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What Goes On

Monday, August 11 
7:30 p.m.,  City Council 
Meeting, Municipal Building
Wednesday, August 13 
7:30 p.m., Council Workses-
sion: Rent Stabilization, Mu-
nicipal Building

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

Plans for the 
c l o s u r e  o f  t h e 
Beltsvil le Agri-
cultural Research 
Center (BARC) re-
main hazy after a 
July 30 Senate Ag-
riculture Commit-
tee hearing on the 
USDA’s reorgani-
zation proposal, 
which drew criti-
cism from Demo-
crats and Republi-
cans alike.

The USDA’s lone witness, 
Deputy Secretary Stephen Vaden, 
said that BARC would close over 
a not-yet-determined number of 
years and a not-yet-determined 
number of employees would be 
relocated to other locations. 

The hearing was swiftly called 

Last Wednesday marked the 
60th anniversary of Medicare and 
Medicaid, on which local and 
federal leaders gathered in the 
Greenbelt City Council chambers 
to celebrate the programs’ legacy 
and warn of federal changes that 
could strip health coverage from 
thousands of Marylanders. 

U.S. Representative Glenn 
Ivey and State Delegate Ashanti 
Martinez headlined the event, 
along with public health leaders 
from Prince George’s County. 
They discussed the positive im-
pacts of Medicaid and health 
equity in Maryland, and how 
the Trump Administration’s 
“One Big Beautiful Bill Act”  
(OBBBA) threatens to undo sig-
nificant progress. 

“Medicaid has made a huge 
difference in the lives of the 
American people,” said Ivey. 
“That’s why it’s been so shocking 
and disappointing that the Trump 
Administration passed the largest 
cut in history.”

The Congressional Budg-
et Office estimated that the  
OBBBA will cut federal spending 
on Medicaid and the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
by an estimated trillion dollars. 

Ivey noted that the budget cuts 
are estimated to a൵ect 17 million 
people nationwide. “Whether we 

James K. Giese, 
94, Greenbelt’s city 
m a n a g e r  f o r  2 8 
years, died at his 
home in the Collin-
gton retirement com-
munity on Monday, 
August 4. He served 
from 1962 to 1990. 
Giese steered the 
city during the 1960s 
and 1970s, known 
as Greenbelt’s tur-
bulent development 
years that brought major high-
ways, shopping centers and 
single-family housing through-
out the planned community 
and threatened the green belt. 

Over 80 years after the es-
tablishment of Greenbelt’s com-
munity gardens, Councilmember 
Danielle McKinney launched 
Greenbelt Grows this April. 

She said that the initiative, 
partnered with the Greenbelt 
Rotary Club and the Chesapeake 
Education, Arts and Research 
Society (CHEARS), is geared 
toward helping gardeners grow 

The Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration (FRA) announced that the 
proposed Baltimore-Washington 
Superconducting Magnetic Levi-
tation rail line, known as maglev, 
is no longer happening. 

Federal officials can-
celled the $26 million in 
grant funding for the proj-
ect, as the rail line would 
have negatively impacted 
federal agencies and sig-
nificant infrastructure. “FRA 
determined the direct ef-
fects would have substantial 
negative effects to agency 
operations or to important 
resources managed by fed-
eral agencies. In addition, 
indirect e൵ects would also 
significantly impair critical 
infrastructure and operations 
and ongoing agency mis-
sions,” according to a press 
release from the FRA. 

BARC Closure Plans Remain 

Unclear After Senate Hearing
by Will Hammann

James K. Giese, Former 

City Manager, Has Died  

Medicaid Anniversary Forum 
Warns of Deep Cuts to Come

by Ellie Jornlin

Greenbelters Urged to Garden;
May Help with Food Insecurity

by Will Hammann

Maglev Stopped in Its Tracks 
by Ellie Jornlin 

Panelists, from left, Stephanie Klapper, Dr. Sonya Bruton, Represen-
tative Glenn Ivey,  Delegate Ashanti Martinez and Michele Eberle, 
discuss the legacy of Medicare and Medicaid and the proposed cuts 
to them that may a൵ect over 400,000 Marylanders' health coverage.

The Three Sisters Garden at Schrom Hills Park in summer 2025

Maglev protest signs

P
H

O
T

O
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 M

A
R

Y
L

A
N

D
 C

O
A

L
IT

IO
N

 F
O

R
 R

E
S

P
O

N
S

IB
L

E
 T

R
A

N
S

IT

They noted that this decision 
does not eliminate the possibility 
of maglev’s future in the U.S., 
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James K. Giese
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He was named 
Greenbelt’s Out-
standing Citizen 
in 2010 and was 
the recipient of 
m a n y  a w a r d s 
f rom planning 
o rg a n i z a t i o n s . 
Giese was known 
for his profes-
sionalism. An ar-
ticle on Giese’s 
long career will 
appear in next 

week’s News Review. A memo-
rial service will be held in the 
Greenbelt Community Church 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, September 
5, with further details to come.

BARC Administration Building
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by Arkansas Senator John Booz-
man (R), the chair of the com-
mittee, who was dismayed that 
the administration had not noti-
fied Congress about the proposal 
prior to USDA Secretary Brooke 
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like it or not, that bill has passed. 
We have to work together now, 
at every level of government, to 
protect our people,” said Ivey. 

Martinez, representing Mary-
land’s 22nd legislative district 
and sitting on the Health and 
Government Operations Com-
mittee, emphasized the state’s re-
sponsibility to step up to protect 
its people. 

“Fortunately, some of the big-
gest cuts won’t hit for a few 
years, but we need to prepare,” 
Martinez said. “Where the federal 

more and address issues like food 
insecurity by creating stronger 
community connections.

McKinney has tended a shared 
plot in Greenbelt’s Gardenway 
community garden for almost 
three years, after about a decade 
of gardening elsewhere, first on 
an apartment balcony and then in 
the town of Cheverly’s gardens 
while she was on Greenbelt’s 

waitlist. 
“It’s definitely my happy 

place,” she said. But as a mem-
ber of the Greenbelt City Coun-
cil, she’s made it a goal of hers 
to get more people gardening.

She hopes that residents can 
use Greenbelt Grows as a net-
work to get information about 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
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Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
AUGUST 8th - 14th

Oh, Hi! (R)  
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (94 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 8:00 PM
Sat. 5:15 PM, 7:30 PM

Sun. 4:15 PM (OC)
Thurs. 7:30 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 6:00 PM, Sun. 3:30 PM

Mon. 2:45 PM, 5:00 PM
Tue. 5:45 PM, Wed. 8:00 PM

Bad Shabbos (NR)  
(CC) (DVS) (2024) (84 mins) 
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:45 PM
Mon. 5:15 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 7:45 PM, Sun. 5:45 PM

Tue. 8:00 PM, Wed. 6:00 PM
Thurs. 7:45 PM

The Last Class  
(NR) (2025) (71 mins) 

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:30 PM, Sun. 6:30 PM

Mon. 3:00 PM, Wed. 5:40 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 8:15 PM

The Parent Trap  
(PG) (1998) (128 mins)

Sensory-Friendly Screening - FREE

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 1:00 PM

The Wiz (G) (1978) (134 mins)
In Partnership with The SPACE for 

Greenbelt’s Emerald City Pride

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sun. 1:00 PM

Make A Circle (NR) (2025) 
(60 mins)

In Partnership with the Maryland 
Association for the Education of Young 

Children - tickets and event info at 
bit.ly/GCmakeacircle

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Tue. 7:00 PM

Blur: To The End (NR) (2024)
Summer Concert Series

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Wed. 7:30 PM

Mr. Peabody & Sherman 
(PG) (2014) (90 mins)

School’s Out Series - FREE
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Thurs. 1:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Oh, Hi!
Iris has met her perfect guy, Isaac, and is enjoying their first 

romantic getaway together ‒ what could go wrong? This clever 
and charmingly odd dark comedy takes on the highs and lows of 
modern dating and the ways it makes us all a little crazy.

Bad Shabbos
An engaged interfaith couple are about to have their parents 

meet for the first time over a Shabbat dinner when an accidental 
death gets in the way. Said critic Bob Strauss of the San Francisco 
Chronicle, “… Bad Shabbos is a treat any night of the week.”

The Last Class
American political economist, professor, author and social media 

sensation Robert Reich is among one of America’s most promi-
nent public intellectuals. The Last Class is a nuanced and deeply 
personal portrait of Reich as he reÀects on a period of immense 
transformation, personally and globally. He is famous for his public 
service, best-selling books and viral social media posts, but he al-
ways considered teaching his true calling. Now, after over 40 years, 
Reich is preparing for his last class. One thousand students fill the 
biggest lecture hall on the UC Berkeley campus, the last class to 
receive Reich’s wisdom and exhortations not to accept that the 
world has to stay the way it is. His belief in the next generation’s 
ability to take on the fight is inspiring.

The Parent Trap
Twins Annie and Hallie (both played by Lindsay Lohan) are 

strangers until happenstance unites them. The preteen girls’ divorced 
parents, Nick (Dennis Quaid) and Elizabeth (Natasha Richardson) 
are living on opposite sides of the Atlantic, each with one child. 
After meeting at camp, American Hallie and British-raised Annie 
engineer an identity swap, giving both the chance to spend time 
with the parent they’ve missed. If the scheme works, it might just 
make the family whole again.

The Wiz
When Harlem schoolteacher Dorothy (Diana Ross) tries to save 

her dog from a storm, she’s miraculously whisked away to an urban 
fantasy land called Oz. After accidentally killing the Wicked Witch 
of the East upon her arrival, Dorothy is told about the Wiz (Rich-
ard Pryor), a wizard who can help her get back to Manhattan. As 
Dorothy goes in search of the Wiz, she’s joined by the Scarecrow 
(Michael Jackson), the Tin Man (Nipsey Russell) and the Cowardly 
Lion (Ted Ross).

Make a Circle
From an award-winning filmmaking team, Make a Circle fol-

lows a group of child care providers who are determined to change 
how society values the education of its youngest citizens. Weaving 
together the magic they create in the classroom, the struggles they 
endure at home and their tireless activism for their profession, the 
film is a moving portrait of life as an early childhood educator and 
a promising blueprint for fixing our broken child care system.

Blur: To the End
Iconic British band Blur comes together to record their first 

album in eight years and prepare for the biggest concerts of their 
career, two sold-out shows at Wembley Stadium. The film includes 
footage of the band in the studio and on the road, plus perfor-
mances of their much-loved, seminal songs.

Mr. Peabody & Sherman
Mr. Peabody (Ty Burrell), the most accomplished canine in the 

world, and his boy, Sherman (Max Charles), use a time machine 
called the WABAC to embark on outrageous adventures. 

Celebrating Peace 
Camp

During the week of July 21 
to 25, I had the wonderful op-
portunity of supporting a Peace 
Camp at Greenbelt Community 
Church. Led by the founders of 
Little Friends for Peace, Mary 
Joan and Jerry Park, the camp 
focused on the themes of caring, 
sharing, cooperating, shining and 
celebrating. It was a joy to wit-
ness 22 campers, ages 5 to 14, 
and 16 counselors (many between 
the ages of 15 and 19) experience 
a calm, creative and fun week 
of learning about and practicing 
peace.

It was inspiring and hopeful to 
be in a space that nurtured peace 
with music, movement, coopera-
tive games, creative arts, sharing 

talents and enjoying the outdoors.
I am full of gratitude to all 

who supported, assisted and en-
abled this peaceful and loving 
experience. 

Patience Robbins

Watch Your Step
In your July 31 story about 

ground bees, having “Not Ag-
gressive” in the headline was 
not a good thought to put in 
bold type above the fold of the 
front page. Why do I say that? 
Well, last month I stepped into 
an ivy-covered area of my gar-
den, a place I’ve put my foot in 
many times, only to be attacked 
by frenzied ground bees (yes, I 
thought they were yellow jack-
ets). They were not visible until I 

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt, 1995-2025!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am – 12midnight;  
Sunday, 9am – 9pm

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

DON’T FORGET TO TIP THE BANDS!

TH 8/07 FRI 8/08 SAT 8/09 SUN 8/10 
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 
Wolf’s Blues Show & 

Sit-In Jam 
6:30 -10pm 

Big, bodacious boogie 
blues jam

The GroovaDelics 
8 - 11pm 

Reggae Blues Rock 
with a Funky Soul 

Vibe backdrop! 

COMMUNITY DRUM CIRCLE, 
 3:30 - 5pm 

Cyphers Band 
8 - 11pm 

Original style & rhythms to 
all new heights & energy 

with an all-star band 

ASL BRUNCH, 10:30am-12pm

The Slade Band
6 - 8pm

 Funky Blues band with deep 
roots in Washington, DC; 
features original, emotive 

songs

MON 8/11 TUES 8/12 WED 8/13 TH 8/14 New Deal Cafe
MEMBERSHIP 

APPRECIATION 

NIGHT, 4-9pm*
LIVE BAND 
KARAOKE

6 - 9pm

NDC Open Mic w/ 
Matt Severson

7 - 9:30pm
Sign-ups at 6:15pm

Play music, read 
poetry…

BOOK CLUB, 11a-12p
Reggie Right Eye 

& The Missing 
Pieces
7 - 9pm

Blues, roots and 
rockabilly

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 
Ayreheart 

7-9pm 
Magical blend of 

lute, bass, violin and 
percussion

IT’S THE CAFE’S 
30TH 

ANNIVERSARY! 
Visit our donagons 
page to help fund 

our October 
celebragon fesgval!

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

Camp Encore Presents 
The Odyssey – Free!

Greenbelt Recreation’s Camp 
Encore invites community mem-
bers to attend free performances 
of an exciting adaptation of the 
epic poem, on August 13 and 14. 
The quick-witted hero Odysseus 
must escape one peril after an-
other: a giant, an enchantress, a 
sea monster, a deadly whirlpool, 
and more. But danger awaits him 
even at his doorstep. Teen actors 
play multiple roles in this new 
production, featuring original 
songs and choreography. 

The first show is on Wednes-
day, August 13 at 1 p.m. and 
the second show is on Thursday, 
August 14 at 7 p.m. The perfor-
mance venue is the Greenbelt 
Arts Center, 123 Centerway. For 
free tickets, visit the Commu-
nity Center business office or 
call 301-397-2208. For more 
information about Greenbelt arts 
programs, visit greenbeltmd.gov/
arts. Programs are supported in 
part by the Maryland State Arts 
Council. 

Motiva Public
Art Dedication

All are invited to join the 
Greenbe l t  Rec rea t ion  Ar t s 
Program on Sunday, August 
10 at 1 p.m., to celebrate the 
collaboration that brought public 
art to the entrance of the Motiva 
apartment community. Meet 
lead artist Erwin Timmers from 
the Washington Glass Studio 
and learn about the concept 
and process behind the piece. 
Timmers’ art focuses on recycled 
and sustainable materials and 
practices. The program takes 
place at the sculpture site on the 
north side of the development 
entrance, 6400 Cherrywood Lane. 
Limited street parking is available 
on Cherrywood Lane. The event 
is hosted by Motiva. In case of 
inclement weather, check the 
event listing at greenbeltmd.gov/
arts for status updates. 

Contribute to A New
Community Art Project

Join the crew from Empact 
Art and the Greenbelt Recreation 
Arts Program for a free Artful 
Afternoon on Sunday, August 
10. At this event, artists of all 
ages are invited to help glaze 
ceramic tiles that will be incorpo-
rated into the surface of the new 
sculpture Joy being constructed 
for the Braden Athletic Complex. 
This workshop will take place 
at Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
Guests are encouraged to sign up 
in advance at sugeni.us/VAbW. 
Walk-ins are welcome as space 
permits. For more information 
about Greenbelt arts programs, 
visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts. The 
sculpture project and associated 
workshops are funded through the 
American Rescue Plan Act. 

Stamp Out Hunger 
Close to Home 

There have been many news 
stories lately about the criti-
cal needs and shortages faced 
by food banks nationally. With 
all the current pressure on food 
banks, the PORCH community 
food drive model is more impor-
tant than ever. PORCH remains 
committed to providing nonper-
ishable food and fresh produce 
to children and their families, 
both throughout the summer and 
beyond, but can only do it with 
the community’s support and 
generosity.

To help keep the shelves 
stocked at the St. Hugh’s food 
pantry, where the need is high in 
these uncertain times, Greenbelt 
PORCH will pick up nonperish-
able food that is placed on porch-
es as scheduled below. For those 
who go on vacation and cannot 
participate in the community food 
drive, contact Robert Goldberg-
Strassler at spreadruak@gmail.
com instead to ensure PORCH 
can fill in any gaps and fully 
serve its partners all summer 
long.

Food placed on porches by the 
time listed will be picked up after 
that time.

Sunday, August 10 – by 11 
a.m. for 1-8 Courts Ridge, 1-8 
Courts Crescent and 1-2 Courts 
Westway

Saturday, August 16 – by 10 
a.m. for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel 
Hill 

Sunday, August 24 (note: the 
fourth Sunday of the month) – by 
4 p.m. for 11-S Ridge Road, 14 
and 16 Courts Ridge Road, 8 and 
10 Courts Southway, Boxwood 
Village and for PAL (PORCH at 
large) members, including former 
Woodland Hills donors. Contact 
Goldberg-Strassler by noon on 
August 24 at SpreadRUAK@
gmail.com. He will come to your 
porch. 

Sunday, August 24 – by 5 
p.m. for Lakeside Drive

Golden Age Club
August Meetings 

The Golden Age Club meets 
on Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.

Here is the schedule of meet-
ings for August.

A u g u s t  1 3  ‒  S p e a k e r :  
Emmalyne Head (Lead With 
Love) re: Housekeeping, Hoard-
ing. Head has a master’s degree 
in environmental engineering and 
a bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering. She is the owner of 
Southern Bell Cleaners, which 
specializes in extreme declutter-
ing, helping seniors, hoarders and 
others return to healthier living 
conditions.

August 20 ‒ Birthday Celebra-
tion.  The Golden Age Birthday 
Potluck Luncheon Committee is 
presenting the August birthday 
luncheon.  Bring a dish to share. 
Birthday celebrants, be ready to 
tell your story.

August 27 ‒ Bingo

Mahjong Group Meets
Weekly on Wednesdays

The Greenbelt Mahjong Group 
meets Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in 
the Senior Game Room in the 
Community Center. Instructional 
classes are offered periodically. 
Check the Fall Recreation Guide 
for details. In the photo, the 
group celebrates National Mah-
jong Week with a cake.

At the Library
The Greenbelt Library is cur-

rently closed to replace major 
HVAC components, with plans 
to reopen on Tuesday, August 12. 
All in-person events scheduled to 
take place during the intervening 
time are cancelled.

Summer Prince George’s
The Washington Nationals 

and the Prince George’s County 
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m 
(PGCMLS) are partnering to 
present Summer Prince George’s 
(SPG), a program for all ages 
that runs through Thursday, 
August 14.

Library customers may register 
for the SPG challenge at pgcmls.
info/summer and log reading, 
event attendance and online re-
source activities to earn badges 
and prizes. This year’s prizes 
include fun art items, T-shirts, 
two Washington Nationals game 
tickets and a free book. Custom-
ers can pick up an SPG paper 
card to track activities or register 
for the challenge on PGCMLS’ 
Beanstack online platform or app.

Pre-K Story Hour
Friday, August 8, 10:30 a.m. 

ages newborn to 5, at the Spring-
hill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 
Cherrywood Lane. Enjoy the 
wonderful world of storytelling. 
Friends and family welcome! Ven 
y disfruta del maravilloso mundo 
de contar cuentos. ¡Amigos y fa-
miliares son bienvenidos! Hosted 
by Greenbelt Branch Library sta൵ 
and Random Unselfish Acts of 
Kindness (RUAK). (Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/13749297.)

Storytimes
Wednesday, August 13, 12:15 

p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/13749350. 

Thursday, August 14, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/13749382.

Books at Bedtime
Wednesday, August 13, 6:30 

p.m. ages newborn to 3. Stories, 
music and activities for children 
with and without special needs. 
Presented by the Prince George’s 
Couty Public Schools Infants 
and Toddlers Program for early 
intervention students and up to 
12 community families. Space is 
available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Registration is for 
interest only and not a guarantee 
of space. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/13749334.

SPG Event: Grow & Go
Thursday, August 14, 11 a.m., 

ages 5 to 8. Grow & Go: A Gar-
den Adventure with Jackie. In 
this interactive library program, 
presented by the University of 
Maryland Extension 4-H, chil-
dren will dive into the world of 
gardening with a story, a craft 
and a hands-on planting activity. 
The program starts with reading 
The Soil in Jackie’s Garden to in-
troduce the basics of how plants 
grow. Afterward, kids will create 
their own colorful flower craft 
and plant a mini lettuce terrarium 
to take home. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/13676774.

Resources
Customers can access Library 

resources with a PGCMLS Li-
brary card number or a LINK 
card number for Prince George’s 
County Public Schools students. 
Virtual library card registration is 
open to Prince George’s County 
residents. Participants can explore 
suggested summer reads on the 
Library’s Beanstack, NextReads 
and Book List platforms.

Cake and mahjong!
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Register Now 
For Rising Stars

Local performers are invited 
to share their talents with the 
community at the Greenbelt La-
bor Day Festival Rising Stars 
Showcase on Sunday, August 31 
at 2:30 p.m. Perform on the main 
stage at the Festival, and have the 
chance to win a cash prize. Find 
out more at Greenbeltlaborday.
com. Register by August 24.

The Greenbelt Labor Day Fes-
tival runs from August 31 to 
September 1.

Park and Ride Free Bus
For Labor Day Festival

Avoid parking problems at 
this year’s Labor Day Festival. 
Park at Greenbelt Elementary or 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
and ride the free shuttle bus. The 
shuttle also calls at Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center, Green-
belt Metro and Greenbelt Station 
Townhouses, running about every 
45 minutes. For more informa-
tion, visit greenbeltlaborday.com.

GCB Begins a New
Season September 8

T h e  G r e e n b e l t 
Concert Band (GCB) 
begins its new sea-
son on Monday, Sep-
tember 8 in Room 201 of the 
Community Center at 6:30 p.m. 
(open house) and 7 to 9 p.m. 
(rehearsal). Join in to reconnect, 
meet new members and kick o൵ 
another exciting season of com-
munity music-making. 

Musicians Wanted
All concert band instrumen-

talists are welcome – especially 
saxophone, trumpet, baritone and 
tuba players. Whether ready to 
play, listen in or just stop by and 
say hello, we’d love to see you. 

Band Aides Needed
Love music and community 

spirit? Join the Band Aides, a 
fun and friendly team supporting 
one of Greenbelt’s most cherished 
musical groups. Band Aides help 
with promoting free concerts 
and events; assisting with set-
up, hospitality and outreach; 
and cheering on the band as 
part of the musical family. No 
musical experience is required 
– just a love for music and 
community. Whether one has a 
little time or a lot, support makes 
a big difference. If interested, 
v is i t  greenbel tconcer tband.
org or email gcb-manager@
greenbeltconcertband.org to learn 
more.

http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://sugeni.us/VAbW
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:SpreadRUAK@gmail.com
mailto:SpreadRUAK@gmail.com
http://Greenbeltlaborday.com
http://Greenbeltlaborday.com
http://greenbeltlaborday.com
http://greenbeltconcertband.org
http://greenbeltconcertband.org
mailto:gcb-manager@greenbeltconcertband.org
mailto:gcb-manager@greenbeltconcertband.org
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Obituaries
Condolences to the family 

and many friends of Greenbelt’s 
longest-serving city manager, 
James K. Giese. 

It is with sadness that we re-
port the death of longtime Green-
belter and member of the News 
Review family, Ian Tuckman.

Our condolences also to the 
family and friends of Greenbelt 
resident William Askew, who was 
killed recently in Laurel. (See 
story page 9.)

Congratulations 
to Kathy Labukas 
on her wins at the 
recent  Nat ional 
Senior Games in 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
Among women 75-
79 she medaled in 
every event she 
swam in, including 
winning 1st place 
in the 200-yard 
individual medley. 
Kathy started com-
peting in swim-

Then they cried out to the Lord 
in their trouble;

He saved them out of their distresses.
Psalm 107:19

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“A requirement for living a life of service to humanity ... 
is constant effort to develop truthfulness, trustworthiness, 

and justice, ensuring that they are ever-present in 
thought and action.”   – Bahá’u’lláh

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review August 7, 2025

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.

Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

August 10, 2025, at 3 p.m.
Upholding Our Vision Through Song:  

The Power of Hymns

 Amelia Peele with Worship Associate  Jim Flaherty

Every time we come together in community, we sing hymns in celebration. They 

surround us with warmth and comfort in their familiarity. But they also unify us in our 

pledge to uphold the vision for peace and justice and to live our commitment to love. 

Come sing with us!

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 BalƟmore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:

CCG1985+owner@groups.io

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GREENBELT

Mass Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

COME TO OUR NEW LOCATION 

A Roman Catholic 

Intentional Eucharistic

CommunityCommunity Center Room 114

15 Crescent Rd

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Season of Rest

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors

Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

ming in 1957 for the Greenbelt 
Sharks, stopped competing after 
high school and took it up again 
in 2023 with the DC Water Wiz-
ards team. She says she’s looking 
forward to competing at the next 
National Senior Games in Tulsa, 
Okla., in 2027.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Kathy Labukas wins medals at the recent 
National Senior Games in Des Moines, Iowa.
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Ian Tuckman

Longtime Greenbelt resident 
Ian Bennett Tuckman died on 
July 21, 2025, at the age of 66. 

Born on April 28, 1959, in 
Delaware, Ian had a lifelong love 
of live music and rarely missed 
a chance to attend a concert. He 
was also a passionate fan of the 
Washington Commanders and 
proudly supported the University 
of Maryland Terrapins basketball 
teams.
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Ian Tuckman

Ian attended DuVal High 
School,  class of  1977,  and 
worked as a circulation man-
ager for the Greenbelt News 
Review for many years. He loved 
connecting with people through 
shared interests and was known 
for his amazing memory. One of 
Ian’s favorite Greenbelt stories 
is having a local street named 
after him in his neighborhood as 
a child.

He is survived by his daugh-
ters, Melanie Robertson (Conner) 
and Tatiana Baldyga (Daniel), his 
grandchildren: Nolan, Lila and TJ 
Robertson and Bennett Baldyga; 
and his sister, Valerie Lynn. He 
was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Morton and Diane Tuckman.

While his journey was not 
always easy, it was uniquely his 
own. A memorial will be held 
in the fall, with more details to 
follow. In honor of Ian’s lifelong 
passion for music and music edu-
cation, donations may be made 
to the Prince George’s Arts and 
Humanities Council at pgahc.org/
donate.

Letters cont'd from p.2
stepped in, but they left me with 
half a dozen really painful stings 
that evolved over the next few 
days into intense itchiness. I’m 
grateful that I am not allergic to 
bee stings. It could have been a 
lot more serious. 

Thanks to your article, I now 
know that these bees don’t attack 
unless threatened but, like me, I 
suspect others won’t even know 
they’re stirring up the bees until 
it’s too late. It’s not unusual to 
notice a front-page headline but 
not have time to read the story. 

Putting “Not Aggressive” in the 
headline was misleading, and, for 
anyone with bee sting allergies 
who didn’t read the whole article, 
potentially life-threatening. Maybe 
more helpful would have been 
“Ground Bees Emerge in Green-
belt. Watch Your Step.” 

Ellen Ternes

Rotary Club Hosts
Disaster Aid USA

The Greenbelt Rotary Club is 
sponsoring a presentation about 
local nonprofit Disaster Aid USA 
(DAUSA). DAUSA Vice Presi-
dent Bill DuBoyce will speak 
about its national and worldwide 
disaster aid and relief mission on 
Thursday, August 14 at 7 p.m. 
in the Community Center, Room 
114. Refreshments and conversa-
tion will begin at 6:30 p.m.

DAUSA was founded in 2010 
by the Rotary Club of Prince 
George’s County to respond to 
disasters across the country and 
the world. It stages trailers and 
equipment across the United 
States, ready to respond to hurri-
canes, wildfires, Àoods and more. 
Responses in 2025 have includ-
ed western Maryland and Texas 
floods and California wildfires. 
DAUSA teams remove debris, 
use chain saws, pump water from 
basements, clean homes, tarp 
roofs and provide meals, sup-
plies and more, free to a൵ected 
residents. The club usually meets 
on Thursdays at the Greenway 
Center IHOP at 8 a.m.

David Craig Raider Roast 
And St. Hugh’s Reunion 

The David Craig Memorial 
Scholarship has been providing 
financial assistance for gradu-
ates of Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School (ERHS) since 1987. Its 
annual fundraiser, the Raider 
Roast, celebrates its 12th year at 
the Greenbelt American Legion 
during the Labor Day Festival. 
The 2025 celebration is combin-
ing with a St. Hugh’s parochial 
school all-classes reunion on 
Saturday, August 30. The public 
is invited to share in the contin-
ued purpose of honoring David 
and his entire family, along with 
past and present awardees, and 
classmates of St. Hugh’s at the 
Raider Roast.   

The fundraiser includes a 
cornhole tournament – registra-
tion will be open until 12:30 p.m. 
on the same day. Bags drop and 
play begins at 1 p.m. A pulled 
pork dinner is scheduled from 4 
to 7 p.m.  

For combo tickets for the tour-
nament entry and meal, or sepa-
rate event tickets, call or text 
Doug Mangum at 301-474-7874 
or email dahammer61@yahoo.
com; or buy them at the Co-op 
Supermarket ramp on Tuesdays, 
Aug. 12 and 19, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.

The David Craig scholar-
ship was founded in 1986 after 
the death of Greenbelter David 
Craig, ERHS alumnus, class of 
1979. The scholarship has now 
been moved to his alma mater at 
Frostburg State. This year’s recip-
ient, John Makinde, was given a 
$3,000 award and will be attend-
ing the University of Maryland.  

To  l e a r n  m o r e ,  g o  t o 
davidcraigmsf.blogspot.com.  

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770
www.myholycross.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study: 11:15 A.M.

Thursday Thrift Store
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://pgahc.org/donate
http://pgahc.org/donate
mailto:dahammer61@yahoo.com
mailto:dahammer61@yahoo.com
http://davidcraigmsf.blogspot.com
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GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, August 11 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION

Call to Order

Roll Call

Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Reading of the Greenbelt Community Pledge

Petitions and Requests

Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations (Items on the 

Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by 

staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)

Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS

Presentations

- Update on Greenbelt Square/7010 Greenbelt Road 

Development Project

* Minutes

Administrative Reports

* Committee Reports

* Forest Preserve Advisory Board Report #2025-02 - Community 

Wild¿re Protection Planning

LEGISLATION

- A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Purchase of Certain 

Goods and Services from Various Vendors as Enumerated Herein 

when Total Fiscal Year Purchases from each Vendor Exceed Ten 

Thousand Dollars;  -2nd Reading, Adoption

- A Resolution to Implement “Save As You Throw” (SAYT) Program 

and Adjust Solid Waste Collection Fees;  -1st Reading

- An Ordinance to Make a Supplemental Appropriation in the Capital 

Projects Fund for the ¿scal year ending June 30, 2026, in the amount 
of one hundred twenty-four thousand eight hundred and sixty-¿ve 
dollars ($124,865) for additional Capital Projects Fund expenditures 
over the FY2026 appropriated amount; -1st Reading, Suspension of 

the Rules; -2nd Reading, Adoption

- A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Purchase of New Fitness 

Equipment for the Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center at the Quoted 

Price of $46,999.50 from Johnson Health Tech North America, Inc.; 
-1st Reading

OTHER BUSINESS

- Authorization for City Manager to Execute Automated Stop Sign 

Enforcement Contract

- Authorize City Manager to Execute Contract for 90% Engineering 
Design Plans for Hanover Parkway Bicycle Facility

- Replacement of Public Works Case Loader and Freightliner w/25cy 

Packer

- Authorization for City Manager to Execute Clear Ballot Contract

- Campaign Signs on City Property

- Discussion of Referendum Questions for the 2025 City Council 

Election

- Discussion on the Continuation of Curbside Food Scraps Collection 

and Local Compost Processing

- Approval of Agreement to Sell Compost Outpost Equipment to 

Compost Crew

- Discussion on National Park Designation for Beltsville Agricultural 

Research Center, Patuxent Wildlife Refuge, and NASA Goddard 

Properties

- Discussion on USDA Public Comment Period on Proposed 

Department Reorganization Plan

- Council Activities

- Council Reports

* Meetings

* Stakeholders

* Replacement of Vandalized Playground Slide 

* Resignation/Appointment to Advisory Board 

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at  

(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit 

www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 

the City calendar for 

all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 

Committees & Boards is an excellent 

opportunity to engage with your 

community and make a difference. 

Choose from a number of committees 

& boards such as the Advisory 

Committee on Education, Advisory 

Committee on Trees, Advisory 

Planning Board, Arts Advisory 

Board, Board of Elections, 

Charter Review Task Force, 

Community Relations Advisory 

Board, Ethics Commission, 

Forest Preserve Advisory Board, 

Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 

Environmental Sustainability, Park 

and Recreation Advisory Board, 

or Youth Advisory Committee and 

make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 

these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

FEATURED PET - JUNIOR 
Ready for Adoption? Call (301) 474-6124. 

Six-year-old Junior has been in a foster home for 
almost a year and is still looking for a forever home! 

Junior (now affectionately nicknamed Juni) has 
insulin-dependent diabetes, but he doesn’t let that 

slow him down. While administering an insulin shot 

might seem scary, Junior takes his medicine like a 
champ. Junior’s foster says he’s a gentle soul. He’s 
super affectionate and loves to be wherever the 

household action is. His favorite activity is sitting by 

the door or window and watching the local wildlife 

and ongoings outside (he’s a great neighborhood 

watch). He also gets along with everyone he meets 

— including his cat and dog foster siblings!

If you’re interested in meeting this jazzy Juni, call 
(301) 474-6124 or email animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov!

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 

DATES & DEADLINES: 2025 CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

First day to receive papers and ¿le nomination petition  8/18

Last day to ¿le nomination petition (by 5pm) 9/22

Date of drawing for placement on ballot – 7pm 9/22

First Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm)  9/26

First day to send out mail-in ballots  10/03

Last day to register to vote (must be received by 4:30pm Upper Marlboro)  10/06

Second Interim Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (by 12pm) 10/24

Early Voting begins . 11/1-11/2

Training session for Election Judges and Clerks 11/03

Election 7am-8pm 1/04

Mail-in ballots must be received by 6pm 11/04

Final Contributions & Expenditures Report (12pm) 11/7

Charter Meeting for swearing-in at 7:30 p.m 11/10

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City Clerk, at (301) 474-8000 or 

e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

MEETINGS FOR AUGUST 11-15

Wednesday, August 13 at 7:10pm, ADVISORY BOARD INTERVIEW

Wednesday, August 13 at 7:30pm, WORK SESSION - RENT 

STABILIZATION

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 

email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 

con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  

www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts for 

more information and many other 

opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a 

weekly e-newsletter, at www.

greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx.

FREE Artful Afternoons.  Sunday, 

8/10, 1:30pm, Springhill Lake 

Recreation Center. Help create the 

colorful mosaic surface that will 

adorn a joyful new sculpture being 

created for the Braden Athletic 

Complex! All ages are welcome. 

Walk-ins welcome as space 

permits.  

Sign up here: sugeni.us/VAbW.

Camp Encore Performs  

“The Odyssey”.  8/13 at 1pm and 
8/14 at 7pm. Greenbelt Arts Center. 
The quick-witted hero Odysseus 

must escape one peril after another. 

Teen actors play multiple roles in 

this exciting production, featuring 

original songs and choreography. 

For FREE tickets, visit the 

Greenbelt Community Business 

Of¿ce or call (301) 397-2208.

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• Motiva Public Art Dedication  

8/10, 1pm. Motiva entrance. 

In case of inclement weather, 

check the event listing on 

www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts.

• Art Share (Meet-Up) 8/10, 

2-3pm. Greenbelt Community 

Center.

• Creative Kids Camp 

Performs “Memory Quest” 

in Central Park 8/15, 10am & 

2:15pm, Greenbelt Community 

Center.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

CCI Block Party. August 9, 12-3pm, 7615 Ora Glenn Dr 

Join a Summer Celebration during CCI’s Block Party with free games, food, 
and prizes!  Register for FREE at https://ow.ly/AKxo50Ww2Jo.

10th Annual Palmer Park Block Party & Resource Fair.  August 9, 11am-
2pm, Parkview Baptist Church, 7900 Oxman Dr. 

Please join Senator Alonzo Washington for the 10th Annual Palmer Park 

Block Party & School Resource Fair! There will be free food, entertainment, 

community resources, and school supplies.

Back to School Backpack Giveaway with Senator Alonzo Washington.  

August 10, 1 pm, SDA Seabrook, 8900 Good Luck Rd 

In collaboration with the Seabrook SDA Church, please join Senator Alonzo 

Washington for a back-to-school Backpack Giveaway!

Career Relaunch Initiative.  August 14, 7pm, SDA Seabrook 8900 Good Luck Rd 

Register for Free: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcEsHeURYwh

oIJWRzNv4IbFev6frQgD34YVo8NQ8pIRQ7XDw/viewform.

8th Annual Community Cuts for Kids.  Sunday, August 17, 2-6pm, Springhill 

Lake Recreation Center. Please join The Burton and Craig Shields Foundation 

for the 8th Annual Community Cuts for Kids (#CCFK)! Children will be able 

to register for a free haircut/styling. There will be free food, entertainment, 

community resources, and school supplies. To register for a haircut or 

hairstyling, please visit: https://www.thecraigshieldsfoundation.org/ccfk-2025-

dmv-registrations.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

In the City of Greenbelt, we remain committed to embracing and celebrating 
the diversity of all. As our nation undergoes change, feelings of pride, 
uncertainty, and even fear may arise. Yet, we stand ¿rm in the pledge that has 
de¿ned Greenbelt since its inception and will not falter.
Learn more at https://www.greenbeltmd.gov/government/know-your-rights-
immigration-resources.

COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE TOWN HALL 

Thursday, August 14, 7-8:30pm 

Greenbelt Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road

Greenbelt Residents Invited to August Town Hall on Community Questionnaire 

Updates.

The City of Greenbelt’s Constituent Services Coordinator, in partnership with 

the Community Relations Advisory Board, invites all residents to a public town 

hall for a discussion on the community questionnaire. This discussion will 

focus on proposed updates to the City’s biennial community questionnaire. 

This is an opportunity for residents to review and provide feedback on changes 

aimed at improving how the City collects data and responds to community 

needs. Your voice matters—help shape how Greenbelt listens and serves!

Contact Gizelle Alvarez at galvarez@greenbeltmd.gov for more information.

CAREGIVER NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT SURVEY

Your feedback will help us better 
understand your needs and how we 
can support you. Scan the QR code or 
visit bit.ly/4e5F6ds to get started! The 
deadline to complete the survey is 
September 3.

For more information, contact Brendy 
Garcia at (202) 670-6497 or bgarcia@
greenbeltmd.gov. 

Brought to you by Dementia Friendly 
America, The Maryland Umbrella 
Group, Prince George’s County 
Health Department, and the City of 
Greenbelt.

PINK PANTRY

The Pink Pantry provides free menstrual products to Greenbelt residents, including 
pads, tampons, and wipes from  trusted brands like Cora, Always, Rael, HoneyPot, 
and more! 

To receive these products, register by contacting Brendy Garcia at (202) 670-6497 
or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

TAKE CONTROL TO REDUCE 
SCAMS:  

CHOOSE YOUR TOOLS OF 
EMPOWERMENT

Learn how to spot and reduce scams, 
increase your cyber awareness, and 
discover tools to protect your personal 
information. Presented by Aileen Kroll, 
a long-time advocate for seniors and 
persons with disabilities. Aileen has 
served as a dedicated social worker 
and, after attending law school, has 
continued her advocacy through legal 
and community support.

Together, we’ll explore how to support 
one another and build a stronger, 
more informed community.

Contact Priya Gardner Lemieux at 
pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov or via 
email at (240) 542-2056.

BACK TO SCHOOL HEALTH FAIR FOR GREENBELT FAMILIES 
Tuesday, August 19 from 10 am - 1 pm 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

Join us for a fun and resource-packed Back to School Health Fair! Must be a 
Greenbelt resident. 

To register, contact Brendy Garcia at bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

LET’S DANCE! 
Sunday, August 17 at 6 pm 

Roosevelt Center, 131 Centerway

Join us for an end of the summer line dancing event! For more information, contact 
Priya Gardner Lemieux at pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2056.

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend 

community organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken 
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after 

being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the 

respective organization directly.
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BARC continued from page 1

Disaster Aid USA:  

A Local Nonprofit with Worldwide Impact

A Conversation on Thursday, August 14 at 7 pm

Starting with refreshments at 6.30 pm

Community Center Room 114

Monthly Speaker Series - 2nd Thursday of the month - greenbeltrotary.org

PUBLIC POLICY VOLUNTEERS

The University of Maryland's Legacy 
Leadership Institute on Public Policy, in 

partnership with the State of Maryland, is 
looking for volunteers age 50+ to serve as 

volunteer legislative leaders during the 

2025-2026 legislative session of the 
Maryland General Assembly.

The twelve-week classroom training (two days per 
week) begins on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, 
and ends on Wednesday, December 3, 2025.

Classes will be held at the University of Maryland 
Extension, 8930 Stanford Blvd, Suite 25, Columbia, 
Md., 21045. The volunteer assignment will be in 
the legislative offices of members of the Maryland 
General Assembly in Annapolis. 

Participants will serve a minimum of two (2) days 
per week starting Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 
and ending Monday, April 13, 2026.

For more information or for an application, contact 
Wesley Queen at wqueen@umd.edu.

Rollins’ July 24 an-
nouncement, a senti-
ment shared by many 
other senators present.

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o 
that criticism, Roll-
ins announced a 30-
day public comment 
period on August 1, 
opening the USDA to 
feedback from stake-
holders until August 
26.

At the hearing, North Dakota 
Senator John Hoeven (R) cited 
the relocation of the Economic 
Research Service and the Na-
tional Institute of Food and Ag-
riculture during the first Trump 
administration as an example of 
proper notice and collaboration 
with Congress.

He said that a year-long re-
view preceded the institutes’ re-
locations, during which time 136 
communities across 35 states 
made the case to be the new 
hosts for the sites, which ended 
up in Kansas City.

Minneso ta  Sena to r  Amy 
Klobuchar (D), the most out-
spokenly critical of the proposal 
at the hearing, also referred to 
those relocations, but said that 
they were “nothing short of a 
disaster,” as a 2023 report by the 
Government Accountability O൶ce 
showed that the o൶ces produced 
fewer reports and took longer to 
process grants as a result of their 
relocation.

With 90 percent of USDA 
workers already located outside 
the National Capital Region, Va-
den argued that those at the four 

offices designated for closure, 
including BARC, would be put 
to better use elsewhere with the 
majority of their colleagues.

But Klobuchar stressed the 
importance of having department 
workers close enough to interact 
with lawmakers and peers in 
other agencies nearby. “You need 
people who can meet with you, 
to go to the White House so that 
you don’t have people that do 
not have the interests of rural 
America making all the deci-
sions,” she said. 

Klobuchar added that the pro-
posal’s impact would be further 
compounded by tari൵s increasing 
the cost of agricultural supplies 
as well as the loss of 15,000 
USDA employees who accepted a 
deferred resignation in May. 

Vaden argued during the hear-
ing that the relocation of the 
local offices had a strong legal 
basis, citing the Use It Act, part 
of the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act signed by President 
Joe Biden in January. The act re-
quires buildings to be at least 60 

The Greenbelt City Council’s 
June 30 worksession with the 
consultants examining the city’s 
economic development and city 
Economic Development Manager 
John Mason showed obvious con-
cern for the federal employee/fed-
eral contractor situation, although 
at that time there was less cer-
tainty than now about the fate of 
the FBI (10,000 sta൵ now staying 
in D.C.), NASA (5,000 positions 
fewer), BARC (all 800 going) 
and the U.S. Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing (1,000 never 
coming).  Compared to January’s 
actual and prospective federally-
related employment, therefore, 
Greenbelt is losing approximately 
17,000 positions: 11,000 that 
would have been new and 6,000 
that impact existing employees. 

Study Findings
Molly McKay, a consultant at 

Willdan Financial and Economic 
Consulting Service, and Rick 
Ammirato, a principal at Civ-
ic Consulting Group, presented 
study findings to council.  They 
described their focus as on shared 
goals and a strong local com-
munity that retains its commu-
nity character.  Their Economic 
Strategic Plan focused on busi-
nesses, rather than on residents, 
and identified gaps: what busi-
nesses feel is missing and what  
resources are needed. They used 
existing data and included a focus 
on the growing local healthcare 
segment, o൵ering nine initiatives, 
of which four (#s 1, 2, 4 and 6) 
were presented (the full document 
is on the city website with the 
meeting agenda at greenbeltmd.
gov). 

Selected Initiatives
Initiative #1: Greenbelt Post-

Covid Resi l ience Stra tegy:  
McKay reported this as having 
been very successful with e൵ec-
tive use of American Rescue Plan 
Act-funded support with money 
strategically spent.

Initiative #2: Greenbelt Busi-
ness Connect Program (Business 
Retention + Attraction): recom-
mendations include outreach to 
programs involving local busi-
nesses, with some outreach al-
ready launched by Mason who 
started work with the city around 
the study’s inception.

Initiative #4: The Greenbelt 
Thrive Marketing Campaign: this 
recommends expansion of an 
incentives toolbox for new and 
expanding business and leverag-
ing state, county and other local 
resources and initiatives.

Initiative #6: Redevelopment 
Strategy: The consultants pre-
ferred Scheme 3 for the Armory, 
a mixed-use municipal/commer-
cial alternative, including city 
offices, commercial space, live/
work units and about 2,500 SF 
of dining alternatives.  They cited 
the Armory as a catalyst that 
could connect the three areas of 
Greenbelt as a central “doorway.”

Reactions
Councilmember Rodney Rob-

erts felt that putting commercial 
space and dining in the Armory 
would merely divert sales from 
existing businesses.  Resident 
Bill Orleans noted that while the 
Armory may be a geographic 
center, it is not the heart of the 
city – Roosevelt Center is.  He 
felt council should instead in-
corporate residents’ input from 
the three community meetings 

City Economic Worksession
Ponders an Uncertain Future

by Cathie Meetre

and not listen as much to outside 
consultants “who didn’t have a 
stake.”  He agreed with Roberts 
that Scheme 3 would detract from 
Roosevelt Center. 

Counci lmember  Danie l le  
McKinney asked whether Green-
belt residents have the skill sets 
needed downstream.  The consul-
tant team noted some mismatches 
and recommended collaborating 
with Employ Prince George’s 
on “upskilling.” Mason echoed 
this later as he noted that only a 
small percentage of Greenbelters 
both live and work in the city 
– meaning it is importing and 
exporting skills.

Economic Development
Following the study presenta-

tion, Mason gave a summary of 
economic activity and his of-
fice’s activities.  He focused on 
Roosevelt Center, and the quest 
for funding for a make-over to 
enhance its appeal.  He sees it 
as the city’s “brand,” the unique 
feature that sets the city apart.

He also focused on rental 
space, responding to Council-
member Amy Knesel that most 
leases were in the five-year range 
and noting that his office uses 
data on lease expiration to sched-
ule visits to businesses that might 

be deciding on location.  He said 
that at least some buildings were 
doing well for rental occupancy 
(though the impact of federal cuts 
is not yet factored in) but did not 
answer Knesel’s question on cur-
rent occupancy statistics.

He noted Greenbelt had a 
large medical and legal business 
focus and that 60 percent of busi-
nesses employ only one to four 
individuals.  Services need to be 
tailored accordingly: for example, 
assistance with county permits 
(provided by his team) is crucial 
to small businesses, whereas large 
businesses would have their own 
specialists.  

Measures of Success
Mason emphasized that they 

were tracking the success of 
their initiatives using metrics to 
pin down concrete gains against 
quantifiable outcomes such as 
leases, occupancy and new busi-
nesses and were poised to pro-
duce an online dashboard to track 
these indicators. He spoke of 
additional funding sources from 
programs administered by banks.  

All participants were aware, 
however, that the coming months 
could derail the best laid plans – 
and it seems likely they already 
have.

Federal Job Losses Threaten Local Economy
Federal employee/contractor job losses from BARC and NASA 

Goddard are of apex jobs, the top of a pyramid composed of many 
others that exist because of them, like electricians, store clerks, 
painters, cleaners, child care facilities, restaurant sta൵ and hairdress-
ers.

Urban Blight 
The closing of Youngstown Sheet and Tube in 1977 (a steel 

manufacturer in Youngstown, Ohio) resulted in only 4,000 lost apex 
jobs, but prompted the domino e൵ect characteristic of the decay in 
its Rust Belt region, with plunging house prices and infrastructure 
decay. It is possible that Greenbelt could be a founding member of 
a new type of blighted region, incorporating once-thriving communi-
ties around the Beltway whose economies melted down as the result 
of reductions or eliminations at NIH, EPA, NOAA and others – all 
agencies using science to improve health and tackle climate issues.

Disappointed Developers
BARC’s approximately 6,500 acres (10.1 square miles) could be 

sold to developers – that’s about 65,000 new homes at average sub-
urban densities of 10 per acre.  Developers might have previously 
welcomed this but if there are no jobs, there are also no buyers. 

See BARC, page  8

The Beltsville Agriculture Research Center 
sign on Route 1
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Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Quality and Affordable 
Emergency Dental Care
$75 emergency dental exam

includes digital x-rays

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

2 BD | 2 BA $410,000

The charming brick end unit 
townhome is the kind of home that 
savvy Greenbelt co-op shoppers can 
wait literally years for. This gem of a 
home is one half of a duplex, with a 
garage on the other end of the row 
that conveys with the sale.

NEW LIST INGS! 

2B Ridge Road

3 BD | 2 BA $329,900

A brick, 3-bedroom end unit 
with an addition, a half bath, 
a huge yard and central air 
conditioning! Savvy buyers wait 
for opportunities like this.

2K Westway

1 BD | 1 BA $150,000

A first �oor 1-bedroom Greenbelt 
co-op home! Fresh paint, a 
renovated bathroom, new �ooring 
in kitchen and bath, and beautiful, 
shiny hardwood �oors make this 
an easy, happy choice for anyone 
looking for a thrifty first-�oor 
home.

6F Research Rd

2 BD | 2 BA $360,000

This spectacularly renovated brick 
co-op townhome in Historic Greenbelt 
has been renovated with exceptional 
care and very high quality materials, 
from top to bottom--including a 
powder room on the entry level.

2J Northway

3 BD | 1 BA $285,000

This charming end-unit Co-
op with garden-ready yard 
is a rare find in the heart of 
Historic Greenbelt. The art-deco 
townhome has bright southern 
light, landscaping designed for 
extra privacy, and a spacious 
yard already set up for home 
gardening.

2 BD | 2 BA $360,000 

This roomy 2-bedroom brick 
Greenbelt co-op townhome has 
been expanded to create a space 
that could be used as a third 
bedroom, or a great home office or 
family room, with a second full bath.

58M Crescent Road

45N Ridge Road

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900

NEW PRICE

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

I recall read-
ing an article in 
t he  News  Re -
view around this 
t ime  las t  year 
that mentioned 
the first record of 
the Greenbelt El-
ementary School 
(then the North 
End Elementary 
School) call for 
used books for 
a sale at the La-
bor Day Festi-
val was in 1965 
(see the August 
15, 2024, issue)! 
As a member of 
the Greenbelt El-
ementary School 
(GES) PTA, I’m 
proud to know 
that we are cel-
ebrating at least 
60 years of relo-
cating used books 
within our community and sup-
porting our teachers and students 
with funds for classroom sup-
plies, field trips, musical equip-
ment and much more. 

I have met many former GES 
parents who have devoted count-
less hours to the organization 
and execution of the Labor Day 
Used Book Sale, and I’m hon-
ored to be a member of their 
elite group. The details of the 
sale have changed from year to 
year, especially during the Covid 
era. I’m sure many in Greenbelt 
share in my relief and joy that 
the sale has come through those 
difficult times and continues to 
regrow through the support of 
many dedicated volunteers. 

This year we will repeat our 
book collection schedule from 
last year, accepting books at the 
back of St. Hugh of Grenoble 
Church on Saturday mornings 
August 9 and 23. We do not 
accept textbooks, magazines or 
magnetic media such as VHS 
tapes or cassette tapes. We do ac-
cept board games, puzzles, CDs, 
video games and vinyl. 

We will open the sale the 
Friday evening of Labor Day 
weekend with a $4 charge for 
hard cover books and $2 for soft 
cover. On Saturday and Sunday, 
books will be half that price, and 
on Monday books are free with 
donations accepted. All leftover 
books will again be donated to 
the Lions Club of Bowie for their 
regular used book sale. Snacks 
and drinks will be available for 
purchase all weekend. 

We welcome volunteers from 
the community who would like 
to help us sort the books on 
donation days or sell the books 

Celebrating 60-plus Years 

Of GES Used Book Sales
by Ellie Twedt

on Labor Day weekend. More 
information and links to the sign-
up pages can be found at tinyurl.
com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale.

Thank you, Greenbelt, for over 
60 years of support, and we look 
forward to selling you many, 
many books again this year. 

Ellie Twedt is co-manager of 
the Greenbelt Elementary School 
PTA Book Sale.

Do you have an idea for a 
project that could benefit the 
Greenbelt community? The Jim 
Cassels Community Service 
Award may be just what you 
need to get started. Now in its 
20th year, the award provides 
$1,500 to local initiatives that 
serve the community in creative 
and practical ways. Previous proj-
ects have included everything 
from an art program at a local 
elementary school to conflict 
resolution workshops, demonstrat-
ing the wide-ranging and positive 
impact the grant has had on the 
Greenbelt community. Previous 
winners may apply again, recog-
nizing that successful programs 
often need ongoing support. 
Whether you want to start some-
thing new or expand an existing 
program, this grant could provide 
the funding you need.

Last year’s award went to 
Greenbelt Makerspace, a group 
focused on reducing waste and 
encouraging repair over replace-
ment. Located in the Granite 
Building, Makerspace o൵ers quar-
terly “repair cafés” where volun-
teers help residents fix everything 
from toasters to jewelry. They 
also run a weekend tool lending 
library. The award helped them 
expand their services to include 
bike repairs.

Another ongoing effort sup-
ported by the award is the Bi-
lingual Pre-K Story Hour, or-
ganized by RUAK. Since 2024, 
this monthly event at the Spring-
hill Lake Recreation Center has 
helped promote early childhood 
literacy in both English and 
Spanish. Greenbelt Library sta൵ 
lead young children and their 
caregivers in stories, songs and 
simple language lessons.

In 2021, Reel and Meal at 
the New Deal Café received the 

Young browsers at the Labor Day Festival book 
sale in 2024
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Grant Available for Projects 
That Help Greenbelt Thrive

by Donna Ho൵meister

award to support its monthly 
screenings of documentaries fo-
cused on social justice, followed 
by community discussions. Prince 
George’s Community Collab-
orative Resolution Center used its 
2020 award to hold conÀict reso-
lution workshops for residents. 
In 2018, the Greenbelt Associa-
tion for the Visual Arts worked 
with fourth graders at Greenbelt 
Elementary to create shadow 
puppets and perform a Ukrainian 
folktale. And in 2015, WAGS 
(Well-Wishers for the Animals 
of Greenbelt Shelter) provided 
workshops about a dog’s or cat’s 
stress signals and safety around 
unfamiliar pets.

Ready to turn your commu-
nity idea into reality? Application 
forms are available on the Green-
belt Co-op Supermarket’s website 
and at the in-store Service Desk, 
though online submissions are 
preferred. The deadline for the 

2025 Jim Cassels Community 
Service Award is September 15. 
Winners will be announced at 
the Co-op’s annual meeting on 
October 18.

The award honors Jim Cassels, 
a longtime Greenbelt resident, 
founder of the present Green-
belt Co-op Supermarket and a 
1978 recipient of Greenbelt’s 
Outstanding Citizen Award. This 
is a chance to carry on Cassels’ 
legacy of community-minded ac-
tion – and to bring a new idea to 
life for Greenbelt. Email project 
coordinator Donna Hoffmeister 
at donna.ho൵meister@verizon.net 
with any questions.

Greenbelt Chess Club
Meetings for August

The Greenbelt Chess Club 
will meet on Tuesdays, August 
12, 19 and 26. The meetings 
will be held at the Youth Center 
from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. The club 
welcomes people of all ages and 
skill levels. To be added to the 
club’s mailing list, go to tinyurl.
com/ycy2nz4m and complete the 
brief form. Email questions to 
greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com.

http://www.mccarldental.com
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
mailto:donna.hoffmeister@verizon.net
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
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MEDICAID continued from page 1 MAGLEV continued from page 1

cold drinks

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

LUNCH IS READY FOR YOU

AT CO-OP

fresh-cut fruit locally-made sushi

caprese sandwich

25% off on

tue. & fri.!

kombucha,

sparkling &

local

August Round-Up Group:

Greenbelt Labor Day
Festival

government folds, Maryland has 
to step up.”

The proposed changes will 
significantly impact the roughly 
331,000 Marylanders making up 
Medicaid’s expanded population, 
as well as immigrants and De-
ferred Action Childhood Arrival 
(DACA) recipients, according to 
Michele Eberle, executive director 
of the Maryland Health Benefit 
Exchange. 

Eberle is a longtime health 
policy expert and explained 
many of the upcoming healthcare 
changes under the OBBBA. 

Beginning in January 2027, 
Medicaid’s expanded population 
will have to verify every six 
months that they are still eligible 
for coverage, a change she esti-
mated will double administrative 
costs and likely lead to coverage 
gaps.

Eberle noted that enhanced 
federal tax credits that help 
70,000 Marylanders a൵ord private 
health insurance are set to expire 
at the end of this year. 

“If Congress doesn’t act, many 
will lose coverage, and it could 
drive up costs for everyone else 
in the marketplace,” she said.

Eberle also explained that im-
migrant communities will be 
hit especially hard. Any DACA 
recipients who were deemed 
lawfully present are no longer 
deemed lawfully present and are 
ineligible for coverage e൵ective 
August 25. She also warned that 
changes to immigrant eligibility 
(October 1, 2026) and the expira-
tion of federal premium tax cred-
its could leave tens of thousands 
without affordable coverage by 
early 2026.

Dr. Sonya Bruton is the CEO 
of CCI Health Services, serv-
ing 45,000 patients last year, of 
whom 58 percent were supported 
by Medicaid. She warned that 
with these cuts, health disparities 
will grow.

“Medica id  i s  a  too l  fo r  
equity,” Bruton said. “So when 
it becomes health equity, it is 
literally a pathway for reducing 
health disparities, for preventing 
illnesses from entering into the 
community and threatening the 
health and well-being of all of 
us.” 

Despite the grim projections, 
the panelists highlighted Mary-
land’s e൵orts to protect its com-
munity. 

Stephanie Klapper, deputy di-
rector of the Maryland Healthcare 
for All Coalition, cited the state’s 
Prescription Drug Affordability 
Board, the first of its kind, which 
now has the power to cap high 
drug prices for all Maryland resi-
dents. She also pointed to Mary-
land’s Easy Enrollment Program, 
which connects people to health 
coverage through tax returns and 
unemployment forms.

Ivey noted that Wednesday’s 
event was part of a nationwide 
effort by House Democrats to 
educate communities about the 
bill’s impact, in which more 
than 100 similar events occurred 
across the country that day. 

“Knowledge is power,” he 
said. “And there’s a lot of misin-
formation we need to fight.”

Attendees hear that federal tax credits that help recipients a൵ord 
insurance coverage will expire at the end of 2025 and that begin-
ning in January 2027, Medicaid recipients must verify eligibility 
twice annually, which may increase administrative costs and cause 
coverage gaps.

but the Baltimore-Washington 
route will not be the one to move 
it forward.

Opponents of the high-speed 
train were extremely happy with 
the news. “This outcome is a 
tremendous victory for our com-
munities,” said Prince George’s 
County (PGC) Councilmember 
Thomas Dernoga in a statement. 

“I fully support the decision 
to cancel the SCMaglev project,” 
said PGC Councilmember Jolene 
Ivey in a statement. “This proj-
ect would have caused serious 
harm to Prince George’s County, 
displacing wildlife, disrupting 
neighborhoods and threatening 
the Patuxent Research Refuge and 
other natural areas.”

There was widespread opposi-
tion to the project in Greenbelt, 
including from the city council, 

because of its potential impact on 
the Forest Preserve.

Many Maryland residents pro-
tested the proposed project, citing 
negative environmental impacts 
and a big price tag (see April 24, 
2025, issue).

Maryland District 22 legisla-
tors also issued a statement say-
ing, “It is the result of relentless 
and unified opposition from our 
community and elected lead-
ers – a coalition of residents, 
advocates, faith leaders, council 
members and state legislators 
who stood together to protect our 
neighborhoods, homes and envi-
ronmental legacy.”

“Let this moment be a re-
minder of the power of public 
engagement and what we can 
achieve when we fight for each 
other,” they added.

P
H

O
T

O
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 C

IT
Y

 O
F

 G
R

E
E

N
B

E
LT

percent occupied, and Vaden said 
USDA’s Washington buildings 
don’t meet that criterion. 

Yet a Greenbelt resident and 
researcher at BARC, who de-
clined to have his name in print, 
said, “we are struggling to find 
offices for everyone,” and Va-
den’s numbers “are absolutely 
irrelevant to BARC.” 

Another talking point of Va-
den’s was that the proposed hub 
cities ‒ Fort Collins, Colo.; Salt 
Lake City, Utah; Raleigh, N.C.; 
Kansas City, Mo.; and Indianapo-
lis, Ind. ‒ would o൵er workers a 
much lower cost of living than in 
areas around the current location. 

But housing in Beltsville is 
cheaper than in Fort Collins, Salt 
Lake City and Raleigh ‒ three 
of the five hubs ‒ according to 
Greenbelt resident and atmo-
spheric scientist Owen Kelly in 
an article published on Greenbelt 
Online. 

“We have a half-baked agenda 
that will almost certainly result in 
worse services for farmers in ru-
ral communities,” said Klobuchar.

Will Hammann is a University 

BARC continued from page 6

of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism in-
terning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.

“Federal changes are coming,” 
Eberle said. “But we are still 
here … to help you and we will 
increase our support.”

Ellie Jornlin is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism in-
terning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.

On Monday, August 4, the 
NASA Goddard Space Flight 
Center (GSFC) union, Goddard 
Engineers, Scientists and Tech-
nicians Association (GESTA) 
announced they have received no-
tification of upcoming closures at 
GSFC from GSFC management. 

Beginning October 1, the visi-
tor center, cafeteria, vending ser-
vices, motor pool services and 
recreation center at GSFC will 
close. 

Goddard Visitor Center to Close;

Other GSFC Closures Announced
Several similar closures of caf-

eteria, motor pool, visitor center 
and others were simultaneously 
announced for Wallops Flight 
Facility, another NASA space 
Àight center, located on Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore.

Bibliophiles Book
Discussion Aug. 13

The Bibliophiles of Greenbelt, 
a nonfiction history book group, 
invites the community to read 
and join in a discussion led by 
Rex Weingarten of the book You 
Are Not American: Citizenship 
Stripping from Dred Scott to the 
Dreamers, by Amanda Frost. The 
discussion will take place at 11 
a.m. on Wednesday, August 13 at 
the New Deal Café.

The entire community is in-
vited to read along, even if they 
can’t attend the meeting ‒ the 
Bibliophiles hope to build com-
munity through shared reading, 
books, ideas and ideals.

For more information, visit 
their Facebook page at: Biblio-
philes of Greenbelt, the New Deal 
Café events calendar or email 
wvcaldwell@gmail.com (put Bib-
liophile in the subject line).

http://anacostiatrails.org
mailto:wvcaldwell@gmail.com
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Incident Summary 
Greenbelt Police reported one 

incident involving Child Protec-
tive Services, one mental health 
incident involving an armed per-
son and six domestic incidents, 
two resulting in arrest, and one 
involving vandalism.

A firearm, found while clean-
ing out belongings, was released 
to Greenbelt Police. Police as-
sisted with a medical emergency 
involving a young child. Evi-
dence was found in reference to 
a sexual assault kit.

Assault
On July 29 at 5:27 p.m. near 

7654 Mandan Road, a tow truck 
driver was attempting to tow an 
illegally parked vehicle when 
the owner of the vehicle jumped 
into the tow truck, stole the keys, 
attempted to run away and as-
saulted the driver. The vehicle 
owner was arrested and taken to 
the Department of Corrections.

On July 30 at 1:01 p.m. near 
6196 Greenbelt Road, a man 
standing in front of the movie 
theater became involved in a ver-
bal altercation with another man 
who struck him in the face.

On August 1 at 8:30 a.m. near 
7816 Hanover Parkway, a woman 
was involved in an argument and 
was struck with a crutch; she re-
fused medical aid.

Indecent Exposure
On August 3 at 2:41 a.m. near 

6142 Springhill Terrace, a woman 
heard a noise at her window and 
saw a man outside exposing him-
self. He ran away, and officers 
searched the area.

Suspicious Auto
On July 29 at 8:10 p.m. near 

5900 block of Springhill Drive, 
o൶cers went to a parking lot to 
look into a report of two possibly 
intoxicated women consuming 
alcohol in a vehicle who then 
drove away.

Theft and Shoplifting
On July 30 at 12:23 p.m. near 

7480 Greenway Center Drive, 
two women left their luggage 
on a bench outside a hotel while 
they went inside to check in to 
their room. When they returned, 
they saw someone rummaging 
through their belongings who 
then drove away with some of 
their items.

On July 31 at 12:11 p.m. near 
7607 Greenbelt Road, a man and 
woman stole merchandise and 
fled in a blue Toyota; at 2:25 

p.m. near 7595 Greenbelt Road, 
two women stole store merchan-
dise and Àed on foot.

On August 2 at 8:36 a.m. near 
7595 Greenbelt Road, a man 
entered the store, stole a large 
quantity of items and drove away 
in a white Chevrolet Suburban.

Fraud
On July 30 near 8009 Mandan 

Road, a mailed check was in-
tercepted and altered; near 6807 
Landon Court, a woman was 
defrauded by an elaborate online 
investment scam.

On July 31 near 6152 Spring-
hill  Terrace, a man noticed 
fraudulent activity in his bank 
statements; his credit card was 
fraudulently used.

On July 31 near 7910 Kara 
Court, a woman lost her bank 
credit card and found several 
unauthorized charges on her ac-
count.

On August 1 near 7817 Man-
dan Road, someone hacked a 
man’s phone and stole money 
from his account, opened a loan 
in his name and ordered items 
from his Verizon account.

Vandalism
On July 30 at 11:40 a.m. near 

Mandan Road and Ora Glen 
Drive, the glass portion of the 
bus stop had been spray-painted 
with red and yellow paint in the 
form of a symbol.

On August 2 at 8:48 a.m. near 
8155 Mandan Terrace, property 
was damaged by a family mem-
ber’s acquaintances. One man 
present had an open warrant for 
assault and was transported to the 
Department of Corrections.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

Three vehicles were stolen: 
on July 29 near 6009 Springhill 
Drive, a 2018 gray Honda Ac-
cord (Md. 3GK0996); near 9123 
Springhill Lane, an Infiniti G35 
(Md. TBG7657); and on August 3 
near 9135 Edmonston Terrace, a 
black Kia Forte (Md. 5GS9114).

Stolen Vehicles Recovered
On July 28 near Lake Drive 

and Greenbrook Drive, a Hyundai 
Elantra was located with ignition 
damage after being stolen the 
previous day.

On July 30 near 7016 Megan 
Lane, by using an Apple AirTag 
a man located his 2024 Honda 
Civic, which had been stolen a 
few days prior.

Theft from Auto
On July 29 near 5908 Cherry-

wood Terrace, a 2010 Infiniti G37 
was broken into overnight and 
found with items missing.

On August 1 near 7301 Morri-
son Drive, a vehicle window was 
broken and items stolen.

Vandalism to Auto
On July 29 near 61 Ridge 

Road, a 2016 Toyota Sienna had 
a window broken with nothing 
taken.

A 33-year-old 
Greenbelt man was 
killed in a shooting 
that occurred Friday, 
July 25 in Laurel. 

At approximately 
10:20 p.m. on July 
25, o൶cers respond-
ed to a shooting in 
the 13200 block 
of Laurel  Bowie 
Road in the unin-
corporated section 
of Laurel. They lo-
cated William De-
nard Askew in the 
roadway near the shooting scene, 
su൵ering from gunshot wound(s). 
He died on the scene. 

Askew was a resident of 
Breezewood Drive. His family 
called the killing senseless and 
say his life mattered and he 
deserves peace and justice. “His 
mother is completely devastated 
— overwhelmed with grief and 
unable to face the burden of 
laying her son to rest alone,” 
says Askew’s aunt in an online 
fundraiser (gofundme.com/f/

33-year Old Greenbelt Man

Killed Friday in Laurel Shooting
justice-and-peace-
for-william-denard-
askew). Services for 
Askew were held on 
Thursday, July 31.

De tec t ives  a r e 
working to determine 
a motive and iden-
tify a suspect in the 
shooting. A reward 
of up to $25,000 is 
being o൵ered for in-
formation that leads 
to an arrest and in-
dictment.

Anyone with in-
formation on this case who would 
like to speak to a Homicide Unit 
detective may call 301-516-2512. 
People can also leave anonymous 
tips by calling 1-866-411-TIPS 
(8477), visiting pgcrimesolvers.
com or using the P3 Tips mobile 
app. Refer to Case Number: 25-
0040942.

Information for this article was 
drawn from a Prince George’s 
County Police Department press 
release.

William Denard Askew
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LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 

A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 
OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 

Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 

DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 

EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Incidents reported here occurred July 28 - August 3, 2025. Readers are encouraged to contact the 
police if they have information that may aid in an inquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 
or email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

       

6               b       e       d       /               2       .       5       -        b       a       t        h               h       o       m       e               w       /               r       e       m       o       d       e       l       e       d               k       i       t        c       h       e       n       ,       
u       p       d       a       t        e       d               b       a       t        h       r       o       o       m       s       ,               a       n       d               n       e       w               f        l       o       o       r       s       .               M       a       j       o       r       
u       p       g       r       a       d       e       s               i       n       c       l       u       d       e               n       e       w               r       o       o       f        ,               s       i       d       i       n       g       ,               w       a       t        e       r       
h       e       a       t        e       r       ,               &               m       o       r       e       .               C       o       z       y               g       a       s               f        i       r       e       p       l       a       c       e       ,               s       c       r       e       e       n       e       d       
p       o       r       c       h       ,               &               o       u       t        d       o       o       r               p       a       t        i       o       .               C       l       o       s       e               t        o               p       a       r       k       s       ,               l       a       k       e       ,       
s       h       o       p       s       ,               &               t        r       a       n       s       p       o       r       t        a       t        i       o       n       !             

       
For Sale:        
110 Julian Court       
Greenbelt, MD 20770       
$599,999     

       
M       e       l       a       n       i       e               C       a       n       t       w       e       l       l       

R       e       a       l       t       o       r       
C       :               2       4       0       -       4       7       0       -       5       9       1       1       
O       :               3       0       1       -       4       4       1       -       9       5       1       1     

       
m       e       l       a       n       i       e       .       c       a       n       t       w       e       l       l       @       l       n       f       .       c       o       m       

9       0       9       4               b       a       l       t       i       m       o       r       e               a       v       e       
c       o       l       l       e       g       e               p       a       r       k       ,               m       d     

       

        

Seller is       

offering 10K       

decorating       

credit!     

 

 
GHI Closed Meeting – starts at 7:00 p.m. - closed to members and visitors 

a) Approve Minutes of the GHI Closed Meeting Held on June 12, 2025 & July 17, 2025 
b) Member Matters 
c) Financial Matters 
d) Contract Matters 

 
 
GHI Open Meeting – starts after GHI Closed Meeting - open to members and visitors 

a) Approve Minutes of the GHI Open Meeting Held on June 12, 2025 & July 17, 2025 
b) Statements of Closed Meetings Held on July 17, 2025 & August 14, 2025 
c) YARDI Task Force Presentation 
d) Sustainability Committee Charter 
e) 2025 Second Quarter Financial Statements 
f) Member Handbook Presentation 
g) Motion to Hold a Closed Meeting on September 18, 2025 

 
 

GDC Open Meeting – starts after GHI Open Meeting - open to members and visitors 
      a) Approve Minutes of the GDC Open Meeting Held on June 12, 2025 

b) 2025 Second Quarter Financial Statements 
     

    Members and visitors who wish to attend the Open meetings must register in advance via  
   the following link: 
    https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtd-uuqzoiG9XHGq9rswP_N9LZj33gbi9r 

    

   After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining  

   the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  
 

 

 
  

  

 

 
 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
Meetings of the GHI Board of Directors 

on August 14, 2025 
 
 GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 

GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

To request a sign language interpreter for a board meeting,  
go to http://www.ghi.coop/content/interpreter-request-form, 
or go to the GHI Office (One Hamilton Place) or contact us 
by phone (301-474-4161) or fax (301-474-4006). 

Regular Board meetings are open to Members 
For more information, visit our website: www.ghi.coop 

 

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

https://www.gofundme.com/f/justice-and-peace-for-william-denard-askew
https://www.gofundme.com/f/justice-and-peace-for-william-denard-askew
https://www.gofundme.com/f/justice-and-peace-for-william-denard-askew
https://www.gofundme.com/f/justice-and-peace-for-william-denard-askew
http://pgcrimesolvers.com
http://pgcrimesolvers.com
mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certi¿ed Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review o൶ce 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $11.50/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($17.25). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review o൶ce. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST – Com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must 
have a following. Call Dominick  
301-980-9200.

MERCHANDISE

MICROWAVE OVEN – Nostalgia 
brand, 0.7 cu. Ft., 700 W, retro red, in-
cludes manual. Perfect for dorm room. 
$50. Text 240-623-4423 (Corrected 
phone number).

NOTICE

MISHKAN TORAH is excited to wel-
come you for the High Holidays this 
year. Rosh Hashanah is on 9/22-24 and 
Yom Kippur is on 10/1-2. We have a full 
program of services and activities for 
you to ring in 5786 – in person at our 
synagogue in Greenbelt or on Zoom. 
Members and non-members welcome. 
Learn more from our information page, 
available at MishkanTorah.org

HOW SAFE IS YOUR WIRING? – 
Ask SaferGreenbelt.com.

PETS

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION 
KITTY? – Please consider MINK. 
Sleek, gray, neutered male with ex-
pressive yellow eyes. Approximately 
two years old. Loves humans, play and 
watching TV. All annual vaccinations. 
FIV, FeLV, Heartworm Negative. Inside 
only. For more information, call or text 
240-423-8801.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM FOR RENT – Montpelier, Lau-
rel (o൵ Laurel-Bowie Road), upstairs, 
female preferred, nonsmoker, fully 
furnished, a/c, 16’6”x12’. Access extra 
sitting room across from you. Spacious 
kitchen with refrigerator and cabinet 
for you. Victorian living room; laundry 
room o൵ kitchen; patio. $850 includes 
utilities, month-to-month lease; first 
and last. Nancy 301-676-3996.
HOUSEMATE WANTED in Old 
Greenbelt townhouse. Sunny, spacious 
bedroom 14’x15’. Ground Àoor, gar-
denside. Private entrance. Private bath. 
Walk-in closet. Shared kitchen, laundry, 
and dining-living room. Street parking. 
Resident owner upstairs: semi-retired 
consultant, quiet, male. No pets. $950/
month including utilities. Furnished or 
unfurnished. Available now. 850-217-
0677 or brb1787-a@yahoo.com.
SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning o൵ered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

H O U S E  C L E A N I N G  –  
Melody Dodson. Greenbelt references.  
301-256-6937.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropo൵, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all Àooring products. Specializing 
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customÀooringllc.net.
HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, Àoor, more. 443-404-0449.
CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven 
days a week. By a lifetime animal lover 
and caregiver. O൵ered for dogs, cats, 
and other small animals. Call Kim at  
301-520-6708 for appointment or with 
any questions.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.
SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
LLC and HANDYMAN – Service 
calls, EV chargers, Heavy ups and other 
electrical needs. Call 240-704-4993.
FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION – 
Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, slides 
to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT tapes 
to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-
318-5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover. www.Kellahermaintenance.
com.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – with over 20 years of expe-
rience. New installation and repair 
work. Call D&M Electrical Services 
301-346-5335.

SHAMROCK JUNK REMOVAL – 
Call 301-318-5472.
HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration.  831-247-0043, www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.
SWIM & SPLASH WITH LI’L DAN! 
– Private swim lessons with Li’l Dan 
help swimmers of all ages – from 6 
months to adults – build confidence, 
develop skills, and enjoy the water in 
a safe, supportive environment. Ready 
to take the plunge? Contact Li’l Dan 
today for more info: 240-643-3768, 
dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com.
ESTATE PLANNING AND ADMIN-
ISTRATION, LLC – Wills and trusts, 
Md. licensed attorney Naomi Littlefield 
Law, LLC, 202-246-1072, https://
naomilittlefieldlaw.weebly.com.
COMPASSIONATE HOME CARE 
COMPANION – Providing loving, 
reliable, trustworthy, devoted care 
for your loved one. Call Mandy at  
301-675-4487.
YARD/MOVING SALES

LAST CHANCE YARD SALE – Sat-
urday August 9, 9 to 2, 56-H Crescent 
Road. Books, CDs, DVDs, kitchen-
ware, hardware, holiday items and or-
naments, 2 wood bookcases, 2-drawer 
file cabinet, Baronet end tables, up-
holstered armchair, director’s chair, 2 
wooden chairs, couch, stereo/record 
shelf unit, vintage Victrola, hundreds of 
78 rpms records, artwork, tools, Weber 
grill, knickknacks, lamps, 2 folding 
metal rectangular tables, men’s jackets. 
Cash or check only. All indoors.

http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
http://MishkanTorah.org
http://SaferGreenbelt.com
mailto:brb1787-a@yahoo.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
mailto:dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com
https://naomilittlefieldlaw.weebly.com
https://naomilittlefieldlaw.weebly.com
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GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 

Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 

Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 

GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703














    

      

    
 
   












  
 

   
   
     



    
    


    
   
  


    






     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 



 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 

 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 

Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Donald V. BorgwardtDonald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P.A. BB

Family 

O w n e d

Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

Family owned  
and operated

4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

How safe is your wiring?

Ask SaferGreenbelt.com

GARDEN continued from page 1

gardening and also to share pro-
duce with those who may need it.

Shaymar Higgs, founder and 
executive director of The SPACE: 
Free Art for All, said that’s ex-
actly what he’d like to see in 
Greenbelt. 

“I always have plants that I’m 
trying to give away, cuttings that 
I’m trying to give away. There 
isn’t really a channel for that, 
or even for tool sharing,” Higgs 
said. “It would be nice to have 
those kinds of channels.”

He also has a plot on Gar-
denway where he grows plants 
native to Maryland and plants 
that are part of local African 
American history, and he’s started 
his own initiative to encourage 
gardening in Greenbelt.

Gardens as Therapy
His initiative, called Real 

Men Grow, focuses on im-
proving men’s mental health 
by getting men in the garden 
and comfortable  in  nature.  
“Gardening is so therapeutic and 
takes you out of the crazy, arti-
ficial world and brings you back 
to the natural environment which 
we’re all from,” he said.

An Invasive Native
But Higgs also wants to use 

his platform as a gardener and 
community activist to educate 
people on the harm caused by, in 
particular, the red trumpet vine, 
which he often sees other garden-
ers growing. 

The plant is popular for its 
large, trumpet-shaped red Àowers, 
because they attract humming-
birds and because they’re easy 
to grow. But the plant, though 
native to this area, is also inva-
sive, grows aggressively and has 
strong roots that make it hard to 
remove.

“That stu൵ destroys your gar-
den,” Higgs said, likening the 
plant to zombies because cuttings 
can grow on their own. 

He said that he thinks that the 
plant should be outright banned, 
but hopes to introduce people to 
alternatives such as the cardinal 
climber, another form of vine 
with a red flower that attracts 
hummingbirds but isn’t so detri-
mental.

Tree Encroachment 
Another challenge facing 

Greenbelt’s community gardens 
is the gradual encroachment of 
trees, foliage and development 
on the garden space perimeters, 
slowly shrinking the size of the 
gardens, according to Ellen Bas-
tio, president of the Greenbelt 
Community Garden Club for the 
last two years. 

The club, formed in 1938, 
administers three locations includ-
ing the Gardenway space where 
McKinney and Higgs garden and 
where Bastio served as coordina-
tor for three years prior to her 
term as club president.

Bastio said that the waiting 
list for community garden plots 
has consistently numbered at 
around 20 people over the last 
few years, so reclaiming former 
garden space is a pressing issue.

City Support
This year, Greenbelt’s Public 

Works Department felled several 
trees and replaced them with na-
tive shrubs, restoring some sun-
light to the plots where shade had 
made growing di൶cult. 

The department also mows the 
grass on the garden perimeters, 
and provides supplies like wood 
chips and mulch collected from 
other maintenance activities.

But conflicts, such as the 
health of Greenbelt’s forest pre-
serve and whether or not the city 
has funds to spare, complicate 
the matter.

“As a community, that’s our 
biggest challenge right now,” said 
Bastio.

McKinney hopes that through 
Greenbelt Grows, residents can 
be empowered to make an im-
pact on issues like preserving the 
community gardens as well as 
combatting food insecurity and 
promoting healthy eating and 
recreation. 

She, Bastio and Higgs, all of 
whom have Greenbelt community 
garden plots, are out gardening 
almost every morning. “It’s a 
mental health break from the 

world,” said Bastio.
Being responsible for their 

own plots means they can all 
realize their own vision. Higgs 
went so far as to build a pond 
in his plot to increase biodiver-
sity, which helped adapt to the 
area’s swampish environment. 
“Everyone has a water problem 
back here,” said Higgs. “I’m like, 
why don’t you just work with 
nature?” 

Volunteer Opportunities
For those who want to garden 

but might not be prepared for so 
much commitment, there are vol-
unteer opportunities in the three 
Three Sisters Gardens (located at 
Schrom Hills Park, the Commu-
nity Center and Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center), which are 
managed by CHEARS, a partner 
of Greenbelt Grows. There is no 
waitlist and there are no fees, un-
like for the community gardens, 
where the club has to charge gar-
deners between $15 and $37.50 
per year depending on the square 
footage of their plot in order to 
keep things running. 

The Three Sisters Gardens 
are where Greenbelt  Grows 
holds their workshops. They held 
one on Saturday, July 26 at the 
Schrom Hills Park location focus-
ing on container and transitioning 
gardening for planting in the fall, 
and there are more to come. 

Will Hammann is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism 
interning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.

Cra�, Vendor Show
Coming to Fire Hall 

The Spooktacular Craft and 
Vendor Show is coming to the 
Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 125 Crescent Road, on 
Sunday, October 26 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

The Greenbelt FVD Ladies 
Auxiliary, hosting the event, has 
a few tables still available to rent.  
Email Kim Lewis at gvfdrsla@
gmail.com for reservation infor-
mation and inquiries.

The craft and vendor show 
is filled with wonderful arts and 
crafts. Get a head start on holiday 
shopping.

Find More Peace
Through Meditation

Katrina Boverman, a longtime 
meditation instructor with the 
SAGE program, and the Mishkan 
Torah Synagogue Sisterhood are 
offering summer Guided Medi-
tation classes via Zoom only. 
Classes are held from 3:45 to 
4:45 p.m. every other Monday 
through August 25. There is no 
charge; donations are welcome. 
For more information email Ka-
trinaboverman@yahoo.com or 
call 301-641-1035.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
http://r1md.com
mailto:gvfdrsla@gmail.com
mailto:gvfdrsla@gmail.com
mailto:Katrinaboverman@yahoo.com
mailto:Katrinaboverman@yahoo.com
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Pictured from left: Andres Gingles (principal attorney, Gingles, 
LLC); Marilyn Coolidge (corporate retail real estate executive); 
Kristen Weaver (mayor pro tem); Todd Turner (executive director, 
O൶ce of Ethics for Prince George’s County, former county coun-
cilmember and Beltway Plaza Wall of Fame honoree); Judith “J” 
Davis (former mayor and Beltway Plaza Wall of Fame honoree); 
Matt Tedesco (attorney, McNamee Hosea, P. A.); Larry Taub (at-
torney, O’Malley, Miles, Nylen & Gilmore); Bob Kim (attorney, 
McNamee Hosea, P.A.); and Nancy Catron (broker/principal, 
Catron Real Estate, Inc.)

A tree was planted on July 27 
at Buddy Attick Park in honor of 
Marc “Kap” Kapastin, longtime 
general counsel for Quantum 
Companies (owner of Beltway 
Plaza) and a friend of Greenbelt 
for many years. An obituary was 

Buddy Attick Tree Planting 

Honors the Late Kap Kapastin
by Kristen Weaver
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On July 30, Lauren Silberman, Greenbelt’s Agatha-award-winning 
author, met with the Greenbelt Golden Age Club. Silberman re-
ceived the 2023 Agatha Award for Best First Novel for Crime and 
Parchment. She discussed aspects of writing focusing on both her 
cozy mystery series (which she publishes as Daphne Silver) and her 
non¿ction books under her own name. There were many many ques-
tions from members ‒ apparently the club has a wealth of future 
authors. Above, Silberman speaks to Tissa Rogers after her talk.
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Local Mystery Book Author 

Meets with Golden Age Club

The grounds of El-
eanor Roosevelt High 
S c h o o l  h a v e  w e l -
comed thousands of 
students in the last six 
years. While the vol-
ume of students has 
not changed, with an 
attentive eye a pass-
ersby would notice 
that the school land-
scape has blossomed 
thanks to a legion of 
student volunteers who 
have planted over 80 
trees on campus in 
that time. Prior to the 
pandemic, members of 
the class of 2020 re-
invigorated the former 
Garden Club. Louisa 
El l ison and Nicole 
Miko spearheaded the 
e൵orts and renamed the 
group the Shrub Club, 
while Jamie Kraske, 
Bolu Ogunneye, Co-
rina Miko and Caitlin 
Shoemaker contributed 
to the club’s initial 
projects. They began 
with pruning existing 
plants around campus 
in 2018 and partnered 
with Greenbelt’s Public 
Works Department to 
improve the plantings 
between the school 
fields and Greenbelt 
Road. The first new 
trees – three eastern 
redbuds – were in-
stalled on March 17, 
2019, as the Shrub 
Club collaborated with 
the Arbor Day Every 
Day program under 
the support of then 
pr inc ipa l  Regina ld 
McNeill. More plant-
ings occurred in the 
spring of 2020 before 
the coronavirus halted 
in-person activities for 
students.

While county policy 
still prevented Prince 
George’s County Pub-
lic Schools (PGCPS) 
students from partici-
pating in volunteer 
activities in the fall of 2021, 
Roosevelt alumni filled the void 
as the University of Maryland 
(UMD) student group Flower 
STEM, founded by 2019 ERHS 
alum Vincent Lan, helped or-
ganize, fundraise and complete 
a planting and painting project 
at Roosevelt. Lan partnered with 
fellow Roosevelt alumni includ-
ing Orven Cruz, Selah Thom, 
Adrian Seemangal, Noah Ab-
salon, Kevin Lopez-Piñeda and 
Christus Quidlat, along with other 
UMD students to complete two 
murals – one inspired by a night 
sky and the other a cherry tree – 
and plantings. Kamalani Sittman 
and Ryan Mesidor, ERHS class 
of 2021, designed the tree mural 
while Jasmine Williams of UMD 
designed the sky mural. The Sci-
ence, Discovery and the Universe 
Scholars Program, led by UMD’s 
Erin Michelle Thomson, provided 
additional volunteer support to 
complete the planting of over 
10 trees inside the fence of the 
football field.

Since 2021 more trees have 
been added along the main field’s 
fence, along the school’s primary 
driveway, on parking lot islands, 

ERHS Beautification Projects
By Students: Past, Present, Future

by Patrick Gleason

behind the stadium and near the 
steps that descend from Green-
belt Road. These plantings would 
not have been possible without 
countless students – Shrub Club 
members and student volunteers 
alike, especially members of the 
ERHS girls soccer team, who 
have completed a team service 
project alongside the Shrub Club 
each of the last four autumns.

New plantings include crape 

myrtles, sweetbay mag-
nolias, tulip magnolias, 
kwanzan cherries, weep-
ing cherries, maples, 
river birches, eastern red 
cedars and bald cypress.

This past fall Roo-
sevelt students collabo-
rated with UMD’s Good 
Neighbor Day to plant 
15 cedars behind the 
track on the football 
field’s near endzone. 
Rising seniors Filbert 
Tettekpoe, Andrea Bem-
pah, Tewobstya Tsegaye 
and Kaho Maeda con-
tinue Ellison’s work as 
leaders of the Shrub 
Club, while the efforts 
of the ERHS soccer vol-
unteers have also al-
lowed for all but two 
of the school’s tempo-
rary classrooms to be 
painted. The painting 
projects will finally be 
completed this fall – 
culminating seven years 
of school beautification 
efforts, while planting 
and pruning are likely 
to continue enhancing 
the school environment.

The graduating class 
of 2025 contributed 
significant efforts from 
m e m b e r s  i n c l u d i n g 
Leia Barton, Joemeline 
Mbah, Alyssa Casey and 
Grayson Hough. And 
much of the painting 
over the years came 
from the hands of the 
classes of 2019 and 
2020, including Dur-
sha Ragunanthan, Ni-
dhiksha Ragunanthan, 
Thanusha Ragunanthan, 
Sophia  Dada,  Nyah 
C lay  and  l ead  a r t -
ist Maerielle Batugo. 
ERHS 2022 graduates 
Meegane Konchou and 
Man Lun helped design 
and execute an addi-
tional mural in the fall 
of 2021, while ERHS 
coaches Ian Gleason, 
Jerrold Joyner and AJ 
Sesay have contributed 

to multiple projects.
There are countless others to 

thank and credit for the school 
beautification e൵orts that future 
generations of students will hope-
fully continue. A rising Roosevelt 
senior recently said, “Whenev-
er I walk by that tree with my 
friends, I tell them – I planted 
that!” Anyone can plant a tree, 
while the entire community ben-
efits from its presence.

published in the News Review 
on July 18, 2024. The dedication 
took place on July 15.

The plaque reads “Kap Kapas-
tin, June 29, 2024, Real Estate 
Gentleman and Treasured Friend.” 

A mobile pet vaccine clinic in the parking lot at 
CVS at Greenway Center on Sunday, June 15
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Two fawns wait patiently in a Boxwood 
Village back yard for their mother to 
return on Tuesday, July 15.

Great blue heron reÀected in the 
lake at Buddy Attick Park
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Kaho Maeda and Ally Hernandez work with friends 
to plant a maple in the fall of 2023.

Tewobstya Tsegaye (right) has helped complete plant-
ing projects at ERHS each of the last three years.

- Photos by Filbert Tettekpoe


