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Hundreds Attend Summit
For Public Servants at GMS

by Matt Neufeld

PHOTO COURTESY CITY OF GREENBELT

It was standing room only at the Public Servant Summit at Green-
belt Middle School on Saturday.

Several hundred people, in-
cluding many federal govern-
ment workers who recently were
fired as part of the mass federal
Department of Government Ef-
ficiency (DOGE) job-cutting ac-
tions, attended a free constituent
services job summit at Greenbelt
Middle School (GMS) on Sat-
urday, March 1, hosted by city,
county, state and federal govern-
ment officials in Maryland.

The many governmental, polit-
ical and union officials who were
organizers of the event included
U.S. Representative Glenn Ivey

(District 4) and Prince George’s
County Councilmember-At-Large
Jolene Ivey. Greenbelt Mayor
Emmett Jordan and Greenbelt
City Manager Josué Salmeron
also attended the event.

In the cafeteria, a capacity
crowd heard from, and addressed
questions to, a panel of leaders
of various labor unions repre-
senting federal employees. Those
officials gave updates about ac-
tions to fight the DOGE firings,
calling them illegal, unethical

See SUMMIT, page 11

Youth Musical Secret Circus
Delights as it Demonstrates Unity

by Melissa Sites

PHOTO BY AMANDA I:ARSEN

Gabriel Crompton as the Rlngmaster is surrounded by the cast
members of Secret Circus.

An enthusiastic and apprecia-
tive audience filled the house for
the 26th annual production of
the Greenbelt Youth Musical, Se-
cret Circus, directed and written
by Greenbelt Recreation’s Per-
forming Arts Coordinator Chris
Cherry, with musical direction
by Stefan Brodd and production
design by Nicole DeWald.

With a bare stage, a few roll-
ing set pieces, simple choreogra-
phy and beautiful costumes, the
emphasis of the production is on
the cast of 29 young performers,
who bring enthusiasm and joy
to the catchy tunes and clever

wordplay of Cherry’s work. Ev-
ery song brings the audience to
loud applause, interspersed with
happy cheers.

The musical showcases the
talents of several strong leads,
while also building ensembles
who work together to present
show pieces like the Playing
Cards, the Equestrians and the
little dogs with their mischievous
leader Malarkey (Levi Baker).
Kira Wilkinson as Madame Zara
commands the stage as the for-
tuneteller who runs the circus.

See MUSICAL, page 6

Braveboy Dems'
Candidate for
County Executive

PHOTO COURTESY BRAVEBOY CAMPAIGN

Aisha Braveboy

Polls for the special pri-
mary election opened Tuesday
morning March 4, allowing
voters to cast their ballot and
pick their nominee for Prince
George’s County’s next county
executive, a seat left open by
Angela Alsobrooks after she
was elected to the U.S. Senate
last November.

Twelve candidates were on
the ballot — nine Democrats
and three Republicans. Jolene
Ivey was among the Demo-
crats but withdrew from the
race after a large number of
mail-in ballots had already
been cast.

Preliminary results show
Aisha Braveboy, current State’s
Attorney, won the Democrat-
ic nomination, with a lead
of over 20 percent ahead of
the next highest vote-getters,
Rushern Baker and Calvin
Hawkins. Preliminary results
Wednesday morning showed
the three Republican candi-
dates — George McDermott,
Jesse Peed and Jonathan White
— separated by between 0.5
percent and 1.5 percent in a
race too close to call.

The Democratic and Repub-
lican nominees will compete
for the county executive posi-
tion in the Special Election
General Election that will take
place on June 3. Mail-in bal-
lots will be sent by April 19
and early voting begins May
28. Voter registration for the
general election closes on May
13.

In a strongly Democratic
county, Braveboy is likely to
become the next county execu-
tive in June.

What Goes On

Monday, March 10

7:30 p.m., No City Council
Meeting: National League of
Cities, Congressional Cities
Conference

Wednesday, March 12

7:30 p.m., Council Meeting,
Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5
or the meetings calendar at
greenbeltmd.gov for more
information.

Grocery Costs, Tariffs, Federal Funding
Cuts Loom Large for Meals on Wheels

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Meals on Wheels of College Park serves approximately 60 Greenbelt
residents. A third of the organization's funding is federally sourced.

Like many others, Lisa Eal-
ley is noticing the rising cost of
eggs, among other things. She’s
chair of Meals on Wheels in
College Park, and as the cost of
groceries rise, the organization is
simultaneously bracing for tar-
iffs to increase costs further and
for a federal funding freeze and
impending cuts to their budget,
about a third of which comes
from the federal government via
various grants. “No one seems
to understand the trickle-down
effect. We’ve been aware of this
the last six months, and now it’s
come to fruition,” says Ealley of
the federal cuts and policies.

Meals on Wheels of College

PHOTO BY KAREN YOHO

Park is the only remaining Meals
on Wheels program in Prince
George’s County — one in Hy-
attsville closed due to lack of
financing and one in Cheverly,
operating from Prince George’s
County Hospital, closed when the
hospital did. The College Park
program feeds about 200 people a
day, including many Greenbelters
— Ealley estimates around 60.
The program relies heavily on
federal funds received through
county grants, from which they
were told last week to anticipate
less. County councilmembers
who allocate funding to various

See MEALS, page 10

PGCPS Administration Meets
With Council for Worksession

by Erik Hanson

Several members of Prince
George’s County Public Schools
(PGCPS) administration, in-
cluding Superintendent Millard
House II, attended the February
25 worksession of the Greenbelt
City Council. The discussion
covered recent federal changes,
the academic performance of
Greenbelt schools, a possible
shared use agreement for Green-

belt Middle School athletic fields
and the Springhill Lake Elemen-
tary School building project.
House noted that PGCPS had
responded to recent changes in
federal immigration policy en-
forcement by creating an im-
migration resource hub. He said
that there was no increase in

See PGCPS, page 8

Greenbelt Schools Math Scores
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CHART BY RYAN COLASANTI, DATA FROM PGCPS

The percentage of students proficient in math at each school in
Greenbelt for school years 2023 and 2024, according to the data
presented by PGCPS administration at the worksession
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Letters to the Editor

Now Is the Time

How distressing to learn that
council’s commitment to JEDI
was not passed unanimously!
Greenbelt is Great! Greenbelt is

be united and strong in protecting
your constituents and our democ-
racy. I urge you three to read On
Tyranny by Timothy Snyder and
How We Learn to Be Brave by

Brave! Greenbelt is fully com- DBishop Mariann Edgar Budde.

mitted to justice, diversity, equity
and inclusion! Mayor Jordan,
Mr. Roberts and Ms. Pope, do
not be afraid. Now is the time to

fall.”

“United we stand, divided we

Carolyn Larkin

Don’t forget to set your
clocks forward on Sunday

Carol Sla-
tin enjoys a |
mai tai while
reading the
News Review |
in Jamaica.
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With the Pacific Ocean in the background, Suzette Agans
stands on volcanic rock from the 2018 eruption on the big
island in Hawaii on January 24.

Correction

On page 7 of last week’s
issue, the member of the Black
History and Culture Committee
pictured second from the left
was Lisa Gordon.

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Anora

Winning a staggering five trophies at this year’s Oscars, the film
from director Sean Baker is an audacious, thrilling and comedic
variation on a modern-day Cinderella story. Best Actress win-
ner Mikey Madison captivates as Ani, a young sex worker from
Brooklyn whose life takes an unexpected turn when she meets and
impulsively marries Vanya, the impetuous son of a Russian billion-
aire. However, when Vanya’s parents catch wind of the union, they
send their henchmen to annul the marriage, setting off a wild chase
through the streets of New York. Flipping fairy tale lore upside
down, Anora, like its titular anti-princess, may make you laugh and
still break your heart.

No Other Land

For half a decade, Basel Adra, a Palestinian activist, films his
community of Masafer Yatta being destroyed by Israel’s occupation,
as he builds an unlikely alliance with a journalist from the other
side, Israeli Yuval Abraham, who joins his fight. An elegantly as-
sembled diary of the Palestinian experience, the film is a harrowing
document that leaves traces of hope for a better future. The film
garnered a win for Best Documentary at this year’s Oscars in spite
of not being distributed to theaters in the U.S. Said critic Calum
Baker of Radio Times: “Though undoubtedly grave, this stark film
finds heart and humanity in the relationship that develops between
Adra and Abraham, and in the dignity with which the citizens of
Masafer Yatta resist their gradual expulsion.”

Cowboy Bebog) The Movie

In this animated feature bas n the Japanese anime television
series that aired from 1998 to 1999, a slacker (Koichi Yamadera)
and a former policeman (Unshd Ishizuka) lead a gang of bounty
hunters to find a terrorist who detonated a bomb.
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Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034
www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members Always $6.50!
Member kids are always FREE!

Adults $9, Kids $6,
Senior/Student/Military $8

All shows before 5 PM:
Adults $7, Kids $5

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions
evs = Descriptive Video Service/

SHOWTIMES:
[ MARCH 7th - 13th \

Anora (R) (CC)
(DVS) (2024) (139 mins)
Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Fri. 7:30 PM
Sat. 7:30 PM
Sun. 5:00 PM
Mon. 2:45 PM (OC)
Tues. 7:00 PM
Thurs. 7:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:00 PM
Sat. 5:00 PM
Sun. 230 PM
Mon. 5:15 PM
Wed. 7:00 PM

No Other Land
(NR) (2024) (95 mins)
Arabic with English subtitles
Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Fri. 5:15 PM
Sat. 5:15 PM
Sun. 2:45 PM
Mon. 5:45 PM
Wed. 7:15 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 800 PM
Sat. 800 PM
Sun. 5:30 PM
Mon. 3:00 PM
Tues. 7115 PM
Thurs. 7:15 PM

Cowboy Bebop: The Movie
(R) (2001) (115 mins)
Cinema Pop! In Japanese
with English subtitles

S0, YOUVE
BEEN UNDER
A LOT OF

STRESS?

{ JUST DON'T
UNDERSTAND WHY
WE EGGS ARE GETTING

BLAMED FOR THIS!

- Rosanne Douglas

Send Us Your High Resolution Photos!

The News Review encourages readers to send in photos of
Greenbelt landmarks, activities and the changing seasons. Photos
should be at least 300 dpi, and must include the name of the pho-
tographer and a caption. The caption must name any identifiable
people in the photo, as well as explain the picture.

If you are sending photos from your phone, please choose the
option to send "actual size", or upload the photos to your computer
first and then email the photos at full size. Send photos to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Letters Policy

Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not
guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's
name, physical address, and telephone number.
Only the name will be published; the News <%
Review will consider requests for the name to
be withheld.

\{e-
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Community Events

At the Library

Greenbelt Library’s regular
hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to
6 p.m., Tuesdays and Wednes-
days noon to 8 p.m., Thursdays
and Fridays 10 am. to 6 p.m.,
Saturdays 10 am. to 5 p.m. and
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m.

Storytimes

Friday, March 7, 11:15 a.m.,
ages 2 to 3. Register at pgemls.
info/event/12797067.

Wednesday, March 12, 12:15
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at
pgemls.info/event/12797036.

Thursday, March 13, 10:15
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register
at pgemls.info/event/12796943.

Women’s History Month

This March, the Prince
George’s County Memorial Li-
brary System (PGCMLS) is cel-
ebrating Women’s History Month.
County libraries will highlight
the achievements, contributions
and inspiring legacy of women
throughout history and the pres-
ent day with fun and educational
programs, book displays and
exhibits.

Virtual Events

PGCMLS continues to offer
virtual events for the public.
A full schedule of upcoming
programs may be accessed at
pgemls.info/events.

Passport Services

Greenbelt Library serves as a
U.S. Passport Acceptance Facil-
ity. Applications are accepted
by appointment only; schedule a
30-minute appointment by calling
240-455-5451 or visiting pgemls.
info/passport-services.

Golden Age Club

March Schedule

The Golden Age Club meets
most Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in
Room 201 of the Community
Center. The club does not meet
when inclement weather delays
or closes Prince George’s County
schools. Annual dues are up for
renewal.

Here is the schedule for up-
coming meetings:

March 12 — Dan Wendel will
speak to us on tax preparations
and answer any questions.

March 19 — Celebration of
club members with birthdays in
March.

March 26 — Bingo.

More Community Events
are located throughout
the paper.

Dance Party Saturday

Greenbelt Honk! Situation,
Greenbelt’s community street
band, is hosting a free New Or-
leans-inspired dance party on
Saturday, March 8 at The SPACE
Free Art for All in Beltway Plaza
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Celebrants
are encouraged to wear their
Mardi Gras-inspired finest and
their dancing shoes. Greenbelt
Honk! Situation will play several
second-line favorites inspired by
bands like the Dirty Dozen Brass
Band, Preservation Hall Brass
Band and other New Orleans
favorites.

The SPACE Free Art for All
event space is on the second floor
above Three Brothers Pizza.

For more information, visit
greenbelthonksituation.com.

AssistanceforUkraine
On Wednesday evening, March
12 at 7 p.m. at the GATe TV stu-
dio, the Greenbelt Refugee Aid
Committee (GRACE) will host a
fundraiser to help provide defen-
sive drones for Ukraine. These
affordable weapons are used to
shoot down incoming Russian
attack drones or enemy offen-
sive targets. They help prevent
citizens from becoming victims
or refugees and defend commu-
nities. The committee will show
videos that demonstrate what
these technologies do and how
important they are in protecting
people, especially in this conflict.
The committee wrote that in the
wake of the latest debacle from
the White House, this assistance
is needed now more than ever.
Greenbelt Access Television is
located at the Community Center,
15 Crescent Road, Room 204.
Refreshments and discussion
will be included with the short
videos. Cannot attend but want
to help? Let GRACE know.
Call Frank Gervasi at 301-467-
2418 for more information, visit
Greenbeltrefugeeaid.com or email
greenbeltrefugeeaid@gmail.com.

The SPACE

Pi Day Party

Join The SPACE Crew on
Friday, March 14, 7 to 9:30
p-m., for a Pi Day party in the
Upper SPACE at Beltway Plaza
Mall (former Big Lots location,
above Joann Fabrics). This is
a fundraiser for The SPACE
with real homemade pie, hands-
on art activities for all ages,
and community celebrations.
Visit freeartforall.org for more
information and to RSVP.

Make Circus Animal
Ears on March 9

Local artist Vanessa Zanin de-
signed and created the costumes
for the circus dogs in Secret Cir-
cus, the Greenbelt Youth Musical
(from left, Levi Baker, Nolan
Fendlay and James Platt). She’ll
help others make their own circus
animal ears at Artful Afternoon.

Enjoy a free all-ages art work-
shop at Springhill Lake Recre-
ation Center on Sunday, March
9. Make circus animal ears with
local artist Vanessa Zanin. All
materials will be provided for
the ears, which will be suitable
to attach to a hoodie, beanie or
any type of hat. Attendees should
bring their own hoodie or hat.
Headbands or clips will be pro-
vided for those who don’t want
ears attached to a hat.

The first seating will be from
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. A 2:30 to 3:30
p.m. seating will be added if
needed. Advance sign-up is rec-
ommended. Walk-ups are also
welcome as space and supplies
permit.

Pre-register at sugeni.us/VpS8p.

Labor Day Festival

Seeks Volunteers

The Greenbelt Labor Day
Festival Committee will hold
their annual meeting on Tuesday,
March 11 at 7:30 p.m. in Room
114 of the Community Center.
This is a good opportunity for
potential new volunteers to meet
the committee and learn about
opportunities to help organize the
2025 Festival. To find out more,
visit greenbeltlaborday.com or
email greenbeltlaborday@gmail.
com.

PHO'I% BY AMANDA LARSEN

No Laughing Matter

Cures Winter Blues

Greenbelt Arts Center (GAC)
has the perfect prescription to
cure the winter blues with No
Laughing Matter, a comedy writ-
ten, produced and directed by lo-
cal artist Jeff Dunne. In the play
two bungling FBI (Federal Bu-
reau of IDIOTS) agents verbally
spar with each other throughout
their endeavors to catch a spy, a
Russian spy. Their focus is on a
recent Russian immigrant who is
still learning English. His mis-
takes with the language add to
many comedic opportunities.

No Laughing Matter plays
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.
and Sundays at 2 p.m. through
March 8 at the Greenbelt Arts
Center, 123 Crescent Road.
For more information go to
greenbeltartscenter.org.

Youth Musical
Secret Circus

As the tide of fascism rises in
1930s Europe, a traveling circus
races against time to smuggle
a disabled girl named Anya to
safety. The Greenbelt Youth Mu-
sical: Secret Circus is this year’s
theatrical offering written and
directed by Christopher Cherry.

The final performances are at
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on Saturday,
March 8. Tickets are available
for purchase at the Community
Center business office, 301-397-
2208. Advance purchase is highly
recommended.

Greenbelt Recreation
Spring Registration

The Greenbelt Recreation
Spring Activity Guide is available
at greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide.
Spring session registration opened
for Greenbelt residents on Mon-
day, March 3 and will open to all
at 10 a.m. on Monday, March 10.

Greenbelt Recreation classes
range from preschool art to se-
nior ceramics, karate to ballroom
dance. Registration instructions
and contact information for in-
quiries are located in the Activity
Guide.

Tick, Tick... Boom!
At Greenbelt Arts Center

Before Rent, there was Tick,
Tick ... Boom! This autobio-
graphical musical by Jonathan
Larson, the Pulitzer Prize- and
Tony Award-winning composer of
Rent, is the story of a composer
and the sacrifices that he made to
achieve his big break in theater.
Tick, Tick ... Boom! takes one
on the playwright/composer’s
journey that led to a Broadway
blockbuster. This show includes
topics such as recreational drug
use, discussion of mortality and
death, terminal illness, sexual
content and mature language.
It opens Friday, March 21 with
performances on Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 p.m. and Sundays
at 2 p.m. through April 12 at the
Greenbelt Arts Center, 123 Cres-
cent Road. On Sunday, March
30 and Friday, April 11 all sup-
porting personnel and audience
members are required to wear
masks so those who are immuno-
compromised have an opportunity
to see the show. Tickets are re-
quired. For more information go
to greenbeltartscenter.org.

Board Games Night
Greenbelt Unplugged game
night is Monday, March 10, the
second Monday of the month.
Meet at the Community Center
on Monday from 7 to 9:30 p.m.
in Room 114. Games will be
available, or bring favorites to
share. Questions? Email events@
greenbeltunplugged.org.

Greenbelt Chess Club

Meeting Tuesday

The Greenbelt Chess Club
will meet on Tuesdays, March
11, March 18 and March 25. The
meetings will take place at the
Youth Center from 6:30 to 8:45
p.m. The club welcomes people
of all ages and skill levels. To
be added to the mailing list,
visit tinyurl.com/ycy2nz4m and
complete the brief form. Email
questions to greenbeltchessclub@
gmail.com.

#8This Week at the New Deal Café#$

SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show!

0

c!s

Greenbelt, MD
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD

Monday, 9am-9pm; Tuesday—Thursday, 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday, 9am — 12midnight;

Sunday, 9am - 9pm

TH 3/06 FRI 3/07 SAT 3/08 SUN 3/09
@ MADEJ FRENCH CONVERSATION, The Roustabouts COMMUN:;T%DI;‘I)JM CIRCLE, ASL BRUNCH, 10:30-12noon
5:30p - 6:30pm w0 -
® 87‘ Wolf's Blues Show &sit-|  _8-11pm MARDI GRAS PARTY Hotlsleggwn
, In Jam A fresh take on roots s -
(] NASA’s MAD Theater Presents: 6:30 - 10pm and blues featuring a Black Masala One of DC’s finest
H Big, bodacious boogie | 4 namic jead fiddle | Brassy, DC based outfit|  bluegrass & old-time
AlmOSt, Ma' he blues jam MUSIC BEGINS AT 8PM bands
by John Cariani
Directed by Aly Bayens & James Pildis MON 3/10 TUES 3/11 WED 3/12 FRENCICHOF%\{I?I-%%ATION New Deal Cafe
Produced by Jon Gardner APPREAFMBER aut | NDC Open Mic w/ | BOOK CLUB, 11a-12p 5:30p - 6:30pm PLEASE TIP
4-9pm Tom Gleason Drag Bingow/ | The Pilgrims of ISE?:ERSNL:YS';X;{
K Livﬁ Ba/n |\c,|| k Sign7u-pgs:§?%r'20pm D’Mandga i De7eg il Bvl\\l'gl\)/\?A'}\lETc THEW T0
: araoke w/ Mike - : 7-9pm -9pm
S e o ¥ Scott & Friends | SHOWUSYOUR |  Free unlimited | GetYour GreenOn | ighGeeste
nine short stories about the 3 weekends: March 7 - 22 — 7-9m : i b|n9”0! . . MINIMUM: $10] .
residents of Almost, Maine who  Tickets: $22/$20/$12; $4 discount Mar. 7-9 Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.
find themselves falling in and 30-minute musical cabaret before each show FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.
out of love in unexpected ways. www.madtheate r.org
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Romell Sandoval
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Romell Sandoval

Romell Sabanete Sandoval
Roca, 50, of Greenbelt and San
Marcos, El Salvador, died sud-
denly on January 20, 2025, in
Fridley, Minn., after his car was
struck by a speeding drunk driver.
A resident of Greenbelt since
2001, Romell lived at 24 Court
Ridge Road until 2019 when he
moved with his wife and son to
Greendale Place in Lakewood. He
had been staying in Minnesota to
help his father with his construc-
tion business.

Romell was a professional
sign-maker by trade who first
learned his craft painting signs
and murals by hand in his na-
tive El Salvador and was highly
regarded at his two places of
employment in Minnesota. At
Signation Sign Group, his skills
afforded him the unique role of
working in both production and
installation, and at The Imagine
Group, where he was a laser table
operator cutting large format fab-
ric digital edge graphics for cor-
porate clients, he had begun train-
ing others and was also helping
members of his team to advance
their English skills. His work at
Imagine will be on display in
Target stores in early spring.

Romell was also a profession-
ally trained bartender, having
graduated from the Professional
Bartending School in Arlington,
Va. He earned accolades for his
expertly crafted cocktails as a
mixologist and bar captain at
Martin’s Crosswinds in Greenbelt
and at the former David’s restau-
rant in Maryland Live! Casino,
and enjoyed creating his own
signature drinks for family and
friends.

Romell grew up in San Mar-
cos, outside the capital city of
San Salvador, where he was
raised by his maternal grandpar-
ents, Virgilio and Blanca Luz. As
a child he spent every moment
outside, playing soccer, basketball
and exploring the natural wonders
of El Salvador. Encouraged by his

Greenbelt
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Christ-centered
Biblical
& Reformed

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30am
Sunday School 9:15am

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00pm

101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt, MD
www.greenbeltbaptist.org

Obituaries

grandfather, with whom he had a
special relationship, he nurtured a
life-long love for animals, keep-
ing many turtles and rabbits and
frequenting the local zoo. He
earned a scholarship for his high
school studies, graduating with
a bachelor’s degree in industrial
electronics; he also studied mu-
sic, art and commercial drawing.
Prior to coming to the U.S., he
served on the El Salvador police
force, where he had been the
fastest runner in the Academy.
After coming to the U.S.,
Romell worked in construction
for many years as a siding me-
chanic until he met his future
wife Kristin, who encouraged and
supported him in returning to his
true vocation as a sign man. He
worked at numerous sign shops
in the area, including the Uni-
versity of Maryland, and learned
all aspects of the business, from
sales to installation, even running
his own sign business for a time.
A life-long learner and natural
athlete, Romell was competitive
in his quest to be the best at
whatever he did, whether it was
playing the flute, playing chess
or playing basketball. He was ex-
tremely proud of his son Daniel,
loved to talk and held deep af-
fection and love for those closest

to him. He treasured Greenbelt
Lake, with all its resident turtles,
as well as Greenbelt’s forests,
and had a reverence for indig-
enous cultures. Romell adored his
dogs Lucky Scamp and Buggy,
their friend Kylo and his rabbits
Angelo, Winnie, Bennie, Teddy
and Dixie. He always enjoyed a
good boxing match, soccer game
and seafood meal — he could
eat anyone under the table. His
true generosity, strength of spirit,
lively talks about aliens and joy
of living life in the moment will
be deeply missed by all who
knew him.

In addition to his son Dan-
iel, Romell is survived by his
wife of 20 years, the love of
his life, Kristin Fletcher; his
mother Maria Blanca Luz Roca
de Linares (Luis); father Nés-
tor Bladimir Sandoval Alonzo;
grandmother Maria Blanca Luz
Alvarenga de Roca; grandmother
Josefa Henriqueta Sandoval Pino;
brother Néstor Bladimir Sandoval
Roca; half-sisters Yessenia Beat-
riz Roca (Milton), Kenia Soraya
Sandoval Arias, Karen Sandoval
Ostorga and Mayesnes Yamileth
Sandoval Mata; half-brothers Luis
and Fernando Linares Roca and

See OBITUARIES, page 12

COME T0 OUR NEW LOCATION

15 Crescent Rd
ALL ARE WELCOME!

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GREENBELT

Mass Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Community Center Room 114

A Roman Catholic
Intentional Eucharistic
Community

OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:

CCGl1985+owneregroups.io

Memorial Service
Aphrodite Matsakis

There will be a gathering
and liturgy service to mark
the one-year anniversary of
Aphrodite Matsakis’ death next
Saturday, March 8 from 10
to 11 a.m. at St. Theodore’s
Greek Orthodox Church at
7101 Cipriano Road, in Lan-
ham.

At the end of the service
there will be a memorial
prayer for her and then a light
lunch at her daughter’s house
from 11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at 65 Ridge Road, Unit H
in Greenbelt, directly across
the street from the Greenbelt
Elementary School parking
lot. Lunch will be outdoors,
weather permitting. Theodora
and Magdalena invite all to
join them for some or all of
these events.

g2

Our condolences to the family
and friends of Romell Sandoval
who died on January 20. His love
of life will be missed by all. A
celebration of life service will be
planned for late spring.

Congratulations to the Green-
belt Middle School Science Bowl
team, who successfully defended
their county title and won the
regional competition. They will
compete in the nationals in April.

elghb

Send details of your news to
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

LISTEN to the
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan
Washington Ear
301-681-6636

No special equipment needed

NMNWE

“O SON OF SPIRIT! The best beloved of all things in My

sight is Justice. ... By its aid thou shalt see with thine own

eyes and not through the eyes of others, and shalt know of
thine own knowledge and not through the knowledge

of thy neighbor.”

— Baha’u’llah

Greenbelt Baha’i Community

www.greenbeltbahais.org

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt
Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors
Find us on i facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-5410
Pastor Evelyn Romero

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate hope with us.

&

We Preach Christ Crucified

Holy Cross
Lutheran Church
6905 Greenbelt Rd

Greenbelt, MD 20770

Ash Wednesday:
March 5, 7am and 7 pm

Lenten Services:
Thursdays 7pm
(March 13, 20, 27;
April 3, 10)

St. John's Episcopal Church

11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for
Worship & Sunday School
at 10:00 AM

COMMUNITY CHURCH

The Bible Says...

Lent-Week #1
Therefore bear fruit

in keeping with repentance
Matthew 3:8

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)
MCFcc.org

JJoin'Us Sunda;
s 10: I 55AM

and

Church School
facellé '.:gom/GC)%lJC‘CMD

: %greenl*lfc'ommunit uhih.org.
. T 5 W o N

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE ™
CATHOLIC CHURCH

* Daily Mass: Mon-Fri 7:15am®*, Sat 9am*
* Sunday Mass:
o Sat vigil 5pm*

*Live
streamed
on
Facebook

= Sun 8am, 9:30am,11lam ::fi]ahle
 Confessions Saturday 3pm - 4pm. ;“"’_‘I'_’b
Masks for the unvaccinated encouraged. p:; :k:
CE‘]._.EBRATE WITH US
~ 135 Crescent Rd. == = AR
WWW.S! ble.org

Mishkan Torah Congregation

~=>_ 10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family

Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am

Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

in the 21st century.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

@ Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

March 9, 2025 at 3:00 pm
The Gift of Time

Anthony Jenkins with Worship Associate Carol Boston

Phone: 301-937-3666

www.pbuuc.org

&

In the spirit of our March theme (Generosity) and our 2025 PBUUC Stewardship

Campaign, we’ll explore the ways in which we are each stewards of our individual

time. We’ll also consider how investing intentional time in self-care can help us make
the most of the time we spend with others.

Streaming on PBUUC'S Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD



mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
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THE CITY OF

City Information & Events

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out
the City calendar for
all up to date events at
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday, March 12 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION

Call to Order

Roll Call

Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Reading of the Greenbelt Community Pledge

Petitions and Requests

Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations (ltems on the
Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by
staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS

Presentations

- Women'’s History Month Proclamation
* Minutes

Administrative Reports

* Committee Reports

LEGISLATION

- Charter Amendment Resolution of the Council of the City

of Greenbelt to Amend Section 4 “Creation; Qualifications;
Compensation” of the City Charter to Raise the Compensation of the
Council; -2nd Reading and Adoption

OTHER BUSINESS

- Review of State/County Legislation

- Federal Earmark Priorities for Discussion

- Council Activities

- Council Reports

* Meetings

* Stakeholders

* Resignation/Appointment to Advisory Board
* Approval of the Fourth of July Contract

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at
(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

CONSTITUENT SERVICES SURVEY
Dear Greenbelt Residents,

As the City’s Constituent Services Coordinator, | am committed to ensuring

that our city meets your needs. I'd like to invite you to share your feedback by
completing our Constiuent Services Survey. Your feedback offer us guidance on
how to improve constituent services. The
survey is open through March 14 and |
encourage every resident to participate.

Constituent Services Feedback
Survey for The City of Greenbelt

You can find the survey by scanning the QR
code or by visiting https://ow.ly/xKzM50V6Is3.
You may also contact me directly if you would
like a paper copy of the survey or the survey in
another language.

I look forward to hearing from you all.
Thank you,
Gizelle Alvarez

DONATE TO THE PINK PANTRY

Providing free access to menstruation products for low-income residents in
Greenbelt. You can help donate by hosting a community drive or through individual
donations.

Seeking donations of pads, heat pads, feminine wipes, cotton washcloths, sensitive
laundry detergent, sensitive feminine wash, sensitive body wash & bar soap.

Contact Katherine Farzin at (240) 542-2019 or kfarzin@greenbeltmd.gov.

DONATE TO THE GREENBELT NURSERY PROJECT

Providing support for low-income Greenbelt parents with nursery items. You
can help donate by hosting a community drive, through individual donations, or
volunteering at our quarterly distribution.

Seeking donations of gentle laundry detergent, laundry detergent pods, basic
thermometers, baby/child nail clippers, night lights, and baby proofing products.

Contact Katherine Farzin at (240) 542-2019 or kfarzin@greenbeltmd.gov.

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS BY LUMINIS HEALTH

Thursday, March 13 from 10 am -1 pm
Springhill Lake Recreation Center, 6101 Cherrywood Lane

First come, first serve. Luminis Health will be offering FREE health screenings,
including blood pressure screenings,
diabetes screenings, and cholesterol
screenings.

To register, call (240) 424-0302.

) Luminis Health

MEETINGS FOR MARCH 10 - 14
Monday, March 10, NO MEETING

Tuesday, March 11 at 7 pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TREES, On
the Agenda: Finalize Planning for Arbor Day Event, Possible Activities
Acnowledging the 25th Year Since ACT Was Established

Wednesday, March 12 at 7:30 pm, COUNCIL MEETING

Thursday, March 13 at 5:30 pm, COMMUNITY RELATIONS
ADVISORY BOARD

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to

submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or
email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For
confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

FREE SPAY/NEUTER SERVICES

Greenbelt Animal Services is providing FREE SPAY/
NEUTER SERVICES for citizens of Greenbelt.

If you have a pet in need of this service and you live

within the City of Greenbelt, please email us at animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov
to receive an application.

S.A.l.L. WITH GIVES
Senior Avoiding Isolation & Loneliness

The SAIL Program in partner with the GIVES aims to support older adults age
60+ or individuals 50 + who have a disability, to reduce feelings of isolation while
working to increase community engagement by broadening their access to vital
supports.

SAIL provides friendly, in-person visits or cphone calls, free nursing assessments,
community student nursing visits, mental health counseling, case management
visits, information and referral of resources, and so much more!

Contact us at (240) 244-6010 or at ngarcia

SAIL is also seeking volunteers who are deeply committed to making a
positive impact on society and humanity. Call (240) 244-6010 to volunteer!

reenbeltmd.gov.

PUBLIC STATEMENT
REGARDING PRINCE
GEORGE’S COUNTY
FIRE/EMS SUMMER
STAFFING PLAN FOR
GREENBELT VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Greenbelt, MD - The City of
Greenbelt is disappointed in the
County’s decision to reassign 24
career personnel from Greenbelt
Station 835 on July 1, resulting

in the removal of all career
personnel from our Station.
County Fire Chief Tiffany Green
and County leadership ordered
the redeployment of 55 career
firefighters from Berwyn Heights,
Greenbelt, Bunker Hill, and Bowie
Station. We are gravely concerned
with the impact in response times
of emergencies in Greenbelt and
our surrounding areas.

Greenbelt will continue to work

in tandem with College Park and
Berwyn Heights alongside County
leadership in addressing our
concerns and fighting for the City
of Greenbelt.

WHO CAN | CONTACT?

Office of the County Executive

countyexecutive@co.pg.md.us
(301) 952-4131

Office of the County Fire Chief
tdgreen@co.pg.md.us
(301) 883-5200

At-Large County Council
Member Hawkins
At-LargeMemberHawkins@co.pg.
md.us

(301) 952-2195

County Council Member
District 4
councildistrict4@co.pg.md.us
(301) 952-3094

Letters of Support to keep/return
career staffing to Greenbelt Station
835 can be sent to:

City of Greenbelt, 25 Crescent
Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 or

council@greenbeltmd.gov.

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

In the City of Greenbelt, we remain committed to embracing and celebrating the
diversity of all. As our nation undergoes change, feelings of pride, uncertainty, and
even fear may arise. Yet, we stand firm in the pledge that has defined Greenbelt
since its inception and will not falter.

Community Pledge:

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation.
We celebrate all people. By sharing together all are enriched. We strive to be a
respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

Learn more at https://www.greenbeltmd.gov/government/know-your-rights-
immigration-resources.

Greenbelt Youth Musical

SECRET CIRCUS
Saturday, March 8. TWO SHOWINGS! 2 pm & 7 pm
Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

Purchase Tickets for the Greenbelt Youth Musical: SECRET CIRCUS by
Christopher Cherry!

As the tide of fascism rises in 1930’s Europe, a traveling circus races against time to
smuggle a disabled girl named Anya to safety.

Tickets ($5) available at the Greenbelt Community Center business office, (301)
397-2208. Advance purchase highly recommended.

TRAIN THE TRAINER - KNOW YOUR RIGHTS SESSION
Saturday, March 8, 10 am
Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road

We are excited to offer, in partnership with Sanabria & Associates, a “Train

the Trainer” session to strengthen our collective capacity to support immigrant
communities. We will equip community leaders, organizers, and staff with the
knowledge and tools to educate others on their rights when interacting with ICE.
Not only will this session provide essential information on ICE interactions, but it will
also train attendees on how to conduct their own “Know Your Rights” training for
community members who may not have access to these resources.

Register at https://forms.office.com/r/WeyfCNkY3n.
Contact Gizelle Alvarez at galvarez@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2020.

APPLY FOR STUDIO SPACE

Fine artists and artisans: apply for studio space at the Greenbelt Community Center
24 hr access. $238.94/month starting in July. By April 1: request a studio tour
(required). Applications due April 9, 4pm. Visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts.

ARTFUL AFTERNOON

Artful Afternoon March 9nd, 2025 Enjoy a FREE all-ages art workshop at Springhill
Lake Recreation Center! Make Circus Animal Ears with local artist Vanessa Zanin!
Pre-registration recommended: https://sugeni.us/Vp8p, walk-ins welcome!

COMMITTEES & BOARDS
VACANCIES
VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt
Committees & Boards is an
excellent opportunity to engage
with your community and make a
difference. Choose from a number
of committees & boards such as
the Advisory Committee on
Trees, Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee, the Youth Advisory
Committee, or the Advisory
Committee on Education, Arts
Advisory Board, Board of Elections,
Community Relations Advisory
Board, Employee Relations
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory
Committee on Environmental
Sustainability, or the Park and
Recreation Advisory Board and
make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the first step towards making a
positive impact and apply for one of
these committee vacancies today!

Call (301) 474-8000.

AGING SOLO
The second Friday of each month March 14, - August 8, 1-2:30 pm
Greenbelt Community Center, Ground Floor East, 15 Crescent Road

Aging Solo is a nationally recognized program that empowers individuals to take
control of their aging journey. Through this program, participants will engage in
self-reflection, develop a comprehensive support network, and implement practical
plans to enhance their quality of life.

To register, please call (240) 424-0302.

WINTER SOCIAL FT. DC HAND DANCE CLUB
FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2 PM
Greenbelt Community Center Gym, 15 Crescent Road

Join Greenbelt Recreation and the D.C. Hand Dance Club as we learn a unique
style of dance that originated in Washington D.C. in the mid 1950’s. The D.C. Hand
Dance Club will teach this smooth style of swing evolved from Jitterbug.

All levels are welcome! Contact Priya Gardner Lemieux, (240) 542-2056,
ardner@greenbeltmd.gov, for more information. FREE, no registration required.
Events are 60+ (Open to All Ages)

COMPOST YOUR FOOD SCRAPS

For 6 months your food scraps can be collected for free to reduce food waste and
return valuable compost to Greenbelt. Compost Crew will pick up your food scraps
weekly and deliver them to their Compost Outpost at Trinity

Questions? Luisa Robles: [robles@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 542-2153.

FREE SENIOR PLANET CLASSES - MEDIA & HEALTH
FOR ADULTS 60+. FREE. IN-PERSON, 11 AM - 12:15 PM
Greenbelt Community Center, Ground Floor East, 15 Crescent Rd

March 18. Mobile Health Apps
Introducing common health applications on your mobile device.

These classes are facilitated by Flora Li, Brendy Maddox, and Katherine
Farzin. To register or view a full list of classes, email Kelly Lange at klange@
reenbeltmd.gov or call Brendy Maddox at (240) 424-0302.

BIKE TO WORK DAY 2025
REGISTRATION OPEN!

Bike to Work Day is Thursday, May
15, 2025. Join us at more than 100
pit stops in DC, MD, and VA for this
FREE event for a fun and healthy
way to start your day. The first 18,000
who register and attend at a pit

stop receive a FREE T-shirt. Free
giveaways, food, and beverages at
participating locations, while supplies
last.

Register at biketoworkmetrodc.org.

GREENBELT WELCOME KITS!

We're looking for materials to add

to the City’s Welcome Kits for new
residents and visitors. Please drop-off
to the Municipal Building, Chondria
Andrews, 25 Crescent Road no

later than 4 pm on April 25. Email
candrews@greenbeltmd.gov for more

information or assistance.




Page 6

GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

Thursday, March 6, 2025

MAD Theater Presents
A Play and a Cabaret

by Anne Gardner

PHOTO BY JAMES PILDIS

Courtney Mclntosh, left, and Hope Shapiro rehearse a scene in

Almost, Maine.

Weathering the storms, both
meteorological and political,
members of Goddard’s Music
and Drama Club (MAD) have
thrown themselves into producing
both a play and a musical cabaret
this winter. Over the weekends
of March 7 through 22, they will
present the play Almost, Maine
by John Cariani, and each per-
formance will be preceded by 30
minutes of musical cabaret.

Almost, Maine is a play about
love, loss and a bit of magic
in a fictional town. It consists
of nine short stories about the
residents of Almost, Maine, who

Artist’s Studio

Available July:

Greenbelt Recreation is now
accepting applications for studio
space at the Community Center
through the city’s Artist in Resi-
dence Program. New residencies
will begin in July. This oppor-
tunity is open to fine artists and
artisans ages 18 and up, including
both residents and nonresidents of
Greenbelt. The program is best
suited for artists who are inter-
ested in being part of a profes-
sional, creative community and
who are interested in engaging

find themselves falling in and out
of love in unexpected ways. The
cabaret will also have a romantic
comedy theme, perfect for chas-
ing away the winter blues.

The play is directed by Aly
Bayens and James Pildis, who
were featured onstage this past
fall in Mary Poppins, and is
produced by Greenbelter Jon
Gardner. Tickets must be bought
in advance and shown to the
security guard at the entrance to
the Barney and Bea Recreation
Center on Good Luck Road. Visit
madtheater.org.

Space Will Be
Apply in April

members of the general public
through teaching, studio open
houses and service activities. No
vacancies are anticipated, but a
limited number of incumbents
reapply to the program annually
and new applicants are also in-
vited to apply for consideration.
Learn more at bit.ly/3R2URYO.
Contact staff at 240-542-2057
by Tuesday, April 1 to schedule
a tour (required) and apply by
Wednesday, April 9.

Marc Manheimer, Annie Haber and the News Review
went on a safari in Tanzania. Here, they are at the
Mary Leakey memorial in the Olduvai Gorge.

PHOTO BY ALLY HAJI

MUSICAL continued from page 1

Hannah Baker grounds the show
with her calm portrayal of Anya,
a young woman whose physical
disability marks her as a target
for the Paper Doll Police, a group
of dangerous authoritarians whose
hatred of difference threatens the
unique folks of the Circus. Ezra
Pitts gives Ezra the Lion terrific
comic energy, shining as bright as
his gorgeous costume. The side-
show prodigies, including “seal
boy” Rufus (Shawford Jackson)
and “elephant princess” Titania

(Ida Ellison) capture hearts with
their wit, humor and dignity. Leo
Casalini, as Colonel Maximoff of
the Paper Doll Police, gives chills
as he describes the evil goals of
his party’s regime: to stamp out
anyone who does not or will not
conform.

Characters did not use JEDI
keywords like justice, equity, di-
versity and inclusion, but rather
learned and demonstrated these
precious values as they grew to

see beyond surface differences
to unite against fear and threats.
Murmurs of approbation from the
audience indicated that this play
was well chosen for 2025.

The final performances of Se-
cret Circus will be held in the
Community Center gym on Sat-
urday, March 8 at 2 and 7 p.m.
The production will surely sell
out, so buy tickets soon at the
Community Center business of-
fice.

Ll .|'h

\_\\ \\\\\ \\\\

From left, Jharna OJha, Marl Loucaldes, Rebekah Castleman and Maeve Waters ride their horses across
the stage.
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at Secret Circus.

the lion.

Clowns from left, Ellie Young-Wilson, Eleanor Cooper,
Theo Larsen, Leo Casalini and Wren Adams perform

- Photos by Amanda Larsen

Caspaen Jackson plays Marco. Behind him
are Donovan Amin, left, and Ezra Pitts as

FINAL
WEEKEND!!!
8PM SHOWTIMES

FRIDAY
MARCH 7
&

SATURDAY
MARCH 8

C
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City’s Free Curbside Food
Scraps Program Is Still Open

by Tom Taylor

Registration re-
mains open for the
third round of enroll-
ment in the City of
Greenbelt’s free curb-
side food scrap collec-
tion program. Through
the program, Green-
belt households can
receive free curbside
food scrap collection
through the end of
August. The openings
are available because
some residents who
had pre-registered did
not complete the sign-
up process.

Residents who join
will be helping the launch of
Greenbelt’s newest environmental
sustainability effort, a pilot proj-
ect that began in February 2024.

Participating in the program
helps the city meet its sustain-
ability goals, notes Luisa Robles,
sustainability coordinator for the
City of Greenbelt. “Composting
food scraps reduces the amount
of food waste that Greenbelt
sends to the Prince George’s
County landfill,” Robles said,
“and that also lessens the city’s
share of greenhouse gas emis-
sions caused by food rotting in
the landfill.”

Sign-up

Sign-up for the program is
on a first-come, first-served
basis. Residents should register
on the Compost Crew website,
compostcrew.com/greenbelt, or
by scanning the QR code below.
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Residents without access to
digital media may sign up by
calling Compost Crew Custom-
er Service at 301-202-4450 or
Robles at 240-542-2153.

The program is open to all
Greenbelt residents, who may
join individually or in combina-
tion with close-by neighbors to
help fill the seven-gallon bin
for weekly pickup. After a $20
one-time charge to purchase the
collection bin, pick-up service is
free until the end of August. New
participants will join the 320
households that enrolled in the
first two phases of the program.

Compost Crew, a locally-
owned food scrap recycling
business, will pick up the food
scraps weekly and deliver them
to their compost processing facil-
ity — named Compost Outpost
— at Trinity Assembly of God
Church on Good Luck Road.
High-quality compost will be re-
turned to Greenbelt for use as a
soil-enriching additive in commu-
nity gardens and public spaces.

Néiis Review
Ad revenue is whqt
keeps us allve

Help us at the -
ad desk. -

www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

What does the compositng site look like?

Other goals of the project
include assisting food production
in community gardens, improving
soil health and demonstrating the
benefits of returning a valuable
recycled resource to the com-
munity.

Benefits

Program participants also can
benefit by gaining a better under-
standing of their food consump-
tion patterns and what ends up
being thrown away, Robles said.
“With this knowledge, you can
save money at the grocery store
and reduce food waste by buying
less of what usually gets thrown
away,” she added.

One program participant told
Robles: “When I first started
setting out food waste for this
program, I saw that I was buy-
ing a lot of hummus that I ended
up throwing away. It made me
aware of my hummus usage, and
I have changed my shopping ac-
cordingly.”

Food waste in the United
States is estimated to be 30 to
40 percent of the food supply,
according to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA). In Prince
George’s County, a 2022 waste
study for the Department of the
Environment found that food
waste comprised 22 percent of
the residential waste stream.

The first delivery of finished
compost to Greenbelt commu-
nity gardens was completed in
October. Another delivery is set
for this spring. Gardeners use the
compost to add nutrients to the
soil and to improve soil texture
in their garden plots.

High-quality compost is a key
factor for the soil improvement
and food production components
of the project. The compost de-
livered is registered by the Mary-
land Department of Agriculture
and exceeds all acceptable stan-
dards. Lab test results showed
high quantities of valuable nutri-

ents contained in the
finished compost, and
it was rated as having
reached ideal maturity.

Eric Raun, coor-
dinator for Henry’s
Hollow community
garden, described
the finished compost
delivered as “of ex-
cellent quality.” He
added: “All the gar-
deners who I talked
to in Henry’s Hollow
were very pleased and
are looking forward
to another delivery in
the spring. It’s great
to have a program
whereby the community enrich-
es the gardens of Greenbelt.”

The program is a partnership
of the City of Greenbelt, Com-
post Crew and Trinity Assembly
of God, with funding through a
grant from the USDA.

For any questions, email Ro-
bles at Irobles@greenbeltmd.gov
or call 240-542-2153.

PHOTO COURTESY COMPOST CREW

Make a Difference Now:
HungerClosetoHome

The community coming to-
gether can stamp out Greenbelt
hunger, even during these most
uncertain times. The impact of a
fully stocked pantry is profound.
Keeping the shelves stocked at
the Greenbelt Interfaith Leader-
ship Association food pantry at
St. Hugh’s, which were emptied
during the holidays, takes a com-
munity effort. PORCH will pick
up nonperishable food placed on
porches in March as scheduled
below.

Sunday, March 9 — by 11 a.m.
at the 1-8 Courts Ridge Road,
1-8 Courts Crescent Road and
1-2 Courts Westway.

Saturday, March 15 — by 10
a.m. for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel
Hill Road.

Sunday, March 16 — by
noon P.A.L. (PORCH at large)
members (including former
Woodland Hill donors), con-
tact Robert Goldberg-Strassler at
spreadruak@gmail.com; he will
come by and take donations from
the porch after 4 p.m.

Sunday, March 16 — by 4 p.m.
for Boxwood Village.

Sunday, March 23 — by 5
p-m. for 11 Court Ridge Road,
14 and 16 Courts
Ridge Road, 8 and
10 Courts Southway
and Lakeside Drive.

All are welcome for a light meal of soup and bread, a
Lenten message, and fellowship

Wednesdays, March 12 - April 9, 6-7:15 PM
Freewill Offering
Greenbelt Community Church UCC

Chelsea Wood Loses Heat, Hot
Water Again; Town Hall Meets

by Erica Johns

Chelsea Wood residents just
can’t get a break, unless it’s a
break in a pipe.

Residents awoke Tuesday,
March 4, to a new hot water out-
age throughout the community
— and a new heat outage in 13
of 47 buildings. Hot water was
restored later that day. Metropo-
lis Condominium Management
informed residents that the heat
outage was due to a previous
repair beginning to leak, and that
crews were digging to locate the

leak source.

On January 30, the entire
community had heat for the first
time this heating season, only
for half the complex to lose it
again February 12 and regain
it February 24. A town hall for
homeowners was planned for
Wednesday, March 5, for the
condo board to share information
and homeowners to ask questions.
It was to be the first community
meeting since heat began failing
in October 2024.

PHOTO BY JESSICA FOMALONT

The broken pipes and excavated area are shown after the pipe repair
near building 8459 in Chelsea Wood.
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Chelsea Wood Condominums
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8445 Greenbelt Road Greenbelt, MD 20770

Phona Number
(301) 5522223

X= NOMEAT

V= wWe HAVE
WEAT

MAP BY METROPOLIS CONDOMINIUM MANAGEMENT

Chelsea Wood buildings without heat are those nearest to Green-

belt Road.
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School News

PGCPS continued from page 1

Greenbelt Schools ELA Scores
Sy23 .SYZd
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CHART BY RYAN COLASANTI, DATA FROM PGCPS

The percentage of students proficient in English Language Arts
(ELA) at schools in Greenbelt for school years 2023 and 2024, in a
chart created from data presented by PGCPS at the worksession

absences or withdrawals from
the many immigrant children in
county schools.

State Report Cards

PGCPS Chief Accountability
Officer Douglas Strader shared
information on the academic per-
formance of Greenbelt schools.
The English and math test scores
of Dora Kennedy French Im-
mersion (DKFI) (K-8), Eleanor
Roosevelt High School (ERHS),
Greenbelt Elementary (GES),
Greenbelt Middle School (GMS)
and Springhill Lake Elementary
(SHL) have all been relatively
stable over the last year, he re-
ported. GES dropped 4.1 percent
in math proficiency from school
year (SY) 23 to SY 24, while
DKFI improved 4.5 percent in
math proficiency levels. GES,
SHL and GMS performed below
state averages in English and
math. ERHS performed below
the state average in math but
made the greatest change among
Greenbelt schools between SY
23 and SY 24 with a 7.7 percent
improvement in math proficiency,
and it performed above the state
average in English. DKFI per-
formed above state averages in
both English and math. GES
will be getting additional support
as it has been identified as an
Additional Target Support and
Improvement School (ATSI) due
to academic shortfalls (see the
January 30 issue).

Strader pointed to the high
number of multilingual students
learning to speak English as a
factor in Greenbelt schools per-
forming below state averages.
At SHL the rate of multilingual
students is approximately 50
percent compared to a 10 percent
state average; he also noted as
contributing factors the autism
program at GES and a GMS
special education program called
the Community Reference In-
structional Program which serves
50 of the most needy students.
Councilmember Jenni Pompi
pointed out that GMS is also a
TAG school but Strader did not
have the number of TAG students
at the school.

GMS Fields

Several councilmembers noted
that the City of Greenbelt has
been seeking to partner with
PGCPS for more than six years
to have access to the Greenbelt
Middle School athletic fields
in exchange for helping with
maintenance. PGCPS expressed
willingness to explore the idea.
Councilmember Silke Pope point-
ed out that while willingness

had been expressed before, no
concrete steps have been taken.
PGCPS Chief Operating Officer
Charoscar Coleman said that they
were committed to restarting the
conversation about the athletic
fields.
Springhill Lake Plans

Shawn Matlock, PGCPS Di-
rector of Alternative Infrastruc-
ture Planning and Development,
presented the design for the
new Springhill Lake Elemen-
tary School. Work on the site
is scheduled to begin in Au-
gust 2026 and the new school
should be ready for occupancy
by July 2028. During construc-
tion, Springhill Lake students will
relocate to the former Greenbelt
Middle School building currently
occupied by DKFI, which is
scheduled to move in 2026 to
Lanham, where it will share a
building with the Robert Goddard
Montessori School.

Councilmembers expressed
concern about SHL’s relocation
to the DKFI building due to its
poor heating and cooling systems.
They also expressed concern that
the 850-student capacity of the
new Springhill Lake building
would be inadequate.

Life Line Offers Health
Screenings at Legion

Residents living in and around
Greenbelt can learn about their
risk for cardiovascular disease,
osteoporosis, diabetes and other
chronic, serious conditions with
affordable screenings by Life
Line Screening. Greenbelt Ameri-
can Legion Post 136 will host
this community event on Wednes-
day, March 19.

Screenings can check for the
level of plaque buildup in arter-
ies, related to risk for cardiovas-
cular disease, stroke and overall
vascular health; HDL and LDL
cholesterol levels; diabetes risk;
kidney and thyroid function and
more.

Screenings are affordable and
convenient. Free parking is also
available.

Pre-registration is required.
Consultants will work to cre-
ate a package based on age and
risk factors. Call 1-877-237-1287
or visit lifelinescreening.com to
register.

ERHS History Day Winners
Advance to County Contest

by Deanna Dawson

Eleanor Roosevelt High
School (ERHS) held its His-
tory Day competition on Febru-
ary 4. Students from grades 9
through 12 prepared projects in
one of five formats — documen-
tary (individual or group), ex-
hibit (individual or group), paper
(individual only), performance
(individual or group) or website
(individual or group) — to address
the 2025 National History Day
theme of Rights and Responsibili-
ties in History. Seventeen judges
from Prince George’s County
Public Schools and the commu-
nity worked in pairs to review
and score the projects’ historical
quality and presentation quality,
and to interview the student pre-
senters. History teacher Victoria
Patch and Social Studies teacher
Judith Barrera, the ERHS Na-
tional History Day coordinators,
then ranked the scored projects
to determine the winners in each
category.

Paul Gil was named the Grand
Champion Winner for his docu-
mentary R2P: The Responsibility
to Protect. First and second place
winners and honorable mentions
in each category advanced to the
county competition which is cur-
rently undergoing virtual review,
with the in-person final round and
interviews taking place on March
22 at Kenmoor Middle School in
Landover. Winners in that com-
petition will advance to the state
History Day contest at University
of Maryland, Baltimore County
on May 3. The National History
Day contest will be held at the
University of Maryland, College
Park from June 8 to 12.

ERHS History Day Winners

Individual Documentary

First Place: Paul Gil, R2P:
The Responsibility to Protect

Second Place (tie): Gabriella
Mendez, The FDA and The Battle
for AIDS Treatment; Amariah
Watson, Children Are Just Chil-
dren! The Keating-Owens Child
Labor Act

Group Documentary

First Place: Tristan Godoy,
Jeff Wang, Christina Lu and On-
yebuchi Nwaka’, Justice for the
Radium Girls

Second Place: Chidimma
Anuforo, Lawrencia Odoemena
and Katelyn Ventura Sorto, The
McMartin Preschool Case

Individual Exhibit

First Place: Xiaqing Cai, Kent
State: The Shooting that Shook
America

Second Place: Erik Konchou,
The Right to Remain Silent: Mi-
randa Rights

Honorable Mention: Livia
Luu, The Fruit That Killed a
Country: The 1954 Guatemalan
Coup

Group Exhibit

First Place: Elisabeth Beck-
man and Evelyn Carey, PAN
AM Airlines Exposed: Effects on
Stewardesses

Second Place: Sheily Deleon
and Lamar Zaza, Children and
Immigration

Honorable Mention: Charleye
Muhammed and Jalia Shelman,
How R&B Changed History

Paper
First Place: Magali Mgume-
Sone, The Death of a Maritime
Dream: The Titanic’s Role in
Safety Law and Coastal Respon-
sibility
Second Place: Balgees Adesi-
yan, Rosa Parks and the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott
Honorable Mentions: Caiden
Krempel, The Constitution: Holes
in Democracy; Melissa Tchoudja
and Florence Maybrick, A Case
of Gender, Justice and the Fight
for Women’s Rights
Individual Performance
First Place: Sanari Khermiche,
Our Bodies, but Where Is Our
Choice?

Second Place: Emerijesu
Emakpor, The Atlanta Child Mur-
ders

Individual Website

First Place: Sophia Dennis,
Child Labor during the 1900s

Second Place: Natalie Roeun,
The Khmer Rouge

Group Website

First Place: Andrea Campos
and Andre Ocon Fonseca, Men-
dez vs Westminster: The Re-
sponsibility of Advocating for
Mexican-American Educational
Equity

Second Place: Dayami Lucero
Herrera and Micah Khurshid, The
Zoot Suit Riot: How It Began
and Ended

Greenbelt Elementary PTA
held a school grounds cleanup.
It was originally scheduled for
January 20 (MLK Day), a day
of service, but was rescheduled
for the Presidents Day holiday,
Monday, February 17, due to
weather.

GES Grounds Cleanup

PHOTO BY JOEL SAGE

Greenbelt Public Works
loaned trash grabbers and many
families came out to help beau-
tify the school, despite the cold,
windy day. The volunteers col-
lected a lot of trash around the
school grounds, including a
shopping cart.
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Angella Foster Makes Dance
to her Students

Accessible

by Ryan Colasanti

Amazing. Compassionate. Pas-
sionate. Dedicated. Those are
just some of the words Jessica
O’Roark, Kelly McLaughlin and
Kelly’s 8-year-old daughter Eva-
lena used to describe Angella
Foster, the director of dance pro-
grams for the Greenbelt Dance
Studio.

“I think it’s really fun,” Eva-
lena said about her experience as
a student of Foster’s.

Foster first arrived in Green-
belt while she was attending
graduate school at the University
of Maryland pursuing a Master
of Fine Arts degree in dance cho-
reography. During her first year
on campus, Foster worked as an
assistant to the community en-
gagement specialist who enlisted
her help in organizing an event in
Greenbelt. Foster immediately fell
in love with the community that
reminded her a bit of home.

“We both grew up in Ken-
tucky,” said Foster referring
to herself and her husband. “I
moved around a lot as a kid,
but then we sort of settled for a
while in this little town that has a
similar vibe to Greenbelt. ... And
I was like ‘Oh, it kind of feels
sort of like home’”.

Foster started working at the
studio shortly after graduating
from the University of Maryland.
The program was small when she
first came aboard, which allowed
her time to continue pursuing
professional dance opportunities
as well as running her own dance
company. As her family started
to grow, she diverted more of
her attention to building up the
Greenbelt program to where it
stands today, with close to 30
classes available, Foster said. But
there is more to this program and
to Foster’s teaching style.

Individual Focus

“A lot of dance teachers focus
on curriculum,” said McLaughlin,
who is a teacher at the studio.
“The way Angella has crafted the
Greenbelt Dance Studio’s classes
and the way it’s leveled is much
more individual.”

McLaughlin has a unique per-
spective of Foster’s teaching abil-
ity, having been a student of
Foster’s herself. The two met in
North Carolina while McLaughlin
was training at a ballet conserva-
tory. Foster taught contemporary
dance. The two formed a bond
and when they both found them-
selves in Greenbelt, Foster asked
McLaughlin to help teach at the
studio.

“I said, ‘I’ll come back for
one semester,” and three years
later here I am,” McLaughlin
said, laughing.

One of the many things
McLaughlin admires about Fos-
ter’s style of teaching is that she
aims to make dance accessible
for all kids, no matter their cir-
cumstances. Foster strives to un-
derstand each and every student.
She takes time to learn the goals
of her dancers so she can under-
stand how to propel the student
to that goal, whether that be to
pursue a professional career or
simply to have fun.

Foster’s program has its own
standards and structure, but what
makes it special is that the struc-
ture is built in a way that allows
the student to thrive as themself

PHOTO COURTESY ANGELLA FOSTER

Angella Foster, right, with her daughter Adelina at Greenbelt's
2023 production of The Nutcracker

PHOTO BY KELLY MCLAUGHLIN

Angella Foster directs dancers during a rehearsal for 2024's pro-

duction of The Snow Queen.

rather than a product of the sys-
tem.

“Our goal here is to create
classes that create a container
in which students feel welcome,
they feel okay to be themselves
in that environment, but they are
also held accountable to the ma-
terial in a certain way at the level
they can be,” Foster said.

Family Appreciation

That attention and immense
care is not lost on those who
send their children to study under
Foster and her staff.

“It’s always been reassuring
to have your kids with people
and in places where they feel
comfortable and supported,” said
O’Roark. “And I have felt that
whether it’s Angella or some of
the other instructors it’s just been
a great environment for both of
my children who dance.”

O’Roark offered an example
of Foster’s dedication to her stu-
dents referencing a situation that
occurred during this year’s winter
performance of the Snow Queen,
in which O’Roark served as par-
ent liaison as a go-between for
instructors and parents.

One family had never partici-
pated in the culminating perfor-
mance because it interfered with
their ability to attend church on
Sunday, said O’Roark. Foster
understood this and decided to
double cast the role allowing the
student to perform and showcase

their talents without having to
compromise something important
to them. The action seems like
a simple solution, but it shows
the level of care Foster directs
to every student no matter the
circumstance.
Life Lessons

Foster’s impact on her stu-
dents extends far beyond pirou-
ettes and pliés. She finds a way
to empower and build confidence
in her students, pushing them to
be the best they can be in all fac-
ets of life, and yet she’s always
there with kindness and empathy
when a student is in need. Foster
cares greatly about her students
and that relationship is rewarding
to all.

“It’s really satisfying ... for
them to want to talk to me and
connect with me just because
I taught them when they were
younger and it was a positive
experience for them,” said Foster
about seeing former and current
students while out and about in
the community. “You made a dif-
ference.”

Ryan Colasanti is a student
at the Philip Merrill College of
Journalism interning with the
Greenbelt News Review.

Black History Month

Black Women’s Heroism Celebrated

by Melissa Sites

On February 19, Greenbelt
Cinema presented a special show-
ing of The Six Triple Eight, a
deeply moving depiction of hero-
ism, ingenuity and determination,
written and directed by Tyler Per-
ry. The Six Triple Eight, officially
the Women’s Army Corps 6888th
Central Postal Directory Battal-
ion, was 855 African American
women deployed to Birmingham,
England in 1945 to sort through
a backlog of 17 million pieces of
mail. The battalion was given six
months to complete the Hercu-
lean task, which they conquered
in half that time by working in
shifts 24/7. They not only had
to contend with classified troop
movements and incomplete ad-
dresses, but also care packages
containing food that had attracted
destructive hordes of rodents.
Their motto was “No Mail, Low
Morale.”

The movie lends heartbreak
and triumph to the slightly fic-
tionalized story of Lena Der-
riecott Bell King (Ebony Obsid-
ian). Depicted as a sorrowful but
determined teenager, Lena be-
comes a soldier under the tough,
demanding and inspirational lead-
ership of Captain Charity Ad-
ams (Kerry Washington), who
achieved the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel and who received the
honor of having a fort named
after her in 2023 — Fort Gregg-
Adams in Virginia, formerly Fort
Lee, the only fort named after
African Americans.

The true history portrayed in
the film was made even more
compelling at the Greenbelt Cin-
ema screening due to the special
guests in attendance. Retired
Master Sergeant Elizabeth Anne
Helm-Frazier, a local expert on

Kim Kash

Realtor®
m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

the history and significance of
the 6888th, sponsored the evening
and led a question-and-answer
session after the screening. Her
copy of the book written by Lt.
Col. Adams, One Woman’s Army:
A Black Officer Remembers the
WAC, was bristling with post-it
notes. “Those are my favorite
parts,” Helm-Frazier quipped.

Another guest was historian
Kevin Hymel, whose February
2019 article, WAC Corporal Lena
Derriecott and the 6888th Cen-
tral Postal Battalion (available
online), was optioned by Tyler
Perry as the basis for the movie.
After Hymel interviewed Lena,
she continued to call, saying,
“Kevin, I just remembered an-
other story.”

Stanley Earley III, the son of
Lt. Col. Adams, confirmed that
a big moment in the film, when
his mother stands up to a racist
officer, saying, — “Over my dead
body, sir!” — actually occurred,
and that his mother was only
around 27 years old at the time.
Earley met Washington on set,
mentioning to her that his mother
always wore yellow gloves. He
said, “Kerry yelled ‘wardrobe!””
And the yellow gloves made
it into one of the movie’s final
scenes.

Four re-enactors dressed in
authentic uniforms were warmly
received by the crowd: John
McCaskill and Marvin-Alonzo
Grier, representing the Army Air
Forces/Tuskegee Airmen; Dierdre
Harris, representing the Army
Nurse Corps/Tuskegee Army
Nurse Corps; and George Hardy,
representing the Army Armored
Battalion. A book talk, Memories

See HEROISM, page 13
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New Book Takes a New Look
At Alcoholics Anonymous

by Joan Estenson

A new book by
Greenbelter Tom Ad-
ams and Washingto-
nian Joy Jones, A Mar-
riage That Changed the
World: Lois and Bill
Wilson and the Addic-
tion Recovery Move-
ment, aims to fill in
missing information
about the development
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous (A.A.) and re-
lated Twelve Step pro-
grams.

Adams moved from
Hyattsville to Green-
belt 13 years ago. “We
moved here for walk-
ability and we’ve never
been disappointed.”
Though not a Greenbelt
resident, his co-author
Jones is a big fan of
the Greenbelt Cinema,
preferring its intimacy
to modern multiplexes.

Adams started think-
ing about writing the
book in the 1990s but began
when he retired eight years ago.
He has rewritten it many times
thanks to more research and feed-
back. Jones, who has published
several books including fiction,
began as Adams’ cheerleader,
urging him to write the book. She
describes her contribution this
way: “Tom wrote the play-by-
play. I’'m the color commentator.”

Many familiar with A.A. know
Bill Wilson and Bob Smith as
the founders of A.A. Adams and
Jones’ book acknowledges that
A.A. would not exist without the
contributions of Lois Wilson, who
also co-founded Al-Anon. Adams
saw that Lois Wilson hadn’t been
acknowledged.

Adams said, “Alcoholism is
a family disease. One alcoholic
affects four, five, 10 other family
members but the family dimen-
sion gets lost. I wanted to wid-
en the lens, discussing not just
the individual addicts but those
around them.”

The co-authors had different
emphases in their research. Jones
focused on the marriage and
Adams focused on how Twelve
Step programs have changed the
world.

Research started at the Step-
ping Stones Foundation, the Wil-
sons’ original home in Katonah,
N.Y., now a museum and archive,
and at the A.A. World Service,
among other places.

Adams and Jones put a lot of
effort into understanding Lois.
Jones describes Lois’ evolution:
“In the beginning she thought
Bill was perfect, and when he
started drinking she thought she

ANACOSTIA TRAILS
HERITAGE AREA, INC.

Explore the History, Culture, Arts and
Nature of Prince George's County!

Curated routes and trail maps:
anacostiatrails.org
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Photo of Bill and Lois Wilson on the book
cover taken by Art D. and used courtesy
of Stepping Stones Archive

could fix him. She finally realized
she could only fix herself.” One
pivotal point in her journey was
after Bill got sober and they were
attending meetings. Bill was rush-
ing her one day and she got an-
gry and threw a shoe at him. She
was more surprised at her anger
than Bill was. She realized she
was angry because she was get-
ting no more attention now that
he was sober than she did while
he was drinking, and she felt ne-
glected. It was then she realized,
as had Smith’s wife, that they
needed to work the same program
that their husbands did, which led
to the founding of Al-Anon.
There was an evolution for
Jones, too, while working on
the book. In the beginning she
thought the Wilsons were “very
smart, very spiritual, paragons of

See BOOK, page 13
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MEALS continued from page 1

programs and businesses in their
districts will not be receiving the
amount of funds to distribute that
they have in the past, they’re
told. They’re not sure what to
expect as they submit their usual
applications for funding over the
next couple of weeks.

Meals on Wheels also serves
a lot of the Greenbelt commu-
nity with funding from CARES,
Ealley told the News Review.
They also receive donations from
community members, but those
are intermittent and difficult to
rely on, especially as people in
the community face unemploy-
ment, Ealley notes. CARES has
just signed a new Memorandum
of Understanding with Meals on
Wheels to continue funds for
meals for the next 18 months,
said Director Liz Park. They’ll
still be utilizing American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) funds, which
the city has been able to real-
locate, says Park. When the first
round of ARPA money was set
to run out, Ealley said Greenbelt
participants were polled to see if
they could or would pay the $6
a day themselves and the vast
majority said they would choose
not to.

Meals on Wheels’ secretary
Maria Newsom worries that if
federal funding is frozen and
their revenues dry up, seniors
forced to self-pay the $6 a day
for three meals will begin to
cut back, so that some who re-
ceived meals three to four times
a week might get them only
twice. They’ve known recipients
try to stretch their food for more
days to make it last longer, per-
haps relying more on relatives or
other food or eating less. Cur-
rently, only about five Greenbelt
residents self-pay.

Most recipients are 60 years
of age or older but “we just
can’t turn our back on anyone,”
says Ealley. So, occasionally
they serve folks who are young-
er. They’ve helped a pregnant
woman with cerebral palsy who
couldn’t get out to get food for

PHOTO BY KAREN YOHO

The rising cost of groceries is impacting Meals on Wheels as they
prepare for reduced funding.

the duration of her pregnancy,
for example. They also serve
a married couple with health
concerns, caring for an adult
child with disabilities while one
spouse has Alzheimer’s. Meals
on Wheels brings food to the
couple and their son, who is part
of the household. Some recipients
also share the food they receive
with their pets, whom they may
struggle to afford but whose com-
panionship is important to them.

While those who can pay are
charged $6 a day for three meals,
the real cost of the daily meals is
about $25 to $30, depending on
what is being served, says Ealley.
But amid fears about funding,
those costs are rising. “There’s no
question about it,” she says. The
eggs she usually orders were no
longer available this week. She
had to go to another distributor
and the cost was higher. The big
impact is going to come in the
next few weeks, she believes,
particularly when tariffs kick
in. “We rely on other countries
for products,” says Ealley. They
get fruits and vegetables from
Mexico, for example.

“We’ll have to make some
hard decisions,” she says, “wheth-
er to cut down and only give

two meals a day or whether to
take a look at who will be most
severely impacted [and serve
fewer people]. We’ve already cut
down.” They used to be able to
give people a snack in addition
to their three meals and they used
to serve a slice of bread, too.
One of their biggest expenses is
a low-sugar juice and some of
their recipients need Ensure — a
product whose cost has doubled
in the last four years, says Ealley.

They’ve been creative about
funding in the past, launching
a Sponsor a Senior campaign,
for example. They also receive
a donation of 50 sandwiches
each week from a College Park
restaurant and would welcome
donations from other area restau-
rants. Individuals can donate on
their website. They’re actively
looking for volunteers, some of
whom they’ve lost as they had to
return to work in person. They’re
looking for a grant writer, too.
“Whatever people can do for us
would be greatly appreciated,”
said Ealley. Meals on Wheels
of College Park is now in its
51st year. “We’ve been here 50
years and hope to continue many
more,” Ealley told the News
Review.

JOIN US FOR

SEAFOOD, SAMPLINGS, AND
ST. PATRICK'’S DAY AT CO-OP

‘S’Md%'f% fov Lvevyonel

121 Centerway, Greenbelt * www.greenbelt.coop

LUCKY FINDS ALL IN ONE STOP
AT GREENBELT CO-OP!
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Police Blotter

Incidents reported here occurred February 24- March 2, 2025. Readers are encouraged to contact the
police if they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200
or email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

Incident Summary

Greenbelt Police reported one
death; four domestic incidents;
two Child Protective Services
cases and five mental health di-
versions, two involving suicide;
and two involving missing person
cases that were resolved. A third
missing juvenile case was also
resolved.

On February 25 near 7501
Greenway Center Drive, a ve-
hicle jumped the curb and struck
a retention wall; the driver ap-
peared upset and confused but
declined assistance. On March 2
near 6103 Breezewood Court, the
father of a juvenile arrested with
a handgun came to the station
regarding two firearms that were
missing; police recovered only
one of them, but he later found
the second firearm.

Robbery

On February 26 at 6:21 p.m.
near 5921 Cherrywood Terrace,
four men wearing black clothing
demanded someone give up his
backpack; he complied and the
men fled on foot.

On February 28 at 9:43 a.m.
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a
man was struck by a known sus-
pect with a handgun, who then
demanded money. He took the
man’s wallet containing his bank
cards and was gone when officers
arrived.

On February 28 at 1:36 p.m.
near 6107 Breezewood Court, a
group of juveniles stole some-
one’s property, but left some of
his belongings on the ground for
him to retrieve.

Assault

On February 23 at 10:15 p.m.
near 6460 Capitol Drive, a patron
struck the bartender in the face
and left the restaurant before of-
ficers arrived.

On February 24 at 10:24 a.m.
near 9152 Edmonston Road, mid-
dle school girls were fighting.

On March 1 at 3:40 a.m. near
5833 Cherrywood Terrace, a
man was assaulted while visiting
friends; officers took him to the
hospital for treatment.

Handgun Arrest

On March 1 at 7:03 p.m. near
5997 Springhill Drive, a woman
called about three males near her
apartment, saying one of them
had a gun. Officer arrested them
and recovered a handgun.

Vandalism

On February 25 near 6038
Greenbelt Road, a front door was
damaged.

On February 28 at 9:10 p.m.
near 6301 Golden Triangle Drive,
a man was arrested after damag-
ing property inside the hotel.

On March 2 near 6108
Breezewood Court, juveniles used
rocks to damage a door, caus-
ing small dents and chipping the
paint.

Fraud

On February 25 near 120
Westway, a man’s credit card
number was “masked” by a web-
site; multiple transactions were
made. A report was filed with the
Federal Trade Commission.

On February 27 near 6440
Cherrywood Lane, a woman was
notified by email of an unauthor-
ized Best Buy purchase made
using her debit card; her bank
required a police report to reverse
the transaction.

On February 28 near 6108

Breezewood Drive, a woman was
contacted by someone on social
media to replace her vehicle’s
windshield; she sent the money
but he never came to make the
repair.

On March 1 near 7312 Winter-
green Court, a man was scammed
into giving someone remote ac-
cess to his account.

Theft and Shoplifting

Packages went missing on
February 24 near 5230 Stream
Bank Lane, and March 1 near
9012 Breezewood Terrace.

On February 23 at 10:22 p.m.
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a man
was found with burglary tools
and drug paraphernalia; he was
under the influence and was taken
to the hospital for treatment.

On February 25 at 7:49 p.m.
near 6298 Greenbelt Metro Drive,
when a man met someone to sell
a gold chain, the person snatched
the chain and fled.

On February 25 near 5910
Greenbelt Road, a man stole
merchandise.

On February 26 at 5:31 p.m.
near 6040 Greenbelt Road, a man
wearing black clothing entered
the rear door of the store and
took a purse. It was later found
behind the store in a dumpster
with the wallet removed.

On February 26 at 6:11 p.m.
near 121 Centerway, two boys
stole merchandise.

On February 27 at 12:29 p.m.
near 5910 Greenbelt Road, a
man wearing a black coat took
merchandise.

On February 27 at 2:45 p.m.
near 7495 Greenbelt Road, a man
stole merchandise.

On February 27 at 4:30 p.m.
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a
girl concealed items and passed
all points of sale; she was later
released to her parent.

On February 27 at 4:43 p.m.
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a
suspect fled on foot, but officers
found and arrested him.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

Four vehicles were stolen: on
February 27 near 9132 Edmon-
ston Terrace; on March 1 near
7819 Mandan Road, a 2015 Ford
Explorer (Md. 1ET8963), and
near 7802 Hanover Parkway, a
2013 Hyundai, located later in
Clinton with heavy rear-end dam-
age; and on March 2 near 7732
Hanover Parkway, a 2021 White
Acura TLX (Md. 1DH7776).

Theft from Auto

All four tires were stolen on
February 24: near 7702 Hanover
Parkway from a Honda Accord;
near 7901 Mandan Road from
a Honda CR-V; and near 9010
Breezewood from a 2025 Toyota
Camry, which had a window

SELLER! FREE Grant up to $15K

broken and several items missing.

On February 24 near 9006
Breezewood Terrace, a 2012 Nis-
san Versa had a window broken
and was rummaged through.

On February 26 near 7615 Ora
Glen Drive, a rear license plate
(Md. 3ER5021) was stolen.

Vandalism to Auto

On February 28 near 6400
Cherrywood Lane, a vehicle win-
dow was broken.

On March 1 at 5:30 p.m.
near Greenbelt Road and Capi-
tol Drive, a man walking on
Greenbelt Road threw a rock at a
vehicle driving by.

On March 2 near 7509 Man-
dan Road, a vehicle door lock
was broken.

City Notes

For the Public Servant Sum-
mit at Greenbelt Middle School
(GMS), the city provided traf-
fic control, shuttle services and
parking assistance. Public Safety,
Community Center, Constitu-
ent Services, Police and school
officials attended a Know Your
Rights discussion. Economic De-
velopment recruited employers at
a nearby job fair and Public In-
formation facilitated Read Across
America at GMS.

Planning and Community De-
velopment inspected 40 rent-
als and Information Technology
helped police set up new body
cameras.

Animal Control evaluated and
disposed of two reported dead
birds, one a great blue heron.
Environmental welcomed Park
Rangers and 11 volunteers for a
Presidents Day workday, remov-
ing invasive plants and caging
trees.

Springhill Lake Recreation
Center hosted a resource fair
and promoted their after-school
program to GMS. Community
Center staff registered many sum-
mer campers.

Arts opened the Youth Musi-
cal, supported by many depart-
ments. For seniors, Therapeutic
Recreation hosted a Tech Café
and a dinner theater excursion.

Park Rangers supported the
Community Orchestra concert
and the Museum received donated
artworks.

Crisis Hotline's
Number is 988

The National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline dialing
code is 988. Calls and text
messages are confidential and
free.

”n
Seller Representative Specialist

4 Lakecrest Circle: MOTIVATED [l

Pricing Strategy Advisor (PSA)
Accredited Buyer’s Representative
(ABR)

H. Dwayne Taylor, REALTOR

HdwayneTaylor68@Gmail.com

Mobile: (301) 323-8384 A

H. Dwayne Taylor MD & DC
REALTOR

Office: (301) 459-5040
6301 Ivy Lane
Suite 805

A
Simplifying Real Estate
and Maximizing Outcomes|
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Greenbelt, MD 20770

SUMMIT continued from page 1

and unconstitutional. The recent
DOGE actions, they said, do not
properly adhere to, or are even
counter to, legally established
constitutional and legislative gov-
ernmental rules, laws, policies,
procedures and regulations, and
have been ruled illegal and/or
unconstitutional by several fed-
eral judges. Attendees were given
the opportunity to speak and as
expected, most were angry about
the abrupt, chaotic firings.

In the gym, various experts
spoke to large crowds, giving
practical advice and offering
guidance in dealing with the
financial and life challenges sud-
denly thrust upon unsuspecting
federal workers.

I

The summit also included
about 20 tables set up in the
hallways, offering resources and
up-to-date targeted employment
information about open jobs, job
applications, union support and
services available to recently fired
workers, as well as upcoming
organized protests of the DOGE
cuts.

There were so many attendees
at the summit that the school’s
parking lot was filled to capacity.
The City of Greenbelt provided
a shuttle service to and from the
Beltway Plaza parking lot, and
many attendees parked in the
nearby Franklin Park neighbor-
hood.

A public servant summit was held at Greenbelt Middle School on
Saturday, March 1.

BREAKOL T
ROOM 54

- Photos courtesy City of Greenbelt
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Yesnes Bladimir Sandoval Mata;
and countless aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, nieces and nephews in North
Carolina and El Salvador. Romell
was preceded in death by his
grandfather Virgilio Roca Garcia.

A private family viewing took
place on Tuesday, January 27,
at Kozlak-Radulovich Northeast

In Memoriam

Funeral Chapel in Minneapolis,
followed by cremation. A burial
service at Maryland National
Memorial Park in Beltsville fol-
lowed by a Celebration of Life
is being planned for late spring
with details to be announced by
the family at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, donations in memory

Kathy Gigliotti

of Romell may be made to Pop-
lar Spring Animal Sanctuary in
Poolesville. Cards may be sent to
6 Greendale Place in Greenbelt,
and friends and colleagues are
encouraged to share memories
online and add to Romell’s trib-
ute wall at kozlakradulovich.com/
obituaries.

by Rick Ransom

Kathleen “Kathy” Gigliotti
(Houchens) was a leader at the
American Legion and the Fire
Department. Kathy, 63, died on
February 12, 2025, in Silver
Spring. Her online obituary states
that she was born in Washington,
D.C., and raised in Hyattsville
as the youngest of 14 siblings.
She attended St. Jerome’s El-
ementary School and later earned
her GED from Elizabeth Seton
High School. She embarked on
a career in administrative work,
beginning at Foremost in the
early 1980s before moving on to
Rent-A-Crate in 2000.

Kathy initially met her hus-
band, Greg Gigliotti, while work-
ing as a teen at a Roy Rog-
ers restaurant in College Park.
However, they would not truly
connect until a few years later on
a blind date. Greg says it must
have been destiny. Kathy was fa-
miliar with some of the Greenbelt
girls as she attended school with
them at Elizabeth Seton High
School.

Greg, of course, introduced
Kathy to his friends and life
in Old Greenbelt. Her love for
sports was undeniable — she
enjoyed watching all kinds of
games but was especially pas-
sionate about cheering for her
beloved Washington Commanders
(Redskins). As the wife of a vol-
unteer Greenbelt Firefighter Cap-
tain and later the Commander of
the Greenbelt American Legion,
Kathy threw herself into both
auxiliary organizations, working
tirelessly at organizational and
service tasks. She was tending
bar at the Legion on the day she
died. Her friend and associate at
the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire De-
partment Ladies Auxiliary, Kathy
Reynolds, wrote, “You made this
world a happier place by your
smile, kindness and thoughtful-
ness to all you knew or met. You
always gave the biggest hugs and
you never failed to say ‘I love
you girl!””

That was what stood out to
me as | got to know Kathy and
Greg better. Whenever something
needed to be done, she had her
hand up volunteering to do it.
She met her commitments with
determination and reliability. She
served as president of the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary as well.
As testimony to the many lasting
friendships she formed in both
auxiliary organizations and in the
Greenbelt community, Gasch’s fu-
neral home was filled with many
guests during her service, some
packed into the hallway. The
reception afterward at the Legion
was also standing room only.

Dana Coleman, her friend and
mate at the Legion, said “You
always had my back, and I know
you are still here now.” Oth-
er comments included: “Thank
you for doing all the things that

PHOTO BY GREG GIGLIOTTI

Kathy Gigliotti

people needed, even when they
did not know they needed them
done,” and what Kathy always
told everyone else: “Make sure
you tell your loved ones that
you love them.” Julie Patterson,
a manager at the Legion, said
“There were 14 children listed in
that family, but the big secret is
that I was the 15th. She was truly
my sister.”

Kathy dedicated herself to her
family even more ardently and
to children specifically, both her
own and those around her. She
and Greg raised three children,
and Kathy was active in the
lives of her seven grandchildren
and her numerous nieces and
nephews. Many of her family
members shared loving memories
at both gatherings. In 2017, she
took time off to care for her first
granddaughter, a role she cher-
ished deeply. She later returned
to the workforce at ReStream
until 2024,

Christy Irving, daughter of
late Recreation Director Hank
Irving, wrote of another role
Kathy filled. “Last year, Kathy
stood up at my dad’s memorial
and spoke about my parents and
her role as second mom to ALL
of us Greenbelt kids. I told her
later how much [my twin] Kelly
and I appreciated her kindness
but I noted she didn’t have to do
that. She told me she absolutely
had to because, as ‘second mom,’
it was her job. And she told me
how proud she was of who Kelly
and [ have become. She did that
a lot. That was Kathy. Generous,
fierce, selfless and there when we
needed her.”

The published obituary con-
cludes “... Kathy found joy in
scenic walks and spending time
at her second home in Lake
Anna, Virginia. Her favorite mo-
ments were spent basking in the
sun at the beach or pier while
watching her grandchildren play
in the lake. [Her] legacy is one
of love, laughter and unwavering
devotion to those she held dear.”

As listed in the obituary,
Kathy is survived by her hus-
band, Gregory Gigliotti; her chil-
dren, Craig May, Jake Gigliotti
(Lindsey) and Anthony Gigliotti
(Sarah); and her grandchildren

Ryan May, Josh May, Andrew
Gigliotti, Owen Gigliotti, An-
thony Gigliotti, Emilia Gigliotti
and Gianna Gigliotti. She is also
survived by her siblings Berna-
dette Zanger, Regina Cubbage,
Dolores Giesen, JoAnn Reyn-
olds (Freddy), Michael Houchens
(Pamm), Laureen Grothe, Patrick
Houchens, Rita Lukacsina (Thom-
as), Charlene Hoagland, Rich-
ard Houchens (Christine), Rob-
ert Houchens (Linda) and Alice
DeGroat (Danny); and many,
many nieces and nephews. She
was predeceased by her sister
Susan Fields and her parents,
Bernadette Costello and Williams
Houchens.

Lenten Agape Meals
At Community Church

Greenbelt Community Church,
United Church of Christ, will be
hosting its annual series of Agape
Meals on Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
from March 12 through April 9.
The event is free and open to the
public. A free-will offering will
be donated to the missions of the
church.

Agape meals are a Lenten tra-
dition for the church and named
using the Greek word for the
unconditional, unearned love that
God has for all. Each simple
meal of soup, bread and salad is
preceded by a short devotional
lesson. These events are a cel-
ebration of Lent and intended to
promote spiritual reflection while
providing an opportunity for fel-
lowship. This year’s theme is
Unraveling Lent.

The church is located at 1
Hillside Road and is an open and
affirming congregation, welcom-
ing to all.

Senior Nutrition
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food
and Friendship program provides
lunch for seniors Monday through
Friday at the Community Center
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Meals
must be reserved two weeks
ahead so that enough food is or-
dered. Participants must complete
a registration form in person at
the Community Center office,
Monday through Friday between
9 am. and 4:30 p.m. There is a
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions.

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for
older adults, include margarine,
coffee or tea and skim milk.

Interfaith Panel Explores
Impact of Acts of Kindness

by Carol Griffith
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The Interfaith Discussion on Small Acts of Kindness held on Feb-

PHOTO BY AMY HANSEN

[ 3

ruary 3 at Greenbelt Community Church featured panelists from
several faith perspectives. From left, YaYa, Rev. Clara Young, Rabbi
Saul Oresky, moderator David Alexander and Dr. Hema Sidhu

Can performing acts of kind-
ness help build community? Can
those acts help one find peace,
which is especially important in
current times?

An interfaith panel discussed
acts of kindness and such ques-
tions from the viewpoint of three
faith traditions and a “religion:
none” at an event jointly spon-
sored by the Prince George’s
County Office of Human Rights
and Greenbelt Community
Church on Monday, February 3.
Rabbi Saul Oresky of Mishkan
Torah represented Judaism; Hema
Sidhu, Ph.D., spoke for the Sikh
faith; and Reverend Clara Young
of Greenbelt Community Church
explained the viewpoint of the
Protestant Christian tradition.
YaYa, a graduate of Union Theo-
logical Seminary who defines her
philosophy as spiritual seeking,
represented the religiously unaf-
filiated “nones.”

The discussion was lively and
insightful, mostly due to the hu-
morous yet thought-provoking
moderation of the discussion
by David Alexander, a member
of the Community Church and
Toastmasters. About 80 people
from the community attended.

The discussion began with
each panelist explaining their
philosophy or faith perspective
concerning small acts of kind-
ness intended to make the world
a better place. There was much
consensus among the panelists’
views: a small act of kindness
can effect a big change in the
world; kindness is a sign of faith;
to be kind is to see the humanity
of another; and kindness is the
most important virtue a person
might possess. Oresky summed

up the discussion with “To be hu-
man is to be kind to each other.”

Another topic the panel dis-
cussed was how to interact kindly
with people who see the world in
a much different way. Sidhu ex-
plained that in the Sikh belief, all
are part of the “oneness” of hu-
manity and that we are all from
the same source. YaYa stated that
we must reserve any judgment
of others for God. As a practical
approach, Young suggested that
one choose to listen to others and
search for common ground.

Alexander broached the topic
of how one might be motivated
to perform small acts of kindness
when the recipient is anonymous
or absent, using the example of
returning a store’s shopping cart
from the parking lot. Panelists’
thoughts concluded that such acts
may increase mindfulness, and
that acting in faith is counter-
cultural.

The discussion concluded after
questions from the audience about
how best to teach children to act
in kindness, and the role empathy
for others plays in performing
acts of kindness. Young summa-
rized the basis of acting kindly
as simply loving one’s neighbor
as oneself.

GATe recorded the discussion
for future viewing on its website.

Locally Written
Addiction Recovery
Book - Order Here:
https://www.amazon.
com/dp/BODSLFXW6V
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Greenbelt ASL Community
Celebrates Brunch Milestone

by Alice A. Mitchell

The New Deal Café was alive
with warm hugs, good food and
joyous visual communication
on Sunday, January 26 as the
Greenbelt ASL (American Sign
Language) community celebrated
15 years of Sunday ASL Brunch
together. The community is an
amalgam of Deaf, hard of hearing
and hearing residents of Green-
belt and surrounding communi-
ties. Those in attendance com-
municated using ASL to share
information about themselves
and to discuss current events.
The group continues to welcome
those who are learning ASL and
are skilled enough to participate
in the conversation.

Formerly called “Deaf
Brunch,” ASL Brunch was found-
ed in January 2010 when three
friends brunching with a purpose
were joined by a fourth. I was
introduced to and learned ASL
through a combination of course-
work at Gallaudet University,
community groups and socializing
with Deaf friends while living
in Maryland. However, I moved
away for a time and did not
have regular contact with people
who are Deaf so my ASL skills
suffered: Use it or lose it! After
living in eight states, I decided
to move back to Maryland, the
place I liked the best.

After returning to Maryland,
I met Rachel Channon, who is
a hearing person, and her Deaf
friend. With their patience, I
struggled with what remained of
my ASL communication skills
and communicated my desire to
connect with the local Deaf com-
munity. “We should eat brunch
together at the New Deal,” my
new friend suggested. “People
will see us using ASL and join
us if they also use ASL.” So the
Brunch began as a gathering of
three friends. Word spread and on
Sunday, January 24, 2010, Sara
Johnston, who is Deaf and a na-
tive ASL user, joined the group.
At that point, Deaf Brunch be-
came official.

The group continued to grow
and the New Deal Café pur-
chased a round table for Deaf
Brunch; because round seating is
more conducive to visual commu-
nication than a long table. With
the financial help of Deaf Brunch
participants, the New Deal Café
also purchased a window shade
so those signing would not be
obscured by bright background
sunlight. The Deaf Brunch partic-
ipants also made donations to the
Café’s fundraising efforts over the

years. Fast forward 15 years and
the group is still going strong.

The ASL Brunch group has
aided the Greenbelt community
by helping establish sign lan-
guage interpreter request proce-
dures for Greenbelt Homes, Inc.
and the City of Greenbelt, and
they worked with the city to es-
tablish movie-captioning options
for the Greenbelt Cinema.

ASL Brunch meets every Sun-
day from 10:30 a.m. until about
noon at one of two restaurants
that have been exceptionally sup-
portive: Cedars of Lebanon (Ist,

PHOTO BY THUSHARA WIJETILAKA

Greenbelt's American Sign Language (ASL) group meets for brunch on January 26 to celebrate its
15th anniversary.

3rd and 5th Sundays) or New
Deal Café (2nd and 4th Sun-
days). Approximately 20 Deaf,
hard of hearing and hearing peo-
ple enjoyed brunch together this
past Sunday and we continue
to welcome signers of all levels
and encourage students who are
learning.

We maintain the Greenbelt
ASL Community Facebook page
as well as a Google group (email
list) and post our brunch dates
on Meetup. Newcomers are wel-
come.

HEROISM continued from page 9

of a Tuskegee Airman Nurse, will
be held March 7 at the College
Park Aviation Museum, where
McCaskill works.

The women of the 6888th
were not acknowledged when
they returned home from their
service in England and France.
Many years later, their achieve-
ments came to light when only a
few were still alive. Filmed inter-

Bilingual Story Time
At SHL Rec Center

On Friday, March 14 at 10:30
a.m. at the Springhill Lake Rec-
reation Center, RUAK (Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness)
with the Prince George’s County
Memorial Library System will
present engaging, lively stories
and activities for young chil-
dren and their caregivers to help
build early literacy skills. This
monthly program is an introduc-
tion to reading aloud to children
as a way to instill the love of
literature. After the readings, the
children can stay and play with
balls in the gym. There will be
free children’s books and free
healthy, nutritious snacks. Come,
and spread the word to friends
and family.

Los Nifios Leen y Juegan

El viernes 14 de marzo a las
10:30 a.m. en el Centro Recre-
ativo de Springhill Lake, RUAK
(Random Unselfish Acts of Kind-
ness) con el Sistema de Biblio-
tecas Conmemorativas del Con-
dado de Prince George’s pre-
sentaran interesantes historias y
actividades divertidas para niflos
pequefios y sus cuidadores, para
ayudar a desarrollar las habili-
dades de alfabetizacion temprana.
Habran libros infantiles gratis y
aperitivos saludables y nutritivos.

views with some of the women,
including Lena Derriecott, are
available online. A granite monu-
ment bearing all the names of
the 6888th was dedicated in 2018
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan. The
Military Women’s Memorial in
Arlington, Va., has shown a 2019
documentary by James Theres
about the 6888th and has an
exhibit honoring them. Most im-
portantly, the Congressional Gold
Medal of Honor was awarded to
them in 2022. Janice Martin, a
daughter of the 6888th, attended
the cinema event wearing a shirt
depicting the gold medal.

September 16 has
been approved as
National 6888th Cen-
tral Postal Directory -
Battalion Day.

Auto Auction
4401 Stamp Road,
Marlow Heights, MD. 20748
February 9-23, 2025

10 - 11:20 am.

2009 Nissan Cube
JN8AZ28RK89T 129435

2016 Cadillac STS
1G6AB5RX960129587

2015 Dodge Challenger
2C3CDZDJXFH873627

2021 Infiniti Q50
JN1FV7DR8MMS88060

2019 BMW
WBAFY4C59KBJ98888

2007 Nissan Titan
IN6BAO6ASTN239909

BOOXK continued from page 10

virtue and everything rolled out
as it should.” But she found the
couple was like everyone else:
“[They] made bad decisions,
made good decisions that turned
out badly.” She added, “I went
from a simplistic view to a more
nuanced one [of them].”

Asked what message he would
like to have readers take from
the book, Adams repeated that
he wanted people to widen the
lens, to see addiction as a fam-
ily disease and also to recognize
and end societal denial. Although
progress has been made in seeing
alcoholism as a disease, many
other addictions are still seen as
character defects, Adams said.

Jones has two lessons she
hopes readers take from the book.
One, that nothing is accomplished
by one charismatic person on
their own. There are so many
other people and other things
that need to be in place. Two,
that when you have a difficult
situation in your own life, such

as addiction, there is a way out.

Like the many people it took
to develop A.A. and other Twelve
Step groups, Jones and Adams
had much help from many peo-
ple, including their writers’ group,
their agent, editor, designer and
proofreader, the many archivists
who located research material,
the people they interviewed who
knew the Wilsons and Smiths
and others. By telling the Wil-
sons’ story Adams and Jones
offer hope. Adams said, “It can
be hard to know what resources
you need and where to find them,
especially for family members
of addicts.” One of the best re-
sources here in Greenbelt is the
Step Club in Roosevelt Center,
which offers support for people
with many different kinds of ad-
dictions.

It is no exaggeration to say
that the Wilsons changed the
world. According to A.A. World
Services there are two million
A.A. members in 180 nations,

with 123,000 groups

| .

Co-author Joy Jones chats with Lois Ro-

sado, left, at the open house.

. a
!
o \ “

conducted in 100 lan-
guages. Al-Anon World
Services reports 24,000
Al-Anon Family Groups
and 1,500 Alateen
groups in 118 countries.
Yet according to Centers
for Disease Control sta-
tistics, in the U.S. there
are 488 deaths per day
from excessive alcohol
use, or about 20 every
hour.

PHOTO BY JOAN ESTENSON

The SPACE Presents
Share A Slice
of Pi Day!

& FREEARTFORALL.ORG
® IG: THESPACEFREEARTFORALL

%7 Friday, March 14th

© 7:00 -

9:30 PM

® 6000 Greenbelt Rd
The Upper SPACE in Beltway Plaza
(Take the escalator near Three
Brothers up to the top floor!)

Can’t Come? Please Give!
Donate Here:

Text PiDay2025 to 44-321

Or

Send through Give Lively.

We are celebrating art,

community and
sharing pie.
Our Goal: To Raise
$10,000!
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST - com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must
have a following. Call Dominick
301-980-9200.

YARDWORK - Spring Clean up, mow-
ing, weeding, etc. Call 410-940-9945
ask for John.

SHAMROCK JUNK REMOVAL —
Call 301-318-5472.

HIRING - Part-time Administrative/
Secretary for local church. Work on
site/virtual. Hourly wage. Send resume
to: BPC. 6301 Greenbelt Rd. Berwyn
Heights, Md. 20740. Questions call
301-474-7573 or 301-552-2118.

NOTICE

MISHKAN TORAH invites you to join
us for our Purim festivities this year!
On Sunday, March 9, at 11am, come
by for our Purim carnival - with games,
crafts, hamantaschen, pizza, and fun for
kids and adults of all ages. Then, on
Thursday, March 13, come back for our
annual multilingual Megillah reading
and Purim spiel, starting at 7pm. Learn
more at MishkanTorah.org, and respond
with the names of kids and adults
attending to RSVP@MishkanTorah.

or%.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM FOR RENT - (Upstairs).
Montpelier, Laurel off 197 or Muirkirk
Road. Nonsmoker. $800/m incl. utili-
ties, 1st & Lst upfront. FT employed
outside the house. House situated on
corner wooded lot, Victorian decorated
LR, Spacious Kit. Laundry room off kit.

Patio. 301-676-3996, Nancz.

SERVICES

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL —
Complete clean out: garages, houses,
construction debris, etc. Licensed &
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith,
301-346-0840.

PIANO TUNING - Greenbelt local.
Comprehensive piano tuning, service,
and restoration. 831-247-0043 www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC — Install-
ing all flooring products. Specializing
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897,
www.customflooringllc.net.

HANDYMAN DAVE — Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath,
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

CARING KIM’S PET CARE — Drop-in
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings,
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven
days a week. By a lifetime animal lover
and caregiver. Offered for dogs, cats,
and other small animals. Call Kim at
301-520-6708 for appointment or with
any questions.

MISSY’S DECORATING - Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years.
Interior painting. Free estimates.
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

HOUSECLEANING — Over 20 years
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.
Local references and free estimates
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

SOLO ELECTRICAL SERVICES,
LLC and HANDYMAN - Service
calls, EV chargers, Heavy ups and other
electrical needs. Call 240-704-4993.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC — Junk removal, elec-
trical, painting, drywall, leaf removal,
landscape design, mulching flower
beds, bucket truck services, stump
grinding, pruning trees & removal,
pole lighting, power washing siding
& decks. Mulch & top soil delivery.
Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-318-
5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, Dis-
cover. www.Kellahermaintenance.com.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS —
Installing, Repairing, Troubleshooting;
Documents Printing, Pickup, Dropoff,
Training. JBS, 240-601-4163.

GREENBELT MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN — with for over 20 years of
experience. New installation and repair
work. Call D&M Electrical Services
301-346-5335.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION —
Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, slides
to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT tapes
to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com.

HEATING AND COOLING - We
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating &
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING
AND PAINTING - Cleaning your
home like my own, at reasonable prices.
Painting inside and out. References
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. Angelalazol@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY —
Free estimates, fabric samples, local
business for over 30 years. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

HOME CARE PROVIDER - Senior
Specialist; Certified CNA/Med Tech.
Personal services detailed to meet your
needs. Interested? Call: 240-879-7389.

Maryland

Department of

" Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc. .

159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582

e Envenmen: WWW. greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

)
}_‘iram‘l :
.\I‘“‘ VEIR

I.ﬁ Clear The Air

Continental Movers
Free boxes
Local — Long Distance
$80 x two men
$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

RATES

CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-
ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.90/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($16.35). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads.
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with
ad copy. Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

N
)

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER
Auto Repairs &
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY
GREENBELT, MD

301-474-8348

CROWLEY CONSTRUCTION,INC.

Commercial & Residential
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
NEW ROOFS ¢ REROOFS ¢ REPAIR ¢ MAINTENANCE
EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 24/7
ASK ABOUT OUR OTHER SERVICES

SKYLIGHTS | GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS | SIDING | WINDOWS
CHIMNEYS | BRICK WORK | HARDSCAPING

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
(410) 643-3779 OR (301) 345-1349

www.crowleycoroofing.com
M.H.I.C License #90063

z ncb

National Cooperative Bank

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt
Homes for over 40 years. We offer:
- Fixed Rate Mortgages
+ Competitive Financing
- Low Closing Costs
« Cooperative Expertise

G. RYAN GREER

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455
fgrocr@n(bL()op

www.ncb.coop/rgreer

NMLS #507534

Banking products and services provided

Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. NCB NMLS #422343

by National Cooperative

410.790.5099

&8 TOWNCENTER!

‘Realty & Associates, Inc. =5 HE
Richard Cantwell | Broker o B ' i q ‘

A.S.E.
Master Certified Technicians

Frances Fendlay
240.481.3851

Michael McAndrew
240-432-8233

Christina Doss
410.365.6769

Portia Reid
240-410-7801

R A,
P : GREENBELT 1
| 3-B Ridge Rd./2 Beds | 1 Bath /$225,000

A complete service facility equipped to

perform all service requirements that your ¢ !
manufacturer recommends to comply with UNDER CONTRACT FOR SALE UNDER CONTRACT  UNDER (ONTRACT
Preventive Maintenance service sched- 3-B Research Rd 5227 Stream Bank Ln.  8-E Laurel Hill 3-C Crescent Rd
$230,000 $424,000 $136,000 $384,900
ules & extended warranty programs! Also, 2 Beds | 1 Bath 3 Beds | 2.5 Baths 1Bed | 1 Bath 4 Beds | 2 Baths
routine repairs that keep your vehicles farsenbelt Greenbelt Greenbelt Greenbelt
operating safely and reliably. FOR SALE FOR SALE (OMING SooN
18-P Ridge Rd. 16-J Ridge Rd GHI

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage $235,000 $325,000 $XXNCXXX

A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 2 Beds | 2 Baths 3 Beds | 1 Bath 2 Beds | 1 Bath AUGAE )

Insurance Claims Welcome. Greenbelt Greenbelt Greenbelt b it

[ | Free estimates, please call for appointment [ |
HE HE

301.441.1071 #1 in Sales for Greenbelt in '19, '20, '21 & 2022

el
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Our 38th Year in Greenbelt

301 982-0044

Roosevelt Boys Basketball Team Wins
Their First Game in 4A State Playoffs o

by Patrick Gleason ' Broker and President

301-675-9036

The Leader in

et Rea e [T

REALIOK H
Since 1986

After a challenging end to
the regular season that included
tough losses to Laurel and Wise
High Schools, the Eleanor Roose-
velt High School boys basketball
team entered the Maryland 4A
state playoffs looking for redemp-
tion. They found it in a 74-62
first round victory over Wise on
February 28. The Raiders and
Pumas traded baskets throughout
the first half, but the momentum
shifted to the Raiders after a
five-point swing thanks to senior
guard Dione Wells. After hitting
a three-pointer from the right
side, Wells pounced on the Puma
in-bounds pass and drained a
mid-range jumper, enthusing the
Friday night crowd. Roosevelt
maintained this momentum to
halftime and never relented in
the second half as Wise looked
uncomfortable throughout the
night thanks to the pressure from
a high-energy Roosevelt defense.

Senior Benaiah Nwosu fur-
thered the Raider momentum

Brick Townhome on GCorner Lot
e 130 O el
nate flo odeled.
Large fenced yard with front patio.

Coming Soon GHI 2-bedroom town-
home with extra half-bath. Remodeled

with refinished hardwood flooring.
Large fenced yard that backs to woods.

Need to reach us right away?

Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 88000 on
your cell phone and get an in-
B stant response! We can show
- Photos by Alphanmadou Jallow [ LUCIVARILTRUREE L S
with a three-pointer followed by [E3=h[E] Scan here with your
a long-range two in the second The Raiders advance to a region final rematch with the Flowers o] cell phone and go
half, keeping the Pumas at a Jaguars on March 6. I directly to our weh-
safe distance; however, it was | site! Search all of
Nwosu’s alley-oop that frenzied round matchup with the DuVal H the MLS and more.
the crowd and closed the door Tigers whom they defeated with 3
on any potential Puma comeback. a start-to-finish 61-47 victory.
Nwosu reached high above his Led by junior Donte Whitaker

head to corral senior Amarius the Raiders rushed to a 10-0 first

Sekajipo’s lob before slamming quarter lead that the Tigers never LAW OFFICES OF

it home. With the dunk, the Raid- overcame; the Raiders now visit PATRICK J. MCANDREW, LLC.
ers avenged their regular season the C.H. Flowers Jaguars for a

loss and progressed to a second- region final matchup on March 6.

Personal Injury (Auto Accidents/Slip & Fall), Estate Planning &

Z Administration, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, and DUI Quiet Cul-de-sac 4-bedroom home on
6305 Ivy Lane, Suite 408, Greenbelt, MD 20770 ':hfgg 'Wﬁtggﬁgg
S&A Plumbing 301-220-3111 kitchen and wood stove on lower level.

Service Inc.

24/7 plumbing service needs
Garbage disposal, dishwasher

CallforSports News | ( Leak, clog, faucets, etc.

Do you have Greenbelt Please call me.
sports news to share? Independent and local.

We welcome your photos Prices reasonable.
and stories at editor@ | §Give me a call 240 988 8908
greenbeltnewsreview.com. Time bank members receive
“great discounts”

9 Family Owned and Operated
since 1858
Funeral (£))) Home, PA.

4739 Baltimore Avenue
Hyattsville, MD 20781

Traditional Funerals

Memorial Services
Cremations Greenhelt Rental! Remodeled 2-
Flowers bedroom townhome with fenced back-

301-927-6100 Caskets, Vaults, Urns yard, shed & wood deck. Remodeled
RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT www.gaschs.com Pre-Arrangements with modern kitchen & applarces. __

SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS Large on-site parking
CARPENTRY — DRYWALL — PAINTING
KITCHENS — BATHROOMS
SIDING — WINDOWS - DOORS - DECKS

LICENSED — INSURED — LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED LOOKING TO
MHIC #84145 BUY OR SELL GHI,
PHONE 301-448-8703 SINGLE FAMILY Sl
: = ' HOME, OR 2 Bedroom Townhome Fenced front
N TOWNHOUSE? and back yards. Large storage shed
Donald V. Borgwarde ly ) W cerswork ToceTHert [ [ o e e o

2024 GCAAR RECOGNITION AWARD

> B 7 B R INDIVIDUAL WINNER

FUNERAL HOME, P.A.

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment
Family owned

and operated

Single-Level Living! 1-bedroom home
with remodeled kitchen and large living
room. Modern HVAGheat pump and

4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751

(301) 937-1707 LON f E: EEELI;{:‘RNC!)E CANTWELL deck in backyard. Spacious bathroom!
www.bo rgwa rdtfuneralhome.com MELANIE.CANTWELL@LNF.COM

F O STER I C: 240.470-5911/ O: 301441951 Your Greenbelt Specialists
Traditional Monuments Cremation 9094 BALTIMORE AVE In Roosevelt Center

Funerals Service REF STATE COLLEGE PARK, MD 20740 m @

Since 1986
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Local Business Alliance Honors
Four at Martin’s Crosswinds Gala

by Melissa Sites

The Greenbelt Business Alli-
ance (GBA) assembled at Mar-
tin’s Crosswinds on January 23
to hold their First Annual Awards
Gala. A ballroom full of repre-
sentatives from local businesses
and nonprofits came to enjoy
the dinner, learn more about the
alliance and celebrate the impres-
sive nominees and winners of the
GBA's first set of four awards.

An additional highlight of the
evening was the introduction of
the “Greenbelt Guide,” located
at greenbelt.biz, an online “buy
local” directory that has been in
the making over the past three
years. Tim Mitchell, the founder
of the Young Entrepreneurs So-
ciety (YES), began work on the
guide, helped by a grant from
the National League of Cities and
including 1900 publicly available
business entries. GBA founding
member Paul Ricketts can answer
questions from local businesses
about how to be part of the guide
(pricketts@trainace.edu).

Awards

The first award, Best New
Business of the Year, went to
CCI Health Services, whose mis-
sion, they said, is to deliver high-
quality, accessible care to our
community members, leading
the way to a more equitable
health care system for everyone.
Other nominees included the lo-
cal Royal Farms, which opened
in August 2024; Prince George’s
Community Federal Credit Union,
serving 19,500 members and
businesses around the county;
LaCurva Tex Mex Bar and Grill;
and Ultimate Web Design.

The award for Best Employer
of the Year went to Generous
Joe’s, operated by chef Aaron
Mengel. A number of Gener-
ous Joe’s staff members helped
receive the award. Other nomi-
nees included Dr. Sandra Burton;
Prince George’s County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation;
Greenbelt Co-op Supermarket and
Pharmacy; Civility Management
Solutions; and YES.

The award for Best Nonprofit/
Co-op went to Greenbelt Co-op
Supermarket and Pharmacy. Es-
tablished in 1984, Co-op is com-
prised of nearly 11,000 members.
Greenbelt Consumer Services
opened a grocery store in 1937,
which was purchased in 1939
by “the Greenbelt Cooperative”
as part of a variety of differ-
ent stores. This group was dis-
mantled in the early 1980s, when
Greenbelt Consumer Cooperative
formed the current Co-op. Other
nonprofit nominees included CCI,
Washington Ear, Greenbelt Ro-
tary and The SPACE: Free Art
for All.

The category of Greenbelt
Icon included several true icons
with wins and nominations in
other categories, including Green-
belt Homes, Inc.; Generous Joe’s,
a Roosevelt Center hotspot since
1966; Greenbelt Cinema; and
Greenbelt Co-op Supermarket
and Pharmacy. The winner, and
site of the gala, was Martin’s
Crosswinds. Several presenters
mentioned they had attended their
senior proms at the location.

Guests

Distinguished guests at the
gala included Maryland State
Senator Alonzo Washington; State
Delegate Nicole Williams; Prince
George’s County Councilmember
Ingrid Watson; Greenbelt May-

-\

Aaron Mengel, center, poses with employees of Generous Joe's at the

Greenbelt Business Alliance gala.

Attendees at the Business Alliance

gala, from left, Shatira

P

Muhammad,

Joellyn Furmage, Harold Muscadin, Claudia Gonzales, Ashley Jones,
Jude Chenet, Kim Kash and Mayor Emmett Jordan

From left, Caitlin McGrath, Oliver Gayken, and Mayor Emmett
Jordan (standing)

or Emmett Jordan; City Coun-
cilmembers Silke Pope, Jenni
Pompi, Danielle McKinney, and
Kristen Weaver; and City Man-
ager Josué¢ Salmeron, along with
many important leaders from the
local business and nonprofit com-
munity.
Key GBA People

Current GBA board members
include Chair S. Mona Reza of
Stellar 5 Consulting, LLC; Co-
Chair Joellyn Furmage of Holi-
day Inn & Candlewood Suites;
Treasurer Maya Robinson of
Future Proof Accounting; and

Secretary Johnine Clark, attorney.

Founders of GBA include for-
mer chairs Paul Ricketts of Train-
ACE Academy of Computer Edu-
cation and Kim Kash of Compass
Realty; Jessica Wilson of CCI;
Michael Hartman of New Deal
Café; and the late Marc “Kap”
Kapastin, Esq., of Quantum,
owner of Beltway Plaza. Other
gala sponsors included the City
of Greenbelt; Gaitan Strategic
Group, ObjectiveHealth; and Dr.
Raja M. Din.

Members of the city council and Alonzo Washington pose for a selfie
taken by Ingrid Watson at the Greenbelt Business Alliance gala.

Dan Gillotte, gen-
eral manager of the
Co-op Supermar-
ket and Pharmacy,
poses with Mayor
Emmett Jordan.

- Photos by
Milena Acevedo

PHOTO COURTESY MAHJONGG CLUB MEMBER

Marsha Zielinski and Abby Crowley compete in a tournament
at Temple Beth Ami in Rockville on February 16.

PHOTO BY KAREN YOHO

Attendees enjoy the annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper at
Greenbelt Community Church United Church of Christ.
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