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What Goes On
Wednesday, January 1
New Year’s Day: All City  
Offices Closed
No Meetings All Week

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

The Greenbelt City Council 
gathering on December 18 began 
with a worksession with represen-
tatives from Tribesy Consulting 
who presented their overview of 
their Diversity, Equity and Inclu-
sion (DEI) audit of the city. This 
was built upon a Phase I internal 
audit conducted under the city’s 
DEI Department, headed by Tyra 
Smith, who was also present. 
Smith said that the city’s Justice, 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
Action Team (JAT) had recently 
drafted a vision statement, which 
would define DEI concepts as 
they apply to the city, with the 
goal being to integrate them into 
all city functions and departments 
as part of an upcoming strategic 
plan. 

This Phase II audit targeted 
gathering personal impressions 
from the city’s residents and visi-
tors, especially those who would 
often not otherwise engage in 
local government. Ninety-one 
people were interviewed, with 
the following ethnic breakdown: 
62 percent African Diaspora; 
21 percent white; 13 percent 
colonized by Spain; 3 percent 
other or unknown; and 1 percent 

Council Tackles DEI Audit;
Shares Community Feedback

by Matthew Arbach

Asian. Concerning the age range, 
the percentages worked out to a 
majority being the ages between 
30 and 40, the next largest be-
ing those in their 50s, and the 
smallest group being those in 
their 20s. Councilmember Kris-
ten Weaver expressed that this 
seemed an accurate demographic 
representation for the most part.

The locations or events fo-
cused on were: Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center, Franklin Park 
Back to School Rally, Beltway 
Plaza, Hook and Reel restaurant, 
Greenbelt Community Center, 
Greenbriar Community Center 
and Schrom Hills Park.

Tr ibesy  consu l t an t  Ga i l 
Watts said that the audit should 
be viewed as a story, which 
acknowledges the reality of the 
city’s past and present, as well 
as envisioning a future where all 
residents will feel a greater sense 
of community, with an equal 
voice in the city’s evolution. 
The purpose of the audit is 
to inform the JAT’s strategic 
plan, and should be used in all 
transparency with all sectors of 

I n  t h e  v e r y 
chilly evening dark-
ness on Friday, De-
cember 20, around 
30 revelers, bun-
dled up decorative-
ly, gathered in the 
Firefly Sanctuary 
in Stream Valley 
Park to sing, dance, 
stroll and celebrate 
the Winter Solstice. 

G r e e n b e l t ’ s 
Honk!  Si tuat ion 
band provided their 
trademark musical 
foolishness. Fabu-
lously costumed 
characters, a giant 
eyeball and a danc-
ing dragon led the 
crowd down the 
stream valley, “following dark-
ness like a dream,” in the words 
of William Shakespeare.

At the Northway/Crescent 
crosswalk, flashing crossing lights 
stopped traffic, and the glittering 
procession (complete with danc-
ing crossing guards) amused the 
waiting drivers.

The crowd lured passersby 
along the way across Braden 

The Winter Solstice Inspires 
A Sparkling Musical Stroll

by Lesley Kash

Fie ld ,  and  debouched in to 
Roosevelt Center. There more 
folks awaited enchantment (and/
or Honk! hilarity) between a 
softly glowing Mother and Child 
statue and the festive holiday 
tree, all surrounded by fairy 
lights. The ensuing zany Honk! 
song ’n’ dance fest was enhanced 
by a dragon photo spot and 
a bewilderment of individual 

lighting effects.
T h e  Wi n t e r 

Sols t ice  marks 
t h e  s h o r t e s t , 
darkest day and 
is celebrated in 
ant ic ipat ion of 
coming sunnier 
seasons. Solstice 
day sometimes is 
called Yule among 
n e o - p a g a n s  ( a 
feisty, ubiquitous 
element of Green-
bel t ’s  spir i tual 
diversity).  And 
in religions and 
cultures through-
out the ages, this 
quiet time of year 
has inspired up-
lifting displays 

of dancing and music, fire and 
lights.

“For me this is the perfect 
blend of community, music and 
joy in the beautiful darkness of 
the winter. A gift that anyone 
can enjoy,” said Susan Barnett. 
“I particularly enjoyed parading 
along the path through town. It 
just seemed magical!”

In the latest round 
of trauma for residents, 
on November 14, 23 
residents of Charles-
towne North, a 178-
unit rental high-rise 
building located by 
Greenbelt Lake at the 
end of Lakecrest Drive, 
were taken to court for 
nonpayment of rent by 
former building owner 
Charlestowne North 
H o l d i n g  C o m p a n y 
(CNHC).

The Maryland Busi-
ness Express website 
states that CNHC’s 
business registration 
was “forfeited for fail-
ure to file property re-
turn for 2023” on No-
vember 13, 2023.

Cases Dismissed
All 23 rent cases 

were dismissed on No-
vember 26 in Prince 
George’s County Dis-
trict Court. Likely the dismissal 
resulted from CNHC having no 
valid status as an entity at the 
time of the trial. County and state 
real estate tax records have not 
yet been updated to record the 
change of ownership.

Problems Multiplied
The apartments deteriorated 

Charlestowne North Tenants
Ride Rental Roller Coaster

by Cathie Meetre

rapidly after their purchase by 
CNHC in January 2023. The 
company, formed at the end of 
2022, failed to fix ongoing prob-
lems that then snowballed as 
CNHC eliminated, reduced or 
ignored building services. Ten-
ants were left with unreliable 
elevators, an insecure lobby and 
minimal staffing. Trash piled up 

many feet high by the building 
and leaks plagued the apart-
ments. State and county records 
indicate the owners did not pay 
real estate taxes.

Rents were collected but lit-
tle or nothing was paid for by 
CNHC. If average rent for an 
apartment was $1,800 per month 
and perhaps 150 of the 178 
apartments were rented through-
out the year, the owners received 
approximately $3.24 million in 
rent, paid out as little as pos-
sible, transferred the cash else-
where and went into bankruptcy, 
leaving Freddie Mac to pay off 
the mortgage. There was expense 
to the city for removing trash 
and trauma for the residents.

Inevitably,  many renters 
moved out. (See News Review 

At the December 19 Green-
belt Homes, Inc. (GHI) board 
meeting, the City of Greenbelt 
Traffic Calming Study was again 
on the agenda. A general tone, 
although not unanimous, was that 
the board was not in favor of the 
proposals in the Traffic Calming 
Study. It was on the agenda of 
the December 5 meeting but was 
only briefly touched on due to 
the lateness of the meeting (see 
article in the December 12 issue). 
At this meeting, there were many 

more comments from the board, 
and it was decided that Board 
President Stefan Brodd would 
draft a general response to the 
city. Individual board members 
and other GHI members were 
also encouraged to send their 
thoughts to the city.  

Board Member Chuck Hess 
indicated that GHI cannot afford 
to lose parking spaces. Board 
Member Nancy Boyd concurred 

GHI Discusses Traffic Calming
Again; Proposals Not Popular

by Mary Moien

From left, Lauren Rankel, Caitlin McGrath and Adrienne 
Haddad gather a few of the socks collected for donation at 
the annual snowball fight at Greenbelt Cinema. See story on 
page 11.
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Mother and Child look down upon musical hilarity as the 
Greenbelt Honk! Situation celebrates the winter solstice on 
Friday, December 20.
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Trash went uncollected and blocked the 
door outside a lower-level back entrance 
for weeks this time last year. Photo taken 
on January 7, 2024.
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Letters to the Editor

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

A Complete Unknown
New York, 1961. Against the backdrop of a vibrant music scene 

and tumultuous cultural upheaval, Bob Dylan (Timothée Chalamet), 
an enigmatic 19-year-old from Minnesota, arrives with his guitar 
and revolutionary talent, destined to change the course of American 
music. He forges intimate relationships with music icons of Green-
wich Village on his meteoric rise, culminating in a groundbreaking 
and controversial performance that reverberates worldwide. Chal-
amet stars and sings as Bob Dylan in the electric true story behind 
the rise of one of the most iconic singer-songwriters in history. Said 
critic Sam Adams of Slate, “A Complete Unknown is a fine movie 
about Bob Dylan ... but it’s a better movie about the people who 
watched him do it, the die-hard believers who saw him as their 
greatest hope, then their greatest adversary.”

Babygirl
A high-powered CEO (Nicole Kidman) puts her career and 

family on the line when she begins a torrid affair with her much 
younger intern (Harris Dickinson). “Kidman is a marvel here,” said 
critic Rubén Rosario of MiamiArtZine.

SHOWTIMES: 
DECEMBER 27th - JANUARY 2nd

A Complete Unknown (R) 
(CC) (DVS) (2024) (140 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Sun. 2:00 PM OC, 5:00 PM

Tues, 12:30 PM
Thurs. 7:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM

Mon. 2:00 PM, 5:00 PM
Wed. 7:00 PM

Babygirl (R) (CC) (DVS) 
(2024) (114 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:15 PM, 7:45 PM

Mon. 2:15 PM OC, 5:15 PM
Wed. 7:15 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:15 PM, 8:15 PM

Sun. 2:15 PM, 5:15 PM
Tues, 12:45 PM
Thurs. 7:15 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org
Members Always $6.50!

Member kids are always FREE!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Wishing for Patience
Last week’s headlines were 

quite the Festivus Airing of 
the Grievances. At the Solstice 
Yule Fire, instead of wishing for 
peace, I took the baby steps of 
wishing for greater patience and 
understanding by and for all in a 
Happy New Year.

Alan Duda

Objects to Coverage
The December 19 issue had 

extensive coverage about per-
ceived personnel issues at the Co-
op Supermarket, with the Board’s 
response, voiced by Chair Kim 
Kash, located at the end of the 
article. Co-op supports its 50+ 
Co-op team members. Co-op’s 
Board and managers are listen-
ing to and focusing on concerns 
of both staff and patrons. One 
person who hasn’t been a part of 
the Co-op for over a year does 
not speak for the present team. 
This was rehashing of old and 
already-investigated complaints.

Co-op works to ensure that 
there is a positive, cooperative 
work environment where staff 
feel safe, are recognized and 
rewarded for their good work 
and commitment. Co-op does not 
tolerate harassment or threats. 
An employee with any concerns 
is encouraged to bring that issue 
to their manager or directly to 
[General Manager] Dan [Gillotte], 
who has an open-door policy for 
all. The management team meets 
weekly to address any store is-
sues and Dan meets weekly with 
each manager to go over depart-
mental issues.  

Following privacy laws regard-
ing employee information, Co-op 
will not discuss personnel issues 
publicly; that can lead to unfortu-
nate miscommunications.

Co-op added three former 
New Deal Café staff members to 
the store when the NDC contract 
ended, and no compensation or 
benefits of any existing Co-op 
staff were reduced.

The article noted “poor fiscal 
decisions … (accruing late fees 
on bills).” That is a false state-
ment.* Co-op’s auditor, LSWG, 
completed its reviewed report for 
FY24 with no issues being raised.

During 2025, Co-op will con-
tinue focusing on improving the 
store. Improving communications 
among Board, management, em-
ployees and members is a goal. 

Co-op is an asset to its 5,000+ 
members, Roosevelt Center and 
the community. We will continue 

working to ensure the Co-op’s 
long-term viability and that Co-
op continues to serve its members 
and the Greenbelt community.   

Kim Kash, Chair
Co-op’s Board of Directors

*Editor ’s Note: The arti-
cle’s statement was not false. It 
noted these were among con-
cerns raised by employees at the  
August board meeting.

Council Needs 
Contrarian

I would like to thank City 
Councilmember Rodney Roberts 
for his dedication and efforts to 
save our city money. If careful 
planning and bargaining can save 
thousands of dollars, the city 
could well disperse the funds to 
help the needy among us.

Our Public Works Department 
is doing a terrific job of tending 
to our city’s physical resources 
and needs. I see its employees 
working long hours, sometimes 
outside in brutal weather. How-
ever, I do not know if any of its 
employees are tasked to repair 
and physically replace publicly 
owned truck engines. I assume 
that such job requirements belong 
to the city manager’s purview.

Also, I know that bargaining 
with repair persons is quite an 
art. I once took a short course in 
how to bargain. What I learned 
has proved to be especially useful 
and has saved me a lot of money.

I have long thought that the 
city council needs a contrarian on 
its membership to avoid group-
think. Therefore, I have voted for 
Mr. Roberts for decades and plan 
to continue doing so.

Shalom Fisher

City Council 
Intimidators

Good Grief, Charlie Brown!
What are we supposed to take 

away from the public shaming of 
Councilmember Rodney Roberts? 
And who will now dare to speak 
their mind without fear of being 
denounced by the Intimidators? 
This is turning into a federal 
case.

From now on, we will have 
to keep our emotions in check 
or suffer deadly stares of disap-
proval. How boring. We should 
be asking for honesty. And some-
times hollering accompanies hon-
esty. So what? Holler back. It’s 
healthy. We can still have civil 
discourse and holler. The British 
Parliament does it all the time.

Maybe I see things differently 
because I grew up in a large 
family where I learned to stand 
up for myself on occasion. Some 
people call it fighting. It wasn’t 
usually pretty, and it made for 
a good confession at church on 
Saturday. But it was healthy as 
long as no one got hurt and no 
profanity was used.

So why again is Councilmem-
ber Roberts being censured for 
vehemently disagreeing with a 
decision made by Public Works? 
It was his prerogative and his 
duty.

Everyone, please apologize for 
any misunderstanding. Censure is 
a bad word.  

Jean Lombardo

Support Co-op 
Employees

I was saddened to read the 
December 19 article, on em-
ployee dissatisfaction and mis-
treatment of employees by cus-
tomers. As a longtime resident 
and shopper at the Co-op, I have 
noticed a change in personnel 

Holiday Deadlines
To accommodate our printer’s New Year’s schedule, our January 

2 issue will be printed a day late, but our deadlines will be a day 
early for that issue.

Advertisements: Camera-ready display ads, classifieds and any 
required payments are due by 6 p.m. Monday, December 30. Mate-
rial needing hands-on attention should come in by Friday, December 
27. There will be no office hours on Tuesday, December 31, and no 
ads will be accepted that day.

Submissions: To be considered for publication, articles over 
700 words are due by Sunday, December 29 at 2 p.m. All letters 
to the editor (300-word limit) are due by Sunday, 
December 29 at 6 p.m. Articles under 700 words 
and photographs are due by 2 p.m. on Monday, 
December 30.
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mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show! 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

***Monday 5pm-10pm; Tuesday—Thursday 9am - 10pm; Friday/Saturday 8am – 12midnight;  
Sunday 9am – 9pm, UNLESS NOTEDSOTE

Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

***HOURS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DURING TRANSITION***
Thank you for your understanding - NDC Board

TH 12/26 FRI 12/27 SAT 12/28 SUN 12/29

BOXING DAY 

CAFE CLOSES AT 
4pm 

KIVA 
8-11pm 

Strong vocal harmonies 
with rich and diverse 

musical 
instrumentation

NDC SATURDAY JAZZ JAM, 
2-5PM

The Bad Influence 
Band
8-11pm

Blues & roots with sheer 
intensity

Bayside Big Band
6-8pm

Playing the music of the 
big bands, ’30’s up to the 

present

MON 12/30 TUES 12/31 WED 1/01/25 TH 1/02 New Deal Cafe

NO
EVENTS

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
CELEBRATION!

THE WILD 
ANACOSTIAS

9p-12:30a
MORE DETAILS TO 

FOLLOW

CAFE OPENS AT 1pm
The Campfire 

Sessions
7-9pm

A monthly listening 
room

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

Wolf’s Blues Show 
& Sit-In Jam 

6:30-10pm 
Big, bodacious boogie 

blues. Jan 

We want to hear 
from you! 

NewDealCafe.com; 
Click on ABOUT, 

them CONTACT THE 
CAFE

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT        FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.

Lafayette Credit Union
Hosts Budget Workshop

Lafayette Federal Credit Union 
is hosting a Budgeting Basics 
Workshop on Saturday, January 
25 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Credit 
Union in Greenway Center.

This workshop is designed to 
provide any and all community 
members with techniques to take 
control of their finances. In this 
interactive session, experts will 
outline how to track income and 
expenses, master budgeting ba-
sics, create a personalized budget 
plan and more. Light fare is 
included. RSVP at lfcu.events/
budget0125.

At the Library
The Greenbelt Library will be 

closed Tuesday, December 31, 
and Wednesday, January 1, for 
the New Year’s Holiday. Pass-
port Acceptance Service at all 
branches is suspended through 
January 4.

The Library’s regular hours 
are Mondays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays noon to 
8 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. 

All in-person events are on 
hiatus during the holiday season 
until January 4.

The PGCMLS News Suite 
(pgcmls.info/news-suite) offers 
quick and easy access to many 
national and international news-
papers and magazines, including 
digital editions of the Washington 
Post, New York Times and Wall 
Street Journal, plus the Baltimore 
Sun and USA Today via Press-
Reader.

Concert Band
Seeks Players

The Greenbelt Concert Band 
(GCB) hopes to increase the 
size of the group, particularly 
with trumpet, French horn, tuba 
and percussion players. GCB 
resumes rehearsals on Monday, 
January 6 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
in the Multipurpose Room of 
the Community Center. Email 
director@greenbeltconcertband.
org or  visi t  the website  at 
greenbeltconcertband.org.

State Offers Grants  
For Individual Artists

The Maryland State Arts 
Council announced a unique 
funding opportunity that pro-
vides $2,500 in holistic support 
to Maryland-based independent 
artists, helping them cover essen-
tial living and working expenses. 
The application deadline is Janu-
ary 17.

This program is designed to 
be accessible to independent art-
ists statewide, with an eligibility-
based application process and no 
critical review of work samples. 
All eligible applications are en-
tered into a randomized selection 
process, ensuring an equal chance 
for all applicants.

For more details about the 
program, eligibility criteria and 
application process, visit msac.
org/programs/grants-artists. Those 
with questions or needing assis-
tance, email Jess Porter, senior 
program director, at jess.porter@
maryland.gov.

CARES Needs
Fund Donations

For the past three years, 
Greenbelt CARES has used fed-
eral American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) money to help prevent 
evictions brought on by Covid. 
The ARPA money ran out in 
October. It is now up to Green-
belt residents to help our neigh-
bors. Although evictions have 
decreased since the pandemic, 
families are still facing eviction 
because of increases in rent, ill-
ness, death of a family mem-
ber or a financial crisis such as 
expensive medical care or car 
repairs. 

A recent poll shows that many 
persons do not have financial 
stability due to a lack of job 
security, no health insurance and 
decreased ability to save for a 
financial crisis. 

The Greenbelt Emergency As-
sistance Fund continues to be that 
safety net for Greenbelters in a 
financial crisis whatever the rea-
son. Those who are able can help 
by donating to the fund.

Make checks out to Greenbelt 
CARES, write Emergency As-
sistance Fund in the memo space 
and mail to Greenbelt CARES, 
25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, 
MD 20770 (or place in the secure 
drop box at that address). Or, go 
to GreenbeltMD.gov, click Pay 
Online at the top of the page 
and choose Charitable Donations. 
Complete the form, indicating the 
donation is for the Emergency 
Assistance Fund, and click sub-
mit; the payment page then will 
come up with a form to enter 
credit card or PayPal information.

Weekly Programs 
Held at The SPACE

Join in commemorating five 
incredible years and a host of 
new community partners at The 
SPACE: Free Art For All.

Sundays, Sewing Classes, 1:30 
to 3 p.m. Open to all skill levels. 
A limited number of sewing ma-
chines is available; participants 
can also bring their own. 

Wednesdays, Beginners Music 
Classes in Ukelele and Key-
boards, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Fridays, Free Art for All Game 
Night, 5 to 7 p.m. Level up your 
game at open game night. Play 
for fun and gear up for monthly 
tournaments. Space Family Band 
Jam Session, 7 to 9 p.m. Rain-
bow Joe is back. Bring an instru-
ment or borrow one from The 
SPACE and jump into the jam.

Saturdays, Yoga with René 
Hood, 10 to 11:30 a.m.; Expres-
sive Art Workshops, 2 to 4 p.m.

All classes are not only en-
riching but also free and open to 
the public. The program extends 
a warm welcome for donations to 
support its community initiatives.

T h e  S PA C E  i s  l o c a t e d 
upstairs in the former Big Lots 
space at Beltway Plaza, 6000 
Greenbelt  Road. Details on 
upcoming events can be seen 
on Instagram or Facebook @
TheSPACEFreeArtForAll. For 
questions call 240-244-6115.

Senior Nutrition
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program provides 
lunch for seniors Monday through 
Friday at the Community Center 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Meals 
must be reserved two weeks 
ahead so that enough food is or-
dered. Participants must complete 
a registration form in person at 
the Community Center office, 
Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. There is a 
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions. 

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each 
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for 
older adults, include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk.

More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

Golden Age Club 
January Meetings

The Golden Age Club meets 
most Wednesdays at 11 a.m. in 
Room 201 of the Community 
Center.  The club does not meet 
on federal holidays or when in-
clement weather delays or closes 
Prince George’s County schools. 

January 1 – New Year’s Day 
and Hanukkah: no meeting.

January 8 – Business Meeting 
with swearing in of new officers.  
Membership dues are due.

January 15 – Bringing in the 
New Year with a sing-along with 
Chris and Stefan.

January 22 – Celebration of 
January birthdays.  Members at-
tending should bring a snack to 
share.

January 29 – New Year closet 
inventory with Jan Derry, who 
tells members how to inventory 
their closets to be more efficient 
in their homes.

French Conversation 
Group Will Skip Jan. 2

The French conversation group 
will not meet on Thursday, Janu-
ary 2. Their next meeting will 
be on Thursday, January 9 at the 
New Deal Café at 5:30 p.m.

Poetry in the Garden
The Poetry Club will welcome 

a new guest speaker at its poetry 
reading on Sunday, January 5 
from 3 to 5 p.m. in the club-
house of Schrom Hills Park. The 
topic for this meeting is Native 
American Poetry and Culture. 
The public is invited to this free 
event. Attendees can read their 
own poem or just enjoy listening. 
Refreshments will be served.

For more details, call Effie at 
443-415-1053.

GAC Invites Proposals
Calling all actors, directors, 

dancers, singers, musicians, po-
ets and artists of all kinds: the 
Greenbelt Arts Center (GAC) is 
seeking proposals for productions 
for the 2025-2026 season. For 
those with a project in mind that 
might be a good fit for the GAC 
stage, click through to the sub-
mission form and give the details. 
Visit GreenbeltArtsCenter.org 
to access the submission form. 
Proposal submissions will be ac-
cepted until Sunday, January 5.

Mahjongg Now Played
Wednesday Afternoons

Want to learn how to play 
American mahjongg? Abby 
Crowley will offer a free four-
week class beginning Wednesday, 
January 8 from 11:45 a.m. to 1 
p.m. (Note that the Winter Rec-
reation Guide lists an incorrect 
starting time.)

Those with some experience 
with American mahjongg are wel-
come to come play on Wednes-
days from 1 (or sometimes ear-
lier) to 4 p.m. (or whatever part 
of that time fits each player’s 
schedule) in Room 109 in the 
Community Center.

Register for either the class or 
to play at the Recreation Depart-
ment office in the Community 
Center. Both are free.

GIVES Needs Drivers 
The Greenbelt Intergenera-

tional Volunteer Exchange Ser-
vice (GIVES) is an all-volunteer, 
nonprofit organization that helps 
adult Greenbelt residents with 
transportation and friendly visits, 
along with other services. More 
drivers are urgently needed to 
meet the increase in requests 
for services. To be a driver for 
GIVES, one needs to be a resi-
dent of Greenbelt, be a member 
of GIVES, have a valid Maryland 
license and insurance, and obtain 
a free background check. Mem-
bership is free. For information 
or an application, call 301-507-
6580 or visit givesgreenbelt.org.

mailto:director@greenbeltconcertband.org
mailto:director@greenbeltconcertband.org
http://greenbeltconcertband.org
http://msac.org/programs/grants-artists
http://msac.org/programs/grants-artists
mailto:jess.porter@maryland.gov
mailto:jess.porter@maryland.gov
http://GreenbeltMD.gov
http://GreenbeltArtsCenter.org
http://givesgreenbelt.org
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One Hillside Road

Join Us Sunday Join Us Sunday 
10:15 AM 10:15 AM 

for Worship for Worship 
and Church School  and Church School  

www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

We are an  
Open and Affirming 

Church

For today in the city of David
there has been born for you a Savior,

who is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“The stronger the ties of fellowship and solidarity amongst 
men, the greater will be the power of constructiveness and 

accomplishment in all the planes of human activity.”  
– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review December 26, 2024

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

December 29, 2024 at 3 p.m.
One Kwanzaa, Many Colors

Carmelita Carter-Sykes, PBUUC Diversity/Anti-Racism Transformation 
Team (DARTT) with Worship Associate Lula Beatty

Celebrate Kwanzaa with us. Kwanzaa honors the African roots, struggles and strengths 
of Black Americans. We’ll tell the Kwanzaa story of gratitude for the harvest, hope 
for the future, and pride in culture. We will reflect on how the seven principles of 
Kwanzaa can nurture and connect all people and communities, no matter one’s color, 

ethnicity, or nationality.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

Sunday 10:00 a.m.Sunday 10:00 a.m.
City Council RoomCity Council Room

25 Crescent Rd25 Crescent Rd

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!
OR - Join us on ZOOM!

For ZOOM link:
CCG1985+owner@groups.io

cathcomgreenbelt.org

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate hope with us.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors
Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn RomeroSt. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

                                                 MCFcc.org

In Memoriam
I just learned about the death 

of Betty Edwards, and would like 
to pass on condolences to the 
Edwards family as they adjust to 
the loss of Betty: beloved wife, 
mother, grandmother and hard-
working front-end employee at 
the Co-op Supermarket. I knew 
Betty as a neighbor and a worker 
at the Co-op. She was always 
helpful and friendly despite being 
busy. The Co-op is not the same 
without her.

- Kathryn Beard

Our condolences to the family 
and friends of Betty Edwards. 
She was a friendly and famil-
iar presence to shoppers at the 
Greenbelt Co-op, where Betty 
worked for many years.

Condolences also to the fami-
ly, friends and fellow parishioners 
of Belinda Birdsong, a gifted mu-
sician and teacher and a relatively 
recent resident of Greenbelt who 
moved to be near her children.

Sylvia Lewis celebrated her 
90th birthday with a weekend-
long family gathering, enjoy-
ing children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Together 
they walked Old Greenbelt and 
watched the popular movie, It 
Happened One Night, from 1934, 
the year of her birth.

On December  17,  Molly  
Rubinstein of Green Ridge House 
became a first-time great-grand-
mother when Elena Reign Gibbs 
was born.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church
4512 College Avenue, College Park, MD 20740

www.saeccp.org 

First Sunday after Christmas,  
December 29th

8 a.m. service: Eucharist (Communion) 
10:30 a.m. service: Christmas Lessons and Carols

The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.

- John 1:5 -
All are welcome!

Obituaries
Belinda Birdsong

Belinda Kaye Birdsong, 71, of 
Greenbelt, died peacefully with 
her children at her bedside on 
December 16, 2024, after living 
with Alzheimer’s disease for sev-
eral years. She was a member of 
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in 
College Park.

Born on November 23, 1953, 
in Walnut Ridge, Ark., to Ermald 
and Ella (Hancock) Bell, Be-
linda spent her early years on a 
farm in northeast Arkansas before 
moving to Heber Springs at the 
age of 8. A 1971 graduate of 
Heber Springs High School, she 
went on to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree in early childhood education 
from Ouachita Baptist University 
in 1975. She played clarinet in 
concert and marching bands in 
both high school and college.

Belinda dedicated her life to 
nurturing young minds as an 
Arkansas educator. She taught 
in Sheridan and later at a pri-
vate preschool in Conway. After 
taking time off when her chil-
dren were young, she resumed 
teaching, first directing a pre-
school program, then teaching 
third grade for 12 years before 
See OBITUARIES, page  11

Belinda Birdsong
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Local Lottery Win 
A scratch-off 20X the 

Cash lottery ticket sold at 
Beltway Plaza won $50,000. 
The prize was claimed dur-
ing the week of December 
16 to 22, according to Mary-
land Lottery and Gaming.

http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.saeccp.org
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Week Location Holiday
December 30 - 
January 3

Lakewood 
Greensprings I & II

New Years Day 
January 1

LEAF COLLECTION SCHEDULE 
Fall 2024-2025 

MEETINGS FOR DECEMBER 30 - JANUARY 3

NO MEETINGS ALL WEEK - HOLIDAYS.

ALL CITY OFFICES CLOSED WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 
email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 
confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

City Offices will be closed on Wednesday, December 25 and January 1,  
in observance of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays 

THE GREENBELT CONNECTION WILL NOT BE OPERATING.

REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE 
Week of December 23 and December 30 

Monday Route – Regular Schedule 
Tuesday Route – Regular Schedule 

Wednesday Route – Collected Thursday 
Thursday Route – Collected Friday

There will be no appliance, odd metals, hard plastics, or yard waste 
collections on Friday, December 27 and Friday, January 3.

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR
Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an 
excellent opportunity to engage 
with your community and make a 
difference. Choose from a number 
of committees & boards such as 
the Advisory Committee on 
Trees, Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee, the Youth Advisory 
Committee, or the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Arts 
Advisory Board, Board of Elections, 
Community Relations Advisory 
Board, Employee Relations 
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory 
Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability, or the Park and 
Recreation Advisory Board and 
make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the first step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 
these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

AGING SOLO
The Greenbelt Assistance in Living Program Presents Aging Solo Working Group. 
The Aging Solo Working Group is a 6-week program that will have speakers and 
group discussions. Participants must be willing to make progress in their aging solo 
journey to participate in this working group. Must have taken the Aging Solo class 
prior to joining the group. 

To register, (240) 424-0302.

GREENBELT NURSERY PROJECT
This FREE program will start in January. To be eligible you must: Live within City 
limits, have children ages newborn to 3 years old, children who wear diapers or 
pull-ups. Program Features: Up to 10 bi-weekly home visits from student nurses. 
Services include: Diapers, formula, wipes and so much more! 

Questions? Need help registering? 

Please contact Brendy Maddox at (240) 424-0302 or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY VISIT 
Monday, February 10, 11 am - 4 pm

Join Greenbelt Recreation and Senior Globetrotting as we visit The National 
Museum of African American History and Culture. It is the only national museum 
devoted exclusively to the documentation of African American life, history, and 
culture. Enjoy lunch on your own at the museum or at a local restaurant. 

You may register online or in person at Greenbelt Community Center.  
Activity #178202-1. Resident: $5, Non-Resident: $7 

Events and programs are 60+ (Open to All Ages). Contact Priya Gardner Lemieux, 
(240)- 542- 2056, pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov.

COME SIGN WITH US 
Monday, February 10, 11 am - 4 pm

Join Greenbelt Recreation and instructor, Bobbi Kayer, as we learn to communicate 
in sign language! This class is for those with minimal or no experience. 

The class will focus on American Sign Language (ASL) signs and structure, with 
time for instruction as well as practice. 

You can register online or in person at the Greenbelt Community Center.  
Activity #157202-1. Tuesdays, 1/14-3/11, 3- 5 pm at the Greenbelt Community 
Center, Room 202. Resident: $55, Non-Resident: $63 Ages 14+ 

Contact Priya Gardner Lemieux at pgardner@greenbeltmd.gov, (240) 542-2056 for 
more information.

PUBLIC STATEMENT 
REGARDING PRINCE 
GEORGE’S COUNTY 
FIRE/EMS SUMMER 
STAFFING PLAN FOR 
GREENBELT VOLUNTEER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Greenbelt, MD -  The City of 
Greenbelt is disappointed in the 
County’s decision to reassign 24 
career personnel from Greenbelt 
Station 835 on July 1, resulting 
in the removal of all career 
personnel from our Station. 
County Fire Chief Tiffany Green 
and County leadership ordered 
the redeployment of 55 career 
firefighters from Berwyn Heights, 
Greenbelt, Bunker Hill, and Bowie 
Station. We are gravely concerned 
with the impact in response times 
of emergencies in Greenbelt and 
our surrounding areas.

Greenbelt will continue to work 
in tandem with College Park and 
Berwyn Heights alongside County 
leadership in addressing our 
concerns and fighting for the City 
of Greenbelt.

WHO CAN I CONTACT?

Office of the County Executive 
countyexecutive@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 952-4131

Office of the County Fire Chief 
tdgreen@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 883-5200

At-Large County Council 
Member Hawkins 
At-LargeMemberHawkins@co.pg.
md.us 
(301) 952-2195

County Council Member  
District 4 
councildistrict4@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 952-3094

Letters of Support to keep/return 
career staffing to Greenbelt Station 
835 can be sent to:

City of Greenbelt, 25 Crescent 
Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 or 
council@greenbeltmd.gov.

PUBLIC ART PROJECT 
For Braden Athletic Complex
Public Art for the Braden Athletic 
Complex Community members who 
use the Braden courts, fields and 
pedestrian/bike path. 
Participate in an Active Stakeholder 
Survey to help guide a new public art 
project! https://bit.ly/3OglTcQ.
Read more about the project: https://
bit.ly/3UTjrgj.

PROPOSED COUNCIL VACANCY PROCESS

The proposed Council Vacancy Process legislation will be introduced for a first 
reading on December 9.  A public hearing on the proposed Council Vacancy 
Process will be held on January 13, 2025.

The Greenbelt Board of Elections has proposed two options for the Council 
to consider in the event of a vacancy on City Council. If “Option 1” is chosen, 
legislation will need to be drafted to amend the Election Code. Alternatively, if 
“Option 2” is selected, legislation will need to be drafted to amend the City Charter. 
Both options will follow the proposed timeline for filling the vacancy as follows:

1. VACANCY OCCURS (REASON: DEATH, RESIGNATION, INCAPACITY, OR 
FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE):

• Determine the timing of the vacancy in relation to the next election

2. MORE THAN 180 DAYS BEFORE NEXT ELECTION:

Special Mail-in Election:

• Candidates must file nomination papers.

• Ballots are mailed to voters.

• Voters have 30 days to respond.

3. BETWEEN 60 AND 180 DAYS BEFORE NEXT ELECTION:

Council Majority Vote:

• Seat filled by majority vote after a public hearing.

4. Within 60 Days of Next Election:

Council Discretion:

• The seat may remain vacant or may be filled at the Council’s discretion.

5. SIMULTANEOUS VACANCIES:

• If three or more vacancies occur simultaneously, a special election is 
required.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/elections

OR scan the QR code below

Two (2) Year City Election 
Cycle Clock

APPLICANTS WANTED FOR CHARTER REVIEW TASKFORCE
The City of Greenbelt is seeking applicants to join the Charter Review Task 
Force. This is a great opportunity to contribute to the future of our community.

For more information or to apply, please contact City Clerk at  
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov or (301) 474-3870.

CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO ONE OF THE  
CITY’S CHARITABLE FUNDS 

Agency Funds are managed but not financed by the City. All donations to the funds are 
used for the listed charitable purposes. The City of Greenbelt receives no portion of these 
funds nor does it charge an administrative fee for processing the donations 

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND: This fund provides financial assistance to 
Greenbelt residents facing food insecurity and financial difficulty in paying 
for utilities (Electric, Phone, Internet, Water and Gas). This program receives 
funding from generous individuals, as well as Greenbelt faith communities 
and other civic associations. During the Coronavirus Pandemic, the Good 
Samaritan Fund is collecting monies to support the St. Hugh’s Food Pantry 
and residents struggling to pay their utility bills. 

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND: Established to accept and disburse 
donations received to assist Greenbelt residents to pay rent to avoid possible 
eviction. Approximately a dozen individuals receive assistance from these 
funds each fiscal year. 

GREENBELT RECREATION: Greenbelt Recreation receives contributions 
from various sources. The monetary donations are used to support camp 
scholarships, special events and other designated programs as specified by 
the donor. Monies are transferred to the General Fund to offset the program as 
appropriate. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION: Contributions are made to the 
Advisory Committee on Education (ACE). These monies fund ACE initiatives 
such as its scholarship fund. 

NOW YOU MAY DONATE ONLINE AT  
WWW.GREENBELTMD.GOV/DONATIONS 

You can also mail a money order or check to: City of Greenbelt, 25 Crescent Road, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770. Please notate which fund in the notes section of the check. You 

may also use the drop box on the flag side of the building. Receipts will be provided and 
mailed out to you.

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION! 
Your discarded Christmas tree can be recycled. 
Public Works will pickup trees at locations listed 
below or online. Please insure all ornaments 
and lights are removed. Drop off your trees for 
recycling at specified areas up until  
February 7, 2025.

GHI 
· Ridge Road, 73 Court (opposite playground) 
· Plateau Place and Ridge Road (corner on 
playground side) 
· Research Road and Hillside Road (corner) 
· Ridge Road, 44 Court (Area near playground) 
· Eastway & Crescent Road (corner) 
· Ridge Road, 21 Court  
(across from Green Ridge House) 
· Crescent Road and Ridge Road  
(playground at junction) 
· Parkway (corner across from 58 Court Crescent 
Road) 
· Parkway (corner across from Community 
Church) 
· Southway, 7 Court (playground at Little  
League field) 
· Ridge Road, 11 Court and 13 Court (area 
between courts)

BOXWOOD 
· Ivy Lane and Lastner Lane (playground)

Lakewood 
· Greenhill Road & Crescent Road  
(by Baptist Church)

CHARLESTOWNE VILLAGE AND 
CHARLESTOWNE NORTH 
· Property adjacent to Attic Park

UNIVERSITY SQUARE 
· In front of swimming pool

LAKESIDE NORTH 
· Near Swimming pool

SPRINGHILL LAKE 
· Field past 9294 Edmonston

GREENBRIAR 
· Between buildings 7708 & 7710 
· Between buildings 7728 & 7730 
· Between buildings 7826 & 7828 
· Between buildings 8003 & 8009

GLEN OAKS 
· Between buildings 7903 & 7905 
· Between buildings 7509 & 7511

HUNTING RIDGE 
· Between buildings 6936 & 6978

WINDSOR GREEN 
· At court entrances, picked up by Windsor Green 
staff

GREENBROOK VILLAGE AND ESTATES 
· Southeast corner of Ora Glen Dr & Matthew Dr 
· Southeast corner of Hanover Parkway and 
Greenbrook Drive 
· In front of barricade - Mandan Road & Matthew St

GREENWOOD VILLAGE 
· Opposite 8175 Mandan 
· Opposite 7646 Mandan 
· Opposite 7648 Mandan

GREENSPRING AND GREENSPRING II 
· Southwest corner of Megan Lane & Craddock Rd  
· Park area between 7926 & 8006 Greenbury Dr  
· Corner of Spring Manor Drive & Springshire Way 
· Open area between 6519 & 6515 Springcrest Dr 

BELLE POINT 
· Corner of Vanity Fair Dr. & Prince James Way 
· Open area between 7800 & 7801 Vanity Fair Dr. 
· Open area beside 7962 Vanity Fair Drive

GREENBELT VILLAGE 
· Open area between 6729 & 6715 Village Park Dr 
· Open area across from 6632  Lake Park Drive 
· Open area across from 6510 & 6512 Lake Park Dr 

GREENBELT STATION 
· Central Park field along Stream Bank Lane
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the city, providing a baseline of 
community perspectives. A wide 
variety of topics were covered, 
including: ci ty governance, 
recreation, voting in the last 
election and public safety, among 
many others.

Strengths, Weaknesses
The audit laid out both the 

city’s strengths and challenges 
as perceived by the persons who 
participated. The strengths were: 
small-town feel, parks and trails, 
services for seniors, community 
policing, accessible events and 
JEDI focus groups. The audit 
presented other opportunities to 
build on further, including trans-
portation, youth and family en-
gagement and police-community 
relations.

Insufficient communication 
between the city’s neighborhoods, 
a lack of inclusivity and a sense 
of stigma within the city stood 
out as the biggest negative per-
ceptions. There was a sense that 
historic Greenbelt receives the 

most attention and consideration, 
to the detriment of the rest of 
the city. Recreation disparities, 
housing affordability and safety 
at night also ranked high among 
the challenges.

Suggested Solutions
Some suggested solutions to 

the communication problem were 
online messaging (favored by 
younger residents) or newsletters 
(favored by older residents), yet 
Watts expressed that simply going 
out into the neighborhoods them-
selves would be the most effec-
tive. Mayor Emmett Jordan and 
Weaver said that this had been 
done in the past, but Weaver said 
that more could still be done.

Smith said that the city will 
continue to work with Tribesy 
on a next phase audit, expecting 
“an exciting road ahead of us.” 
The focus on this phase will be 
community healing, both as a 
process and an outcome, accord-
ing to Watts.

COUNCIL continued from page 1

The City of Greenbelt invites residents’ feedback on the draft 
JEDI vision statement and definitions:

The City of Greenbelt JEDI Vision and Definitions (Draft)
Recognizing the importance of creating accountability for 

using a Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (JEDI) lens 
within the City of Greenbelt, the City pledges to be proactive 
and lead in nurturing a community and work environment 
that appreciates the acknowledgment and rectification of past 
and current injustices. We will develop a structure and brave 
spaces that break free from cultural conditioning and strive 
towards eliminating harmful patterns while fostering trust. 
With an unwavering dedication to enrichment, assessment, and 
transparency, we aspire to create a future where individuals 
that reside, visit, or work in the City are valued, honored, and 
empowered.

Justice
In the City of Greenbelt, Justice means recognizing and recti-

fying systemic inequalities with marginalized groups to cultivate 
a safe and inclusive community for all. The City is committed to 
nurturing an environment where every individual is continuously 
esteemed with dignity, respect and empathy. In addition, the City 
will actively seek trust and develop systems that prevent future 
harm for those who are most vulnerable and marginalized as a 
top priority.

Equity
The City of Greenbelt acknowledges current and historical bar-

riers and biases. Therefore, Equity means removing those barriers 
and biases, and centering the lived experiences of marginalized 
and vulnerable groups to achieve their full potential.   The City 
is committed to establishing structural and cultural systems that 
actively value, engage with and respond to the community to 
eliminate these barriers.   Additionally, the City is dedicated to 
proactively understanding and addressing the needs of the entire 
community when delivering services. 

Diversity
In the City of Greenbelt, Diversity means valuing differences 

and unique qualities, fostering appreciation, and openness among 
individuals with different identities, backgrounds, perspectives, 
and experiences. The City is committed to engaging the various 
perspectives within the community, ultimately promoting under-
standing and collaboration.

Inclusion
The City of Greenbelt acknowledges its exclusionary past. 

Therefore, Inclusion means creating spaces for groups to share 
their own narratives and ensuring that these stories are valued.  
The City is committed to providing an avenue for the community 
to be a part of the decisions that affect them and maintaining an 
open-minded approach.   Additionally, the City is dedicated to em-
bracing many voices and perspectives to foster a sense of belong-
ing and empowerment for all visitors and community members.

Scan this QR code with 
your phone to submit 
feedback. 

Over the weekend of December 
14, Greenbelt Recreation’s Dance 
Performance Club presented an 
imaginative telling of the classic 
Hans Christian Andersen tale, 
The Snow Queen. The perfor-
mances incorporated ballet, jazz, 
contemporary, ballroom and tap 
routines by dancers aged 6 to 
adult and was directed by Angella 
Foster.

Eleanor Colarco, left, as the Fall Fairy, is attended by her leaves. 

From left, Henry Turner, Missy McBride and 
Olivia Nickel

Magical flowers, from left, Cameron 
O’Roark, Tabitha Melin and Lana  
Shapiro

- Photos by Anna Bedford-Dillow

The Snow Queen Delights All 

Skylar Leisnham (in blue) performs the role of Gerda.
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The road to 
heaven is 

paved with good 
advertising.

Nonprofits $11.55
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800  

Ask About Our Convenient 
Same Day Crowns

featuring high-tech digital impressions 
comfortable, fast and accurate

Over 700 5-star reviews!
Infection Control Certified

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is 
compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not guaran-
teed. All measurements and square footages are approxi-
mate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. 
Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as 
Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue 
SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900
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To those interest-
ed in planned com-
munities, the names 
o f  p l anne r s  C l a r-
ence Stein and Hen-
ry Wright are well-
known. Their advo-
cacy of building new 
towns employing the 
planning concepts for 
English garden cit-
ies as advocated by 
E b e n e z e r  H o w a r d 
grea t ly  inf luenced 
the decision of the 
Roosevelt administra-
tion to build the three 
model planned com-
munities of Greenbelt, 
Green Hills,  Ohio, 
and Greendale, Wisc.  
Before that, Wright 
and Stein had become 
known for their in-
volvement in the building of 
Radburn, N.J., noted for its park-
like interior block spaces and 
walkways that crossed under 
streets instead of at street level. 
Unfortunately, the advent of the 
great depression of the 1930s 
cut short the completion of that 
model community.

As Greenbelt city manager, I 
gained considerable knowledge of 
the three government-built green 
towns and Radburn and visited 
them all. But I failed to learn 
about Sunnyside Gardens in New 
York City, Stein and Wright’s 
first effort in building a model 
planned community. That is, until 
I met Dorothy and Bob Pam, 
new residents of the retirement 
community in which I now 
reside. The Pams once resided 
in Sunnyside Gardens,  and 
were very active in community 
organizations. 

Sunnyside Gardens was built 
on a 77-acre tract of land ac-
quired from the Pennsylvania 
Railroad by developer and finan-
cier Alexander Bing, who joined 
with Stein and Wright’s City 
Housing Corporation to develop 
the property. Other corporate 
directors included the noted city 
planning advocate and historian 
Lewis Mumford, who became a 
resident for nine years, and Elea-
nor Roosevelt.  

The property is located within 
the unincorporated community 
of Sunnyside in the Borough of 
Queens, a 20-minute commute by 
subway to Grand Central Termi-
nal in Manhattan. Built between 
1924 and 1928, planning was 
constrained by the need to follow 
the established street grid system 
for New York City that set the 
size of city blocks (the develop-
ment takes up 16 city blocks) and 
prevented the designers from em-
ploying super-blocks and streets 
that follow the natural topography 
as was done in Greenbelt.    

There are more than 600 two-
story row houses, nine apartment 
buildings, commercial spaces, day 
care facilities and central parking 
located on the 16 city blocks. In 
addition to the apartment building 
complexes, some of the rowhouse 
homes have rental apartment units 
as well. The owner of a rowhome 
could have one or two rental 
units attached to it that would be 
a part of the property.

 Many of these building units 
were sited close to the street with 
space allowed for small street-
side gardens. On the interior side 

An Early Planned Community,
Sunnyside Has 600 Rowhouses

by James Giese

of the building rows, additional 
space was provided for individual 
unit gardens. A common interior 
block walkway with street-side 
connections to the walkways in 
other blocks ran adjacent to the 
interior gardens. The remaining 
space in the center of the block, 
called a courtyard, was under the 
shared ownership of the property 
owners of that block under a 40-
year easement agreement, coop-
erative ownership deemed to be 
legally unfeasible.  

While the courtyards were 
originally planned as play space 
for children, resident objections 
to the noise that would be cre-
ated resulted in children having 
to play in the community-owned 
park.  

Much of the parking was to be 
in off-street community facilities, 
but the main parking structure 
is now a factory.  As with the 
Green Towns, the planners failed 
to conceive of the number of 
vehicles residents would come to 
own, so the streets at Sunnyside 
Gardens are lined with parked 
cars.

During the Depression of the 
1930s, 40 percent of the residents 
faced unemployment and over 
half lost their homes. Faced with 
evictions, residents organized rent 

strikes and Eleanor Roosevelt led 
a protest march. But the com-
munity eventually recovered and 
prospered once more.

During the 1960s, the ease-
ments for the common areas 
expired and a portion became the 
property of each unit owner. This 
led to some residents claiming 
their parcels and incorporating 
them into their yards, blocking 
the courtyard sidewalks. Oth-
ers left their courtyard parcels 
unmaintained. On the streetside, 
a few owners paved over their 
garden areas to provide private 
parking spaces.  

As a member of the West 
Queens Independent Club, Doro-
thy and others worked with the 
New York Planning Commission 
to prevent property owners from 
making curb cuts and changing 
interior common spaces. In 1974, 
the New York City Department of 
Planning gave Sunnyside Gardens 
the new designation of Planned 
Community Preservation District 
and imposed rules to protect the 
courtyards and landscaping and 
prohibited driveways and curb 
cuts, rear sheds and additions.  

Then, following a contentious 
g r a s s r o o t s  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e 
See SUNNYSIDE, page  12

saying that many courts do not 
have sufficient spaces and rely on 
street parking.  

Board Vice President Debbie 
McKinley felt strongly that the 
details provided in the report do 
not seem to be backed up with 
data.  She mentioned that the 
University of Maryland buses, 
for example, were not included in 
some counts of vehicles.  Moving 
some bus stops and spaces might 
require changes to storm drains 
and catch basins which might 
not be accounted for in financial 
estimates. Also, the study was 
conducted over only a three-day 
period which might not be rep-
resentative.  

Board Member Ed James com-
mented that the original issue 
for the study was to slow down 
vehicles.  Then the city seemed 
to add on other topics.  GHI 
member Paul Kapfer stated that 
the study seemed like a proj-
ect looking for a problem. GHI 
member Phil Larkin disagreed 
about the need for additional 
parking spaces.  He thinks that 
30 percent of garages that are 
slated for “car housing only” are 
really being used for storage.  He 
would like to see management 
check on garage usage.  

GHI Audit Committee Member 
Stephen Holland indicated that 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (WMATA) bus 
changes are going into effect 
in the new year and will affect 
the city. One issue in the plan 
discusses moving bus stops and 
he felt that the proposed moves 
might not take into account the 
WMATA changes. He wants to 
ensure that the city takes into ac-

TRAFFIC continued from page 1

count both the calming study and 
the WMATA changes.  

There were a number of com-
ments on the area of Ridge Road 
between GHI offices and Green-
belt Elementary. It was stated 
that some neighbors refer to the 
street as Ridge Road Raceway.  
There was a comment about 
vehicles going fast coming up 
to the school. Another thought 
was that the speed limit might be 
decreased near the intersection of 
Ridge Road and Hamilton Place.  
Also mentioned was the number 
of GHI work and other vehicles 
that use the intersection, as well 
as curves in the road near there.

The entire draft Traffic Calm-
ing Report can be found at 
greenbeltmd.gov/government/
planning-community-development/
publications/traffic-calming-study.  
Members are encouraged to read 
the study and drive the locations.  
GHI will be sending a letter from 
the board, but individual mem-
bers are encouraged to submit 
comments to GHI and/or the city 
by early January.   

Front doors open to a shared garden of Madison Court North in New York City.
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Members of the Greenbelt Concert Band celebrate together before 
breaking for the winter holiday. The band resumes rehearsals in 
January. Interested musicians are invited to join. For more infor-
mation, visit greenbeltconcertband.org.
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Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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ARE AT CO-OP
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City Notes
Community Safety coordinated 

Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) installations at the Green-
belt Cinema, New Deal Café and 
Greenbelt Arts Center. Informa-
tion Technology installed Armory 
security cameras and the Animal 
Shelter is vacated for cleaning 
and repairs. 

Economic Development at-
tended holiday networking events, 
helped several businesses with 
relocations and/or county permit-
ting and received grant approval 
for 12 healthcare firms.

Human Resources interviewed 
therapeutic recreation and con-
stituent services candidates. Fi-
nance cooperated with an audit of 
federal funds received by the city. 
Both attended Police collective 
bargaining negotiations. 

Recreation renewed the county 
food service permit for Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center’s after-
school program. 

ARTS, Dance and Park Rang-
ers presented three performances 
of The Snow Queen. 

Therapeutic Recreation sup-
ported Parents Night Out and 
CARES produce distribution. 

Park Rangers supported Ani-
mal Control’s holiday event at 
Schrom Hills, and the Museum 
facilitated a Reparations Commis-
sion meeting.

During November, CARES 
counseled 149 people and tutored 
41 students, GED aspirants and 
workforce development candi-
dates. Sixteen learners, including 
city workers, attended English 
classes.

issues for September 14, 2023, 
January 11, 2024 and January 18, 
2024.) There is no indication that 
CNHC was pursued for fraud.

Regulatory Action
The city entered the fray in 

late 2023 via its inspection pro-
gram, which requires that land-
lords retain appropriate certifica-
tions and maintain their apart-
ments. With the elevator uncerti-
fied, the city withdrew its rental 
license and the State of Maryland 
also became involved. Rent could 
not be collected and bankruptcy 
proceedings began, culminating in 
the appointment of the receiver. 
Residents expressed relief that the 
apartment building could begin to 
turn itself around. (See the News 
Review’s article of March 6, 
2024). Though not everything is 
back to normal, there is progress 
in the building’s condition.

Receiver/Management 
Company

Charlestowne North is now 
managed by Tarantino Proper-
ties, appointed as receiver (an 
apparently flourishing aspect of 
its business). It has been work-
ing to improve the building’s 
condition, although the elevator 
is still not certified. Reached for 
comment, the city’s Director of 
Planning and Development Terri 
Hruby confirmed the valid rental 
license. She said, “There is still 
an outstanding issue with the cer-
tification of the elevators due to a 
supply issue with parts, but they 
are on order and Code Enforce-
ment is monitoring the issue.” 
Unlike its predecessor, Tarantino 
is keeping up with its obligations, 
having already paid the 2024 to 
2025 real estate tax bill (though 
2023 to 2024 remains listed as 
unpaid).

Occupancy Rising
Current occupancy is approxi-

mately 80 percent, with 33 of 
178 apartments available (as of 
early December), according to 
the list of available rentals on its 
website. Rental complexes shoot 
for 90 percent plus occupancy, 
with apartments vacant only brief-
ly during turnovers. Many resi-
dents moved out as the building 
went downhill, resulting in a low 
point of approximately 60 percent 
of apartments occupied in early 
2024, but the occupancy number 
has been slowly increasing since.

Problems Remain
Fast forward to today. The 

uncertified elevator’s operation 
is unreliable, leaving mobility-
challenged residents inconve-
nienced or at risk of being stuck 
– they are careful to take their 
cellphones on the elevator. A 
call to the apartment’s assistant 
property manager revealed that 
two completely new elevator cars 
are currently being built by TKE 
Elevators to replace two 55-year-
old cars. Delivery is expected 
about February.

Utilities
The News Review was told 

that Tarantino is attempting to 
charge for utilities separately 
and in addition to the current 

rent. Information received from 
a renter indicates that Tarantino 
divides utility costs among ten-
ants, despite their having been 
originally included in existing 
renters’ leases. Utilities are not 
individually metered.

Lack of Information
The News Review attempted 

to verify the resident’s statement. 
Two calls leaving phone messag-
es and two online inquiry forms 
to the local office have gone 
unanswered and a similar set of 
inquiries to Tarantino’s corporate 
offices have also been ignored. 
In all cases, the requester’s af-
filiation with this newspaper was 
clearly noted.

The elevator information was 
obtained from an initial call to 
the rental office that was an-
swered, although questions on 
utilities were deflected.

Great Place to Live?
One resident noted that she re-

ally hoped all would be resolved 
because it was a “such a great 
place to live.” Despite the stress, 
she said she would see the situ-
ation through because she likes 
the location and because it was 
relatively affordable, which she 
saw as a key concern for her fel-
low residents also living on fixed 
incomes.

If You Lived Here
Meanwhile, online corporate 

advertising offers apartments 
for rent from $1,525 for a stu-
dio to $2,250 for “a large two-
bedroom.” It makes no mention 
of utilities. The ad offers two 
months free rent as an incen-
tive and the advertising states, 
“Welcome to Charlestowne North 
Apartments, a classic high-rise 
community with amenities galor 
[sic].” There is no mention of 
ongoing concerns.

(The name of the resident was 
withheld on request. Thanks to 
Carlton Green, Esq., and Stacey 
Crabtree for assistance research-
ing the court cases.)

TENANTS continued from page 1

It was close to 
lunchtime when I 
received an email 
from the Green-
belt News Review 
asking if I’d do a 
story on the Green-
belt Co-op for their 
G r e e n b e l t  E a t s 
series, highlight-
ing restaurants in 
Greenbelt, and, let’s 
face it,  that was 
delightful timing. 
Still, I had ques-
tions. Restaurant? 
Co-op?

So. Many. Ques-
tions.

I  c a l l e d  m y 
friend Amy Han-
sen. “Hey,” I said. 
“Hungry?” Then I 
said, a bit suspi-
ciously, “Do you 
think of the Green-
belt Co-op as a res-
taurant?”

She got a little excited right 
then, telling me about the soup 
she gets, but she was not nearly 
as excited as Raymond and Sieg-
linde Peterson, who we ran into a 
few minutes later once we arrived 
at the Co-op.

“The News Review asked me 
to do a story about the dine-in 
options here,” I told them. “Did 
you know there are dine-in op-
tions?”

“Oh yeah,” said Raymond, 
smiling broadly, “we eat their 
stuff for lunch all the time!” I 
asked them their favorites. Egg 
salad sandwich for Raymond 
and curried chicken salad for 
Sieglinde.

“Hmm,” I said. I was still sus-
picious. I like my grocery stores 
to provide me groceries, which 
I then complain at length about 
having to put together to make 
something called “food.” Could 

Greenbelt Eats

Co-op Grocery Store Offers
Greenbelt a New Spot to Dine

by Kyla Hanington

the Co-op really be a new go-to 
lunch spot for me?

Amy showed me the bright 
tables and chairs that line the 
front window and talked about 
the different people she has seen 
enjoying them: a grandfather and 
grandchild; a person eating soup 
while reading a book; and her-
self, also eating soup. She took 
me to the soup bar and we each 
got ourselves a bowl (approxi-
mately $3.50 for a small contain-
er, an excellently priced lunch, as 
Amy pointed out). After we paid 
we sat at the yellow table and 
watched the world go by.

Later, Raul Baptiste gave me a 
tour of all of the Co-op’s culinary 
delights, from the new coffee bar 
that features, among other things, 
caramel lattes and peppermint 
mochas, to the hot soup bar, to 
sandwiches, to Raul’s top choice. 
“Hands down, my favorite thing 

See CO-OP, page  12

Raul Baptiste, Kyla Hanington and Ashley 
Mullane admire the baked goods in the Co-op.
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Police Blotter

 
NutritionDiabetesObesityMental Health Primary Care

WELLNESS CLINIC

(301) 263-3845 taicare.comtaicare4u

8751 Greenbelt Rd, #102 Greenbelt, MD 20770 Your Wellness = Your Wealth

 

LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 
A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 

OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 
Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 
SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 
DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

Incidents reported here occurred December 16-22, 2024. Readers are encouraged to contact the police 
if they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or 
email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

Incident Summary
Greenbelt Police reported a 

sexual assault, two mental health 
diversions, and two domestic in-
cidents, one with arrest.

Armed Person 
On December 17 at 7:40 p.m. 

near 6216 Breezewood Drive, a 
man said another man was stand-
ing at his front door with a gun 
in his pocket. Officers searched 
but did not find him. 

Cutting 
On December 22 at 3:19 a.m. 

near 6017 Springhill Drive, dur-
ing a heated argument, one per-
son cut the other in the back with 
a beer bottle. 

Disorderly
On December 16 at 3:01 a.m. 

near Greenbelt Road and Capitol 
Drive, the driver of a disabled 
vehicle became disorderly after 
being told her vehicle would be 
impounded; she was arrested and 
taken to the station.  

On December 16 at 6:29 p.m. 
near 6000 Greenbelt Road, two 
disorderly individuals at the mall 
refused to leave.  One grabbed an 
officer while being escorted away, 
and she was arrested.  

DUI Arrest
On December 16 at 7:51 p.m. 

near 8017 Mandan Road, of-
ficers responded to the scene of 
an accident. The driver showed 
multiple signs of impairment and 
was arrested for suspected DUI. 

Suspicious Person/ 
Warrant Arrest 

On December 17 at 6:52 a.m. 
near 5506 Cherrywood Lane, a 
man found sleeping in a company 
truck had two open warrants. He 
was arrested and taken to the 
Department of Corrections. 

Fraud 
On December 21 near 9004 

Breezewood Terrace, someone 
gained access to a banking ac-
count and was stealing money.

Theft 
On December 17 at 8:53 p.m. 

near 6000 Greenbelt Road, some-
one broke into a vending machine 
and stole cash and coins.

On December 22 at 9:32 a.m. 
near 7802 Hanover Parkway, an 
electric bike locked with a chain 
was stolen from the bike rack. 

Packages were stolen Decem-

ber 16 near 7700 Hanover Park-
way, and December 18 near 7515 
Mandan Road.

Shoplifting 
On December 16 at 4:12 p.m. 

near 6100 Greenbelt Road, of-
ficers captured and arrested a 
shoplifter pushing a cart of stolen 
merchandise in the parking lot.

On December 17 at 1:35 p.m. 
near 7607 Greenbelt Road, some-
one was caught after stealing 
a soda bottle; the person was 
banned.  

On December 20 at 11:45 p.m. 
near 7455 Greenbelt Road, a man 
filled a trash bag with clothing 
and other merchandise and fled 
in a car. 

On December 21 at 8:25 p.m. 
near 7455 Greenbelt Road, a thief 
stole items and was captured; at 
4:55 p.m. near 6100 Greenbelt 
Road, a man was arrested and 
taken to the Upper Marlboro De-
partment of Corrections for steal-
ing from multiple store locations.

Trespassing 
On December 16 at 9:33 a.m. 

near 7601 Hanover Parkway, a 
girl was caught trespassing in 
the high school, identified, and 
removed from school property. 

Vandalism
On December 18 at 11:39 

p.m. near 6000 Greenbelt Road, 
Beltway Plaza Security reported 
a group of juveniles spray-paint-
ing a wall. An officer stopped a 
group of juveniles who matched 
their description, and the spray 
paint was recovered. A girl was 
identified using surveillance foot-
age, arrested, taken to the station, 
and released into her mother’s 
custody.

On December 19 near 6204 
Springhill Drive, an unoccupied 
apartment’s window was broken.  

On December 21 at 9:10 p.m. 
near 6301 Golden Triangle Drive, 
a hotel guest caused a disturbance 
and, in frustration, pushed over 
a decorative ceramic pot and a 
Christmas tree before leaving the 
property. 

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

On December 16 at 7:00 p.m. 
near 6204 Springhill Drive, a 
woman heard her car alarm go 

off and saw two men drive off in 
her Acura ILX (Md. 9FB2907); 
near 6200 Springhill Drive a 
family member took a vehicle 
without permission. 

Three Hyundais were stolen: 
December 17 near 7726 Ha-
nover Parkway, a 2013 Elan-
tra (Md. 56911HT); December 
18 near 5900 Cherrywood Ter-
race, a black 2018 Sonata (Md. 
9FD6150); and December 22 near 
7262 South Ora Court, an Elantra 
(Md. 4FF1283).

Recovered Stolen Vehicle 
On December 19 near 6103 

Breezewood Court, a stolen ve-
hicle was recovered in D.C.

Attempted Theft of Vehicles
On December 17 near 9110 

Springhill Lane, a 2017 Honda 
Accord had window and ignition 
damage; at 10:52 p.m. near 5909 
Cherrywood Lane, a man left his 
car unlocked, and the steering 
column and ignition were dam-
aged upon his return. 

Theft from Auto 
On December 19 near 6460 

Capitol Drive, someone broke 
a vehicle window and stole a 
wallet.

Vandalism to Auto
Vehicle windows were broken: 

on December 16 on a Honda 
Civic near 5344 South Center 
Drive; on December 17 on a 
Dodge pickup truck near 8119 
Burkart Court and on a Hyundai 
near 6103 Breezewood Court; on 
December 18 near 9008 Breeze-
wood Terrace (a sunroof) and 
near 7811 Somerset Court; on 
December 19 near 5819 Cherry-
wood Lane; on December 20 near 
Cherrywood Lane, near Cherry-
wood Court and near 167 West-
way; and on December 22 near 
7810 Walker Drive.

On December 18 near 105 
Centerway, two front tires were 
slashed.

On December 23, Greenbelt 
Police Department announced that 
detectives have identified and ar-
rested two juvenile suspects con-
nected to a shooting that occurred 
at Beltway Plaza on November 
23. These same individuals were 
also involved in an armed rob-
bery that took place just prior to 
the shooting. The U.S. Marshals 
Fugitive Taskforce executed the 

arrest warrants in coordination 
with Greenbelt’s Criminal Inves-
tigative Unit.

The shoot ing took place 
at approximately 4 p.m. on 
November 23, in the rear parking 
lot of Beltway Plaza. The victim 
was transported to an area 
hospital. Three male suspects 
were seen fleeing on foot toward  
Berwyn Heights.

Police Arrest Two Juveniles
For Beltway Plaza Shooting

On Tuesday, December 
17 at 6:05 p.m. officers re-
sponded to 5815 Cherrywood 
Lane for an armed carjacking. 
Police reported a woman’s 
Silver Nissan Rogue was sto-
len by four females at knife 
point. The suspects appeared 
to be teenagers. Two exited 
a vehicle and approached the 
woman, armed with a pocket 
knife, to steal her car. The 
other two remained in the car 
they approached in but fol-
lowed the stolen vehicle as it 
fled the scene.

Later that evening, parking 
enforcement found the vehicle 
that had been carjacked near the 
same address on Cherrywood 
Lane. 

On December 19, Green-
belt Police Department released  

Suspects in the armed carjacking on 
December 17 
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Carjacking Suspects Sought

Letters cont'd from p.2
and atmosphere over the past 
few months. The store has lost 
its charm, long-term employees 
are not happy and are grumbling 
and drudging through the work 
day.  Employees used to be hap-
pier, chatting among themselves 
and with customers. I am not 
saying the cashiers aren’t friendly 
and respectful, just more generic 
which is not what a community 
store should be like.

While I understand the store 
is there to serve customers 
efficiently, it also serves as 
a communication hub for the 
community. As a shopper, I 
have not seen any issue with 
cashiers  yakking away and 
ignoring customers. The Co-op 

is “Greenbelt’s only community 
owned and operated Supermarket 
& Pharmacy,” according to the 
store’s website (greenbelt.coop), 
and as such, serves and works for 
the community.

I have experience as a cus-
tomer and a retail worker, and 
I have worked in management, 
so I understand the challenges 
of meeting the needs of custom-
ers, demands and deadlines of 
the store, but not at the cost of 
the people that help meet those 
challenges.  My message to the 
Co-op board, the management 
and customers, “Treat others as 
you would like to be treated,” 
unless you want to lose the sup-
port of the community and go out 
of business.

Kathryn Beard

Artist Dave Campbell and his wife joined with Mayor Emmett 
Jordan and others at the art reception at the Greenbelt Arts 
Center on December 13.
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images of the two suspects who 
approached the woman and left 
in the stolen vehicle. Anyone 
with information is asked to call 
301-474-7200.

Art Reception

http://anacostiatrails.org
mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.90/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($16.35). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

MERCHANDISE

CHRISTMAS, STAR WARS, Star 
Trek, Hess Trucks, Comics, Model 
Cars, Coins, Pedal Car, Sport Cards 
and Dinnerware. Gary: 301-809-0291.

COLLECTIBLES – Small collector 
pays cash for coins/collections. Call 
Gary, 301-809-0291. Will come to you.

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-
318-5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, 
Discover. www.Kellahermaintenance.
com.

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Documents Printing: Pickup, Dropoff, 
Training, Installing, Repairing,  
Troubleshooting. JBS, 240-601-4163.

T H E  F O R C E  F R E E  WAY 
D O G  T R A I N I N G  –  P r i v a t e 
Sessions,  Classes ,  Workshops, 
theforcefreewaydogtraining.com  
919-864-0229.

YARDWORK – rake leaves, mulching, 
weeding, trim and prune bushes. Call 
410-940-9945 and ask for John.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration.  831-247-0043 www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

LEAF COLLECTION and yard clean-
up. Power washing and handyman 
services. BEST PRICES IN TOWN 
Call Kev 443-631-2115.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all flooring products. Specializing 
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customflooringllc.net.

CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven days 
a week. By a lifetime animal lover and 
caregiver. Offered for dogs, cats, and 
other small animals. Call Kim at 301-
520-6708 for appointment or with any 
questions.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.

HOUSE CLEANING – I have Green-
belt references, a new vacuum cleaner 
and cleaning supplies; Melody Dodson, 
301-256-6937.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

ACADEMIC TUTORING – Fast, 
responsive, affordable services start-
ing $15/hour! Reduce frustration! 
Increase confidence! Satisfaction guar-
anteed! Free consultation! Text Ken  
240-484-4695.

LICENSED MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – Will do all repairs and new 
installations. 20+ years’ experience. 
Call Desmond 301-346-5335.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://theforcefreewaydogtraining.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703














    
     


    
 
   












  
 

    
    
     


  
     
    


    
    



     
   
     


     
  
      
     



   

    





 








 




 

 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Donald V. BorgwardtDonald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P.A. BB

Family 

O w n e d

Traditional		  Monuments		 Cremation
Funerals					     Service

Family owned  
and operated4400 Powder Mill Rd.

Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Obituaries, from p.4
returning to preschool education. 
She retired from teaching in 2010 
after decades of service to her 
students and their families. 

A gifted musician, Belinda 
shared her talents as a skilled 
pianist and soprano. She served 
as church pianist for several con-
gregations across Arkansas and 
most recently at First Christian 
Church of Sherwood from 2011 
to 2021. Her love for music in-
cluded singing in choirs alongside 
her husband during their years of 
ministry together. 

Belinda is survived by her 
devoted husband of 51 years, 
John Birdsong of Greenbelt; her 
children, Hillary Birdsong (Chris-
tin Beavers) of Baltimore and 
Joseph Birdsong (Justin Mc-
Adam) of Washington, D.C.; 
her mother, Ella Bell of Heber 
Springs, Ark.; and two brothers, 
Eric Bell and Anthony Bell, also 
of Heber Springs. She also leaves 
behind beloved sisters-in-law 
and brothers-in-law, nieces and 
nephews, cousins and a host of 
friends in every place she lived 
and worked.

She was preceded in death 
by her father, Ermald Bell, and 
two brothers, Edward Bell and 
Michael Bell, and by her grand-
parents whom she loved dearly.

A memorial service will be 
held on January 11, 2025, at 1:30 
p.m. at First Christian Church of 
Sherwood, Ark. Her ashes will 
be interred at Pearson Cemetery 
near her childhood home in He-
ber Springs.  

Belinda’s memory will live on 
through the lives she touched as 
a teacher and musician, and es-
pecially through the lives of her 
children, who were her pride and 
joy, whose creativity, indepen-
dence and love for life made her 
proud and happy every day. And 
through her husband John, who 
learned so much from her about 
living beautifully and joyously.

We like to say Greenbelt Cin-
ema is “where movies and com-
munity meet” and this was in 
full force at our recent screen-
ing of Elf, starring Will Farrell 
as Buddy the Elf. In what has 
become an annual tradition, the 
Greenbelt Cinema screened the 
movie as part of our Reel Magic 
of the Holidays series on Decem-
ber 14. The event is free, with a 
suggested donation of a new pair 
of socks, gloves or hat, which 
are then donated to Greenbelt 
CARES for their holiday distri-
bution to families in need. The 
socks are balled up and saved for 
the famous snowball fight scene 
with Buddy the Elf in Central 
Park. When the fight starts on 
screen, we turn on the lights and 
yell “SNOWBALL FIGHT!” and 
everyone in the crowd jumps 
up and we have our very own 
“snowball” fight, with socks fly-
ing until the scene ends and we 
all go back to watching the rest 
of the film. It’s hilarious and 
fun; the kids get a real kick out 
of getting to throw something 
indoors, and the grown-ups join 
in, too.

Elf Snowball Fight/Sock
Drive at Greenbelt Cinema

by Caitlin McGrath

This year we had an added 
bonus. Greenbelt’s Cub Scout 
Pack 202 usually holds an annual 
sock snowball fight during one 
of their regular meetings, but this 
year their usual donation group 
didn’t respond to their offer of 
the socks, hats and gloves. This 
meant the two groups were able 
to join forces. The Cinema al-
ways has a few extra pairs avail-
able for those who come empty-
handed, but this year it had bags 
and bags to distribute before the 
film started. And it was the big-
gest and best snowball fight yet. 

Even better, when everything 
was gathered up and tallied, there 
were over 450 pairs of socks, 
gloves and hats to donate to local 
families. A win-win for everyone. 
As Buddy says, “The best way to 
spread Christmas cheer is singing 
loud for all to hear.” Sometimes 
a snowball fight is almost as 
good as singing. Many thanks to 
everyone who participated, and 
we look forward to seeing all at 
the movie next year ‒ don’t for-
get your socks.

C a i t l i n  M c G r a t h  i s  t h e  
Executive Director of Greenbelt 
Cinema.

On a frigid Friday afternoon, the Ukulele Ladies warmed up the 
New Deal Café by leading a rollicking standing-room-only crowd 
in Christmas and Hanukkah songs.
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Knows Your 

Name?
Yet! 

$16.35 puts it here.
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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SUNNYSIDE continued from page 7

development was listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places in 1984 and a ci ty 
historic district in 2007.

The Pams moved to Sun-
nyside Gardens in 1970 to a 
ground floor rental unit on 14th 
(Locust) Street with the landlord 
living upstairs. The back side of 
this unit faced a common inte-
rior space.

After a couple of years, the 
Pams bought a two-story town-
home on the other side of Lo-
cust Street, one of the so-called 
mews homes. As such, it was in 
one of 10 rows of houses that 
run across the width of the long 
block. Each row has a garden 
side and a service side. On the 
garden side, each unit has a small 
private garden and faces another 
row of homes, each one having 
a similar garden area. The two 
rows of gardens are separated 
by a common central sidewalk 
providing pedestrian access to 
each unit from the street. On the 
service side, a common driveway 
runs between the row of houses 
on either side and each unit has 
space for parking a car.  

The Pams’ unit was two sto-
ries with a living room and kitch-
en/dining on the first floor and 
two bedrooms and a bathroom 
upstairs, plus a small room which 
they also used as a bedroom.

T h e  P a m s  h a d  a  t h r e e -
block walk to the Bliss Street 
station for the #7 subway and 

a 15-minute ride to Broadway 
with additional access to other 
subways and the Long Island 
Railroad. For 12 of the 16 years 
they lived at Sunnyside Gardens, 
they did not own an automobile. 

The Pams became active in 
community organizations with 
Bob serving for a time as presi-
dent of the Sunnyside Gardens 
Community Association. It owns 
and operates Sunnyside Park 
for which membership fees are 
required of residents to use its fa-
cilities. The association was also 
involved in many other communi-
ty activities and became a pioneer 
in sponsoring street fairs such as 
art fairs and a major health fair. 
Dorothy participated in a food 
buying co-op which would make 

i s  t o  g e t  a 
chicken breast. 
I love the sea-
son ing ;  i t ’s 
pure protein; 
i t  he lps  me 
not eat carbs; 
and it’s a steal 
at $3.99. I’d 
pay $10 for 
that thing!”

B a p t i s t e 
had more to 
s a y  a b o u t 
the seasoned 
chicken. It is 
used in some 
of the “amaz-
ing sandwich-
es that are made in-house.” These 
sandwiches include chicken pesto, 
Asian BBQ banh mi, curried 
chicken wrap and turkey and 
brie. Likewise, all chicken sal-
ads, egg salad, spinach dip and 
tuna salad are made in-house. He 
introduced me to deli manager 
Ashley Mullane, who showed me 
the variety of baked goods that 
are proofed, filled, baked and 
iced fresh at the Co-op. “I am in 
here all the time,” Baptiste told 
me, “and even I didn’t realize 
how much of (the food) is made 
in-house.”

“I like to bring my daughter,” 
John Appiah-Duffell said. “We 
will get two hot chocolates and 
sit here (at the front tables) and 
both read until she is done.” 
They can be there for some time 
as she “likes to savor her hot 
chocolate.” He also gets smooth-
ies from the smoothie bar, and 
like many others that I spoke to, 
loves the curried chicken salad.

The tables were placed at the 
beginning of November, and if 
the area continues to get use, 
Co-op Manager Dan Gillotte said, 
they will likely look at adding 
more tables to the front. There 
are other areas that could poten-
tially be used for tables should 
the interest be there, and they 
hope to add some outdoor seating 
in the spring. “We love offering 
simple but pleasant spots for 
(people) to enjoy our offerings 
and community at the Co-op!” 
Gillotte said.

When my daughter found 

out I was writing this story, she 
asked me if I had gotten a job 
from Gillotte for a single day. 
Like a job. For a day. “Like 
one of those really bad docu-
mentaries on the Science Chan-
nel,” she offered. Unfortunately, 
I didn’t think of that, and so 
instead made multiple trips to 
try multiple things. One time, 
Hansen encouraged me to try 
the pecan chicken salad, which I 
eyed warily. “Are those grapes?” 
I said, a little aghast.

“Yes!” she answered, like 
grapes in chicken salad are a 
selling feature, and I guess they 
are because I bought a small 
container. “I am going to try this 
like the big brave girl that I am,” 
I told her, once I finished my 
soup (loaded potato, very good). 
I am not going to lie, I did feel 
like quite the brave little soldier 
as I forked out some chicken 
salad – avec grape – and tried it, 
highly concerned about all those 
mixed textures. And, my review? 
It was quite good! It tasted like 
being in my grandmother’s house 
in Victoria, British Columbia, in 
1982, and that was a lovely, lov-
ing place to be. If having a grape 
in chicken salad can bring you 
back to your grandmother’s house 
40 years previously, may we all 
be so lucky to have some chicken 
salad over lunch with a friend at 
a bright yellow table.

“I find it cheerful right here,” 
Hansen said.

And it is.

CO-OP continued from page 8

weekly group purchases of food, 
obtaining wholesale prices.  

Noting that almost all res-
idents there were Democrats, 
Dorothy also was active in an 
anti-war Democratic organization 
that also supported the proposed 
women’s equal rights amendment 
which many women opposed 
at the time. She was elected 
six times as Democratic District 
Leader and State Committee-
woman and as a delegate to the 
Democratic Convention in 1984.

Today, the Pams are in awe 
that some of the original homes 
at Sunnyside Gardens are selling 
for over a million dollars ‒ the 
close proximity to Manhattan 
and uniqueness of housing have 
driven up the home values.

Shared gardens of Jefferson Court have street side and garden side entrances.
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Sunnyside Gardens houses with original features
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Soup is very exciting!
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On December 22 a group of Greenbelt runners took a festive 
five-mile route around the city, adorned with lights, jingling 
bells and singing carols as best their breathing and knowledge 
of lyrics allowed. Pictured from left: front row, Ellen Bastio, 
Aaliyah El-Amin, Margie Kuhn, Amber Hennessy; back row, 
Mary Wade (partially obscured by antlers), Anna Bedford-
Dillow, Lloyd Rawley and Bernard Kelly.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
EL

LE
N

 B
AS

TI
O

Susan Breon, left, and Wei-der Huang perform 
a piano four-hand duet during the Greenbelt 
Community Church, United Church of Christ, 
Christmas Concert on December 15. With more 
than 70 people attending the concert and bake 
sale, the church raised close to $1,000 for the local 
food bank Help By Phone and Meals on Wheels 
of College Park. Other highlights of the evening 
included soprano Mia Yu singing Rejoice Greatly 
from Handel’s Messiah and the church’s rock 
band, the Relics, performing Run Run Rudolph.
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Celebrating the Season with Joy in Greenbelt

A crowd gathers in Roosevelt Center for  
Krampusnacht on December 14.
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http://Sunnysidegardens.us/history

