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Inside Stories

AI Classes at 

SHLRC, p.7

Campers and Em-

pact Art, p.12

See BARC PLANS, page  6

See PAYOUT, page  7

What Goes On

Monday, August 4 
7:30 p.m . ,  City Council 
Worksession: City Manager 
Update, followed by Spe-
cial Meeting/Closed Session:  
Personnel/Legal Matters,  
Municipal Building
Wednesday, August 6 
7:30 p.m., Council Work-
session: Council Operations,  
Adminis t ra t ive  Process-
es, Committees and Rules,  
Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

Greenbelt residents met Satur-
day in the Greenbelt City Council 
chambers for an emergency meet-
ing in response to the potential 
closure of the Beltsville Agricul-
tural Research Center (BARC) 
(see story below).

The meeting was swiftly coor-
dinated by residents via Facebook 
and email, resulting in a turnout 
of nearly 100 people, including 

Last week we heard from a 
resident about how ground bees 
were being treated in Greenbelt, 
after seeing workers spray a nest 
with RAID. “While their sudden 
appearance may have caused 
alarm, most ground bees are 
native, nonaggressive pollina-
tors that pose little to no risk 
to the public,” said the read-
er. “Unlike wasps or hive bees, 
ground bees are solitary and 

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Brooke Rollins on July 24 an-
nounced a “complete reorganiza-
tion” of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) that will in-
clude closing the Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center (BARC). 

Citing goals of efficiency 
and more-a൵ordable cost of liv-
ing, Rollins said USDA will be 
“moving our key services outside 
Washington, D.C.” and relocating 
much of the Washington, D.C., 
area workforce to ¿ve hub loca-
tions: Raleigh, N.C.; Kansas City, 
Mo.; Indianapolis, Ind.; Fort Col-
lins, Colo.; and Salt Lake City, 
Utah. There will also be reduc-

Former Superintendent Millard 
House II received a payout from 
Prince George’s County Public 
Schools (PGCPS) of $877,578.70, 
almost $150,000 more than pre-
viously known or estimated 
by news reports. On July 24, 
the News Review reported that 
House must have received at 
least $733,992, which we calcu-
lated based on our projections 
of 24 months of his salary with 
annual cost of living adjustments, 
noting that how much it exceeded 
that by was unknown. The sepa-

Greenbelters Hold Emergency
Meeting about BARC Closure

by Will Hammann

Seasonal Ground Bees Emerge
In Greenbelt, Not Aggressive

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

BARC Will Be “Vacated” 
In USDA Reorganization 

by Deanna Dawson 

Former Superintendent’s Payout 
From PGCPS Totals $877,578.70 

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

In the foreground, Creative Kids Camp participants Gwyneth 
McElhenny (left) and TC Sheu have fun browsing the News 
Review archives. In the background are James Platt (obscured 
by screen) and Nolan Fendlay. See story, page 12.
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Beltsville Agricultural Research Center

A miner bee working at the lake peninsula on Friday, July 25.

A crowd gathered in the council chambers for a meeting to respond to the news of BARC's closure. 
Speaking from the back wall is U.S. Representative Glenn Ivey.

rarely sting unless directly pro-
voked.” We reached out to local 
bee expert Jay Evans to ¿nd out 
more.

“Ground bees are very sea-
sonal and often confused for 
yellow jackets,” explained Evans, 
an award-winning research ento-
mologist at USDA’s Bee Lab at 
Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center. 
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tions and consolidations of o൶ces 
and sta൵. 

D.C. area offices slated to 
close are BARC, the George 
Wash ing ton  Carver  Cen te r 
(GWCC) in Beltsville, Braddock 
Place in Alexandria and the South 
Building in D.C. Once vacated, 
these facilities will be returned 
to the General Services Admin-
istration. Area o൶ces that USDA 
plans to retain include the Whit-
ten and Yates Buildings in D.C.

Beltsville Facilities 
A memo that accompanied 

Rollins’ YouTube announce-
ment stated that BARC, a USDA  

ration agreement related to his 
departure, shared in response to 
a Public Information Act request, 
contained no financial figures 
whatsoever, leading to report-
ing of approximate ¿gures, such 
as “at least $730,000,” by the 
Washington Post, for example. 
On Thursday, July 24, the News 
Review received supplemental 
information related to our public 
information act requests show-

ing that the payout was over 
$877,578. 

“To this o൶ce’s best knowl-
edge and understanding, the 
final severance payout to for-
mer Superintendent House was 
$877,578.70,” stated the letter to 
the Greenbelt News Review from 
Sally Robinson, associate general 
counsel for PGCPS. “At the time 

several public o൶cials, crowding 
the council chambers.

“I want to be clear that this 
meeting is a grassroots meeting,” 
said resident Aileen Kroll, who 
moderated the discussion, “and 
the purpose of this meeting is for 
us to talk about what it is that 
we want to see happen in very 
concrete ways.”

The closure of BARC was an-

nounced July 24 by Secretary of 
Agriculture Brooke Rollins, who 
said that three Department of 
Agriculture o൶ce spaces in the 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
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treasurer; Carol GrifÏth, Erica Johns and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.

- Tuesday 6 p.m. Classi¿ed ads and camera-ready display ads.
-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 

may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 

external ofÏce door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION: $55/year

News Review
Greenbelt

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday and Tuesday, 2 - 4 p.m.

GNR external ofÏce door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the Municipal Building.

STAFF

Matt Arbach, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Laura Bonkosky, Jerry 

Bonnell, Letty Bonnell, Alan Burt, Rasheeda Childress, Maurice Crawford, Deborah 

Daniel, Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Joan Estenson, Anne Gardner, Elizabeth 

Gardner, Jon Gardner, Jim Giese, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Angie Gordon, Carol 

GrifÏth, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, Erik Hanson, Michael Hartman, Butch Hicks, 
Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoႇmeister, Melanie Iversen, Erica Johns, Jeႇ Jones, Tom 
Jones, Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Amina Khalifa, Michael 

Kusie, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, Linda Lucas, Charlene MacAdams, Marc 

Manheimer, Anne Marigza, Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Julie Rapp, 

Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Lois Rosado, 

Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, René Sewell-Raysor, David 

Shapiro, Mary Sies, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Christopher Stark, Susan Taylor, Beth 

Terry, Daniel Thies, Nancy Tolzman, Jeႇ Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Janice Wolf, 
Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliႇ.

Le�ers Policy 
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and 
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment 
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's 
name, physical address, and telephone number. 
Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to 
be withheld.

SHOWTIMES: 
AUGUST 1st - 7th

Bad Shabbos (NR) 
(CC) (DVS) (2024) (84 mins) 
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 8:00 PM, Sat. 5:30 PM

Sun. 4:00 PM, Mon. 3:40 PM
Tue. 7:15 PM, Thurs. 5:50 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 5:40 PM, Sat. 7:45 PM
Sun. 2:00 PM, Mon. 6:00 PM

Wed. 7:15 PM

Sorry, Baby (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2025) (104 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:30 PM, Sat. 7:30 PM
Sun. 1:30 PM (OC), Mon. 5:45 PM

Wed. 5:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 7:45 PM, Sat. 5:15 PM
Sun. 4:15 PM, Mon. 3:30 PM
Tue. 7:00 PM, Thurs. 7:45 PM

Tomorrowland 
(PG) (2015) (130 mins)

FREE Sensory-Friendly Screening
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Sat. 1:00 PM

To Catch a Thief 
(PG) (1955) (106 mins)
Cinema Classic - FREE

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Mon. 1:00 PM

Thurs. 8:00 PM

Festival Express 
(R) (2003) (90 mins)

Summer Concert Series
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Wed. 7:30 PM

The Parent Trap 
(PG) (1998) (128 mins)
School’s Out! - FREE

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Thurs. 1:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members always $7.00!
Member kids are always FREE!

A�er 5 PM: adults $10, kids $7,  
senior/student/military $9

Before 5 PM: 
general admission $8, kids $6

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

- Pete Reppert

Correction
In the print edition of the 

issue of July 24, 2025, the 
name of Jim McGinnis, owner 
of The Restaurant Brokers who 
facilitated the recent sale of 
the Three Brothers restaurant 
chain, was inadvertently mis-
spelled. The News Review 
regrets the error. 

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Bad Shabbos
An engaged interfaith couple are about to have their parents 

meet for the ¿rst time over a Shabbat dinner when an accidental 
death gets in the way. Said critic Bob Strauss of the San Francisco 
Chronicle, “Neither too ‘oy vey’ nor Weekend at Bernie’s but 
steeped in the best aspects of both Jewish and black comedy, Bad 
Shabbos is a treat any night of the week.”

Sorry, Baby
Something bad happened to Agnes. But life goes on ... for ev-

eryone around her, at least. “Tough, tender and observational, Sorry, 
Baby suggests that [¿lm director Eva] Victor’s promising career has 
been suitably launched. The best, with luck, is yet to come,” said 
critic Ann Hornaday of the Washington Post.

Tomorrowland
Whenever Casey Newton (Britt Robertson) touches a lapel pin 

with the letter T on it, she ¿nds herself transported to Tomorrow-
land, a city ¿lled with huge robots and sleek buildings. The gifted 
young woman recruits the help of scientist Frank Walker (George 
Clooney), a previous visitor to Tomorrowland, who years ago made 
a startling discovery about the future. Together, the two adventurers 
travel to the metropolis to uncover its mysterious secrets.

To Catch a Thief
Notorious cat burglar John Robie (Cary Grant) has long since 

retired to tend vineyards on the French Riviera. When a series 
of robberies is committed in his style, John must clear his name. 
Armed with a list of people who own the most expensive jewels 
currently in the area, John begins following the ¿rst owner, young 
Francie (Grace Kelly). When her jewels are stolen, Francie suspects 
John, destroying their tentative romance. John goes on the lam to 
catch the thief and clear his own name.

Festival Express
This compilation of footage from the Grateful Dead’s Canadian 

train tour depicts the height of the band’s music and fame for ¿ve 
days in 1970, along with that of performances from Janis Joplin, 
Buddy Guy, The Band and The Flying Burrito Brothers. However, 
there’s also a dark side shown alongside the seminal concerts, as 
when the train stops, the musicians are often confronted with wor-
ried promoters, inquisitive reporters and protesting students who 
can’t a൵ord ticket prices.

The Parent Trap
Twins Annie and Hallie (both played by Lindsay Lohan) are 

strangers until happenstance unites them. The preteen girls’ divorced 
parents, Nick (Dennis Quaid) and Elizabeth (Natasha Richardson) 
are living on opposite sides of the Atlantic, each with one child. 
After meeting at camp, American Hallie and British-raised Annie 
engineer an identity swap, giving both the chance to spend time 
with the parent they’ve missed. If the scheme works, it might just 
make the family whole again.

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
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Community Events

More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

This Week at the New Deal Café
Celebrating 30 Years in Greenbelt, 1995-2025!

 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am – 12midnight;  
Sunday, 9am – 9pm

*Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

DON’T FORGET TO TIP THE BANDS!

TH 7/31 FRI 8/01 SAT 8/02 SUN 8/03 
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 
Name That Tune! 

6:30 - 8:30pm 
Bring your music-loving 
friends & compete for 

prizes!

D’Vibe and Conga 
8 - 11pm 

A blues, funk, rock 
group from Bowie, 

Md. 

Bad Influence 
8 - 11pm 

Breathes new life and 
fresh energy into blues 

and roots music 

ART RECEPTION, 1-3pm

Brother Bill Quintet
6 - 8pm

 Blues and gospel inspired 
jazz performances from the 

50’s and 60’s

MON 8/04 TUES 8/05 WED 8/06 TH 8/07 New Deal Cafe
MONDAY 

MAUVENESS 
KARAOKE

6 - 9pm

LIVE BAND!

S.A.W. Open 
Mic

6 - 9:30pm
Sign-ups at 6pm

Featured act plays 
8 - 8:30pm

The CampÞre 
Sessions

7 - 9pm
Featured: Rick 

Mowatt & 
Suzanne 

Brindamour

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

Wolf’s Blues Show 
& Sit-In Jam 

6:30 -10pm 
Big, bodacious boogie 

blues jam

IT’S THE CAFE’S 
30TH 

ANNIVERSARY! 
Visit our donafons 
page to help fund 

our October 
celebrafon fesfval!

BECOME A MEMBER!*     FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK!

The SPACE Plans
Powerful Weekend

Greenbelt’s Emerald City Pride 
2025 is heating up with an excit-
ing weekend lineup.

On Friday, August 1, come 
out to Drag Bingo with D’Manda 
Martini at The Upper SPACE in 
Beltway Plaza at 7 p.m. for a 
fabulous evening of laughs, prizes 
and celebration.

Saturday, August 2 brings the 
cozy and spirited Adult Bon¿re 
Night in Greenbelt Park at 7 p.m. 
Call 240-691-3537 for location 
details and come ready for great 
conversation and good vibes.

On Sunday, August 3, there 
will be a Community Panel on 
How to Support Neighbors in 
Need at the Greenbelt Arts Center 
from 2 to 4 p.m. All are welcome 
to listen, learn and lend their 
voices.

And, looking forward, on Au-
gust 10, there will be a showing 
of The Wiz at the Greenbelt 
Cinema.

F o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  o n 
upcoming The SPACE events, 
v i s i t  f r e e a r t f o r a l l . o r g  o r 
follow them on Instagram, @
thespacefreeartforall.

Financial Literacy Class
Saturday, August 2

Favor’s Table presents a Fi-
nancial Literacy Class: Wealth 
Creation, Protection and Wealth 
Transfer, this Saturday, August 
2 from 3:30 to 4 p.m. at 6215 
Greenbelt Road, Room 205 (the 
tall building beside McDonald’s, 
second Àoor).

This class is for adults and 
new people who have not at-
tended the class before. Text 202-
468-2049 to sign up by Friday, 
August 1. Bags of food will be 
prepared for those who con¿rm 
their attendance.

Favor’s Table also presents 
Workforce Development/Train-
ing, including resumé writing, 
mock interviews and job search/
job placement assistance, every 
Monday from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
Wednesdays from 2 to 4 p.m. at 
the same venue. This class is for 
adults only. Food, clothes, bras 
and shoes will be given out at 
the end of class. Text 202-468-
2049 to sign up.

Greenbelt Chess Club 
Meetings for August

The Greenbelt Chess Club 
will meet on Tuesdays, August 
12, 19 and 26. The meetings 
will be held at the Youth Center 
from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. The club 
welcomes people of all ages and 
skill levels. To be added to the 
club’s mailing list, go to tinyurl.
com/ycy2nz4m and complete the 
brief form. Email questions to 
greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com.

Poetry in the Garden 
The poetry group will not be 

meeting in August. Meetings will 
resume September 14.

Bilingual Story Time
At SHL Rec Center

On Friday, August 8 at 10:30 
a.m. at the Springhill Lake Rec-
reation Center, RUAK (Ran-
dom Unsel¿sh Acts of Kindness) 
with the Prince George’s County 
Memorial Library System will 
present engaging, lively stories 
and activities for young chil-
dren and their caregivers to help 
build early literacy skills. This 
monthly program is an introduc-
tion to reading aloud to children 
as a way to instill the love of 
literature. After the readings, the 
children can stay and play with 
balls in the gym. There will be 
free children’s books and free 
healthy, nutritious snacks. Come, 
and spread the word to friends 
and family. 

Los Niños Leen y Juegan
El viernes 8 de agosto a las 

10:30 a.m. en el Centro Recre-
ativo de Springhill Lake, RUAK 
(Random Unsel¿sh Acts of Kind-
ness) con el Sistema de Biblio-
tecas Conmemorativas del Con-
dado de Prince George’s pre-
sentarán interesantes historias y 
actividades divertidas para niños 
pequeños y sus cuidadores, para 
ayudar a desarrollar las habili-
dades de alfabetización temprana. 
Este programa mensual es una 
introducción a la lectura en voz 
alta a los niños como forma de 
inculcar el amor por la literatura. 
Después de las lecturas, los ni-
ños pueden quedarse y jugar con 
pelotas en el gimnasio. Habrán 
libros infantiles gratis y aperitivos 
saludables y nutritivos. Como 
dijo un padre al irse, “Fue muy 
bueno!” Unete a nosotros, y corra 
la voz a amigos y familiares.

Rage against Regime
Saturday, August 2

A protest against the actions 
of the current administration is 
scheduled for Saturday, August 2 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Green-
belt and nationwide.

Protestors are encouraged to 
assemble at the Spellman Over-
pass and stay as long as they 
want.

They are encouraged to bring 
signs, noisemakers, musical in-
struments, friends, neighbors and 
respect for an orderly protest. A 
core principle behind these events 
is a commitment to nonviolent 
action. Weapons of any kind, 
including those legally permitted, 
should not be brought. 

At the Library   
Greenbelt Library’s regular 

hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Tuesdays and Wednes-
days noon to 8 p.m., Thursdays 
and Fridays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. 

Storytimes
Friday, August 1, 11:15 a.m., 

ages 2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/13749404. 

Wednesday, August 6, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/13749349.

Thursday, August 7, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/13749381.

Summer Prince George’s 
The Washington Nationals 

and the Prince George’s County 
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m 
(PGCMLS) are partnering to 
present Summer Prince George’s 
(SPG), a program for all ages 
that runs through August 14.

Library customers may register 
for the SPG challenge at pgcmls.
info/summer and log reading, 
event attendance and online re-
source activities to earn badges 
and prizes. This year’s prizes 
include fun art items, T-shirts, 
two Washington Nationals game 
tickets and a free book. Custom-
ers can pick up an SPG paper 
card to track activities or register 
for the challenge on PGCMLS’ 
Beanstack online platform or app.

Resources
Customers can access Library 

resources with a PGCMLS Li-
brary card number or a LINK 
card number for Prince George’s 
County Public Schools students. 
Virtual library card registration is 
open to Prince George’s County 
residents. Participants can explore 
suggested summer reads on the 
Library’s Beanstack, NextReads 
and Book List platforms.

Passports
Greenbelt Library serves as a 

U.S. Passport Acceptance Facil-
ity. Applications are accepted 
by appointment only; schedule a 
30-minute appointment by calling 
240-455-5451 or visiting pgcmls.
info/passport-services. Customers 
may call the Greenbelt Library 
directly at 301-345-5800 for their 
reference inquiries and to book 
passport service appointments 
during regular Library operating 
hours. 

PTA Book Sale
Declutter and support a lo-

cal elementary school. For those 
whose bookshelves are overÀow-
ing, the Greenbelt Elementary 
School PTA will be collecting 
used books to sell at its Annual 
Used Book Sale at the Labor Day 
Festival.

Book donations will be accept-
ed on Saturdays, August 9 and 
August 23, from 8:30 to 11:30 
a.m. at St. Hugh of Grenoble 
Catholic Church, 135 Crescent 
Road. All books (except manuals, 
encyclopedias and dictionaries) 
as well as CDs, DVDs, records, 
puzzles and games will be ac-
cepted. 

For more information, visit 
t inyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-
Sale,  or email  questions to 
booksalegespta@gmail.com.

Contribute Your Part 
To Community Art

Join the crew from Empact 
Art and the Greenbelt Recreation 
Arts Program for free workshops 
coming up on Sunday, August 
3 and Wednesday, August 6. At 
both events, help create the mo-
saic skin that will adorn the sur-
face of the new sculpture Joy, a 
cartwheeling figure being con-
structed for the Braden Athletic 
Complex. This activity is fun and 
accessible for participants of all 
levels, though younger partici-
pants may need the support of a 
collaborating adult. All workshops 
will take place at the Community 
Center. Sunday, August 3 is an 
Artful Afternoon, and the all-ages 
workshops on this date will meet 
in the Ground Floor East space 
starting at 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. En-
ter by the Àagpole o൵ the tra൶c 
circle. The Wednesday, August 6 
event is o൵ered especially for se-
niors. Co-hosted by the Greenbelt 
Golden Age Club, this workshop 
will meet in Room 201 from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Guests 
are encouraged to sign up in 
advance for either workshop at 
sugeni.us/VBCo.

March in the Parade
On Labor Day

The Festival Parade will take 
place on Monday, September 
1 from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
parade route is along Crescent 
Road, from Greenhill  Road 
to Southway. Organizations, 
clubs and other groups are 
encouraged to participate. Visit 
greenbeltlaborday.com/parade for 
more information and to register.

Labor Day Applications 
For Information Day

The Greenbelt Labor Day 
Fest ival  Committee is  now 
accep t ing  app l i ca t ions  fo r 
Information Day, which will take 
place between 10 a.m. and 4 
p.m. on Saturday, August 30 in 
Roosevelt Center. Organizations, 
clubs,  businesses and other 
groups are invited to share 
information with the public. 
Find out more and register 
at greenbeltlaborday.com/get-
involved/information-day.

http://freeartforall.org
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
http://tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m
mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
http://tinyurl.com/GES-PTA-Book-Sale
mailto:booksalegespta@gmail.com
http://sugeni.us/VBCo
http://greenbeltlaborday.com/parade
http://greenbeltlaborday.com/get-involved/information-day
http://greenbeltlaborday.com/get-involved/information-day
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Obituaries
Our condolences to Win John-

son, as well as other family, 
friends and neighbors of Douglas 
Johnson. 

Our condolences also to the 
family, friends and former stu-
dents of Dr. Bernice Bloom Kast-
ner.

And sympathy to the family 
and friends of Vietnam veteran 
Jerry Roper.

Congratulations to Colby Fran-
coeur who successfully defended 
his Ph.D. dissertation, Quanti-
fication, Modeling, and Field 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, 
for He is good,

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
Psalm 107:1

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“The fundamentals of the whole economic condition are 
divine in nature and are associated with the world 

of the heart and spirit.”   – ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review July 31, 2025

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.

Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

August 3, 2025, at 3 p.m.
Is College Still Worth It? ReÀections on 30 Years of 

Study and Change in Higher Education

Ken Redd with Worship Associate Carol Boston

For many years, higher education has generally supported values of equity, pluralism, 
and transformation. Is that still so today? Join Ken Redd, Senior Director, Research 
and Policy Analysis at the National Association of College and University Business 
O൶cers, in a consideration of the changing ways that people have come to regard the 

value and purpose of a college education. 

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 BalƟmore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:

CCG1985+owner@groups.io

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GREENBELT

Mass Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

COME TO OUR NEW LOCATION 

A Roman Catholic 

Intentional Eucharistic

CommunityCommunity Center Room 114

15 Crescent Rd

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, MD 20770
www.myholycross.org

Sunday Worship: 9:30 A.M.
Bible Study: 11:15 A.M.

Thursday Thrift Store
10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Season of Rest

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors

Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

Campaign Analysis of U.S. Oil 
and Gas Primary and Secondary 
Emissions, on June 30 at the 
University of Colorado. A 2014 
graduate of Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School and a 2018 graduate 
of the University of Maryland 
with a degree in chemical engi-
neering, Colby has been living in 
the Denver area for the past six 
years and hopes to continue his 
career there.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.
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Douglas Johnson 

Douglas Michael Johnson died 
at his home in Greenbelt on 
Monday, July 21, 2025.

Born on May 29, 1947, in 
Denver, Colo., Doug grew up in 
Denver before moving to Col-
lege Park for elementary school. 
He graduated from Northwestern 
High School, then attended the 
University of Maryland, where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in education. He completed his 
master’s in education at Geoge 
Washington University, then re-
turned to the University of Mary-
land for his doctorate in human 
development. 

During this time, he worked 
as a clinician, leader and co-
director of the Children’s Health 
and Developmental Clinic, which 
his father began at the University 
of Maryland. Doug taught for 
several years in Prince George’s 
County before becoming the edu-
cational director at the Chesa-
peake School in Annapolis. He 
moved into the hospitality indus-
try as assistant general manager 
at Rip’s Country Inn for 24 years 
before retiring. 

Doug was a good man, loy-
al friend and loving husband, 
who married Winifred Kue-
bler in 1981. They moved from 
Seabrook to GHI in 1983, where 
they happily resided for 42 years. 

He will be missed by the 
GHI community, his families 
and friends. Doug was a visible 
presence all around Greenbelt, 
visiting neighbors in the 4 Court 
of Ridge Road, at the Fitness 
Center, working in his garden 
plot, shopping at the Co-op on 
his more than daily trips, walking 
around the Lake at Buddy Attick 
Park or checking out produce at 
the Farmers Market, which he 
rarely missed. 

Doug is survived by Win 
Johnson, his wife of 44 years; 
sister Traci Johnson and her twins 
Josey and Zoe; niece Lydia Filaz-
zola and family; many Blum rela-
tives spread around the country; 
Gregory Rankin and Kirby Willis, 
whom he considered brothers; 
and Jamaican family members 
Barrington McNeil, Kadian Mc-
Neil and husband Stephen Ellis, 
June McNeil and son Zedaine, 
and Jasmine and Ted Wood. 

Doug was preceded in death 
by his parents Warren Russell 
Johnson and Rose Marie Blum 
Johnson and Jamaican family 
member Winsome McNeil. 

As he requested, there will 
be no organized service. There 
will be small group gatherings of 
friends from Doug’s many activ-
ity and interest groups ‒ sharing 
a meal around a table, having a 
conversation around a plot ¿repit 
or sipping rum and tonic on Ne-
gril Beach. 

In lieu of Àowers, consider a 
donation to the Greenbelt Animal 
Shelter, Co-op or Farmers Market. 

Gerald Roper

Gerald (Jerry) Roper, Sr., 77 
of Greenbelt, died on July 25, 
2025, at his home after years of 
battling colon cancer. 

He was born on February 
28, 1948, in Washington, D.C., 
and was the son of John and 
Geraldine Roper. After join-
ing the Army and serving in 
the Vietnam War, he resided in 
Prince George’s County where he 
worked as an HVAC technician. 

Jerry is survived by his wife 
of 35 years, Rebecca Wittig, and 
two sons, Callum and Gerald Jr. 
of Greenbelt. He is also survived 
by two sisters, Jackie Holohan 
(John) and Joan Kinze, sister-
in-law Cathy Wittig-Donald, and 
numerous nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, his brothers Lawrence 
and John, and a sister Sherrianne 
DiSabatino. 

A service for Jerry will be 
held on Sunday, August 3, at 
St. Matthew’s United Methodist 
Church, 14900 Annapolis Road, 
Bowie at 2 p.m.

 Bernice Kastner

Bernice Bloom Kastner died 
on May 31, 2025, after a brief 
illness. She was born to Leah 
and Israel Bloom on May 4, 
1931. The older sister of Dorothy 
Laufer and the younger sister of 
Myer Bloom, Bernice grew up 
in Montreal and attended an all-
girls school, Baron Byng High 
School, where she was elected 
class president. After graduating 
from high school, she applied to 
McGill University and, in 1951, 
was the first woman to gradu-
ate from McGill with honors in 
mathematics and physics.

She married Sidney O. Kastner 
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Colby Francoeur defends his dissertation.

http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out 

the City calendar for 

all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 

Committees & Boards is an excellent 

opportunity to engage with your 

community and make a difference. 

Choose from a number of committees 

& boards such as the Advisory 

Committee on Education, Advisory 

Committee on Trees, Advisory 

Planning Board, Arts Advisory 

Board, Board of Elections, 

Charter Review Task Force, 

Community Relations Advisory 

Board, Ethics Commission, 

Forest Preserve Advisory Board, 

Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 

Environmental Sustainability, Park 

and Recreation Advisory Board, 

or Youth Advisory Committee and 

make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the ¿rst step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 

these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

FEATURED PET - ROSE 
Ready for Adoption? Call (301) 474-6124. 

Her name may be Rose, but this 

sweet lady has no thorns! 11-year-

old Rose was surrendered a few 

weeks ago after living with her 

previous owners her whole life. She 

was pretty scared being back at the 

shelter, but Rose really blossomed! 

She is SO affectionate and warms 

up to new people quickly with loud 

purrs and asking for belly rubs. 

Since Rose can be nervous in new 

or loud environments, she may do 

best in a quieter home.

If you’re interested in meeting this 

sweet Rose, call  (301) 474-6124 or email animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov!

OFFICIAL NOTICE

By Section 3-305(b)(1), (3), (7) and (8) of the General Provisions Article 

of the Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Maryland, a closed 

session of the Greenbelt City Council will be held on Monday, August 4, 

2025, immediately following the Council Work Session – City Manager 

Update, in the Council Chambers, 1) To discuss the appointment, 

employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, 

removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, 

or of¿cials over whom it has jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that 
affects one or more speci¿c individuals; 2)to consider the acquisition of 
real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto; 3) 
to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter; and 4) To 
consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential 

litigation.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss Annexation, Legal Matters, 

Pending Litigation, and Personnel Matters.

* The public may attend the Special Council Meeting of the City Council 

immediately before the closed session and observe the vote of the Council to 

move into the closed session on Monday, August 4, 2025

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk 

JOIN THE CHARTER REVIEW TASKFORCE

Are you passionate about shaping the future of our city? Do you want to have 

a say in how our local government operates? Now is your chance to make a 

difference!

The City of Greenbelt is forming a Charter Review Task Force to evaluate 

and recommend changes to our city’s charter. We are looking for dedicated 

residents who are eager to contribute their time and expertise to this important 

process.

Submit an application at the following link: https://www.greenbeltmd.gov/

government/boards-committees/application-for-appointment-to-boards-and-

committees. 

For more information or to apply, please contact City Clerk at  

banderson@greenbeltmd.gov or (301) 474-3870.

MEETINGS FOR AUGUST 4-8

Monday, August 4 at 7:10pm, ADVISORY BOARD INTERVIEW

Monday, August 4 at 7:30pm, WORK SESSION - CITY MANAGER UPDATE

Monday, August 4 (immediately following work session), SPECIAL 

MEETING/CLOSED SESSION – PERSONNEL /LEGAL MATTERS

Tuesday, August 5 at 7 pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TREES, On the 

Agenda: Continue Discussion of Possible Tree Tour as Part of Fall Fest 

2025, Discuss a Possible Tree Planting in the Food Forest in the Fall 2025

Wednesday, August 6 at 7:10pm, ADVISORY BOARD INTERVIEW

Wednesday, August 6 at 7:30pm, WORK SESSION - COUNCIL 

OPERATIONS: ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSES, BOARDS/

COMMITTEES, AND RULES

Thursday, August 7 at 7 pm, FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING, On the Agenda: Stewardship: Updates and discussion, Reported 

Proposal to Close BARC, Trail Mapping and Entrance Signage , Possible 

Gate on Northway Road , Prep for Pumpkin Walk , Prep for Labor Festival

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 

email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 

con¿rmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  

www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar. ARTS HAPPENINGS

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/arts for 

more information and many other 

opportunities!

Sign up for ARTFANS, a 

weekly e-newsletter, at www.

greenbeltmd.gov/list.aspx.

FREE Mosaic Workshops.  Help 

create the colorful mosaic surface 

that will adorn a joyful new sculpture 
being created for the Braden 

Athletic Complex! Su, 8/3 Artful 

Afternoon, 1pm and 2pm. All ages! 

Seniors: enjoy a special workshop 
on W, 8/6, at 11:30am. Use the tabs 

at the top to sign up for either date 

here: sugeni.us/VBCo.

Creative Kids Camp Performs 

“Memory Quest in Central Park”.  

8/1, 10am & 2:15pm, Greenbelt 

Community Center. A group of 

young cousins explore the famous 

park, hoping to retrieve memories 

for their grandmother. For FREE 

tickets, visit the Greenbelt 

Community Center business of¿ce 
or call (301) 397-2208, starting on 

July 29. Final performances on 8/15.

MORE ARTS HAPPENING SOON

• Circus Camp Presents 

Under the Big Top   

8/1, 1pm, Greenbelt 

Community Center. For FREE 

tickets, contact the Community 

Center business of¿ce starting 
on July 28.

• Artful Afternoon   

8/10, 1:30pm, Springhill Lake 

Recreation Center. Enjoy a 
FREE make-and-take mosaic 

activity! Sign up here: sugeni.

us/VAbW.

• Motiva Public Art Dedication  

8/10, 1pm, Motiva Entrance.

DFA Northern Prince George’s County Presents 

FREE WEBINARS 
Thursdays at 7 pm, Zoom

These webinars are offered by the Greenbelt Assistance in Living (GAIL) 

program and begin at 7:00 PM via GoTo Webinar.

Sept 11: Enhancing Communication with a Person with Dementia

Sept 25: When Words Fade: Caring for Someone with Dementia

Oct 9: Brain Health

Oct 23: Medicare Options for 2026

Nov 6: When is it More than Forgetfulness

Nov 13: A Deep Dive Into The Five Dementias

For more information or to register, contact Brendy Maddox at (202) 670-6497 

or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

CCI Block Party. August 9, 12-3pm, 7615 Ora Glenn Dr 

Join a Summer Celebration during CCI’s Block Party with free games, food, 

and prizes!  Register for FREE at https://ow.ly/AKxo50Ww2Jo.

10th Annual Palmer Park Block Party & Resource Fair.  August 9, 11am-

2pm, Parkview Baptist Church, 7900 Oxman Dr. 

Please join Senator Alonzo Washington for the 10th Annual Palmer Park 
Block Party & School Resource Fair! There will be free food, entertainment, 

community resources, and school supplies.

Back to School Backpack Giveaway with Senator Alonzo Washington.  

August 10, 1 pm, SDA Seabrook, 8900 Good Luck Rd 

In collaboration with the Seabrook SDA Church, please join Senator Alonzo 
Washington for a back-to-school Backpack Giveaway!

Career Relaunch Initiative.  August 14, 7pm, SDA Seabrook 8900 Good Luck Rd 

Register for Free: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcEsHeURYwh

oIJWRzNv4IbFev6frQgD34YVo8NQ8pIRQ7XDw/viewform.

NOTICE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR ARPA PED/BIKE PROJECTS

Throughout the month of July, 2025, a City contractor will begin construction on 

new and updated pedestrian ramps in advance of Public Works installing marked 

mid-block crosswalks. Construction will occur in the vicinity of the following ¿ve 
locations and will include removal of parking spaces both for construction and for 

establishing safe sight distances at the new crosswalks.

• Southway, between Crescent Road and Ridge Road

• Ridge Road, between 31 Ct. and 33 Ct.

• Ridge Road, at the pathway between 33 Ct. and 35 Ct.

• Ridge Road, at the pathway adjacent to 43 Ct.

• Hillside Road north of Crescent Road

Please contact Jaime Fearer, Assistant Director of Planning, with questions at 

jfearer@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2040.

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS 101

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2, 10 AM - 12 PM 
Buddy Attick Park, 555 Crescent Road

Join Greenbelt’s Environmental Coordinator and Park Rangers as 
we learn about the habitat, life cycles, and identifying characteristics 
of turtles, snakes, frogs, and more!

Email kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov or visit our Sign-up Genius page.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

In the City of Greenbelt, we remain committed to embracing and celebrating 
the diversity of all. As our nation undergoes change, feelings of pride, 
uncertainty, and even fear may arise. Yet, we stand ¿rm in the pledge that has 
de¿ned Greenbelt since its inception and will not falter.
Learn more at https://www.greenbeltmd.gov/government/know-your-rights-
immigration-resources.

SAVE AS YOU THROW TOWN HALL 

Thursday, August 7 at 7:30 pm 

Virtual Only, Zoom Info Below

This town hall will provide an opportunity for residents who receive City of 
Greenbelt waste collection services to learn about the proposed Save as 
You Throw (SAYT) pilot program and ask questions. SAYT will change the 
fee structure for trash services to a unit-based model where you pay based 
on the quantity of trash you throw away. (Recycling processes will remain 
unchanged.) This pricing system works more like utilities such as water or 
electricity, and allows residents to save money if they reduce the amount of 
refuse they generate. The town hall will be virtual only, connection information 
below.

Zoom Information (Passcode:036795):

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89823410988?pwd=hyVqt9irJ6cxgUYRAh6aZux2
JJDvxa.1.

COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE TOWN HALL 

Thursday, August 14, 7-8:30pm 

Greenbelt Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road

Greenbelt Residents Invited to August Town Hall on Community Questionnaire 

Updates.

The City of Greenbelt’s Constituent Services Coordinator, in partnership with 

the Community Relations Advisory Board, invites all residents to a public town 

hall for a discussion on the community questionnaire. This discussion will 

focus on proposed updates to the City’s biennial community questionnaire. 

This is an opportunity for residents to review and provide feedback on changes 

aimed at improving how the City collects data and responds to community 

needs. Your voice matters—help shape how Greenbelt listens and serves!

Contact Gizelle Alvarez at galvarez@greenbeltmd.gov for more information.

CAREGIVER NEEDS 

ASSESSMENT SURVEY

Your feedback will help us better 
understand your needs and how we 
can support you. Scan the QR code or 
visit bit.ly/4e5F6ds to get started! The 
deadline to complete the survey is 
September 3.

For more information, contact Brendy 
Garcia at (202) 670-6497 or bgarcia@
greenbeltmd.gov. 

Brought to you by Dementia Friendly 
America, The Maryland Umbrella 
Group, Prince George’s County 
Health Department, and the City of 
Greenbelt.

PINK PANTRY

The Pink Pantry provides free menstrual products to Greenbelt residents, including 
pads, tampons, and wipes from  trusted brands like Cora, Always, Rael, HoneyPot, 
and more! 

To receive these products, register by contacting Brendy Garcia at (202) 670-6497 
or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

TAKE CONTROL TO REDUCE 
SPAM:  

CHOOSE YOUR TOOLS OF 
EMPOWERMENT

Learn how to spot and reduce spam, 
increase your cyber awareness, and 
discover tools to protect your personal 
information. Presented by Aileen Kroll, 
a long-time advocate for seniors and 
persons with disabilities. Aileen has 
served as a dedicated social worker 
and, after attending law school, has 
continued her advocacy through legal 
and community support.

Together, we’ll explore how to support 
one another and build a stronger, 
more informed community.

ContactPriya Gardner Lemieux at 
pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov, (240) 
542-2056.

BACK TO SCHOOL HEALTH FAIR FOR GREENBELT FAMILIES 
Tuesday, August 19 from 10 am - 1 pm 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

Join us for a fun and resource-packed Back to School Health Fair! Must be a 
Greenbelt resident. 

To register, contact Brendy Garcia at bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

FREE Mobile Document Shredding, E-waste, and Household 

Hazardous Waste (HHW) Disposal

Must be in line by 1 PM to receive service. 

• August 16, Largo Government Center, 9200 Basil Court, Largo

• September 13, Accokeek Library, 15773 Livingston Road, Accokeek

• September 27, Surrattsville High School, 9200 Basil Court, Clinton

• October 11, Dr. Henry Wise High School, 12650 Brooke Lane, Upper Marlboro

• October 25, High Point High School, 3601 Powder Mill Road, Beltsville

See list of accepted items at environment.mypgc.us/wastefacilities

A majority (or quorum) of Greenbelt City Council members may attend 

community organization meetings, but no of¿cial Council action will be taken 
at these meetings. Please note that meeting locations may change after 

being published. For information on how to join these meetings, contact the 

respective organization directly.
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BARC MEETING continued from page 1

BARC PLANS continued from page 1

How safe is your wiring?

Ask SaferGreenbelt.com

2 BD | 2 BA $410,000

The charming brick end unit 
townhome is the kind of home 
that savvy Greenbelt co-op 
shoppers can wait literally years 
for. This gem of a home is one 
half of a duplex, with a garage 
on the other end of the row that 
conveys with the sale.

NEW LIST INGS! 

2B Ridge Road

3 BD | 2 BA $329,900

A brick, 3-bedroom end unit with 
an addition, a half bath, a huge 
yard and central air conditioning! 
Savvy buyers wait for opportunities 
like this.

2K Westway

1 BD | 1 BA $150,000

A first �oor 1-bedroom Greenbelt 
co-op home! Fresh paint, a 
renovated bathroom, new �ooring 
in kitchen and bath, and beautiful, 
shiny hardwood �oors make this 
an easy, happy choice for anyone 
looking for a thrifty first-�oor home.

6F Research Rd

2 BD | 2 BA $360,000

This spectacularly renovated 
brick co-op townhome in Historic 
Greenbelt has been renovated 
with exceptional care and very 
high quality materials, from top to 
bottom--including a powder room 
on the entry level.

2J Northway

3 BD | 1 BA $285,000

This charming end-unit Co-op with 
garden-ready yard is a rare find 
in the heart of Historic Greenbelt. 
The art-deco townhome has 
bright southern light, landscaping 
designed for extra privacy, and a 
spacious yard already set up for 
home gardening.

58M Crescent Road

2 BD | 2 BA $380,000

This roomy 2-bedroom brick 
Greenbelt co-op townhome has 
been expanded to create a space 
that could be used as a third 
bedroom, or a great home office 
or family room, with a second full 
bath.

45N Ridge Road

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. Compass is 
licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900

Washington, D.C. 
area and BARC 
would be vacated 
for the sake of ef-
¿ciency, with plans 
to reduce the num-
ber of sta൵ and to 
relocate services to 
various cities such 
as Raleigh, N.C., 
and as far away 
as Salt Lake City, 
Utah.

The center, es-
tablished in 1910, 
is o൶cially named 
a f t e r  H e n r y  A . 
Wallace, a former 
secretary of agriculture and also 
former vice president under Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt. It 
houses the Abraham Lincoln 
Building of the National Agricul-
tural Library and conducts a wide 
range of agricultural research 
for plant and animal science, 
food safety, climate change and a 
number of other subjects. 

Throughout the meeting, a 
chief concern of residents was to 
whom or to what entity BARC 
land might be sold o൵, and what 
it would then be used for. Several 
expressed fear that the land might 
be used for data centers or the 
Northeast Maglev project, which 
county and state officials have 
shown interest in developing. 

Mary Cook, from the o൶ce of 
Prince George’s County Council 
Member Tom Dernoga who rep-
resents District 1, which includes 
Beltsville, said that Maryland leg-
islation requires the county’s Dis-
trict Council (the County Council 
when deciding zoning and land 
use) immediately place a zoning 
classi¿cation of agricultural, re-
served open space upon any sold 
BARC land.

But that protection was ques-
tioned by Greenbelt City Coun-
cilmember Rodney Roberts, who 
cited the 2018 authorization of 
BARC land transfer from USDA 
to the Department of the Treasury 
to build a Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing currency production 
facility.

Although the facility’s con-
struction was halted in January 
by the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers which cited budgetary 
constraints, resident Kiki Theodo-
ropoulos noted that the transfer 
between agencies served as a way 
to work around zoning laws. 

Roberts insisted that investing 
in legal resources would be the 
ultimate strategy to ¿ght BARC 
closure, and said, “If you think 
that the zoning of the property is 
going to save it, you’re ignoring 
what’s happened in the past few 
years.”

U.S. Representative Glenn 
Ivey (Md. District 4), who repre-
sents Greenbelt, made a surprise 
appearance halfway through the 
meeting and said that the focus 
right now should be to prevent 
the movement of BARC employ-
ees, as federal o൶ces cannot be 
sold until their sta൵ is vacated. 

He cited the closure of the 
USAID building, where the sta൵’s 
removal made it possible to dis-
mantle the agency, even though 
the agency could not be dissolved 
or its offices sold without con-
gressional approval.

Ivey thus argued that legal 
action such as that by federal 
workers against President Donald 
Trump’s administration would be 
critical, and said that he’s been in 
contact with several unions such 
as the American Federation of 
Government Employees. 

Ivey and others at the meet-
ing also stressed the importance 
of forming alliances across party 
lines and with interest groups 
outside of the Beltsville area. 

Residents noted Arkansas Sen-
ator John Boozman, chairman 
of the Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry Committee, as someone 
who has been outspoken about 
his displeasure with the threat-
ened closure of BARC. 

Ivey pointed to Congressman 
Andy Harris, who represents 
Maryland’s largely rural Eastern 
Shore and is the chair of the Ag-
riculture Subcommittee on Appro-
priations, as someone to seek as 
an ally due to his constituency’s 
shared interest in the research 
done at BARC. 

Resident Darien Boggs said 
that advocates for BARC should 
attempt to reach farmers, who 
as a bloc have consistently been 
able to make the Trump adminis-
tration backtrack on policy. 

“Those people don’t 
want to hear that the 
research that’s helping 
them is going to get 
eliminated,” Boggs said. 

G r e e n b e l t  M a y o r 
Emmett  Jordan,  who 
attended the meeting 
along with Councilmem-
bers Roberts, Danielle  
McKinney and Jenni 
Pompi, said that he at-
tended a “Four Cities” 
mee t ing  on  Ju ly  24 
with College Park, New 
Carrollton and Berwyn 
Heights to address the 
issue. 

Jordan said that there is a 
uni¿ed, concerted local e൵ort to 
determine what action to take. 
“Rest assured that we are work-
ing together.”

Greenbelt architect Matt Dirk-
sen recalled when he ¿rst moved 
with his wife to Greenbelt in the 
early 2000s, residents donned T-
shirts saying “Keep It Wooded” 
in defense of the Forest Preserve, 
and found the community e൵ort 
inspiring. He also noted that part 
of the original “belt” of Greenbelt 
was the land of BARC itself. 

“I came here because I want 
to preserve the “belt” of Green-
belt. That’s what the BARC 
is. So let’s work to keep the 
BARC,” he said.  

Will Hammann is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism in-
terning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.

Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS) facility, will be “vacated 
over multiple years to avoid dis-
ruption of critical USDA research 
activities.”

The GWCC on Sunnyside 
Avenue, which has offices for 
ARS headquarters staff as well 
as the Maryland State O൶ce for 
USDA’s Natural Resources Con-
servation Service, will be “sold 
or transferred upon conclusion of 
its use as a temporary location 
for USDA personnel during the 
realignment of USDA o൶ces and 
personnel.”

The National Agricultural Li-
brary will be “retained for use, 
and the Department will fully 
leverage available office space 
for USDA mission areas and sta൵ 
o൶ces.”

BARC Particulars
There are more than 500 em-

ployee positions at BARC, with 
about 400 of those currently 
¿lled. As with other federal agen-
cies anticipating staff cutbacks, 
many employees opted to retire 
or to take buyout or deferred 
resignation offers over the last 
few months.

In a staff meeting at BARC 
held after Rollins’ announcement, 
researchers learned that they like-
ly would be moved to one of the 
95 locations across the country 
where ARS conducts research 
rather than to one of the five 
hubs Rollins identi¿ed. However, 
more speci¿c information on the 
relocation and its timing will be 
released over the coming months.

U.S. Rep. Glenn Ivey speaks at the BARC meeting.
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A federal judge ruled in June 
that the Trump Administration 
must restore hundreds of millions 
of dollars in AmeriCorps grant 
funding in 24 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia (see the June 
12, 2025, issue).

U.S. District Judge Deborah 
L. Boardman granted a temporary 
block on the nearly $400 million 
in funding cuts that caused thou-
sands of AmeriCorps staff and 
volunteers to lose their jobs. The 
block was only granted to the 25 
jurisdictions that sued the admin-
istration in April. 

Jackson Tuthill, a 20-year-
old Greenbelter, was an Ameri-
Corps National Civilian Commu-
nity Corps (NCCC) member who, 
along with roughly 32,000 others, 
was prematurely sent home from 
service. He had also been ac-
cepted to an AmeriCorps State 
and National program in Alaska 
that was also terminated. 

Following the June ruling, 
Tuthill informed the News Re-
view that AmeriCorps has re-
stored his education award, sti-
pend money and food budget 
from the last month of service 
that was prematurely ended. Ac-
cording to Tuthill, AmeriCorps 
explained in an email that this 
was done for his entire class 
(which was to graduate in May 
2026).

“I reached out to the Alaska 
position, but they replied that 
there was no such restoration 
there, as Alaska was not one of 

June Court Ruling Brings Relief 
For Some AmeriCorps Members

by Ellie Jornlin

the states involved in the lawsuit 
regarding state-level programs,” 
said Tuthill. 

While the court ruling o൵ered 
some temporary relief for Tuthill 
and thousands of others, the fund-
ing remains uncertain in states 
that were not part of the lawsuit. 
For now, Tuthill is working in 
Greenbelt for the summer, look-
ing at university in France and 
weighing his next steps, unsure if 
AmeriCorps will be part of them 
again.

Ellie Jornlin is a University 
of Maryland student at the Philip 
Merrill College of Journalism 
interning with the Greenbelt News 
Review.
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Don't be a 
doormat! 

Be ON one.  
$16.35 gets you 
on thousands.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

We Welcome New Patients!
$75 New Patient discount

includes dental exam, cleaning and x-rays

Over 700 5-star reviews!

Infection Control Certified

CALL US AT 301-474-4144

PUBLIC POLICY VOLUNTEERS

The University of Maryland's Legacy 
Leadership Institute on Public Policy, in 

partnership with the State of Maryland, is 
looking for volunteers age 50+ to serve as 

volunteer legislative leaders during the 

2025-2026 legislative session of the 
Maryland General Assembly.

The twelve-week classroom training (two days per 
week) begins on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, 
and ends on Wednesday, December 3, 2025.

Classes will be held at the University of Maryland 
Extension, 8930 Stanford Blvd, Suite 25, Columbia, 
Md., 21045. The volunteer assignment will be in 
the legislative offices of members of the Maryland 
General Assembly in Annapolis. 

Participants will serve a minimum of two (2) days 
per week starting Wednesday, January 14, 2026, 
and ending Monday, April 13, 2026.

For more information or for an application, contact 
Wesley Queen at wqueen@umd.edu.

Despite national 
cuts to Parks Ser-
v i c e  s t a f f  a n d  
budget, Greenbelt 
Park is open and op-
erational, continuing 
to o൵er trails, play-
grounds, picnic ar-
eas and a year-round 
172-site campground. 
The park, considered 
a “hidden jewel” 
within the Capital 
Beltway, is still wel-
coming visitors even 
as concerns grow na-
tionwide about how 
federal workforce re-
ductions and spend-
ing cuts may affect 
national parks.
Twenty-four Percent Sta൵ Cut

A statement from the National 
Park Service O൶ce of Commu-
nications (NPS/OC) to the News 
Review this spring said seasonal 
workers were still being hired for 
the National Parks but this month 
the National Parks Conservation 
Association (NPCA) reports that 
parks have been seeing record-
breaking numbers of visitors 
while dealing with “unprecedent-
ed sta൶ng shortages.” In a July 
3 press release the NPCA said, 
“Since the Trump administration 
took office, the National Park 
Service (NPS) has lost 24 percent 
of its permanent sta൵, a stagger-
ing reduction that has left parks 
across the country scrambling to 
operate with bare-bones crews. 
The park staff who remain are 
being asked to do more with less, 
and it’s simply not sustainable.”

Staff at Greenbelt Park told 
the News Review they couldn’t 
comment on whether or not there 
have been sta൶ng cuts impacting 
them. 

On July 8, Jasmine Shanti, 
communications and commu-
nity engagement o൶cer with the 
National Park Service, National 
Capital Region, told the News 
Review, “National Capital Parks 
‒ East has hired seasonal sta൵ to 
help us keep delivering great visi-
tor experiences at Greenbelt Park. 
We don’t comment on individual 
sta൶ng decisions or internal per-
sonnel actions, but we can share 
that Greenbelt Park remains open 
and staffed with a mix of per-
manent employees and seasonal 
personnel. We’re focused on mak-
ing sure everyone who comes to 
Greenbelt Park has the chance 
to explore and connect with this 
incredible place. The park contin-
ues to welcome visitors, maintain 
essential operations and offer a 
high level of public engagement. 
Visitors can continue to expect 
meaningful and memorable expe-
riences at Greenbelt Park.”

On Tuesday, July 8, the Su-
preme Court ruled that the Trump 
administration may resume the 
reorganization and reductions in 
force at federal agencies, includ-
ing at NPS.

Funding Cuts
Meanwhile, President Trump’s 

recent Big Beautiful Bill rescinds 
$267 million in InÀation Reduc-
tion Act dollars that were intend-
ed for National Parks sta൶ng. On 
Thursday, July 3, Trump signed 
an Executive Order calling for 
noncitizen visitors to be charged 
more to visit the parks, looking 
to raise revenue for parks from a 
new source. 

What’s Happening at Greenbelt 
Park? Service Cuts Spark Concern

by Anna Bedford-Dillow and Diya Shah

Greenbelt Park
Greenbelt Park, and others 

nearby, have no fees to visit. 
You’d have to go further a¿eld, 
to Fort McHenry or Great Falls, 
to ¿nd a park that charges a fee 
and sells America the Beautiful 
parks and recreational passes, a 
Park Ranger told the News Re-
view. Greenbelt Park does charge 
a campground cost, which is $20 
a night. 

There are two temporary clo-
sure alerts in e൵ect at the park. 

The south parking lot of 
Greenbelt Park closed to vehicles 
on May 9 while a bollard that 
prevents vehicles from driving 
down the trail is repaired. It’s 
scheduled to reopen October 1.

In addition, two restrooms at 
Greenbelt Park – the Holly Pic-
nic Area Restrooms and Laurel 
Picnic Area Restrooms – are cur-
rently closed, though the picnic 

areas  remain 
o p e n .  T h o s e 
two bathrooms, 
in  the  no r th 
end of Green-
belt Park, are 
affected by a 
problem with 
the sewer line 
t h a t  d r a i n s 
both. They are 
scheduled to be 
closed through 
November 15, 
which was an-
nounced along 
with closures 
at three more 
National Capi-
tal Parks – East 

locations. The announcement 
from NPS said the closure of 
these restrooms is to protect pub-
lic health and safety and will 
allow maintenance staff to at-
tempt repairs during the summer. 
“Signi¿cant alteration in the pub-
lic use pattern” is not expected, 
according to NPS. Greenbelt’s 
bathroom repairs are in the con-
tracting stage now. Meanwhile, 
the Sweetgum picnic area still has 
a working restroom, there’s also 
a comfort station in the park and 
the half a dozen bathrooms in the 
campgrounds are open.

Greenbelt residents can still 
enjoy the trails that range from 
0.8 miles (the Blueberry Trail) to 
5.3 miles (the Perimeter Trail), 
along with the recreational facili-
ties and year-round camping.

Diya Shah is a student at the 
Philip Merrill College of Jour-
nalism writing for the Greenbelt 
News Review.

PAYOUT continued from page 1

of this office’s response earlier 
this month, all responsive records 
had not yet been provided for 
review. Since then, the responsive 
record regarding the compensa-
tion paid to Mr. House has been 
provided,” wrote Robinson. The 
News Review sought a break-
down of the severance payment 
but while PGCPS shared the 
amount of the payout, Robinson 
wrote that the “record itself is not 
subject to disclosure pursuant to 
the personnel record exemption, 
the individual person’s ¿nances 
exemption, and sociological in-
formation exemption.”

The $877,578.70 sum is com-
prised of two years' salary, pay-
ment for unused accrued leave 
and contributions to the former 
Superintendent's tax-sheltered 
retirement account, Robinson told 

the News Review. "The value of 
bene¿ts being maintained are not 
reÀected in the amount stated in 
the letter," she said.

A class to introduce students 
to Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
was organized at the Springhill 
Lake Clubhouse in partnership 
with BCAUSEICAN (bcauseican.
net), a Greenbelt-based nonpro¿t 
organization whose mission is to 
prevent socioeconomic dispari-
ties by equipping communities 
in need with STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) education. The 
class was supported by a grant 
from the Advisory Committee on 
Education, with students recruited 
through Deji Ayoku of CARES. 
Ron Nicholson, a founding mem-
ber of BCAUSEICAN, learned 
that students exposed to coding 

Students Learn About AI
In Class at SHL Clubhouse

by Lois Rosado 

Students in the AI summer session at Springhill Lake Clubhouse: 
front row from left, Vilma Niba, Naima Eastman, Diekola Sheteolu 
and Brilliant Takem; back row from left, Josiah Chuks, Lilian 
Kacou, Asher Chuks, Ayotomiwa Akanbi and Daniel Olanipekun
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and the latest application devel-
opment are able to improve their 
critical thinking, logic and prob-
lem-solving skills. Students also 
gain greater self-con¿dence and 
computer expertise, he says. In 
an e൵ort to bring those bene¿ts 
to Greenbelt students, after-school 
STEM classes began at Greenbelt 
Middle School in January 2024 
(see the November 9, 2023, is-
sue).

Asia Gore is director of pro-
grams for BCAUSEICAN and 
the liaison for all schools and 
organizations they partner with. 
She is responsible for ensuring 

See AI CLASS, page  8

The entrance to Greenbelt Park

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 D

IY
A

 S
H

A
H

Crisis Hotline’s
Number is 988

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S u i c i d e  
Prevention Lifeline dialing code 
is 988. Calls and text messages 
are con¿dential and free.

http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
http://www.mccarldental.com
http://bcauseican.net
http://bcauseican.net
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Chesapeake-steamed
crabs local drinks

ICE

COLD

Seafood Pop-Up fresh-cut fruit local ice cream 

local produce

caprese sandwiches

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

YOUR GO-TO SUMMER SNACKS

ARE AT CO-OP. ONE STOP-SHOP

FOR FRESH & LOCAL.

Saturday, Aug. 09

11 AM - 5 PM

with Victor &

Co-op Crew

fresh & local favorites
for summer grilling

it's tomatoseason!

Obituaries continued from p.4

on June 30, 1951. Bernice and 
Sid, who both graduated from 
McGill, moved from Montreal to 
Syracuse, N.Y., to pursue gradu-
ate degrees at Syracuse Univer-
sity. After Sid received his Ph.D. 
he was recruited by NASA, and 
they moved from Syracuse to 
Greenbelt. In Greenbelt, Bernice 
juggled child-rearing with her 
own work and continued her edu-
cation. In 1980 she was awarded 
a doctorate in math education 
from the University of Mary-
land. During their many years in 
Greenbelt both Bernice and Sid 
were signi¿cant members of the 
News Review.

A highly innovative and ef-
fective math teacher, as well as 
a longtime advocate for students’ 
pragmatic understanding of math-
ematical concepts, Kastner au-
thored Space Mathematics: Math 
Problems Based on Space Science 
(1985, 2012), Space Mathematics: 
A Resource for Secondary School 
Teachers (1987) and The Role of 
Language in Teaching Children 
Math (2019). The latter book, 
written when she was in her 80s, 
was a labor of love and the out-
come of her longstanding concern 

that pedagogical neglect of the 
inherent ambiguities of language 
presented unnecessary barriers 
for student comprehension and 
achievement.

Bernice served in the math-
ematics departments of Mont-
gomery College (Gaithersburg), 
Towson State University (Balti-
more) and Simon Fraser Univer-
sity (Vancouver, B.C.). While in 
Vancouver, she assisted her broth-
er Myer, who was in declining 
health. She became his “hands” 
in order to help him complete his 
memoir, entitled Lucky Hazards: 
My Life in Physics (ISSS press, 
2014). Bernice had many pas-
sions and talents, including listen-
ing to classical music, singing in 
the Horizon House choir, cook-
ing, sewing, knitting and volun-
teering at various organizations. 
She was a master knitter and for 
several years led a knitting group 
at Horizon House, jokingly called 
The Knitwits. 

She was an avid reader; her 
bookshelf was full with books 
on the history and philosophy of 
mathematics and science, neu-
roscience and related topics. A 
lifelong learner, she was fasci-

nated with the topic of learning 
itself, a curiosity and passion that 
underlay her effectiveness and 
popularity in the classroom.

Those close to Bernice knew 
she could develop a narrative and 
deliver a punch line. In addition, 
she was a wonderful listener, and 
within her presence one sensed 
a true healer. She is survived by 
three children: Judith A. Skill-
man, Ruth E. Kastner and Joel H. 
Kastner as well as seven grand-
children and six great-grandchil-
dren. We will dearly miss Ber-
nice’s lively and intelligent mind, 
her laughter, bear hugs, eternal 
optimism and unstinting kindness.

25th Anniversary News Review sta൵. Front row from left: Bess Halperin, Harry Zubko൵, Al Skolnik, 
Virginia Beauchamp, Bernice Kastner. Second row: Rita Fisher, Thea Lovell, Elaine Skolnik, Dorothy 
Sucher, Dorothy White. Back row: Izzy Parker, Victor Fisher, Russell Greenbaum, Margaret Thompson, 
Mary Lou Williamson and Sid Kastner.
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that everything is 
organized properly 
and the curriculum 
ready. The AI in-
struction summer 
session at Spring-
hill Lake aims to 
reach other age 
groups and provide 
opportunities to 
learn more about 
AI.  The month-
long session began 
June 24 and ended 
last week.

Curriculum 
The s tudents 

learned the foun-
dations of AI and 
security challenges 
around AI. They 
a lso  learned to 
recognize AI when 
they encounter it 
in daily life and 
about the environ-
mental issues associated with 
AI data centers. The plan is to 
expand the curriculum and then 
hopefully by next year, students 
will learn more about the envi-
ronmental factors. They really 
want students to have the right 
exposure because a lot of youth 
lack access to AI technology, ac-
cording to Gore. The idea is that 
the more technological knowledge 
they acquire, the more hands-on 
portion of AI they can use, she 
stated. For example, they will be 
able to do coding, use it when 
writing their papers, organize out-
ings to various places, use it to 
verify research or anything that 
they need to do. 

Ten students were in this 
class. The instructors were Ma-
mush Mes¿n and Ajani Williams. 
Students received a certificate 
of completion at the end of the 
program. 

Student Impressions 
Asher Chuks decided to enroll 

in the class about AI because the 
world is moving into it day by 
day. The learning experience has 
been good. Josiah Chuks took 
this class, he said, “because the 

AI CLASS continued from page 7

world today is becoming increas-
ingly taken over by AI. In 10 
years, AI is going to control most 
of the technology not only in 
America but like everywhere, so 
I just wanted to take a class and 
learn about it.” 

Daniel Olanipekun said that he 
wanted to learn more about tech 
and “something that can help my 
future and add to my resumé.”  

Lilian Kacou confessed that 
his dad forced him to attend the 
class. Then in class he discov-
ered how AI enhances internet 
use. He decided that it’s good to 
learn about AI and coding too. 
Kacou is glad that his dad got 
him to take the class because it 
exposed him to something new 
and important.

The students said they were 
looking forward to their July 24 
certi¿cation ceremony.

BCAUSEICAN will be con-
tinuing after school AI and Py-
thon coding classes this fall at 
Greenbelt Middle School for 
about eight weeks. Then they will 
partner with a new middle school 
group, Gore stated.

Instructor Ajani Williams
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LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

Senior Nutrition 
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunch for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Commu-
nity Center beginning at 11:30 
a.m. Meals must be reserved 
two weeks ahead by completing 
a registration form in person at 
the Community Center office, 
Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. There is 
a suggested donation. Call 301-
397-2208, ext. 4215 with ques-
tions. 

http://anacostiatrails.org
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Police Blotter
BEES continued from page 1

 

LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 

A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 
OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 

Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 

DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 

EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Incidents reported here occurred July 21-27, 2025. Readers are 
encouraged to contact the police if they have information that may 
aid in an inquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or 
email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents 
were reported.

 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 

 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 

Hyattsville, MD  20781 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 

Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 

Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 

GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  

  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  
We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  

    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

Greenbelt Police reported two 
deaths, three mental health di-
versions, all involving suicide, 
one domestic incident and one 
arrest involving child protective 
services.

Incident Summary
One juvenile missing person 

case was resolved. A small child 
found wandering from home was 
returned.

Armed Person
On July 24 at 10:21 p.m. near 

9210 Springhill Lane, a man re-
ported that someone had pointed 
a gun at him and was still out-
side his apartment building. Of-
ficers encountered a group of 
intoxicated males, with a car not 
registered to any of them, and a 
gun in the vehicle, which was 
towed for safekeeping.

Road Rage Assault
On July 22 at 5:43 p.m. near 

Breezewood Drive and Springhill 
Lane, a woman flagged down 
o൶cers at Beltway Plaza and ad-
vised that she and another woman 
exchanged words while driving 
past each other. The other woman 
had sprayed her in the face with 
pepper spray through the window 
of her car, but she refused any 
medical attention.

Assault
On July 23 at 9:08 p.m. near 

6227 Springhill Court, a man was 
assaulted somewhere in Franklin 
Park, but refused to say where or 
what happened.

Burglary
On July 21 at 12:39 a.m. near 

7495 Greenbelt Road, an alarm 
company alerted the police to a 
forced entry at the front entrance 
of a business; several items were 
stolen.

On July 24 at 10:48 a.m. near 
7501 Greenway Center Drive, 
someone entered by force and 
rummaged through an office. 
It was unclear if anything was 
stolen.

Indecent Exposure
On July 25 at 12:55 p.m. near 

15 Crescent Road, a man was 
caught urinating outside of the 
Community Center and then ex-
posed himself to young camp 
students. He was arrested and 
released to Upper Marlboro De-
partment of Corrections.

Shooting
On July 22 at 10:08 p.m. 

near 9118 Edmonston Court, an 
18-year-old was in his room with 
his friends when a shot went o൵ 
and struck him. Several children 
and adults were present in the 
home at the time. A family mem-
ber drove him to the hospital, 
and no one present knew how it 
happened. The young man is in 
critical but stable condition.

Vandalism/gunshot
On July 21 at 3:06 a.m. near 

5809 Cherrywood Lane, a resi-

dent reported a loud sound. O൶-
cers found a broken sliding glass 
door with a bullet hole in the 
glass, a 9mm spent shell casing 
on the sidewalk directly outside 
and a hole in the ceiling.

DUI
On July 25 at 12:02 a.m. near 

Southway and Greenbelt Road, 
one vehicle rear-ended another. 
The striking driver displayed 
multiple signs of impairment and, 
after sobriety tests, he was ar-
rested and taken to the Greenbelt 
police station.

Disorderly
On July 24 at 5:07 p.m. near 

6000 Greenbelt Road, a woman 
caused a disturbance and was 
banned from the property.

Fraud
On July 21 near 5510 Cher-

rywood Lane, a woman was con-
tacted at work by a man request-
ing the remaining payment for a 
purchase that the business owner 
had allegedly made. She trans-
ferred the money. Later, the boss 
told her he had not made any 
purchases, but it was too late to 
cancel the money transfer.

Theft and Shoplifting
On July 22 near 7829 Emilys 

Way, a woman stole a package 
from a front porch and was re-
corded on a Ring camera.

On July 23 near 6440 Cher-
rywood Lane, a woman noticed 
some of her property was missing 
after contractors worked on her 
apartment.

On July 24 at 7:53 p.m. near 
6100 Greenbelt Road, a loss 
prevention o൶cer stopped a man 
from stealing. All items were 
recovered, and a warrant was 
advised.

On July 25 at 11:25 a.m. near 
6100 Greenbelt Road, a girl was 
stopped after taking store mer-
chandise; she was released to a 
guardian on the scene.

On July 27 near 7441 Morri-
son Drive, two bicycles were sto-
len from a backyard; o൶cers suc-
cessfully recovered one nearby.

Trespassing Arrest
On July 22 at 12:19 p.m. near 

6000 Greenbelt Road, a woman 
was criminally cited and released 
for trespassing.

Vandalism
On July 21 near 7443 Morri-

son Drive, someone damaged the 
door to the fence of a backyard.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicle

On July 26 near 5317 Smiths 
Cove Lane, a white BMW (Md. 
01607CL) was stolen.

Theft from Auto
On July 21 near 161 Center-

way, a Chevrolet Malibu was left 
unlocked, and suspects rummaged 
through the car; however, nothing 
appears to have been taken.

Miner bees are a very com-
mon ‘ground bee,’ genus An-
drena. Unless the distinctive yel-
low stripes of yellow jackets 
are visible, these bees are harm-
less, says Evans. Bumble bees 
also nest in the ground, and are 
slightly larger and create holes 
twice the size of miner bee holes. 
These might be more prone to 
sting if stepped on, he says, but 
even that is rare. Bumble bees 
usually make their nests in more 
out of the way places, unlike 
the disturbed grassy areas miner 
bees might choose. “If there are 
tens of holes it won’t be wasps 
or bumbles,” said Evans, “those 
would be miner bees or some-
times sweat bees.” Sweat bees 
nest in the ground or sometimes 

in rotting wood and are also typi-
cally not aggressive, only stinging 
in self-defense.

Over the weekend, Evans 
found miner bees on the lake 
peninsula. They were busily pull-
ing pebbles from their nest. Su-
zanne Batra, Greenbelter and 
retired USDA bee expert, called 
them “working mothers,” Evans 
recalls. “They build the homes, 
clean the tunnels then collect pol-
len for the eggs of o൵spring they 
will never meet,” he explained. 
“Those boys and girls will mate 
next July, the boys die then and 
the females start tunneling.”

These seasonal ground bees 
are “non-stinging almost as a 
rule,” says Evans, “and will be 
quiet again in two weeks.”

The path between the Community Center and the playground, 
areas currently being used by the city's Kinder Camp, was roped 
o൵ on Friday, July 25, reportedly due to bees or wasps in the area.
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Circus Act and Musical 
Performances on Friday

The Circus Camp will join 
Creative Kids Camp (CKC) for 
a full day of shows on Friday, 
August 1. At 10 a.m. and 2:15 
p.m. enjoy CKC’s production 
of Memory Quest in Central 
Park, an original musical written 
and directed by Chris Cherry, 
Greenbelt Recreation’s perform-
ing arts coordinator. A group 
of cousins explore the famous 
park, hoping to retrieve memo-
ries for their grandmother, who 
has become frail and forgetful. 
The young explorers visit their 
grandmother’s favorite places in 
the park, including the Carousel, 
the Bethesda Fountain, Belvedere 
Castle, the Chess and Checkers 
House and the Conservatory Wa-
ter, with additional stops at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and 
the outdoor Delacorte Theater, 
where they see actors rehearse 
for a performance of Shakespeare 
Under the Stars. 

At 1 p.m. see the Circus 
Camp’s production of Under the 
Big Top. Under the direction 
of Greg May, former Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
circus performer, circus campers 
will present a showcase of their 
circus skills, including juggling, 
stilt walking, unicycle, tightrope, 
tumbling, clown gags and more. 
All performances will take place 
in the Community Center gym. 
For free tickets, visit the Com-
munity Center business o൶ce or 
call 301-397-2208. Tickets will 
be available starting July 29. 

City of Greenbelt arts pro-
grams are supported in part by 
the Maryland State Arts Coun-
cil. For more information about 
Greenbelt arts programs, follow 
@greenbeltrecreationarts on Insta-
gram, or at Greenbelt Recreation 
ARTS on Facebook.

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certi¿ed Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review o൶ce 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.90/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($16.35). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review o൶ce. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST – Com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must 
have a following. Call Dominick  
301-980-9200.

GRAPHIC DESIGNER (GREEN-
BELT, MD) – Utilize knowledge of 
graphic design to create creative works 
using software such as Photoshop, Il-
lustrator, etc., including but not limited 
to Amazon product listings and A+ 
images, product packaging, product 
manuals, Brandstory, etc. Based on 
business needs, edit and create promo-
tional videos using software such as 
Premiere Pro and Canva. Must have 
a Master’s degree in Graphic Design, 
Graphic Arts or a related ¿eld. Salary 
$68,765 per year. Email resumes to 
hr.hatchlightllc@gmail.com.

PT ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
and Social Media Coordinator for 
non¿ction book marketing; bookkeep-
ing a plus, not req. $20 per hr. 5-10 
hrs per week. SendResume to tom@
thadams.com.

MERCHANDISE

STAR WARS, Star Trek, Hess Trucks, 
Comics, Model Cars, Coins, Pedal Car, 
Sport Cards and Dinnerware. Gary:  
301-809-0291.

MICROWAVE OVEN – Nostalgia 
brand, 0.7 cu. Ft., 700 W, retro red, in-
cludes manual. Perfect for dorm room. 
$50. Text 240-423-4423.

NOTICES

HOUSE CLEANING – Melody  
Dodson.  Greenbelt references.  
301-256-6937.

HOW SAFE IS YOUR WIRING? – 
Ask SaferGreenbelt.com.

PETS

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION 
KITTY? – Please consider MINK. 
Sleek, gray, neutered male with ex-
pressive yellow eyes. Approximately 
two years old. Loves humans, play and 
watching TV. All annual vaccinations. 
FIV, FeLV, Heartworm Negative. Inside 
only. For more information, call or text 
240-423-8801.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM FOR RENT – Montpelier, Lau-
rel (o൵ Laurel-Bowie Road), upstairs, 
female preferred, nonsmoker, fully 
furnished, a/c, 16’6”x12’. Access extra 
sitting room across from you. Spacious 
kitchen with refrigerator and cabinet 
for you. Victorian living room; laundry 
room o൵ kitchen; patio. $850 includes 
utilities, month-to-month lease; ¿rst 
and last. Nancy 301-676-3996.

SERVICES
SHAMROCK JUNK REMOVAL – 
Call 301-318-5472.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting; 
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropo൵, 
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration. 831-247-0043, www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all Àooring products. Specializing 
in re¿nishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customÀooringllc.net.
HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, Àoor, more. 443-404-0449.
CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven 
days a week. By a lifetime animal lover 
and caregiver. O൵ered for dogs, cats, 
and other small animals. Call Kim at  
301-520-6708 for appointment or with 
any questions.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning o൵ered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES, 
LLC and HANDYMAN – Service 
calls, EV chargers, Heavy ups and other 
electrical needs. Call 240-704-4993.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION – 
Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, slides 
to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT tapes 
to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-
318-5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover. www.Kellahermaintenance.
com.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – with over 20 years of expe-
rience. New installation and repair 
work. Call D&M Electrical Services 
301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

SWIM & SPLASH WITH ‘LI’L’ DAN! 
– Private swim lessons with Li’l Dan 
help swimmers of all ages – from 6 
months to adults – build con¿dence, 
develop skills, and enjoy the water in 
a safe, supportive environment. Ready 
to take the plunge? Contact Li’l Dan 
today for more info: 240-643-3768, 
dansquared¿tness@yahoo.com.
LAWN MAINTENANCE – GHI 
resident providing dependable lawn 
care for Greenbelt and College Park. 
Includes mowing, yard cleanup, lawn 
fertilization, pruning hedges, pressure 
washing and minor exterior home 
repair. Reasonable rates. Call or text at 
240-391-8615.

ESTATE PLANNING AND ADMIN-
ISTRATION, LLC – Wills and trusts, 
Md. licensed attorney Naomi Little¿eld 
Law, LLC, 202-246-1072, https://
naomilittle¿eldlaw.weebly.com.
YARD/MOVING SALES
HUGE YARD SALE – Saturday 
August 2nd.  Corner of Crescent and 
Southway, 8:30-3:00. Something for 
everyone:  Collectibles, Kitchen, Bric-
a-Brac, Lamps, Electronics, Tools, 
Jewelry, Coins, Toys, More.  9,800 
BTU A/C, KitchenAid Mixer, Scanner, 
19” TV. Free Boxes.

http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
mailto:hr.hatchlightllc@gmail.com
mailto:tom@thadams.com
mailto:tom@thadams.com
http://SaferGreenbelt.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
mailto:dansquaredfitness@yahoo.com
https://naomilittlefieldlaw.weebly.com
https://naomilittlefieldlaw.weebly.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703














    

      

    
 
   












  
 

   
   
     



    
    


    
   
  


    






     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 



Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Advertising 
Rate Change 

Effective the issue of Au-
gust 7, 2025, the News Re-
view will change its ad rates.

Display
The base rate (Tier A) will 

be $11.50 per column inch.
The nonpro¿t rate for those 

qualifying will be $8.10 per 
column inch. 

Discounts are available for 
those placing at least 45 col-
umn inches per calendar quar-
ter.

Inserts
The price for placing inserts 

into the paper will change to 
$35 per thousand copies for a 
full press run.

For further information visit 
www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/
advertising.

       

6               b       e       d       /               2       .       5       -        b       a       t        h               h       o       m       e               w       /               r       e       m       o       d       e       l       e       d               k       i       t        c       h       e       n       ,       
u       p       d       a       t        e       d               b       a       t        h       r       o       o       m       s       ,               a       n       d               n       e       w               f        l       o       o       r       s       .               M       a       j       o       r       
u       p       g       r       a       d       e       s               i       n       c       l       u       d       e               n       e       w               r       o       o       f        ,               s       i       d       i       n       g       ,               w       a       t        e       r       
h       e       a       t        e       r       ,               &               m       o       r       e       .               C       o       z       y               g       a       s               f        i       r       e       p       l       a       c       e       ,               s       c       r       e       e       n       e       d       
p       o       r       c       h       ,               &               o       u       t        d       o       o       r               p       a       t        i       o       .               C       l       o       s       e               t        o               p       a       r       k       s       ,               l       a       k       e       ,       
s       h       o       p       s       ,               &               t        r       a       n       s       p       o       r       t        a       t        i       o       n       !             

       
For Sale:        
110 Julian Court       
Greenbelt, MD 20770       
$599,999     

       
M       e       l       a       n       i       e               C       a       n       t       w       e       l       l       

R       e       a       l       t       o       r       
C       :               2       4       0       -       4       7       0       -       5       9       1       1       
O       :               3       0       1       -       4       4       1       -       9       5       1       1     

       
m       e       l       a       n       i       e       .       c       a       n       t       w       e       l       l       @       l       n       f       .       c       o       m       

9       0       9       4               b       a       l       t       i       m       o       r       e               a       v       e       
c       o       l       l       e       g       e               p       a       r       k       ,               m       d     

       

        

Seller is       

offering 10K       

decorating       

credit!     

Residents of the Greenbelt 
Homes, Inc. (GHI) housing co-
operative have been getting alerts 
from GHI management through-
out the summer about water main 
breaks around the community. 
This time, however, the leaky 
pipes are right at GHI’s office 
building on Hamilton Place. Wa-
ter from a break that happened 
on the afternoon of Saturday, 
July 26, had by evening already 
Àooded the sidewalk in front of 
the o൶ce and was beginning to 
Àow toward the Henry’s Hollow 
community garden field across 
the street. Although GHI was 
alerted to the problem on Sat-
urday no work was done on the 
weekend to address it.

Monday morning saw a bustle 
of activity at the site, as GHI 
workers and contractors sought to 
locate the leak(s).  Just last week 
GHI had dug up pipes directly in 
front of the building to repair a 
leak. When asked by this reporter 
if the new leak resulted from that 
work, a worker from the util-
ity contractor Humphrey & Sons 
said that it wasn’t directly related 
but that when water is repeatedly 
turned o൵ and back on, as hap-
pened during last week’s work, 
the water pressure changes can 
lead to new leaks.

Meanwhile, on Monday, the 
garden field was getting wetter 
and wetter. Although the water 
mostly Àowed down the central 
garden path, it seeped into gar-
dens on either side of the path 
and some plots had standing 
water. Water also emerged in the 
forested strip between the gardens 
and 34 Court Ridge Road, pre-
sumably outÀow from the storm-
water drain on the exit driveway 
from the GHI compound, which 
then flowed into and along the 
west side of the garden ¿eld. 

GHI General Manager James 
Claggett Jr. said on Monday 
morning that the speci¿c location 
of the leak had not been deter-
mined, but workers successfully 
located the valve that enabled 
them to turn o൵ the water, stop-
ping the runoff to the garden 
¿eld. Clagett said he hoped the 
work could be completed later 
Monday or on Tuesday, but an 
update sent to GHI members late 
Monday afternoon said the repair 
work would continue through 
mid-day on Thursday, July 31. 

A WSSC Water representative, 
sent to evaluate the leak on Sun-
day evening, claimed that ¿xing 
it would not be WSSC’s respon-
sibility. Clagett, though, said it 
was yet to be determined whether 
GHI or WSSC are responsible for 
¿xing the problem. Although the 
GHI administrative o൶ce remains 
open during this crisis, there is 
no in-person access to the o൶ce 
by members until further notice.

Leaky Pipes at GHI Offices
Soak Henry’s Hollow Gardens

by Deanna Dawson

Water from the leaky GHI pipes has been seeping into some gardens 
in Henry's Hollow.

Water from leaky pipes Àows down the sidewalk in 
front of the GHI o൶ce building on Hamilton Place.

- Photos by Eric Raun

City Notes
Several departments partici-

pated in a community meeting 
on the cemetery master plan. In-
formation Technology assisted po-
lice with scanner issues in patrol 
cars. Planning and Community 
Development issued two building 
permits and inspected 21 rentals.

Animal Shelter staff handled 
73 service requests and Horti-
culture/Parks relocated a kennel. 
Shelter residents are ¿ve cats, six 
kittens, one dog and one puppy; 
most are scheduled for spay/neu-
ter treatment. 

Environmental/Sustainabil-
ity held an electronics recycling 
event and a Pollinator Circle 
meeting. Public Works provided 
123 Greenbelt Connection rides. 

Circus Camp, Camp Encore, 
Creative Kids Camp and Kinder 
Camp are in session. Summer 
arts classes include a pet portrait 
painting workshop. The Aquatic 
& Fitness Center reopened the 
refurbished baby/wading pool. 

Therapeutic Recreation fa-
cilitated a Library presentation 
at Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center. Park Rangers received 
reports of an unpermitted party 
at Schrom Hills Park, contacted 
police and facilitated dispersal of 
the crowd.

CARES bilingual sta൵ facili-
tated an immigration legal clinic, 
providing translation and support.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://r1md.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/advertising
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/advertising
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On the mornings of Monday, 
July 28 and Tuesday, July 29 the 
News Review o൶ce was bustling 
with creative kids. The Creative 
Kids Camp (CKC) is one of 
Greenbelt’s summer camps run 
by the city. This summer the 
campers are putting on Chris 
Cherry’s play Memory Quest in 
Central Park, the story of cous-
ins collecting memories for their 
grandmother who has become 
forgetful. 

Though current events spring 
to mind when one thinks about 
news, the campers learned that 
there are lots of Greenbelt memo-
ries to be found in the News 
Review’s archives. Some found 
themselves: winning a swim com-
petition, performing in a play or 
holding a fused bead stand. One 
camper even found her birth 
announcement! Other campers 
looked for their addresses and 
the memories of their homes. 
One shared the news of the ¿rst 
Greenbelt-born baby and several 
found stories and photos of their 
parents and looked up their camp 
counselors, too.

In 2015 CKC focused on 
literary arts and created their 
own newspaper – the front page, 
containing a camp controversy 
about whether a hot dog was 
a sandwich, was printed in the 
July 23, 2015, issue that the cur-
rent campers dug up. Then there 
were raised eyebrows when one 
camper asked what became of the 
Trader Joe’s that was reported to 
be taking over the Co-op Grocery 
Store some years ago – then they 
noticed that the date of that front 
page story was April 1, 2020. 
April Fool! Then there was more 
fun, looking for other issues that 
fell on April 1 over the last 88 
years.

The campers also got to han-
dle and try to make rubbings of 
the paper’s old engraved metal 
plates that were used to print im-
ages before such things were dig-
ital. And of course they learned 
the importance of precedent – 
how something established in the 
past can be important to the fu-
ture. Some were amazed to learn 
the Greenbelt News Review had 
a libel case against it that went 
all the way to the Supreme Court 
in 1970, where we won and set 
an important precedent for free-
dom of the press. Last year that 
case was cited by a small paper 
in Utah facing a defamation case, 
which they also won (see the 
September 11, 2024, issue).

The News Review was de-
lighted to host some of Green-
belt’s youth who were so excited 
to learn the memories preserved 
in our archives. We look forward 
to recording their stories, too.

Come to the CKC campers’ 
performance of Memory Quest in 
Central Park at 10 a.m. and 2:15 
p.m. on Friday, August 1 and Fri-
day, August 15 at the Community 
Center. For free tickets, visit the 
Community Center business o൶ce 
or call 301-397-2208. 

On July 28, Creative Kids 
Campers were joined by some 
special guests in their art classes. 
Mosaic artists Ali Mirsky and 
CG Duffy, of Baltimore-based 
Empact Art, spent the day with 
the campers glazing ceramic tiles 
for incorporation into a Green-
belt public art project. Empact 
Art is creating a sculpture of a 
cartwheeling ¿gure that will be 
installed at the entrance to the 
Braden Athletic Complex behind 
the Youth Center as part of a 
major renovation. The ceramic 
pieces will be embedded in the 
surface of the sculpture. Camp 
YOGO (Youth on the Go) will 
also be contributing to this proj-
ect.

“We had some great conversa-
tions and were happy to spend a 
day with the campers,” Mirsky 
commented. “The campers knew 
instantly that the sculpture was 
doing a cartwheel ... They got 
excited when we told them where 
it was going and how tall it was 
going to be [about 7’].” Alto-
gether, the campers glazed about 
3,500 tiles over the course of the 
day. “The most pieces that one 

Creative Kids Learn City’s History
Through News Review Archives

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Empact Art Meets Summer 
Campers in Public Sculpture 

by Nicole DeWald

camper glazed was around 100 ... 
which was a great source of pride 
for the camper.” Their energy and 
teamwork are key to the success 
of the project, which will require 
an estimated total of 15,000 tiles. 

Members of the broader com-
munity are invited to participate 
in free workshops in which the 
tiles will be combined on a Àex-
ible backing material for later 
incorporation into the sculpture. 
Advance sign-up is encouraged, 
at sugeni.us/VBCo. Use the tabs 
at the top to select a date: the 
Artful Afternoon workshops on 
Sunday, August 3 are for all ages, 
and the morning workshop on 
Wednesday, August 6 is specially 
for seniors.

The Braden Complex renova-
tion, including the sculpture com-
mission, is funded by the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act. City of 
Greenbelt Arts Programs are also 
supported in part by the Mary-
land State Arts Council and the 
Maryland National-Capital Park 
and Planning Commission. For 
more arts program information, 
follow @greenbeltrecreationarts 
on Instagram.

From left: Anneliese Hau-Andrew, Rose Platt and McKenna Lynch 
¿nd news of their swimming, photos of themselves, articles featuring 
their parents and even congratulations on their birth in an old Our 
Neighbors column.

Logan Sabina and 
Evander Cromp-
ton try writing a 
story on the News 
Review's old type-
writer.

Empact Art's Co-Founder and Colorer, CG Du൵y, works on glazing 
tiles with Creative Kids campers.

- Photos courtesy Greenbelt Recreation Arts

Campers from the "Centaurs" group apply red and orange glaze to 
their tiles

- Photos by Anna 
Bedford-Dillow

Centaurs and camp counselor Eric Childress, right, work on a large 
group of purple tiles.

Amy Knesel, Emerson, Chase and Leila Goddard (front) with 
the Greenbelt News Review at the Cli൵s of Moher in Ireland

Greenbelter Jaky Lilly reads the Greenbelt News Review at 
Dollywood Theme Park in Pigeon Forge, Tenn.
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Greenbelters Travel

http://sugeni.us/VBCo

