
15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770-1887VOL. 87, No. 47 OCTOBER 10, 2024

See UTOPIA, page  13

See ARMORY, page  13

G R E E N B E L T

An Independent Newspaper
eviewNews R

Inside Stories

Breast Cancer 
Rally, p.4

ERHS girls 
soccer, p.15

See PGFD, page  12

See UTAH, page  13

What Goes On
Monday, October 14 
7:30 p.m. ,  City Council 
Meeting, Municipal Building
Wednesday, October 16 
7:30 p.m., Council Work-
session: Buddy Attick Park 
Draft Master Plan, Municipal 
Building

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

On October 2, in an 
open letter to Prince 
George’s County Fire 
Depar tment  (PGFD) 
Chief Tiffany Green, 
Greenbelt City Council 
expressed their concern 
over fire department and 
EMS response times, 
prioritization and com-
munication with Prince 
George’s County Fire/
EMS Department.

Alan Doubleday at-
tended the recent town-
hall on September 12, to repre-
sent PGFD (see the September 
19 issue). However, members of 
city staff and council were disap-
pointed with the outcome of the 
meeting, stating they gained little 
insight, and the PGFD representa-
tive did not provide any of the 
commitments that were requested. 

In their October 2 letter the 
city expressed its concern over 
the fact that promised periodic 

On September 16 the deed to 
the Armory at 7100 Greenbelt 
Road, located at the corner of 
Southway and Greenbelt Road, 
was signed over to the City of 
Greenbelt. “It’s been years of 
work,” said City Manager Josué 
Salmerón. In fact, the News Re-
view reported on the planned 
acquisition this month three years 
ago (see the October 27, 2021, 
issue). The Armory was owned 
by the state in conjunction with 
the National Guard. 

The state ceased using the 
property for the National Guard 
in 2016 and the State of Mary-
land conveyed the property back 

G r e e n b e l t ’ s 
20th Utopia Film 
Festival kicks off 
Saturday, Octo-
ber 19 and runs 
through Monday, 
October 21 with 
40 independent 
films and works 
of animation. 

“Greenbelt was 
founded to im-
prove the world,” 
said Utopia com-
mit tee  member 
C h r i s  C o r s o n . 
“The films in this 
year’s Festival ‒ 
shorts, docs, ani-
mations and fea-
tures ‒ are 40 perspectives on 
the unfinished business of making 
the world a better place. Funny, 
serious, provocative and deeply 
human, they are worth seeing.”

Utopia, primarily sponsored 
by Greenbelt Access Television 
(GATe), takes its name from the 
idealistic New Deal origins of 
Greenbelt, built during the De-
pression as an experimental com-
munity aimed at social harmony. 
Works will screen at the Green-
belt Cinema, the New Deal Café 
and the Municipal Building. With 
light-hearted animations, compel-
ling dramas and hard-hitting films 
focused on environmental, politi-
cal and social justice issues, this 
year’s selections reflect the wide-
ranging world of independent 
filmmaking. A number of film-
makers will be available to meet 
audiences and answer questions.

The Greenbelt News Review 
is (perhaps) inordinately proud 
of its 54-year-old U.S. Supreme 
Court win over a local developer 
who sued the newspaper for re-
porting negative comments made 
about him in a public meeting.  
The case has been quoted in free-
dom of the press/First Amend-
ment cases multiple times since.

Thus, the News Review was 
much interested in a recent case 
in rural Utah where a small lo-
cal newspaper was sued by a 
developer for millions of dollars 
based on its reporting of public 
meetings on a development proj-
ect. (See story in the September 

Election 2024
Early Voting Here

Early voting in Prince 
George’s County will be from 
Thursday, October 24 through 
Thursday, October 31 from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily. There 
are 11 early voting sites in 
the county. The closest site 
to Greenbelt is College Park 
Community Center,  5051 
Pierce Ave., College Park. 
The next closest are: Laurel-
Beltsville Senior Center, 7120 
Contee Rd., Laurel, and Kent-
land Community Center, 2413 
Pinebrook Ave., Landover.

F o r  c o m p l e t e  P r i n c e 
George ’s  Coun ty  vo t ing 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
princegeorgescountymd.gov/
departments-offices/board-
elections.

Unsatisfied Greenbelt City 
Council Responds to PGFD

by Anna Bedford-Dillow, Julie Rapp and Joan Estenson

City Acquires Armory; Feasibility
Study Weighs Plans for its Future

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Utopia Film Festival Celebrates
Its 20th Year with 40 Films

by Susan Gervasi 

U.S. Supreme Court Precedent
Reverberates Anew in Utah

by Cathie Meetre

The City of Greenbelt acquired the Armory, located at the corner 
of Southway and Greenbelt Road, on September 16.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
A

N
N

A
 B

ED
FO

RD
-D

IL
LO

W

to the federal government as 
stipulated in the deed’s “Reverter 
Clause” in January 2024. (All 
Greenbelt’s land once belonged 
to the federal government.) The 
United States of America, “acting 
by and through” the Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment then conveyed the property 
to Greenbelt. 

The cost to Greenbelt for the 
property was one dollar. Howev-
er, with reports of lead, mold and 
asbestos in the building, as well 
as acts of vandalism, the armory 
won’t come cheaply. Salmerón 
acknowledged concern about “all 

11 issue of the New Review.) 
Despite the rather different local 
geography – butte versus Belt-
way – the case had an almost 
eerie similarity to the Bresler vs. 
Greenbelt Publishing Association 
situation. A local developer, an-
gered by the vociferous local op-
position he was receiving in his 
attempt to develop an unpopular 
project, sued the local newspaper 
that reported the public outcry.

Moral Support
The News Review contact-

ed its fellow sufferers in Utah 
to make sure they knew of the 

The Millard County Chronicle Progress office, in Delta, Utah
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Look Down Not Up

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y 
A

LO
K 

TU
LA

D
H

A
R

“The Utopia 
Film Festival 
always brings 
excellent inde-
pendent films 
to Greenbelt,” 
s a i d  F r a n k 
Gervasi, Uto-
pia manager of 
operations and 
GATe pres i -
dent .  “Many 
f i l m m a k e r s 
come here to 
discuss their 
work, which is 
always excit-
ing. The posi-
tive feedback 
we get  from 

our viewers, participants and the 
filmmakers themselves makes 
this an exceptionally worthwhile 
event.”

Racism
Several documentaries look 

at the historic impact of racism, 
including Just Another Bombing? 
This is Donal and Iona’s Story.  
Donal Godfrey was 6 years old 
when he became the first African 
American student in his Florida 
elementary school. His family 
faced retaliation in the form of 
a 1964 Klan bombing of their 
home. Donal and his mother re-
call the horrific incident in this 
compelling documentary.

Get on the Bus! follows a 
group of Marylanders who travel 
by bus to Montgomery, Ala., to 
deliver a soil sample from the 

Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Department
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updates have not been provided 
and that the city has not received 
a response to a letter dated Au-
gust 30. More concerning, they 
say, is that evidence points to the 
possibility that the PGFD may 
not be properly tracking calls by 
their priority level or meeting the 
standards of coverage to which 
PGFD has committed.

In the letter, the city also 
questioned the accuracy of PGFD 

reporting and states that 
its trust and confidence 
in the department’s tem-
porary staffing plan and 
information sharing has 
been eroded.  PGFD’s 
response times are not 
mee t ing  communi ty 
standards for safety and 
well-being, they say, and 
they concluded that the 
temporary summer staff-
ing plan is inadequate 
and that PGFD should 
return the career fire-

fighters to Greenbelt Fire station 
immediately.

The entire letter can be read at 
greenbeltmd.gov and on page12.

The city cited three incidents 
reported by residents as cause for 
serious concern. For each inci-
dent the city’s reported response 
time is followed by what PGFD 
reports as their response time for 
each vehicle dispatched.

• September 18, 2024: “A 
medical emergency occurred on 
Gardenway, where the response 
time appears to have exceeded 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/departments-offices/board-elections
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/departments-offices/board-elections
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/departments-offices/board-elections
http://greenbeltmd.gov
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom 
Jones, treasurer; Pat Scully, Carol Griffith and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:
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-  Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).
-  Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.
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-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 
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Rogers, Lois Rosado, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, Bonnie Seaton, 
René Sewell-Raysor, David Shapiro, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Susan Taylor, Beth 
Terry, Daniel Thies, Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Ray Zammuto 
and Michael Zeliff.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
OCTOBER 11th - 17th

Will & Harper (R) (CC) (DVS) 
(2024) (114 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 8:00 PM
Sat. 7:45 PM

Sun. 2:15 PM (OC),  
5:00 PM *guest speaker

Mon. 2:00 PM
Tues. 7:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:15 PM

Sat. 5:00 PM
Mon. 11:30 AM
Wed. 7:00 PM

Thurs. 7:45 PM
 

The Wild Robot (PG) (CC) 
(DVS) (2024) (103 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 5:30 PM
Sat. 5:15 PM

Mon. 11:45 AM (OC)
Wed. 7:15 PM

Thurs. 5:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Fri. 7:45 PM
Sat. 7:30 PM

Sun. 2:30 PM, 5:15 PM
Mon. 2:00 PM
Tues. 7:15 PM

 
Jennifer’s Body (R) (2009) 
(102 mins) - Cult Classic

Free trivia event at 7 PM! 
Hosted by @TheScreenBliss
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Thurs. 8:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org
Members Always $6.50!

Member kids are always FREE!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Letters Policy during Elections
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not 

guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300 words 
(shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and space 
constraints. The News Review may add a comment from the editor 
if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical address 
and telephone number. Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to be withheld.

The News Review will not print letters endorsing candidates. 
The News Review will not print a letter raising a new issue the 
week prior to election day, when no other party would have a 
chance to respond. 

Correction
The article “When Choosing 

the Lesser of Two Evils Makes 
Sense” by Ivota Ydontu was 
published with the intention 
of urging people to vote. We 
regret the included examples 
suggested a partisan message 
we did not intend.

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Will & Harper
Three years ago, Will Ferrell was filming a movie when he re-

ceived a most surprising email: his dear friend of nearly 30 years 
was coming out to him as a trans woman. That friend was Harper 
Steele, a writer he met on his first day at Saturday Night Live 
back in 1995. From that fateful first meeting in the halls of 30 
Rock, Will knew he had found a match made in comedy, and their 
friendship and creative partnership would only continue to grow 
over the next three decades. In this intimate, honest and heartfelt 
documentary, Will and Harper hit the open road together to process 
this new stage of their friendship and reintroduce Harper to the 
country that she loves ‒ this time, as herself. Over 16 days, the 
two drive from New York to L.A., visiting stops that are meaning-
ful to them, to their friendship and to America. Through laughter, 
tears and many cans of Pringles, they push past their comfort zones 
as they re-examine their relationships to these spaces, and to each 
other, in this new light.

The Wild Robot
This epic animated adventure follows the journey of a robot ‒ 

ROZZUM unit 7134, Roz for short ‒ that is shipwrecked on an un-
inhabited island and must learn to adapt to the harsh surroundings, 
gradually building relationships with the animals on the island and 
becoming the adoptive parent to an orphaned gosling.

Jennifer’s Body
When a demon takes possession of her, high-school hottie Jen-

nifer (Megan Fox) turns a hungry eye on guys who never stood a 
chance with her before. While evil Jennifer satisfies her appetite for 
human flesh with the school’s male population, her nerdy friend, 
Needy (Amanda Seyfried), learns what’s happening and vows to 
put an end to the carnage.

Accolades
When Choosing the Lesser 

of Two Evils Makes Sense was 
so well written with its pertinent 
call that I want to sing praises 
for Ivota Ydontu’s writing. I am 
grateful to have read it, and will 
share it at the upcoming Vote 
Forward letter-writing event (the 
last before this all-important elec-
tion up and down the ballot) that 
I’ve helped organize in Takoma 
Park at my church. I’ll send it to 
my young adult grandsons, both 
quite interested in the election 
and living in California, to share 
with any of their friends who are 
sitting on the fence about sitting 
out this vote. 

I urge other Greenbelters to 
share it widely, especially directly 
with young voters. It’s important 
to vote for the city’s dogcatcher if 
where you live you can do that. 
Every public office affects every 
aspect of our lives. 

We are fortunate to still live in 
a country that values and holds 

the right to vote in high esteem.  
Everyone who is entitled to vote 
needs to vote.

Sandra Miller

Thanks and Please
Keep It Up!

Anna Bedford-Dillow: As a 
loyal reader, let me congratulate 
you for your writing in recent 
News Review issues – sometimes 
filing most of the major pieces 
yourself – and for getting out the 
much-improved paper. Your work 
and dedication, all stellar.

Being editor and major cov-
erer of stories would seem daunt-
ing, for you, to those of us out in 
news-consumerland, but you’ve 
managed it well.

For which, thanks much, and 
please keep it up.

Steve Gilbert
Anna Bedford-Dillow is the 

managing editor of the News 
Review.

Election 2024
Mail-in Ballot Notice

A Greenbelt resident re-
ported that they mailed their 
Presidential Election Ballot at 
the Greenbelt Post Office on 
Saturday, October 5. They re-
ceived a notice by email early 
Tuesday morning, October 8, 
that their ballot had been re-
ceived. Kudos to those running 
the state’s election system.

All About Owls, a campfire 
program at Greenbelt Park 
was presented on September 
21.

- Photos by Nick Hall

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
http://www.greenbeltcinema.org
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show! 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Mon/Wed/Th 8am - 9pm; Tues 8am - 9;30pm; Friday/Saturday 8am – 10pm; 
Sunday 9am – 9pm, UNLESS NOTED.

Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 10/10 FRI 10/11 SAT 10/12 SUN 10/13
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 
Gina DeSimone & The 

Moaners 
7-9pm 

Eclectic, upbeat mix of 
music

The Still Standing 
Trio

7-10pm
The best rockin’ blues, 

American roots and 
rockabilly in the DMV

COMMUNITY DRUM CIRCLE W/ 
KATY GAUGHAN,  3:30-5pm
The Roustabouts

7-10pm
Exciting mix of roots-blues 

originals and covers

ASL BRUNCH, 10:30a-12pm
ARTS RECEPTION, 2-4pm

Eleanor’s New Deal 
Cabaret presents

HALLOWEEN!
6-8pm

With D’Manda Martini

MON 10/14 TUES 10/15 WED 10/16 TH 10/17 SPECIALS!
 Membership 
Appreciation 

Night
4-9pm

Discounts on beer, 
wine & appetizers

NDC Open Mic 
w/ Jay Bellamy  

7-9:30pm
Sign-ups at 6:30pm

Pub Quiz
7-9pm

Bring your own 
team of form one! 

Test your 
knowledge

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

SONGWRITER’S 
SUMMIT: 

Dirk Hamilton 
Georgie Jessup 

7-9pm

HAPPY HOUR 
4-7pm 

$1 OFF BEER AND WINE 
WINE 

WEDNESDAY 
$1 OFF PER GLASS 

$5 OFF A BOTTLE

RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642        FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.

Art Reception Sunday
An art reception will be held 

on Sunday, October 13 from 2 
to 4 p.m. at the New Deal Café. 
The current art exhibit is the 
work of artist Ahmed Ibrahim. 
Spaces of Emotions will be on 
display until November 3.

Poetry in The Garden
The poetry group will meet 

Sunday, October 13, 3 to 5 p.m. 
at the Schrom Hills Park Club-
house.

This is a diverse group, for 
all cultural backgrounds. Read a 
favorite poem or just listen and 
enjoy the power of poetry. For 
more information, call Effie at 
443-415-1053.

Reparations Comm
Hosts Forum Saturday

The Greenbelt Reparations 
Commission will conduct a Com-
munity Forum on Saturday, Oc-
tober 12 from 2 to 4 p.m. in the 
Greenbelt Library Auditorium. 
Hear an update from commission 
members and speakers involved 
in local reparations efforts.

Panelists are Maxine Gross 
(Lakeland Heritage Project),  
Nancy Joy Alchin (GILA: Green-
belt Interfaith Leadership Alli-
ance, Reparations Education Task 
Force), Wanika B. Fisher (Prince 
George’s County Council, Dis-
trict 2) and Alethia McCaskill 
(Maryland State Delegate, District 
44B). 

This event is free and open 
to all.

Greenbelt Chess Club
Meetings for October

The Greenbelt Chess Club 
will meet on Tuesdays, October 
15 and 22. The meetings will 
take place at the Youth Center 
from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m. The club 
welcomes people of all ages and 
skill levels. Email questions to 
greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com.

Bilingual Story Time  
At SHL Rec Center

On Friday, October 11 at 
10:30 a.m. at the Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center, RUAK (Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness) 
with the Prince George’s County 
Memorial Library System will 
present engaging, lively stories 
and activities, including a Hal-
loween scavenger hunt, for young 
children and their caregivers to 
help build early literacy skills. 
This monthly program is an in-
troduction to reading aloud to 
children as a way to instill the 
love of literature. After the read-
ings, the children can stay and 
play with balls in the gym. There 
will be free children’s books and 
free healthy, nutritious snacks. 
Come, and spread the word to 
friends and family. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/11585530.

Los Niños Leen y Juegan 
El viernes 11 de octubre a las 

10:30 a.m. en el Centro Recre-
ativo de Springhill Lake, RUAK 
(Random Unselfish Acts of Kind-
ness) con el Sistema de Bibliote-
cas Conmemorativas del Condado 
de Prince George’s presentarán 
interesantes historias y activi-
dades divertidas (búsqueda del 
tesoro de Halloween) para niños 
pequeños y sus cuidadores, para 
ayudar a desarrollar las habili-
dades de alfabetización temprana. 
Este programa mensual es una 
introducción a la lectura en voz 
alta a los niños como forma de 
inculcar el amor por la literatura. 
Después de las lecturas, los ni-
ños pueden quedarse y jugar con 
pelotas en el gimnasio. Habrán 
libros infantiles gratis y aperitivos 
saludables y nutritivos. Como 
dijo un padre al irse, “Fue muy 
bueno!” Unete a nosotros, y corra 
la voz a amigos y familiares.

Protect from Gases
On Thursdays in October, the 

Greenbelt Public Safety Advi-
sory Committee is hosting an 
interactive presentation on how 
to protect your home and people 
from the life-threatening dangers 
of radon and carbon monoxide 
and how to prepare for severe 
weather events.  The presentation 
will be given at the Greenbriar 
Community Center on October 
10; at the Community Center, 
Room 200 on October 17; and 
at the Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center on October 24. Each pre-
sentation begins at 7 p.m.

HUG WALK
Joins Walktober 

Random Unselfish Acts of 
Kindness (RUAK) is again or-
ganizing its annual HUG WALK 
(Help Unite Greenbelt With 
A Little Kindness) to be held 
on Sunday, October 20, rain 
or shine. This year the City of 
Greenbelt and RUAK are partner-
ing with the State of Maryland’s 
Walktober program, an initiative 
to encourage walking, pedestrian 
safety, health and wellness, and 
migration of monarch butterflies 
led by the Recreation/Art Depart-
ment. The HUG WALK route 
is as follows: 1 p.m., gather at 
the Indian Creek Trail bridge at 
Greenbelt Station (across from 
the Shell Station on Cherry-
wood Lane); 1:30 p.m., walk 
sets off; 2 p.m., walk continues 
from Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center; 2:30 p.m., join the walk 
at Buddy Attick Park; 3 p.m., 
join the walk at Roosevelt Cen-
ter; 3:30 p.m., join the walk at 
Greenbriar Community Center; 
4 p.m., join the walk at Windsor 
Green Community Center; 4:30 
p.m., walk concludes at Schrom 
Hills Park. For further informa-
tion, contact Robert Goldberg-
Strassler at spreadruak@gmail.
com, 301-345-8755 or ruak.org.
Una Caminata para la Bondad  

El 20 de octubre, Random Un-
selfish Acts of Kindness (RUAK) 
vuelve a organizar la HUG 
WALK (Help Unite Greenbelt 
With A Little Kindness) anual 
que se celebrará el domingo 20 
de octubre, llueva o haga sol. 
Este año, la ciudad de Green-
belt y RUAK se asocian con el 
programa Walktober del estado 
de Maryland, una iniciativa para 
fomentar la caminata, la seguri-
dad, la salud y el bienestar de 
los peatones y una migración de 
mariposas monarcas liderada por 
el Departamento de Recreación/
Arte. La ruta de HUG WALK es 
la siguiente: 1 p.m., reunirse en 
el Puente de Indian Creek Trail 
en Greenbelt Station (frente a 
la estación Shell en Cherrywood 
Lane); 1:30 p.m., comienza la 
caminata; 2 p.m., la caminata 
continúa desde Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center; 2:30 p.m., 
unirse a la caminata en Buddy 
Attick Park; 3 p.m., unirse a la 
caminata en Roosevelt Center; 
3:30 p.m., únase a la caminata 
en el Centro Comunitario Green-
briar; 4 p.m., únase a la cami-
nata en el Centro Comunitario 
Windsor Green; 4:30 p.m., la 
caminata concluye en el Parque 
Schrom Hills. Para obtener más 
información, comuníquese con 
Robert Goldberg-Strassler en 
spreadruak@gmail.com o al 301-
345-8755 o ruak.org.

Stamp Out Hunger   
Close to Home 

Greenbelt PORCH is con-
tinuing to collect nonperishable 
food in the month of October as 
scheduled below. Note changes 
to the usual schedule due to the 
HUG WALK on October 20.

Sunday, October 13 ‒ by 11 
a.m. for 1-8 Courts Ridge Road, 
1-8 Courts Crescent Road and 
1-2 Courts Westway 

Saturday, October 19 ‒ by 10 
a.m. for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel 
Hill Road

Sunday, October 27 ‒ after 4 
p.m. for the 19, 11, 12 and 13 
Courts Ridge Road; by 5 p.m. 
for Lakeside Drive; by 4 p.m. 
for Boxwood Village and P.A.L. 
(Porch At Large) members (in-
cluding former Woodland Hills 
donors). Email Robert Goldberg-
Strassler by noon on October 27 
at spreadruak@gmail.com. He 
will come to any porch.

Mary Poppins
At MAD Theater

NASA Goddard’s Music & 
Drama Club (MAD) presents 
the musical Mary Poppins for 
four weekends, November 1 to 
23 at the Barney & Bea Rec-
reation Center on Good Luck 
Road. Tickets must be bought 
in advance and some shows are 
already sold out.

The play is based on the be-
loved Disney movie and features 
songs like A Spoonful of Sugar, 
Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious 
and Chim Chim Cheree. With an 
11-piece live orchestra and a cast 
of 52 talented actors and danc-
ers performing in the round, the 
audience can expect a large and 
colorful spectacle. 

The show is  directed by 
Greenbelter Jon Gardner. Many 
of the roles are double-cast and 
the show features several Green-
belt residents, so check the web-
site to find out which shows your 
favorite actor(s) are in. 

Visit madtheater.org for more 
information and ticket sales. 

Birthday Celebration
At The SPACE

Join us in celebrating Shay-
mar Higgs’ birthday with Pop-Up 
Fundraiser Art & Game Nights at 
The SPACE on Friday, October 
11 from 5 to 8 p.m. for Adult 
Game Night (21+) and Saturday, 
October 12 from 5 to 8 p.m. for 
Family Game Night for all ages.

No RSVP needed – bring 
friends, family and competitive 
spirit for a fun night of games, 
art and giving back. Plus, don’t 
miss out on the raffle.

Free Art For All! We love our 
creative community and want to 
spend time together while sup-
porting the future of The SPACE. 
Located in Beltway 
Plaza, 6000 Greenbelt 
Rd, Suite 13, in front 
of the AMC Theater.

Next Free Makerspace 
Repair Café Saturday

The next free Greenbelt Mak-
erspace Repair Café is on Satur-
day, October 19 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at the Granite Building, 
115 Centerway. Learn how to re-
pair tired or broken stuff or help 
repair others’ items (experienced 
and novice volunteers needed). 
Bring clothing, furniture, appli-
ances, computers, jewelry, toys, 
etc. for the challenge of making 
them useful again.  See tools.
greenbeltmakers.org for more 
information. Borrow tools and 
other things at the Tool 
Library on Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to noon 
and Sundays from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

More Community Events 
are located throughout 

the paper.

mailto:greenbeltchessclub@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://ruak.org
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://ruak.org
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://madtheater.org
http://tools.greenbeltmakers.org
http://tools.greenbeltmakers.org
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Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Greenbelt 
residents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  A photograph and 
service information should be 
included.  There is no charge.

One Hillside Road

Join Us Sunday Join Us Sunday 
10:15 AM 10:15 AM 

for Worship for Worship 
and Church School  and Church School  

www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

We are an  
Open and Affirming 

Church

The Ten Commandments
#5-Honor Your Father & Your Mother

Exodus 20:12

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

“Prejudices of religion, race or sect destroy the foundation of 
humanity. All the divisions in the world, hatred, war and 

bloodshed, are caused by one or other of these prejudices.”   
– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review October 10, 2024

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

October 13, 2024 at 3:00 pm
All Apologies

Anthony Jenkins with Worship Associates Sue Bollens and Lula Beatty

In the spirit of our October theme (Justice) and Indigenous Peoples Day, we’ll share 
a service exploring the ways in which we give & receive apologies in all our life 
relationships (individuals, communities, countries). Together we’ll consider the 
concept of apologizing as both a spiritual practice in our personal lives and an act of 

restorative justice in our world.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

Sunday 10:00 a.m.Sunday 10:00 a.m.
City Council RoomCity Council Room

25 Crescent Rd25 Crescent Rd

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!
OR - Join us on ZOOM!

For ZOOM link:
CCG1985+owner@groups.io

cathcomgreenbelt.org

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate hope with us.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open Minds, Open doors
Find us on   facebook.com/mowattumc

301-474-5410

Pastor Evelyn Romero

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Rally bands, breast cancer survivors and the rally crowd at the 
Mother and Child statue
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Breast cancer survivors, com-
munity members and local leaders 
joined experts from the Physi-
cians Committee for Responsible 
Medicine, along with over 40 
talented local drummers to “beat 
the drum” for breast cancer pre-
vention on Saturday, October 5 
in acknowledgement of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.  

Members of Drumming for 
Wellness, Eastern High School 
Drumline and Batalá D.C. de-
lighted onlookers as they each 
performed at Roosevelt Center 
on Saturday at 11 a.m.  Greenbelt 
resident and 17-year breast cancer 
survivor Geraldine Adams was 
the rally host with the help of a 
team of volunteers.  Mayor Em-
mett Jordan and Councilmembers 
Kristen Weaver and Silke Pope 
were in attendance, as well as 
former mayor J Davis, who is a 
40+-year breast-cancer survivor.  
Prior to the rally Jordan issued 
a Proclamation stating that Octo-
ber is Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month in Greenbelt.

The event’s message was sim-
ple: Eating a plant-based diet 
and incorporating other lifestyle 
changes can be powerful preven-
tive medicine for breast cancer.

According to the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control, approximate-
ly 42,000 women and 500 men in 
the United States die from breast 
cancer each year. The disease 
disproportionately affects Black 
women, who have a higher rate 
of death from breast cancer than 
white women.

Advocacy Group Holds Rally
For Breast Cancer Prevention

by Geraldine Adams 

The Physicians Committee en-
courages people to reduce breast 
cancer risk by following the four-
pronged approach: eat plants, ex-
ercise, limit alcohol and maintain 
a healthy weight.

Drum Master Katy Gaughan 
led the audience in repeating each 
of the four messages to the beat 
of the drums. Following Drum-
ming for Wellness was the fabu-
lous Eastern High School band 
that deftly demonstrated their 
musical skill and precision. Last 
up was Batalá D.C., an all-female 
drum line. 

A recent study from the Jour-
nal of Clinical Oncology showed 
that eating less fat and more 

fruits, vegetables and grains could 
help protect breast cancer survi-
vors too.

Rally participants were given 
free educational resources, reci-
pes and a card to sign up for the 
Physicians Committee’s Let’s Beat 
Breast Cancer challenge. 

This rally was one of many 
organized by the Physicians Com-
mittee and held across the country 
to acknowledge Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. 

Community Giveaway
On Saturday, October 12 at 

4 p.m. the Berwyn Presbyterian 
Church is giving away food, new 
shoes, clothes, diapers, bras, un-
derwear, socks, sanitary pads and 
household items, and other new 
and gently used items. Kids must 
be present to receive shoes. To 
receive diapers, bring baby’s birth 
certificate/health insurance card. 
Come with bags. The church is 
located at 6301 Greenbelt Road 
with a parking lot behind the 
church.

Empty Bowls Event 
Nov. 17 at St. Hugh’s

The Greenbelt Pottery Group 
led by Julie Boynton and Gina 
Mai Denn and St. Hugh’s Church 
(Ladies of Charity and Knights 
of Columbus) will host the 
Empty Bowls Event on Sunday,  
November 17 from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. The last Empty Bowls event 
was in 2019.

This year the event will ben-
efit the St. Hugh’s Food Pantry, 
which provides food weekly to 
over 60 families.  

Participants can purchase a 
ticket for $30 (200 tickets will 
be sold), select a unique hand-
crafted ceramic bowl and enjoy 
a cup of soup, bread, drinks and 
dessert with others in the com-
munity.  Kids 6 and under eat 
free.  Tickets can be purchased 
by emailing Mary Ann Tretler at 
mary_tretler@yahoo.com or by 
calling 240-517-7559.  

The Greenbelt Pottery Group 
members have been busy mak-
ing over 200 ceramic pieces.  
They recently sponsored two 
bowl-making events and RUAK 
(Random Unselfish Acts of Kind-
ness) provided pizza, drinks and 
brownies for the hard-working 
potters.  

The focus of this event is 
community and assisting those 
in need, coming together to sup-
port the St. Hugh’s Food Pantry, 
sharing a meal and enjoying 
local Greenbelt music groups.  
There will be additional pottery 
pieces available at the event for 
purchase for perhaps holiday gift 
giving.

Holiday Services     
At Mishkan Torah

Mishkan Torah invites all to 
join in the High Holidays this 
year. Come and celebrate in this 
warm, friendly and inclusive 
Jewish community. Interfaith 
and LGBTQ+ families are very 
welcome. Yom Kippur services 
will be held on Friday, October 
11 and Saturday, October 12. 
Children’s services will be avail-
able. Learn more and register on 
the website at MishkanTorah.org.

Crisis Hotline’s
Number is 988

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S u i c i d e  
Prevention Lifeline dialing 
code is 988. Calls and text 
messages are confidential and 
free.

http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
http://facebook.com/mowattumc
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
mailto:mary_tretler@yahoo.com
http://MishkanTorah.org
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FEATURED PETS 
HANJE 

Ready for Adoption?  
Call (301) 474-6124

Why would anyone still believe black cats 
are unlucky? We think adoptable 4-year-
old Hanje looks great with her orange 
and black tortie-colored coat just in time 
for Halloween. Like lots of tortie cats with 
lots of tortie sass, Hanje prefers to be pet 
on the top of her head and doesn’t like to 
be picked up, so she’d probably do best 
in a home without small children who 
can’t resist her needs for personal space. 

Hanje is also FIV+, which is a very 
common disease in which most infected 
cats can live a normal lifespan. However, 
since FIV can be spread to other cats 
via bites, we recommend she go to 
a home without cats (or go to a home with other FIV+ cats) to reduce the risk of 
transmission. (Also, if you’re curious about her unique colored eyes, our vet says it’s 
a congenital trait that doesn’t affect her vision)

If you’re interested in adopting Halloween-themed Hanje, call (301) 474-6124 or 
animalservices@greenbeltmd.gov! 

MEETINGS FOR OCTOBER 14 - 18

Tuesday, October 15 at 7 pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TREES, 
On the Agenda: Review Past Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 15 at 7 pm, REPARATIONS COMMISSION, On the 
Agenda: Approval of Agenda/Minutes, Tribesy Training Reflections, 
Subcommittee Reports, Public Comments

Wednesday, October 16 at 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION - BUDDY 
ATTICK PARK DRAFT MASTER PLAN

Wednesday, October 16 at 6:30 pm, ADVISORY PLANNING BOARD, 
On the Agenda: Approval of Agenda/Minutes, Council Liaison Updates, 
Discussion: “Draft Traffic Calming Study: Greenbelt Center City”

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or 
email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For 
confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For information on 
public participation for the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Monday, October 14, 2024 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Petitions and Requests
Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations (Items on the 
Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by 
staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
- Cooperative Month Proclamation
- Maryland Economic Development Week Proclamation
- National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
* Minutes
- Administrative Reports 
* Committee Reports 
* Forest Preserve Advisory Board (FPAB) Report #2024-01: Trail 
reroutes and closures in the North Woods Tract of the Forest 
Preserve

LEGISLATION
- Resolution to Establish Charter Review Taskforce 
 - 2nd Reading and Adoption

OTHER BUSINESS
- Board of Elections Report #2024-04: Provisions and Proposed 
Amendments Regarding Council Vacancies
- Authorizing the City Manager to Execute Contract for Armory 
Feasibility Study
- Approval of Waiver of Property Tax Lien against Charlestowne 
North Apartments
- Draft FY 2025-2030 Maryland Consolidated Transportation 
Program (CTP)
- Discussion of Budget Request from the Reparations Commission
- Reallocation of ARPA Funds
- Discussion of the Removal of Arm Rest on City Benches
- Council Activities
- Council Reports
* Meetings
* Stakeholders
* Resignation/Appointment to Advisory Board
* 7 Hillside Road Sight Distance Issue and Parking Removal
* Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Contract with Traffic and 
Parking Control Co., Inc. (TAPCO) for LED-Enhanced Stop Signs 
and Sign Posts
* Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Contract with Control 
Technologies, Inc. for Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) 
and LED-Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing Signs
* Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Contract with Shannon-
Baum Signs & Graphics, Inc. for Static Signs and Flex Posts
* Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Contract with Ennis Flint 
by PPG Traffic Solutions for Thermoplastic Markings
* Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Contract with Next Day 
Concrete & Masonry, Inc. for Concrete Work on Pedestrian Curb 
Ramps
* Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Contract with VMP 
Construction Company, Inc. for Installation of Raised Crosswalk

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at  
(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This agenda is subject to change. For the most up-to-date agenda, visit 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipalTV or call (301) 474-8000.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR
Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

FREE PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION
UPCOMING PRODUCE DISTRIBUTIONS 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 - TWO LOCATIONS

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, Lower Parking Lot: 1 - 3 pm, 
while supplies last. Open to all Greenbelt residents. Must have a registration 
card via Brendy Garcia at (240) 424-0302 or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov. 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center: 3 - 4 pm, registration required. For 
Greenbelt West residents only. Register via email bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov or 
register online at https://forms.gle/dhzUfpvsMDbGUtQKA.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an 
excellent opportunity to engage 
with your community and make a 
difference. Choose from a number 
of committees & boards such as 
the Advisory Committee on 
Trees, Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee, the Youth Advisory 
Committee, or the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Arts 
Advisory Board, Board of Elections, 
Community Relations Advisory 
Board, Employee Relations 
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory 
Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability, or the Park and 
Recreation Advisory Board and 
make a difference in Greenbelt!

Take the first step towards making a 
positive impact and apply for one of 
these committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

GREENBELT REPARATIONS COMMUNITY FORUM
Saturday, October 12 / 2 - 5 pm 

Greenbelt Library Auditorium

An update from commission members and speakers involved in local reparations 
efforts. Panelists: Maxine Gross (Lakeland Heritage Project), Nancy Joy Alchin 
(GILA Reparations Education Task Force), Wanika B. Fisher (Prince George’s 
County Council, District 2), Alethia McCaskill (Maryland State Delegate, District 
44B). Presented by the Greenbelt Reparations Commission.

TRAFFIC CALMING STUDY  
COMMUNITY MEETING & OPEN FORUM

Tuesday, October 29 / 7 - 9 pm 
Greenbelt Community Center, Room 201

This community meeting will focus on the Draft Traffic Calming Study: Greenbelt 
Center City. Participants can view printed posters of proposed roadway 
improvements and provide their feedback to staff and project consultants. The 
meeting will begin with a brief presentation on the study’s background and the 
foundations of traffic calming.

Contact planninginfo@greenbeltmd.gov.

FALL FEST
October 12 / 2 - 5 pm 

Schrom Hills Park, 6915 Hanover Parkway

Join us on October 12, from 2-5 pm, at Schrom Hills Park (6915 Hanover Parkway) 
for our annual Fall Festival!

With games, moon bounces, pumpkin decorating, a hayride, and more, you won’t 
want to miss out on this magic!

For more information, call Greenbelt Recreation at (301) 397-2200.

CAREGIVER APPRECIATION DAY
Thursday, November 7 / 1 - 4 pm 

Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

It’s your turn to be cared for! Join us for this FREE event on Thursday, November 
7 for light refreshments, mini-swag bags, massages, and more! Please note that 
registration is required and opens on October 7.

To register, contact Brendy Garcia at bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov or (240) 424-0302.

ONLINE BILL PAY
The City of Greenbelt launched 
online bill pay services on Tuesday, 
September 3, 2024. Residents are 
now able to pay their bills via check, 
bank transfer, debit card, or credit 
card.

To find out more information and to 
sign-up, visit ow.ly/Jo9450TaHTH.

OFFICIAL NOTICE

By Section 3-305(b)(1) and (3) of the General Provisions Article of the 
Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Maryland, a closed session 
of the Greenbelt City Council will be held on Monday, October 14, 2024, 
immediately following the Regular Meeting, in the Council Chambers of the 
Municipal Building, 1) to discuss the appointment, performance evaluation 
of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has 
jurisdiction; any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific 
individuals; and 2) to consider the acquisition of real property for a public 
purpose and matters directly related thereto.

The purpose of this meeting is 1) to address personnel matters over which 
this public body has jurisdiction; and 2) to consider the acquisition of real 
property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto.

*The public may attend the Special Council Meeting of the City Council 
immediately before the closed session and observe the vote of the Council to 
move into the closed session on Monday, October 14, 2024.

Bonita Anderson,   City Clerk 

PUBLIC STATEMENT 
REGARDING PRINCE 
GEORGE’S COUNTY 
FIRE/EMS SUMMER 
STAFFING PLAN 
FOR GREENBELT 
VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT
Greenbelt, MD -  The City of 
Greenbelt is disappointed in the 
County’s decision to reassign 24 
career personnel from Greenbelt 
Station 835 on July 1, resulting 
in the removal of all career 
personnel from our Station. 
County Fire Chief Tiffany 
Green and County leadership 
ordered the redeployment of 55 
career firefighters from Berwyn 
Heights, Greenbelt, Bunker 
Hill, and Bowie Station. We 
are gravely concerned with the 
impact in response times of 
emergencies in Greenbelt and 
our surrounding areas.

Greenbelt will continue to work 
in tandem with College Park 
and Berwyn Heights alongside 
County leadership in addressing 
our concerns and fighting for the 
City of Greenbelt.

WHO CAN I CONTACT?

Office of the County 
Executive 
countyexecutive@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 952-4131

Office of the County Fire 
Chief 
tdgreen@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 883-5200

At-Large County Council 
Member Hawkins 
At-LargeMemberHawkins@
co.pg.md.us 
(301) 952-2195

County Council Member 
District 4 
councildistrict4@co.pg.md.us 
(301) 952-3094

Letters of Support to keep/return 
career staffing to Greenbelt 
Station 835 can be sent to:

City of Greenbelt, 25 Crescent 
Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 or 
council@greenbeltmd.gov.

PUMPKIN FESTIVAL: CARVINGS & WALKS
October 12 , 18, & 19 

Various locations in Greenbelt. See Activity Guide Page 7 or the City Calendar

Participate in Greenbelt’s tradition of pumpkin carving, followed by a walk to enjoy 
the creative pumpkin trail.  Email greenbeltpumpkinfestival@gmail.com.

WILD RUMPUS HALLOWEEN CELEBRATION
Friday, October 25 

Roosevelt Center, 121 Centerway

Community costume party with trick or treating, performances, and a free short film 
at the Greenbelt Cinema. (Free for all ages)

Pre-Rumpus Activities: Sun, 10/13: Make a backpack puppet to parade at the 
Wild Rumpus. Sun, 10/19: Learn a flash mob dance and make a wearable musical 
instrument! Register in advance for workshops! 

See pages 24 and 31 of the fall activity guide: www.greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide.
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Toss it? No way!

Greenbelt Makerspace Repair Café

Saturday Oct. 19 from 10 am - 2 pm

at the Granite Bldg, 115 Centerway

Come learn how to repair your tired or broken stuff or help repair 
others' items (volunteers needed as well). Bring your clothing, 
furniture, appliances, computers, jewelry, toys, etc. for the challenge 
of making them useful again. Repairs are not guaranteed. 

Tool Library Saturdays 10 am - noon, 
Sundays 11 am – 1 pm

https://tools.greenbeltmakers.org

On Wednesday, September 18, 
Greenbelt City Council held a 
worksession on Beltway Plaza to 
hear from the property owners, 
Quantum Companies, where the 
mall stands and what to expect 
from the location in the future. 
Speaking on behalf of Quantum 
were three representatives: David 
Sullivan, Alex Forbes and Kenny 
Wine.

Past and Present
The Quantum representatives 

began with a brief history of 
Beltway Plaza. The lot start-
ed as an S. Klein department 
store in 1963 and in the 1970s, 
the mall was constructed. Since 
then, the property has expanded 
a few times to accommodate new 
stores. In 1992, Giant moved in 
and the properties were connected 
together and in 2000 the park-
ing deck was added to serve the 
mall’s second-story storefronts.

Councilmember Jenni Pom-
pi noted that Beltway Plaza is 
unique for its large number of 
small businesses; this isn’t some-
thing that Quantum intentionally 
curated, but its representatives 
said they were proud of its mom-
and-pop store community identity. 
Sullivan acknowledged later that 
some redecoration could be done 
to the mall’s interior to spruce it 
up, but he also didn’t see a need 
to dedicate a lot toward that end 
as “the tenants that are there, I 
think there’s a pretty good mix, 
and people seem to enjoy it.” 

Development Status 
Though Quantum believes 

Beltway Plaza’s interior is fine 
as is, the real estate company 
has big plans for what’s currently 
the mall’s rear parking lot. Since 
2006, Quantum has been planning 
to expand at the location, and 
has drawn up plans to build three 
new residential buildings, a five-
story garage and a hotel. These 
plans were previously approved 
by the city and county councils 
but Quantum has had trouble 
getting the financial backing nec-
essary for these new construction 
projects.

Quantum representatives at-
tributed this to larger economic 
trends: the housing market crash, 
Covid pandemic and recent high 
interest rates have made the past 
decade and a half an inopportune 
time for expansion. Nonetheless, 
the recent Federal Reserve reduc-
tion in interest rates and the plans 
for a new FBI building in Green-
belt have given them cautious 
optimism for the future.

Although Quantum won’t 
work on any new buildings until 
it has at least enough backing 
to construct the first residential 
building, some development is 
already underway. Around July 
4, the garage was surveyed, and 
in September they began concrete 
pouring for the foundation but 
will not move ahead with con-
struction until the first residential 
building financing is secured. 
Next spring, Quantum plans to 
begin work on a new ring road.

The company made a commit-
ment as part of its conversation 
with the city to add new green 
spaces and pedestrian access.  
They are also considering add-
ing electric vehicle charging sta-
tions with those new buildings. 
When the plans were approved 
by the city, Quantum commit-
ted to staying within the Bronze 

Beltway Plaza Owners Update
City on Development Progress

by Daniel Thies

LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) standards, 
so any deviation from those plans 
would also require approval by 
both city and county councils.  

Step by Step 
Director of Planning and Com-

munity Development Terri Hruby 
elaborated on some of the spe-
cific deliverables the city expects 
with each phase of completion as 
stated in the original agreements. 
These include: with the comple-
tion of the first residential build-
ing, a trail for hikers and bikers 
will be established; within the 
first three years of housing con-
struction, a housing market study 
will be conducted to evaluate 
interest in diverse housing; and 
once construction meets a build-
ing permit threshold, the area 
currently known as the Laugh 
Out Loud space will be dedicated 
to the city as a new public com-
munity center.

Filling Kap’s Shoes
Throughout the meeting, coun-

cil, Quantum Companies repre-
sentatives and members of the 
public remarked on how they 

felt the absence of Marc “Kap” 
Kapastin, who died on June 30. 
In council’s previous Beltway 
Plaza worksessions, Kapastin was 
the Quantum Companies repre-
sentative. Kapastin had also been 
the face of Quantum in other 
parts of Greenbelt life for de-
cades, being a member of groups 
like the Greenbelt chapter of the 
Rotary Club and getting involved 
in many community events. Mi-
chael Hartman, president emeritus 
of the New Deal Café, noted 
that Kapastin worked to build 
bonds among the different parts 
of Greenbelt, helping to found 
the Greenbelt Business Alliance 
and supporting local fundraisers 
and events. 

Quantum’s Vice President of 
Operations Kenny Wine, who 
has held the role for six months, 
said that in the future he’d likely 
be the Quantum executive who’ll 
interface most with the public 
and the city. The Quantum execu-
tive team, however, expressed the 
view that fulfilling all Kapastin’s 
Greenbelt roles will take all of 
them working together.

Repair work on NASA Park-
way Bridge will be impacting 
traffic on the Baltimore-Wash-
ington Parkway. Daytime single 
lane closures can be expected to 
take place during non-rush hours 
of 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in both 
the northbound and southbound 
lanes. Nighttime complete road 
closure is tentative for October 
23 and 24 for northbound lanes 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. with back-
up dates on October 28 to 31. 
Nighttime work is anticipated for 
removal of the concrete bridge 

Single Lane, Total Road Closure 
For Goddard Bridge Repair

decking and replacement of the 
damaged girders.

A minimum of two weeks 
prior to any road closure, a tem-
porary electronic message board 
will provide advance notification 
to motorists on the Parkway.  
Signage for a nighttime detour 
will be posted. 

Demolition of the damaged 
bridge span on the NASA Park-
way Bridge began on Septem-
ber 23. Tentative completion for 
bridge repairs is scheduled for 
summer of 2025. 

Prince George’s Community 
Federal Credit Union (PGCFCU) 
pulled its sponsorship of a Sep-
tember 25 resource breakfast for 
Minority Business Enterprises and 
Women Business Enterprises at 
Bowie State University put on by 
Northeast Maglev, the developer 
of the proposed high-speed train 
whose path potentially includes 
a section of Greenbelt’s Forest 
Preserve. “We are committed to 
maintaining open communication 
with our members,” the credit 
union said in a written statement, 
recognizing the feedback they’d 
received from concerned residents 
after Northeast Maglev advertised 
them as an event partner. 

PGCFCU recently replaced the 
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union in 
the Greenbelt’s Roosevelt Center 
following its acquisition of the 
smaller credit union.

PGCFCU said one of their 

PG Community Credit Union
Pulls Out of Maglev Event

strategic initiatives is “to foster 
deeper relationships within the 
education community,” citing 
Bowie State University as a key 
education partner. 

“We understand that many of 
our members, particularly those 
in Greenbelt, have concerns about 
this high-speed train initiative. 
While our intention was to en-
gage with the educational com-
munity and share information 
about the benefits of credit union 
membership, we recognize that 
our involvement could be mis-
interpreted as support for the 
maglev project. After careful 
consideration, we rescinded our 
sponsorship and participation in 
the event.” 

The credit union placed an ad-
vertisement in the September 26 
News Review notifying readers of 
their withdrawal from the event.

Dave Lockwood poses with the News Review in Tarragona, 
Spain.

Mary Murchison-Edwords, center, shares the 
News Review with the King and Queen at the 
Maryland Renaissance Festival on Labor Day in 
Crownsville, Md.
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At the September 25 work-
session, Prince George’s County 
Public Schools (PGCPS) Dis-
trict 2 representative Jonathan 
Briggs updated council on the 
new PGCPS Office of Integrity 
and Compliance (OIC). Accord-
ing to oic@pgcps.org, this is an 
“independent unit,” with a “com-
mitment to improve compliance, 
rigorous monitoring and enforce-
ment of all applicable policies, 
procedures and laws to prevent 
and detect fraud, waste and abuse 
of funds and property” within the 
county system. The bill PG 501-
23 establishing the OIC was ap-
proved by the 2023 State General 
Assembly. OIC commenced work 
on June 1, 2024. Briggs empha-
sized that the OIC’s ability to 
act independently in its efforts to 
evaluate the workings of PGCPS 
is at the center of its impetus.

Briggs shared an overview 
of the office’s powers, duties 
and  work ings ,  wi th  added 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
princegeorgeshousedelegation.
com. According to Briggs, these 
include: to require the county 
council to appoint an OIC officer 
(staff is appointed by the OIC); 
to make “independent evaluations 
a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ” 
t o  P G C P S ;  t o  “ i m p r o v e 
e ffec t iveness ,  p roduc t iv i ty 
and efficiencies” of PGCPS 

School News

Council Learns about PGCPS New 
Office of Integrity and Compliance

by Matthew Arbach

programs; to monitor internal 
control, accounting and financial 
management and technology; to 
make budgetary analyses and 
performance audits; to make use 
of any government and private 
agencies to gather information; 
and, to develop work plans.  

Frank S. Turner was appointed 
the OIC officer. Said Briggs, 
Turner worked closely with the 
PGCPS School Board to “develop 
a clear work plan.”

According to Briggs, several 
on the PGCPS Board are keen 
to strengthen and clarify the lan-
guage around the OIC’s charge.  
There is a concern around re-
dundancies with existing entities 
with similar purviews such as the 
PGCPS Board Office of Fraud, 
Waste, Abuse and Illegal Acts 
– a sentiment echoed by Green-
belt Councilmember Jenni Pompi 
and resident Robert Goldberg- 
Strassler. Briggs informed council 
that currently, issues and concerns 
can be addressed through both 
offices.

Said Briggs, the OIC officer’s 
salary is paid by PGCPS, with 
a desire by some PGCPS board 
members to transfer that respon-
sibility to the county, who has 
authority over the OIC.  

Mayor Emmett Jordan charac-
terized the OIC as “a step in the 
right direction.”

This is the second of two ar-
ticles on the life-threatening dan-
gers of gases in the home. The 
first article, in the May 2, 2024, 
News Review, highlighted the 
dangers of radon.

Every fall, as the weather gets 
cooler, incidents of carbon mon-
oxide (CO) poisoning can occur. 
Greenbelt Fire Department Chief 
Thomas Ray confirmed that CO 
calls always increase in the win-
ter. Why this time of year? It’s 
because, as cooler weather sets 
in, heating furnaces, fireplaces, 
kerosene heaters and other fos-
sil fuel combustion machines are 
again in use for the first time.

Carbon monoxide is a color-
less, odorless and tasteless gas 
that is emitted as a combus-
tion product from burning oil, 
coal, natural gas, wood, kerosene, 
gasoline and propane. Leaking 
fireplace flues, a generator too 
close to a home, kerosene heaters 
inside a house, a leaking home 
gas heating furnace, and idling a 
car in an attached garage can all 
cause CO to enter and accumu-
late in the home. However, CO 
can be detected by a continuous 
electronic monitor that looks like 
a smoke detector and can even be 
combined with a smoke detector 
into one unit.

Monitors can be battery oper-
ated or plug into the home AC 
power supply and cost between 
$20 and $60 if just for CO. They 
are $40 to $80 for combined 
smoke and CO. They should 
be carefully located where CO 
would be expected to accumulate 
on multiple levels of a home. The 
monitors are designed to emit an 
alarm if the CO level reaches a 
value that can cause long-term 
health effects.

Home Dangers of Carbon Monoxide:
Awareness, Detection and Protection

by Steven Mirsky

The Greenbelt Public Safety 
Advisory Committee is spon-
soring an interactive presenta-
tion on Thursdays, October 10, 
17 and 24 on how to protect 
residents and their families 
from radon and carbon mon-
oxide and on preparation for 
severe weather events. See the 
Community Events page for 
the time and location of each 
session.

Carbon monoxide detector
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Depending on the concentra-
tion, health effects from CO poi-
soning may include, but are not 
limited to, dizziness, headache, 
weakness, shortness of breath, 
confusion and drowsiness. Higher 
concentrations can even cause 
death. If there is any suspicion 
that CO may be present in the 
home as a result of an alarm or 
any other indication, leave the 
home immediately, contact the 
fire department (dial 911) and 
do not reenter the home until 
the fire department has deemed 
it safe. Being aware, detecting it 
and knowing what to do can save 
lives from CO poisoning.

Steve Mirsky is a nuclear en-
gineer with advanced knowledge 
of radon and carbon monoxide.

At the Library  
All county libraries will be 

closed Sunday and Monday, Oc-
tober 13 and 14, for the Native 
American Day holiday, and will 
reopen on Tuesday, October 15 
at noon.

Greenbelt Library’s regular 
hours are Mondays 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., Tuesdays and Wednes-
days noon to 8 p.m.; Thursdays 
and Fridays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m. Face masks 
are recommended for all custom-
ers over the age of 2.

Pre-K Story Hour/ 
Hora de Cuentos de Prekinder

Friday, October 11, 10:30 
a.m., ages newborn to 5, at 
the Springhill Lake Commu-
nity Center. Enjoy the wonderful 
world of storytelling. Friends 
and family welcome. Hosted by 
Greenbelt Library staff and Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness 
(RUAK). Register at pgcmls.info/
event/11585530.

Storytimes
Friday, October 11, 11:15 a.m., 

ages 2 to 3. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/11585379. 

Wednesday, October 16, 12:15 
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/11585330. 

Thursday, October 17, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/11585308.

Talk Health
Friday, October 11, 11 a.m., 

ages 18+ (adult). Take charge of 
your health at free blood pres-
sure screening sessions. Led by 
University of Maryland School 
of Nursing students, get blood 
pressure checked and get a per-
sonalized review of medica-
tions. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/11663025.

Talk Kids’ Dental Health
Friday, October 11, 11:45 a.m., 

all ages. Come to the Talk Health 
information table after the morn-
ing storytime where children 
and their caregivers will find 
education, resources and hands-
on activities for children’s oral 
health. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/11665145.

Stand Up to Bullying
Saturday, October 12, 11 a.m., 

ages 8 to 14. This proactive ini-
tiative presented by The Better 
Place, Inc. is designed to empow-
er young individuals with essen-
tial social and emotional skills. 
Through interactive presentations 
and engaging activities, children 
will explore topics such as self-
image, self-esteem and strategies 
for building personal resilience. 
The program aims to equip par-
ticipants with practical tools to 
boost their confidence and navi-
gate challenging situations ef-
fectively, fostering a supportive 
environment where bullying is 
addressed and prevented. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/11165569.

Ride and Read
Thursday, October 17, 11 a.m., 

ages 16+. Get some physical ac-
tivity while at the library. Sign up 
for an hour ride on a stationary 
bike with great free apps from 
PGCMLS to enjoy while work-
ing out. Participants must be 16 
or older, sign a waiver before 
beginning to ride and be wearing 
loose-fitting clothing and closed-
toed shoes. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/11544582.

Hispanic Heritage Month
The Prince George’s County 

Memorial Library System cel-
ebrates Hispanic Heritage Month 
with activities for all ages. For 
more information, visit pgcmls.
info/hispanic-heritage.

Greenbelt Orchestra 
Free Concert Nov. 10

G r e e n b e l t  C o m m u n i t y 
Orchestra will give a free concert 
in the Community Center gym 
on Sunday, November 10 at 4 
p.m. The program will include 
Dvorak’s New World Symphony, 
as well as Fanny Mendelssohn’s 
Overture, a tango by Carlos 
G a r d e l ,  F l o r e n c e  P r i c e ’s 
Adoration and one of Dvorak’s 
Slavonic Dances. All are invited. 
Find out more about the orchestra 
at greenbeltorchestra.org.

Campfire Programs
At Greenbelt Park

Saturday, October 12 at 7 
p.m., Campfire Program: The 
Amazing Life of Mary McLeod 
Bethune. Join a historian from the 
Mary McLeod Bethune Council 
House National Historic Site for 
a talk about the great civil rights 
leader who lived and worked at 
her home in downtown Wash-
ington, D.C., only 12 miles from 
Greenbelt Park. The talk will 
focus on her life and her impact 
on both civil and women’s rights.

Saturday, October 19 at 7 
p.m., Campfire Program: One 
M a n  I r i s h  B a n d .  B r a n d o n  
Kennedy’s impressive musical tal-
ent and fun energy brings joy to 
the crowd. Be ready to sing along 
and dance. 

 For both programs, meet at 
7 p.m. at the Campfire Circle in 
B loop of the campground. For 
more information, call 771-208-
1588 or check the park’s website, 
nps.gov/gree.

mailto:oic@pgcps.org
http://princegeorgeshousedelegation.com
http://princegeorgeshousedelegation.com
http://Alamy.com
http://greenbeltorchestra.org
http://nps.gov/gree
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NASA’S MAD Theater 
presents
Disney and 
Cameron MacIntosh’s 

4 weekends
November 1-23

Tickets $26/$24/$14
www.madtheater.org

A Musical based on 
the stories of P.L.Travers 
and the Walt Disney Film
  

The College Park Avi-
ation Museum, part of 
the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission Depart-
ment of Parks and Recre-
ation, has been awarded 
a grant of $50,000 from 
the Maryland Heritage 
Areas Authority (MHAA) 
to fund its upcoming Co-
lumbia Air Center exhibi-
tion.

The exhibition promises to be 
a groundbreaking exploration of 
the first Black-owned and -oper-
ated airport in the United States, 
blending historical artifacts with 
cutting-edge interactive displays. 
The air center was in Croom, 
Md., operating from 1940 to 
1962. Its overlooked history be-
longs alongside the Tuskegee 
Airmen, the Black mechanics at 
the Curtiss-Wright School of 
Aeronautics in Chicago and other 
recognized centers of early Black 
aviation. The exhibition will con-
tain projected holograms of actors 
depicting historic members of the 
air center. With scripted ques-
tions, holograms will engage visi-
tors and bring this history to life. 

“Telling the story of Colum-
bia Air Center is integral to our 
vision of creating more inclu-
sive interpretation and preserving 
the aviation history of Prince 
George’s County,” said Museum 
Director Nadine Boksmati-Fat-
touh, Ph.D. “This grant will al-
low us to be the first museum 
to showcase the largely unrecog-
nized history of the first Black-
owned and -operated airport; and 
the African American aviators 
who were determined to fly in 
defiance of oppressive racial seg-
regation. We are honored to have 
housed the growing Columbia 
Air Center collection since the 
1990s.” 

“We are grateful to have re-
ceived this grant to help fund the 
digital and interactive elements 

College Park Museum Awarded
Grant for Black Aviation Exhibit 

of the upcoming Columbia Air 
Center exhibition,” said Curator 
of Collections Luke Perez. “We 
are honored to be working with 
the descendant community of the 
Columbia Air Center to share this 
significant but overlooked history. 
With this grant, we will be able 
to combine traditional exhibition 
design with innovative, cutting-
edge elements to make a modern 
and engaging exhibition that this 
history deserves.” 

Through the Columbia Air 
Center exhibition, the aviation 
museum aims to inspire curios-
ity, encourage dialogue and foster 
a deeper appreciation for early 
Black aviation. The support from 
MHAA underscores its commit-
ment to fostering cultural enrich-
ment and educational outreach 
in Prince George’s County. By 
partnering with the museum and 
its Field of Firsts Foundation, 
MHAA reaffirms its dedication 
to supporting innovative projects 
that resonate with diverse audi-
ences. 

For more information about 
this and other museum exhibits, 
visit pgparks.com/facilities and 
choose College Park Airport. 
Admission details, special events 
and educational programs re-
lated to the exhibition will be 
announced in summer 2025.   

This article is drawn from a 
press release from Maryland-Na-
tional Capital Park and Planning 
Parks and Recreation.

Maryland plans to spend 
$16.6 billion dollars through 
2029, along with billions more 
after that, to improve its public 
schools. But will it work? State 
legislators created a seven-mem-
ber oversight board to ensure it 
would. 

The Blueprint for Maryland’s 
Future, a transformative educa-
tion law passed in 2021, aims 
to boost student performance 
and education quality throughout 
Maryland schools. It outlines 
these goals in five pillars: the 
expansion of pre-kindergarten, 
the hiring and retention of high-
quality and diverse teachers and 
leaders, college and career readi-
ness, additional resources and ac-
countability and governance.

Lawmakers established the 
Blueprint’s Accountability and 
Implementation Board to moni-
tor the Blueprint’s progress. The 
board oversees funding and initia-
tive implementation while provid-
ing guidance to school districts, 
all with the intention of improv-
ing academic performance in 
Maryland.

School leaders across the state 
said the Blueprint comes with 
complications that go beyond the 
financial challenges it poses to 
the state and its 24 public school 
districts. Educators said they’re 
concerned about the Blueprint’s 
deadlines, a lack of detailed pro-
cedural information and the plan’s 
overall place in the educational 
system.

Assessing the Blueprint
The Accountability and Imple-

mentation Board will oversee the 
progress of each public school 
system in implementing Blueprint 
initiatives.

The board is by law required 
to: 

• Develop a plan to fully im-
plement the Blueprint in public 
school systems, complete with 
timelines and deadlines.

• Monitor the progress school 
districts and the state are making 
regarding the Blueprint by report-
ing annually on 92 data mea-
sures, which collect information 
on student performance, teacher 
preparation and outcomes backed 
by Blueprint funding. 

• Determine if changes need 
to be made to the plan to achieve 
the plan’s original goals.

• Ensure Expert Review Teams 
of teachers, faculty and staff to 
observe schools and understand 
how to make recommendations 
about changing how the plan is 
implemented. 

• Release about a quarter of 
Blueprint funds each year to 
school systems that are imple-
menting initiatives properly.

• Hire an independent contrac-
tor to evaluate the Blueprint’s 
success.

• Ensure school systems dem-
onstrate at least 75 percent of 
funding received per student fol-
lows the students to their school.

Under the law, the account-
ability board can withhold fund-
ing from school systems that fail 
to implement Blueprint initiatives 
or to show significant student 
progress.

The board holds routine meet-
ings to hear from Marylanders. 
It also has a series of advisory 
groups to gather feedback from 
teachers, parents, students and 
other stakeholders, according to 

Will Maryland’s Blueprint Work? 
Oversight Board, Officials Watch

by Lizzy Alspach and Apurva Mahajan

Laura Stapleton, a board member 
and chair of the University of 
Maryland’s Department of Human 
Development and Quantitative 
Methodology.

“There’s so many moving 
parts,” Stapleton said. “Many 
different stakeholders are needed 
to implement all the various parts 
of the Blueprint.”

Stretching Deadlines
Every Maryland public school 

district is responsible for rolling 
out Blueprint initiatives and col-
lecting each of the 92 different 
data measures for the Account-
ability and Implementation Board 
to evaluate, Stapleton said.

But school district officials 
said none of that is easy.

Slow Flow of Information
Blueprint information seems to 

move slowly to and through the 
state’s school districts.

“Because the implementation 
of the Blueprint is massive and 
encompasses the entire district, 
one of the biggest challenges is 
communicating with employees 
the ways in which their work al-
ready aligns with the Blueprint,” 
Prince George’s County school 
officials said.

The Accountability and Imple-
mentation Board holds regular 
meetings on Zoom for anyone 
to attend. All meetings are held 
online and published in an online 
archive for anyone to view.

Sparkle Jefferson, an assistant 
principal at Flintstone Elemen-
tary School in Prince George’s 
County, stressed the need for 
more details about the Blueprint. 

“There’s a lot of information 
that definitely needs to be clari-
fied,” Jefferson said. “I think it 
needs to be disseminated in a 
clear, concise manner where of 
course our principals are able 
to understand – and understand 
the impact that it has for each 
school.”

Members of the accountabil-
ity board encourage community 
members to provide feedback. 
Principals, parents and teachers 
are urged to reach out about the 
Blueprint, Rachel Amstutz, the 
accountability board’s policy di-
rector, said.

“We need to hear from the 
local level what’s happening and 
what you need,” Amstutz said. 
“We need to hear from our par-
ents what’s working for their kids 
and what isn’t.”

Lingering Concerns
Implementing the Blueprint 

hasn’t gone exactly as planned 
so far. Deadlines for criteria and 
implementation plans have been 
extended at least three times. 
In district-level Blueprint plans 
submitted this spring, school of-
ficials across the state expressed 
a variety of concerns.

“The ubiquitous challenge in-
herent in meeting Blueprint goals 
is in the fact that the Blueprint is 
silent on supporting all else, i.e., 
the arts, athletics, enrichment and 
after-school programming, trans-
portation, facilities, health care, 
etc.,” St. Mary’s County school 
officials wrote. “These elements 
of school are necessary and im-
perative in supporting the whole 
child.”

Amid all the concerns, Janine 
Bacquie, Director, Division of 
Blueprint for Maryland Future, 
said further delays may be nec-
essary. The rush to complete 

various measures in the Blueprint 
could render the plan to reinvent 
Maryland’s public schools less 
effective than it could otherwise 
be, she said.

“It’s not something where you 
just come in and say something’s 
going to change overnight,” 
Bacquie said. “You’re changing 
hearts, thoughts, minds, strate-
gies.” 

Lizzy Alspach and Apurva Ma-
hajan write for the Capital News 
Service. Local News Network Di-
rector Jerry Zremski contributed 
to this report.

College Park Aviation Museum
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City Notes
Economic Development host-

ed 70 guests for a Chamber of 
Commerce networking event in 
council chambers. Public Works 
and Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 
staff held a cookout for all city 
employees. 

Human Resources assisted po-
lice with officer language testing. 
Code Enforcement issued two 
permits and inspected 21 rentals. 
After one adoption, Animal Shel-
ter residents are five dogs, three 
cats and a kitten.  

Public Works planted two 
dawn redwood trees in the lake 
wetlands and removed graffiti at 
the Armory. Environmental/Sus-
tainability staff, 10 volunteers and 
four councilmembers removed 
invasives from the Forest Pre-
serve. A 500-gallon oil recycling 
tank was received from Maryland 
Environmental Services. 

The Community Center hosted 
the Greenbelt Assistance in Liv-
ing program’s flu shot clinic, 
the Arts Advisory Board and the 
Public Safety Advisory Commit-
tee. Staff cleaned the commercial 
kitchen, where CHEARS resumed 
Food for Life events. 

Arts offered a Springhill Lake 
after-school craft workshop, Ther-
apeutic Recreation hosted Active 
Aging events and the Museum 
installed vintage Halloween deco-
rations.

CARES attended Maryland’s 
Suicide Prevention Conference.

http://pgparks.com/facilities
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Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800  

Computer Guided Dental Implants
Easier, safer and more accurate implant 

placement for our dental patients.

Over 700 5-star reviews!
Infection Control Certified

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and
Dr. Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not 
guaranteed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass 
in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 
20003 | 202.545.6900

I believe strongly in 
Prince George’s as the 
smartest buy in the DC 
metro area. Be in touch 
if I can help with real 
estate anywhere in the 
DMV--and especially 
in Prince George’s 
County!

Kim Kash of Compass
Washingtonian’s Face of Prince 
George’s County Real Estate

Irreparable, crumbling and 
run down. These words have de-
scribed the J. Edgar Hoover FBI 
Headquarters for the last decade. 
A change needed to be made.

“The FBI building downtown 
is a mess,” said Susan Gregersen, 
retired environmental protection 
specialist for the U.S. Department 
of Energy. “It’s falling apart. It’s 
not particularly secure. It doesn’t 
have enough space for all the 
people that work there.”

After years of searching and 
discussing where to relocate the 
headquarters, in November 2023 
the General Services Adminis-
tration gave the green light to 
relocate the FBI headquarters to a 
61-acre plot of land in Greenbelt.

“So, they’ve talked about it 
for so long. I’m thinking … close 
to 20 years,” said Gregersen. This 
decision will boost the economy, 
generate new employment oppor-
tunities, promote local businesses 
and enhance Metro’s public trans-
portation system, say proponents. 
These improvements to the region 
will benefit generations to come, 
but they may also cost them, oth-
ers caution.

Rising House Prices
Greenbelt is home to one of 

the original and oldest-running 
cooperative communities, devel-
oped by former President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s Green Towns 
program. While the FBI head-
quarters relocation is a great 
investment for Prince George’s 
County, it is likely to increase 
housing prices, among other 
downsides. This would conflict 
with Greenbelt’s history of of-
fering affordable housing, par-
ticularly through the housing 
co-operative, Greenbelt Homes, 
Inc. (GHI). 

It may “result in some gen-
trification where housing prices 
might actually go up because 
a lot of the workers will want 
to live closer,” said Greenbelt 
Mayor Emmett Jordan. He ac-
knowledges the relocation as a 
mixed bag of advantages and 
disadvantages for the community.

Realtors’ Perspectives
The health of Greenbelt’s 

economy greatly impacts its 
housing market. According to 
Kim Kash, a Compass real estate 
agent and Greenbelt resident, the 
relocation of the FBI headquarters 
raises the question of housing 
affordability as prices will likely 
increase. “It’s going to bring 
more employment, probably more 
opportunities for other businesses 
… and it’s going to make hous-
ing prices increase,” said Kash.

Kash, who grew up in Green-
belt, is actively involved in her 
community as a board member 
for the local Co-op Supermarket 
and co-founder of the Greenbelt 
Farmers Market.

She acknowledges the reloca-
tion’s many benefits and says 
it is a great example of smart 
growth ‒ which is when develop-
ers “concentrate building around 
a public transportation hub.” The 
headquarters is next to the Green-
belt Metro station, which offers 
easy and efficient transportation 
to locals, commuters and visitors. 
Kash added that it will not please 
everyone, and is a “double-edged 
sword” because of the possible 
increase in property value. 

The relocation will make 
Prince George’s County, as a 

A Look at Home Prices, Changes
The FBI Headquarters May Bring

by Laura Charleston and Madi Eades

whole, more valuable, especially 
when surrounding counties have 
had investments in infrastructures, 
boosts to their economy and rein-
vigoration of cities. Examples in-
clude Montgomery County, where 
the National Institutes of Health 
is located, and Northern Virginia, 
which has seen significant fed-
eral investments as the home to 
the Pentagon as well as Quan-
tico Marine Corps Base, and also 
competed for the FBI headquar-
ters. In contrast, Prince George’s 
has not been so fortunate. “Prince 
George’s just sort of gets lost in 
the shuffle. But now, I think with 
all the new development that’s 
being focused on here, Greenbelt 
definitely has an opportunity to 
step up,” said Kash.

Speaking at a rally at Green-
belt Metro Station in November 
2022, County Executive Angela 
Alsobrooks said, “Decisions like 
this one have major generation-
al consequences,” pointing out 
wealth discrepancies between 
Prince George’s County and other 
counties that have received fed-
eral investments like Montgomery 
and Fairfax Counties (for more 
see the November 10, 2022, issue 
of the News Review).

Sarah Liska, a real estate 
agent for Freedom Realty, who 
also grew up here, believes the 
employees would rather commute 
from somewhere else, however, 
somewhere cheaper.

“Every generation coming into 
the possible age of home buy-
ing has very limited resources 
in terms of housing,” said Liska. 
“So I think our market is going 
to be driven by that primarily.” 
She is not looking forward to the 
“traffic pattern, road widening 
and development.”

“The bottom dries up,” Liska 
says to explain when high prices 
become average prices because 
they continue to rise. As the 
number of houses declines, the 
prices increase. Soon, what is 
considered too much becomes the 
latest average rate and the cycle 
continues. This may greatly affect 
lower-income persons who can-
not keep up with or afford these 
increasing rates.

A Local’s Perspective
One Greenbelt local is sure 

that the FBI headquarters, rising 
rates and infrastructure renova-
tions will bring gentrification to 
lower-income areas.

“I have no doubt, [it] is not 
going to happen immediately, but 
further down the road. I think it 
definitely will happen,” said Lois 
Rosado, a Greenbelt resident 
and retired CEO and dean of the 
SUNY-Brooklyn Educational and 
Opportunity Center.

Affordability
During the Great Depression, 

house values dropped, causing 
foreclosure rates to skyrocket.
Thus, then President Roosevelt 
created the Green Towns Program 
to combat the housing crisis. 
These towns offered affordable 
housing to low-income workers 
and families.

What makes Greenbelt unique 
is its cooperative community. As 
a housing cooperative, GHI oper-
ates on the principle of shared 
responsibility, aiming to enhance 
housing affordability. Each resi-
dent contributes to the mainte-
nance and upkeep of not only 
their own home but the entire 
community. This collaborative 
approach fosters a sense of own-
ership and aids in making deci-
sions in the best interest of all 
residents.

Today, this green town co-op 
community, now GHI, welcomes 
the relocation, which it hopes 
will benefit the cooperative and 
Greenbelt as a whole. GHI cur-
rently manages 1,600 units rang-
ing from single-bedroom units 
to townhouses to a few single-
family homes. According to its 
General Manager James Claggett, 
through collective efforts, the 
cooperative has maintained a 
diverse environment for its resi-
dents.

“I think it’s going to be able 
to bring in new businesses, up-
graded restaurants and stores 
of that magnitude,” said Bruce 
Mangum, GHI’s contract proces-
sor. Mangum and Claggett said 
they are excited to welcome new 
families to diversify and enhance 
the co-op.

However, the possible rise in 
property values would increase 
down payments. Mangum said 
this would not impact the cost of 
maintaining the co-op, but first-
time homeowners would find it 
more difficult because they would 
have to come up with more mon-
ey upfront. 

Affordability has changed over 
the years due to inflation. The 
relocation of the FBI headquar-
ters could further decrease the 
affordability of Greenbelt, which 
was founded with a purpose of 
offering affordable homes for 
working-class families. Jordan 
and the city council are work-
ing to combat the downsides 
and maintain the character of 
Greenbelt after the headquarters 
is established.

Laura Charleston and Madi 
Eades are University of Maryland 
students at the Philip Merrill 
College of Journalism writing for 
the News Review. 

Jan Derry takes a few minutes off from a blustery day on Eys-
turoy Island in the Faroes to catch up on the news from back 
home.

Carol Slatin reads the News Review on the Glen Alps trail 
near Anchorage.
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Greenbelters Travel

http://www.mccarldental.com
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Greenbelt 
Farmers 
Market

GreenbeltFarmersMarket.org 

Sundays 10a - 2p
Southway and Centerway

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

CELEBRATE CO-OP
MONTH WITH BAKING

Frontier Co-op Organic Valley
Frontier Co-op is dedicated to sourcing the
highest-quality spices, herbs and botanical
products— all while creating life-changing
opportunities for growers and employees.
Their commitment is to provide Fair Trade

Certified products, so that consumers can
know their purchases support healthy and

thriving communities at the source.

Organic Valley is the largest farmer-
owned organic cooperative in the U.S.

and one of the world’s largest
organic consumer brands. They were

founded in 1988 to sustain family
farms through organic farming.

In one night, 16 cars were 
broken into in Greenbelt. Their 
windows were smashed and air-
bags and tires stolen. Eight cas-
es were in Greenbelt East, five 
in Greenbelt West and three in 
Greenbelt Center, reported the 
Greenbelt Police Department on 
October 2.

“It is unknown if this is a 
group, multiple groups or just 
a single individual behind these 
crimes,” Greenbelt Police Sgt. 
Charles Wooten told the News 
Review. “No suspects at this 
time.”

The break-ins occurred at ho-
tel parking lots and a car dealer-
ship, with perpetrators taking 
laptops, speakers and tires. In one 
case, multiple Honda parts were 
stolen, including a hood, head-
light, bumper, trunk and taillight, 
Wooten wrote.

“These crimes usually take 
place during late evening and ear-
ly morning hours,” Wooten told 
the News Review. “They happen 
nearly every day throughout the 
region to some extent.”

The theft  of airbags and 
wheels of certain car models, 
like Hondas, has been an ongoing 
trend, Wooten noted. 

Greenbelt Police Department’s 
Ricardo Dennis told the News 
Review that the extent of the 
thefts from the vehicles, in ad-
dition to the number hit, was 
unusual for the city.

“They knew what they were 
doing,” Dennis told the News Re-
view. “Not everyone can remove 
an airbag without setting off an 
alarm, working at night and pret-
ty quickly.”  Wheels are big and 
heavy and you need to plan to 
transport 10 to 15 of them, he 
noted.  “It’s not something we 
consistently have in Greenbelt; 
not something typical for us to 
deal with,” he said.

The cost of repairs varies from 

16 Cars Broken Into in a Single
Night; Airbags, Parts Taken

by Randy Chow

vehicle to vehicle, Wooten wrote. 
For the Hondas, officers report-
ed about $500 in repair costs 
for each damaged window. The 
wheels stolen from a Toyota cost 
about $2,800.

Tim Barnhill, whose car was 
broken into at Woodspring Suites’ 
parking lot, an extended stay 
hotel at Greenway Center, told 
DC News Now that while some 
valuables were left behind, per-
petrators inflicted significant dam-
age. “The damage is $300 for 
the window, and this morning, it 
took me 45 minutes to vacuum 
out all the glass, and who knows 
how much glass is left in my 
seats and carpet,” Barnhill said. 
He travels for his job, and the 
break-in has greatly disrupted 
him right before he has to cross 
state lines for an upcoming job. 
“This is at the end of a work 
contract for me, and I have to 
be at my next contract in Min-
neapolis, so I have to have this 
[dealt with] within the next day 
or two,” Barnhill said. “This is a 
pinch and a burden I’ve been put 
into all [of] a sudden.”

There are periodic incidents 
of numerous thefts like this in 

the Washington, D.C., area and 
usually the same location isn’t 
targeted again for several months. 
In June, the Greenbelt Police De-
partment put out a warning about 
thieves targeting Nissan Infinitis 
due to thefts from those vehicles 
in nearby cities, though Green-
belt was not hit in that wave. 
Greenbelt’s proximity to major 
highways such as Interstate 495 
and the Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway might make it attractive 
to groups of thieves targeting dif-
ferent cities in the area.

Residents should be vigilant 
of their surroundings, park in 
well-lit areas, lock their vehicles 
and not leave objects of value in 
plain sight, Wooten advised. He 
added that investing in anti-theft 
devices, like an auto alarm, wheel 
lug locks and a steering wheel 
club can serve as deterrents.

“We ask anyone with informa-
tion in reference to these crimes, 
or to report suspicious activity, to 
call us at 301-474-7200,” Wooten 
stated.

Randy Chow is a student at 
the University of Maryland's 
Philip Merrill College of Journal-
ism writing for the News Review.

Petra Sanchez, right, shows some of her amazing harvest of 
squash blossoms from her plot in the Henry’s Hollow commu-
nity garden on August 31. Fellow gardener Deanna Dawson 
holds one of the baskets of Sanchez’s flowers.
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Once orange all over, these short-lived fruiting bodies of 
a stinkhorn fungus now look like witches' fingers, as they 
start to decay from the top down on Hillside Road — a 
reminder that Halloween and cooler weather will be here 
soon.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
SU

SA
N

 C
A

H
IL

L

This widow skimmer dragonfly was observed near Hamilton 
Place.
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Police Blotter

Incident Summary
Greenbelt Police Department 

reported one domestic incident 
with an arrest and one sexual 
assault. On October 1 a young 
man went missing and was later 
located safe. On October 2 near 
550 Crescent Road a man was 
arrested on a warrant from the 
Worcester County Sheriff’s Office. 
Another man was arrested on a 
warrant and taken to the Upper 
Marlboro Department of Correc-
tions after he was caught speed-
ing in a vehicle with passenger 
side damage and a broken mirror 
hanging from the vehicle.  

Assault
On October 2 at 6:18 p.m. 

near 6000 Greenbelt Road, a 
man got into a physical fight with 
security. He was arrested and 
identified. 

Break-in
On September 30 at 12:56 

a.m. near 9100 Springhill Lane, 
a woman secured both door locks 
when she left her residence, but 
upon returning, she discovered 
her front door may have been 
tampered with because a screw 
was missing from the bottom 
door knob. 

Disorderly
On October 1 at 1:38 p.m. 

near 7500 Hanover Parkway, a 
client refused to leave an office 
and was being disruptive. Officers 
sent him on his way without fur-
ther incident.

DUI Arrests
On October 4 at 12:09 a.m. 

near 6301 Ivy Lane, during a 
traffic stop, a driver was found 
under the influence of alcohol, 
arrested and charged with DUI.

On October 5 at 12:26 a.m. 
near Kenilworth Avenue and 
Greenbelt Road, a driver was 
driving on the wrong side of the 
road and was found slumped over 
the wheel with alcoholic beverage 
containers in the vehicle. He was 
arrested and charged with DUI. 

Fraud
On September 30 near 9111 

Edmonston Road, a business 
discovered that fraudulent checks 
were being sent out from their 
banking account.  

On October 2 near 400 Ridge 
Road, a fraudulent Verizon ac-
count was opened.

On October 2 near 5209 South 
Center Drive, a check was altered 
and cashed. The bank is investi-
gating.  

Shoplifting 
On October 1 at 8:00 p.m. 

near 5910 Greenbelt Road, two 
men were shoplifting; at 12:06 
p.m. near 6100 Greenbelt Road, 
a man placed several items into 
a cart and left without paying; at 
12:21 p.m. near 7595 Greenbelt 
Road, a woman stole party bal-
loons and left in a black BMW. 

On October 2 at 7:52 p.m. 
near 7595 Greenbelt Road, a man 
and woman stole items and fled.

On October 4 at 1:01 p.m. 
near 7583 Greenbelt Road, a 
man and a woman filled two bags 
with merchandise and fled in a 
dark gray four-door Infiniti with 
paper tags. 

On October 4 at 6:20 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, three 
juveniles were arrested for shop-
lifting and banned from the loca-
tion; one had a warrant through 
the Prince George’s County Sher-
iff’s office. Her mother was con-
tacted.

On October 4 at 7:01 p.m. 

Incidents reported here occurred September 30 - October 6, 2024.  Readers are encouraged to contact the police if they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the 
non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.
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ACC Carpets
Retail at Wholesale prices
We have over 10,000 yds. 
of carpet in stock for im-
mediate installation.
Vinyl Flooring, Wood, 
Custom cutting and bind-
ing available

10220 Southard Drive 
Beltsville, MD 

(right next to Costco)

10% discount with this Ad
410-490-1836

near 7607 Greenbelt Road, two 
men and a woman stole items; 
at 8:41 p.m. near 6000 Green-
belt Road, a man tried to steal 
a cart full of groceries; his cart 
tipped over and he fled; at 10:18 
p.m. near 7607 Greenbelt Road, 
a woman left her phone on the 
counter, and when she returned 
it was gone; security footage 
showed a man in an orange 
hoodie take it and leave. 

Theft
On September 30 near 8227 

Canning Terrace, a FedEx pack-
age was stolen from a front 
porch.

On October 2 near 42 Ridge 
Road, a lawn chair was stolen 
from a yard. 

On October 6 at 10:04 a.m. 
near 9 Research Road, someone 
working in the building stole 
money from a woman. 

Threats
On October 2 near 9100 

Springhill Lane, someone was 
calling and texting threats of 
harm to a woman and her family. 

Juvenile Trespassing
On October 1 at 7:47 p.m. 

near 420 Ridge Road, four 
youngsters were playing and got 
into an unlocked vacant unit. 
They were released to their par-
ents. 

Vandalism
On September 30 at 1:11 

a.m. near 6717 Springshire Way, 
someone wrote on the basement 
door with possible lipstick and 
threw eggs and mustard at the 
door.

On October 2 at 9:34 p.m. 
near 6220 Breezewood Drive, a 
bedroom window was smashed, 
probably part of an ongoing dis-
pute. 

Vehicle Crimes 
Stolen Vehicles

Five vehicles were stolen: on 
October 1 near Lakeside Drive, 
a gray 2020 Kia Sportage (Md. 
2FL4064), and near 9158 Spring-
hill Court, a black 2022 Acura 
TLX; on October 3 near 6000 
Greenbelt Road, a black 2021 
Chevy Tahoe (Md. 8GD3572); 
on October 5 near 143 Westway, 
a white 2018 Hyundai Sonata 
(Md. 2EK9779); and on October 
6 near 6208 Breezewood Court, 
a black 2015 Toyota Camry (Md. 
3GD3255). 

Attempted Theft of Auto
On October 3 at 10:08 p.m. 

near 7825 Mandan Road, a man 
was seen breaking into and enter-
ing cars. He ran but was arrested. 

On October 5 at 1:21 a.m. 
near 5823 Cherrywood Lane, 
someone was tampering with a 
vehicle, but ran away when lights 
were turned on.  

Stolen Vehicles Located
On September 30 near 6000 

Greenbelt Road, officers found 
a damaged Hyundai Elantra that 
had been stolen from Montgom-
ery County.

On October 1 near 7801 Man-
dan Road, an officer noticed a 
white Infiniti Q50 with Virginia 
tags belonging to a different ve-
hicle. A VIN check showed it 
was stolen. 

On October 1 near 9013 
Breezewood Terrace, a damaged 
Hyundai was found blocking a 
dumpster, but it was not reported 
stolen.  

On October 2 near 6000 
Greenbe l t  Road ,  a  woman 
thought her vehicle was stolen 
but later found it.

Theft from Auto
On September 30 near 6900 

Hanover Parkway, a wallet and 
glasses were taken from an un-
locked vehicle.

On October 2 near 6109 
Breezewood Court, airbags were 
stolen from three Hondas: a 
2017, 2018 and a 2021 which 
was also missing the front bum-
per, hood, headlights, trunk and 
taillights.

On October 2 near 7480 
Greenway Center Drive, someone 
broke windows on nine vehicles 
and stole items.

On October 2, all four wheels 
were stolen from several vehicles, 
including a 2019 Toyota Camry 
near 6320 Golden Triangle Drive, 
vehicles near 8000 Greenbelt 
Station Parkway and 8200 Miner 
Street. Security video showed two 
individuals stealing wheels and 
tires near 6500 Capitol Drive. On 
October 3, wheels, tires and other 
items were stolen from vehicles 
near 219 Lakeside Drive and near 
6301 Golden Triangle Drive.

Items were stolen from ve-
hicles on October 3 near 219 
Lakeside Drive and near 159 
Westway; near 7536 Mandan 
Road, a wallet was taken from 
an unlocked vehicle. The owner 
cancelled his credit cards and no 
damage was done to the vehicle.  

Vandalism to Auto
On October 2 near 9108 

Springhill Lane, a gray 2024 
Honda had a window broken.

On October 4 at 12:53 a.m. 
near 155 Westway, a Maryland 

State Police cruiser had a win-
dow broken and the glove com-
partment ransacked; near 6158 
Springhill Terrace, someone dam-
aged a vehicle.   

On October 6 near 6223 
Springhill Court, a rear wind-
shield was broken; near 7808 
Hanover Parkway, a sunroof was 
broken.

Resident Carjacked 
At Gunpoint on Ridge Rd 
On Monday, October 7 around 5:30 
p.m., Greenbelt Police received 
a report of an armed carjacking 
in the vicinity of 51 Court Ridge 
Road. A resident reported their Nis-
san automobile was taken by two 
individuals, one armed with a gun. 
The victim was not injured. Police 
pursued the vehicle onto I-495 but 
the car got away. No further details 
are available. 

The Greenbelt Police Depart-
ment reported that stolen vehicle 
cases fell to 197 this year from 
460 for the same period last year.

Law enforcement agencies 
nationwide saw a surge in stolen 
vehicle reports in past years, said 
Officer Ricardo Dennis, Greenbelt 
Police Department spokesperson.

Motor vehicle thefts in the 
city rose from 75 cases in 2019 
to 540 by 2023, according to 
the police department’s monthly 
crime reports. 

Stolen Hyundai and Kia re-
ports nationwide increased by 
more than 1,000 percent between 
the first half of 2020 and the first 
half of 2023, according to the 
Highway Loss Data Institute, a 
nonprofit that tracks insurance 
statistics. “The rise in auto thefts 
was not unique to the City of 
Greenbelt,” Dennis said. “This 
issue was widespread throughout 
the country.”

A viral series of TikTok vid-
eos posted in 2021 revealed a 
manufacturing issue that thieves 
exploited to break into some 
Hyundai and Kia models. The 
problem has since been patched, 
Dennis said.

Auto Thefts Dropping 
This year auto thefts have 

begun to fall. Dennis said some 
major contributors to the decreas-

Motor Vehicle Thefts Down
After Five-year Surge Here

by Randy Chow

ing trend were the department’s 
actions, like identifying and ap-
prehending individuals respon-
sible for stealing motor vehicles, 
communicating with other law 
enforcement agencies, giving 
away steering-wheel locks to 
local drivers and focusing the de-
partment’s command staff, which 
identifies areas with higher re-
ports of crime and adjusts patrol 
units to target those areas.

A Prince George’s County 
Police Department spokesperson 
cited the county police’s consis-
tent communication with its re-
gional partners in sharing critical 
information as a significant con-
tribution in the recent decreasing 
trend countywide.

In Prince George’s County Di-
vision II, which includes Green-
belt, a county police department 
spokesperson said that stolen 
vehicle reports decreased 11.2 
percent in its most recent year 
to date.

“We are happy that our efforts 
within Greenbelt have brought 
the numbers back down, and we 
will continue to work to prevent 
these and other types of crime,” 
said Dennis.

Randy Chow is a student at 
the University of Maryland's 
Philip Merrill College of Journal-
ism writing for the News Review.

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
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LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 
A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 

OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 
Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 
SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 
DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

 

 
GHI Closed Meeting – starts at 7:00 p.m. - closed to members and visitors 

a) Approval of Minutes of the Closed Meeting held on July 11, 2024 
b) 2024 Contract for Underground Utility Repairs- 2nd Reading 
c) Member Matters  

 

GHI Open Meeting – starts at 7:30 p.m. - open to members and visitors 
a) Statement of Closed Meeting held on October 3, 2024 
b) Statement of Closed Meeting held on October 17, 2024 
c) Approval of Minutes of the Open Meeting held on July 11, 2024 
d) Pilot Pipe Replacement Project Lesson Learned 
e) Building Committee Request to Revisit Installing Heat Pump Water Heaters in Frame Homes 
f) Building Committee Request to Revisit Installing Heat Pump Water Heaters in Masonry Homes 
g) Compensation GPS Results 
h) GHI Financials 3rd Quarter 
i) Motion to Hold a Closed Meeting on November 7, 2024 

 

Members and visitors who wish to attend the Open meetings must register in advance via the 
following link: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtd-uuqzoiG9XHGq9rswP_N9LZj33gbi9r 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
Meetings of the GHI Board of Directors 

on October 17, 2024 
 
 GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

 

GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 

To request a sign language interpreter for a board meeting,  
go to http://www.ghi.coop/content/interpreter-request-form, 
or go to the GHI Office (One Hamilton Place) or contact us 
by phone (301-474-4161) or fax (301-474-4006). 

Regular Board meetings are open to Members 
For more information, visit our website: www.ghi.coop 

 

PGFD continued from page 1

the eight-minute standard. Tragi-
cally, the gentleman experiencing 
anaphylactic shock did not sur-
vive,” said the city, in their letter.

PGFD’s Response: Paramedic 
Ambulance 858 was dispatched 
at 4:09 p.m. and arrived on scene 
at 4:13 p.m., a response time of 
four minutes. In addition, Para-
medic Engine 848 was dispatched 
at 4:09 p.m. and arrived on scene 
at 4:16 p.m., a response time of 
seven minutes.

The Greenbelt News Review 
has independently verified that 
a resident placed the 911 call 
at 4:06 p.m. and that call lasted 
eight minutes. According to the 
resident, the responder hung up 
as soon as the ambulance ar-
rived, making the arrival time 
4:14 p.m. by their cellphone call 
and the time from 911 call to ar-
rival eight minutes.

• September 1, 2024: “A 
3-year-old child was struck by 
a vehicle on Ridge Road, with 

response times exceeding 13 min-
utes for this critical emergency,” 
stated the city.

PGFD’s Response: Medic Unit 
812 was dispatched at 9:18 p.m. 
and was on scene at 9:27 p.m., 
a response time of nine minutes. 
In addition, Truck 814 was dis-
patched at 9:18 p.m. and arrived 
on scene at 9:23 p.m., a response 
time of five minutes.

• September 23, 2024: “A fire 
alarm was triggered at Green 
Ridge House, our city’s senior 
housing complex, and PGFD 
classified the call as nonpriority, 
resulting in a delayed response 
time of 23 minutes,” said the 
city.

PGFD’s Response: Engine 828 
was dispatched at 10:26:52 a.m. 
and on scene at 10:41:27 a.m., 
a response time of 14 minutes. 
A formal investigation has been 
initiated into the Green Ridge 
House response and two firefight-

25 CRESCENT ROAD | GREENBELT, MD 20770 
WWW.GREENBELTMD.GOV | (301) 474-8000 

 
 

          
A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
 

 

October 2, 2024 
 
Chief Tiffany Green 
Prince George’s County Fire/EMS Department 
9201 Basil Court, 4th Floor East 
Largo, Maryland 20774 
 
Dear Chief Green, 
 
I would like to extend our gratitude for sending Public Information Officer Alan Doubleday to represent 
Prince George's County Fire/EMS Department (PGFD) at the community meeting on September 12, 
2024. While we appreciate having a representative from PGFD attend, I must express that we did not 
gain any new insights, nor did we receive any commitments on the items or collaboration we have 
repeatedly requested from you and your office. 
 
We are also concerned that the periodic updates you promised have not been provided frequently (a 
minimum of every 2 weeks), and to date, we have not received a response to our letter dated August 
30th. More concerning is the evidence we have received indicating that the PGFD may not be properly 
tracking calls by their priority level or meeting the standards of coverage to which PGFD has committed. 
 
For example, based on reports from residents, the following incidents are cause for serious concern: 

• September 18, 2024: A medical emergency occurred on Gardenway, where the response time 
appears to have exceeded the 8-minute standard. Tragically, the gentleman experiencing 
anaphylactic shock passed away. 

• September 1, 2024: A 3-year-old child was struck by a vehicle on Ridge Road, with response 
times exceeding 13 minutes for this critical emergency. 

• September 23, 2024: A fire alarm was triggered at Green Ridge House, our city’s senior 
housing complex, and PGFD classified the call as nonpriority, resulting in a delayed response 
time of 23 minutes. 

 
While we understand that PGFD’s records may differ, we welcome any data that can clarify these 
discrepancies so we can better understand the response times. 
 
Given your office's lack of responsiveness to our repeated requests for data sharing, we have begun to 
question the accuracy of the reports and response times you have provided. Trust and communication 
were meant to be key components of the success of your temporary staffing plan. However, your office’s 
failure to respond to our requests has eroded our confidence in the information being shared. 
 
These incidents are extremely alarming. They highlight our concerns that PGFD’s response times are 
not meeting the necessary standards for our community’s safety and well-being. We urgently request a  
direct response from your office regarding these incidents, the raw data that we have repeated requested 
and ask for immediate updates on the actions PGFD will take to address these serious issues. 
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Finally, these incidents reinforce our ongoing concerns that the summer staffing plan is inadequate in 
providing the necessary coverage for our residents. With these terrible incidents and the conclusion of 
the summer season, it is clear that this temporary experiment needs to end, and our career firefighters 
must return to Greenbelt. Failing to do so is reckless and further endangers the lives of our residents. I 
strongly urge you to reinstate our career firefighters at Greenbelt Fire Station immediately. 
 
We remain committed to working collaboratively to reintegrate the career firefighters into the 
Greenbelt community and ensure the safety of our residents. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
     
____________________________________ 
Emmett V. Jordan, Mayor 
 
 
_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Kristen L.K. Weaver, Mayor Pro-Tem   Jenni A. Pompi, Council Member 
 
 
_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Silke I. Pope, Council Member    Rodney M. Roberts, Council Member 
 
 
_____________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Danielle P. McKinney, Council Member  Amy E. Knesel, Council Member                                         
 
                                                          
CC: Senator Alonzo T. Washington 

Delegate Anne Healey 
Delegate Ashanti Martinez 
Delegate Nicole Williams 
County Council Chair Jolene Ivey 
Council Council Vice-Chair Sydney J. Harrison 
County Council Member Calvin S. Hawkins, II 
County Council Member Thomas E. Dernoga 
County Council Member Wanika B. Fisher 
County Council Member Eric C. Olson 
County Council Member Ingrid S. Watson 
County Council Member Wala Blegay 
County Council Member Krystal Oriadha 
County Council Member Edward P. Burroughs III 
Four Cities Coalition 
Josué Salmerón, City Manager 

ers have been suspended pending 
the outcome, reported Doubleday.

See the September 26 and 
October 3 issues of the News 
Review for our coverage of the 
fire alarm response.

PGFD Responds to Letter
Doubleday told the News Re-

view that PGFD is drafting a 
response letter. “The Fire/EMS 
Department has formally commu-
nicated with the City of Green-
belt no less than 18 times since 
June 4, 2024,” he said. “Other 
than one response time delay that 
was attributed to personnel violat-
ing department policy, the Fire/
EMS Department has maintained 
an average response time of less 
than eight minutes in this area 
since June 30, 2024,” he said, but 
he did not respond to how the 
eight-minute average was calcu-
lated – seemingly the average of 
all response times. 

Hummingbird moth on phlox
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Senior Nutrition
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunch for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Commu-
nity Center beginning at 11:30 
a.m. Meals must be reserved 
two weeks ahead so that enough 
food is ordered. Participants must 
complete a registration form in 
person at the Community Center 
office, Monday through Friday 
between 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
There is a suggested donation. 
Call 301-397-2208, ext. 4215 
with questions. 

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each 
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for 
older adults, include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 

Letter from the city to Prince George's Fire Department



Thursday, October 10, 2024	          GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	 Page 13

 

COMPANION SERVICE 
Joann Memory 

Over 25 years of experience 
Cooking, medication reminders, errands, arts and crafts, 

companionship, personal care including: bathing, toileting, 
dressing, and grooming.  Experienced in feeding tubes, catheters, 

colostomy bags, and trach care. 
 

If interested please call me at (570) 362-8857. 
 

ARMORY continued from page 1

kinds of contaminants.” 
Condition of the Property
Greenbelt’s City Council will 

tour the property this week. “I 
want council to have some good 
information, to have seen it for 
themselves, so they can see the 
conditions,” Salmerón told the 
News Review. “It’s one thing to 
tell them, ‘hey ... major copper 
wiring has been stripped out,’ it’s 
one thing to say that but another 
for them to see that the electrical 
panels, during the time that this 
property has been unoccupied, 
people have gone in there and 
done all kinds of stuff – stripped 
out the copper wiring, they start-
ed cutting copper piping from the 
heating system ... the electricity, 
basically you can’t count on any 
of it because it’s been tampered 
with, so major headaches when it 
comes to some of those systems,” 
said Salmerón.

Future Usage
Despite the daunting condition, 

the Armory offers opportunities 
for future usage that many are 
excited about. The city has been 
conducting a feasibility study 
to determine the possibilities 
for the future of the building. 
The study was funded through 
$150,000 of American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds. Among 
the concepts being considered 
and outlined are using the build-
ing for municipal services or for 
a new fire station. They are also 

working through feedback from 
residents to come up with a com-
munity-led concept. From resident 
suggestions, there’s a contingency 
that wants housing, said Salm-
erón, and also space and services 
for CARES, which he sees fitting 
into municipal services. In 2021, 
when the acquisition was being 
planned, council was excited over 
the possibilities for office space 
and potentially a new fire station 
for Greenbelt. Then they were 
unsure if a station on the site 
would require demolition of the 
Armory but, as the News Review 
reported at the time, council was 
reluctant to demolish it. Salmerón 
says nothing has been ruled out 
yet. The feasibility study will be 
presented to council on October 
14.

Immediate Needs
In the meantime, money needs 

to be found for the basic neces-
sities of stabilizing and securing 
the property. Salmerón hopes 
money might be reallocated from 
ARPA funds, “otherwise we’re 
going to have to use general 
fund money somehow because 
we need money this year for it,” 
he said. Public Works is currently 
using its resources to lock doors 
and repair windows. The city was 
already keeping up the grounds. 
“Now we’re responsible for it,” 
said Salmerón, who noted that 
money needed to be allocated and 
expenses tracked.

The Armory
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UTAH continued from page 1

precedent and found that the 
News Review case had, in fact, 
been cited in oral arguments at 
the start of the Utah court case.  
The News Review offered moral 
support and asked to be kept ap-
prised.

Validation
More recently, a joyful Utah 

editor let us know that the case 
had been emphatically thrown out 
by the court, providing a copy 
of the 40+-page ruling that ac-
companied the case’s dismissal.  
The document cited a ponderous 
list of deficiencies and misrepre-
sentations in the plaintiff’s case 
and fully upheld the newspaper’s 
reporting.  Although the News 
Review’s case was not mentioned 
specifically in the written docu-
ment, the judgment echoed the 
same arguments – that a newspa-
per was free to report the speech 
of others and that a statement 
was only defamatory if it wasn’t 
true.

Down the Ages  
It is pleasing to think that 

the heroic efforts of the News 
Review in the late 1960s (when 
the newspaper kept fighting even 
though two lower courts had 
ruled against it) are still an active 
force against those who would 
muzzle a free press from accu-
rately reporting local news.  

UTOPIA continued from page 1

site of a 19th century lynching to 
the National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice. The film’s director, 
Justinian Dispenza, also made 
Looking Inward: Black History 
& the Arts, about artists who 
explored thousands of documents 
and images about Black history 
in the Chesapeake region to in-
spire their own art works.

Sports and Music
Beisbol: The Legends of Puer-

to Rico recounts how African 
American baseball players, pro-
fessionally banned in the Ameri-
can big leagues from the 1920s 
to the 1960s, were welcomed 
to play in Puerto Rico. Negro 
League Baseball Comes to Green-
belt includes interviews with 
original Negro League players 
who visited Greenbelt and shared 
their stories. Another sport, ten-
nis, is the focus of Almost Heav-
en, about a Pittsburgh tennis club 
that decided to become more 
inclusive.  The sport of power-
lifting, a form of weight-lifting, 
is explored in the documentary 
Power Through, as 85-year-old 
powerlifter Jim Gallagher con-
fronts obstacles, including the 
Covid epidemic, in his 2020 
quest for a world record.

But obstacles didn’t stop Ola 
Belle Reed, a gifted musician 
from Appalachia who made her 
mark on country and bluegrass 
music as its popularity grew in 
the 1960s. The poignant, music-
filled documentary I’ve Endured: 
The Music and Legacy of Ola 
Belle Reed tells the compelling 
story of a woman who devoted 
her life to making mountain mu-
sic and helping those in need. 
This film will lift the heart.

Environment
Other works focus on the 

environment. Saving Walden’s 
World documents the ethical cri-
sis faced by an arms dealer trou-
bled by the impact of weapons 
on the environment who seeks 
to redeem himself. Look Down 
Not Up follows the 2022 journey 
of scientists and citizen-scientists 
through Nepal and the Everest 
region to discover and document 
mushroom species.  

Animation
The animation Lunatic is 

about abandoned astronaut An-
tonio, left alone on the moon to 
grimly observe human trash float-
ing through the atmosphere.

Another animation, I Create 
as I Speak, takes a playful and 
provocative look at the power 
of computer-generated ‒ or AI 
‒ art. For the Utopia Film Fes-

tival Committee, the quality and 
quantity of excellent independent 
films reflects the technological 
advances that have opened film-
making up to thousands of cre-
ators of all ages.

History
“In  2005,  a  smal l  cadre 

of GATe staff and members 
launched the Greenbelt Utopia 
Film and Video Festival,” recalled 
Utopia Executive Director Chris 
Haley, noting that earliest film 
formats accepted by Utopia in-
cluded VHS, Betamax and even a 
few reel-to-reel films. The festival 
name was shortened, and eventu-
ally DVDs took over. But today 
all works are submitted online, 
and volunteer screeners evaluate 
films from home or with others at 
the GATe television station in the 
Community Center. Along with 
numerous films from American 
filmmakers, this year’s selections 
include works from The Nether-
lands, China, Iran, Nepal, Kenya, 
Turkey, Puerto Rico and Canada.

Greenbelt resident and long-
time-Utopia helper Rebecca  
Holober looks forward to meeting 
filmmakers who often come great 
distances to interact with Utopia 
audiences. 

“Being part of a film festi-
val allows me to contribute to 
the celebration and appreciation 
of cinema and to help create a 
memorable experience for festival 
attendees,” she said.  

For more information about 
venues, tickets and schedule, visit 
utopiafilmfestival.org and the ad 
on page 16.

I've Endured

Just Another Bombing?
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Millard County Chroni-
cle Progress banner
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http://utopiafilmfestival.org
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $4.00 minimum for 15 words. $1 for each 1-5 ad-

ditional words. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office 
by 6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op 
grocery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.90/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($16.35). Dead-
line 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads. 
Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

 
 

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  
  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  

We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  
    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 
www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

 

HELP WANTED

HIRING HAIRSTYLIST – Com-
mission only, Greenbelt area, must 
have a following. Call Dominick  
301-980-9200.

SUBSTITUTE DELIVERY DRIVER 
for occasional Thursday mornings, 
4-5 hours. Deliver newspapers to 
carriers, stores, offices, and newspaper 
boxes in Greenbelt. Requires vehicle 
similar in size to a mini-van, enclosed 
for rain protection. Email circ@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

MERCHANDISE

CHRISTMAS? Star Wars, Star Trek, 
Hess Trucks, Comics, Model Cars, 
Coins, Peddle Car, Sport Cards and 
Dinnerware.  Gary:  301-809-0291

COLLECTIBLES – Small collector 
pays cash for coins/collections. Call 
Gary, 301-809-0291. Will come to you.

NOTICE

MISHKAN TORAH invites you to 
join us for the High Holidays this 
year! Come and celebrate in our warm, 
friendly, and inclusive Jewish commu-
nity. Interfaith and LGBTQ+ families 
are very welcome. We will have Rosh 
Hashanah services October 2-4 and 
Yom Kippur services October 11-12. 
Children’s services will be available. 
Learn more and register on our website: 
MishkanTorah.org.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS, WIFI, PRINTERS – 
Documents Printing: Pickup, Dropoff, 
Training, Installing, Repairing,  
Troubleshooting. JBS, 240-601-4163.

T H E  F O R C E  F R E E  WAY 
D O G  T R A I N I N G  –  P r i v a t e 
Sessions,  Classes ,  Workshops, 
theforcefreewaydogtraining.com  
919-864-0229

YARDWORK – mowing, weeding, 
weed-whacking, trim and prune bushes. 
Call 410-940-9945 and ask for John.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration. 831-247-0043 www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all flooring products. Specializing 
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customflooringllc.net

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

HOUSE CLEANING – I have Green-
belt references, a new vacuum cleaner 
and cleaning supplies; Melody Dodson, 
301-256-6937.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION – 
Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, slides 
to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT tapes 
to CD. Home 240-295-3994, Cell 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com,  
301-318-5472 .  Insu red .  Vi sa , 
M a s t e r C a r d ,  D i s c o v e r.  w w w.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

LICENSED MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – Will do all repairs and new 
installations. 20+ years’ experience. 
Call Desmond 301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Mike Smith, 
301-346-0840.

CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven days 
a week. By a lifetime animal lover and 
caregiver. Offered for dogs, cats, and 
other small animals. Call Kim at 301-
520-6708 for appointment or with any 
questions.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

YARD/MOVING SALES

LAKEWOOD COMMUNITY Yard 
Sale – Saturday, October 19, 8:30 
a.m. – 2 p.m., 104 Greenhill Road, 120 
Greenhill Road, 8 Orange Court, 10 
Greenknolls Place, 11 Empire Place, 18 
Empire Place, 14 Fayette Place.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://MishkanTorah.org
http://theforcefreewaydogtraining.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com


Thursday, October 10, 2024	          GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	 Page 15

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703














    
     


    
 
   












  
 

    
    
     


  
     
    


   
        
 


     
   
     


     
  
      
     



   

    





 
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


 





 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Sports

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

301-213-4068
ROBLEROLANDSCAPINGLLC.COM
ROBLEROSLAWN@GMAIL.COM
LICENSED AND INSURED. MHIC 157555

A crescent moon adorned a 
sunset sky behind the Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School (ERHS) 
scoreboard during the Roosevelt 
Girls Soccer Tournament on Sat-
urday, October 5. The captivating 
gradient complemented two Roo-
sevelt victories during the three-
team tournament, which included 
Connelly School of the Holy 
Child and St. Mary’s Ryken. The 
private schools faced off in the 
first game with Holy Child earn-
ing a 4-2 victory after two early 
goals. Roosevelt then challenged 
Holy Child from the first whistle. 
Earning a plethora of corner kicks 
in the first quarter of the game, 
a goal seemed imminent, yet 
halftime came with a scoreless 
tie. Wingers Hariette Ngwatung 
and Jada Savage offered constant 
pressure, but the Tigers’ keep-
er stood tall. Not until midway 
through the second half did the 
Raiders strike. Leftback Alena 
Beckmann carried forward into 
the goalbox and after a defensive 
handball, the referee awarded an 
ERHS penalty kick. Senior Sadie 
Swart placed the shot to the left 
corner as the keeper dove op-
posite and the 1-0 lead would be 
all the Raiders needed as Nikki 
Lilja earned another clean sheet 
in goal.

The second game followed 
with St. Mary’s Ryken; the Raid-
ers used their team depth to earn 
a 3-2 victory after scoring a trio 

Fall Comes, Raiders Keep Winning
by Patrick Gleason

of early goals, highlighted by 
Ngwatung’s immaculate assist 
to Savage. She sent a diagonal 
cross from the right side that split 
Ryken’s centerbacks and Savage 
only had to beat the keeper from 
there. Despite two second-half 
goals from Ryken, the Raiders 
maintained the lead, left the eve-
ning with two victories and now 
possess a 10-0 record with two 
weeks left in the regular season. 
By winning the remaining county 
games, the Raiders would play 
in the county championship on 
October 23.

Junior Varsity
Meanwhile, the junior varsity 

notched two road victories on the 
week by besting Oxon Hill 3-0 
and Oakland Mills 5-1. Freshman 
speedster Morgan Parks earned a 
hat trick while Iris Gaycken and 
Alima Kargbo also scored in the 
victory on October 4. The Raiders 
have proven that they have count-
less scoring options in a season 
with a stiff out-of-county sched-
ule. Both teams hope to enjoy the 
immaculate fall weather during 
the regular season’s penultimate 
week.

Junior centerback Esther Obisesan and the ERHS varsity soccer 
team are undefeated with four games left in the regular season.
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Kayaks at Lake Artemesia

Lake Artemesia now has a self-service kayak station. Kayakers 
can download an app and rent a kayak, paddle and life jacket 
for $25 for two hours. Those who don’t own a kayak, or who 
find it too tough to kayak on Greenbelt Lake, might want to 
know about this nearby alternative.

- Photos by Brooke Kenny

http://r1md.com
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