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What Goes On
Monday, October 20 
7:30 p.m.,  City Council 
Worksession: Cemetery Pres-
ervation Master Plan, Munici-
pal Building
Wednesday, October 22 
7:30 p.m., Council Workses-
sion: City Manager’s Quar-
terly Update, Recreation De-
partment, Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

The News Review, as it does 
for every city council election, 
asked the candidates to respond 
in writing to questions. Answers 
are limited to 150 words. If an 
answer exceeds the limit, the 
answer is cut off at that point. 
Responses are published in vari-
ous orders to avoid favoring can-
didates. Here are the answers we 
received to our second question.

Question 2: Given current 
economic challenges facing city 
residents and facing the city, 
how would you change what 
the city spends its resources 
on?

Bill Orleans
As much as the next guy, I 

like a pretty landscape. (Just how 
much of public works’ budget is 
directed to pruning the flowering 

Election 2025

Answers to Question 2
shrubbery outside the Municipal 
Building and elsewhere?) Public 
safety is certainly a concern. No 
one should fear mugging by a 
bully wanting their coat, cash or 
car. Likewise, no one should fear 
mugging by bullies wanting their 
home. We should invest less in 
the latest capital-intensive polic-
ing technologies, frequently sur-
veillance technologies, and more 
in car, bike and foot patrol, and 
more in processes availing resi-
dents’ recourse when their right 
to continue living in their apart-
ment, condo, house is challenged 
by managements or boards-of-
directors. Council had an op-
portunity to utilize Greenbelt’s 
ARPA funding to establish a 
fund, supplemented in successive 

All 10 candidates for the sev-
en seats on the Greenbelt City 
Council appeared at a forum on 
the evening of Thursday, October 
9, to make their views known 
on a variety of issues facing the 
city. Hosted by the News Review 
and Greenbelt Access Televi-
sion (GATe), and moderated by 
Dave Zahren, the forum attracted 
a crowd of about 60 observ-
ers to the Firehouse and was 

livestreamed via Zoom, as well 
as recorded by GATe.

The candidates faced three 
rounds of questions from a list 
of six prepared by the News 
Review staff, who had solicited 
community suggestions. In the 
first two rounds, groups of three 
or four candidates were asked 
questions. In the third round, all 
candidates, in random order, an-
swered a question of their choice 

that they had not already been 
asked. Those third-round answers 
are incorporated into the discus-
sion of each question below.
Question One: Most Important 

Accomplishment
Frankie Fritz, Amy Knesel 

and Emmett Jordan were asked 
what was their most important 
accomplishment or that of council 

There were decorations, games, costumes and pumpkin 
carving at the Fall Fest at Schrom Hills Park on Saturday, 
October 11. For more, see page 16.
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Greenbelt and the Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center 
(BARC) are inextricably linked. 
It’s no coincidence that they 
are neighbors. The presence of 
BARC was a key factor in the 
selection in 1935 of a site for 
the new town. The prospect was 
first raised on a visit to BARC 
in February 1935 by Rexford 
Tugwell, then Undersecretary 
of Agriculture (and soon to be-
come chief of the Resettlement 
Administration), John Lansill, 
whom Tugwell appointed to di-
rect the Division of Suburban 
Resettlement which oversaw the 

BARC Presence a Key Factor
In Site Selection for Greenbelt

by Deanna Dawson

Goats in a field on the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center in 
1919. The milk from these goats was sent to Children's Hospital 
in Washington, D.C. Land purchased in 1935 for the Greenbelt 
Project allowed BARC to expand.
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national Greenbelt Town Pro-
gram, and Wallace Richards, 
who became the coordinator of 
the Greenbelt project (originally 
known as the Berwyn project or 
Maryland Special Project No. 1). 
According to a February 1938 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) report ‒ Summary De-
scription of the Greenbelt Project 
at Greenbelt, Prince George's 
County, Maryland, USDA Farm 
Security Administration, Divi-
sion of Suburban Resettlement 
(held in the Greenbelt collection 

Council Hears Wayfinding Plan;
Some Signs May Cost up to $30K

by Ashna Balroop

A rendering of Gateway welcome signage

NE
IG

HB
OR

HO
OD

 D
ES

IG
N 

CT
R

On September 17, 
Greenbelt City Council 
held a worksession to 
discuss a draft of the 
city’s new wayfinding 
plan that aims to use 
directional, place-iden-
tifying and welcoming 
signs to create a cohe-
sive city identity. 

The city’s Assistant 
Director of Planning, 
Jaime Fearer, shared a 
presentation of the final draft 
plan, which she said staff had 
been actively working on for 18 
months. A community survey 
was carried out from December 
2023 to January 2024, which 
yielded 179 responses, according 
to Fearer. A draft outline was 
previously presented to council 
(see page 6 of the January 2, 
2025, issue). Fearer described the 

current presentation as the final 
draft report, and she expected 
to take any final comments 
back to groups and consultants 
before bringing the plan back 

to council for approval. 
The strategic wayfinding 
p lan  i s  au thored  by 
the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning 
Commiss ion and the 
Prince George’s County 
Planning Department. 
The City of Greenbelt 
applied to the county 
planning department’s 
P l ann ing  Ass i s t ance 
t o  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

and  Communi t ies  Program 
in December 2021 to fund a 
strategic wayfinding plan for the 

Candidates for Greenbelt’s City Council at the forum co-hosted by the Greenbelt News Review and GATe: from left, Frankie Fritz, Bill Orleans, Kristen Weaver, Silke Pope, 
Emmett Jordan, Rodney Roberts, Kevin “Coach K” Lockhart, Danielle McKinney, Jenni Pompi and Amy Knesel

Election 2025

Candidates for City Council
Answer Questions at Forum

by Pat Scully
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See LETTERS, page 12

Letters Policy During City Elections
The News Review reserves the right not to publish any letter 

submitted.  Letters are considered accepted when published.
All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical address 

and telephone number. Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider withholding the name upon request.

All letters are subject to editing for reasons of space, libel, pri-
vacy, taste, copyright and clarity.

In an election year, the News Review will not 
print a letter raising a new issue the week prior to 
election day, when no other party would have a 
chance to respond.

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 
treasurer; Carol Griffith, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:
-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).
-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).
-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.
-  Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classified ads with payment only.
-  Tuesday 6 p.m. Classified ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 
may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 
external office door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 
Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external office door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF
Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Laura Bonkosky, Jerry 
Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Asha Brown, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, Maurice Crawford, 
Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Anne Gardner, Elizabeth Gardner, 
Jon Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Carol Griffith, Nick Hall 
NH, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, Butch Hicks, Peggy 
Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Erica Johns, Jeff Jones, Tom Jones, Jennifer Jurling, 
Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Amina Khalifa, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, 
Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer, Anne Marigza, Cathie Meetre, 
Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Rebecca Rackis, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, 
Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, 
Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, David Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, 
Christopher Stark, Beth Terry, Daniel Thies, Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis, Mary Lou 
Williamson, Janice Wolf, Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliff.

Letters to the Editor

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Orwell 2+2=5
From Academy Award-nominated and BAFTA-winning director, 

Raoul Peck (I Am Not Your Negro), this definitive feature-length 
documentary on visionary author George Orwell was made with 
the exclusive cooperation of the Orwell Estate.  “Who controls 
the past controls the future: who controls the present controls the 
past,” wrote Orwell in his novel, 1984. Today, the “newspeak” of 
authoritarian rule is alive and well and in unexpected places, from 
the rise of AI chatbots to the Russian propaganda machine, from the 
marketing webs of commercial metaverses to the political banning 
of books in the southern United States. Peck’s film uses George Or-
well’s life, work and legacy as a maverick iconoclastic writer to jam 
the signals of the algorithms gone rogue which, in the name of per-
sonal freedom, threaten to close our minds to a greater possibility.

One Battle After Another
Bob is a washed-up revolutionary who lives in a state of stoned 

paranoia, surviving off-grid with his spirited and self-reliant daugh-
ter, Willa. When his evil nemesis resurfaces and Willa goes missing, 
the former radical scrambles to find her as both father and daughter 
battle the consequences of their pasts. Said critic David Klion of 
the New Republic, “Somehow, a slacker epic decades in the making 
turns out to be exactly the movie for right now.”

The First Wives Club
Despondent over the marriage of her ex-husband to a younger 

woman, a middle-aged divorcée plunges to her death from her 
penthouse. At the woman’s funeral, her former college friends 
(Bette Midler, Goldie Hawn, Diane Keaton) reunite for the first 
time in nearly 30 years. When the three discover the reason for 
their friend’s suicide, they realize that all of their ex-husbands have 
taken them for granted ‒ and deciding it’s time for revenge, they 
make a pact to get back at their exes.

Annie Hall
Comedian Alvy Singer (Woody Allen) examines the rise and 

fall of his relationship with struggling nightclub singer Annie Hall 
(Diane Keaton). Speaking directly to the audience in front of a 
bare background, Singer reflects briefly on his childhood and his 
early adult years before settling in to tell the story of how he and 
Annie met, fell in love and struggled with the obstacles of modern 
romance, mixing surreal fantasy sequences with small moments of 
emotional drama.

Something’s Gotta Give
When aging womanizer Harry Sanborn (Jack Nicholson) and his 

young girlfriend, Marin (Amanda Peet), arrive at her family’s beach 
house in the Hamptons, they find that her mother, dramatist Erica 
Barry (Diane Keaton), also plans to stay for the weekend. Erica is 
scandalized by the relationship and Harry’s sexist ways. But when 
Harry has a heart attack, and a doctor (Keanu Reeves) prescribes 
bed rest at the Barry home, Harry finds himself falling for Erica ‒ 
who, for once, may be out of his league.

Correction
In the October 9 issue, the 

photos of ERHS soccer players 
on page 19 were misnamed. 
Number 7, in the photo by her-
self, is senior Leilah Eggleston. 
Number 10, racing down the 
field ahead of a pack, is junior 
Ariana Cruz, flanked by her 
teammate senior Karina Reyes 
Carranza, number 13. 

SHOWTIMES: 
OCTOBER 17th - 23rd

Orwell 2+2=5  
(R) (CC) (DVS) (2025) (170 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:00 PM, 7:45 PM
Wed. 7:45 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 5:15 PM, 8:00 PM
Sun. 5:15 PM, 8:15 PM

Mon. 2:00 PM, 5:00 PM
Tues 7:45 PM

Thurs. 7:45 PM

One Battle After Another (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (170 mins) 
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Sat. 7:15 PM
Sun. 8:00 PM

Mon. 1:45 PM (OC)
Tues. 4:40 PM

Thurs. 4:40 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 4:40 PM
Wed. 4:40 PM

The First Wives Club  
(PG) (1996) (105 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Mon. 5:15 PM

Thurs. 8:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 8:00 PM

Annie Hall  
(PG) (1977) (93 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:00 PM
Tue. 8:00 PM

Something’s Gotta Give  
(PG-13) (2003) (133 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sun. 5:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Wed. 8:00 PM

Utopia Film Festival
Tickets & info at  

utopiafilmfestival.org
Screen 1 & Screen 2 -

Sat. 10:00 AM - 4:15 PM
Sun. 10:00 AM - 4:15 PM

Storytime on Screen - Free!
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Mon. 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org
Members always $7.00!

Member kids are always FREE!
After 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Election 2025

Questions Posed to Candidates
Question 3: What particular expertise do you bring to coun-

cil and in what specific ways would you use it to advance your 
priorities? Please give concrete examples.

Candidates are asked to submit their answers, limited to 150 
words, to the News Review by 6 p.m. on Monday, October 20, by 
email to editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

GHI Recent Evictions
As a GHI member for the last 

19 years, I never saw a member 
of the cooperative being evicted. 
Now, in a two-month time, I 
know of two recent evictions 
near me. Both members who 
were evicted were devastated. 
The second member evicted was 
my neighbor, a senior citizen who 
has lived in her unit for over 30 
years.

This member is in denial, and 
her story is heartbreaking. Unfor-
tunately, due to her eviction and 
life circumstances, we found her 
last weekend sitting on her porch 
and sleeping in the yard with 
the clothes on her back, a purse 
and no cell phone. Her unit is 
for sale and the estate is being 
handled by GHI and distant fam-
ily members. Because the GHI 
office is closed on weekends, my 
neighbors and I did all that we 
could for her to keep her fed, 
warm and safe.

The Greenbelt City Police ex-
hausted their resources and tried 
to get her off the street, but to no 
avail. I’m sharing this sad reality 
that members of the GHI coop-
erative are being evicted during a 
government shutdown, furloughs 
and hard times. How evictions are 
decided and handled is discussed 
in GHI Board of Directors closed 
meetings. Members are unaware 
until a neighbor’s life and belong-
ings are thrown out in the street, 
or in my neighbor’s case, her unit 
placed on the market. I under-
stand why these types of cases 
are handled in closed meetings, 
but I question if it’s necessary to 
throw out a member.

I urge my fellow neighbors 
and the GHI membership to at-
tend the GHI Board open meet-
ings. There is no oversight of 
GHI operations except an annual 
audit. I ask the Greenbelt City 
Council to establish and review 

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://utopiafilmfestival.org
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt, 1995-2025!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am – 12midnight;  
Sunday, 9am – 9pm

Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 

FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 10/16 FRI 10/17 SAT 10/18 SUN 10/19 
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 
Classic Jam w/ The 
Low Rent Quartet

6:30 - 9:30pm
Long running jam

8 Ball Deluxe 
8 - 11pm 

The best in classic rock, 
Motown, soul/funk to 

get you moving and 
grooving

NO POETRY OPEN MIC 
UTOPIA FILM FESTIVAL 

10a-5p; UtopiaFilmFestival.org 
Elikeh 
8 - 11pm 

DC-based Afropop band 
exploring global themes

UTOPIA FILM FESTIVAL 
10a-4p; UtopiaFilmFestival.org 

Grateful Sunday 
Featuring Colleen ’n Crew 

6 - 8pm
Grateful Dead covers

MON 10/20 TUES 10/21 WED 10/22 TH 10/23 New Deal Cafe
REEL AND MEAL

6:30 - 9p
A monthly film 

series exploring 
vital social justice 

issues.

 Open Mic w/ 
Joey Campfire

6 - 9:30pm
Sign-ups at 6p

Show us what ya 
got!

Kim’s Grand 
Rounds
7 - 9pm

Featured: Michelle 
Swan, Joey Campfire, 
Charlie Bryant & Kim 

Eaton

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
CANCELLED TODAY ONLY 
CAFE CLOSED 
FOR PRIVATE 

EVENT
5PM

DON’T FORGET TO 
TIP OUR BANDS! 

IT’S THE ONLY WAY 
THEY GET ‘PAID’ 

FOR THEIR 
PERFORMANCES

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Join No Kings Rally
Saturday Afternoon

Join Greenbelt’s No Kings 
Rally on Saturday, October 18 
from 2 to 4 p.m. starting at the 
Municipal Building near Roose-
velt Center. From there, a march 
to the Spellman Overpass will 
step off around 2:30.

Free event. For more informa-
tion, email hesperus9@proton.me.

Favor’s Table Offers 
Financial Class 

A Wealth Creation, Protec-
tion and Wealth Transfer class 
will be offered October 18 from 
3:30 to 4 p.m. at 6215 Greenbelt 
Road, Room 205 (tall building 
beside McDonald’s). This class 
is for adults and those that have 
not attended the class before. 
Text 202-468-2049 to sign up by 
Friday, October 17. Confirm you 
will attend so we can make bags 
of food for you. We will be giv-
ing away food, clothes, bras and 
shoes at the end of class. 

GCC Hosts Fire Pit
Gathering Oct. 17

Everyone is invited to the 
Greenbelt Community Church 
(GCC) fire pit on Friday, October 
17 from 6:30 to 8 p.m. GCC is 
celebrating the kick-off of a new 
Youth Sunday School program. 
Bring a chair and enjoy a hot 
dog, s’mores and good company.  
The church is located at 1 Hill-
side Road. 

Reel and Meal
Join Reel and Meal at the 

New Deal Café on Monday, Oc-
tober 20 for documentaries from 
the Utopia Film Festival that 
inspire action and awareness. 
Featured films include Projecting 
Protest, Not a Token Bill and 
Citizen Ruth. The program begins 
at 7 p.m., with vegan dinner op-
tions available after 4 p.m.

Greenbelt Chess Club  
The Greenbelt Chess Club 

will meet on Tuesday, October 
21 at the Youth Center from 6:30 
to 8:45 p.m. The club welcomes 
people of all ages and skill levels. 
To be added to the mailing list, 
visit tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m and 
complete the brief form. Email 
questions to greenbeltchessclub@
gmail.com.

A Night of Magic
And Mystery at GAC

It is said that a key ingredi-
ent in magic is distraction. Want 
some distraction from recent cur-
rent events? On Friday, October 
24 at 8 p.m., Greenbelt Arts 
Center is providing an opportu-
nity to do just that in A Night of 
Magic and Mystery, performed by 
Christopher DePamphilis, and he 
is throwing in the mystery at no 
extra charge. 

His unique blend of master-
ful sleight-of-hand and engaging 
stage presence will leave you 
questioning what’s possible. The 
magic and mystery will be found 
with a magician who doesn’t 
just perform effects but creates 
an unforgettable experience that 
will challenge your perception 
of reality. 

For an evening of magic un-
like any other get some distrac-
tion with DePamphilis in his 
all-ages and captivating one-man, 
one-night show that includes his 
Compendium of Curiosities. 

T i c k e t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d . 
For  more information vis i t 
greenbeltartscenter.org. Golden Age Club

The Golden Age Club meets 
on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

The following is the schedule 
for the remainder of October.

October 22, Bingo
October 29, Speaker: Stephen 

Sciannella on Estate Planning.  
There will be light refreshments. 

This Saturday Is
College Park Day

On Saturday, October 18 from 
noon to 6 p.m., the City of Col-
lege Park will host its annual 
College Park Day at the College 
Park Aviation Museum and Air-
port, 1985 Corporal Frank Scott 
Drive. This community event 
showcases local organizations, 
city and county services, univer-
sity programs and lots of activi-
ties for everyone.

Expected to attract more than 
13,000 people, College Park Day 
features live music and perfor-
mances, three stages of perfor-
mances, races, pumpkin carving, 
games, 50-plus artists and com-
munity exhibitors, 17-plus food 
and drink vendors, free admission 
to the College Park Aviation Mu-
seum, helicopter and plane fly-ins 
and much more. 

Free parking is available at 
several area parking lots. Bike 
racks will be available at the 
event site. 

CCI Health Services 
Offers Free Flu Shots

Join CCI Health Services, a 
community health center dedicat-
ed to improving health outcomes, 
for Boo to the Flu on Saturday, 
October 25 from 3 to 6 p.m. 
for a trunk-or-treat spooktacular 
event. Get a free flu vaccine in-
side the Ora Glen health center 
and visit the decorated trunks 
outside for sweet treats. Don’t 
forget to come dressed in a fa-
vorite costume. The best costume 
will win a prize. This event is 
open to everyone. It is not neces-
sary to be a CCI patient to attend 
or to receive a free flu shot.

Scam Protection Info
Provided on Two Dates

The Public Safety Advisory 
Committee is offering two ses-
sions on scam protection. They 
will host meetings on Tuesday, 
October 28 at 6:30 p.m. via 
Zoom and Thursday, October 30 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Community 
Center, Room 114, with speakers 
from AARP Maryland and the 
Greenbelt Police Department to 
discuss how people can protect 
themselves against scams and 
what to do if they fall for the 
scams.

The City of Greenbelt will 
provide information on the Zoom 
link on the City of Greenbelt 
calendar on a later date. All resi-
dents are encouraged to attend.

ERHS Holds
Fall Concert

The school year is well under-
way at Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School (ERHS) and to welcome 
the fall season, the music depart-
ment invites everyone to join 
them for a free fall concert, held 
in the school’s auditorium on 
Thursday, October 23 at 7 p.m. 
The concert will feature music by 
the ERHS Band and Choir. 

Keep up with ERHS music 
happenings on Instagram at erhs_
bands & raiders_rhapsody.

Trunk or Treat 
With Greenbelt Police

Greenbelt Police Department 
(GPD) will hold their annual 
Trunk or Treat on Friday, Octo-
ber 24 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
rear of Beltway Plaza (behind 
Target/AMC). 

Trunk or Treat is a fun com-
munity event where the trunks of 
police vehicles are decorated for 
Halloween to create a safe and 
festive environment for children 
and families to trick or treat for 
candy. This year, GPD is excited 
to partner with Franklin Park, 
Miss ion BBQ 
and the Fire De-
partment for an 
even more enter-
taining evening.

Fall Mosaic Workshops
Join the crew from Empact 

Art and the Greenbelt Recreation 
Arts Program for a free workshop 
on Tuesday, October 28 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the Community Cen-
ter. Contribute to a mosaic that 
will adorn the “skin” of the new 
sculpture Joy being constructed 
for the Braden Athletic Complex. 
Open to ages 16 and up. Ad-
vance sign-up recommended at 
sugeni.us/eWCH. Walk-ups are 
also welcome as space and sup-
plies permit. This activity does 
not involve wet media and is not 
expected to be messy. For more 
information about Greenbelt Arts 
programs, visit greenbeltmd.gov/
arts. Programs are supported in 
part by the Maryland State Arts 
Council. 

At the Library  
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m.; Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays and 
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat-
urdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. 

Storytimes
Friday, October 17, 11:15 

a.m., ages 2 to 3. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/14464700. 

Wednesday, October 22, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/14464506.

Thursday, October 23, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/14464241.

Storytime on Screen
Monday, October 20, 10:30 

a.m., ages 1 to 5, at the Green-
belt Cinema. This is a free pro-
gram of stories, songs, and a 
short film. Please, no unaccompa-
nied children or adults. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/14452342.

STEM Fun
Tuesday, October 21, 4:30 

p.m., ages 5 to 12. Dive into 
the world of science, technology, 
engineering and math with fun, 
hands-on experiments and ac-
tivities. Explore constructing Rig-
amajig pieces through interactive 
challenges that spark curiosity 
and creativity. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/14448225.

Teen Life Lab
Tuesday, October 21, 6 p.m., 

ages 13 to 18. Everyone’s got 
different goals, but smart money 
choices can help them get where 
they want to go. In this session, 
teens will explore credit, sav-
ing and simple ways to grow 
their money over time. Presented 
by the University of Maryland 
Extension Financial Wellness 
Team. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/14601467.

More Community Events 
are located throughout 

the paper.

CARES Needs 
Fund Donations

The Greenbelt Emergency 
Assistance Fund continues to be 
a safety net for Greenbelters in 
a financial crisis whatever the 
reason. Those who are able can 
help by donating to the fund.

Make checks out to Greenbelt 
CARES, write Emergency As-
sistance Fund in the memo space 
and mail to Greenbelt CARES, 
25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, 
MD 20770 (or place in the se-
cure drop box at that address). 
Or, go to GreenbeltMD.gov, click 
Pay Online at the top of the page 
and choose Charitable Donations. 
Complete the form, indicating the 
donation is for the Emergency 
Assistance Fund, and click sub-
mit; the payment page then will 
come up with a form to enter 
credit card or PayPal informa-
tion.

mailto:hesperus9@proton.me
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
http://greenbeltartscenter.org
http://sugeni.us/eWCH
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
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Obituaries Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Greenbelt 
residents, past or present.

You write it or we will 
if you prefer.  We try to 
include information about 
participation in various ac-
tivities and organizations, 
where the person lived and 
something about the family.  
A photograph and service 
information should be in-
cluded.  There is no charge.

We are saddened by the death 
of cyclist Lisa Martin of River-
dale who was killed in a hit-and-
run accident while riding her bike 
within the Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center. She was the 
president of Route One Velo, a 
cycling club and racing team. 
Our condolences to her family 
and friends.

Our condolences also to the 
family and friends of Russell 
“Rusty” Wilbur, a longtime resi-
dent of Greenbelt and graduate of 
University of Maryland who died 
on August 18. He loved sports, 
especially baseball. 

Congratulations to Kaylie Tay-
lor, an Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School senior, who received both 
the top scholar award, given to 
the contestant with the highest 
GPA, and the community service 
award, for her essay about her 
community service work, at the 
Miss College Park Scholarship 
Pageant on September 28. 

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

The Ten Commandments
#7-You Shall Not Commit Adultery

Exodus 20:14

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“...love is light, no matter in what abode it dwelleth; 
and hate is darkness, no matter where it may make its nest.”  

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review October 16, 2025

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

October 19, 2025, at 3 p.m.
Beware of Boxes

Leo Jones with Jacqui Walpole, Worship Associate

Human beings frequently make assumptions and judgments about others, categorizing 
them into groups. The consequences of these actions can be severe. Over millennia, 
these methods have been refined and continue to be widespread today. People of 
the Heart, who are compassionate, must actively resist the impulse to make quick 
assumptions and judgments that create division between “us” and “them.” On Sunday, 
October 19th, we will explore the reasons behind why we put each other in boxes and 

discuss how we can change this behavior.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Season of Rest

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors
Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

Russell Wilbur 

Russell M. Wilbur (“Rusty”), 
age 69, died at home on August 
18, 2025 of complications related 
to hypertensive cardiovascular 
disease. He was a longtime resi-
dent of Greenbelt.

Rusty was born in Santa 
Clara, Calif., in 1956. During his 
childhood, his family lived in 13 
different places, including Kefla-
vik, Iceland, as his father served 
in the Navy. Rusty attended the 
University of Rochester and grad-
uated magna cum laude from the 
University of Maryland with a 
bachelor’s degree in history. He 
worked in banking, technical 
writing, customer service and vol-
unteered as a GED tutor. Rusty 
was an avid bowler, loved sports 
and possessed an encyclopedic 
knowledge of baseball. Rusty 
strove to be of use to others. 
Many in his community benefited 
from his generosity and care.

Rusty was preceded in death 

GCC Donation Drive  
October 25 and 26

The Greenbelt 
Community Church 
will collect clothing, 
household textiles, 
smal l  household 
goods and books on 
Saturday, October 25 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and Sunday, October 
26 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Place soft goods in plastic bags 
and hard goods in boxes that one 
person can carry. Books must be 
boxed separately. Oversized items 
cannot be accepted. 

Donations will be taken to 
Value Village, which pays the 
church. The church will use these 
funds to support the Greenbelt 
Emergency Fund. 

Canned food will also be 
accepted to be added to the 
church’s ongoing collection for 
the local food bank, Help By 
Phone. 

The church is located at 1 
Hillside Road. Use the driveway 
at the rear of the building to 
drop off donations. For questions, 
email the Greenbelt Community 
Church at office@greenbeltucc.
org.
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Russell M. Wilbur

by his mother and father, Althea 
and Harley Wilbur. He is sur-
vived by his daughter, Carly Eliz-
abeth Wilbur of Denver, Colo.; 
sisters Kimberly Wilbur of Rose-
burg, Ore., and Gwenan Wilbur 
of Chicago, Ill.; nieces Miranda, 
Sasha and Emily Wood as well as 
many loving cousins and friends.

Donations in Rusty’s honor 
may be made to:

N A M I  P r i n c e  G e o rg e ’s 
C o u n t y :  n a m i p g c . o rg / g e t -
involved/donate

The Human Trafficking Legal 
Center: secure.qgiv.com/for/
thehumantraffickinglegalcenter

Congratulations to the Eleanor 
Roosevelt girls soccer team on 
their Senior Night win.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Kaylie Taylor
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Protesting the presence of ICE nearby and on the Baltimore-
Washington Parkway, residents gather outside the Municipal 
Building before Tuesday's council meeting.
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ICE Protest

St. Hugh’s Bazaar 
Coming in November 

St. Hugh of Grenoble Catho-
lic Church will hold its annual 
Christmas Bazaar on November 
1 and 2 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
There will be vendors, jewelry, 
food and baked goods.  And, 
of course, a big Christmas sec-
tion as well as white elephant 
items.  Come enjoy 
great buys at 135 
Crescent Road.  En-
ter the bazaar from 
the rear parking lot 
of the church.  

http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
mailto:office@greenbeltucc.org
mailto:office@greenbeltucc.org
http://namipgc.org/get-involved/donate/
http://namipgc.org/get-involved/donate/
http://secure.qgiv.com/for/thehumantraffickinglegalcenter
http://secure.qgiv.com/for/thehumantraffickinglegalcenter
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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GREENBELT POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMUNITY MEETING
Thursday, October 16, 6:30-8pm. Community Center Room 109

The Greenbelt Police Department invites you to join a community meeting to discuss 
trends and prevention.

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS
Thursday, November 13, 10am - 1pm, 

6101 Cherrywood Lane

Screenings for Blood Pressure, 
Cholesterol, and Diabetes at Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center. 
To RSVP Call 240-424-0302

GREENBELT ANIMAL SERVICES REMINDER
As we approach the end of 2025, Greenbelt Animal Services would like to remind you 
that if you are a resident within the City of Greenbelt, you are eligible to receive a FREE 
spay/neuter and rabies vaccination through the MDA Grant until December 31, 2025. 
Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to help control the pet population and keep your 
pet healthier.

If you are interested in applying for the FREE spay/neuter, please contact Greenbelt 
Animal Services at animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov or call us at 301-474-6124. Don’t 
Delay, Neuter and Spay!

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 
AUCTION

Equipment Viewing Schedule:
Monday – Friday, 8 AM – 3:30 PM 
Available on the following dates:
October 13–17
October 22–24
October 27–31
For any questions or to schedule a 
viewing, please contact: Sparks@
greenbeltmd.gov. View our auctions 
at https://www.govdeals.com/
greenbeltmdpw

MEETINGS FOR OCTOBER 20-24

Monday, October 20 at 7:30pm, WORK SESSION - CEMETERY 
PRESERVATION MASTER PLAN

Tuesday, October 21 at 7 pm, GREENBELT REPARATIONS COMMISSION, 
On the Agenda: Review AARN findings, Review/Summary of Piscataway 
Indian Nation PPT presentation, Review GRC findings, Plan for November 15 
Town Hall

Wednesday, October 22 at 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION - CITY MANAGER’S 
QUARTERLY UPDATE - RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, October 22 Immediately Following the Work Session, SPECIAL 
MEETING/CLOSED SESSION - PERSONNEL/LEGAL MATTERS

Thursday, October 23 at 7 pm, FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY BOARD 
MEETING, On the Agenda: Pumpkin Walk Follow-up, Discussion on 
Stewardship and Proposed BARC Closure, Possible Revisions to FPAB 
Webpage

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 
email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 
confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR
Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

OFFICIAL NOTICE

In accordance with Section 3-305(b)(1) and (8) of the General Provisions 
Article of the Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Maryland, a 
closed session of the Greenbelt City Council will be held on Wednesday, 
October 22, 2025, immediately following the Council Work Session – City 
Manager’s Quarterly Update – Recreation Department, in the Council 
Chambers of the Municipal Building: 1) to discuss the appointment, 
employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, 
removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, 
or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; any other personnel 
matter that affects one or more specific individuals; 2) to consult with staff, 
consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential litigation.

The purpose of this meeting is: 
1) to address personnel matters over which this public body has jurisdiction.

2) to consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or 
potential litigation.

* The public may attend the Council Work Session prior to the closed session 
and observe the vote of the Council to move into the closed session on 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025.

- Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

ARTS HAPPENINGS
Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts for 
more information and many other 
opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a weekly 
e-newsletter, at www.greenbeltmd.
gov/list.aspx.

Friends and Family Workshop 
(all ages): Craft Decorative Cornhusk 
People. Friday, October 17, 5:30-
7:30pm, Greenbelt Community 
Center. Celebrate Indigenous Peoples 
Day with your family, friends, and 
community members while crafting 
these traditional figures. $5/$10. 
Advance registration encouraged; see 
page 38 of the fall activity guide - bit.
ly/43iaEIN

Wild Rumpus dance workshop 
(ages 5 - adult): Wednesday, October 
22, 6:30pm, Greenbelt Community 
Center. FREE! Walk-ins welcome. 
Learn a dance to perform with the 
flash mob at the Wild Rumpus on 
Friday, October 24. Also, practice on 
your own with this instructional video - 
bit.ly/4nNWG9T

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• Art Share (meet-up) 10/19, 
7-8pm Greenbelt Community 
Center

• Wonders of Watercolor 
Starting 10/23, 6:30-8:30pm 
Greenbelt Community Center

• FREE Fall Mosaic Workshop 
10/28, 6-8pm, Greenbelt 
Community Center

SENIOR TECH CAFE 
Sundays - October 26,  

November 23 from 1-3 pm 
Greenbelt Community Center, Room 

109, 15 Crescent Road

Whether you’re new to computers, 
iPhone, Android or just need a little 
guidance, we will do our very best 
to help! Don’t miss this opportunity 
to have your questions answered. 
We look forward to helping you get 
started!

Note: We are not a “Genius Bar” and 
do not fix devices, but we’re more than 
happy help you learn how to make the 
most of your technology.

FREE. Drop-in, first come first serve, 
no registration required, bring a friend!

Contact Priya Gardner Lemieux at 
pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov | (240) 
542-2056.

DIABETES EDUCATION CLASS & SCREENING
Class: November 7, 10am-11am - Screening: November 14, 10am-12pm

Greenbelt Community Center

Join Dr. Florence Awosika, DNP, APRN, CDCES and discover how to care for yourself in 
ways that lead to a healthier life. This diabetes wellness education class focuses on self-
care, empowering you to make informed decisions and take charge of your well-being.

CURRENT GAIL PROGRAMS
CARES is happy to provide the following programs FREE of charge. For more 
information, email Brendy Maddox at bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov or (202) 670-6497.
• OPEN COMPUTER LAB FOR ADULTS  1st and 3rd Monday of each month. 

Weekly sign-up required. 
• DEMENTIA WEBINARS 10/23, 11/6, 11/13 at 7 pm on Zoom.
• NAVIGATING DEMENTIA CARE FOR CAREGIVERS in partnership with the 

University of Maryland: November 3, 10, and 17 (in-person), November 5, 12, 19 
(Virtual)

• FREE MONTHLY DIAPER DISTRIBUTION Greenbelt Residents Only. First time 
participants must provide proof of residency, state-issued ID, birth certificate (or 
copy) for each child. 

• AGING SOLO Oct 22, 29 from 1-2:30pm on Zoom. Learn to set priorities, build 
your support network, and put your plans into action.

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend community 
organization meetings, but no official Council action will be taken at these meetings. 
Please note that meeting locations may change after being published. For information 
on how to join these meetings, contact the respective organization directly.

* VOLUNTEER * VACANCIES * 
APPLY FOR A COMMITTEE 

OR BOARD TODAY!
Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an 
excellent opportunity to engage 
with your community and make a 
difference. Choose from a number 
of committees & boards such as 
the Advisory Committee on 
Education, Advisory Committee 
on Trees, Advisory Planning 
Board, Arts Advisory Board, Board 
of Elections, Charter Review 
Task Force, Ethics Commission, 
Forest Preserve Advisory Board, 
Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Sustainability, Park 
and Recreation Advisory Board, 
or Youth Advisory Committee and 
make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the first step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 
these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

SAMPLE 2025 ELECTION BALLOT
To view the sample ballot online, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/election.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 
ANY REGISTERED GREENBELT RESIDENT MAY CHOOSE TO 

VOTE BY MAIL-IN
VOTING BY MAIL: Any qualified voter of the City of Greenbelt may choose 
to vote by MAIL-IN BALLOT.

ALL REGISTERED VOTERS WILL RECEIVE IN THE MAIL AN 
APPLICATION TO VOTE BY MAIL-IN BALLOT. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO 
VOTE BY MAIL, YOU MAY DISREGARD THE APPLICATION. YOU MAY 
VOTE AT ANY POLLING LOCATION ON ELECTION DAY.
Military service members, their families, and other U.S. citizens abroad who 
are covered under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting 
Act may also use the Federal Post Card Application (http://www.fvap.gov) to 
request an absentee ballot for City election.

Applications to receive mail-in ballot must be received by noon on Monday, 
November 3, 2025. We encourage you to return your application (by mail or 
in-person) as soon as possible.

Return your executed mail-in ballot by

1) Sending it through the U.S. mail in time to arrive by November 3,

2) Hand-delivering it to the City Clerk’s office, or

3) Place it into one of the three drop-box locations. (Police Station, 
Schrom Hills Park and Springhill Lake Recreation Center)

Questions? Call the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000, or send email to 
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 
DATES & DEADLINES: 2025 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

First day to receive papers and file nomination petition  8/18

Last day to file nomination petition (by 5pm) 9/22

Date of drawing for placement on ballot – 7pm 9/22

First Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm)  9/26

First day to send out mail-in ballots  10/3

Last day to register to vote (must be received by 4:30pm Upper Marlboro)  10/6

Second Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm) 10/24

Early Voting begins . 11/1-11/2

Training session for Election Judges and Clerks 11/3

Election 7am-8pm 11/4

Mail-in ballots must be received by 6pm 11/4

Final Contributions & Expenditures Report (12pm) 11/7

Charter Meeting for swearing-in at 7:30pm 11/10

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City Clerk, at (301) 474-8000 or 
e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

GREENBELT ELECTION INFORMATION

Week Location Holiday

November 3-7 Lakewood 
Greensprings I & II

November 10-14 Boxwood Veterans Day 
November 11

November 17-21 Woodland Hills

November 24-28 Lakeside Thanksgiving 
November 27 & 28

December 1-5 Lakewood 
Greensprings I & II

December 8-12 Boxwood

December 15-19 Woodland Hills

December 22-26 Lakeside Christmas 
December 25

December 29 - 
January 2

Lakewood 
Greensprings I & II

New Years Day 
January 1

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
Fall 2025-2026 
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in the last term. Kristen Weaver, 
Danielle McKinney and Jenni 
Pompi also chose to answer this 
question in the third round.

Fritz cited two accomplish-
ments: implementation of all-
resident voting and endorsement 
of the general order on immigra-
tion, noting that barely one in six 
voters voted in the last municipal 
election, stressing that everyone 
needs to be at the table. Fritz 
praised council for prioritizing 
protection of immigrants in the 
face of “a fascist regime.”

Knesel agreed with Fritz on 
the importance of all-resident 
voting, stressing that she learned 
to listen to many voices and that 
councilmembers can only support 
the community if they have input 
from residents. 

Jordan found the building of 
external relationships, and work-
ing together were vital. “Green-
belt is not an island,” he said. 
For example, completing the deal 
to acquire the armory involved 
talking to the head of the Mary-
land National Guard.

Weaver found the single most 
important accomplishment was 
the allocation of American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. In-
stead of one or two big proj-
ects, council sought ideas from 
the community and applied the 
skills, knowledge and expertise of 
the community in creative proj-
ects. She mentioned child care 
and business vouchers, support 
for reparations, community and 
the Buddy Attick Master Plan. 
McKinney echoed Knesel on the 
importance of new members of 
council learning the issues and 
connecting with the commu-
nity to make informed decisions 
within a planning framework and 
seconded Weaver on the disburse-
ment of ARPA funding, including 
tackling food insecurity. Pompi, 
who had worked on the ballot 
initiative for all-resident voting, 
also found this most important. 
She also emphasized the stand-
ing order that city police have no 
role in immigration enforcement.

Question Two: Use of the 
Armory Site

Four candidates were asked 
how the city should use the ar-
mory site and how to pay for that 
use: Pompi, McKinney, Kevin 
“Coach K” Lockhart and Silke 
Pope. Pompi, McKinney and 
Pope all mentioned that the three 
concept plans developed with 
community input each had good 
elements but none was perfect. 
They all noted the opportunities 
of this large, gateway site; per-
haps low-income housing in part-
nership with nonprofit housing or-
ganizations, said Pompi. Perhaps 
partnering with the county and 
state to be a small business incu-
bator, said McKinney. Maybe a 
little bit from each concept plan, 
Pope said. 

Lockhart said that for him the 
armory was a sacred place as he 
had served there for three years 
as a member of the National 
Guard. He would like to see 
“something for our children,” a 
place where they could learn how 
to meet the next stage in life. 
“Not every kid goes to college,” 
so perhaps the armory could be-
come a place where they could 
learn plumbing, other trades or 
general life skills.

Question Three: The 
Environment

What municipal actions could 
be taken to protect the environ-
ment, in light of declining federal 
support, was the third question 

FORUM continued from page 1

Moderator Dave Zahren and Greenbelt News Review board member 
Erica Johns watch as Danielle McKinney (front right) listens while 
Jenni Pompi (front center) fields a question.
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Bill Orleans said the city 

should ally with governmental 
and nongovernmental organiza-
tions advancing climate concerns. 
He also stated that many private 
companies remove trash and re-
cycling from the city and thought 
the city should take it over, to 
reduce the number of trucks af-
fecting the environment.

Rodney Roberts wants to 
“Think big and act big” and 
seek National Park status for 
Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center and the Patuxent Wildlife 
Refuge, along with any Goddard 
federal land. It represents enor-
mous green space and important 
habitat; it’s vital to provide kids 
access to nature, said Roberts. He 
would work with groups such as 
the National Park Trust on this 
big cause.

Weaver noted steps council 
is already taking for environ-
mental sustainability, such as the 
electrification of the city fleet, 
installation of electrical vehicle 
charging stations and the efforts 
to reduce trash with the pay-as-
you-throw plan. She would like 
to see grants for the solarization 
of city buildings, local air qual-
ity monitoring and individual 
actions that could magnify across 
the city.

Question Four: Affordability
McKinney, Orleans and Kne-

sel were asked what actions they 
would propose to increase the 
nonresidential tax rate and keep 
Greenbelt affordable. Fritz and 
Jordan also chose to answer this 
question. McKinney and Orleans 
both addressed the commercial 
tax rate and how the city should 
work with the state on reducing 
tax abatements for businesses. 
Knesel, noting the empty high- 
rise office buildings once oc-

cupied by NASA contractors, 
argued for motivating developers 
to make those spaces more attrac-
tive as incubator spaces for small 
businesses and start-up companies 
that could help provide jobs to 
residents. 

Fritz, combining an answer 
to this question with questions 
about  the  a rmory  s i te  and 
u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  e n v i s i o n s 
G r e e n b e l t  a s  a  c u l t u r a l 
powerhouse if the city enhances 
transportation options for local 
job access, including better routes 
and more frequent runs of Green 
Line trains, WMATA buses, 
MARC and Amtrak. Development 
of the armory site as a job 
incubator would depend on a 
transportation justice strategy.

Jordan acknowledged the 
challenging times and said it is 
crucial for the city to stabilize 
businesses here and build on 
our strengths, such as the city’s 
economic development staff. He 
mentioned “the medical mile” of 
health care practices along Ha-
nover Parkway and the possibility 
of bringing in more.

Question Five: Violent Crime
Weaver, Pompi, Fritz and Jor-

dan were asked what specific 
actions the city could take to 
deter violent crime, with Roberts, 
Lockhart, Pope and Knesel also 
weighing in on this topic in light 
of the devastating murders the 
weekend before. The commu-
nity policing model earned praise 
from many, who, at the same 
time, acknowledged that it is not 
enough. Ways must be found to 
reach young people who are at 
risk, with after-school resources 
(Weaver); more money for youth 
and social services (Pompi); more 
open space funds to build a park 
in Greenbelt West (Roberts); 
more patrols, more officers, more 

funding (Pope) and getting guns 
out of the hands of kids (Jordan).

Lockhart, who coaches at the 
Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-
ter, found this a particularly emo-
tional issue, urging that the police 
engage more with the community 
on foot and bike patrols, not just 
drive-by policing. He suggested 
a Police Athletic League where 
officers could serve as mentors 
and coaches so the kids would 
learn to trust the police and not 
fear them.

Fritz and Knesel both talked 
about the effects of economic dis-
parity and the lack of affordable 
housing on crimes in Greenbelt’s 
different neighborhoods. Fritz 
emphasized racial disparity in 
neighborhoods and talked about 
the needs of children as parents 
work multiple jobs and longer 
hours to avoid evictions and 
that social services come only 
after the harm has been done. 
Knesel, who noted that she and 
many members of the community 
were participating in the HUG 
WALK when the 14-year-old was 
shot and killed nearby, said the 
lack of neighborhood stability 
with frequent evictions and rental 
turnovers inhibits community 
members from looking after each 
other.

Question Six: Job Loss
The final question, asked of 

Pope, Lockhart and Roberts and 
also answered by Orleans, con-
cerned how to support residents 

who have recently lost their jobs 
and how to pay for those strate-
gies. All four stressed the need 
for citizens to take care of each 
other, particularly in light of the 
government shutdown and other 
federal job losses affecting the 
city. Pope and Orleans focused 
on food, with city food distribu-
tion, the interfaith food pantry 
and, as Orleans suggested, mutual 
aid societies hosting meals in the 
city gym, Springhill Lake Rec-
reation Center and perhaps the 
Firehouse. Lockhart and Roberts 
urged all residents to reach out 
and help each other ‒ if you have 
a job that needs to be done, hire 
someone local to do it. People 
need to help each other, they 
said.

Closing Statements
In  thei r  90-second c los-

ing statements candidates each 
stressed their key themes.

Pompi said that in these un-
precedented times, Greenbelt 
needs leaders with the moral 
courage to take stands and get 
things done, such as the standing 
order against police enforcement 
on immigration and commitment 
to the city’s JEDI (Justice, Eq-
uity, Diversity, Inclusion) goals.

Roberts stressed his 34 years 
of accomplishments on council 
but noted that it was a result of 
the people he has worked with 
over the years on council and in 

See FORUM, page  12
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FRANKIE FRITZ 
COUNCIL

ENDORSED BY:

FULL LIST AT FRANKIEFORGREENBELT.ORG/ENDORSEMENTS

ABOUT FRANKIE

8 YEARS AS A COMMUNITY AND

LABOR ORGANIZER IN MARYLAND

HOUSING AND PUBLIC SAFETY

POLICY ANALYST FOR LOCAL

GOVERNMENT 

PROUD GREENBELT HOMES INC.

(“GHI”) MEMBER

GREENBELT CITY

AUTHORIZED BY FRANKIE FOR GREENBELT. EMILY FRIAS, TREASURER.

FOR
PRIORITIES

SUPPORT FEDERAL WORKERS AND CITY
WORKER'S RIGHT TO ORGANIZE
INCREASE HOUSING AFFORDABILITY, FIX
CODE VIOLATIONS, AND CAP RENT
HIKES AT 3% OR LOWER
ENHANCE BUS, BIKE, AND TRAIL
NETWORKS
PROTECT OUR IMMIGRANT AND
LGBTQ+ NEIGHBORS

CONTACT US AND READ MORE: FRANKIEFORGREENBELT.ORG

FRANKIE@FRANKIEFORGREENBELT.ORG | 301 -501-0485

Last week PBS showed a re-
markable story about the loss 
of local community and large 
nationwide newspapers, and dis-
cussions were held about the 
implications of that reality in 
preserving democratic principles.  
The fact that both large and small 
newspapers are being taken over 
by hedge fund magnates, fir-
ing investigative journalists and 
advancing propaganda-type in-
formation means that balanced 
reporting no longer exists.  

The First Amendment of the 
Constitution protects Freedom 
of the Press in order to prevent 
tyranny, misinformation and dic-
tatorship from developing in the 
United States.  

When local papers close, in-
formation about city, state and 
federal government decisions is 
no longer available – especially 
to those who live in rural com-

My Point of View

Importance of Local Newspapers
by Lois Rosado

munities.  With the closure of 
public radio stations in many of 
these areas as a result of govern-
ment defunding, there is even 
less opportunity to learn what 
is happening that can impact 
everyday life. In such climates, 
misinformation can run rampant 
and cause divisiveness within a 
community.

Facts and evidence are being 
sacrificed for hearsay and idola-
try.  In order to find information 
based on evidence, one has to 
comb through many different 
types of media, including what is 
left in print.  

We, in Greenbelt, have been 
fortunate for the continued cov-
erage by the Greenbelt News 
Review to be able to read what 
issues and decisions are being 
contemplated at the local, state 
and federal government levels 
that will affect our county and 

the City of Greenbelt especially. 
Our local paper needs our sup-

port and also needs more writers 
from East and West Greenbelt 
to share neighbor stories to help 
inform all residents about local 
happenings. Become a champion 
of the Greenbelt News Review, 
get involved.  

Let’s keep the Greenbelt News 
Review alive and viable for years 
to come.  Let’s not lose our local 
paper!

Lois Rosado is a News Review 
staff member writing occasional 
stories.

The Utopia Film Festival is 
held each October. Last year’s 
was nothing short of a remark-
able experience – easily one of 
the best film festivals I’ve ever 
attended.

The l ineup was  d iverse , 
thought-provoking and a testa-
ment to the power of storytelling 
in its many forms. The festi-
val kicked off with a reception 
and awards ceremony with din-
ner, a professional photographer 
for a “red carpet” moment and 
gift bags filled with Utopia Film 
Festival swag. They presented 
awards in several categories and 
screened some of the films. Dur-
ing the festival an impressive 
array of films spanning genres 
and cultures were shown, offer-
ing something for every type of 
cinephile. From compelling docu-
mentaries to heartwarming indie 
dramas, the selection was care-
fully curated to both entertain and 
inspire. My documentary Black 
Hair Love, an exploration of the 
rise of women-owned businesses 
centered around Black hair, left 
a lasting impact on the audience. 
The film’s celebration of identity, 
diversity and entrepreneurship 
was perfectly aligned with the 
festival’s theme of inclusivity and 
empowerment.

One of several venues, the 
historic Greenbelt Cinema added 
a touch of nostalgia and charm 
to the festival experience. Its 
intimate setting fostered a sense 

of community among attendees, 
making it easy to engage in con-
versations with fellow film enthu-
siasts and filmmakers alike. The 
theater’s staff was welcoming 
and attentive, ensuring that every 
aspect of the event ran smoothly. 
Inside, the theater was clean and 
modern and the popcorn was 
delicious.

The communication was ex-
cellent and the engaging post-
screening Q&A sessions were 
well curated, providing invaluable 
insights into the filmmaking pro-
cess and allowing the audience to 
delve deeper into the themes pre-
sented on screen. It was a unique 
opportunity to hear directly from 
the filmmakers and gain a better 
understanding of the stories be-
hind the films.

The Utopia Film Festival not 
only showcased outstanding films 
but also fostered a spirit of col-
laboration and dialogue among 
creatives and audiences. It was a 
celebration of cinematic artistry 
that left attendees feeling inspired 
and enriched. For anyone who 
appreciates the transformative 
power of film, the Utopia Film 
Festival is a must-attend event. 
I eagerly anticipate what this 
year’s festival will bring and am 
grateful for the opportunity to be 
a part of such an extraordinary 
celebration of film.

Filmmaker Joshica Kiah Craig 
is a graduate of Eleanor Roose-
velt High School.

A Review

Utopia Festival: A Cinematic 
Delight for Viewers, Filmmakers

by Joshica Kiah Craig

The  Utopia Film Festival returns October 18-20, transforming 
the city into a hub for independent film and creative conversation. 
Screenings will take place at the Greenbelt Cinema, New Deal 
Café and Greenbelt 835 Firehouse, showcasing bold documentaries, 
visionary shorts and inspiring features from around the world. The 
festival’s mission is to highlight stories that spark imagination and 
social change: from environmental justice to community resilience. 
Highlights include filmmaker Q&As and local artist showcases. 
Explore the full lineup at greenbeltaccesstv.org/utopia-film-festival.

Chamber Music Nov. 1
At the New Deal Café

Members of Greenbelt Com-
munity Orchestra will play string 
quartets and quintets at the New 
Deal Café on Saturday, Novem-
ber 1 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. All 
are welcome to come listen to 
music by Mozart and other clas-
sical composers.

The next free concert by the 
full orchestra will take place on 
Sunday, November 16 at 3 p.m. 
in the Community Center gym. 

Visit greenbeltorchestra.org for 
more information.

Drop us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com

Toastmasters Meet
The Greenbelt Toastmasters 

Club invites all to join them 
online every first, third and fifth 
Wednesday of the month at 7:30 
p.m. The club provides a fun and 
friendly environment for anyone 
interested in improving their 
public speaking and leadership 
skills. Learn more at greenbelt.
toastmastersclubs.org.

Senior Nutrition 
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program provides 
lunch for seniors Monday through 
Friday at the Community Center 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Meals 
must be reserved two weeks 
ahead so that enough food is or-
dered. Participants must complete 
a registration form in person at 
the Community Center office, 
Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. There is a 
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions. 

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each 
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for 
older adults, include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 

The Prince George’s County 
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m 
(PGCMLS) is proud to partner 
with an array of organizations 
that do important work within 
Prince George’s County. For this 
Library Check-In, the spotlight 
is on Random Unselfish Acts of 
Kindness (RUAK), a Greenbelt 
organization whose founder, 
Robert Goldberg-Strassler, was 
recently recognized as Greenbelt’s 
2025 Outstanding Citizen.

RUAK was founded in 2017 
to foster community connec-
tions in Greenbelt. One pillar of 
RUAK’s work is the Uplift Lit-
eracy program, which is designed 
to facilitate greater access to ear-
ly childhood literacy for Green-
belt families, largely through a 
monthly dual-language Pre-K 
Story Hour with the Greenbelt 
Library that brings library story-

PGCMLS Partner Spotlight: 
Unselfish Acts of Kindness

time services directly into the 
community. At these programs, 
kids get free books, snacks and 
access to fun activities like 
scavenger hunts and active play 
in the gym.

“For me, it’s so important 
that it was us neighbors who 
made this happen,” says Jen-
nifer Dudley, president of the 
Greenbelt Rotary and a founding 
RUAK volunteer. “And then to 
see the impact this opportunity 
has on these families, to see the 
kids just shine when they pick 
out their books ‒ it’s become 
a part of our routine to watch 
these families grow. That’s the 
beautiful thing about the library: 
it connects us to learning, and to 
each other.”

This article was drawn from 
a PGCMLS Partner Spotlight 
announcement.

Greenbelt Branch Librarian Joe Vincent leads movement activi-
ties and reads aloud from Chicka Chicka Boom Boom/Tika Tika 
Boum Boum! at the RUAK storytime on Friday, September 12. 
For more photos from a past winter-themed storytime, check out 
the PGCMLS Flickr account.
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Schedule your 
mammogram this fall

Visit Luminis.Health/Breast  
to schedule your mammogram 
in just a few minutes.

To make an appointment by phone, please call (888) 909-9729 
for all Luminis Health Imaging locations.

Annapolis  |  Bowie  |  Kent Island  |  Lanham  |  Odenton

Pumpkin spice, 
cozy sweaters... 
and peace of mind  

Respecting the Legacy, Focused on the Future  

Re-elect

Emmett V. Jordan
Greenbelt City Council 

•  Experienced, Tested Leadership  

•  Strong, Collaborative Relationships 

•  Always Well-Informed and Prepared

       with County, State, and Federal Partners

Making Good Decisions for All of Greenbelt
 

Facebook at “Mayor Emmett Jordan”
Website at: “jordanforgreenbelt.org“

 
Friends of Emmett Jordan

PO Box 471 Greenbelt, MD 20768  
(301)715-3632

By  Authority of Tom Jones,  Treasurer

at the National Archives in Col-
lege Park) ‒ there was land ad-
jacent to BARC that had become 
“seriously run-down” but was 
“scenically attractive” and suit-
able for construction of a com-
plete community. The site offered 
“economy in building costs,” and 
there was a “plentiful supply of 
relief labor” available in the area 
and urgently in need of employ-
ment. Selection of the site offered 
both an opportunity to expand the 
land base of the research center 
and to provide housing accom-
modation for its staff. The report 
stated: “Greenbelt is an important 
feature in the development of the 
National Agricultural Research 
Center, which, it is expected, will 
eventually become the largest 
Agricultural Research Center in 
the world.” Of course, proximity 

to Washington, D.C., was also 
a consideration in selection of 
the site for Greenbelt, although 
Tugwell and Lansill had con-
cerns that the site was too close 
to Washington scrutiny; Richards 
saw that as a minor disadvantage 
compared to the unique oppor-
tunity of establishing a “housing 
lab” in conjunction with the agri-
cultural research center.

By mid-March of 1935, acqui-
sition of land for the Greenbelt 
project was underway, guided by 
the basic objective for the Green-
belt Town Program “to obtain 
a large tract of land, and thus 
avoid the complications ordinar-
ily due to diverse ownerships.” 
Most of the land was optioned 
by the Land Utilization Divi-
sion of the Federal Emergency 
Relief Administration and the 

BARC continued from page 1

Subsistence Homestead Division 
of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior (DOI), with the newly 
created Resettlement Adminis-
tration inheriting that land and 
adding to it. Nearly 12,200 acres 
had been purchased by September 
1935 of which only about 4,000 
acres was to be devoted to the 
Greenbelt Project. The remain-
ing roughly 8,200 acres were 
turned over to BARC, which had 
already grown to roughly 5,500 
acres since its establishment in 
1910, when USDA purchased the 
475-acre Walnut Grange property. 
The land transferred was “for 
the use of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, Bureau of Dairy Indus-

An August 2025 scene on the Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center, looking north toward Powder Mill Road and Building 200 
from Sheep Road
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try, Experimental Forestry, Plant 
Industry, Biological Survey and 
Soil Conservation.” 

An early outcome was use of 
2,670 acres to create the Patux-
ent Research Refuge (now under 
DOI), which President Franklin 
Roosevelt established through 
executive order in 1936. Over the 
past 90 years, other federal agen-
cies have built facilities on land 
acquired under the auspices of 
the Greenbelt Project and given 
to BARC, including NASA, the 
Food and Drug Administration, 
Secret Service and State De-
partment. These land transfers 
brought BARC down to its cur-
rent size of approximately 6,500 

acres.
Additional information on 

Greenbelt’s origins and early his-
tory can be found online or in 
books available in the Greenbelt 
Library’s Tugwell Room, includ-
ing The New Deal in the Sub-
urbs: A History of the Greenbelt 
Town Program, 1935-1954 by 
J.L. Arnold (1971, Ohio Univer-
sity Press); Greenbelt: History of 
a New Town, 1937-1987 (M.L. 
Williamson, editor; 1987, The 
Donning Company/Publishers); 
and Greenbelt, Maryland: A Liv-
ing Legacy of the New Deal 
by Cathy Knepper (2001, Johns 
Hopkins University Press).
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Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Dental Implants 
The Permanent Solution for Missing Teeth

$75 dental implant consultation
includes dental exam and digital x-rays

Over 700 5-star reviews!
Infection Control Certified

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

NEED A GREENBELT 
HOME WITH A SECOND 
BATHROOM?

2 BD | 2 BA $340,000 

This roomy 2-bedroom brick 
Greenbelt co-op townhome 
has been expanded to create 
a space that could be used 
as a third bedroom, or a great 
home office or family room, 
with a second full bath.

45N Ridge Road

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from 
sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in 
Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900

3 BD | 2 BA $256,000

This charmer features a rare 
first-floor addition with a 
full bath, perfect as a third 
bedroom or cozy sitting room, 
along with fresh updates and 
great outdoor spaces for 
morning coffee or evening 
relaxation.

16N Ridge Road

2 BD | 2 BA $290,000

This charmer has a very 
smart addition that includes 
a second full bath. Plus, a 
kitchen bump-out brings 
in more light and extra 
workspace, and other fun 
architectural details add flair 
and practicality to this co-op 
townhome.

58C Ridge Road

HERE’S  THREE TWO ONE
GREAT CHOICE!

Under Contract

Available Now!

Under Contract

SIGNS continued from page 1

city. Following approval in May 
2022, the project kicked off in 
January 2023.  

“I just want to remind folks 
these are conceptual; anything 
that comes from this will have 
to go into further design, which 
will be an implementation cost,” 
said Fearer at the start of the 
presentation. 

Types of Signs
The plan aims to improve nav-

igation for residents and visitors, 
and enhance Greenbelt’s sense 
of place. It includes gateway 
signs, like the one on Southway, 
directional signs for cars, bikes 
and pedestrians and informational 
signage. The city plans to also 
include banners, trail markers, 
informational kiosks and directo-
ries. Currently, signs exist in the 
city, but vary in quality, the way 
information is presented, owner-
ship and material, said Fearer at 
the meeting.

Costs
The signs can be expensive, 

and one sign that welcomes visi-
tors to Greenbelt can cost up to 
$30,000. The recent gateway sign 
on Southway was funded by a 
$50,000 grant with approximately 
$30,000 in matching money from 
the city. However, “it is important 
to note that a significant portion 
of the costs weren’t related to the 
cast stone sign itself, but rather 
to the demolition and reconstruc-
tion of the sitting wall at that 
location,” Fearer noted.

The draft plan calls for the ad-
dition of five new gateway signs, 
as well as other forms of signage 
throughout the city. Looking at a 
table of costs that ranged as high 
as $30,000 for a gateway sign 
and $2,000 to $4,000 for a vehic-
ular directional sign, Jordan asked 
if they were aggregate costs or 
for individual signs and was told 
the latter, and he jokingly asked 
if they could make them hollow.

In addition to the cost of the 
signs, the installation costs are 
estimated to run an additional 
35 to 50 percent of the materi-
als cost, lighting to be another 
$1,500 to $5,000 and the design, 
permitting and engineering fees 
to be 10 to 20 percent of the to-
tal project cost. Councilmember 
Silke Pope asked if installation 
could be done in-house rather 
than contracted out and Fearer 
responded that it might be pos-
sible for some of the banners, 
for example, but they didn’t yet 
know to that level of detail. 

AAB Recommendation
Amanda Larsen of the Arts 

Advisory Board (AAB) said that 
their board recommends that a 
graphic designer be hired to go 
beyond the concept stage and 
give consideration to the archi-
tecture of Greenbelt while also 
considering the clarity of the 
signs. Larsen also noted that the 
AAB was interested in bring-
ing more visibility to the arts in 
Greenbelt, and to venues such as 
the Cinema.

Scaling Back
Jordan urged staff to research 

alternative materials and suggest-
ed materials like carbon fiber and 

epoxy resin. “There are a lot of 
different materials that have been 
developed … that are just as 
durable as concrete … that could 
be used that are a lot lighter and 
would last a significant amount of 
time,” Jordan said. 

Councilmember Kristen Weav-
er also recognized the project’s 
cost and stressed the importance 
of intentional spending. Green-
belt doesn’t just have to worry 
about the upfront costs of these 
signs, but also the long-term 
maintenance and replacement 
schedule, said Weaver. “We need 
to be careful to think about all 
of the costs in our decisions,” 
Weaver said. “There’s the cost 
of the sign, but there’s also the 
cost of … does this sign have 
more maintenance in the future? 

Can it be done in-house, or is 
it someone else that has to take 
care of it?”

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts questioned the necessity of 
numerous signs, given that people 
use the GPS systems in their cars 
and on their phones nowadays to 
get to their destinations. “Maybe 
we don’t need to put in a couple 
million dollars' worth of signs,” 
he said. 

Phased Implementation
Asked about the total costs 

of the project, Fearer told the 
News Review:  “The plan doesn’t 
outline a total cost estimate in 
part because final costs will vary 
depending on multiple factors, 
including materials, installation, 
site preparation, signage com-
plexity, regulatory requirements, 

design and consulting fees, proj-
ect management and labor costs 
and maintenance. The city also 
anticipates implementing the pro-
posed wayfinding in a phased 
manner, as outlined in the plan. 
Each sign type can be designed 
and installed independently based 
on funding availability and city 
priorities, and if funding becomes 
available for specific elements, 
those can be installed as stand-
alone projects while still con-
forming to the overall wayfinding 
plan.”

Funding
“The city does not currently 

have funding earmarked for im-
plementation of the wayfinding 
plan,” Fearer told the News Re-
view. “As mentioned in the plan, 
the city will explore a number of 
funding opportunities, including 
federal, state, local and philan-
thropic grants.”

Potential sources of funding 
for this project, as cited in the 
draft, include federal monies and 
grants such as the Department 
of Transportation’s Transporta-
tion Alternatives Program, Mary-
land Heritage Areas Authority 
Grants, the Maryland Department 
of Housing and Community De-
velopment’s Community Legacy 
Program and the Federal High-
way Administration’s Recreation 
Trails Program. There is also the 
possibility of funding from Prince 
George’s County Regional De-
velopment Authority and public-
private partnerships, according to 
the presentation at the workses-
sion. The final draft of the plan 
is expected to be completed in 
February 2026, according to a 
previous city council work ses-
sion agenda. 

Ashna Balroop is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism 
writing for the Greenbelt News 
Review.

C
RE

AT
ED

 B
Y 

N
EI

G
H

BO
RH

O
O

D
 D

ES
IG

N
 C

EN
TE

R

Renderings of informational signage

Spellman Overpass
Sign-waving Fridays

Everyone is in-
vited by Indivis-
ible of the Route 
1 Corridor and by 
other Greenbelters 
to do the follow-
ing:

Show up at the Spellman 
Overpass on the Baltimore-Wash-
ington Parkway every Friday 
from 4 to 6 p.m. (Walk east on 
Gardenway from Ridge Road or 
west from Hanover Parkway.)

Assert the importance of U.S. 
democracy, the rule of law and 
our belief that NO kings are wel-
come. Bring generous goodwill, 
noisemakers, signs and banners.

Email k2e9u09mj@mozmail.
com for questions. 

Wayfinding Sign Type Cost Range
Gateway Monument $10,000-$30,000
Directional Vehicular $2,000-$4,000
Directional Pedestrian $1,600-$2,500
Directional/Identification Trail Marker $250-$350
Identification Banner $200-$500
Informational Directory $2,000-$5,000
Informational Kiosk $1,000-$3,500

Projected sign costs in the draft Wayfaring plan presented to council
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http://www.mccarldental.com
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October 18 , 2025 | 12    -  6PM
College Park Aviation Museum & Airport

1985 Corporal Frank Scott Dr. 

Free nearby parking, metro access, 
bicycle racks, and shuttle service. 

live music
food & drink vendors

artist alley
activities & games

helicopter & plane fly-in
free museum entry

& more!

FREE
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Toss it? No way!

Greenbelt MakerSpace Repair Café

Saturday Oct. 18 from 10 am - 2 pm

at the Granite Bldg, 115 Centerway

Come learn how to repair your tired or broken stuff (volunteers 
needed as well). Bring your bikes, clothing, furniture, appliances, 
computers, jewelry, toys, etc. for the challenge of making them 
useful again. Repairs are not guaranteed. 

Tool Library:   Thursdays 6:30 - 8 pm, Saturdays 10 am - noon, 
Sundays 11 am – 1 pm

https://tools.greenbeltmakers.org

RE-ELECT JENNI POMPI

Phone: 240-305-0643

Email:  jenni@jennipompi.com

Website:  jennipompi.com
    By authority Jenni Pompi for Greenbelt, Kimberly Walsh, Treasurer

Jenni is a proven leader working hard for Greenbelt!

VOTE FOR JENNI on Nov. 4 to:
• Keep Greenbelt safe and a� ordable
• Support smart economic development
• Improve pedestrian and bicycle safety
• Fight for Greenbelt’s values of equity,
  inclusion, and cooperation



JJennienni
FOR CITY COUNCIL

Newspaper ad_0925.indd   1Newspaper ad_0925.indd   1 9/30/25   11:45 AM9/30/25   11:45 AM

years’ budgets, which would pro-
vide degrees of assistance beyond 
the end of Covid’s emergency 
rental and foreclosure assistance. 
It should have done so.

Emmett V. Jordan
Given the current economic 

uncertainty, I will prioritize in-
vestments in our residents and 
local economy. Partnering with 
the county and state for career 
resources is important. By invest-
ing in retraining and upskilling 
programs for displaced federal 
workers, youth and older adults, 
we help residents remain in 
Greenbelt. Supporting grassroots 
efforts and fostering innovation 
will drive stability, creativity and 
growth.

We may need to revisit sup-
port programs that aided our 
community during the pandem-
ic: food distribution, emergency 
mortgage and rental assistance, 
counseling and family services.

To strengthen our economy, 
Greenbel t  mus t  work  wi th 
organizations like Prince George’s 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Greenbelt Business Alliance 
to build on local strengths and 
address weaknesses.

Redirecting undesignated funds 
toward workforce development 
and deferring capital improve-
ment projects may be necessary 
to achieve these goals. A bal-
anced, forward-thinking approach 
ensures no one is left behind, po-
sitioning Greenbelt as a resilient 
city of opportunity for all.

Amy Knesel
The power and strength of 

Greenbelt has always been its 
people. I believe our city’s spend-
ing should prioritize people-first 
programs that keep our com-
munity strong and stable. That 
doesn’t mean neglecting deferred 
maintenance ‒ putting off repairs 
only makes them more costly 
later ‒ but it does mean being 
strategic. We should continue 
pursuing grants and outside fund-
ing to free up city resources, and 
invest in small, local businesses 
so more office space is filled, 
business tax revenue grows and 
residents have good jobs close 
to home.

We must also stay mindful 
about housing, doing everything 
we can to help people stay in 
their homes. When residents are 
forced out, we lose more than 
neighbors – we lose community. 
The stronger and more connected 
we are, the better our city func-
tions. When residents are engaged 
and supported, everyone, includ-
ing our staff, benefits.

Danielle P. McKinney
Greenbelt’s $40.1 million bud-

get should reflect both fiscal 
responsibility and the values that 
make our community strong. 
Nearly 75 percent of the budget 
already supports essential services 
– public safety, housing stability, 
health programs and food access 
– that protect residents and pre-
serve our quality of life.

As costs rise and state and 
federal funding decline, we must 
make every dollar count. That 
means using remaining ARPA 
funds through 2026 to support 
infrastructure, phasing capital 
projects, leveraging community 
partnerships, automating systems 
and sunsetting programs that no 
longer meet community needs. 
Greenbelt should prioritize imple-
menting its Economic Develop-
ment Strategy and maintaining 

ANSWERS continued from page 1

initiatives with measurable com-
munity impact and sustainability.

I will continue to champion 
partnerships, grants, food ac-
cess and workforce development 
initiatives – like apprenticeships 
and job transition programs – that 
strengthen residents’ stability and 
our local economy. Balancing ef-
ficiency with compassion should 
protect the Greenbelt we cherish 
while preparing for a vibrant, 
inclusive, resilient future.

Jenni Pompi
To address current econom-

ic challenges, the City Council 
should prioritize funding our 
vital social services, including 
counseling, food distribution and 
emergency rental aid. In addition, 
we should strategically invest 
in workforce development for 
residents and economic develop-
ment to strengthen Greenbelt’s 
job market. Maintaining the city’s 
vibrant public parks and commu-
nity amenities also will be im-
portant to help residents maintain 
quality of life.

To maintain and increase the 
social services out-of-work resi-
dents may require, the city will 
need to defer some expensive 
capital projects and replacement 
spending on items such as fleet 
vehicles and other equipment. 
Greenbelt also will need to ex-
plore new grant opportunities 
to boost revenue and consider 
increasing collaborations with 
neighboring municipalities to split 
costs on shared services. 

It also will be essential for 
council to be transparent about 
the city’s budget forecast and 
planning and work to engage the 
community on formulating solu-
tions.

Rodney M. Roberts
We need to stop wasting mon-

ey on things we don’t need! Ex-
amples: A $16,000 truck engine; 
replacement of a $270,000 loader 
that had nothing wrong with it; 
$700,000 for a trash truck that 
we did not need; replacement of 
a $150,000 rollback tow truck 
that needed only minor repairs. 

We have a budget request of 
$500,000 to replace the outhouse 
at the Lake Park, that in my es-
timation needs less than $5,000 
in what should be routine main-
tenance.

There’s a push for a new mu-
nicipal building for many mil-
lions of dollars because we need 
more office space, while at the 
same time we want to tear down 
a beautiful, structurally sound 
building that would more than 
meet our needs (the Armory).

We rely more and more on 
contractors and consultants. In-
stead, let's invest in our people 
with education/training so we can 
do more ourselves for less!

Silke I. Pope
We must be financially pru-

dent and strategic in allocating 
the city’s resources. A careful re-
view of all programs and spend-
ing should be done to determine 
which are most effective and 
which need to be realigned to 
reflect our current financial situa-
tion. Priority should be placed on 
investing in services that provide 
the greatest value and benefit to 
our residents.

Looking ahead we must plan 
for long-term stability by diversi-
fying our revenue sources. Rely-
ing primarily on property taxes 
is not sustainable. It is important 
for us to find creative ways to 
grow our city’s revenues with-
out increasing the tax burden on 
residents.

Pursuing grant opportunities is 
essential. The redevelopment of 
the Greenbelt Armory site pres-
ents an opportunity to strengthen 
our local economy and expand 
our tax base. Thoughtful planning 
and wise financial management 
can ensure that Greenbelt remains 
fiscally strong, resilient and well-
prepared for the future.

Kristen L.K. Weaver
Instead of one disruptive 

change, Greenbelt is best served 
by finding small efficiencies to 
make the necessary savings. Re-
cent examples include: imple-
menting electronic financial sys-
tems; bringing online Green-
belt’s solar farm; and uncovering 
Pepco overcharges for streetlights. 
Switching to LED streetlights 
would save even more. I also 
support Save As You Throw unit-
based pricing for trash, in part, 
because it could reduce the city’s 
landfill fees by 40 percent based 
on reduced trash generation. 
Small economies added together 
allow us to maintain vital city 
services as costs rise.

Council also needs to continue 
advocating to the county for in-
creased tax differentials.  Green-
belt provides certain services, 
such as police and public works, 
that are also provided by the 
county. Greenbelt citizens should 
not be taxed twice – once by the 
city and once by the county – for 
these services. Increased tax dif-
ferentials lower residents’ county 
taxes in recognition of this.

Kevin “Coach K” Lockhart
Given the economic challenges 

in Greenbelt, the city council 

should shift its spending priori-
ties to directly support residents 
by expanding existing programs 
focused on affordable housing, 
job training and community ser-
vices. Public engagement should 
be a critical part of this process, 
allowing residents to advocate for 
changes and provide input during 
the budget cycle.

Here are some ideas that are 
already in place but may not be 
widely known among residents, 
especially in the West side of 
Greenbelt (Franklin Park): 

 - Expand direct financial and 
social support: Develop programs 
that provide immediate and tan-
gible relief to residents facing 
economic hardships.

- Create emergency assistance 
funds.

- Support food assistance pro-
grams.

- Increase funding for Green-
belt CARES.

- More police engagement in 
the West side.

Frankie Santos Fritz
As recent tragedies show, pub-

lic safety will continue to be 
a core concern. Shootings and 
violence impact our quality of 
life and feelings of safety, and 
evidence-based investments in 
prevention and deterrence, espe-
cially for youth, must be con-
sidered alongside measures for 
timely accountability for violence.

We need to center economic 
development, including phone 
service improvements, and en-
hance transportation to diversify 
our economy and be an enticing 
home for new residents.

The city should do more to 
engage residents in existing com-
munity-driven mutual aid and 
organizing efforts. For example, 
supporting and partnering with 
neighborhood and tenant organi-
zations to educate residents about 

rights and responsibilities under 
the law can increase the effec-
tiveness of our complaint-based 
enforcement staffing. 

Finally we should regularly 
review and track the effectiveness 
of the various city consultants 
and contractors, and look at ways 
to cooperatively procure external 
services with neigh-
boring jurisdictions 
and agencies to find 
savings.

City Notes
The Greenbelt Assistance in 

Living program’s Health Fair at 
the Community Center had 20 
providers; about 75 residents at-
tended and 46 received flu shots. 

Economic Development led 
a tour of the Pikesville Armory 
redevelopment project for coun-
cilmembers and city staff.

Public Safety and Community 
hosted a meeting to plan citywide 
Get Out the Vote efforts.  

The Greenbelt Co-op Super-
market’s September round-up 
program netted $3,032.25 for the 
Animal Shelter and the Pooch 
Plunge drew 38 participants and 
raised $415. Shelter residents are 
five cats, four kittens and four dogs. 

Public Works Street crews 
installed six thermoplastic cross-
walks on Crescent Road, and 
Facility Maintenance began re-
placing boilers at the Community 
Center. 

Horticulture/Parks/Ballfields 
installed cookout grills, two at 
the Lake and one at Schrom 
Hills Park. Environmental, with 
15 volunteers, removed litter and 
invasives from the lakefront. 

Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center hosted Fall Fest and Arts 
held an Artful Afternoon. Thera-
peutic Recreation took seniors to 
Butler’s Orchard and the Museum 
installed Halloween decorations.
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Kerrygold

cooperatively owned

Our dairy farmers are committed to the

cooperative ideal — working together to

produce only the very best grass- fed dairy

products. Our cows graze freely on the fields

of our 14,000 small family farms; each one

using unique dairy farming traditions passed

down through generations of families. It is this

grass-fed milk that delivers the rich-tasting,

high-quality dairy products that Kerrygold is

famous for.

Frontier Co-op

cooperatively owned

More than 50,000 member-owners strong,

Frontier Co-op is dedicated to sourcing the

highest-quality spices, herbs and botanical

products through the Frontier Co-op, Simply

Organic® and Aura Cacia® brands — all

while creating life-changing opportunities for

our growers, employees and their families.

OCTOBER IS CO-OP MONTH!
CELEBRATE WITH US!

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

shop cooper
atively

shop with us. do good.

evictions for residents living in 
a city cooperative, HOAs and 
apartment complexes. I hope that 
these two evictions are the last 
ones I see and witness in the 
cooperative. I plead and ask the 
membership to get involved and 
attend the monthly GHI Board 
open meetings.

Claudia Jones, GHI member

Annexation 
Comments

Ron Benjamin’s October 9 let-
ter about the potential annexation 
of Beltsville Agriculture Station 
land raises an interesting point.

If his reading of the Maryland 
Code is correct, an annexation 
of Beltsville Agricultural Station 
land would allow the county 
and the City of Greenbelt to au-
thorize development of the land 
because there had been no sale. 
It is unfortunately true that real 
estate interests are one of the 
largest funding sources for all 
local political campaigns. So any 
annexation could be a backdoor 
for development.

We should, of course, keep an 
eye on the actions of neighbor-
ing jurisdictions who may want 
to either annex the land or help 
Greenbelt preserve its present 
use. But until the federal govern-
ment make moves to dispose of 
the land, I believe it is unneces-
sary to spend money preparing 
for an annexation.

I was not aware that the 
WMATA Greenbelt repair and 
storage yard was on Beltsville 
land. This raises interesting ques-
tions about the long-term future 
of the Beltsville land north of 
the repair yard, which is about 
the right distance north of the 
Greenbelt Station to warrant a 
new WMATA station and high-
density, mixed-use development. 
Having known a number of very 
successful and wealthy developers 
in the past, I can tell you that the 

potential for that site has prob-
ably not gone unnoticed.

David B. Miller

Indoor Pool Rejoicing
Oh joy! Oh bliss! Oh relief for 

aching muscles and bones! Oh 
community! The indoor pool is 
open again.

I am writing to recognize, 
and thank, the steadfast staff at 
the Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness 
Center (GAFC), the Public Works 
staff and all the other behind-the-
scenes planners and do-ers who 
made the repair and reopening of 
the indoor pool on the projected 
date possible.

Shout-outs to Stephen Parks 
and Cynthia Brown of GAFC for 
being on the frontline of meeting 
the needs of the wide variety of 
regular users of the indoor pool. 
They created a respectful and 
inclusive schedule, while main-
taining a competent and sunny 
outlook during (what must have 
been) a frustrating project on 
such a large scale.

Many thanks to the amazing 
team of front desk staff, fitness 
instructors, lifeguards and pool 
managers, who kept the passhold-
ers and guests as comfortable as 
possible during the not-so-warm, 
hot and then not-so-hot weather 
this spring, summer and fall. 
These fine city employees deal 
with a lot of guff and roll with it.

I know I am not alone in my 
gratitude.

Susan Taylor 

Letters, from p.2 public. He said he had the desire 
to continue to get things done.

Knesel stated that the com-
munity’s strength comes from 
the connections that are forged. 
Noting that she was appointed 
to council after Ric Gordon’s 
death, she wants to continue his 
legacy and believes in her ability 
to meet the challenges the city 
faces.

Fritz attempted to cover a 
number of issues, including sup-
porting federal workers, working 
toward a union for city employ-
ees, enhancing transportation to 
better connect the city and pro-
tecting the rights of immigrants 
and the LGBTQ community. 
“Your vote is your voice,” he 
said.

Orleans urged greater voter 
turnout, but warned, “Your vote 
is not your voice. Your voice is 
your voice.” He called on people 
to vote but also get involved. 
They should attend city council 
meetings, said Orleans, noting 
that, rather than paying the eter-
nal vigilance that is the price of 
liberty, Greenbelt residents are 
“not even casually attentive.”

Lockhart, as he had done 
throughout the night, stressed 
that “The main thing is the kids, 
the children.” Greenbelt residents 
need to work with them and help 
be part of the solution.

Jordan noted his 15 years of 
experience on council, helping to 
block maglev and weather Covid. 
He said affordability is his num-
ber one priority to find ways to 
keep people in their homes.

Weaver, McKinney and Pope 
all applauded Greenbelt’s coop-
erative ethos and spirit of volun-
teerism. Weaver stressed that she 
is organized and compassionate 
and wants to work with council 
to set policy after feedback from 
the community. McKinney called 
herself a facilitator who works to 

connect the diverse community 
and find creative and imaginative 
ways to support them. Pope talk-
ed about her long commitment to 
public safety and neighborhood 
improvement from the time she 
lived in Springhill Lake (now 
Franklin Park).

Interested citizens can watch 
GATe’s recording of the forum in 
full at tinyurl.com/2025Greenbelt
CandidateForum.

FORUM continued from page 6 Greenbelt Utility Pole
Lookalike Gathering 

At 2 p.m. on Sunday, October 
26, at the Greenbelt Utility Pole 
(you figure out which one), there 
will be a lookalike gathering. 
Wear your best utility 
pole costume. Bring a 
prize and award it to 
your favorite cosplayer. 
Fawning admirers wel-
come. Photography en-
couraged.

Greenbelt Winter
Storm Resources 
Report fallen trees or limbs 

to the Department of Public 
Works at 301-474-8004.

Report power outages on-
line to pepco.com/outage or 
call 877-737-2662 (or text 
“OUT” to the same number).  

Washington Gas issues, 
call 844-927-4427 and select  
option 1.

Water main break, call 
WSSC at 301-206-4002.

Report cable equipment or 
wiring issues to: 

Verizon,  cal l  800-837-
4966; Comcast/Xfinity, call  
800-266-2278.

     Add an 
ad  

to your 
bottom line 
$23 and up.
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

http://anacostiatrails.org
http://tinyurl.com/2025GreenbeltCandidateForum
http://tinyurl.com/2025GreenbeltCandidateForum
http://pepco.com/outage
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 
A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 

OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 
Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 
SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 
DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Incidents reported here occurred October 6-12, 2025. Readers are encouraged to contact the police if 
they have information that may aid in an inquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email 
pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

Incident Summary
Greenbelt Police reported one 

death; two domestic incidents, 
one involving assault; and two 
mental health diversions.

Armed Teen Arrested
On October 12 at 3:54 p.m. 

near 6088 Greenbelt Road, a se-
curity officer witnessed a group 
of three teens wearing all black 
aggressively confronting anoth-
er teenaged boy. The lone teen 
pulled out a handgun in self-de-
fense, causing the group to back 
away and leave. Police located 
the teen and found the handgun 
in his waistband. He was arrested 
and taken to Greenbelt Police 
station.

Assault with Arrest
On October 8 at 1:02 p.m. 

near 6000 Greenbelt Road, mall 
security restrained a man who 
assaulted an employee; police ar-
rested him.

Break-in
On October 9 at 1:55 p.m. 

near 9012 Breezewood Terrace, 
a storage room containing clean-
ing supplies was broken into and 
supplies were tossed around, but 
nothing was reported missing.

Threats
On October 6 at 10:14 a.m. 

near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a man 
entered a store and created a dis-
turbance, saying he was going to 
shoot up the store.

On October 7 at 10:34 a.m. 
near 9150 Edmonston Road, a 
resident made threats to the leas-
ing office via their AI portal; of-
ficers tried to make contact with 
the resident.

Fraud
On October 6 near 5999 

Springhill Drive, a customer dis-
covered that one of her utility 
accounts was linked to someone 
else; she contacted the utility 
company to resolve the issue.

On October 6 near 7513 
Greenbelt Road, a woman lost 
her wallet and credit cards; she 

froze her accounts, and someone 
unsuccessfully tried to use her 
cards to purchase items.

On October 9 near 230 Last-
ner Lane, fraudulent activity ap-
peared on a credit card account.

Theft and Shoplifting
On October 6 at 1:52 p.m. 

near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a 
woman was caught shoplifting 
and was cited, banned and re-
leased; at 6:41 p.m. near 5908 
Cherrywood Terrace, someone 
moving out of an apartment had 
several items stolen.

On October 7 at 3:43 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a 
store’s loss prevention staff de-
tained a shoplifter who was pre-
viously banned; police released 
him with a criminal citation.

On October 8 at 12:23 p.m. 
near 5910 Greenbelt Road, two 
people stole several items.

On October 10 at 1:56 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a 
woman stole several items and 
was stopped, banned and issued 
a criminal citation.

On October 11 at 4:54 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, two 
people stole several items and 
fled in a vehicle.

On October 12 at 3:17 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a boy 
stole miscellaneous items; all the 
items were returned, and he was 
released to his parent.

Vandalism
On October 7 near Green-

hill Road and Crescent Road, at 
the tennis courts next to Braden 
Field, someone had drawn on the 
signage, marking over the rules 
of the tennis courts. 

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicle

On October 12 near 9140 Ed-
monston Court, a green 2021 
Lexus RX300 (Md. 1GL8731) 
was stolen.

Stolen Vehicle Recovered 
with Arrest

On October 6 at 6:21 p.m. 

near 6500 Capitol Drive, a man 
saw someone driving his vehicle 
away from the dealership, toward 
Walker Drive. When the thief 
returned without the vehicle, the 
owner apprehended him. Officers 
came, arrested the thief and lo-
cated the vehicle.

Theft from Auto
On October 7, the wheels 

were stolen from three cars: a 
Honda Civic near 6400 Ivy Lane, 
a 2024 Civic near 7200 Hanover 
Drive and a 2024 Toyota Camry 
near 6023 Springhill Drive.

Vandalism to Auto
On October 9 near Spring-

hill Drive, a Dodge Charger had 
a window broken and ignition 
damage.

On October 10 near 7406 
Morrison Drive, a 2019 Chevrolet 
Traverse had a window broken.

On Wednesday, October 8, 
cyclist Lisa Martin was killed in 
a hit-and-run incident while rid-
ing her bike within the Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center 
(BARC). Martin, 50, of River-
dale, was president of Route One 
Velo, a cycling club and racing 
team. An announcement from 
Route One Velo said, “Lisa was 
more than a teammate: she was 
a friend and guide for our adven-
tures on two wheels and through 
life. All who rode with her felt 
her guidance.”

Martin was director of data 
and engagement strategies at 
the laborers’ union LIUNA. She 
leaves behind her husband, chil-
dren, mother, stepfather and nu-
merous friends, including those 

Cyclist Killed in Hit-And-Run
In BARC; Shaking Community

of a shaken local cycling com-
munity. 

The investigation into the hit-
and-run is thought by local police 
departments to be handled by 
U.S. Park Police. Speaking to the 
News Review on Monday, U.S. 
Park Police directed us to email 
their records department for fur-
ther information but advised us 
that the government is closed.

Services will be held Saturday, 
October 18 at the Boston St. Fort 
Funeral Home, 5801 Cleveland 
Avenue, Riverdale. Visitation is 
at 10 a.m. with service to follow. 
A graveside service will be at  
2 p.m. at George Washington 
Cemetery in Adelphi.  

Crisis Hotline’s New Number is 988
The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline dialing code has 

changed, effective July 16. The new three-digit dialing code is 988 
and it’s available for phone calls and text messages. 

The former Lifeline phone number (1-800-273-8255) will con-
tinue to be accessible. 

Calls and text messages are confidential and free.
“No matter what problems you’re dealing with, whether or not 

you’re thinking about suicide, if you need someone to lean on for 
emotional support, call the Lifeline,” the 988 Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline says on its website at samhsa.gov/find-help/988.

www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
http://samhsa.gov/find-help/988
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $11.50/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($17.25). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST – Com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must 
have a following. Call Dominick  
301-980-9200.

MERCHANDISE

FREE TO GOOD HOME – IKEA 
office furniture in excellent condi-
tion but the older Galant range, now 
discontinued. Two light-pine-colored 
lateral hanging file cabinets on rigid 
base (no wheels) units have open base 
(not a drawer base). Three open hutch 
units that fit on top of the cabinets (2 
and 1 per cabinet). Base units are width 
33.25", height 21" and depth 16 3/4" x 
3" extra in front for protruding feet of 
base. Hutches are same width and depth 
and each 16" high. Also, 16, 3 ring bind-
ers in various colors and capacities.  For 
more information and to inspect, call 
Rick at 301-655-7008.

CEMETERY PLOTS – Two together in 
Fort Lincoln Garden of Remembrance. 
$2500 each; both $4000. Call or mes-
sage Barbara, 301-938-7308.

NOTICE

NO KINGS RALLY – Saturday, Oc-
tober 18, 2-4 pm at the Greenbelt Mu-
nicipal Building in Roosevelt Center. 
Gather at 2 and march to the Spellman 
overpass by 2:30. Trump thinks his rule 
is absolute, but in America, we don’t 
have kings, and we won’t back down 
against chaos, corruption, and cruelty.

REVERSE CHRONIC CONDITIONS 
– Personalized health coaching to help 
you thrive. Email caridelights@gmail.
com.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM FOR RENT – Montpelier, Lau-
rel (off Laurel-Bowie Road also back 
entrance Muirkirk). House situated on 
corner, wooded lot. UPSTAIRS, female 
non-smoker. Fully furnished, 16’ 6” x 
12’, King, a/c. Spacious vanity-bath-
room w/window. Access: extra sitting 
room across from you. Victorian LR, 
bright spacious kitchen, w/refrigerator 
and cabinets for you! Laundry room off 
kitchen. Patio. $850 includes utilities. 
Nancy 301-676-3996.

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

CERTIFIED CLEANING SERVICES 
– Professional with flexible hours. 
References available. Call for a free 
estimate. Robin Smith, 202-424-8494.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropoff, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all flooring products. Specializing 
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customflooringllc.net.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven days 
a week. By a lifetime animal lover and 
caregiver. Offered for dogs, cats, and 
other small animals. Call Kim at 301-
520-6708 for appointment or with any 
questions.

HOUSE CLEANING –  Melo -
dy Dodson. Greenbelt references.   
301-256-6937.

SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
LLC and HANDYMAN – Service 
calls, EV chargers, Heavy ups and other 
electrical needs. Call 240-704-4993.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-
318-5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover. www.Kellahermaintenance.
com.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – with over 20 years of expe-
rience. New installation and repair 
work. Call D&M Electrical Services 
301-346-5335.

SHAMROCK JUNK REMOVAL – 
Call 301-318-5472.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration.  831-247-0043, www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

S T R O N G  M O V E S ,  S M O O T H 
STROKES with Li’l Dan: Personal 
training and private swim lessons. With 
20+ years of experience, Li’l Dan helps 
Greenbelt residents get fit, move confi-
dently, and swim with ease: 240-643-
3768, dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com.

YARD WORK – Mowing, weeding, 
mulching, leaf pick-up, etc. Call John, 
410-940-9945.

YARD/MOVING SALES

INDOOR YARD SALE – 10/18/25, 
Emanuel U.M.C., 11416 Cedar Lane, 
Beltsville. 10am-2pm. Benefits United 
Women of Faith/ Beltsville Community 
Cats “Kittenpalooza.”

 

 
Wisler Construction LLC 

 

Remodeling – Repairs 
Kitchens – Bathrooms 

Painting – Drywall 
Power Washing – Sheds 

 

Serving Greenbelt since 1992 
Call or Text 240-508-7141 

wislerconstruction@gmail.com 
MHIC 40475 

 

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
mailto:caridelights@gmail.com
mailto:caridelights@gmail.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
mailto:dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703
















      

   
   
   












  
 

       

     



    
    


    
    
      


      






     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 



 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Sports

Donald V. BorgwardtDonald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P.A. BB

Family 

O w n e d

Traditional		  Monuments		 Cremation
Funerals					     Service

Family owned  
and operated4400 Powder Mill Rd.

Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

MELANIE CANTWELL
REALTOR

MELANIE.CANTWELL@LNF.COM
C: 240-470-5911/ O: 301-441-9511

9094 BALTIMORE AVE
COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740

CHECK OUT MY 5 STAR REVIEWS!

Ready to buy or
sell your home? 

Let’s work
together!

Ready to buy or
sell your home? 

Let’s work
together!

While the intensi-
fying mist heightened 
a chill reminiscent of 
late autumn, the High 
Point Eagles appeared 
poised to spoil the El-
eanor Roosevelt girls 
soccer Senior Night 
celebration. As the 
first half carried on, 
the Raiders not only 
hadn’t scored, but had 
conceded two near Ea-
gle goals on a night 
unbefitting of a cel-
ebration at that point. 
But sophomore Emery 
Gregory infused her 
team with energy head-
ing into the break; after the Raid-
ers ran a short corner kick play, 
the fullback ripped a shot from 
the edge of the 18-yard box to-
ward the near post. The 1-0 lead 
eased the evening’s dampness. 

And in the second half, se-
nior Autumn Freeman was more 
ubiquitous than the precipitation. 
Less than 20 seconds in, she had 
infiltrated the High Point defense 
and found the back of the net. 
Within five minutes of the sec-
ond half, the Raiders had scored 
two more goals and pushed their 
lead to 4-0, with Freeman scor-
ing again, followed by classmate 
Sofia Zuniga. Later, junior Ariana 
Cruz added another Raider tally 
‒ following her impressive hat 
trick performance against DuVal 
on October 9 ‒ before forward 
Karina Reyes Carranza assisted 
Freeman for yet another goal, 

Raiders Navigate Eagles, Elements 
En route to Senior Night Victory 

by Patrick Gleason

securing her third hat trick of the 
season. And as the Raiders domi-
nated possession for the remain-
der of the game, securing keepers 
Zeala Tantoh and Lien Gareri a 
combined clean sheet, Freeman 
added the icing for the ensuing 
Senior Night celebration. With 
less than five minutes remaining, 
Freeman looked up in space 25 
yards from goal and didn’t hesi-
tate. Her lofted shot rose through 
the luminous rainfall before drop-
ping under the crossbar with little 
room to spare.

Junior Varsity
The junior varsity squad start-

ed the evening with a 6-0 tri-
umph over High Point. Freshman 
Ayanna Steele started the scoring 
for the Raiders by touching a ball 
past the Eagle keeper before add-
ing a finishing touch to the back 
of the net. However, it was junior 
Joyce Kengne who scored the 

goal of the after-
noon by using her 
chest to redirect 
a Raider corner 
into the back of 
the net. Roosevelt 
never looked back 
in a dominant vic-
tory that started 
the  ce lebra tory 
evening for the 
10-member varsity 
senior class. The 
Raiders acknowl-
edged the contri-
butions of seniors 
Zeala Tantoh, Iris 
Gaycken, Addi-
son Green, Karina 

Reyes Carranza, Yadira Reyes 
Carranza, Leilah Eggleston, Clau-
dia van der Have, Sofia Zuniga, 
Esther Obisesan and Autumn 
Freeman. And with the two vic-
tories notched, the rain fittingly 
ended at the conclusion of the 
varsity game, commencing a 
celebratory atmosphere despite 
the efforts of the Eagles and the 
elements.

Junior Claire Alolga celebrates with Ariana Cruz after a 
successful penalty kick conversion on October 9.
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ERHS Music Department
Fall Fruit Fundraiser

T h e  E l e a n o r  R o o s e v e l t 
High School (ERHS) Music 
Department is having its Fall 
Fruit Fundraiser, selling boxes 
of a wide variety of citrus fruits 
along with pears and apples. The 
proceeds go to support ERHS 
music students.  Orders will 
be accepted through Sunday, 
November 2.

The scheduled delivery date 
to Roosevelt High School is No-
vember 30 (check for updates the 
week of). To see the order list go 
to freshfruitorder.org/ERHSMusic. 
For more details about ordering 
fruit, see their ad in this week’s 
paper or in the October 30 issue.

http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://r1md.com
http://freshfruitorder.org/ERHSMusic
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The Greenbelt Pumpkin Festi-
val is a delightful tradition made 
possible by the generosity and 
participation of Greenbelters. It is 
funded entirely by donations and 
run by volunteers. This year’s 
first event was part of the city’s 
Fall Fest at Schrom Hills Park 
on Saturday, October 11. Carving 
tools, candles and 150 pumpkins 
were provided for participants to 
carve into jack-o-lanterns, which 
were then placed on the center 
path in the park for a glowing 
Pumpkin Walk that evening.

The Old Greenbelt Pumpkin 
Walk is a tradition that began in 
1988 as part of a larger effort to 

preserve the North Woods from 
development. In 2018, the festival 
was expanded to include events 
in Greenbelt East and Greenbelt 
West.

There are two more weekends 
of pumpkin events to come: 
carving in Roosevelt Center from 
4 to 8:30 p.m. on Friday, October 
17; a pumpkin walk in the North 
Woods (corner of Ridge and 
Northway) on Saturday, October 
18 from 6 to 9 p.m.; and carving 
at Trunk or Treat behind Beltway 
Plaza on Friday, October 24 from 
5 to 7 p.m. For more details 
about the events or information 
on how to support the Pumpkin 

2025 Pumpkin Festival Under
Way; Two Weekends Remain

by Stacy Stewart

Greenbelt’s Fall Fest took 
place on Saturday, October 11. 
More than 100 people showed 
up at Schrom Hills Park to par-
ticipate in the various activities. 
There were face painting, corn-
hole, boom lift rides, badminton, 
inflatable bubble ball racing, a 
food truck and several informa-
tion and game booths.

Goodies and fliers were hand-
ed out by many organizations, 
including the Greenbelt Chess 
Club, Greenbelt Book Club and 
various youth clubs. There were 
poetry, voting information, ath-
letic trophies and live music. A 
steady stream of people played 
each other in chess, including the 
mayor and several city council 
candidates. The hayride seemed 

popular as well, since there was 
nearly always a line.

The main event of the day, 
however, was the pumpkin carv-
ing for the upcoming Pumpkin 
Walks. The Greenbelt Forest Pre-
serve has hosted the Greenbelt 
Pumpkin Festival since 1988 “as 
a way to get Greenbelters out 
into the North Woods and build 
appreciation for this wonderful 
local resource.” Festival organiz-
ers received help in the form of 
both donations and volunteers 
who helped transport a truckload 
of pumpkins from the Greenbelt 
Co-op to Schrom Hills Park. 
Thanks to their help, visitors 
were able to start cutting, gutting 
and carving the stack of pump-
kins. The Schrom Hills Pumpkin 

Greenbelt’s Fall Fest Offers Fun
Activities — and Pumpkins

by Nick Hall NH

Walk was later that day. 
If you missed it, you will have 

a few more chances to participate 
in the Greenbelt Pumpkin Festi-
val events. There will be carving 
on Friday, October 17, at Roose-
velt Center with a Pumpkin Walk 
through the Forest Preserve on 
Saturday, October 18, as well as 
a final carving and Trunk or Treat 
behind Beltway Plaza on Friday, 
October 24. 

Festival by volunteering or 
donating, Facebook members 
can check out facebook.com/
GreenbeltPumpkinFestival.

Stacy Stewart is the coordi-
nator of the Greenbelt Pumpkin 
Festival.

A child with face paint dresses up next to pumpkin plushies.

A row of people play chess side 
by side.

A child gets out of an inflatable ball after his race.

City employees give out information about the upcoming city council 
election. Remember to vote on November 4!

The trailer is full, so the hayride is about to 
set out.

Public Works employ-
ee Robert Tripe waits 
for visitors to board 
the trailer of hay so he 
can drive the tractor 
around the park.

Barb and Mike play live music.

- Photos by Nick Hall NH

Pumpkin carving gets messy.

http://facebook.com/GreenbeltPumpkinFestival
http://facebook.com/GreenbeltPumpkinFestival

