUSING AFFORDABILITY, FIX
CODE VIOLATIONS, AND CAP RENT
HIKES AT 3% OR LOWER
ENHANCE BUS, BIKE, AND TRAIL
NETWORKS
PROTECT OUR IMMIGRANT AND
LGBTQ+ NEIGHBORS

CONTACT US AND READ MORE: FRANKIEFORGREENBELT.ORG

FRANKIE@FRANKIEFORGREENBELT.ORG | 301 -501-0485

Incident Summary
Greenbelt Police reported one 

case of abuse of a vulnerable 
adult; three domestic incidents, 
one resulting in arrest; and two 
mental health diversions, one in-
volving suicide.

On October 15 at 10:25 p.m. 
near Greenbelt Road and Green-
way Center Drive, o൶cers found 
a child running on Greenbelt 
Road and reunited the child with 
the mother; Child Protective Ser-
vices was noti¿ed.

On October 16 near 9124 Ed-
monston Court, officers helped 
detectives from the Prince Wil-
liam County (Virginia) Police De-
partment ¿nd a missing girl who 
was then taken to Cheltenham 
Juvenile Detention Center.

On October 17 near 550 Cres-
cent Road, a resident reported 
information about an individual 
who could be a danger to the 
community.

Assault
Near 8000 Greenbelt Station 

Parkway, a Verizon cable service 
employee was assaulted by a 
resident while trying to gain entry 
into the building.

On October 13 at 11:19 p.m. 
near 6460 Capitol Drive, offi-
cers responded to a call about a 
pedestrian struck outside a res-
taurant and found a man with a 
small cut on his face. Witnesses 
explained he had not been struck 
by a vehicle but was intoxicated 
and after he was asked to leave 
started an altercation outside.

Break-in
On October 15 at 5:24 p.m. 

near 5801 Cherrywood Lane, a 
woman discovered that her sec-
ond floor balcony sliding door 
was open with no visible damage 
or signs of forced entry. Later, 
she reported that two pairs of 
shoes valued at $300 were miss-
ing.

Disorderly
On October 16 at 2:55 p.m. 

near 101 Rosewood Drive, a 
man and woman each claimed 
the other had attacked; they were 
given warrant information.

Fight
On October 18 at 5:06 p.m. 

near 6100 Greenbelt Road, two 
teens decided to fight; officers 
intervened, and their parents were 
contacted.

Threats
On October 13 at 7:53 p.m. 

near 5815 Cherrywood Lane, a 
man contacted an escort service 
but had second thoughts after 
speaking with a female employee. 
He was later contacted by a male 
employee who told the victim he 
wasted his colleague’s time and 
needed to pay. The employee 
knew his address and the names 
of family members.

Fraud
On October 14 near 5 Pla-

teau Place, a woman’s name was 

fraudulently used to open an ac-
count.

Theft and Shoplifting
On October 13 at 7:41 a.m. 

near  7595 Greenbelt  Road, 
someone stole detergent and was 
caught and charged; at 11:59 a.m. 
near 6500 Capitol Drive, a cus-
tomer stole an iPad belonging to 
another customer. The iPad was 
recovered and the customer was 
charged.

On October 13 at 3:05 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, some-
one stole a bike and Àed through 
the emergency exit.

On October 13 at 4:57 p.m. 
near 121 Centerway, a juvenile 
stole a bag of chips and Àed on 
foot.

On October 14 at 1:37 p.m. 
near 9133 Edmonston Terrace, 
Ring camera footage showed a 
woman taking a package from 
another resident’s door; she was 
given a criminal citation.

On October 15 at 4:37 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a man 
known to shoplift was stopped, 
identi¿ed, cited and released.

On October 17 at 2:34 p.m. 
near 7595 Greenbelt Road, some-
one was caught stealing grocery 
items and was banned; at 3:06 
p.m. near 6100 Greenbelt Road, 
a repeat o൵ender tried to shop-
lift; she was cited, banned and 
released.

On October 19 at 11:36 a.m. 
near 7595 Greenbelt Road, a man 
concealed merchandise in his bag; 
he was stopped before he exited 
and left the merchandise.

Trespassing
On October 18 at 9:35 a.m. 

near 7537 Greenbelt Road, a man 
was issued a criminal citation for 
trespassing.

Vandalism
On October 17 near Morrison 

Drive and Frankfort Drive, a 
wooden post was damaged.

On October 18 at 1:12 p.m. 
near 7595 Greenbelt Road, a 
woman became upset about an 
exchange and began destroying 
items in the store before Àeeing 
in a blue Audi.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

Three vehicles were stolen: on 
October 14 near 7501 Mandan 
Road, a 2025 Honda Pilot (Md: 
1GS1416); on October 15 near 
6003 Springhill Drive, a 2021 
Honda Pilot (Md: 7GH0310); 
and on October 18 near 7480 
Greenway Center Drive, a 2013 
Hyundai Elantra.

Stolen Vehicles Recovered
On October 13 at 8:46 a.m. 

near 8109 Greenbelt Station Park-
way, o൶cers recovered a stolen 
vehicle using a tracking locator.

On October 18, Maryland 
State Police found a stolen 2014 
Honda Civic from near 6115 
Breezewood Court crashed and 
overturned on I-495. A screw-

driver was found punched into 
the ignition.

On October 19 at 9:08 p.m. 
near 6227 Springhill Court, a 
witness saw a stolen car driven 
onto an embankment; two people 
bailed out.

Attempted Theft of Auto
Three Kias were broken into 

and had ignition damage: on 
October 17 near 5803 Cherry-
wood Terrace, a 2014 Forte, and 
near 215 Lakeside Drive, a 2015 
Forte; and on October 18 near 
7737 Greenbrook Drive, a 2018 
Optima.

Theft from Auto
On October 14, the wheels 

were stolen from a 2025 Toyota 
RAV4 near 9330 Edmonston 
Road, a 2025 Toyota Camry near 
9308 Edmonston Road, and a 
Honda Civic near 6400 Ivy Lane.

Disability placards were stolen 
near 5901 Cherrywood Lane on 
October 14 and near 5813 Cher-
rywood Lane on October 16.

On October 16 at 1:45 p.m. 
near 7619 Greenbelt Road, while 
a woman was refueling her 2021 
Honda CR-V, someone opened 
the front passenger door and stole 
her purse, then Àed.

Vandalism to Auto
On October 13 near 9001 

Breezewood Terrace, someone 
used a sharp object to puncture 
the gas tank of a Dodge Charger.

The U.S. Park Police (USPP) 
Major Crimes Unit is attempting 
to identify the vehicle and driver 
that killed local cyclist Lisa Mar-
tin and injured another on Octo-
ber 8 in a fatal hit-and-run on the 
Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center (see the October 16 issue). 

The incident occurred on Oc-
tober 8 at approximately 6:16 
p.m. on Soil Conservation Road 
at Beaver Dam Road. There the 
driver fatally hit Martin, injured 
another cyclist and Àed the scene.

The vehicle is believed to be 
a 2009-2014 dark blue Hyundai 
Genesis and is likely to be miss-
ing a passenger-side mirror, have 

Damaged Hyundai, Driver

Sought in Fatal Hit-and-Run

damage to the passenger-side 
headlight housing and have a 
damaged front bumper. The tag 
information on the vehicle is cur-
rently unknown.

USPP are hoping to identify 
the vehicle’s license plate and 
the driver of the vehicle. Anyone 
with information about the colli-
sion, the vehicle or its driver is 
asked to contact USPP. Call the 
communications team at 202-
610-7500 or the USPP tip line at 
202-379-4877. The case number 
is PP25-134385 and the assigned 
investigator is Nicholas Rice 
#612.

Man Cut During 
Late Night Argument 

At 11:26 p.m. on Friday, Octo-
ber 17, o൶cers responded to the 
9200 block of Springhill Lane 
for a stabbing or cutting. A man 
was cut during a confrontation 
with someone he knew. O൶cers 
provided emergency ¿rst aid until 
an ambulance arrived and he was 
transported to an area hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries. 

If anyone has information call 
Greenbelt Police Department at 
301-474-7200.

An example of the car that is sought in the investigation
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SCHOOL continued from page 12

RE-ELECT JENNI POMPI

Phone: 240-305-0643

Email:  jenni@jennipompi.com

Website:  jennipompi.com

    By authority Jenni Pompi for Greenbelt, Kimberly Walsh, Treasurer

Jenni is a proven leader working hard for Greenbelt!

VOTE FOR JENNI on Nov. 4 to:

• Keep Greenbelt safe and a� ordable

• Support smart economic development

• Improve pedestrian and bicycle safety

• Fight for Greenbelt’s values of equity,

  inclusion, and cooperation



FOR CITY COUNCIL

9/30/25   11:45 AM9/30/25   11:45 AM

it’s probably 10 times the green 
space the school has now. Logis-
tically there will be more tra൶c 
in that location with the school 
facing both Edmonston Road 
and Greenbelt Road, with what 
Karnes describes as a “high traf-
¿c” situation because that is one 
of the release points from the 
neighborhood into local thor-
oughfares.

Community Safety, Violence
The walk with police offi-

cers and school administrators 
this year came shortly after a 
recent weekend when there had 
been two fatal shootings in the 
neighborhood. One victim was a 
14-year-old who had attended the 
middle school and was a ¿rst year 
student at Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School (see the October 9 issue). 
“I think no matter where your 
school is located you always have 
concerns about safety,” Karnes 
told the News Review. Follow-
ing the weekend’s shootings there 
was a heightened level of anxiety 
not just among the sta൵ but also 
the students and families, he said. 
“When you’re outside in public 
in any location you’re always at 
a risk,” said Karnes. 

“We de¿nitely want to support 
the families of the loved ones 
that died. We’re not sure … if 
they have affected members of 
our school community but it’s 
always sad to hear of someone 
losing their life, especially at a 
young age. I do wish there was 
some way to be able to ¿nd out 
who in the circle of friends of 

- Photos by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Students walk to school in the rain.

the importance of supporting so-
cial services programs that help 
prevent crime before it happens. 
Mayor Emmett Jordan said the 
city has used American Res-
cue Plan Act funds in recent 
years to support programs such as 
CARES, but those federal dollars 
were temporary. City Manager 
Josué Salmerón said Greenbelt is 
working to sustain those services 
despite limited resources. “It’s 
a priority for us,” he said. “But 
that money runs out. It is run-
ning out.”

Looking Ahead
The Greenbelt Police Depart-

ment emphasizes community 
policing, a model that builds trust 
and cooperation with the commu-
nity it serves. About 25 percent 
of Greenbelt’s police o൶cers live 
in the city. Despite challenges, 

POLICE continued from page 12

officials emphasized ongoing 
outreach and prevention e൵orts. 
The police department recently 
participated in National Walk to 
School Day and plans a Trunk-
or-Treat event on October 24 at 
Beltway Plaza, a December Shop 
With a Cop holiday drive and 
an expanded Drug  Abuse Resis-
tance Education (DARE) program 
for fifth-graders at Greenbelt 
and Springhill Lake Elementary 
Schools. In closing, Mayor Em-
mett Jordan thanked the police 
department “for the good work 
that [they] do” and praised of-
ficers’ outreach efforts, saying 
“those relationships are every-
thing.”

Stephen Lotz is a student at 
the Philip Merrill College of 
Journalism writing for the Green-
belt News Review.

Pumpkin pi(e) at the pumpkin carving on October 17
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TEACHER continued from page 1

of the murder and consequently 
doesn’t remember it; his lawyer 
also said the death could have 
been an accident. Meanwhile, 
prosecutors argued Landon’s ac-
tions and the disposal of her 
body, some parts of which remain 
missing, were calculated. Landon 
also reportedly told family he 
“let the savage out,” during a call 
from jail. 

On Friday, Landon’s lawyer, 
a public defender, ¿led a notice 
of intent to appeal. Sylla’s adult 
son, meanwhile, said his mother 
would never get to enjoy the re-
tirement she had planned, and he 
still doesn’t have closure while 
parts of her body remain missing. 

“Ms. Sylla dedicated her life 
to shaping young minds and 

strengthening our county,” said 
State’s Attorney Tara H. Jackson, 
following Landon’s sentencing. 
“Her tragic death underscores 
the profound and far-reaching 
consequences of violent acts. Our 
o൶ce remains committed to seek-
ing justice for victims and their 
families, and to ensuring that the 
legacy of service exempli¿ed by 
Ms. Sylla endures. We are grate-
ful to the prosecutors and law 
enforcement professionals who 
worked tirelessly on this case, 
their dedication was instrumental 
in achieving justice for Ms. Sylla 
and her loved ones.”

The author has two children 
who attend Dora Kennedy French 
Immersion School, where Madame 
Sylla taught.

the county library system. Salm-
erón o൵ered the use of the city’s 
storage unit for historical materi-
als as an option.

Information Request
Resident Bob Rand, a mem-

ber of the city’s Reparations 
Commission, hoped GHI would 
respond to a letter requesting 
information on GHI’s record of 
housing for African-Americans. 
Brodd said the letter was received 
and would be brought before the 
BOD.

Story Walk Concerns
Brodd said that there are safe-

ty concerns with the metal story 
walk signage behind the Green-
belt Library especially in regards 
to children. He expressed worry 
that GHI might be liable for any 
injuries. He added that he sees 
few people actually reading the 
signs. Salmerón and council said 
that this is a pilot program which 
ends in January, at which time 
their usage can be discussed. 
For more information about this 
project, see the January 2, 2025, 
issue.

Lighting
GHI General Manager James 

Claggett spoke about GHI’s de-
sire for LED lighting on its street 
poles, o൵ering a ¿nancial savings 
in the long run. Salmerón said 
that the city is actively looking 
into a citywide change with Pep-
co, with a determination needed 
about what kind of system own-
ership is preferred by the city. 
Claggett hoped that GHI could 
be part of this lighting shift.

Save-As-You-Throw
Brodd said that while there 

has been a generally positive 
view of the planned Save-As-
You-Throw solid waste removal 
program, he had concerns that 
some residents would require a 
more comprehensive education 
on the particulars. Council said 
that information materials are be-
ing developed, with Green ACES 
committed to providing outreach 
to city residents.

Parking
Derelict and unregistered vehi-

cles on GHI property have been 
a frustration to GHI members, as 
they take much-needed parking 
spaces. Salmerón said that 14 
days continues to be the deadline 
for any parked vehicle and en-

GHI continued from page 10

that young person, might need 
support. That’s just an unknown 
and we’re not going to know 
until something might bring it to 
our attention. It’s hard for us to 
anticipate at our school who was 
a൵ected just based on the privacy 

and nature of this.” 
For that morning at least, the 

students walked excitedly, despite 
the darkness and the rain and en-
joyed the company of their teach-
ers, administrators and a whole 
host of Greenbelt police o൶cers.

couraged GHI members to alert 
Code and Parking Enforcement in 
case of a problem.

Evictions
GHI member Claudia Jones 

recounted a story of a recent 
eviction where neighbors were 
required to provide sustenance 
and resources to the evicted per-
son, even after the e൵orts of the 
Greenbelt Police Department. Jor-
dan said that safety nets need to 
be created, as were done during 
Covid. Brodd said that evictions 
are rare at GHI, and only done 
as a last resort after many steps.

Jordan concluded the meet-
ing by saying to GHI that “we 
are your partners,” with the goal 
being to “facilitate the quality of 
life” to which all Greenbelt resi-
dents aspire.
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RespecƟng the Legacy, Focused on the Future  

Re-elect

Emmett V. Jordan
Greenbelt City Council 

•  Experienced, Tested Leadership  

•  Strong, Collaborative Relationships 

•  Always Well-Informed and Prepared

       with County, State, and Federal Partners

Making Good Decisions for All of Greenbelt
 

Facebook at “Mayor EmmeƩ Jordan”
Website at: “jordanforgreenbelt.org“

 

Friends of EmmeƩ Jordan
PO Box 471 Greenbelt, MD 20768  

(301)715-3632

By  Authority of Tom Jones,  Treasurer

 

LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 

A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 
OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 

Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 

DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 

EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Greenbelt CARES held a 
GED graduation ceremony 
on October 17 in the Green-
belt City Council chambers 
where several graduates 
spoke of the importance of 
the education program. The 
CARES program o൵ers GED 
preparation classes for adult 
learners at the Springhill 
Lake Clubhouse on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 1 to 3 
p.m.

Graduates’ Stories
Graduate Margaret Jum-

bam wanted to become a 
nurse, but without her GED 
certification she could not 
realize that dream. Then 
an opportunity came with 
the CARES GED program 
headed by Community Edu-
cation and Workforce Co-
ordinator Deji Ayoku. Jum-
bam had to work full-time 
to provide for her family, so 
when she received a notice 
about the GED program of-
fered online at Springhill 
Lake, she took advantage of 
the class. She juggled work 
and family while complet-
ing the GED program. On 
a video recording shown at 
the ceremony, she spoke of 
her struggle with math and 
thanked Ayoku for his assis-
tance and support in helping 
her to succeed. She was not 
the only one to share their 
challenges and thank Ayoku.

Eric Gardner also spoke 
via video recording about 
his problems focusing and 
attending class regularly. He 
too struggled with math and 
in fact many of the gradu-
ates spoke about how dif-
ficult that subject was and 
how much Ayoku’s extra tu-
toring helped them. Gardner 
took the math examination 
four times and when he ¿-
nally passed, he received the 
highest score recorded. He 
learned that he could push 
himself to achieve his goals 
by challenging himself to 
complete the GED program. 

Essance I. Colon had the 
audience enthralled as she 
shared the story of her jour-
ney, speaking about her men-
tal health challenges and the 
support she received from 
Adams Associates, a work-
force, skill development and 
leadership program for adults 
returning to the workforce, and 
CARES. Colon wanted to show 
her family that she could achieve 

Greenbelt CARES Celebrates 
GED Graduation Ceremony

by Lois Rosado

and that they, too, could 
overcome their challenges. 
Reaching out for assis-
tance enables one to be-
come stronger, she said. 
She often had to attend 
classes with her children 
present. Through perse-
verance and determina-
tion, she passed all of the 
GED examinations and is 
now studying to become 
a home health aide. Oth-
er graduates were Anwar 
Wilson and Serge Talonfo 
Talongong, who attended 
in person, and Diana L. 
Navarro Quinteros, who 
was unable to attend. 

GED Program 
The GED program is 

self-paced and students 
take examinations at vary-
ing times. Some students 
begin in the fal l  and 
complete examinations 
in January, while others 
complete them later. The 
annual graduation cere-
mony for GED students 
is held each October and 
this year celebrated five 
students. 

Ayoku serves as both 
the instructor and pro-
gram lead for the GED 
program, and he consis-
tently does an outstanding 
job, Greenbelt’s Acting 
Public Information O൶cer 
James Wisniewski told 
the News Review. “It’s 
remarkable to see how 
youth across Greenbelt 
engage with and respect 
him. Witnessing that same 
respect and admiration 
from the program’s gradu-
ates was truly inspiring,” 
said Wisniewski.

At the Ceremony
Mayor Emmett Jordan, 

Councilmembers Kristen 
Weaver and Jenni Pompi, 
Kevin “Coach K” Lock-
hart, City Manager Josué 
Salmerón, Police Chief 
Richard Bowers and Dr. 
Liz  Park,  director  of 
CARES, were all present 
to congratulate and cel-
ebrate with the graduates 
and their families. Lock-
hart knew the graduates 
and had personally men-
tored some of them.

GED graduate Essance I. Colon, left, poses 
with program coordinator Deji Ayoku.

GED graduate Serge Talonfo Talongong 
smiles as he poses with his diploma. 

GED graduate Anwar Wilson, left, with Com-
munity Education and Workforce Coordinator 
Deji Ayoku

- Photos by Bryce Rusk

From left, City Manager Josué Salmerón, Emmett Jordan, Kevin 
"Coach K" Lockhart, Kristen Weaver, CARES Director Dr. Liz Park, 
Essance I. Colon and one of her children, Serge Talonfo Talongong, 
Anwar Wilson, Deji Ayoku and Jenni Pompi all attend the GED di-
ploma ceremony on Friday, October 17.

On a recent trip to Italy, Louis and E൶e Levner visited Mu-
rano Island, Venice, where E൶e shows o൵ the News Review 
she brought along.
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Greenbelters Travel

QUESTION 3 continued from page 11

achieve measurable outcomes.
I bring those same skills to 

city government to strengthen 
programs, improve e൶ciency and 
ensure resources align with resi-
dents’ needs. Whether advancing 
workforce development, expand-
ing food access through Greenbelt 
Grows or promoting sustainable 
growth initiatives, I lead with 
collaboration, ¿scal responsibility 
and inclusion. As the ¿rst Black 

woman to serve on council, I’m 
committed to ensuring that every 
voice helps shape Greenbelt’s 
connected, equitable and resilient 
future. 
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Trick-or-treating on
All Hallow’s Eve? 

Stop by 36J Ridge Rd. 
for a delightful scare . . .
if you dare . . . BWAA-

HAA-HAA-HAAA!!!

6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 
Friday October 31

Next year, Greenbelt residents 
enrolled in traditional Medicare 
or Medicare Advantage (MA) 
plans will see their monthly pre-
miums and annual deductibles 
rise, increasing out-of-pocket 
costs. Some bene¿ts and access 
to specific providers, specialty 
care and preventive services may 
be pared back or eliminated. For 
those who depend on regular 
medical services or have ongo-
ing prescriptions, these changes 
could have a signi¿cant impact 
on personal ¿nances and access 
to necessary treatments. Losing 
continuity of care can be espe-
cially disruptive for seniors who 
rely on regular and consistent 
health care and pharmacy services 
for signi¿cant health needs.  

Medicare is the federal health 
insurance program for those 65 
and older, and younger people 
with certain disabilities (e.g., 
end-stage renal disease, certain 
cancers). It includes Part A (hos-
pital and in-patient care), Part 
B (outpatient services, includ-
ing doctor visits and labs), Part 
C (Medicare Advantage plans) 
and Part D (prescription drug 
coverage). There is also optional 
supplemental (Medigap) coverage 
that can be bought to defray out-
of-pocket expenses such as co-
pays, coinsurance and deductibles 
that traditional Medicare does 
not fully cover. Medigap plans 
are identi¿ed by letters such as 
G, J, and N and are sold by pri-
vate insurers. Their cost varies, 
depending on the plan type, the 
company and one’s geographic 
location. 

Greenbelters’ Concerns
Greenbelter Sandy Lee Roberts 

warned everyone on Medicare 
who would use telehealth for 
a doctor visit is affected. An-
other Greenbelt resident, Leslie 
McLaughlin agreed, saying she 
was recently denied a telehealth 
visit as they’re no longer cov-
ered by Medicare. One Green-
belter, who wished to withhold 
her name, told the News Re-
view her current Medicare  - stan-
dard  Medicare  and a Part D and 
Part G premium - “just went up 
and is now taking 25 percent of 
my Social Security and may be 
unavailable per recent insurance 
notices for 2026.   Without those 
policies, my medication costs and 
copays for my congenital bone 
disease would bankrupt all of my 
savings and have me homeless in 
under a year.”

Open Enrollment Underway 
The open enrollment peri-

od for Medicare is October 15 
through December 7, 2025, while 
those with Medicare Advantage-
only plans have until March 31, 
2026. According to the Health 
and Human Services (HHS) 

Medicare Changes in 2026 
Will Affect Many in Greenbelt 

by Linda S. Lucas 

website, “These adjustments are 
part of broader e൵orts to control 
healthcare costs and respond to 
changing medical needs.” Those 
costs are increasing due to the 
country’s aging population and 
the increasing utilization of Medi-
care, and impacted, also, by the 
current political landscape and 
changes in funding.  

According to the American 
Association of Retired Persons 
there are 1.1 million Medicare re-
cipients in Maryland, with about 
295,000 (under 27 percent) par-
ticipating in a Medicare Advan-
tage plan. That is one of lowest 
rates in the U.S., ahead of only 
North Dakota (25 percent), South 
Dakota (20 percent), Wyoming (1 
percent) and Alaska (2 percent). 
Most states have at least 50 per-
cent of their Medicare recipients 
enrolled in MA.  

Fewer Choices
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 

newsletter Maryland Matters 
(marylandmatters.org), “Tens of 
thousands of retirees could learn 
that their current health care 
plan will no longer be available 
in Maryland this fall, as major 
insurance providers consider 
ending their Medicare Advantage 
plans for next year.” MA uses 
pr ivate  insurers  for  heal th 
coverage that often provides 
addit ional  services such as 
vision, dental and transportation 
a s s i s t ance  tha t  t r ad i t i ona l 
Medicare doesn’t cover. 

Under the current system, in-
surance carriers pay higher hos-
pital rates in Maryland than in 
other states and get reimbursed 
by the federal government for 
MA services at lower rates than 
elsewhere. As a result, it’s more 
expensive to use MA in Mary-
land than in other states, and 
Maryland seniors aren’t getting 
the same quality of benefits, a 
spokesperson for CareFirst said in 
a written statement.  “We remain 
concerned that Maryland seniors 
don’t have access to the same 
a൵ordable, high-quality Medicare 
Advantage plans available to se-
niors all across the country, mak-
ing it di൶cult for them to a൵ord 
healthcare at a time when they 
need it the most.” The statement 
continued, “Maryland seniors de-
serve access to the same robust, 
low-cost benefits available to 
their neighbors in other states.” 
The losses that the MA plans 

have incurred over the last couple 
of years have continued to grow. 
As a result, companies are look-
ing to get out. 

Several of the large, publicly 
traded MA plans, such as Kaiser 
Permanente, Aetna, Humana, 
Cigna and United Healthcare 
are leaving the Maryland mar-
ketplace, creating disruption for 
bene¿ciaries who must change to 
a traditional Medicare plan, ¿nd 
new doctors and pharmacies and 
relinquish supplemental bene¿ts 
that traditional Medicare fee-for-
service doesn’t cover. 

Higher Costs
For all Medicare bene¿ciaries, 

Part B premiums are set to rise 
in 2026. Plan B premiums will 
jump 11.6 percent to $206.50 per 
month, up from $185 a month in 
2025. The 2026 Part B annual 
deductible will be $288, a 12 per-
cent or $31 increase over 2025. 

Part D deductibles and spend-
ing caps will also increase next 
year. The limit on out-of-pocket 
expenses for prescription drug 
plans will be $2,100 (up from 
$2,000 in 2025) and the maxi-
mum Part D deductible (adjusted 
each year) will be $615, up from 
$590 in 2025. 

Given these upcoming modi¿-
cations, it’s important that Green-
belters carefully review their 
coverage options.  

Go to the Medicare enrollment 
page at  medicare.gov/plan-
compare to review deadlines, 
plan costs and benefits or call 
1-800-MEDICARE 24 hours 
a  day,  seven days a  week. 
Consulting with an insurance 
advisor can also help individuals 
understand how the changes 
will affect their out-of-pocket 
expenses and access to care.  

NOTE: At the time of writing, 
the Medicare website listed above 
was experiencing di൶culties and 
providing some inaccurate infor-
mation. A private company has 
been hired to ¿x it, with repairs 
expected “soon.”  Because of the 
ongoing government shutdown, 
telephone wait times have length-
ened. 

October 27, 1938, 
Greenbelt Cooperator

American Legion Week includ-
ed a turkey shoot and a dance. 
Admission to the dance was 25 
cents for individuals and 50 cents 
for couples; three major door 
prizes would be given away. The 
first meeting of the American 
Legion Auxiliary was held just 
before American Legion Week.

October 26, 1950,  
Greenbelt Cooperator

The Board of Directors meet-
ing of Greenbelt Consumer Ser-
vices focused on trying to interest 
“our local citizenry” in coopera-
tives generally and “our coopera-
tive in particular” and how to get 
them to participate vocally as 
well as physically in Co-op ac-
tivities.

The Homemakers Club had 
a speaker displaying handmade 
articles suitable for Christmas gift 
giving. Members also worked on 
braided rugs.

October 30, 1975  
Greenbelt News Review

There was little support for 
the proposed Greenbelt E Metro 
Line, with opposition based on 
it being too disruptive for nearby 
residential areas and too costly. 
Attendees suggested ending the 
Metro at Fort Totten and using 
the money to improve existing 
area transportation.

October 26, 2000  
Greenbelt News Review

One hundred people attended 
and 55 correspondents voiced 
opinions on the proposed acqui-
sition of the Greenbelt Theater 

This Month in Greenbelt History
by Joan Estenson

by the city. Opposition to the 
proposal came from those who 
felt the money should instead be 
spent to hire more city employees 
and pay them better. Proponents 
said the theater attracted visitors 
to the city (if they could ¿nd it) 
and some visitors became resi-
dents.

A letter to the editor com-
plained about drivers not stopping 
for pedestrians at the intersection 
of Crescent and Gardenway. The 
writer complained in particular 
about a driver who didn’t stop at 
the stop sign, nor to allow her to 
cross the street, instead veering 
around her onto the gas station 
curb and made a right turn to-
ward the Co-op. She suggested 
having an unmarked police car 
parked there for a time to see 
how bad it was and ticketing 
sco൷aws.

October 29, 2015  
Greenbelt News Review

A debate before the city coun-
cil election included 10 of the 11 
candidates, with one unable to at-
tend due to illness. Topics includ-
ed economic development, three 
Greenbelts and Greenbelt Lake, 
with FBI headquarters mentioned. 
Incumbents were J Davis, Konrad 
Herling, Emmett Jordan, Leta 
Mach, Silke Pope, Edward Putens 
and Rodney Roberts. Challengers 
were George Boyce, William Or-
leans, Kathleen Shaw and Susan 
Stewart. [The seven incumbents 
all won, with Putens nosing out 
challenger Susan Stewart by four 
votes.]

A protester holds a sign reading Veterans Against 
Facism at the Spellman Overpass.

A driver waves at protesters on the Spellman Overpass on 
October 18. See more on page 20.

Protest at the Overpass
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 (end of 2nd paragraph) is the October 2 print issue.  Someone else probably 
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http://medicare.gov/plan-compare
http://medicare.gov/plan-compare


Thursday, October 23, 2025	          GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	 Page 17

Rooted in the conviction that 
our shared humanity will over-
come the power of hate and 
greed, Pete Seeger’s music pro-
vided a glimmer of light during 
some of the darkest times in our 
country’s history. Today we again 
need the strength of hope em-
bodied in song; ¿lling that need 
is likely the reason a capacity 
crowd attended Reel and Meal 
at the New Deal Café’s monthly 
¿lm on July 21 for a screening of 
Pete Seeger: The Power of Song. 
Not a spare seat was to be found 
while another 27 people watched 
via Zoom.

The documentary begins with 
Seeger singing the gospel song 
and civil rights anthem Climbing 
Jacob’s Ladder. That is followed 
by Turn, Turn, Turn – a song 
he wrote using verses from the 
Book of Ecclesiastes – which had 
tremendous resonance amongst 
those horrified by the war in 
Vietnam. Next came Solidarity 
Forever, a union song that origi-
nated with the Industrial Workers 
of the World (IWW), with lyr-
ics put to the tune of the Battle 
Hymn of the Republic, which 
in turn had grown out of John 
Brown’s Body, sung by Union 
soldiers during the Civil War.

Those songs express spiritual 
longings as part of the struggle 
for freedom and democracy. The 
Power of Song narrates (with 
wonderful old footage) Seeger’s 
early life, his travels with his 
father, his initial encounter with 
country music and, later, the 
blues. He learned the banjo and 
developed a participatory style 
of music that stayed with him 
always – as anyone who ever 
attended a Pete Seeger concert 
discovered. His embrace of our 
musical traditions in all their 
diversity and his challenge to 
oppressive government policies 
stemmed from a deep patriotism, 
rooted in love and respect for all 
people who comprise the United 
States. It is a patriotism that is 
global, his music celebrating the 
equality of all cultures, of all 
nationalities.

Seeger recognized that music 
for pleasure, music of love and 
loss, has value, that “music can 
help you survive your troubles, 
can help distract you from your 
troubles,” but then adds that “mu-
sic can also help you understand 
your troubles and can help you 
do something about it.”

Putting those beliefs into prac-
tice, we see him supporting the 
labor movement in the 1930s 
and 40s, performing songs like 
Union Train a-Coming and Joe 
Hill at union halls and rallies. 
In a poignant clip, Seeger sings 
If I Had a Hammer in a ¿eld in 
Greenwood, Mississippi, during 
Freedom Summer in 1964, with 
everyone clapping hands and 
joining in, notwithstanding the 
heat, tension and threat of vio-
lence in the air. Civil rights songs 
in the film, such as We Shall 
Overcome and We Shall Not Be 
Moved still resonate powerfully.

Always a voice for peace, 
his music was inseparable from 
anti-war movements. Where 
Have All the Flowers Gone and 
Waist Deep in the Big Muddy ¿ll 
the screen as does Bring Them 
Home, which ends, “Support 

Reel and Meal

Film About Pete Seeger Ends
With NDC Crowd in Song

by Kurt Stand

our boys in Vietnam/Bring them 
home, bring them home.”

Seeger had been a member 
of the Communist Party when 
young, and though too indepen-
dent-minded to remain in any 
organization, he never turned 
against people with whom he 
had once marched side-by-side. 
Seeger was blacklisted for 17 
years, his music banned from 
radio, television and concert halls. 
In 1955 he was cited for con-
tempt by the House Un-American 
Activities Committee for refusing 
to name names. During those 
years, however, he could perform 
for children. Children who grew 
up and spread folk music, stood 
up to unjust authority. Seeger 
noted his affinity for kids, and 
in the ¿lm explains, “I prefer to 
sing in the schools to anywhere 
else. You can’t see all those little 
faces and say there is no hope.”

Power of Song shows him 
performing with the Almanac 
Singers and the Weavers and on 
stage at the Newport Folk Festi-
val. Interviews with singers and 
activists allow us to understand 
the breadth of his cultural and 
political impact, while family 
members provide a sense of him 
as a person. We see him chop-
ping wood at age 85 when the 
¿lm begins and we see him chop-
ping wood as a young man build-
ing his home in Beacon, New 

York. It was a full life, but one 
impossible without the support 
and the very real sacri¿ces made 
by his wife, Toshi – who was the 
¿lm’s executive producer.

Following Seeger’s journey, 
we see his growing anger at en-
vironmental destruction and his 
resolve to do what he could – he 
built the sloop Clearwater to act 
and educate. Looking at faces 
while listening to Rainbow Race 
and To My Old Brown Earth 
indicate that he achieved both. 
The ¿lm closes with him singing 
Guantanamera and these lines by 
Cuban poet José Martí: “With the 
poor people of this earth, I want 
to share my lot. The little streams 
of the mountains please me more 
than the sea.”

The ¿lm ended, not the pro-
gram. Instead of the usual post-
film discussion, we sang This 
Little Light of Mine, If I Had a 
Hammer and This Land is My 
Land – the ¿nal lyrics of which 
closed the evening:

“Nobody living can ever stop 
me/As I go walking that freedom 
highway/Nobody living can ever 
make me turn back/This land was 
made for you and me.”

A sing-along of Pete Seeger's music was enjoyed by attendees at the 
end of a documentary on the folk song legend at the Monday, July 
21, Reel and Meal at the New Deal Café.

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 M

IC
H

A
E

L
 H

A
R

T
M

A
N

Several protesters brought their dogs to the 
No Kings protest in Greenbelt on October 18. 
See more from the rally on page 20.

Protest Dogs
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certi¿ed Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review o൶ce 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $11.50/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($17.25). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review o൶ce. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt 

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:  

          �  Fixed Rate Mortgages 

         �  Competitive Financing 

         �  Low Closing Costs 

         �  Cooperative Expertise 

 

                 G. RYAN GREER 

              Senior Vice President  

                     (202) 349-7455 

                  rgreer@ncb.coop 
 

               www.ncb.coop/rgreer 

                       NMLS #507534

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative 

Bank, N.A.  Member FDIC.  NCB NMLS #422343EQUAL HOUSING 

LENDER 

National  Cooperative Bank

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST – Com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must 
have a following. Call Dominick  
301-980-9200.

NOTICE

REVERSE CHRONIC CONDITIONS 
– Personalized health coaching to help 
you thrive. Email caridelights@gmail.
com.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM FOR RENT – Montpelier, Lau-
rel (o൵ Laurel-Bowie Road also back 
entrance Muirkirk). House situated on 
corner, wooded lot. UPSTAIRS, female 
non-smoker. Fully furnished, 16’ 6” x 
12’, King, a/c. Spacious vanity-bath-
room w/window. Access: extra sitting 
room across from you. Victorian LR, 
bright spacious kitchen, w/refrigerator 
and cabinets for you! Laundry room o൵ 
kitchen. Patio. $850 includes utilities. 
Nancy 301-676-3996.

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning o൵ered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropo൵, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all Àooring products. Specializing 
in re¿nishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customÀooringllc.net.
HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, Àoor, more. 443-404-0449.
CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven days 
a week. By a lifetime animal lover and 
caregiver. O൵ered for dogs, cats, and 
other small animals. Call Kim at 301-
520-6708 for appointment or with any 
questions.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.

HOUSE CLEANING – Melody Dod-
son. Greenbelt references. 301-256-6937.

SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
LLC and HANDYMAN – Service 
calls, EV chargers, Heavy ups and other 
electrical needs. Call 240-704-4993.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration. 831-247-0043, www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION – 
Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, slides 
to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT tapes 
to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-
318-5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover. www.Kellahermaintenance.
com.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – with over 20 years of expe-
rience. New installation and repair 
work. Call D&M Electrical Services 
301-346-5335.

SHAMROCK JUNK REMOVAL – 
Call 301-318-5472.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

CERTIFIED CLEANING SERVICES 
– Professional with flexible hours. 
References available. Call for a free 
estimate. Robin Smith, 202-424-8494.

STRONG MOVES,  SMOOTH 
STROKES with Li’l Dan: Personal 
training and private swim lessons. With 
20+ years of experience, Li’l Dan helps 
Greenbelt residents get ¿t, move con¿-
dently, and swim with ease: 240-643-
3768, dansquared¿tness@yahoo.com.
COMPASSIONATE HOME CARE 
COMPANION – Providing loving, 
reliable, trustworthy, devoted care 
for your loved one. Call Mandy at  
301-675-4487.

YARD WORK – Mowing, weeding, 
mulching, leaf pick-up, etc. Call John, 
410-940-9945.

 

 
Wisler Construction LLC 

 

Remodeling – Repairs 
Kitchens – Bathrooms 

Painting – Drywall 
Power Washing – Sheds 

 

Serving Greenbelt since 1992 
Call or Text 240-508-7141 

wislerconstrucƟon@gmail.com 
MHIC 40475 

 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 

Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 

Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 

GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
mailto:caridelights@gmail.com
mailto:caridelights@gmail.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
mailto:dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com
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














      

   
   
   












  
 

       

     



    
    


    
    
      


      






     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 



 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 

 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 

Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Sports

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  

  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  
We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  

    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

MELANIE CANTWELL
REALTOR

MELANIE.CANTWELL@LNF.COM

C: 240-470-5911/ O: 301-441-9511

9094 BALTIMORE AVE

COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740

CHECK OUT MY 5 STAR REVIEWS!

Ready to buy or
sell your home? 

Let’s work
together!

Ready to buy or
sell your home? 

Let’s work
together!

The Eleanor Roosevelt Raiders 
girls soccer team clinched their 
third county championship trophy 
in four years on a crisp autumn 
evening with a 4-0 triumph over 
the Oxon Hill Clippers. The Raid-
ers secured the win on Monday, 
October 20, at Potomac High 
School where they also received 
their Prince George’s County 4A 
League trophy for ending the 
regular season with the best in-
county record.

The Clippers fought o൵ waves 
of Roosevelt attacks until senior 
Autumn Freeman accessed the 
endline before finding Claudia 
van der Have for a point-blank 
finish in the waning moments 
of the half. Roosevelt continued 
to wear down their opponent in 
the second half with goals from 
Claire Alolga and Freeman, who 
was assisted with a long ball 
from center back Greta Wedge. 
The night’s ¿nal goal proved to 
be the most spectacular as left 
back Emery Gregory cut to her 
right and ripped a shot from 
30 yards out that the Clipper 
keeper couldn’t react to quick 
enough. The evening ended with 
the reception of both trophies 
and a celebration to warm the 

ERHS Girls Soccer Team Captures County, 
Hopes for Region Championship Trophy

by Patrick Gleason

Ariana Cruz celebrates with Autumn Freeman as Leilah Eggleston 
looks on for the now County Champion ERHS Girls Soccer team.
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night’s chill. Next, the Raiders 
turn to the state playo൵s, which 
will commence with a home 
match against Laurel on Friday, 
October 24 at 4:30 p.m. With 

a win the Raiders will advance 
to a matchup next Tuesday with 
Montgomery Blair as their likely 
opponent on a night when they 
hope to raise a region champion-
ship trophy.

The 2025 Prince George's County Champion Eleanor Roosevelt Raiders celebrate their third title in 
four years after a 4-0 victory on Monday, October 20.
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http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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PROTEST continued from page 1

The second weekend of the 
Greenbelt Pumpkin Festival saw 
some 400 pumpkins arrive in 
Roosevelt Center for a carving 
on Friday, October 17 from 4 
to 8 p.m. Children and adults 
alike joined the fun to carve 
pumpkins, which showed off 
Greenbelt’s wealth of creativity 
and artistry. Volunteers collected 
the guts of the pumpkins that 
carvers scooped into buckets for 
composting.

The growing crowd of carved 
pumpkin faces placed on a stage 
made for a beautiful glowing 
scene at the foot of the Mother 
and Child statue, as participants 
milled around the center and 
the Honk! Situation band played 
some favorites. 

The following morning, the 
pumpkins were all carefully un-
loaded by volunteers and placed 
along a trail in Greenbelt’s North 
Woods, ahead of Saturday eve-
ning’s pumpkin walk. Each year 
the pumpkin festival organizers 
coordinate with the Forest Pre-
serve Advisory Board as they 
plan the walk.

By 6 p.m. on Saturday, Octo-
ber 18, the pumpkins were lit and 
the trail through the woods was 
magical. A favorite tradition of 
many, this year’s walk in the For-
est Preserve drew a large number 
of visitors. Organizers counted 
just over 1,600 attendees. 

In addition to the pumpkins 
there were a few forest creatures 
along the trail – a forest fairy 
looking out for the woods, a 
witch with shrunken heads, the 
legendary Goatman in the shad-
ows. The creatures were held 
back as the youngest walkers 
came through, and this visitor, 
travelling with a four-year-old, 
escaped unstartled, but heard 
many screams of others who did 
not escape so easily.

At the end of the trail, Coun-
ci lmember  Rodney Roberts 
served his traditional o൵ering of 
hot cider and cocoa.

On Sunday morning, more 
volunteers showed up to carefully 
carry the pumpkins o൵ the trail 
to Northway where they were 
picked up by their carvers and 
taken to homes and porches. 

This Friday, October 24, there 
will be a final carving at the 
Trunk or Treat event behind Belt-
way Plaza from 5 to 7 p.m.

Pumpkins Bring Smiles, Magic 
To Center and Forest Preserve 

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Protesters line the Spellman Overpass during the No Kings rally 
on Saturday, October 18.

The panda leads various chants with a megaphone.

People of all ages protest at the No Kings rally.
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Carved pumpkins glow at the foot of the Mother and Child statue 
on Friday night.

Pumpkin Queen Stacy Stewart,  
organizer of the Festival for the third 
year running, presides over the carving 
on Friday, October 17.

Pumpkin carving (and 
carrying!) at Roosevelt 
Center

Pumpkins line the trail in the North Woods at the annual Pumpkin 
Walk on Saturday, October 18.

Greenbelters of all ages carve pumpkins and enjoy the atmosphere 
in Roosevelt Center on Friday evening.
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As dusk falls, the carved pumpkins are placed on stage and lit from 
within.
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See more pumpkin photos 
throughout the paper.
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posted an AI-generated image of 
Trump wearing a crown, with a 
caption that included the phrase 
“Long live the king!” The post is 
still up and visible.

Greenbelt’s No Kings protest 
was a part of a larger nation-
wide protest. In June there were 
about five million people in at-
tendance nationwide, which was 
the third largest protest in U.S. 
history, only to be beaten by this 

October No Kings protest which 
organizers estimate drew approxi-
mately seven million participants 
in over 2,700 locations. The No 
Kings protests were planned with 
help from progressive grassroots 
groups and other larger organiza-
tions, including 50501, Indivis-
ible, the Democratic Socialists of 
America and the American Civil 
Liberties Union.

As dusk falls, the carved pumpkins are placed on stage and lit from 
within.

Protesters brought costumes, shirts and signs to the rally.

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

