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Inside Stories

Labor Day Fes-

tival bands, p.7

Accessibility at 

the Festival, p.12

See CEMETERIES, page  8

See SHAKESPEARE, page  6

See GIESE, page  4

What Goes On

Monday, August 18 to Fri-
day, August 22
City Council Summer Recess: 
no meetings

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

The Teen Shakespeare Sum-
mer Intensive (TSSI) has enjoyed 
four consecutive summers of 
sword fights, standing ovations 
and tragic love stories. The youth 
theater program has become a be-
loved space for Greenbelt teens. 

Founded in 2022 by costume 
designer and theater director Kate 

James K. Giese died on Au-
gust 2, 2025, at his home in the 
Collington Life Care Commu-
nity. Giese was 94 years old. He 
was born September 5, 1931, in 
Milwaukee, Wisc. Named Green-
belt’s fourth city manager in 
1962 when he was 32 years old, 
he remained in that position for 
more than 29 years. 

Although Giese learned about 
planned communities in the 
eighth grade and council-man-
ager forms of government at 
Beloit College, he did not know 
Greenbelt’s history before he ap-
plied for the city manager job. 
He earned a master’s degree in 
public administration from Kan-
sas University.  His prior man-
agement experience was in the 
finance department of the City of 
Kenosha, Wisc., and as assistant 
city manager of Western Springs, 
Ill., near Chicago.  

From the beginning, he dis-
covered that county planners 

On July 23, 
Carolyn Gim-
bal  of  John-
son, Mirmiran 
& Thompson 
( J M T ) ,  w h o 
has been con-
tracted by the 
city to formu-
late a plan for 
the preserva-
tion of Green-
belt’s historic 
c e m e t e r i e s , 
presented their 
Master Preser-
vation Plan for Hamilton, Turner 
and Walker cemeteries in Green-
belt. This was the first public 
introduction of the plan, which 
was funded in part by a grant 
matched by the city.

JMT is an employee-owned 
civil engineering firm o൵ering a 
broad range of services in plan-
ning, design and construction. 
Gimbal, an architectural historian, 
is working with a team of various 
disciplines. She described them as 

On Monday, August 18, the 
period in which to file as a can-
didate for Greenbelt City Council 
will begin. Any qualified voter 
who is at least 18 years of age 
is eligible to run. Beginning this 
year, that includes noncitizens. 

All-Resident Voting
In the last election the ques-

tion of allowing noncitizens who 
meet residency requirements to 
vote appeared on the ballot as 
an advisory question. Fifty-nine 
percent of voters responded yes, 
30 percent responded no and 11 
percent did not respond. In Sep-
tember, council voted unanimous-
ly (6 to 0 with Councilmember 
Silke Pope absent) to amend the 
city’s charter to allow noncitizens 
to vote in city elections (see the 
September 26, 2024, issue). Since 
all eligible voters over 18 may 
run for election to city council, 
that now includes noncitizens, 
too. 

Noncitizen Candidates
Steve Gilbert of the city’s 

Board of Elections confirmed to 

Teen Shakespeare Celebrates

Four Seasons, Seeks New Stage
by Ellie Jornlin

Longest Serving City Manager
James K. Giese Dies at Age 94 

by Sandra Lange 

Preservation Plans Are Proposed

For Greenbelt’s Historic Cemeteries
by Bonnie Schrack

City Council Nominations Open 
Monday; Noncitizens May Run

by Anna Bedford-Dillow 

From left, Chene Barnds, So¿a Jones, Eleanor Colorco and Julia 
May perform in the TSSI production of As You Like It in July.

Volunteers gather on Sunday, August 10, to contribute to a 
mosaic sculpture for Braden Field. See page 12.

Jim Giese
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a “full service cultural resources 
group” that has archaeologists, 
historians and landscape archi-
tects on sta൵.

Also participating were Ter-
ri Hruby, the city’s director of 
Planning and Community De-
velopment, and Megan Searing 
Young, director of the Greenbelt 
Museum.

Greenbelt Cemeteries
Greenbelt’s three historic  

the News Review this week that 
noncitizens are eligible to run. 
They must first register to vote 
with the city clerk and meet the 
other requirements to run for city 
o൶ce, said Gilbert. He noted that 
the matter came up for discus-
sion in council. Councilmember 
Kristen Weaver indicated that 
noncitizens would be able to run 
for election and no one disagreed 
with her, said Gilbert, who also 
noted that council did not have to 
take action on the issue.

How to Run
Any eligible resident wishing 

to run for council should file a 
petition at the o൶ce of the city 
clerk, signed by 50 or more vot-
ers, as well as a written accep-
tance of nomination. The deadline 
to file a nomination petition is 
Monday, September 22 by 5 p.m. 
For more information, email the 
city clerk or call 301-474-8000 
and visit greenbeltmd.gov/189/
Run-For-City-Council, where 
forms are available for download.

had drawn up a new Greenbelt/
College Park Master Plan which 
showed the city’s population 
growing from nearly 7,500 to 
50,000. Massive apartment com-
plexes were proposed. Springhill 
Lake Apartments (now Franklin 

Park) were under construction.  
Within five years, nearly 10,000 
new residents occupied 2,900 
apartments. The city’s population 
today hovers around 25,000 ac-
cording to the 2020 U. S. census.  

Former city manager Mike 
McLaughlin recalls that Green-
belt was the center of new de-
velopment in Prince George’s 
County from the 1960s through 
the 1980s. Greenbelt’s location, 
available land and city services 
created a popular location for 
developers, he stated. 

Giese often worked late in 
his office while he considered 
alternatives to large-scale devel-
opment.  He prepared detailed 
reports for city council, advi-
sory boards, staff and residents 
to build understanding and con-
sensus on controversial projects. 
Gradually, developers learned to 
modify their plans to satisfy the 

Robinson (profiled in the June 
26, 2024, issue), the original goal 
of TSSI was to put on a high-
quality, low-cost production that 
would also provide much-needed 
bonding for Greenbelt teens after 
the isolation of the pandemic. 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://greenbeltmd.gov/189/Run-For-City-Council
http://greenbeltmd.gov/189/Run-For-City-Council
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See LETTERS, page 11

Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887

Phone: 301-474-4131

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)

ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)

website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com

HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pat Scully, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom Jones, 

treasurer; Carol GrifÏth, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.

-  Tuesday 5 p.m. Co-op dropbox: Classi¿ed ads with payment only.
-  Tuesday 6 p.m. Classi¿ed ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 

may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 

external ofÏce door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external ofÏce door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF

Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Laura Bonkosky, Jerry 

Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, Maurice Crawford, Deanna 

Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Anne Gardner, Elizabeth Gardner, Jon 

Gardner, Oliver Gaycken, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Angie Gordon, Carol GrifÏth, 
Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, Butch Hicks, Peggy 

Higgins, Donna Hoႇmeister, Erica Johns, Jeႇ Jones, Tom Jones, Jennifer Jurling, 
Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Amina Khalifa, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, 

Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc Manheimer, Anne Marigza, Cathie Meetre, 

Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, 

Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie 

Seaton, David Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Christopher Stark, Beth 

Terry, Daniel Thies, Nancy Tolzman, Jeႇ Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Janice Wolf, 
Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliႇ.

Le�ers Policy 
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and 
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment 
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's 
name, physical address, and telephone number. 
Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to 
be withheld.

Letters to the Editor
Correction

In last week’s front-page 
notice of the death of James 
K. Giese, the date of death 
was incorrect. Giese died on 
Saturday, August 2, 2025.

SHOWTIMES: 
AUGUST 15th - 21st

Highest 2 Lowest (R)  
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (133 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Sat. 5:00 PM, 7:50 PM

Mon. 3:00 PM (OC), 6:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Sun. 2:00 PM, 5:00 PM
Tue. 7:15 PM

Wed. 7:40 PM
Thurs. 7:00 PM

Shoshana (NR)  
(CC) (DVS) (2023) (121 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sun. 2:30 PM (OC), 5:15 PM

Tue. 7:30 PM
Wed. 5:20 PM
Thurs. 7:15 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:15 PM, 8:15 PM

Sat. 5:15 PM, 8:00 PM
Mon. 4:30 PM, 7:15 PM

Mr. Peabody & Sherman 
(PG) (2014) (90 mins)

Sensory-Friendly Screening 
- FREE

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 1:00 PM

Storytime on Screen - Free!
In partnership with the Prince 

George’s County Memorial Library 
System

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sun. 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM
Mon. 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

Pavements  
(NR) (2024) (128 mins)

Summer Concert Series
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Wed. 8:00 PM

Wall-E (G) (2008) (98 mins)
School’s Out Series - FREE
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Thurs. 1:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

- Roseanne Douglas

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Highest 2 Lowest
When a titan music mogul (Denzel Washington), widely known 

as having the “best ears in the business,” is targeted with a ransom 
plot, he is jammed up in a life-or-death moral dilemma. Washington 
and Spike Lee reunite for the fifth in their long working relation-
ship for a reinterpretation of the great filmmaker Akira Kurosawa’s 
crime thriller High and Low, now played out on the mean streets of 
modern-day New York City. “Denzel: he’s one name now. He can 
do no wrong,” said critic Roger Friedman of Showbiz 411. “Even 
with Je൵rey Wright seriously trying to pull attention as the second 
banana, Denzel knows to pay out his charms slowly. By the time 
he builds to a crescendo, you see what greatness on film can be.”

Shoshana
In this edge-of-your-seat thriller inspired by real events, a British 

police o൶cer and a Jewish woman fall in love amidst the politi-
cal turmoil of 1930s Tel Aviv. With British control over Palestine 
precarious and conÀict inevitable, everyone is forced to choose a 
side. This film is from acclaimed director Michael Winterbottom 
(The Trip, A Mighty Heart). Said critic Sergio Burstein of the Los 
Angeles Times, “In addition to boasting an impressive production 
design, it is beautifully filmed.”

Mr. Peabody & Sherman
Mr. Peabody (Ty Burrell), the most accomplished canine in the 

world, and his boy, Sherman (Max Charles), use a time machine 
called the WABAC to embark on outrageous adventures. 

Pavements
This documentary about the rock group Pavement isn’t just a sto-

ry about a band, it’s a story about mankind. Said critic Tara Brady 
of the Irish Times, “Alex Ross Perry’s Pavements is a love letter, a 
mischievous jape and a deconstructed rock documentary all at once, 
a brilliantly unclassifiable salute to the 1990s indie-rock legends.”

Wall-E
WALL-E, short for Waste Allocation Load Lifter Earth-class, 

is the last robot left on Earth. He spends his days tidying up the 
planet, one piece of garbage at a time. But over 700 years, he has 
developed a personality, and is more than a little lonely. Then he 
spots EVE, a sleek and shapely probe sent back to Earth on a scan-
ning mission. Smitten, WALL-E embarks on an adventure when he 
follows EVE across the galaxy.

Perseverance
Paid Off

We were glad see that Presi-
dent Trump’s Transportation Sec-
retary Sean Duffy has canceled 
funding for the superconducting 
magnetic levitation train project 
(maglev – “the project”), e൵ec-
tively stopping it. In announcing 
the cancellation Du൵y states that 
significant community opposition 
to the project was a factor.

We believe this opposition 
was significant because it came 
from many communities working 
together to stop the project. We 
worked with concerned residents 
and groups from all of these 
communities. Many residents 
expressed their feelings about the 
project in handwritten letters and 
in our online petition. It appears 
our collective perseverance has 
paid o൵.

We (Greenbelt Advocates) an-
nounced our Campaign to Stop 
the Maglev in the November 9, 
2017, edition of the Greenbelt 
News Review. Greenbelt Advo-
cates events yielded hundreds 
of handwritten letters which we 
mailed to elected officials. We 
also collected thousands of veri-
fied signatures on our online 
petition.

The project would have for-
ever changed the character of our 
neighborhoods. The recent deci-
sion by Du൵y to stop the project 
was inÀuenced by people work-
ing together to stop it.

Brian and Donna Almquist

Pleased
I was pleased to read about 

the discussion of ranked-choice 

voting (RCV) in the July 24 issue 
of the News Review. RCV al-
lows a fairer representation of the 
electorate’s opinions. If my own 
preferred candidate is eliminated 
early, I know that my support can 
be transferred to the second-best 
candidate, and so on.

But I  was surprised that 
monotonicity (or the lack thereof) 
in RCV was seen as a point of 
confusion and suspicion by some 
voters. Yes, it’s possible that 
someone with a modest lead in 
the first round of counting could 
be overtaken in later rounds due 
to transferred votes, but isn’t that 
the point? If we wanted the re-
sults of an election under the new 
system to be identical to those 
under the current system, why 
would we bother changing?

Bernard Kelly

Kudos to UMD
Journalism Interns

This is to compliment Ellie 
Jornlin and Will Hammann for 
their excellent front-page cover-
age of two issues of great impor-
tance to Greenbelt residents.  

In Medicaid Anniversary 
Forum Warns of Deep Cuts to 
Come, Jornlin deftly handled the 
July 30 town hall meeting held 
in the Greenbelt City Council 
chambers and provided a wealth 
of background information and 
relevant quotes.  In BARC Clo-
sure Plans Remain Unclear after 
Senate Hearing, Hammann fol-
lowed up on his July 31 feature 
on the closing of the Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center.  
Both reporters included lots of 

http://newsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt, 1995-2025!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am – 12midnight;  
Sunday, 9am – 9pm

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

DON’T FORGET TO TIP THE BANDS!

TH 8/14 FRI 8/15 SAT 8/16 SUN 8/17 
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 
Ayreheart 

7-9pm 
Magical blend of lute, 

bass, violin and 
percussion

Just Stones 
8 - 11pm 

A musical tribute to 
the Rolling Stones 

that will please fans 
and the “layfan” 

POETRY, 11a - 1p (NEW TIME) 
BACK ROOM CLOSED, 2-6pm 

The Rousabouts 
8 - 11pm 

A fresh take on the blues 
and roots music 

Grateful Sunday w/ 
Stealing Liberty

6 - 8pm
Electric ensemble music of 
the Dead and kindred artists 

MON 8/18 TUES 8/19 WED 8/20 TH 8/21 New Deal Cafe
REEL AND MEAL

6:30-9pm

A monthly Þlm 
series on social 
justice issues

NDC Open Mic w/  
Joey CampÞre

6 - 9:30pm
Sign-ups at 6pm

Play music, read 
poetry…

PUB QUIZ
7 - 9pm

Bring a team or 
form one on the 

spot. Can you beat 
the previous 

week’s winners?

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

The Classic Jam 
w/ The Low Rent 

Quartet 
6:30-9:30pm 

Jam with the band!

IT’S THE CAFE’S 
30TH 

ANNIVERSARY! 
Visit our donahons 
page to help fund 

our October 
celebrahon feshval!

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Rotary Club Hosts
Disaster Aid USA

The Greenbelt Rotary Club is 
sponsoring a presentation about 
local nonprofit Disaster Aid USA 
(DAUSA). DAUSA Vice Presi-
dent Bill DuBoyce will speak 
about its national and worldwide 
disaster aid and relief mission 
on Thursday, August 14 at the 
Greenbelt Community Center, 
room 114. DAUSA was founded 
in 2010 by the Rotary Club of 
Prince George's County to re-
spond to disasters across the 
country and the world. It stages 
trailers and equipment across the 
United States, ready to respond 
to hurricanes, wildfires, floods 
and more. Responses in 2025 
have included western Maryland 
and Texas Àoods and California 
wildfires. DAUSA teams remove 
debris, use chain saws, pump wa-
ter from basements, clean homes, 
tarp roofs, and provide meals, 
supplies and more, free to a൵ect-
ed residents. Refreshments and 
conversation will begin at 6:30 
p.m., followed by the 7 p.m. pre-
sentation. The Club meets every 
Thursday at the Greenway Center 
IHOP at 8 a.m., except the sec-
ond Thursday of the month when 
club members host this evening 
speaker series.

Financial Literacy 
Class and Giveaway

Favor’s Table presents Fi-
nancial Literacy Class ‒ Wealth 
Creation, Protection and Wealth 
Transfer, on Saturday, August 16, 
from 3:30 to 4 p.m. The venue is 
6215 Greenbelt Road, Room 205 
That’s the second Àoor of the tall 
building beside McDonald’s. This 
class is for adults who have not 
attended the class before. Text 
202-468-2049 to sign up by Fri-
day, August 15. Confirm you will 
attend so they can make bags of 
food for you. They will be giv-
ing away food, clothes, bras, and 
shoes at the end of class. 

Dena Kohn Scholarship
Mini-Golf Event 

On Sunday, September 14 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Dena 
Kohn Theatre Lab Scholarship 
Fund will hold a miniature golf 
event as a fundraiser and celebra-
tion of the life of lifelong Green-
belter Dena Kohn, who died just 
before her 23rd birthday. 

Each year, her life and spirit 
of giving are celebrated and com-
memorated by a fundraiser for 
the Dena Kohn Memorial Schol-
arship which provides scholar-
ships each summer to teenagers 
in financial need to participate in 
the Theatre Lab’s Musical The-
atre Institute for teens. 

The event will be held at Co-
lumbia SportsPark, 5434 Harpers 
Farm Road, Columbia. Attendees 
can buy baked goods from a 
Greenbelt baker and original pot-
tery by a Greenbelt potter at the 
event. Those wishing to sponsor 
a hole, play a round, make a do-
nation or ask questions can call 
Niki Kohn at 301-474-8423 or 
email nikiekohn@gmail.com.

Creative Kids Camp
Musical on August 15

Greenbelt Recreation’s Cre-
ative Kids Camp invites com-
munity members to attend a free, 
family-friendly performance on 
Friday, August 15 at 10 a.m. 
at the Community Center. See 
campers ages 6 to 12 and select 
staffers perform Memory Quest 
in Central Park, an original musi-
cal written and directed by Chris 
Cherry, Greenbelt Recreation’s 
performing arts coordinator. A 
group of cousins explore the 
famous park, hoping to retrieve 
memories for their grandmoth-
er, who has become frail and 
forgetful. The young explorers 
visit their grandmother’s favor-
ite places in the park, includ-
ing the Carousel, the Bethesda 
Fountain, Belvedere Castle, the 
Chess and Checkers House and 
the Conservatory Water, with ad-
ditional stops at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and the outdoor 
Delacorte Theatre, where they see 
actors rehearse for a performance 
of Shakespeare Under the Stars. 
For free tickets, visit the Com-
munity Center business o൶ce or 
call 301-397-2208. 

City of Greenbelt arts pro-
grams are supported in part by 
the Maryland State Arts Coun-
cil and the Maryland National- 
Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission.

Greenbelt Chess Club 
Next Meetings 

The Greenbelt Chess Club 
will meet on Tuesdays, August 
19 and 26 at the Youth Center 
from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. The club 
welcomes people of all ages and 
skill levels. To be added to the 
club’s mailing list, go to tinyurl.
com/ycy2nz4m and complete the 
brief form. Email questions to 
greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com.

Golden Age Club 
The Golden Age Club meets 

on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

August 20 ‒ Birthday Celebra-
tion.  The Golden Age Birthday 
Potluck Luncheon Committee 
is presenting the August event.  
Bring a dish to share. Birthday 
celebrants, be ready to tell your 
story.

August 27 ‒ Bingo

At the Library
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Tuesdays and Wednes-
days noon to 8 p.m., Thursdays 
and Fridays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. 

Storytimes
Friday, August 15, 11:15 a.m., 

ages 2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/13749406. 

Wednesday, August 20, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/13749351.

Thursday, August 21, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/13749383.

Bibliobop Dance Party
Saturday, August 16, 10:30 

a.m., ages newborn to 5. Bust 
a move and shake the sillies 
out. Bring parents or caregiv-
ers and prepare to boogie and 
bop. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/13749274.

Storytime on Screen
Sunday, August 17 and Mon-

day, August 18, 10:30 a.m., ages 
1 to 5, at the Greenbelt Cinema. 
Greenbelt Cinema, in partner-
ship with PGCMLS, is o൵ering 
a free program of stories, songs 
and a short film. No unaccompa-
nied children or adults. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/13749304 
( S u n d a y )  o r  p g c m l s . i n f o /
event/13749305 (Monday).

STEM-tastic
Tuesday, August 19, 4 p.m., 

ages 8 to 12. Become a scientist 
by conducting hands-on, fun sci-
ence activities using basic sci-
entific principles. This month’s 
theme is Brain Flakes. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/13742344.

Fresh Voices Open Mic
Tuesday, August 19, 4 p.m., 

ages 13+ (Teen/Adult). An all-
ages open mic for poets, story-
tellers and listeners, hosted by 
Dialect Poets of Prince George’s 
County. Experience the power of 
the spoken and written word as 
renowned poet Patrick Washing-
ton curates a space for expres-
sion. Features Prince George’s 
County Youth Poet Laureate and 
Teen Poet Ambassadors. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/13287221.

Ride and Read
Thursday, August 21, 11 a.m., 

ages 16+. Get some physical 
activity while at the library. Sign 
up for an hour ride on a station-
ary bike with free apps from 
PGCMLS like Libby, Kanopy 
and Hoopla to enjoy while work-
ing out. Participants must be 16 
or older, sign a waiver before 
beginning to ride and be wearing 
loose-fitting clothing and closed-
toed shoes. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/13730984.

Playground Plogging:
Safe & Sparkly Spaces

Plogging is a wacky way of 
saying “picking up litter while 
jogging or walking,” invented 
by Swedish outdoorsman and 
environmentalist Erik Ahlstrom. 
Plogging is an ecofriendly and 
healthy exercise. It is an op-
portunity to take action and help 
prevent stormwater pollution by 
cleaning up litter from streams 
and stormwater ponds. 

On Labor  (of  love)  Day 
Weekend ‒ Friday, August 29, 
through Monday, September 1 ‒ 
Greenbelt Plogs, a RUAK (Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kind-
ness) initiative, will be cleaning 
up the approximately 40 city 
playgrounds across Greenbelt, 
making them safe and sparkly. 
Those interested should email 
Robert Goldberg-Strassler at 
spreadruak@gmail.com and let 
him know where they’ll be plog-
ging or ask where ploggers are 
needed so as to coordinate ef-
forts and spread 
the wealth of en-
gagement.

Retro Town 
Fair Returns

The Greenbelt Museum will 
be hosting the Retro Town Fair 
again on Sunday, August 31 at 
the Museum grounds at 10 Cres-
cent Road. It has been a fabulous 
growing year, and we can’t wait 
to see all the gorgeous produce 
and more.

Categories and hours are the 
same as last year, with drop-o൵s 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Judging 
will be done from 11:30 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. The public will be 
welcome to come in at 1 p.m. 
and admire the handiwork and 
talents of their Greenbelt neigh-
bors and friends.

The Retro Town Fair was 
started in 2012, on the occasion 
of Greenbelt’s 75th Anniversary. 
It is an homage to the Town Fairs 
that were held in early Greenbelt 
at the behest of the new residents 
eager to show o൵ their gardening 
prowess. It is all in good fun and 
works as a community building 
experience. Ribbons are awarded 
and bragging rights will last for-
ever. The fair accepts needlework, 
baked goods, canned goods, home 
grown produce, crafts, flowers 
and more. Check the website, 
Greenbeltmuseum.org, for entry 
forms and more information. See 
everyone at the fair!

An entry from the Retro Town 
Fair 2024
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Obituaries

Our condolences to the fam-
ily and friends of Dalisay Lopez, 
who died at the age of 94 on Au-
gust 11. Her devotion to the St. 
Hugh’s community was greatly 
appreciated.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Wait for the Lord;
Be strong and let your heart take courage;

Yes, wait for the Lord.
Psalm 27:14

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“Think ye at all times of rendering some service to every   
         member of the human race.”   – ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review August 14, 2025

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.

Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

August 17, 2025, at 3 p.m.
Nikki Giovanni: Her Artistry, Her Life, Her Times

 PBUUC Worship Associate Team

How do we live a life that is Spiritually Audacious? Nikki Giovanni challenged 

norms, spoke truth to power, and pursued justice with conviction. As a poet, writer, 

commentator, activist and educator, she taught us much about having a bold, fearless 

approach to life.

Join us in appreciating the richness of her life, her work, and her audacious spirit. 

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 BalƟmore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770
www.myholycross.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study: 11:15 A.M.

Thursday Thrift Store
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Season of Rest

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors

Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

Dalisay Lopez 

Longtime Greenbelt resident 
Dalisay Lopez died on August 
11, 2025, at the age of 94. She 
was born in the Philippines and 
moved to the U.S. in 1971. After 
becoming a naturalized citizen in 
1980, she moved to Greenbelt. 
In New York, Dalisay worked 
creating elaborate design projects. 
Later she achieved a college de-
gree in business administration 
and worked as a bookkeeper at 
the University of Maryland for 
many years. She retired in 2000 
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Dalisay Lopez

at age 69. She was very active 
at St. Hugh of Grenoble Catholic 
Church as a member of the So-
dality and as a catechist. Dalisay 
was much appreciated in the 
community. 

Visitation will be Wednesday, 
August 20 from 4 to 6 p.m. at 
Borgwardt Funeral Home, 4400 
Powder Mill Road, Beltsville, and 
a funeral Mass will be held on 
Thursday, August 21 at 10 a.m. 
at St. Hugh of Grenoble Catholic 
Church. 

city. Despite ongoing disputes, 
Giese focused on achieving his 
management objectives and re-
ceived numerous professional 
awards. 

During those challenging 
years, he refrained from involve-
ment in public or political mat-
ters.  He didn’t attend meetings 
other than those sponsored by the 
city. He shunned political gather-
ings and refused to declare any 
political a൶liation. 

From the beginning of his ten-
ure, he sought to professionalize 
city operations. He was deter-
mined to establish a model police 
department. When he began his 
job as city manager, the police 
department had six o൶cers. When 
he retired, the department consist-
ed of 50 racially diverse, trained 
uniformed o൶cers. 

He declared that the construc-
tion of Green Ridge House was 
his most challenging job. The 
federal government financed the 
housing project for low-income 
seniors while the city would own 
and operate it. However, cost 
overruns threatened the project. 
“Fortunately, all ended well,” 
Giese said in a presentation be-
fore Collington residents. 

Greenbelt lacked a professional 
planner until the late 1980s. With 
the aid of a dedicated sta൵, Giese 
managed construction projects 
that included a police station, 
public works facility, senior hous-
ing, recreation centers, an indoor 
pool, ballfields and playgrounds.  
His guidance helped facilitate the 
relatively “smooth development of 
Greenbelt East,” McLaughlin said. 

GIESE continued from page 1

Giese strongly supported the 
establishment of the Greenbelt 
Museum through the city’s pur-
chase of an original home at 
10-B Crescent Road. As his 
friend Kathy Reynolds said, “He 
knew Greenbelt history like the 
back of his hand.”  

He was proud of his role in 
preparing the application that 
resulted in all the original Green-
belt homes and remaining unde-
veloped land being included on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1980. Later Greenbelt 
was designated a National Plan-
ning Landmark. He applauded 
the team e൵ort that included the 
members of city council, employ-
ees and residents who helped him 
realize these achievements. 

He welcomed the children of 
sta൵ members who visited their 
moms in city o൶ces after school.  
McLaughlin commented, “Being 
family friendly was not a stated 
city policy, but Greenbelt was 
his family.” 

After retiring in 1991, Giese 
joined the sta൵ of the News Re-
view and later became a board 
member. While he was recog-
nized for his analyses of urban 
affairs and political elections, 
he particularly enjoyed writing 
about Greenbelt’s early history 

as a planned community. He also 
volunteered as a docent, leading 
tours at the Greenbelt Museum.  
In 2010, he was named Green-
belt’s Outstanding Citizen for his 
contributions to the community 
after he retired. 

It was at the News Review of-
fice that he got to know another 
longtime Greenbelter, Bernina 
(Bernie) McGee. Both enjoyed 
editing and proofreading. They 
married, in what some have de-
scribed as a joyful ceremony, 
on March 21, 1998. They trav-
eled often and were active in the 
Greenbelt Community Church. 
In 2009, after living in Green-
belt for 40 years, they moved 
from their single-family home on 
Maplewood Court to a cottage in 
Collington in Mitchellville. 

Greenbelter Kathy Reynolds 
remembers the many social out-
ings Jim and Bernie hosted with 
their friends. Some of the ladies 
called themselves “Giese’s Gold-
en Girls.” She and other family 
and friends will miss the stories 
he wrote about his family and 
life experiences that he sent to 
them every Saturday.  

For much of his life, Giese 

Greenbelt’s First Four
City Managers 
Roy S. Braden ‒ 1937-1943 
James T. Gobbel ‒ 1943-1948 
Charles T. McDonald ‒ 1948-

1962
James K. Giese ‒ 1962-1991

Achievements
Giese was recognized for 

his commitment and profes-
sionalism throughout the area, 
as a city manager sought out 
by his peers for advice and ex-
tolled for the highest standards 
of honesty and loyalty. During 
his long career with the City 
of Greenbelt, Giese received 
many awards.

· President of the Maryland 
City Management Association 
within two years of coming to 
Greenbelt in 1962

· Selected to be in the first 
group of 102 members of the 
International City Management 
Association (ICMA)

· Awarded membership in 
the Academy for Professional 
Development

· Worked with ICMA from 
1972 to 1974 on growth and 
environmental issues, as well 
as revenue sharing

· Awarded a lifetime mem-
bership in ICMA

· Chaired the Council of 
Government’s Chief Adminis-
trative O൶cers Committee

· Served as president of the 
City and Town Administrators 
of the Maryland Municipal 
League from 1976 to 1977

· Received the Governor’s 
Citation for outstanding ser-
vice in 1983 after completing 
20 years as Greenbelt’s city 
manager

· Received the Greenbelt 
Lions Club International Medal 
of Merit for 25 years of distin-
guished service.

· Received an award from 
the City and Town Association 
in 1991, calling him the Dean 
of City Managers.

See GIESE, page  11

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
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http://facebook.com/mowattumc
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The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an excellent 
opportunity to engage with your 
community and make a difference. 
Choose from a number of committees 
& boards such as the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Advisory 
Committee on Trees, Advisory 
Planning Board, Arts Advisory 
Board, Board of Elections, 
Charter Review Task Force, 
Community Relations Advisory 
Board, Ethics Commission, 
Forest Preserve Advisory Board, 
Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Sustainability, Park 
and Recreation Advisory Board, 
or Youth Advisory Committee and 
make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 
these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

CURRENT CARES PROGRAMS

CARES is happy to provide the following programs FREE of charge: 

• FREE MONTHLY DIAPER DISTRIBUTION. Greenbelt Residents Only. 
First time participants must provide proof of residency, state-issued ID, birth 
certi¿cate (or copy) for each child. Contact bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov or call 
(202) 670-6497.

• AGING SOLO. Sept 24, Oct 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 from 1-2:30pm on Zoom. Learn 
to set priorities, build your support network, and put your plans into action. 
Contact bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov or call (202) 670-6497.

• PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION at the Greenbelt Municipal Building, Lower Level 
Parking Lot, 25 Crescent Road

• Produce Distribution at the Springhill Lake Recreation Center,  
6101 Cherrywood Ln (Greenbelt West Residents Only)

FREE SENIOR PLANET CLASSES - MEDIA & HEALTH 
For adults 60+. FREE. In-Person, Mondays, 11am-12:30pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, Ground Floor East, 15 Crescent Rd

• September 8. Tech Tips for Disaster Preparedness

• September 22. Navigating Medicare Resources

• October 6. Managing Online Privacy

Register: bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov | (202) 670-6497.

FEATURED PET - JUNIOR 
Ready for Adoption? Call (301) 474-6124. 

Six-year-old Junior has been in a foster home for almost 
a year and is still looking for a forever home! Junior (now 
affectionately nicknamed Juni) has insulin-dependent 
diabetes, but he doesn’t let that slow him down. While 
administering an insulin shot might seem scary, Junior takes 
his medicine like a champ. Junior’s foster says he’s a gentle 
soul. He’s super affectionate and loves to be wherever the 
household action is. His favorite activity is sitting by the 
door or window and watching the local wildlife and ongoings 
outside (he’s a great neighborhood watch). He also gets 
along with everyone he meets — including his cat and dog 
foster siblings!

I¿nterested, call (301) 474-6124 or email animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov!

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 

NOMINATIONS FOR 2025 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

In accordance with Section 14 of the City Charter, a regular election will be 

held in the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, on Tuesday, November 4, 2025, to 

elect the seven members of the City Council.

Any quali¿ed voter of the City may be nominated for the of¿ce of Member 
of Council upon ¿ling a nomination petition with the City Clerk (signed by 
not fewer than 50 Greenbelt resident voters), a written acceptance of the 

nomination, and other statements that are required by the City Charter or 

by law. Required forms and information are available at 25 Crescent Road, 

beginning Monday, August 18, from 8:30 am until 4:30 pm.

NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM 

MONDAY, AUGUST 18 THROUGH MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025.

For additional information, call Bonita Anderson, City Clerk, at  

(301) 474-8000, or e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 
DATES & DEADLINES: 2025 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

First day to receive papers and ¿le nomination petition  8/18

Last day to ¿le nomination petition (by 5pm) 9/22

Date of drawing for placement on ballot – 7pm 9/22

First Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm)  9/26

First day to send out mail-in ballots  10/3

Last day to register to vote (must be received by 4:30pm Upper Marlboro)  10/6

Second Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm) 10/24

Early Voting begins . 11/1-11/2

Training session for Election Judges and Clerks 11/3

Election 7am-8pm 11/4

Mail-in ballots must be received by 6pm 11/4

Final Contributions & Expenditures Report (12pm) 11/7

Charter Meeting for swearing-in at 7:30pm 11/10

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City Clerk, at (301) 474-8000 or 

e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

MEETINGS FOR AUGUST 18-22

Modnay, August 18, NO MEETING - COUNCIL SUMMER RECESS

Tuesday, August 19 at 7 pm, REPARATIONS COMMISSION, On the 

Agenda: Acknowledgement of Black August, AARN Updates, Website 

Update, Small Group Update, August 30 Information Day Coverage, How RC 

Engages with Each Other in Public-Group Agreements, Public Comment

Wednesday, August 20,  NO MEETING - COUNCIL SUMMER RECESS

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 

email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 

con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts for 
more information and many other 
opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a 
weekly e-newsletter, at www.
greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx.

Creative Kids Camp Performs 
Memory Quest in Central 

Park.  8/15 at 10am, Greenbelt 

Community Center. A group of 
young cousins explore the famous 
park, hoping to retrieve memories 
for their grandmother. For FREE 
tickets, visit the Greenbelt 
Community Center business of¿ce 
or call (301) 397-2208.

Fall Registration Opens Soon.  
Sign up for classes, workshops, 
and special activities for everyone. 
Registration for Greenbelt residents 
starts at 10 am on 8/18. Non-
resident registration starts at 
10am 8/25. Fall session begins 
September 8. 

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• Parents Night Out  
Upcoming on 8/29 and 9/12, 
5-8:30pm.

• Labor Day Enjoy a new exhibit 
and hands-on activities in the 
Art Gallery while visiting the 
Festival! Volunteer to be a 
gallery greeter/activity host: 
sign up at http://bit.ly/4mb3u0C

• September Artful 

Afternoons 9/7 (Greenbelt 

Community Center) and 9/14 
(Springhill Lake Recreation 

Center) Advanced sign-up 
recommended.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

8th Annual Community Cuts for Kids.  Sunday, August 17, 2-6pm, Springhill 

Lake Recreation Center. Please join The Burton and Craig Shields Foundation 
for the 8th Annual Community Cuts for Kids (#CCFK)! Children will be able 
to register for a free haircut/styling. There will be free food, entertainment, 
community resources, and school supplies. To register for a haircut or 
hairstyling, please visit: https://www.thecraigshieldsfoundation.org/ccfk-2025-
dmv-registrations.

CAREGIVER NEEDS 
ASSESSMENT SURVEY

Your feedback will help us better 
understand your needs and how we 
can support you. Scan the QR code or 
visit bit.ly/4e5F6ds to get started! The 
deadline to complete the survey is 
September 3.

For more information, contact Brendy 
Garcia at (202) 670-6497 or bgarcia@
greenbeltmd.gov. 

Brought to you by Dementia Friendly 
America, The Maryland Umbrella 
Group, Prince George’s County 
Health Department, and the City of 
Greenbelt.

PINK PANTRY

The Pink Pantry provides free menstrual products to Greenbelt residents, including 
pads, tampons, and wipes from  trusted brands like Cora, Always, Rael, HoneyPot, 
and more! 

To receive these products, register by contacting Brendy Garcia at (202) 670-6497 
or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

TAKE CONTROL TO REDUCE 
SCAMS:  

CHOOSE YOUR TOOLS OF 
EMPOWERMENT

Learn how to spot and reduce scams, 
increase your cyber awareness, and 
discover tools to protect your personal 
information. Presented by Aileen Kroll, 
a long-time advocate for seniors and 
persons with disabilities. Aileen has 
served as a dedicated social worker 
and, after attending law school, has 
continued her advocacy through legal 
and community support.

Together, we’ll explore how to support 
one another and build a stronger, 
more informed community.

Contact Priya Gardner Lemieux at 
pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov or via 
email at (240) 542-2056.

BACK TO SCHOOL HEALTH FAIR FOR GREENBELT FAMILIES 
Tuesday, August 19 from 10 am - 1 pm 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

Join us for a fun and resource-packed Back to School Health Fair! Must be a 
Greenbelt resident. 

To register, contact Brendy Garcia at bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

UPCOMING NATURE EVENTS

Gardening Get Togthers. Every Wednesday through October, 10am-12pm. 
Buddy Attick Park, 555 Crescent. Join City Staff and Community Members as we 
work to maintain the Pollinator Gardens at Buddy Attick Park! Activities will include 
mulching, weeding, and planting native perennial species. Sign-up here.

Kayaking on Greenbelt Lake at Buddy Attick Park. Saturday, August 23, 8am-
12pm, Buddy Attick Park, 555 Crescent. 

Birding 101. Saturday, September 6, 10am-1pm, Buddy Attick Park, 555 Crescent.  
Have you ever wanted to try birding but don’t know where to begin? We will go over 
keys to bird identi¿cation, choosing and using binoculars, as well as using different 
mobile apps in the ¿eld. Sign-up today!

National Public Lands Day. Saturday, September 27, 10am-1pm. Buddy Attick 
Park, 555 Crescent. Join the City of Greenbelt’s Department of Public Works and 
Park Rangers as we care for and celebrate the public lands we share! Sign-up here.

Questions & comments to kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2168.

LET’S DANCE! 
Sunday, August 17 at 6 pm 

Roosevelt Center, 131 Centerway

Join us for an end of the summer line dancing event! For more information, contact 
Priya Gardner Lemieux at pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2056.

SENIOR DAY AT SPRINGHILL LAKE RECREATION CENTER 
Friday, September 19 at 11 am 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

Join us as we kick off exciting new senior programs at Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center with a fun and informative day just for you! Enjoy games of Bingo, discussion 
on foods that ¿ght cancer, an Ageless Grace exercise session, and more.

All are welcome to attend. Free, light refreshments will be served. Come connect, 
learn, and have a great time!

For more information, contact Priya Gardner Lemieux at (240) 542-2056 or via 
email at pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov.

OPEN COMPUTER LAB FOR ALL GREENBELT ADULTS 
1st & 3rd Monday of Each Month 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

Need computer access? Visit our free lab at the Greenbelt Community Center. 
Every Wednesday & 1st and 3rd Monday of each month. Weekly sign-up required 
as spots are limited.

Register: bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov | (202) 670-6497.

DFA Northern Prince George’s County Presents 

FREE WEBINARS 
Thursdays at 7 pm, Zoom

These webinars are offered by the Greenbelt Assistance in Living (GAIL) 
program and begin at 7pm via GoTo Webinar.

Sept 11: Enhancing Communication with a Person with Dementia

Sept 25: When Words Fade: Caring for Someone with Dementia

Oct 9: Brain Health

Oct 23: Medicare Options for 2026

Nov 6: When is it More than Forgetfulness

Nov 13: A Deep Dive Into The Five Dementias

For more information or to register, contact Brendy Maddox at (202) 670-6497 
or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend 

community organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken 
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after 

being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the 

respective organization directly.

COMMUNITY FLOOD RESILIENCY PLAN COMMUNITY MEETING 
Wednesday, August 20 at 7 pm 

Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road

The City of Greenbelt has partnered with engineering ¿rm 
LimnoTech to develop a Community Flood Resiliency Plan for the 
City.  We are hosting a community meeting on August 20 at 7 pm 
in the council chambers to engage with community members, 
discuss problem areas around the city, and share experiences 
with increased rainfall and the challenges our city has faced. 

To further inform the plan, LimnoTech has created a survey to identify areas of 
concern and gather additional information. The survey link is available below, and 
we encourage community members to participate: https://arcg.is/0zu4K11.

Contact Kevin Carpenter-Driscoll at kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2168.

LABOR DAY RECREATION ACTIVITIES 
Friday, August 29-Sunday August 31 

Youth Center & Braden Field

Games and fun for all ages. Begins Friday at 6pm with an adult table tennis 
tournament! Saturday & Sunday there are events for the entire family such as 
balloon waddle race, a pie eating contest (Mayor Jordan is the reigning champion!), 
sack race, cornhole tournament, and so much more. 

Learn more at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar or email asesay@greenbeltmd.gov.

70TH ANNUAL  
GREENBELT LABOR DAY FESTIVAL! 
Friday, August 29-Monday September 1 
Roosevelt Center, 131 Centerway

Join us this Labor Day Weekend for the 70th Annual Greenbelt Labor Day 
Festival! Opening ceremonies begin Friday night where the winner of the 
Greenbelt Citizen of the Year will be announced. Enjoy food trucks, bingo, 
carnival rides, and more all weekend long. The event culminates with the Labor 
Day Festival Parade on Monday, September 1 as Àoats make their way from the 
Greenbelt Police Department to the Municipal Building at 25 Crescent Road. 

Ride Vouchers 
$20 wristband vouchers are on sale at Greenbelt Co-op, now through August 28. 
These vouchers are exchanged for a wristband for unlimited rides from opening 
until 5 pm, Saturday and Sunday. Buy before they go up to $35!

Find out more at greenbeltlaborday.com!
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SHAKESPEARE continued from page 1

PUBLIC POLICY VOLUNTEERS

The University of Maryland's Legacy 
Leadership Institute on Public Policy, in 

partnership with the State of Maryland, is 
looking for volunteers age 50+ to serve as 

volunteer legislative leaders during the 

2025-2026 legislative session of the 
Maryland General Assembly.

The twelve-week classroom training (two days per 
week) begins on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, 
and ends on Wednesday, December 3, 2025.

Classes will be held at the University of Maryland 
Extension, 8930 Stanford Blvd, Suite 25, Columbia, 
Md., 21045. The volunteer assignment will be in 
the legislative offices of members of the Maryland 
General Assembly in Annapolis. 

Participants will serve a minimum of two (2) days 
per week starting Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 
and ending Monday, April 13, 2026.

For more information or for an application, contact 
Wesley Queen at wqueen@umd.edu.

With the support of her husband 
Mark Robinson, who leads set 
design and lighting, Robinson 
fostered a space that grew into 
something much more than just a 
summer camp. 

“Some teens wanted to do a 
show and came to me to ask if 
I could make that happen,” said 
Robinson. “I wasn’t necessarily 
thinking it would go on long-
term, but the teens have become 
a family of sorts.” 

That first summer, TSSI had 
10 actors, five technicians and 
87 audience members. This past 
year, participation doubled and 
the audience grew to 256 people. 

Robinson credits the program’s 
growth to the sense of safety 
and belonging that it o൵ers to its 
participants. “I respect and accept 
them for who they are and try to 
meet them where they are in life. 
I expect them to treat each other 
the same, and they do,” she said. 
“I’m proud of the environment 
we’ve cultivated.”

This year, TSSI performed 
Shakespeare’s As You Like It 
with three performances in July. 

Sophia Jones has been a part 
of TSSI since 2023 and learned 
about the Intensive from his time 
in Robinson’s homeschool the-
ater classes. He performed this 
year as Orlando, one of the male 
leads. 

“For young queer people, this 
camp is really transformative. 
It’s good to have a space that’s 
just easy to be in, where people 
accept you for everything,” said 
Jones.

Rowan Kelly is another TSSI 
member and a part of the tech 
crew. Kelly learned about the 
camp through an older member 
and has been with TSSI since 
2023. 

“I’ve made so many friends, 
everyone is just so nice and wel-
coming,” said Kelly. “… and 
Kate is so supportive, she under-
stands who we are as a group.”

Emilliano Payne is a TSSI 
member of three years, having 
played Oliver De Boys this sum-
mer. He has been with the Inten-
sive program for three consecu-
tive years and has since aged out 
but is still involved in Robinson’s 
homeschool classes as a teacher’s 
assistant. 

“TSSI has meant finding a 
place where I can fit in and feel 
supported, and where I can tap 
into my skills as a performer,” 
said Payne. “I’ve gotten really 
confident being on stage over the 
years, and I can see my class-
mates have too. It’s been like my 
home away from home.”

Robinson especially wants to 
thank her dedicated team of vol-
unteers and former students who 
have made the program possible 
over the last four years. 

Her husband, Mark, has been 
her “rock,” collaborating on set 
design, lighting and stage combat. 
She also credits Zelda Chang, 
Lizzie Gardner, Mecca Lartigue 
and Hannah Alisse Collins for 
bringing her vision to life each 
summer.

For the past four years, TSSI 
has operated out of the Greenbelt 
Arts Center, where they’ve been 
able to benefit from a rent-free 
space. Though demand for space 
at GAC has grown over recent 
years, Robinson is grateful that 
they’ve continued to make space 
for the camp. Now, however, 
she is seeking a new “unicorn” 
venue for next summer – some-
thing a൵ordable, large, safe, (and 

ideally) with a stage and lights. 
“More importantly, it needs to be 
a place that will support and ac-
cept my beautifully eclectic group 
of kids,” says Robinson.

Robinson hopes her students 
carry the spirit of TSSI with 
them even when they leave the 
theatrical space.  “I hope they take 
with them that sense of com-
munity and support and strive to 
provide those spaces themselves,” 
Robinson said. “We need a lot 
more of that.”

Ellie Jornlin is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism in-
terning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.

From left, Marley Smith, Aaron Robinson and Julia May perform 
in the TSSI production of As You Like It in July.
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How many peo-
ple are aware that 
nuclear bomb tests 
conducted in Nevada 
during the 1950s 
and ’60s spread ra-
dioactive contamina-
tion across the en-
tire United States? 
T h e  a c c l a i m e d 
2023 documentary 
Silent Fallout un-
covers how radioac-
tive particles from 
101 atomic bomb 
tests blanketed the 
country, leading to cancer, other 
acute illnesses and death. One 
of the most alarming culprits: 
Strontium-90, a cancer-causing 
isotope that settled on grass, was 
eaten by cows and ended up in 
milk – milk that kids drank in 
cities like Detroit and St. Louis. 
The film uncovers a little-known 
1959 study out of St. Louis that 
analyzed over 61,000 baby teeth 
and found Strontium-90 levels 50 
times higher than before testing 
began.

Although the Atomic Energy 
Commission publicly denied the 
health risks, concerned moth-
ers and other activists galva-
nized public opposition to nuclear 
testing. On November 1, 1961, 
50,000 women in 60 cities staged 
a nationwide protest demanding 
an end to atmospheric nuclear 
testing. Just two years later, Dr. 
Louise Reiss – the woman be-
hind the baby tooth study – got 
a call from President John F. 
Kennedy. Because of public pres-
sure and scientific evidence, Ken-
nedy signed the Limited Test Ban 
Treaty later that year, banning 
above-ground nuclear tests.

Silent Fallout also traces the 
devastating impact of nuclear 
tests in the Marshall Islands in 
the Pacific. In 1952, the U.S. 
exploded its first hydrogen bomb 
there – 1,000 times more power-
ful than the bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima. The fallout was so in-
tense that traces from those tests 
still show up today … in honey 
collected on the East Coast.

Timed to coincide with the 
80th anniversary of the Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki bombings, Silent 

Reel and Meal

Silent Fallout: How Nuclear

Testing Poisoned America
by Donna Ho൵meister

Fallout shines a harsh light on 
America’s nuclear past. It invites 
viewers to reflect on that his-
tory and the lack of governmental 
transparency and accountability. 
“The bombs that got us were the 
bombs of our own government. It 
was a nuclear war and we were 
its victims,” one interview subject 
says at the beginning of the film. 
“It was like being punched in the 
gut to think my own government 
did this … and lied about it for 
years,” she added.

The film will be shown at 
the New Deal Café on Monday, 
August 18 at 6:30 p.m., with a 
post-screening discussion led by 
the film’s director, Hideaki Ito. 
Note that the film has an earlier-
than-usual start time of 6:30 p.m. 
While the film is free, the Café 
has a dinner menu with several 
plant-based options available 
for purchase. Those unable to 
attend in person can register to 
watch via Zoom at tinyurl.com/
RnMAug2025.

Park and Ride Free Bus
For Labor Day Festival

Avoid parking 
problems at this 
year’s Labor Day 
Festival. Park at 
Greenbelt Elementary or Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School and ride 
the free shuttle bus. The shuttle 
also calls at Springhill Lake Rec-
reation Center, Greenbelt Metro 
and Greenbelt Station Town-
houses, running about every 45 
minutes. For more information, 
visit greenbeltlaborday.com.
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Silent Fallout traces the ongoing impacts of 
nuclear atmospheric testing by the United 
States.

http://tinyurl.com/RnMAug2025
http://tinyurl.com/RnMAug2025
http://greenbeltlaborday.com
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CALL US AT 301-474-4144

Computer Guided Dental Implants
Easier, safer and more accurate implant 

placement for our dental patients.

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity 
laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania 
Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900

2 BD | 2 BA $360,000 

This roomy 2-bedroom brick Greenbelt co-op 
townhome has been expanded to create a 
space that could be used as a third bedroom, 
or a great home of�ce or family room, with a 
second full bath.

NEW LIST INGS! 

45N Ridge Road – NEW PRICE

2 BD | 2 BA $410,000

The charming brick end unit townhome is 
the kind of home that savvy Greenbelt co-
op shoppers can wait literally years for. This 
gem of a home is one half of a duplex, with 
a garage on the other end of the row that 
conveys with the sale.

2B Ridge Road

2 BD | 1 BA $290,000

This charmer has a very smart addition that 
includes a second full bath. Plus, a kitchen 
bump-out brings in more light and extra 
workspace, and other fun architectural 
details add �air and practicality to this co-op 
townhome.

58C Ridge Road

We, your neighbors, are organ-
izing to save the Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center (BARC), 
which has been in existence since 
1910. The center is one of four 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) facilities slated for clo-
sure by the current administration 
and we want to help fight the 
closure. To sign up to help, email 
us at savebarc@gmail.com. Every 
voice matters.

For background, on July 24, 
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke Rollins announced a re-
organization of the USDA, in-
cluding the closure of several 
facilities in the Washington, D.C., 
area and relocation of sta൵ to five 
regional hubs.

The facilities slated for closure 
include:

Beltsville Agricultural Re-
search Center (BARC) in Prince 
George’s County

South Building of USDA 
headquarters in Washington, D.C.

George Washington Carver 
Center in Beltsville

Braddock Place in Alexandria, 
Va. (also described as a Food and 
Nutrition Services facility)

On Saturday, July 26, many 
Greenbelt residents, engaged or-
ganizations and politicians packed 
the Greenbelt City Council cham-
bers and rallied against these 
closings. 

There are three time-sensitive 
requests:

1) Forward this information 
widely through all your social 
media, emails and in-person con-
tacts.

2) The USDA has opened a 
30-day public comment period for 
stakeholders to provide feedback 
on the department’s reorganiza-
tion plan. The comment period 
end date is August 26. All stake-
holders, including USDA employ-
ees, members of Congress and 
agricultural and nutrition partners 
are encouraged to email feedback 

Fight the Proposed Closures

Of BARC and Carver Center
by Aileen Kroll and Vijay Parameshwaran

to: reorganization@usda.gov. 
Time is of the essence, so 

do so quickly. Because these 
comments are going directly to 
the leadership appointed by the 
current administration, we have 
honed talking points to that audi-
ence and have crafted the lan-
guage to be in direct response to 
the reasons given by the Secretary 
to justify these actions. Use your 
own words, but stay on point to 
be optimally e൵ective. The sug-
gested language follows:

a) An often-repeated talking 
point was that the National Capi-
tal Region has too high a cost of 
living (Deputy Secretary Vaden 
said “seven figures” as far as 
home prices).  In several areas 
of Maryland around Washington. 
D.C., this is simply not true.  Ac-
cording to Zillow’s Home Values 
Index, the average home price 
for Prince George’s County is 
$470,968.

b) The Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center is not an o൶ce 
building in which workers can 
easily be relocated to the hub 
centers, but a research facility 
with labs, fields, buildings and in-
frastructure built up over decades.  
To close it down and build up the 
research infrastructure in other 

See BARC, page  9

City Notes
Several departments partici-

pated in National Night Out; 
Constituent Services and DEI 
encouraged voter engagement 
there and at the CCI Block Party. 
Economic Development met with 
Beltway Plaza management to 
discuss potential mall businesses 
and construction.

Animal Shelter residents are 
four cats, six kittens, two dogs 
and a puppy. 

Public Works provided 135 
Greenbelt Connection rides and 
Streets crews installed two cross-
walks on Cherrywood Lane. Envi-
ronmental/Sustainability cleaned up 
illegal dumping and hosted a Forest 
Preserve Advisory Board meeting.

At the indoor pool, contractors 
completed demolition of the deck, 
benches and hot tub, and began 
tiling the pool deck. 

Park Rangers facilitated a gar-
den club party at Schrom Hills 
and, with the Environmental Su-
pervisor, presented a herpetology 
program at the Lake. 

At the Museum, 90 campers 
learned the history of popsicles. 
(And ate popsicles.) 

CARES counseled 153 clients 
in July, seven students were tu-
tored, 15 attended GED prepa-
ration, 12 took ESOL and nine 
acquired workforce skills.

A l o t  o f  n e w 
bands will be play-
ing at the Labor Day 
Festival this year. 
M u s i c  c o o r d i n a -
tor Joe Harris has 
booked a very diverse music 
schedule, including headliners 
Black Masala (Friday, 8 p.m.), 
The Moran Tripp Band (Saturday, 
8 p.m.) and Chopteeth (Sunday, 8 
p.m.). High energy Black Masala 
has a big brassy sound, while 
The Moran Tripp is a country-
inspired rock band and Chopteeth 
is an 11-member Afropunk Big 
Band. Returning from previous 
years are old favorites The No-
where Men (Monday, 3 p.m.) and 
Fast Eddie and the Slowpokes 
(Saturday, 1 p.m.)

Building on the introduction 
of a couple of Latin bands over 
the past year or two, Harris has 
concentrated on building a mu-
sic program “that more accu-
rately reÀects the demographics 
of Greenbelt.” To that end, the 
stage will feature not only new 
Latin rhythms, folk, jazz, blues 
and rock ’n’ roll, but also blue-
grass, Afropop and something 
intriguingly identified as Prog-Ska 
Weezercore!

Harris claims that “all the 
bands are outrageously great” and 
he is particularly excited that the 
Labor Day Festival has the stage 
capacity to host Chopteeth, which 
is a very big band.

On Saturday morning, hear the 
group Elikeh use elements of To-
golese rhythms in their danceable 
Afropop tunes. In the afternoon, 

Exciting New Music Coming

To the Labor Day Festival
by Anne Gardner

all-woman band La 
Marvela will high-
light rhythms from 
the Colombian Ca-
ribbean, followed by 
Soroche, bringing an 

Andes-inspired “danceable alche-
my that crosses cultural dance-
Àoors.” For something completely 
different, stay for the “rhythm 
section, horn section and hype” 
of local band Professor Goldstein 
and the Adjuncts.

Katy Gaughan will kick off 
Sunday’s musical o൵erings with 
a family-friendly community 
drum circle in front of the stage. 
Drums will be provided (or bring 
your own). The drum circle will 
be followed by country singer 
Karen Collins with the Backroads 
Band. Later that afternoon, after 
the Rising Stars showcase, Green-
belt Honk! Situation will bring 
their high-energy New Orleans 
style music to the stage and all 
around the Festival grounds. The 
music then continues with Flo 
Anito and the Bay Jazz Project, 
featuring Seth Kibel. They will 
bring the classics of the Great 
American Songbook to life with 
their danceable and listenable 
jazz style.

On Monday afternoon, don’t 
miss Griefcat, a genre-defying 
musical comedy duo known for 
their witty, incisive lyrics and 
infectious sound, before The No-
where Men close out the Festival.

For the full music sched-
ule and to listen to clips of the 
bands, visit greenbeltlaborday.
com/live-entertainment.
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Register Now 
For Rising Stars

Local performers are invited 
to share their talents with the 
community at the Greenbelt La-
bor Day Festival Rising Stars 
Showcase on Sunday, August 31 
at 2:30 p.m. Perform on the main 
stage at the Festival, and have the 
chance to win a cash prize. Find 
out more at Greenbeltlaborday.
com. Register by August 24.

PTA Book Sale
Declutter and support a lo-

cal elementary school. For those 
whose bookshelves are overÀow-
ing, the Greenbelt Elementary 
School PTA will be collecting 
used books to sell at its Annual 
Used Book Sale at the Labor Day 
Festival.

Book donations will be accept-
ed on Saturday, August 23 from 
8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at St. Hugh of 
Grenoble Catholic Church, 135 
Crescent Road. All books (except 
manuals, encyclopedias and dic-
tionaries) as well as CDs, DVDs, 
records, puzzles and games will 
be accepted. 

For more information, visit 
tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-
Sale,  or email questions to 
booksalegespta@gmail.com.

http://www.mccarldental.com
mailto:savebarc@gmail.com
mailto:reorganization@usda.gov
http://greenbeltlaborday.com/live-entertainment
http://greenbeltlaborday.com/live-entertainment
http://Greenbeltlaborday.com
http://Greenbeltlaborday.com
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
mailto:booksalegespta@gmail.com
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CEMETERIES continued from page 1

cold drinks

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

LUNCH IS READY FOR YOU

AT CO-OP

fresh-cut fruit locally-made sushi

caprese sandwich

25% off on

tue. & fri.!

kombucha,

sparkling &

local

August Round-Up Group:

Greenbelt Labor Day
Festival

cemeteries are those of the Turn-
er, Hamilton and Walker families. 
The burials, explained Gimbal, 
date from the late 1700s through 
the early 1800s, from just after 
the Revolutionary War to just 
before the Civil War. These fami-
lies operated tobacco plantations, 
and all the graveyards are highly 
likely to include the graves of 
both family members and persons 
enslaved by the plantation own-
ers, though none of the latter are 
clearly marked.

No buildings remain standing 
in Greenbelt from this period, 
so those times are represented 
uniquely by these cemeteries. 
There are remnants of the foun-
dations of the Walker and Hamil-
ton homes which survive. What is 
left of the Walker home, named 
Toaping Castle, originates from a 
1757 patent and is on Greenbelt 
Road; the Hamilton home, known 
as Hamilton’s Purchase, 1766, 
was near the Greenbelt Homes, 
Inc., o൶ces on Hamilton Place.

Preserving these cemeteries 
for the people of Greenbelt to 
appreciate now and in the future 
will be a multiphase project and 
this is the beginning phase, said 
Hruby.

Community Use
Gimbal mentioned several 

ways communities use their his-
toric cemeteries. They may be 
included in tours of the area 
for local residents and visitors. 
Ceremonies may be conducted 
at them, which can include grave 
rededications. People may gather 
to observe holidays such as June-
teenth or Veterans Day.   Commu-
nity groups may organize cleanup 
days to keep the cemeteries well-
tended, or choose to create new 
monuments to commemorate 
those buried there, especially 
those who have no legible mark-
ers for their graves.

Project First Phase
The report that will be pro-

duced by JMT in this first stage 
of the project will include de-
tailed photographic and geolo-

cation data, site maps showing 
clearly demarcated boundaries 
of each cemetery, recommended 
improvements such as paths and 
lighting, gates, fences and other 
measures for better access and 
security, and recommendations 
for what may be done in the next 
phases of the project. To share 
their findings with the public, 
JMT will use multiple technolo-
gies. They are exploring the use 
of story maps, a newly developed 
method.

In answer to a question, Gim-
bal explained that in this first 
phase, there won’t be enough 
funding or time to use ground-
penetrating radar (GPR) to detect 
hidden graves, but it will be 
among their recommendations 
for future work. In their planned 
surveys of the cemeteries, they 
will search for depressions in 
the ground, unmarked stones and 
plants such as periwinkle that 
were often planted near grave 
sites.

Currently, they are researching 
the families through resources 
found in the Greenbelt and Prince 
George’s County Historical So-
ciety libraries and the Greenbelt 
Museum. Family Bibles such as 
that of the Turners are among the 
materials being used. They also 
have the slave schedules of the 
U.S. Census which include the 
names of a few enslaved persons, 
but the majority of the listings 
include only the ages and genders 
of those held by the families.

There are few known tomb-
stones found in these cemeteries. 
One can be seen on display in 
the Turner cemetery, some in the 
Walker cemetery (which aren’t 
original to the time of burial) and 
a few in the Hamilton cemetery, 
which were removed due to van-
dalism and are now stored at the 
Public Works facility.

Participant Comments
Greenbelt resident Bill Orleans 

asked whether there are plans to 
expand any of the cemeteries to 
include new, modern burials. It 

was clarified that the only cem-
etery with modern burials is the 
Greenbelt Cemetery, and it is not 
being included in the work of 
this project. Only the preservation 
of the historic cemeteries is being 
studied.

Lois Rosado commented that 
there are known burials of en-
slaved persons at the Walker 
cemetery; J Davis mentioned that 
a sorority group had recently held 
a cleanup day there.

It was regretfully recalled by 
several in attendance that until 
the construction of the office 
buildings in the Golden Triangle, 
numerous Indigenous graves had 
been found in the vicinity, which 
were dug up and from which 
artifacts were taken over many 
years. While there is no record of 
this taking place, several people 
in attendance recognized tales of 
grave robbing as part of the oral 
history of the area.

It was suggested that old-

Walkers in Mexico
A t  t h e  m e e t i n g  o n 

Greenbelt’s historic cemeteries, 
a participant expressed their 
belief [or thought] that the 
Walker family of Greenbelt 
included the notorious William 
Walker, the adventurer who 
attempted to set up slave states 
in Baja California and Sonora, 
Mexico, and then in Nicaragua, 
with himself as their ruler. 
However, this is (apparently) 
not grounded in fact. William 
Walker, who was unrelated to 
the Walkers of Greenbelt, was 
born in Nashville, Tennessee, 
in 1824. His father, James 
S. Walker, who had settled 
in Tennessee, was born in 
Scotland.   William Walker was 
executed by a firing squad and 
buried in Trujillo, Honduras, 
in 1860. More about his  life 
can be learned at  wikipedia.
org/wiki/William_Walker_
(filibuster).

The person who gave rise to 
the confusion was one Samuel 
Hamilton Walker, a military 
man who was indeed born 
here at the Walker homestead, 
Toaping Castle, in 1817. He 
was a son of Nathan Walker 
and Elizabeth Thomas Walk-
er. Along with Samuel Colt, 
he was an inventor of the 
Walker Colt revolver, which 
was first produced in 1847. 
Samuel Walker first volun-
teered for an 1836 campaign 
against the Creek Indians in 
Alabama. A few years later 
he went to Texas and from 
1842 on fought in several con-
flicts against Mexicans.  He 
was captured and held as a 
prisoner of war in Mexico City 
for two years before escaping. 
He joined the Texas Rangers in 
1844, and led a Ranger compa-
ny under General Zachary Tay-
lor in the Mexican-American 
War. He was killed in Tlaxcala, 
Mexico, in 1847 while leading 
a cavalry charge in that war, 
and is buried in San Antonio, 
Texas. To learn more about 
him go to wikipedia.org/wiki/
Samuel_Hamilton_Walker.

timers whose memories extend 
to Greenbelt’s earliest days 
might have useful and interest-
ing knowledge of the historic 
cemeteries, but no one was sure 
whether any such persons still 
survive.

Any tips regarding elders or 
others who might be able to 
contribute knowledge, thoughts, 
information and ideas on the 
preservation of the historic 
cemeteries,  may be sent to 
Gimbal  (cgimbal@jmt.com) 
or  al ternat ively emailed to 
Hruby (thruby@greenbeltmd.
gov)  o r  Young  (d i rec to r@
greenbeltmuseum.org), who will 
pass them along to the team at 
JMT.

Much information about the 
early settlers in Greenbelt is 
available in chapter 1 of the 
book Greenbelt History of a 
New Town, 1937-1987, by Mary 
Lou Williamson, general editor 
(1987).

Former Prince George’s Coun-
ty Fire Chief Ti൵any Green was 
placed on administrative leave 
August 7 with her pay suspended 
due to an investigation into hir-
ing practices, the Office of the 
County Executive told the News 
Review. 

The investigation partly in-
volves allegations that back-
ground checks for the recent 
class of Prince George’s County 
Fire Department (PGFD) recruits 
had not been completed. The 
suspension of her pay is pending 
the resolution of the investigation. 

This comes less than two 
months after Green transitioned 
from her five-year role as PGFD 
fire chief to assistant deputy chief 

Former Fire Chief Tiffany Green 

Placed on Administrative Leave
by Will Hammann

administrative o൶cer for public 
safety and homeland security in 
the office of County Executive 
Aisha Braveboy.

As fire chief, Green in 2024 
removed career fire and rescue 
personnel from Greenbelt, Ber-
wyn Heights, Bowie-Belair and 
Bunker Hill stations, overcoming 
litigation against the county by 
the cities of Greenbelt, Berwyn 
Heights and College Park that 
was dismissed by a circuit court 
judge.

Will Hammann is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism in-
terning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.

Stamp Out Hunger  
Close to Home 

Place food donations on porch-
es by the time listed.

Saturday, August 16 – by 10 
a.m., 14 and 15 Courts Laurel Hill 

Sunday, August 24 – by 4 
p.m., 11-S Ridge Road, 14 and 
16 Courts Ridge Road, 8 and 
10 Courts Southway, Boxwood 
Village and for PAL (PORCH at 
large) members  

Sunday, August 24 – by 5 
p.m., Lakeside Drive

Contact SpreadRUAK@gmail.
com for more information. 

http://anacostiatrails.org
http://wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Walker_(filibuster
http://wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Walker_(filibuster
http://wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Walker_(filibuster
http://wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Hamilton_Walker
http://wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Hamilton_Walker
mailto:cgimbal@jmt.com
mailto:thruby@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:thruby@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:director@greenbeltmuseum.org
mailto:director@greenbeltmuseum.org
mailto:SpreadRUAK@gmail.com
mailto:SpreadRUAK@gmail.com
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LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 

A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 
OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 

Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 

DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 

EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Incidents reported here occurred August 4-10, 2025. Readers are encouraged to contact the police if 
they have information that may aid in an inquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email 
pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

Incident Summary
Greenbelt Police reported four 

domestic incidents, two resulting 
in arrest. After search e൵orts, a 
missing man who had sent suicid-
al messages was found unharmed.

Carjacking
On August 7 at 8:14 a.m. near 

5803 Cherrywood Terrace, a man 
was sitting in a parking lot in-
side his 2004 Ford F-250 when a 
black sedan parked behind him. A 
man wearing a ski mask and dark 
clothing approached him, pointed 
a handgun and told him to get 
out of the vehicle. The assailant 
then entered the F-250 and drove 
away. The second man in the 
black sedan drove away.

Armed Person Arrested
On August 5 at 4:05 p.m. 

near 6925 Hanover Parkway, a 
man and two women were fight-
ing, and the man pulled out a 
handgun and began firing at one 
of the women. He Àed in a red 
truck. O൶cers stopped the truck, 
arrested the man, and took him 
to the station for processing, then 
to Hyattsville Department of Cor-
rections. No one was struck or 
injured by the shooting.

Assault
On August 4 at 2:29 a.m. near 

Breezewood Court and Edmon-
ston Terrace, an employee from a 
car dealership arrived to repossess 
a vehicle. He blocked the car in 
and was making arrangements 
for a tow truck when he was 
confronted by the alleged owner 
and a struggle broke out. The as-
sailant Àed before o൶cers arrived, 
and the employee did not require 
medical attention. The tow truck 
took the vehicle.

On August 5 at 6:40 p.m. near 
7511 Greenbelt Road, two people 
were arguing while driving. They 
pulled over into a parking lot, 
and when officers arrived, one 
was physically assaulting the 
other. The assailant was arrested 
and taken to Upper Marlboro 
Department of Corrections.

On August 5 at 6:48 p.m. near 
5717 Greenbelt Metro Drive, 
several juveniles were fighting at 
a bus stop. Police witnessed two 
juveniles strike the others, and 
both were arrested.

DUI Arrest
On August 9 at 11:18 p.m. 

near Greenbelt Road and 62nd 
Avenue, an officer saw a 2024 
Toyota swerving between lanes 
and driving in the bike lane. 
After sobriety testing, the driver 
was arrested for DUI.

Fraud
On Augus t  4  near  9210 

Springhill Lane, someone was 
scammed out of money by a 
credit repair specialist; near 7701 
Greenbelt Road, someone stole a 
credit card from a store employ-
ee’s purse and made purchases.

On August 5 near 420 Ridge 
Road, someone was scammed out 

of money for an online college 
degree.

On August 6 near 442 Ridge 
Road, new accounts were opened 
in a woman’s name and appeared 
on her credit report.

Shoplifting and Theft
On August 4 at 5:20 p.m. near 

6100 Greenbelt Road, a man 
filled a suitcase with items and 
Àed through the emergency fire 
exit. An o൶cer arrested the sus-
pect; he was taken to the police 
station for processing and then to 
the Upper Marlboro Department 
of Corrections.

On August 5 at 7:12 p.m. near 
6000 Greenbelt Road, four wom-
en filled their bags with items 
and left without paying.

On August 6 at 3:20 p.m. 
near 5910 Greenbelt Road, a 
man stole seven bundles of paper 
towels.

On August 7 at 9:15 a.m. near 
7595 Greenbelt Road, a man 
stole items; o൶cers arrested him 
and gave him a criminal citation 
for theft.

On August 7 at 8:05 p.m. near 
6100 Greenbelt Road, a woman 
left the store with a shopping cart 
of stolen items.

On August 8 at 8:44 a.m. near 
7619 Greenbelt Road, a man 
stole a shirt and a bag of chips. 
O൶cers found him, and he admit-
ted to taking the items. He was 
given a criminal citation for theft 
and banned.

On August 9 at 7:09 p.m. near 
145 Westway, a package was 
delivered, but the resident was 
away on vacation. The package 
sat outside the door but a woman 
stole it.

Trespassing Arrest
On August 8 at 2:41 a.m. 

near 9170 Edmonston Road, an 
intoxicated man was knocking 
on doors. O൶cers asked him to 
leave multiple times, but he re-
fused and began making threats 
toward the o൶cers; he was arrest-
ed and charged with trespassing.

Vandalism
On August 6 at 11:50 a.m. 

near 6301 Golden Triangle Drive, 
two hotel guests trashed their 
room; the hotel will file charges 
for the damage.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

Four vehicles were stolen: 
on August 7 near 7807 Mandan 
Road, a 2022 Honda Pilot; on 
August 9 near 5915 Cherrywood 
Terrace, a brown 2012 Kia Rio 
(Md. 2GN1682), and near 7595 
Greenbelt Road, a silver Mer-
cedes-Benz S550 (Md. 7GB8413) 
(with the key in it); and on Au-
gust 10 near 7480 Greenway 
Center Drive, a black 2017 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee (D.C. JE6598).

Attempted Theft of Vehicle
On August 4 near 7724 Han-

over Parkway, a Hyundai Santa 
Fe had a broken door and igni-

tion damage.
Stolen Vehicle Recovered

On August 4 near 8251 Can-
ning Terrace, a 2020 Ford Edge 
was recovered by D.C. Police.

Theft from Auto
All four wheels were stolen 

from three Hondas: August 8 
from a 2025 Civic near 7929 
Mandan Road and from a 2025 
Accord near 6009 Springhill 
Drive; and August 10 from a 
Civic near 6301 Golden Triangle 
Drive.

On August 5 near 8223 Can-
ning Terrace, a disability placard 
was stolen; on August 5 near 14 
Ridge Road, a front license plate 
(Va. TLY5958); and August 9 
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a rear 
plate.

On August 6 near 4 Garden-
way, a man provided necessary 
information for a theft from auto 
that occurred at the end of July: 
items were stolen from his three 
work trucks, while parked in the 
lot leading to the overpass.

On August 8 near 7200 Han-
over Drive, someone broke a 
window of a rental vehicle and 
stole items.

On August 10 near 7810 
Walker Drive, a 2021 Chevrolet 
Silverado’s window was broken, 
and items were missing.

Vandalism to Auto
On August 4 near 7823 Man-

dan Road, the door handles of a 
Kia Sorento were broken o൵.

On August 8 near 7480 Green-
way Center Drive, a Ford F-150 
had a window damaged; the own-
er was unsure if anything was 
missing.

On August 8 at 10:55 a.m. 
near 9166 Edmonston Road, 
someone set fire to a 2004 Cadil-
lac Escalade.

The Prince George’s County 
Police Department Homicide Unit 
is asking for the community’s 
assistance in identifying the sus-
pect wanted for the recent fatal 
shooting of 33-year-old William 
Denard Askew of Greenbelt (see 
the August 7 issue). The suspect 
arrived and then fled the scene 
of the shooting on a bicycle. A 
reward of up to $25,000 is being 
o൵ered for information leading to 
an arrest and indictment in this 
case.

On July 25 at approximately 
10:20 p.m. o൶cers responded to 
a shooting in the 13200 block 
of Laurel Bowie Road in the 
unincorporated section of Laurel. 
Officers located Askew in the 
roadway near the shooting scene 

Police Search for Suspect Who

Fled Murder Scene on Bicycle

su൵ering from gunshot wound(s). 
He died on the scene. 

Detectives are working to de-
termine a motive for the murder.

County Police released video 
footage of the suspect at the gas 
station beside where Askew was 
found. In it the person can be 
seen wearing dark clothing, in-
cluding a black hoodie with the 
hood pulled up and riding a blue 
bicycle. View the video here: 
https://tinyurl.com/4chzj886.

Anyone with information 
on the suspect or the bicycle 
may  ca l l  301-516-2512  o r 
contact Crime Solvers online at 
pgcrimesolvers.com. You can 
remain anonymous. Refer to case 
number 25-0040942.

On August 1, U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Brooke Rollins 
announced the opening of a 30-
day public comment period for 
stakeholders to provide feedback 
on the department’s reorganiza-
tion plan, which includes the 
closure of Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center and the George 
Washington Carver Center.

“We value your perspective as 
we work to ensure that USDA is 
best positioned to serve America’s 
farmers, ranchers, producers and 
rural communities,” said Rollins.  

“President Trump made clear 
his second term would include 
relocating the sprawling federal 
bureaucracy to locations outside 
the National Capital Region,” 
Deputy Secretary Stephen Vaden 
said in his Capitol Hill testimony 
on July 30, adding that the plan 
“right-sizes the USDA footprint” 

USDA Reorganization Plan

Seeks Stakeholder Feedback
and maintains the department 
“within the bounds of its avail-
able financial resources.” In the 
reorganization proposal approxi-
mately 2,600 Washington, D.C., 
area positions will be moved to 
five regional hubs: Raleigh, N.C.; 
Kansas City, Mo.; Indianapolis, 
Ind.; Fort Collins, Colo.; and Salt 
Lake City, Utah (see the July 31 
issue of the News Review).  

How to Submit Comments  
Stakeholders, including USDA 

employees, members of Congress 
and agricultural and nutrition 
partners,  are encouraged to 
provide feedback by emailing 
reorganization@usda.gov. The 
comment period is open through 
August 26. 

Information for this article 
was drawn from a USDA press 
release.

areas, especially in the new hubs, 
will be significantly more ex-
pensive, and the delays would 
prevent the critical work of sup-
porting the farmers and rural 
America.

c) The State of Maryland has 
been promoted by USDA as be-
ing “a suitable environment for 
agricultural commodities” and 
“having almost every fruit and 
vegetable in the census,” posi-
tioning an agricultural research 
center in Maryland to do research 
that supports every community 
in the U.S., specifically the areas 
for farmers (usda.gov/about-usda/
news/blog/maryland-agriculture-
has-it-all).

3) SAVE BARC is having a 
follow-up meeting (after the one 
on July 26) via Zoom on Satur-
day, August 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Join as we set up small, action-
focused groups. If we all do a 
little, we can accomplish a lot.

To Join the Zoom Meeting
tinyurl.com/bdfy7ux7
Meeting ID: 893 9125 2627
Passcode: 595904

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,89391252627#,

,,,*595904# US (Washington DC)
+16469313860,,89391252627#

,,,,*595904# US

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
https://tinyurl.com/4chzj886
http://pgcrimesolvers.com
mailto:reorganization@usda.gov
http://usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog/maryland-agriculture-has-it-all
http://usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog/maryland-agriculture-has-it-all
http://usda.gov/about-usda/news/blog/maryland-agriculture-has-it-all
http://tinyurl.com/bdfy7ux7
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certi¿ed Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review o൶ce 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $11.50/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($17.25). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review o൶ce. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST – Com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must 
have a following. Call Dominick  
301-980-9200.

MERCHANDISE

MICROWAVE OVEN – Nostalgia 
brand, 0.7 cu. Ft., 700 W, retro red, in-
cludes manual. Perfect for dorm room. 
$50. Text 240-623-4423 (Corrected 
phone number).

NOTICE

MISHKAN TORAH is excited to wel-
come you for the High Holidays this 
year. Rosh Hashanah is on 9/22-24 and 
Yom Kippur is on 10/1-2. We have a full 
program of services and activities for 
you to ring in 5786 – in person at our 
synagogue in Greenbelt or on Zoom. 
Members and non-members welcome. 
Learn more from our information page, 
available at MishkanTorah.org.

HOW SAFE IS YOUR WIRING? – 
Ask SaferGreenbelt.com.

PETS

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION 
KITTY? – Please consider MINK. 
Sleek, gray, neutered male with ex-
pressive yellow eyes. Approximately 
two years old. Loves humans, play and 
watching TV. All annual vaccinations. 
FIV, FeLV, heartworm negative. Inside 
only. For more information, call or text 
240-423-8801.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

HOUSE SHARE SOUGHT – Green-
belter seeks economical house share.  
Must have easy access to public transit.  
612-309-9315 or joanest@duck.com.

ROOM FOR RENT – Montpelier, Lau-
rel (o൵ Laurel-Bowie Road), upstairs, 
female preferred, nonsmoker, fully 
furnished, a/c, 16’6”x12’. Access extra 
sitting room across from you. Spacious 
kitchen with refrigerator and cabinet 
for you. Victorian living room; laun-
dry room o൵ kitchen; patio. $850 in-
cludes utilities, month-to-month lease; 
first and last +$100 security. Nancy  
301-676-3996.

HOUSEMATE WANTED in Old Green-
belt townhouse. Sunny, spacious bed-
room 14’x15’. Ground floor, garden-
side. Private entrance. Private bath. 
Walk-in closet. Shared kitchen, laundry, 
and dining-living room. Street park-
ing. Resident owner upstairs: semi-
retired consultant, quiet, male. No pets. 
$950/month including utilities. Fur-
nished or unfurnished. Available now.  
850-217-0677 or brb1787-a@yahoo.com.

SERVICES

SHAMROCK JUNK REMOVAL – 
Call 301-318-5472.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning o൵ered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

HOUSE CLEANING –  Melo-
dy Dodson.  Greenbelt references.   
301-256-6937.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropo൵, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all Àooring products. Specializing 
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customÀooringllc.net.
MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.

SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
LLC and HANDYMAN – Service 
calls, EV chargers, Heavy ups and other 
electrical needs. Call 240-704-4993.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION – 
Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, slides 
to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT tapes 
to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-
318-5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover. www.Kellahermaintenance.
com.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – with over 20 years of expe-
rience. New installation and repair 
work. Call D&M Electrical Services 
301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration.  831-247-0043, www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, Àoor, more. 443-404-0449.
LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 
– Free estimates, fabric samples, lo-
cal business for over 30 years. Call 
Missy, 301-345-7273.

SWIM & SPLASH WITH ‘LI’L’ 
DAN! – Private swim lessons with 
Li’l Dan help swimmers of all ages 
– from 6 months to adults – build 
confidence, develop skills, and enjoy 
the water in a safe, supportive envi-
ronment. Ready to take the plunge? 
Contact Li’l Dan today for more info: 
240-643-3768, dansquaredfitness@
yahoo.com.

COMPASSIONATE HOME CARE 
COMPANION – Providing loving, 
reliable, trustworthy, devoted care 
for your loved one. Call Mandy at 
301-675-4487.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
http://MishkanTorah.org
http://SaferGreenbelt.com
mailto:joanest@duck.com
mailto:brb1787-a@yahoo.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
mailto:dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com
mailto:dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com
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GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 

Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 

Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 

GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703














    

      

    
 
   












  
 

   
   
     



    
    


    
   
  


    






     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 



 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 

 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 

Hyattsville, MD  20781 

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  

  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  
We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  

    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”How safe is your wiring?

Ask SaferGreenbelt.com

       

6               b       e       d       /               2       .       5               b       a       t        h               h       o       m       e               w       /               r       e       m       o       d       e       l       e       d       
k       i       t        c       h       e       n       ,               u       p       d       a       t        e       d               b       a       t        h       r       o       o       m       s       ,               a       n       d       
n       e       w               f        l       o       o       r       s       .               M       a       j       o       r               u       p       g       r       a       d       e       s               i       n       c       l       u       d       e       
n       e       w               r       o       o       f        ,               s       i       d       i       n       g       ,               w       a       t        e       r               h       e       a       t        e       r       ,               &       
m       o       r       e       .               C       o       z       y               g       a       s               f        i       r       e       p       l       a       c       e       ,               s       c       r       e       e       n       e       d       
p       o       r       c       h       ,               &               o       u       t        d       o       o       r               p       a       t        i       o       .                     

       
For Sale:        
110 Julian Court       
Greenbelt, MD 20770       
NEW LIST PRICE: $590,000     

       
M       e       l       a       n       i       e               C       a       n       t       w       e       l       l       

R       e       a       l       t       o       r       
C       :               2       4       0       -       4       7       0       -       5       9       1       1       
O       :               3       0       1       -       4       4       1       -       9       5       1       1     

       
m       e       l       a       n       i       e       .       c       a       n       t       w       e       l       l       @       l       n       f       .       c       o       m       

9       0       9       4               b       a       l       t       i       m       o       r       e               a       v       e       
c       o       l       l       e       g       e               p       a       r       k       ,               m       d     

Letters to the Editor continued from p.2
important details and interesting 
quotes about topics I’m guessing 
were not previously familiar to 
them.

It is very gratifying to see 
talented young people like these 
entering the beleaguered – yet 
critical – journalism profession.  
The opportunity to report on 
important civic issues in lengthy 
pieces like these is a great learn-
ing experience for students, and 
is a significant help to our often 
overstretched News Review sta൵.  
May mutually beneficial ties be-
tween the News Review and Phil-
ip Merrill College of Journalism 
persist for many years to come.

L.R. Tokarz

Concerned
As a member of the Climate 

Justice Wing’s (CJW) Data Cen-
ter Study Group (mdlegislative.
com/climate-justice-wing), I am 
very concerned about our climate 
and impacts from data centers 
that big tech and land develop-
ers are proposing for the county. 
Prince George’s County had three 
Park and Planning meetings to 
seek input from communities. I 
attended two of these meetings, 
North and Central County, with 
numerous residents attending. The 
county council has also created a 
Data Center Task Force, made up 
heavily of construction, developer 
and utility representatives and 
only three people who are look-
ing out for residents. As of now, 
almost no serious review of the 
impacts of data centers has been 
done nor regulations put in place 
to control them. This includes 
work to date by and for the Task 
Force.

Like the state of Maryland, the 
county is struggling to bring in 
more revenue. It and the governor 
think data centers will generate 
revenue and high paying jobs. 
Our study group found the rev-
enue claim questionable but the 
impacts to climate and energy are 
certain, including more Àooding, 
air and water pollution, less water 
availability and at times droughts, 
lowering aquifers. Mitigation 
costs will add to the budget prob-
lems. As it stands, ratepayers are 
paying to build transmission lines 
and grid upgrades. More fossil 
fuels will be needed for energy, 

leading to more greenhouse gases. 
Many questions are unaddressed 
regarding data centers’ impacts, 
and the county aims to implement 
a plan in November. 

This is an invitation to attend 
the next in-person meeting of the 
Task Force on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 10 at 11 a.m. at 1616 Mc-
Cormick Drive, Largo. While the 
public can’t participate in these 
meetings, they can observe, and it 
is important for the Task Force to 
know “we are watching.”

I’d like to request that our 
District 4 and two at-large county 
council members provide periodic 
updates on these meetings in 
their constituent communications. 
Videos from the May 14, June 11 
and July 9 Task Force meetings 
can be viewed at pgccouncil.
us/1051/Qualified-Data-Center-
Task-Force#cc5f8c90dc-b4cb-
431b-90ee-10648f8df655.

Kathy Bartolomeo

Thanks for Help
And Not Laughing

On Thursday, August 7, I 
stopped by the Co-op to pick 
up some salad dressing – didn’t 
bother with a bag as I only had 
a couple of items. As I got into 
my car, my ever-clumsy fingers 
fumbled and the cylindrical glass 
bottle of dressing dropped onto 
the asphalt (miraculously not 
breaking), rolling under a wide-
beamed orange and brown Honda 
Element next to me. Stopping ex-
actly in the middle. Out of reach.

Caramba and drat! I lay down 
on my face in the parking lot 
and reached for it, but it was a 
no-go for a non-gibbon. I Àung 
my shoulder bag at it (holding 
the strap, I note, not being a 
complete idiot) to knock it to roll 
out the other side (and probably 
under the next car). No dice (bad 
angle).  

Thinking if I stayed down 
there another minute someone 
would call an ambulance (an-

cient crone on face in parking 
lot, etc.), I stood up and thought. 
What I need is a pole or a tree 
branch!

Inspiration struck: I walked 
across the parking lot to the ever-
open doorway of Greenbelt Auto 
and Truck. Bound to have poles. 

And indeed they did. A very 
pleasant young man refrained 
from laughing his socks o൵ when 

had remained unmarried; how-
ever, he later assumed a parental 
role to his stepdaughters, Marci 
Milligan and Mickey Sheppard, 
demonstrating care and commit-
ment in his family relationships.  
They formed a close family bond, 
getting together for holidays and 
other special occasions. 

He is survived by his step-
daughters, Marci Milligan (Dan) 
and Michelle (Mickey) Shep-
pard (Harold); four grandchil-
dren: Kayla Sheppard, Siobhann 
Cemper (Kirk), Kieran Milligan 
(Kim), Colin Milligan (Beth); 
and five great-grandchildren, De-
clan and Liam Cemper, Kiera, 
Maeve and Conor Milligan. He 
was preceded in death by his 
wife Bernina McGee Giese, his 
parents Gerome and Grace Giese 
and brother Robert. 

Giese’s Celebration of Life 
service will be held at the Green-

I explained my predicament and 
lent me a pole. In a ji൵y, I had 
that dressing out from under. I 
returned the pole and got a warm 
but amused smile from my bene-
factor, who wished me a very 
pleasant day.

Thank you Greenbelt Auto and 
Truck for rescuing a maiden in 
distress.

Cathie Meetre

belt Community Church on Fri-
day, September 5 (his birthday) 
at 11 a.m.   Following the service, 
there will be a luncheon held 
at the Greenbelt Fire Station.   
On Saturday, September 6 at 2 
p.m., in the auditorium at Col-
lington Life Care Community in 
Mitchellville, there will be an ice 
cream sundae bar, where people 
can make their own sundaes in 
his honor; he loved ice-cream! 

GIESE continued from page 4

http://r1md.com
http://mdlegislative.com/climate-justice-wing
http://mdlegislative.com/climate-justice-wing
http://pgccouncil.us/1051/Qualified-Data-Center-Task-Force#cc5f8c90dc-b4cb-431b-90ee-10648f8df655
http://pgccouncil.us/1051/Qualified-Data-Center-Task-Force#cc5f8c90dc-b4cb-431b-90ee-10648f8df655
http://pgccouncil.us/1051/Qualified-Data-Center-Task-Force#cc5f8c90dc-b4cb-431b-90ee-10648f8df655
http://pgccouncil.us/1051/Qualified-Data-Center-Task-Force#cc5f8c90dc-b4cb-431b-90ee-10648f8df655


Page 12	             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	           Thursday, August 14, 2025

visit  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Braden Field will soon have 
a new landmark, a 7-foot tall, 
rainbow-colored sculpture of a 
cartwheeling figure. It is entitled 
Joy, a vibrant public art installa-
tion celebrating movement, free-
dom and community connection.

The creation of Joy is led 
by Baltimore-based Empact Art, 
while Greenbelt community mem-
bers have assisted by creating 
colorful mosaic tiles that will 
cover the surface of the sculp-
ture. These were crafted during 
workshops with the Creative Kids 
Club, Camp YOGO, the Green-
belt Golden Age Club and two 
Artful Afternoon sessions.

“We are using handmade 
ceramic pieces that are hand-
stamped and glazed by the com-
munity. We wanted the mosaic to 
be smooth, touchable and climb-
able,” said Empact Art Co-Found-
er and Director Ali Mirsky. “Each 
piece of clay passes through five 
di൵erent hands, symbolizing the 
hundreds of people who will have 
contributed to the creation of Joy.

The sculpture is intended to 
convey the joy of play and the 
diversity of the Greenbelt com-
munity. It will be dedicated to the 
memory of Roy S. Braden, for 
whom the complex was named, 
according to Greenbelt Arts Su-
pervisor Nicole DeWald.

“Braden was Greenbelt’s first 
town manager, and a great cham-
pion of recreation opportunities 
as an important part of a vibrant 
community life,” said DeWald.

Joy will be located at the 
south end of the tennis courts at 
the main entrance to Braden Field 
and behind the Youth Center. Its 
location is intended for the sculp-
ture to be seen and enjoyed by 
everyone in the community.  

“We hope that viewers will 
find that the piece uplifts their 
spirits, maybe even inspiring 
some folks to turn a cartwheel of 
their own!” said DeWald. 

Joy is set to be completed 
in late fall 2025 or early spring 
2026. Community members can 
get involved by participating in 
upcoming mosaic workshops in 
the fall. Sign up for the city’s 
ARTFANS e-newsletter at the top 
of the webpage greenbeltmd.gov/
arts to be notified when details 
are announced.

Ellie Jornlin is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism in-
terning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.

Greenbelters of All Ages
Contribute to Mosaic Sculpture

by Ellie Jornlin

On August 6 Greenbelt senior citizens lent their hands to the mosaic 
cartwheel sculpture that is a community work in progress, stamping 
some ceramic pieces and triple-painting others with bright colors.

- Photos by Cathie Brannan

Councilmember Kristen Weaver, left, and artist 
Ali Mirsky

D’annccio stamps shapes out of clay.

- Photos by Nick Hall

An artist's rendering 
of the sculpture, to be 
entitled Joy
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This year’s Green-
belt Labor Day Fes-
tival will truly be a 
FestiveALL, with new 
features to make it 
possible for people of 
all ages and abilities, 
including those who 
might not otherwise be 
able to enjoy the Festi-
val, to participate.

The planning for 
these new features be-
gan when Abby Crow-
ley asked for ideas to 
improve accessibil-
ity on Facebook. The 
people who made sug-
gestions, all of whom 
had personal or professional ex-
perience with disabilities, were 
invited to be part of an ad hoc 
committee. The core members 
of this committee were Grace 
Shipps, Ana Sorto-Watson, Mela-
nie Kalos and Gina Oliva, with 
assistance from Priya Gardner 
Lemieux, among others.

Crowley  s a id  when  she 
brought this idea to the whole 
committee, “I was surprised how 
excited they were.”

Transport to the Festival 
For wheelchair users only, 

the Labor Day Committee will 
provide free transportation on a 
Greenbelt Connection bus with 
a wheelchair lift. Those needing 
a ride to the Festival on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday can make 
a reservation with the Greenbelt 
Connection at 301-474-4100 at 
least 24 hours in advance. “Let 
them know that you need a chair 
lift, when you would like to be 
picked up and when you want to 
go home,” said Crowley.

Drop-off spots for the Festi-
val will be provided and clearly 
marked.

There will be a free shuttle 
bus from satellite parking lots 
including Greenbelt Elementary, 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School, 
and Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center, so there is no need to 
search for a parking place. The 
shuttle will also serve the Green-
belt Station community, Greenbelt 
Metro Station, and Green Ridge 
House.

On the Grounds
Greenbelt Police will take 

steps to ensure that there will be 
unfettered access to curb cuts for 

Greenbelt Labor Day Festival

Aims to Broaden Accessibility
by Joan Estenson

those who need them, including 
those with strollers or those using 
walkers or wheelchairs.

Additional Features
American Sign Language in-

terpretation will be available 
for the opening ceremonies, the 
Saturday Information Day and 
the Parade. For Information Day, 
the interpreter will be in front of 
the New Deal Café from 10 a.m. 
to noon. For the Parade, find the 
interpreter next to the reviewing 
stand.

For those who need a cool and 
quiet spot, a sensory room will 
be available in Room 103 of the 
Community Center. Drop by for a 
respite from the festivities.

Benches will be provided 
by the carnival for parents and 
grandparents to wait and watch 
their children having fun on the 
rides, or for anyone who needs a 
place to sit and rest.

Crowley said, “It is really 
cool to be a community on the 
forefront of this kind of planning. 
We are motivated to do it to 
allow more people to partake of 
this wonderful event that we have 
every year in Greenbelt.” Email 
greenbeltlaborday@gmail.com 
with questions.

Lore Rosenthal provides sign language 
interpretation at the Opening Ceremonies 
in 2023.
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From right, siblings Lisette and Tarn Sanders and their cousin 
Normandy Sanders, on a gondola headed up to Glenwood 
Adventure Caverns Park in Glenwood Springs, Colorado
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Greenbelters Travel

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts
mailto:greenbeltlaborday@gmail.com

