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What Goes On
Monday, May 27
Memorial Day, City Offices 
Closed	
Wednesday, May 29
7:30 p.m., City Council Meet-
ing, Second Budget Public 
Hearing, Municipal Building

See the meetings calendar on 
page 5 or visit greenbeltmd.
gov for more information. 

The Green-
belt City Coun-
cil at its May 
13 meeting dis-
cussed and ap-
proved several 
motions autho-
rizing the pur-
chase of land 
c o n n e c t i n g 
Greenbelt Sta-
tion in Green-
belt West to the 
Greenbelt Metro 
station, a sec-
ond surveillance 
camera and a 
second shuttle 
b u s ,  a m o n g 
other issues its 
members  d is -
cussed.

Land Purchase
Council discussed and voted 

on an ordinance to purchase Par-
cel 84 which lies between the 
Greenbelt Station community and 
the Greenbelt Metro station. This 
parcel consists of slightly more 
than 22 acres, some of which 
includes what the agenda for this 
meeting describes as “signifi-
cant sensitive environmental fea-
tures” such as “wetlands, streams 
and tributaries.” There are also 

Greenbelt resident Steven 
Bernheisel usually bikes to the 
Metro, and then takes the train 
to work in Arlington, Va. But 
Friday, May 17, he joined about 
100 people who passed through 
Greenbelt for its Bike to Work 
Day pit stop.

Organized by the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Govern-
ments and the Washington Area 
Bicyclist Association (WABA), 
Bike to Work Day is designed to 

The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 
Program invites the community 
to celebrate Greenbelt’s 87th 
anniversary with an Artful After-
noon at the Community Center. 
On Sunday, June 2 from 1 to 3 
p.m., art makers of all ages are 
invited to join Greenbelt Rec-
reation Arts instructor Racquel 
Keller for a painting party on the 
front lawn. All experience levels 
are welcome. Participants can 
bring their favorite art supplies 
or use materials provided at the 
workshop to create fun, colorful 
artwork. Bring a picnic lunch and 
eat on the lawn. Sign up online 
(bit.ly/3R1hxbF) to reserve a spot 
for June 2. This activity will also 
be offered on Sunday, June 9 at 
Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-
ter, located at 6101 Cherrywood 
Lane; register at bit.ly/3UH0hsY 
for this session. 

Artists and picnickers gather-
ing on the Community Center 
lawn on June 2 will be serenaded 
between 1:30 and 2:30 p.m. by 
Greenbelt Recreation instruc-
tor Rachel Ann Cross and her 
ukulele students. At 3 p.m., the 
Greenbelt Concert Band will per-
form in the Community Center 
gymnasium. Their performance 

After its final budget workses-
sion on Wednesday, May 15, it 
appears that the Greenbelt City 
Council has two main questions 
to answer before it can adopt 
a budget for Fiscal Year 2025 
(FY 2025), which begins July 1. 
These are: Should they increase 
the Greenbelt Cinema’s annual 
stipend, and should they change 
how funds are allocated to city 
boards and committees. In addi-
tion, they might address a late re-
quest from the Greenbelt S.I.T.Y. 
(Sensational, Inspirational, Talent-
ed, Youth) Stars, a double dutch 
team founded by Austin Graves. 

There will be a public hear-
ing on the budget on Wednes-
day, May 29, with final passage 
scheduled for Monday, June 3. 

Council and staff made rela-
tively minor adjustments to the 
budget proposed by City Man-
ager Josué Salmerón.  In that 
proposal, FY 2025 revenues were 
estimated at $37.956 million and 
expenditures totaled $37.907 mil-
lion, leaving a slight surplus of 
revenues over expenditures of 
$49,500. Since the initial budget 
presentation, staff have identified 
some corrections/updates to the 
budget numbers and councilmem-
bers have appeared agreeable to a 

Budget FY 2025

City Council Approves Purchase
Of Land, Cameras and Shuttle Bus

by Michael Zeliff

Greenbelt’s Bike to Work Day
Attracts 100 Riders to Pit Stop

by Rasheeda Childress

Greenbelt Day 

Painting Party, Lunch and Lots
Of Music Fill the Days, June 2, 9

Budget FY 2025

Council Confronting Lingering
Questions in Final Budget Review 

by Diane Oberg

few other modifications. 
Notable among them are: a 

$39,600 negatvie correction to the 
animal control budget; an update 
to contract costs for the police 
department’s stun guns, body 
cameras and associated storage 
and software (+$60,000); $20,000 
to continue the service coordina-
tor program in the Greenbelt 
Assistance in Living (GAIL) pro-
gram, and a $76,000 increase, to 
$86,000, in the recreation depart-
ment’s special programs budget.  

This last item covers various 
camps and the Learn 2 Earn 
program, among others. City 

Two girls enjoy painting outside at a 2018 Artful Afternoon.
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will be followed by a 4 p.m. 
program by the Greenbelt Com-
munity Orchestra. The combined 
concert is free and requires no 
tickets or reservations. In the 
second half, members of both 
ensembles will join forces to 
perform Aaron Copland’s locally 
famous suite composed for the 
City of Greenbelt as part of his 

score for the 1939 film, The City. 
Artful Afternoon activities will 

follow a U.S. naturalization cer-
emony in the Community Center 
gym at noon. Additional activities 
include a free open house at the 
nearby Greenbelt Museum from 1 
to 5 p.m. For additional program 
information, visit greenbeltmd.
gov/arts.

Mayor Emmett Jordan and Councilmember Kristen Weaver par-
ticipate in Bike to Work Day on May 17.
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bring familiarity with cycling to 
the community and give people a 
chance to see whether they might 
like biking to work. In the region, 
more than 13,000 people partici-
pated in the event, according to 
WABA, and there were more than 
100 pit stops available – places 
where bikers could meet, grab 
goodies and mingle.

Greenbelt’s pit stop, held in 

remnants of a dirt road which 
plans envision becoming part of 
a walking and biking trail that 
will connect the townhouses and 
apartments of Greenbelt Station 
to the Greenbelt Metro station. 

Another reason for buying this 
land perhaps will be to build a 
proposed road connecting these 
two same entities. The Metro 
station is accessible via an exit 
off the Beltway, so building the 
proposed road to the Metro sta-

tion will con-
nect Greenbelt 
Road and Green-
belt Station in-
directly to the 
Beltway. Mayor 
E m m e t t  J o r -
dan, along with 
Councilmember 
Kristen Weaver 
and Greenbelt 
Planning Direc-
tor Terri Hruby, 
explained that 
purchasing Par-
cel 84 will max-
imize the city’s 
authority over 
how this land 
i s  deve loped . 
Councilmember 
Rodney Roberts 

responded that, while he supports 
purchasing land for conserva-
tion purposes, he opposes this 
authorization since constructing 
a road through Parcel 84 will, he 
believes, adversely affect its “sig-
nificant sensitive environmental 
features.” In an annexation agree-
ment signed by the city in 2006, 
Greenbelt committed itself to 
spending $8.4 million on building 
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On May 13 council approved purchasing Parcel 84 for $196,000.

http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://bit.ly/3R1hxbF
http://bit.ly/3UH0hsY
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
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editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Jones, treasurer; Pat Scully, Carol Griffith and Sandy Rodgers
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-  Email submission is available.  Hardcopy submissions (delivered by respective deadline) 
may be mailed to the address above or left in the Co-op grocery store drop box or GNR 
external office door mail slot, as shown below.
-  Payment must accompany ads except by prior arrangement. 
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Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
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Community Center’s east door near the municipal building.
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Taylor, Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis, Mary Lou Williamson, Jan Wolf, Renauta York, 
Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliff.

Letters Policy 
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and 
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment 
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's 
name, physical address, and telephone number. 
Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to 
be withheld.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
MAY 24th - 30th

IF (PG) (CC)  
(DVS) (2024) (104 mins)

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 7:45 PM
Sat. 5:15 PM

Sun. 2:15 PM (OC)
Mon. 4:45 PM
Wed. 6:30 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:15 PM

Sat. 7:45 PM
Sun. 5:15 PM
Mon. 1:45 PM
Tues. 6:15 PM
Thurs. 7:15 PM

Evil Does Not Exist  
(NR) (2024) (106 mins) 

Japanese w/  
English subtitles

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 5:00 PM
Sat. 8:00 PM
Sun. 5:00 PM
Mon. 2:00 PM
Tues. 6:30 PM
Thurs. 7:30 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 8:00 PM
Sat. 5:00 PM
Sun. 2:00 PM
Mon. 4:15 PM
Wed. 6:45 PM

Singin’ in the Rain  
(G) (1952) (103 mins)

Film in Focus | Led by Dr. 
Caitlin McGrath | Capped at 25
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Mon. 7:00 PM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org
Members Always $6.50!

Member kids are always FREE!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

- News Review,  May 25, 2023

Correction
The May 9 obituary of 

John Ward misstated his des-
tination on leaving Greenbelt. 
He moved to University Park.

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

IF
IF is about a girl who discovers that she can see everyone’s 

imaginary friends ‒ and what she does with that superpower ‒ as 
she embarks on a magical adventure to reconnect forgotten IFs with 
their kids. The live-action animated fantasy comedy film was writ-
ten, produced and directed by John Krasinski. The ensemble cast 
includes Cailey Fleming, Ryan Reynolds, Krasinski, Fiona Shaw, 
Alan Kim and Liza Colón-Zayas, along with the voices of Phoebe 
Waller-Bridge, Louis Gossett Jr. and Steve Carell. 

Evil Does Not Exist
In the rural alpine hamlet of Mizubiki, not far from Tokyo, Ta-

kumi and his daughter, Hana, lead a modest life gathering water, 
wood and wild wasabi for the local udon restaurant. Increasingly, 
the townsfolk become aware of a talent agency’s plan to build an 
opulent glamping site nearby, offering city residents a comfortable 
“escape” to the snowy wilderness. When two company representa-
tives arrive and ask for local guidance, Takumi becomes conflicted 
in his involvement, as it becomes clear that the project will have 
a pernicious impact on the community. Ryusuke Hamaguchi’s 
follow-up to his Academy Award-winning film, Drive My Car, is 
a foreboding fable on humanity’s mysterious, mystical relationship 
with nature. As sinister gunshots echo from the forest, both the lo-
cals and representatives confront their life choices and the haunting 
consequences they have.

Singin’ in the Rain
A spoof of the turmoil that afflicted the movie industry in the 

late 1920s when movies went from silent to sound. When two si-
lent movie stars’ (Don Lockwood and Lina Lamont) latest movie 
is made into a musical, a chorus girl is brought in to dub Lina’s 
speaking and singing. Don is on top of the world until Lina finds 
out. Said critic Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times in 2000, 
“There is no movie musical more fun than Singin’ in the Rain, and 
few that remain as fresh over the years.”

WMATA’s Bus Plan 
Means Service Cuts

As a transit-dependent resi-
dent of Greenbelt, I would like 
to share some thoughts about 
WMATA’s Better Bus plan. Al-
though this plan makes grand 
promises to “improve service 
and connect people to jobs, des-
tinations and other transit ser-
vices,” it is better characterized 
as service cuts masquerading as 
efficiencies. Greenbelt will lose 
bus service because the Prince 
George’s County TheBus routes 
11 and 15X are being eliminated, 
and the redesigned G12 and G14 
routes – renamed P20 and P21 
routes – do not serve as many 
people or destinations. Indeed, 
the new routes eliminate service 
to parts of Southway and Ridge 
Road. Greenbelt’s loss of TheBus 
11 and 15X also results in the 
elimination of services that aren’t 
replicated in the new routes, es-
pecially a connection to Goddard.

WMATA’s current attempt at 
rearranging deck chairs disguises 
a simple fact: WMATA does 

not have a guaranteed source of 
funding and must go begging for 
money every few years to the 
governments of Maryland, Vir-
ginia and the District. Residents 
need more and better bus service, 
not bus service that becomes a 
zero-sum game, where serving 
some means not serving others. If 
using transit is the more environ-
mentally friendly option, then we 
should have comprehensive and 
frequent transit that encourages 
more people to leave their cars at 
home and take transit.

I have loved living here and 
intended to make Greenbelt my 
forever home, but the lack of 
commitment to transit and the 
need to fight every few years are 
making me reconsider.

Greenbelt residents who are 
concerned about bus service 
should join together and advocate 
for our transit. 

Anna D. Socrates
Editor’s Note: TheBus routes 

11 and 15X are not being elimi-
nated, at least not in the next 
round of service changes coming 
June 3.

An osprey chases off a bald eagle over Greenbelt Lake.
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show! 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Mon/Wed/Th 8am-9pm; Tues 8am-9;30pm; Friday/Saturday 8am – 10pm; 
Sunday 9am – 9pm, UNLESS NOTED.

Join NDC! Go to NewDeal Cafe(dot) com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

THE NDC NEEDS YOUR VOLUNTEER TIME ON COMMITTEES. 
Contact: jbelltower@yahoo.com. We promise: It won’t hurt!

TH 5/23 FRI 5/24 SAT 5/25 SUN 5/26
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 

Isn’t That So?
7-9pm

Mining a mix of 
Americana

NDC PREMIERE!

Hard Swimmin’ 
Fish

7-10pm
FAREWELL TOUR - 
LAST NDC SHOW!

NDC JAZZ JAM, 2 - 5pm
Mama Moon & the 

Rump Shakers
7-10pm

Blues fusion group from 
DC keeping blues alive

DEAF BRUNCH, 10:30am-12pm
Kim’s Grand Rounds - 
A Songwriters’ Circle

 6-8pm
Songwriters and audience 

in an intimate space

MON 5/27 TUES 5/28 WED 5/29 TH 5/30 SPECIALS!
HAPPY

MEMORIAL DAY!
=================

Cafe closed
=================

  Early Bird Open 
Mic w/ Michael  
McTrouserpants 

6:30-9:30pm
Sign ups at 

6:15pm.

Marianna 
Previti
7-9pm

A hometown 
treasure delivering 

moving music

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

Poor Ellen Smith 
Band
7-9pm

Vintage bluegrass

HAPPY HOUR 
4-7pm 

$1 OFF BEER AND WINE 
WINE 

WEDNESDAY 
$1 OFF PER GLASS 

$5 OFF A BOTTLE

RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642        FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.

Free Joint Concert
For Greenbelt Day

On Sunday, June 2, the Green-
belt Concert Band and Greenbelt 
Community Orchestra will give 
a free joint concert in the Com-
munity Center gym to celebrate 
Greenbelt Day Weekend. The 
concert band will perform at 3 
p.m., followed at approximately 
4 p.m., after a short intermission, 
by the orchestra. The orchestra 
program will consist of Aaron 
Copland’s Outdoor Overture and 
his suite from The City, includ-
ing Greenbelt’s own theme tune, 
as well as two short pieces for 
strings.

For more information, visit 
greenbeltorchestra.org.

Astronomical Society 
Will Meet May 30

The Astronomical Society of 
Greenbelt will have their May 
monthly meeting on Thursday, 
May 30 at 7:30 p.m. in Room 
114 of the Community Center 
and online through Zoom. The 
speaker will be Agnes Conaty, 
who will make a presentation 
titled Citizen Science and the 
GLOBE Program.  This meeting 
is free and open to everyone.

The Zoom session opens 
at 7 p.m. for technical setup, 
and the program starts at 7:30.  
The Zoom link will be posted 
on the calendar page of the 
Astronomical Society's website 
at greenbeltastro.org/events.

Golden Age Club 
Meets May 29

The Greenbelt Golden Age 
Club will sponsor a book ex-
change at its May 29 meeting.  
Bring in books to share and take 
home some new ones to read.  
There is a large collection of 
The Cat Who … books looking 
for a new home.  Meetings are 
held each Wednesday at 11 a.m. 
in Room 201 of the Community 
Center.  Guests and prospective 
members are always welcome.  

Complexities of Aging 
Forum on Sat., June 1

The Greenbelt Senior Citizens 
Advisory Committee is holding 
its 2024 Not for Seniors Only 
educational presentation for peo-
ple of all ages on Saturday, June 
1 at 1 p.m. in Room 201 of the 
Community Center. The event is 
titled Navigating the Complexi-
ties of Aging and will feature 
two speakers. Geriatrics specialist 
Ann Craynon will address How 
a Healthcare Advocate can Fa-
cilitate a Positive Outcome. She 
will discuss how to take an active 
role in an individual’s medical 
planning and will use a sample 
case study to demonstrate how 
a healthcare advocate can help 
a person get through the maze 
that is healthcare today. She will 
speak from 1 to 1:30 p.m.

Attorney Paula M. Mattson-
Sarli will speak on why Estate 
Planning Is Not One Size Fits 
All.  Mattson-Sarli, an accred-
ited attorney with the Veteran’s 
Administration, will talk about 
current estate law and elder 
planning, including information 
gleaned from her extensive expe-
rience dealing with clients with 
armed services backgrounds. She 
will speak from 1:30 to 2 p.m. 

The time remaining will be 
allocated to audience questions. 
If there is not enough time during 
the seminar, both speakers have 
indicated that they will stay after 
and answer as many questions as 
possible.  

Registration is not required. 
For more information, call 240-
542-2189.

Senior Nutrition 
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program provides 
lunch for seniors Monday through 
Friday at the Community Center 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Note the 
updated start time. Meals must 
be reserved two weeks ahead 
so that enough food is ordered. 
Participants must complete a 
registration form in person at 
the Community Center office, on 
Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. There is a 
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions. 

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each 
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for 
older adults, include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 

Find More Peace
Through Meditation

In today’s world, many people 
have trouble falling asleep and 
feel stress or anxiety. Could med-
itation help them?

Katrina Boverman, a longtime 
meditation instructor with the 
SAGE program, and the Mishkan 
Torah Synagogue Sisterhood have 
quietly offered Summer Guided 
Meditation classes to Greenbelters 
and others for the past nine years. 
Although the synagogue itself 
is a wonderful peaceful setting 
welcoming to all, meditation this 
year will be offered via Zoom to 
attend from the comfort of your 
own home.

Attendees have expressed qui-
eting of their bodies, minds and 
spirits, a deepening of inner still-
ness and a better ability to recon-
nect with themselves. They have 
described feeling more peaceful, 
serene, relaxed, mindful and pres-
ent, both during and in between 
the classes. Common experiences 
outside of the class for partici-
pants have been to have greater 
ease falling asleep and more pa-
tience during challenging times.

Classes begin Monday, June 3 
from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. for seven 
sessions, held every other Mon-
day through August 26. There 
is no charge; donations are wel-
come.

For more information email or 
call Katrinaboverman@yahoo.com 
or 301-641-1035. 

Community Orchestra
Welcomes Musicians

G r e e n b e l t  C o m m u n i t y 
Orchestra rehearses on Thursday 
evenings at the Community 
Cente r  and  welcomes  new 
members ,  especia l ly  s t r ing 
players. For more information, 
visit GreenbeltOrchestra.org.

Volunteers Needed
The Greenbelt MakerSpace 

seeks volunteers to staff the tool 
library and organize classes and 
other events. People are ask-
ing for more open hours. Help 
is needed for the tool library 
to expand. Sign up for shifts at 
signup.com/go/UNkLnqk or email 
staff@make125.org if interested 
in other times or jobs. 

The Greenbelt MakerSpace is 
down the outside stairs on the 
west side of the Granite Building 
at 115 Centerway.

PORCH Food Pickup
Greenbelt PORCH collects 

donations of nonperishables and 
hygiene products and brings them 
to the St. Hugh’s Food Pantry. 
Donations must be placed by 
front doors in containers marked 
RUAK or PORCH visible from 
the street. The pantry cannot ac-
cept open containers or food that 
has expired.

Final May pickups
Sunday, May 26, after 4 p.m. 

for 9 and 12 Courts Ridge Road 
and 11 and 13 Courts Ridge 
Road and by 5 p.m. for Lakeside 
Drive.

Volunteers who would like 
to expand Greenbelt PORCH 
to additional neighborhoods in 
Greenbelt are always welcome; 
especially needed are coordinators 
in Greenbelt East. Anyone with 
questions or who is interested in 
being a volunteer or starting a 
new neighborhood for monthly 
food collection with Greenbelt 
PORCH, email Robert Goldberg-
Strassler at spreadruak@gmail.
com.

Poetry in the Garden
Meets Sunday

The Poetry in the Garden 
group will meet on Sunday, May 
26, in Schrom Hills Park Club 
House from 3 to 5 p.m. All are 
invited to read a favorite poem or 
listen to others and participate in 
the discussion.

This group is diverse, welcom-
ing all ages and cultural back-
grounds. For more information, 
call Effie at 443-415-1053.

At the Library 
Regular hours for the Green-

belt Library are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Mondays, Thursdays and 
Fridays; noon to 8 p.m., Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays; 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Saturdays; and 1 to 5 p.m., 
Sundays. Face masks are recom-
mended for all customers over 
the age of 2. The Library will 
be closed Monday, May 27 for 
Memorial Day.

Storytimes
Wednesday, May 29, 12:15 

p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/10356787.

Teen Action Group
Wednesday, May 29, 4:30 

p.m., ages 13 to 18. Need to 
earn community service hours? 
Come make a difference in the 
community, gain friends from 
around the area and speak up at 
the Library. Register at pgcmls.
info/event/10356455.

Summer Prince George’s 
The Washington Nationals 

and the Prince George’s County 
M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m 
( P G C M L S )  a r e  p r o u d  t o 
provide creative ways for Prince 
Georgians to stay connected 
with baseball and reading. The 
Nationals and PGCMLS are 
partnering to present Summer 
P r ince  Geo rge ’s  (SPG) ,  a 
program for all ages that runs 
from May 20 through August 15. 
More than a traditional summer 
reading program, SPG encourages 
children, teens and adults to read 
30 minutes each day, attend 
Library programs, explore the 
Library’s physical collection of 
materials as well as a wide range 
of streaming movies and music in 
the 85+ online Library resources, 
and participate in interactive 
social media challenges. Library 
customers may register for the 
SPG challenge at pgcmls.info/
summer and log reading, event 
attendance and online resource 
activities to earn badges and 
prizes. This year’s prizes include 
tote bags, T-shirts, vouchers for 
Washington Nationals tickets and 
grand prizes. Those interested 
can pick up an SPG paper card 
to track activities or register for 
the challenge on PGCMLS’s 
Beanstack app.

Customers can access Library 
resources with a PGCMLS li-
brary card number or a LINK 
card number for Prince George’s 
County Public Schools students. 
Virtual Library card registra-
tion is open to Prince George’s 
County residents. 
Participants can 
e x p l o r e  s u g -
gested summer 
reads on the Li-
brary’s Beanstack,  
NextReads and 
Book List platforms.

http://visit.greenbeltorchestra.org
http://visit.greenbeltorchestra.org
http://greenbeltastro.org/events
mailto:Katrinaboverman@yahoo.com
http://GreenbeltOrchestra.org
http://signup.com/go/UNkLnqk
mailto:staff@make125.org
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
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One Hillside Road

Join Us Sunday Join Us Sunday 
10:15 AM 10:15 AM 

for Worship for Worship 
and Church School  and Church School  

www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

We are an  
Open and Affirming 

Church

Congratulations to Greenbelt 
Homes Inc.’s newly elected board 
and committee members.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

THANK YOU To Those Who Made The Ultimate Sacrifice.

We know love by this, 
that Jesus laid down His life for us; and 

we ought to lay down our lives for others.
1 John 3:16

The Bible Says…   

IN PERSON Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

MCFcc.org

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church 
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt 

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors      
  facebook.com/mowattumc 

301-474-9410
Pastor Evelyn Romero

In-Person Worship Service 9:30 a.m.

“The purpose of religion as revealed from the heaven of 
God’s holy Will is to establish unity and concord amongst 

the peoples of the world; make it not the cause of 
dissension and strife.”   – Bahá’u’lláh

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review May 23, 2024

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

May 26, 2024 at 3:00 pm
This is What Democracy Looks Like

Rev. Karen Lee Scrivo with Worship Associate Anne Hoover

Now more than ever, it’s important to make our voices heard in this election as people 
of faith, guided by our Unitarian Universalist values of justice, equity and pluralism 
with love at the center. This service explores the work of UU the Vote, UU Legislative 
Ministry of Maryland, UUs for Social Justice and the Reeb Center for Voting Rights, 

which are joining together to defend democracy and other important rights. 

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
Postal address: P.O. Box 676, Laurel, MD 20725

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming on PBUUC’s Facebook page, on Zoom, and in person. Worship 
service held at University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Sunday 10:00 a.m.Sunday 10:00 a.m.
City Council RoomCity Council Room

25 Crescent Rd25 Crescent Rd

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!
OR - Join us on ZOOM!

For ZOOM link:
CCG1985+owner@groups.io

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate hope with us.

GCC to Host 
Interfaith Speakers  

David Alexander, a member of 
the Greenbelt Community Church 
(GCC), in his travels has visited 
monasteries exploring the ques-
tion of what a pilgrimage means 
in today’s world. 

This led Alexander to organize 
the next Prince George’s Coun-
ty Interfaith Conversation on 
the concept of pilgrimage and 
what it means to Muslim, Sikh 
and Christian communities. The 
speakers are Dr. Aref Dajani, Dr. 
Hema Sidhu and Reverend Ellen 
Witko. The event will be held on 
Monday, June 3 at 7 p.m. at the 
GCC.

Alexander said he started 
working on this event after see-
ing one organized by the Prince 
George’s County Human Rights 
Office outreach team headed by 
Kyla Hanington. Hanington was 
thrilled with the suggestion to 
hold such an event at GCC. The 
focus of the interfaith discussions 
is “to end discrimination before 
it begins by helping folks build 
relationships, get to know and 
understand one another,” she said 
of her office’s sponsorship of the 
interfaith events.

“We are excited about the in-
terfaith series highlighting differ-
ent voices and perspectives on a 
variety of themes,” she continued. 
“Our event with GCC focuses on 
pilgrimage and  invites panel-
ists to consider what pilgrimage 
means for and from their faith 
perspective and if and how they 
have experienced pilgrimage in 
their own lives.” 

The free June 3 event, open 
to the public, will be held in 
GCC’s fellowship hall. Light 
refreshments will be served after-
ward. GCC is located at 1 Hill-
side Road. For more information 
email office@greenbeltucc.org.

City Notes
On Bike to Work Day, Com-

munity Center, Park Rangers and 
Aquatic & Fitness Center (AFC) 
staff welcomed 100 cyclists. The 
Community Center accommodat-
ed the primary election, Concert 
Band, Golden Age Club, Com-
munity Orchestra, Labor Day 
Festival Committee, Planning 
and Community Development, 
Volksmarchers, CHEARS, Advi-
sory Planning Board, Girl Scouts, 
Prince George’s Peace & Justice 
Coalition, Writers Group and 11 
rentals.

Environmental/Sustainability 
presented at Springhill Lake El-
ementary School’s Career Day 
and facilitated a shredding event. 
Streets crew repaired pool deck-
ing. 

Arts staff offered Parent’s 
Night Out, an Art Share, an Arts 
Advisory Board mixer and vari-
ous workshops. The Dance Stu-
dio’s Choreography Club present-
ed a showcase of compositions. 
Springhill Lake Recreation Center 
hosted a Youth Advisory Commit-
tee meeting and CARES’ Drum-
ming for Wellness event. 

Park Rangers facilitated the 
Farmers Market opening, Green 
Man Festival and a Raku event, 
and trained with Greenbelt Police 
on emergency preparedness.

The Greenbelt Assistance in 
Living program, assisted by AFC 
staff, distributed produce and 
diapers at the Community Center.

Greenbelt Homes, Inc.
2024 Election Results

* Indicates elected to office
Board Of Directors (four 

vacancies: two-year terms)
264 Stefan Brodd*
260 Ed James*
247 Debbie McKinley*
225 Audrey Donohue*
191 James Whipple
Audit Committee (three 

vacancies, one-year terms)
304 Stephen Holland*
302 Zach Conron*
290 Bill Jones*
Nominations & Elections 

(N&E) Committee were also 
elected by acclamation at the 
annual meeting to one-year 

terms.
Dan Gillotte*
Theresa R. Henderson*
Tom Jones*
Joe Ralbovsky*
Luisa F. Robles*

Ballots
336 total ballots were cast 

(0 were disqualified).
316 electronic ballots were 

cast online by members using 
emailed credentials.

19 electronic ballots were 
cast online by members with 
credentials assisted by the 
N&E Committee. 

1 absentee ballot
0 proxy ballots

Repair work on the bridge 
from the Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway to Goddard Space Flight 
Center, currently underway, will 
impact traffic on the Parkway. 
Single-lane closures are to take 
place during non-rush-hour times 
of 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

Northbound lane closures are 
scheduled to take place from 
Tuesday, May 21 to Thursday, 
May 23 to take exact measure-
ments for the two arched girders 
that were damaged on September 
16, 2021. Tentative completion 
for bridge repairs is scheduled for 

Goddard Bridge Repairs Underway
Will Impact B-W Parkway Traffic

the summer of 2025. 
The bridge entrance to God-

dard has been closed since the 
afternoon of September 16, 2021, 
when the driver of a flatbed 
transport vehicle carrying a small 
excavator misjudged the height 
and crashed into the bridge un-
derside. One person was trans-
ported from the scene by ambu-
lance and traffic was stalled for 
hours. Goddard closed the bridge 
indefinitely the following day. 
See the January 12, 2023, News 
Review for more information. 

Native yellow trillium, Trillium luteum, with bluebells
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mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
https://www.facebook.com/PBUUC/
http://www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org
http://www.sthughofgrenoble.org
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
mailto:office@greenbeltucc.org
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MEETINGS FOR MAY 27 - 31

Monday, May 27, NO MEETING MEMORIAL DAY

Tuesday, May 28 at 3:30 pm, SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE, On the Agenda: Approval of Agenda/Minutes, Not for
Seniors Only Discussion, Open Forum for 2024 Discussion, GAIL
Updates on Food Distribution & Other Programs

Tuesday, May 28 at 7:30 pm, GREEN ACES & GREEN TEAM, On
the Agenda: Biodiesel Update, Next EV Event, Pollinator Liaison with
SMC, Bring Your Own Bag Ordinance Update, Curbside Compost
Pickup Grant Update

Wednesday, May 29 at 7:10 pm, ADVISORY BOARD INTERVIEW

Wednesday, May 29 at 7:30 pm, REGULAR MEETING / 2ND PUBLIC
HEARING

Wednesday, May 29 at 7 pm, PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY
BOARD, On the Agenda: Council Liaison Update, Recreation
Department Update, Administrative Report

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or
email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject to change. For
confrmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-8000. For inormation on
public participation or the meetings above, visit the meetings calendar at www.
greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL - REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday, May 29, 2024 at 7:30 pm

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Petitions and Requests
Consent Agenda - Approval of Staff Recommendations (Items on the
Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by
staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
- Public Hearing - FY 2025 Proposed Budget
* Minutes
- Administrative Reports
* Committee Reports

LEGISLATION

OTHER BUSINESS
- Award of Purchase Police Radios
- Award of Purchase License Plate Reading Camera System
- Replacement Trucks 264 Refuse Compactor and 112 Rollback
- Authorization for City Manager to Execute Contract with Next Day
Concrete for Headwall and Pipe Culvert Repairs on Crescent Road
- Bureau of Engraving and Printing Supplemental Environmental
Assesment
- Authorization for City Manager to Execute Purchase of Elderly-
Friendly and Storable Furniture or CARES rom Ofce Furniture 2
Go
- ARPA Status Update
- Council Activities
- Council Reports
* Meetings
* Stakeholders
* Resignation/Appointment to Advisory Board

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at
(301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

City Ofces will be closed on Monday, May 27,
in observance of the Memorial Day

THE GREENBELT CONNECTIONWILL NOT BE OPERATING.

REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE
Week of May 27

Monday Route – Collected Tuesday
Tuesday Route – Collected Wednesday
Wednesday Route – Collected Thursday
Thursday Route – Collected Friday

There will be no appliance, odd metals, hard plastics, or yard waste
collections on Friday, May 31.

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR
Be sure to check out
the City calendar for
all up to date events at
www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS
VACANCIES

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Volunteering for City of Greenbelt
Committees & Boards is an
excellent opportunity to engage
with your community and make a
difference. Choose from a number
of committees & boards such as
the Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee, the Youth Advisory
Committee, or the Advisory
Committee on Education, Arts
Advisory Board, Board of Elections,
Community Relations Advisory
Board, Employee Relations
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory
Committee on Environmental
Sustainability, or the Park and
Recreation Advisory Board and
make a difference in Greenbelt!

By dedicating your time and
expertise, you will help shape the
future of Greenbelt and create a
community that values the voices
o all its residents. Take the frst
step towards making a positive
impact and apply for one of these
committee vacancies today!

Call (301) 474-8000.

GREENBELT ARPA GRANT
PROGRAMS

Applications Deadlines
Extended Through August

30, 2024

To view grant programs, or to see how
other ARPA programs are helping
your community recover from the
COVID-19 pandemic visit us at
www.engagegreenbelt.org.

ARTFUL AFTERNOONS
Sunday, June 2, 1 - 3 pm, FREE
Greenbelt Community Center

With artist Racquel Keller. All ages
welcome. FREE.

Details at https://bit.ly/3R1hxbF.

Sunday, June 9, 1 - 3 pm, FREE
Springhill Lake Recreation Center

Enjoy an outdoor painting party with
artist Racquel Keller. All ages. FREE.

Details at https://bit.ly/3UH0hsY.

WALKING FOR WELLNESS
2024

SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 9 AM
Buddy Attick Park Lake

May is observed as Mental Health
Awareness Month. Help the Greenbelt
Police Department raise awareness
and provide support for those in our
community. Join us for a delightful
spring walk around Buddy Attick Park
Lake. Enjoy the fresh air and other
smiling faces.

Vendors for this event should arrive
by 8 am.

The Wellness Walk will begin at 9
am, but walkers and runners are
encouraged to start arriving by 8:30
am.

Sponsored by the Greenbelt Police
Department. 550 Crescent Road,
Greenbelt, MD. (301) 474-7200.

GREENBELT JOB FAIR
SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 12 - 2 PM
Beltway Plaza, 6000 Greenbelt

Road

The City of Greenbelt will be
hosting a Job Fair on Saturday,
June 8, from 12 - 2 pm at Beltway
Plaza.

Join us f o r o u r semi-annual
Greenbelt J o b Fair! Learn about
the latest job opportunities,
connect with local employers,
and get access to a variety of
employment resources and
training.

Sign-up today as an employer or
job seeker to join us in this semi-
annual event.

Contact Deji Ayoku at dayoku@greenbeltmd.gov or by phone at (202) 740-6473.

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/jobfair for more information or to register.

GREENBELT RECREATION’S
SUMMER ACTIVITY GUIDE

Enjoy classes all summer!
Register online at

greenbeltmd.gov/activityguide

Registration currently open
for residents, opens May 28

for non-residents.

Sign-up today!

GREENBELT DAY WEEKEND
FRIDAY, MAY 31 - SUNDAY, JUNE 2

Celebrate the occassion with special activities and enjoy the many amenities
Greenbelt offers! Parks, pools, cinemas, historical programs, local eateries, and
much more. Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation for additional information.

FRIDAY, MAY 31
11 am - 1 pm. County Councilmember Ingrid Watson Meet-N-Greet Senior
Luncheon at the Community Center

3 pm. Flag Raising Ceremony Municipal Building. 25 Crescent

SATURDAY, JUNE 1
9 am. Walking for Wellness Buddy Attick Park, 555 Crescent

1 pm. Not for Seniors Only: Navigating the Complexities of Aging

1 pm. Reptiles & Amphibians 101 Nature Program at Buddy Attick Park, 555
Crescent

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
11 am. Local Food Fair, CO-OP’s 40th Anniversary Celebration
Greenbelt CO-OP Supermarket, 121 Centerway.

12 pm. Naturalization Ceremony Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent

1 pm. Artful Afternoon Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent

1 pm. Greenbelt Museum Open House 10B Crescent

3 pm. Greenbelt Combined Musical Concert Greenbelt Community Center,
15 Crescent

OFFICIAL NOTICE
The Greenbelt City Council

PUBLIC HEARING
Wednesday, May 29, 2024

7:30 pm

CONCERNING THE PROPOSED BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025
FOR THE GENERAL FUND AND EACH OF THE OTHER FUNDS OF THE CITY.

GENERAL FUND BUDGET FY 2024-2025

REVENUES
Taxes $30,034,300
Licenses & Permits 1,302,100
Intergovernmental 1,633,800
Charges for Services 2,259,400
Fines & Forfeitures 694,000
Interest 150,000
Miscellaneous Revenues 398,600
Interfund Transfers 1,484,000

TOTAL REVENUES $37,956,200

EXPENDITURES
General Government $5,108,600
Planning and Community Development 1,393,100
Public Safety 12,212,800
Public Works 4,710,800
Greenbelt CARES 1,902,400
Recreaon and Parks 8,102,000
Miscellaneous 430,700
Non-Departmental 1,512,300
Fund Transfers 2,534,000

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $37,906,700

PROPOSED EXPENDITURE BUDGETS FOR OTHER FUNDS

Cemetery Fund 0
Debt Service Fund 1,053,400
Replacement Fund 97,300
Special Projects Fund 367,900
Enterprise Fund – Green Ridge House 1,738,200

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS $3,256,800

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUNDS
Capital Projects Fund $95,000
Building Capital Reserve Fund $2,088,000
Greenbelt West Infrastructure Fund 275,000
Community Development Block Grant Fund 191,200

TOTAL CAPITAL FUNDS $2,649,200

The Public Hearing will be held in person at the Municipal Building and virtual via
Zoom. Public atendance and parcipaon are encouraged. All cizens o Green-
bel will have a reasonable opporuniy o provide writen and oral commens
and o ask quesons concerning he enre proposed budge. I special accom-
modaons are required o make his meeng accessible o any disabled person,
please call (301) 474-8000 or e-mail the City Clerk at banderson@greenbeltmd.gov
no laer han 10 am on he meeng day. Copies o he proposed budgemay be
examined a he Ciy Ofces, 25 Crescen Rd., during normal operang hours. The
proposed budget is also posted on the City Web site at htp://www.greenbelmd.
gov/budge. For more inormaon, please call (301) 474-8000.

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

The Public Hearing will be broadcast live on Comcast Channel 71, Verizon Channel
21, YouTube and Facebook.
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PURCHASES continued from page 1

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not 
guaranteed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass 
in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 
20003 | 202.545.6900

New Listing
8000 Brett Place
4br, 3.5 ba | $680,000

Open House Sunday June 2, 
1:00-3:00

On the market for the 1st time 
in over 30 years, this gorgeous 
Colonial has new carpet, 
fresh paint, & newly refinished 
hardwood floors, all in fresh, 
warm tones. Is this the home 
you’ve been dreaming of?

Kim Kash of Compass
Washingtonian’s Face of Prince 
George’s County Real Estate

At i ts  Apri l  24 meeting, 
Greenbelt City Council discussed 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 budget 
for the Greenbelt Recreation De-
partment. Council was joined 
by Director of Recreation Greg 
Varda and other recreation staff to 
discuss programming highlights 
from this year and the depart-
ment’s budget needs. 

The recreation budget includes 
nine sub-departments: Administra-
tion, Arts, the Aquatic & Fitness 
Center, Museum, Therapeutic 
Recreation, Community Center, 
Recreation Centers, Recreation 
Programs and Special Events. 
Proposed expenditures for FY 
2025 are $8,102,000 with total 
revenues of $1,868,500. 

“The recreation programs are 
just integral to the City of Green-
belt,” Mayor Emmett Jordan said. 
“From the very beginning to this 
day, it’s been one of the strengths 
and something that we pride 
ourselves on. Because we are 
in fact independent. Most other 
municipalities in Prince George’s 
County actually do recreation 
programs through Maryland- 
National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission.” 

This independence allows 
about $270,000 of county taxes 
to come back to Greenbelt. Most 
Greenbelt recreation program-
ming is heavily subsidized by the 
city, in addition to program fees. 
The proposed FY 2025 budget 
includes a half-time coordinator 
who would manage special city 
events and permitting, as well 
as a salary grade reduction for 
another position to defray costs 
of the new half-time coordinator. 
The budget also includes a two 
percent cost of living adjustment 
for classified recreation staff. 

Expenses have increased by 
about $500,000 between the FY 
2024 and the proposed FY 2025 
budgets. The FY 2025 budget is 
about $2.5 million higher than 
FY 2022, with increases for the 
Parks Department, Arts and Spe-
cial Events. Additional budget 
recommendations include ex-
tended hours for the Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center, funding 
for the Learn 2 Earn program 
and expanding arts offerings in 
Greenbelt West. 

The department is managing 
eight projects currently, com-
pared to the one to two projects 
they typically manage in a year. 
The projects include both capi-
tal projects and American Res-
cue Plan Act projects, including 
ballfield renovations, Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center outdoor 
play area, the Buddy Attick Park 
Master Plan, the Museum Educa-
tion Center at 10-A Ridge Road 
and the Prince George’s County 
Memorial Library System’s Story 
Walk. 

For the Arts program, council 
discussed the proposed expanded 
programming as well as the ben-
efit of offering both in-person and 
online programming. However, 
the Recreation Department re-
ported that in the last year, they 
have noticed less online participa-
tion in their programming com-
pared to their pandemic offerings. 
Given that online programming 
takes extra effort to produce, the 
department reported they don’t 
have the capacity to offer online 
and in-person options for all their 
offerings, but aim to be respon-

Budget FY 2025

Recreation Expenses Increase 
$500,000; Final Hearing May 29

by Madeleine Jepsen

sive to the requests of patrons. 
For the Aquatic & Fitness 

Center’s FY 2025 budget, discus-
sions centered on indoor pool 
maintenance and maximizing 
the outdoor pool facilities during 
summer. The overall budget bal-
ance is comparable to last year’s 
budget, Jordan said. Insurance 
and maintenance expenditure cat-
egories increased slightly. 

For the Greenbelt Museum, 
Museum Director Megan Searing 
Young said that the Museum still 
needs to raise about $200,000, 
but reported it was a good year 
for fundraising. The Museum will 
pursue additional grants to secure 
two thirds of the project fund-
ing before opening up a public 
fundraising campaign. In the FY 
2025 budget, projected costs for 
electricity and maintenance have 
increased. 

The Community Center’s su-
pervisor of 22 years, Di Quynn 
Reno, is retiring this month. The 
center’s staff salaries and building 
maintenance costs have increased 
for the FY 2025 budget. Council 
also discussed potential revenues 
from renting out spaces in the 
Community Center. 

Tennis court rentals, a large 
source of revenue, bumped up 
to $7.50 per hour per court this 
year from the previous rate of $5, 
and next fiscal year will be $10 
per hour. The department also 
plans to begin issuing permits 
for Buddy Attick Park’s group 
picnic area pending the successful 
completion of the Buddy Attick 
Park Master Plan. 

The Recreation program re-
ported success of the teen take-
over program at the Youth Cen-
ter, and the Learn 2 Earn pro-
gram had a successful first year. 
The program also reported the 
success of its free tennis pro-
gram, which provided youth ten-
nis lessons at Greenbelt Center 
and Springhill Lake. 

While park maintenance gen-
erally increased in the FY 2025 
projected budget, the city’s Public 
Works department is responsible 
for maintenance, not the Recre-
ation department. 

The public will have a final 
opportunity to comment at the 
city council’s second public hear-
ing for the budget at their regular 
meeting on Wednesday, May 29 
at 7:30 p.m.

roads and bridges from Greenbelt 
Road through Greenbelt Station 
and, perhaps eventually, to the 
Metro station. Some of those 
funds have already been used for 
constructing the bridge and road 
that now dead-ends on the far 
side of Greenbelt Station. More 
of this money, adjusted for infla-
tion, would be used to construct 
the proposed road. With Roberts 
opposed, council approved 6 to 
1 spending $196,000 to purchase 
Parcel 84.

Council also discussed and 
voted on authorizing Greenbelt 
to spend an additional $29,000 
‒ or $225,000 total ‒ for Parcel 
84 and for services such as le-
gal expenses and a land survey. 
Due to time constraints, council 
voted to waive its second read-
ing that normally would occur at 
a subsequent meeting and vote 
immediately on spending the ad-
ditional $29,000. The ordinance 
also authorizes council to pay  the 
total amount from the Greenbelt 
West Infrastructure Fund. Again, 
council voted 6 to 1 in support 
of the supplemental appropriation, 
with Roberts opposing. He fears 
that connecting the Capital Belt-
way even indirectly to Greenbelt 
Road will bring significant new 
traffic through Greenbelt  Station. 
Resident Bill Orleans agreed with 
Roberts and claimed that since 
the present owners cannot devel-
op the land due to restrictions on 
its use, council should ask that 
Parcel 84 be donated to the city. 
In response to his complaint that 
council had discussed this matter 
in closed session, Jordan chided 
Orleans for spending council time 
on speculation, and added that 
state  law authorizes local  govern-
ments in Maryland to hold closed 
sessions. In a later conversation 
Weaver, who lives in Greenbelt 
Station, questioned Roberts’ ar-
gument, noting that multiple im-
pediments such as traffic circles 
along the street that runs through 
Greenbelt Station will make it 
unappealing to commuters. She 
agreed, however, that “traffic im-
plications” resulting from the pro-
posed road connecting Greenbelt 
Station to Greenbelt Metro must 
be taken into account. 

Surveillance Cameras
Next, council discussed the 

motion that Greenbelt purchase a 
second surveillance camera due 
in part to the persistent issue of 
illegal dumping in and around 
three main areas of the city but 
also in response to more posi-
tive news that Public Works has 
deemed installment of the first 
mobile security unit to be an 
astounding success, with zero il-
legal dumping incidents reported 
at one of the main recycling cen-
ters within days of initial deploy-
ment. Should a second camera be 
purchased (at a price of $30,390), 
discussion turned to a monthly 
charge of $150 required for view-

ing images from both cameras 
together on a single screen. This 
capacity would be valuable for 
yet another purpose, to enhance 
safety and security at large events 
such as Fourth of July and Labor 
Day celebrations. Councilmem-
bers noted the increased cost 
resulting not only from adding 
this monthly charge but also from 
additional personnel required to 
use the technology. More broadly 
speaking, however, Jordan won-
dered about the aesthetics of 
surveillance, of installing cameras 
at community events. Roberts 
questioned the need for cameras 
all over the place and claimed 
that they do not deter crime. City 
Manager Josué Salmerón agreed 
but added that cameras can pro-
vide evidence if and when needed 
on some occasions. Council voted 
6 to 1, with Roberts opposed, to 
purchase a second camera us-
ing American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds.

Transportation and Climate
Weaver said that she had at-

tended and would vote May 15 
on a list of transportation projects 
considered to be regionally sig-
nificant for air quality by the Vi-
sualize 2050 Air Quality Confor-
mity Analysis, used to attain fu-
ture National Ambient Air Qual-
ity Standards for ozone. While a 
project related to the ramp to the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway 
from Greenbelt Road is now 
listed as removed, the council 
agenda explains: “Construction of 
the interchange at the Greenbelt 
Metro Station is listed for con-
struction by 2030.” Concluding, 
the agenda notes general concerns 
about the process not directly 
addressing climate change goals, 
and the general dearth of transit 
projects compared to highway 
projects, as well as concerns 
about equity. Responding to her 
request for guidance from coun-
cil, Roberts advised Weaver to 
oppose what he sees mostly as a 
cycle of building more highways 
that consequently produce more 
cars. Resident Michael Hartman 
likewise encouraged Weaver to 
raise her voice instead of just 
voting along with others. Noting 
the structural challenges in trying 
to meet climate goals, Weaver 
hoped that some worthy projects 
might be pulled out of the list 
and saved. 

Shuttle Bus Purchase
Next, council discussed and 

voted on a motion that Greenbelt 
purchase a new shuttle bus that 
will seat 14 passengers and be 
used for purposes such as trans-
porting seniors on excursions and 
children to summer activities. 
Preceding this discussion, during 
Petitions and Requests, resident 
Betty Timer, stating that she has 
lived in Greenbelt for 52 years, 
unknowingly made the case for 
this purchase in explaining that 
reservations for seats on the city’s 
present shuttle bus had filled 
within an hour for a recent trip, 
depriving many seniors of an 
opportunity to get out of town 
and explore. During the subse-
quent discussion resident Leon 
Schachter concurred in asking 
what could be sweeter than help-
ing two groups most in need of 
assistance, children and the el-
derly? Comments then shifted to 
inquiring about electric vehicles 
and the possibility of buying a 
larger bus. Due to cost factors, 
however, council voted unani-
mously to use ARPA funds to 
purchase a model available now. 

Petitions and Requests
Pas to r  Greg  Amobi  and 

church member Ehinome Okoh 
announced that Light Place In-
ternational Ministries, located on 
Centerway behind and beneath 
DMV Pizza, wishes  to connect 
better with and extend a helping 
hand to Greenbelt.  Enquiries can 
be made at 301-404-6794, and 
Jordan offered to put the church 
in contact with the Greenbelt 
Interfaith Leadership Association. 

Resident Bob Rand next asked 
that ARPA funds be spent to 
extend gift cards for the food 
pantry to the end of this year. 
Rand also noted what he felt to 
be a lack of attention given in 
the city’s stated goals and ob-
jectives to building a more just 
and equitable society. Salmerón 
responded that council will soon 
consider giving $32,000 from 
ARPA funds to St. Hugh’s Catho-
lic Church’s Food Pantry and 
Meals on Wheels, plus commit 
additional money to other such 
programs. Jordan expressed hope 
that Trinity Assembly of God’s 
extensive food distribution pro-
gram will also receive support. 

See PURCHASES, page  8

GIVES Needs Drivers 
The Greenbelt Intergenera-

tional Volunteer Exchange Ser-
vice (GIVES) is an all-volunteer, 
nonprofit organization that helps 
adult Greenbelt residents with 
transportation and friendly visits, 
along with other services. More 
drivers are urgently needed to 
meet the increase in requests 
for services. To be a driver for 
GIVES, one needs to be a resi-
dent of Greenbelt, a member of 
GIVES, have a valid Maryland 
license and insurance and obtain 
a free background check. Mem-
bership is free. For information 
or an application, call 301-507-
6580 or visit givesgreenbelt.org. 

http://givesgreenbelt.org
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Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800 Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and Dr. 
Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Computer Guided Dental Implants
Easier, safer and more accurate implant Easier, safer and more accurate implant 

placement for our dental patients.placement for our dental patients.

Over 500 5-star reviews!
COVID Infection Control Certified

A bright light of good fortune 
is shining down on Greenbelt 
Arts Center (GAC). Coming Fri-
day, May 31, is a 90-minute 
one-act wonder ‒ Fiveplay, writ-
ten by Erica Smith and directed 
by Rocky Nunzio. Smith and 
Nunzio, both currently living in 
Silver Spring, bring with them 
the experience of dozens of years 
in the arts and several successful 
past projects.

Smith has been writing plays 
for 15 years. She has had some 
two dozen plays performed, in-
cluding Stonefish, which was at 
GAC in 2019. Long before those 
plays, and continuing to date, she 
has been submitting one-act plays 
to festivals with several being 
selected for consideration.

In 2012 Smith had a script 
selected as the audience favorite. 
In a 2018 competition where the 
writer has hours to write a script, 
cast it, rehearse and then pres-
ent it, all the same day, she won 
Best Play, Best Director and Best 
Actor.

Like Smith, Nunzio has been 
immersed in the arts, both as an 
actor and director. Fiveplay is his 
ninth directorial project, and he 
performed as one of the Fiveplay 
characters (Keegan) in 2022. One 
might say he knows the play 
inside and out. Nunzio notes on 
his Facebook page that he has 
written three full-length plays. 
One was produced in the New 
York Summer Theatre Festival, 
a strong indication of his talents. 
This summer he has signed on 
as a performer for the Maryland 
Renaissance Festival.

Fiveplay has been described 

Playwright’s Maryland Premiere
Friday, May 31, at Arts Center

by Greg Young

by Smith as a “dramedy” ‒ that 
is, it contains both serious and 
comic subjects, which in this in-
stance revolve around something 
called polyamory. What is “poly-
amory” you may ask. It is a term 
used to describe the practice or 
condition of participating simulta-
neously in more than one serious 
romantic or sexual relationship 

Director Rocky Nunzio

Playwright Erica Smith
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with the knowledge and consent 
of all partners.

Smith was asked by a friend 
to write on the subject. In do-
ing so what she discovered and 
shares with the audience is all the 
ups and downs of any relation-
ship, perhaps magnified because 
more relationships are involved. 
That makes for more opportuni-
ties for laughter and sadness as 
the characters mix it up in their 
“polycule”. Don’t worry, these 
terms are all explained during the 
play by brief moments when vari-
ous characters break the fourth 
wall and talk directly to the audi-
ence, a style that has been used 
since Shakespearean times.

There are plays and movies 
that are known for capturing the 
essence of the times in which 
they are performed. Think of Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High (1982) 
or Clueless (1995) and even 
Blackboard Jungle (1955). This 
play captures the current mores 
of the times like the 1970s TV 
show, Three’s Company, in which 
a man lives with two women, 
which was not seen as accept-
able, but seemed acceptable as he 
is pretending to be gay, which at 
the time was marginally accept-
able. Will this be as big a hit as 
that show which won several Em-
mys and Golden Globe awards? 
Only one way to know for sure: 
go see it.

That beam of light shining 
down on GAC that you see at 
the end of May is beckoning. 
Fiveplay will run from May 31 
through June 15. Tickets are 
required. For more information, 
visit greenbeltartscenter.org.

In the fall of 2023, the Public 
Works Department started the re-
moval of Bradford pear trees on 
Hanover Parkway near Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School (ERHS), 
replacing them with Ginkgo bi-
loba columnar (a slender and 
upright tree, as its name suggests,  
and deciduous with eye-catching 
golden-yellow leaves in the fall) 
and American Elm Princeton (a 
deciduous, vase-shaped shade 
tree with small, inconspicuous 
spring flowers and yellow fall 
foliage).  On Monday, May 20, 
the department continued with 
the removal of 20 Bradford pears, 
starting near the ERHS entrance 
on Hanover Parkway, continu-
ing on both sides and ending on 
Mandan Road.  

Though attractive, Bradford 

City Removes Bradford Pears,
Replaces with Ginkgo and Elm

pears are a highly invasive tree. 
They bloom with profuse clusters 
of white flowers in early spring 
but compete with native species, 
have brittle, weak branches, a 
rotten smell and produce fruit 
considered inedible to humans 
and toxic to dogs. According 
to the University of Maryland 
Extension, this fast-growing in-
vasive was “self-sterile” when it 
was introduced to the state but 
now cross-pollinates with non-
sterile Callery pears to produce 
viable seeds and reproduce.

As soon as the Bradford pear 
trees near ERHS are removed, 
they will be replaced with 29 
new trees, alternating between 
Ginkgo biloba columnar and 
American Elm Princeton, says 
the city.   

The Maryland Department of 
Agriculture is seeking Maryland 
chefs and restaurants to sub-
mit original recipes using local 
Maryland ingredients for the 
Governor’s Buy Local Cookout.  
The annual cookout, being held 
at the department’s headquarters 
in Annapolis on July 18 from 5 
to 7 p.m., promotes the statewide 
Buy Local Challenge Week dur-
ing which all Marylanders are 
encouraged to eat at least one lo-
cal product each day of the week. 

The recipe must include 50 
percent of Maryland-sourced 
products with a focus on part-
nering with at least one Mary-
land farmer, waterman or other 
producer. Chefs are encouraged 
to submit recipes that showcase 
ways the average Maryland fam-
ily can prepare delicious, nutri-
tious meals with locally produced 
food at home. 

“Maryland’s farmers, water-
men and chefs produce an in-
credible bounty that is second to 
none,” said Governor Wes Moore. 
“I invite chefs from across the 
state to submit their most creative 
recipes using fresh, local ingredi-
ents as I invite all Marylanders 
to help strengthen the state’s 
economy and buy local.”

Recipes will be chosen in 
each of the following categories: 
appetizer, main dish, side dish 
or salad, and dessert. Original 
recipes will be selected based on 
simplicity, creativity, availability 
of ingredients, geographic repre-
sentation and maximum use of 
local ingredients. 

Culinary high school and col-
lege teams are encouraged to 
submit recipes. Student teams 

Chefs Sought to Submit Recipes
For Governor’s Buy Local Cookout

submitting poultry recipes may 
be eligible to receive a donation 
of poultry from a member of the 
Delmarva Chicken Association if 
they are selected to participate in 
the Governor’s Cookout (limited 
to one high school and one col-
lege team).

Selected teams will be invited 
to provide, prepare and share 
their dish at the Governor’s 
Cookout. Complete rules of 
entry and additional information 
are available at marylandsbest.
maryland.gov/governors-buy-
local-cookout. Recipes must 
be submitted using this online 
form by Wednesday, May 29.  
Previously submitted recipes 
are not eligible. A $200 stipend 
toward cost will be provided 
by the department. Chefs who 
have questions should email 
Maryland’s Best Director of 
Special Projects Kristin Hanna at 
kristin.hanna@maryland.gov.

Bradford Pear trees bloom near Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
in 2020.
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www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

http://www.mccarldental.com
http://greenbeltartscenter.org
http://marylandsbest.maryland.gov/governors-buy-local-cookout
http://marylandsbest.maryland.gov/governors-buy-local-cookout
http://marylandsbest.maryland.gov/governors-buy-local-cookout
mailto:kristin.hanna@maryland.gov
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com


Page 8	             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	           Thursday, May 23, 2024

FINAL BUDGET continued from page 1

Greenbelt 
Farmers 
Market

GreenbeltFarmersMarket.org 

Sundays 10a - 2p
Southway and Centerway

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

COOKOUTS AND
CELEBRATIONS

LOCAL
FOOD FAIR
June 2 11 AM-1 PM

Join us Sun. June 2 for a
local food sampling

from some of our
favorite vendors!

Show your Co-op
pride with our
birthday shirt!

Only $12.99 

Organic Produce

Plant-Based

Local Chips

Quality Meats Popsicles - on sale!

Grilling essentials for every guest

Veggies

Treasurer Bertha Gaymon told the 
News Review that the original al-
location of $10,000 was an error 
resulting from a miscommunica-
tion during the budget preparation 
process. 

Applying these adjustments 
resulted in no change to reve-
nues and expenditures of $37.984 
million, leaving a shortfall of 
$27,800. Gaymon proposed re-
ducing the allowance for abate-
ments to commercial property 
taxes by $75,000. The city has 
built a substantial reserve against 
abatements and after reviewing 
more recent data, she is confident 
that the lower allowance will be 
sufficient. Applying this change 
brings estimated FY 2025 rev-
enues to $38.031 million, creating 
a surplus of $47,200 in revenues 
over expenditures. 

Cinema
The Greenbelt Cinema has 

requested an increase in its sti-
pend from the current $50,000 
to $150,000 (see article in last 
week’s issue). Executive Direc-
tor Caitlin McGrath said that the 
cinema will not be able to sustain 
current operations without an 
increase. Councilmember Jenni 
Pompi noted that the city had 
helped the cinema get revenue 
from a bond bill to support their 
renovations, although McGrath 
noted that those funds cannot be 
used for operating expenses. 

Councilmember Kristen Weav-
er pointed out that two days 
earlier council had approved a 
$25,000 grant from American 
Rescue Plan Act funds. 

No councilmember supported 
the full request. Weaver not-
ed that as the stipend has been 
$50,000 for some time, some 
increase may be appropriate but 
that the requested $100,000 in-
crease is a “pretty big jump.” 

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts said that the original agree-
ment was that after a couple 
of years, the theater would be 
self-sustaining and called the 
requested increase “a big leap.”

McGrath disagreed saying 
that the original contract always 
called for a city subsidy. (Edi-
tors Note: Roberts appears to be 
correct. A June 29, 2017 article 
in this paper reporting on a June 
7 worksession with Friends of 
the Greenbelt Theatre, stated that 
“council appeared sympathetic to 
the theater’s failure to become 
self-sufficient this year, as antici-
pated in the agreement.”

The March 2,2015 contract 
between the city (the owner) and 
the Friends of the Greenbelt The-
atre (the manager) states: “The 
owner shall contribute to the 
manager an amount equal to fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000.00) per 
year for the first two years of the 
term thereof ...”)

She argued that the pandemic 

has transformed the industry. 
Some former theatergoers still do 
not feel safe attending in-person 
events. And membership renewals 
are also down. The stipend has 
never been adjusted for inflation, 
she said. If they do not get ad-
ditional funds, she said, the cin-
ema might have to return to the 
for-profit model of the previous 
operator and play only first-run 
movies. She said that the group 
may be able to reduce their re-
quest to get through the current 
crunch.

Several councilmembers in-
dicated that they could support 
increasing the FY 2025 subsidy 
by around $25,000. A final deci-
sion will be made at the budget 
adoption meeting. 

Contributions
Each year the city makes 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  v a r i o u s  
organizations, including a few 
advisory boards and commit-
tees. Mayor Emmett Jordan pro-
posed replacing the individual 
funding for specific boards and 
committees, except for the Ad-
visory Committee on Educa-
tion, with a lump sum for all 
boards and committees. He pro-
posed setting this lump sum at 
$58,000, up from the $56,900 
in the proposed budget. This ap-
proach, he said, could result in 
more timely responses to fund-
ing requests. There was con-
cern among some other coun-
cilmembers about this proposal. 
Weaver suggested that council 
could add an allocation for “oth-
er boards and committees” to 
deal with unexpected requests.  
Roberts opposed Jordan’s ap-
proach, saying that council should 
not be handing money out to 
the boards. He also complained 
that the number of contribution 
groups was multiplying, burden-
ing taxpayers. Councilmember 
Silke Pope, noting the number 
of boards and committees, ques-
tioned whether Jordan’s proposal 
was necessary. 

Gaymon pointed out that last 

year staff added line item 99 
Miscellaneous grants to handle 
unexpected requests, although this 
is not directly tied to boards and 
committees.  Salmerón budgeted 
$16,500 for this line item.

S.I.T.Y. Stars
Graves came to ask for a grant 

to the double dutch team meet-
ing at the Springhill Lake Rec-
reation Center. The 33-year-old 
team participates in a number of 
competitions and demonstrations 
each year. In summer of 2025 
S.I.T.Y. has an invitation to par-
ticipate in an event in Japan, for 
which it needs funds for travel, 
equipment, uniforms and other 
expenses. While the team does 
fundraise, it needs assistance to 
meet the $34,900 anticipated 
expense, he said. Two other trips 
are planned, including one to 
New York, which will require an 
overnight stay. Jordan suggested 
that the city could provide seed 
money for the team.

Several councilmembers point-
ed out that the group had not 
followed the city’s process for 
reviewing requests for contribu-
tions. Resident Judith Davis said 
that the city normally contributes 
only to organizations that have 
been “contribution groups” for at 
least a year and S.I.T.Y. Stars is 
not a contribution group. Coun-
cilmember Danielle McKinney 
called for consistency in how 
council handles contribution re-
quests. 

Orleans reported that various 
federal government agencies were 
meeting to discuss widening Ed-
monston Road to provide access 
to the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing facility to be constructed 
on nearby Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center property. 

Natalie Williams from Green-
belt West’s Franklin Park asked 

that funds for trapping and neu-
tering stray cats be continued, 
which led to a brief discussion 
about the city’s inadequate ani-
mal shelter. Councilmember Silke 
Pope requested that Salmerón 
identify other such programs for 
stray cats until council figures 
out what to do about the present 
shelter.

PURCHASES continued from page 6

At its May 8 meeting, the 
Greenbelt City Council discussed 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 budget 
for Green Ridge House, the se-
nior community on Ridge Road 
subsidized by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment. 

Green Ridge Community Di-
rector Kim Potts highlighted sev-
eral accomplishments over the 
past year, including roof repairs, 
new lobby furniture, upgraded 
laundry machines and a new gym 
floor. While the staff has installed 
additional security cameras, not 
all entrances are covered by cam-
eras. Funds for the remaining 
security cameras are included in 
the proposed budget to meet the 
county requirements for security 
cameras at multifamily units.

The building has 101 one-bed-
room units, 99 of which are oc-
cupied by residents. The vacancy 
rate was down in 2023 compared 
to 2022. Since rental rates are 
fixed at 30 percent of resident 
income, all residents’ rates went 
up because of the cost-of-living 
adjustment increase in Social 
Security this year. Green Ridge 
House declined to add a rent in-
crease on top of that.

Maintenance and service con-
tracts were mostly under budget 

Budget FY 2025

Small Increase Is Proposed
For Green Ridge House Budget 

by Madeleine Jepsen

last year, except for trash and 
miscellaneous operating expens-
es. The building has a full-time 
contractor who handles repairs 
and maintenance. The FY 2025 
budget includes a small increase 
for insurance, but the building’s 
property manager does not an-
ticipate any increases next year, 
since insurance increased several 
years ago.

Stabilized expenses such as 
administrative expenses, payroll, 
utility service, contracts, insur-
ance and maintenance have fluc-
tuated, but Green Ridge House 
has built in contingencies for 
many of them, the property man-
ager said. Since many building 
improvements were completed 
last year, the FY 2025 budget for 
building improvements is lower.

 Green Ridge House does 
not have extra social activities 
planned for the FY 2025 budget, 
but more activities and outings 
are being planned in-house by 
staff. Green Ridge House has an 
agreement with Greenbelt Rec-
reation to help get residents out 
for trips.

At the meeting, City Man-
ager Josué Salmerón said that 
the city had found an electric 
bus that could be purchased. The 
bus would serve seniors, an is-
sue brought up multiple times 
at council meetings, and would 
serve as a backup bus for the 
Greenbelt Connection he said. At 
the subsequent May 13 meeting, 
council approved the purchase of 
a 14-person shuttle bus, though 
not electric (see article on page 
6). 

The public will have a final 
opportunity to comment at coun-
cil’s second public hearing for the 
budget at the meeting on Wednes-
day, May 29 at 7:30 p.m.
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Police Blotter

Greenbelt Police Department 
reports one death; two domestics, 
one involving sexual assault, one 
involving suicide; and four men-
tal health diversions. On May 17 
near Laurel Hill Road, officers 
checked on a resident because an 
alarm was heard in the home.

Shots Fired
On May 14 at 7 p.m. near 2 

Hillside Road, shots were heard 
and officers found casings in the 
area. Prince George’s County 
Police notified Greenbelt Police 
of a gunshot victim at a hospital 
possibly related to the shots fired, 
but the victim did not want to 
speak with police.

Assault
On May 15 at 8:48 p.m. near 

6100 Greenbelt Road, a woman 
was approached by four women 
who hit and punched her in the 
face. A man trying to intervene 
was also assaulted.

Robbery
On May 14 at 11 p.m. near 

9240 Springhill Lane, a heavy-
set man, masked and wearing all 
black, walked in and stated, “I 
got a gun. Give me the money 
in a bag.” The store employee 
complied and the suspect fled 
on foot.

On May 15 at 6:28 p.m. near 
6112 Breezewood Court, a wit-
ness saw four young men with 
masks attacking a man; one took 
his phone and wallet, then they 
fled on foot.

On May 16 at 11:03 a.m. near 
6214 Breezewood Court, after a 
boy was dropped off at school, 
he walked to a store nearby, and 
on his way back to school three 
boys stole his shoes.

Break-In
On May 19 at 12:23 p.m. near 

8 Plateau Place, someone broke 
into a residence and stole two 
decorative art pieces.

DUI Arrest
On May 13 at 6:02 p.m. near 

Mandan Road and Greenbelt 
Road, a vehicle struck a Metro 
bus. The smell of alcohol was on 
the driver’s breath and he said he 
had consumed several alcoholic 
beverages before operating the 
vehicle. He was arrested.

Trespassing and Squatting
On May 13 at 4:47 p.m. near 

6305 Ivy Lane, two former em-
ployees, who were to have turned 
in their keys after being fired, 
entered the business.

On May 13 near 3 Pinecrest 
Court, a squatter was removed.

On May 14 near 9106 Spring-
hill Lane, a man and woman 
were found squatting and were 
arrested.

On May 16 near 6400 Cherry-
wood Lane, officers found a man 

Incidents reported here occurred May 13 to 19, 2024. Readers are encouraged to contact the police if 
they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email 
pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.
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NOTICE OF 

NNeeww  DDeeaall  CCaafféé  
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

June 2, 2024 1:00 p.m. 
In person at the Café 

113 Centerway, Greenbelt, MD 20770 
 

Sign-in & payment of annual dues, 
required for voting, begins at 12:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

** NOTICE REGARDING ABSENTEE BALLOTS ** 
 

If a member cannot attend the meeting in person,  
an Absentee Ballot for only the Board of Directors 
election will be accepted. For information about 

submitting an absentee ballot, contact the  
Board Secretary at <social@newdealcafe.com>  

 

Elections will be held for: 
Board of Directors [3 positions] 
Audit Committee [3 positions] 

 

View the complete agenda: 
www.newdealcafe.com 

 

Come early and enjoy a delicious lunch! 
 

NOT YET A MEMBER?
COME IN AND SIGN UP FOR AN  

INSTANT MEMBERSHIP! 
For $50, enjoy the benefits of membership  
for the rest of this year and all of next year! 

 

LifeNet    Healthcare Services, Inc. 
A HOME HEALTHCARE AGENCY 

NO MINIMUM HOURS REQUIRED 
301-798-5678 

FOR SENIORS, YOUNG ADULTS & PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 
LifeNet’s REGISTERED NURSE ON CALL 24/7 

OUR CAREGIVERS ARE FINGERPRINTED & BACKGROUND CHECKED 

 

 
WE ACCEPT 

MEDICAID 
PRIVATE PAY 
& LONG-TERM 

INSURANCE 
Call today for a FREE 
In-home Consultation  

WE SPECIALIZE IN PERSONAL & COMPANIONSHIP CARE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH STROKE, DEMENTIA, ALZHEIMER’S, MULTIPLE 
SCLEROSIS, PARKINSON’S, VISION IMPAIRED-Call Today for Service 
WE ASSIST WITH BATHING, LAUNDRY, DRESSING, MEAL PREPARATION, TOILETING, 

HOUSEKEEPING, MEDICATION REMINDER, WALKING, RESPITE CARE, ESCORT TO 
DR’S APPOINTMENTS, PICK UP MEDICATIONS, INCONTINENT CARE, THERAPEUTIC 
EXERCISE, MEMORY STIMULATING ACTIVITIES, 24/7 LIVE IN CARE, & MUCH MORE 

We Are Local, & We Serve All Counties in Maryland 
 

in a vacant unit and arrested him.
On May 17 at 3:41 p.m. near 

6100 Greenbelt Road, a previ-
ously banned woman was told to 
leave the store and was issued a 
criminal citation for trespass.

Fraud
On May 13 near 7511 Mandan 

Road, someone gained access to 
a woman’s social media account.

Shoplifting
On May 13 at 9:04 p.m. near 

6000 Greenbelt Road, a man 
stole merchandise.

On May 15 at 9:17 a.m. near 
7607 Greenbelt Road, a man put 
eight speakers and a pair of read-
ing glasses into a cart and took 
them without paying.

On May 15 at 12:51 p.m. 
near 7583 Greenbelt Road, two 
women stole items and fled in a 
dark gray Nissan Maxima.

On May 17 at 8:08 p.m. near 
6100 Greenbelt Road, securi-
ty surveillance recorded a man 
concealing merchandise in his 
backpack. He ran from the store 
without paying.

Vandalism
On May 13 at 5:04 p.m. near 

7732 Hanover Parkway, a living 
room window was broken; and at 
11:37 p.m. near 9208 Springhill 
Lane, a bedroom window was 
broken.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

On May 14 at 11:15 a.m. near 
7500 Greenway Center Drive, 
a woman saw someone break 
the window of a 2015 Hyundai 
Sonata and drive off with it. 
Seven other vehicles were also 
stolen: on May 13, near 7708 
Hanover Parkway, a red 2014 
Infiniti Q50 (Md. 3CT2660); near 
5325 Smiths Cove Lane, a 2013 
blue Yamaha motorcycle (Md. 
1167Y4); and near 7474 Green-
way Center Drive, a white 2015 
Hyundai Sonata (Md. 6BZ7905); 
on May 15 near 5717 Green-
belt Metro Drive, a white 2019 
Kia Optima (Md. 8EG9148); on 
May 16 near 9338 Edmonston 
Road, a 2004 Honda Accord (Md. 
8DT5513); on May 17 near 6996 
Hanover Parkway, a silver 2020 
Infiniti Q50 (Md. 7FD7299); 
and on May 18 near 5707 Cher-
rywood Lane, a 2018 Chevrolet 
Malibu (Md. 4EP8636).

Attempted Theft of Vehicle
On May 14 near 6001 Spring-

hill Drive, a 2011 Hyundai So-
nata had a window shattered and 

ignition damaged.
Stolen Vehicle Recovered

On May 16 at 7:15 p.m. near 
Kenilworth Avenue and Greenbelt 
Road, a vehicle that had been 
carjacked was in an accident. A 
Prince George’s County detective 
took custody of it.

Theft from Auto
On May 14 at 10:53 p.m. near 

9111 Springhill Lane, a man was 
witnessed breaking into a vehicle 
and stealing money; near 7810 
Walker Drive, a 2022 Honda Ac-
cord had all four tires stolen and 
a window shattered.

On May 16 near Greenbelt 
Road, a woman believed her co-
worker stole her wallet from her 
vehicle.

Overnight on May 17 to 18, 
10 vehicles had windows broken 
and disability placards stolen. 
On May 17 at 11:11 p.m. near 
9122 Edmonston Court, two men 
in a white Toyota SUV were 
witnessed breaking the glass on 
a 2007 Lincoln truck; the plac-
ard was stolen. Placards were 
stolen at 12:52 a.m. near 9001 
Breezewood Terrace from a 2015 
Mercedes SUV; at 1:32 a.m. near 
8010 Greenbelt Station Park-
way from a Toyota Highlander 
and an Infiniti coupe; near 9210 
Springhill Lane from a 2018 
Dodge Journey; near 7830 Ha-
nover Parkway from a 2017 Nis-
san; near 7700 Hanover Parkway 
from a 2023 Hyundai Tucson; 
near 8017 Mandan Road from a 
2017 Toyota RAV4; near 7714 
Hanover Parkway from a 2022 
Nissan Pathfinder; and on May 
19 near 9007 Breezewood Terrace 
from a 2016 Toyota Highlander.

On May 18 near 5807 Cher-
rywood Lane, a company work 
truck was vandalized and three 
full gas tins were stolen.

On May 19 near 7810 Walk-
er Drive, a 2018 Land Rover 
Discovery was broken into and 
rummaged through and a Lexus 
GX had a window broken and a 
backpack stolen.

On May 19 near 7801 Mandan 
Road, a window was broken on 
a Honda and a debit card stolen.

Vandalism to Auto
Windows were broken May 13 

near 7500 Hanover Parkway on a 
2016 Cadillac; on May 18 near 
7929 Mandan Road on a 2015 
Hyundai Accent; and on May 
19 near 7480 Greenway Center 
Drive on a 2019 Chevrolet.

Mosquito mitigation is pos-
sible, and proof can be found 
nearby. A few years ago, the resi-
dents of University Park started 
a program to control invasive 
Asian tiger mosquitoes, one of 
the big nuisances of suburban 
life in our region. “We wanted 
our yards back, and without pes-
ticides,” says Ed Wells, one of 
the coordinators of the University 
Park Mosquito Control Program. 
“It’s a community problem, so it 
needed community action.” About 
half of University Park’s 923 
households took part in the pro-
gram which included the use of a 
specific trap that efficiently traps 
and kills Asian tiger mosquitoes 
without the use of pesticides. 

Scientists followed the experi-
ment closely. Their study, titled 
“Neighbors help neighbors con-
trol urban mosquitoes,” published 
in 2018 (nature.com/articles/
s41598-018-34161-9), showed 
impressive results: When neigh-
bors worked together to deploy 
traps in sufficient concentration, 
they achieved “a highly signifi-
cant reduction in biting pressure 
that was maintained over time.” 

The traps used in University 
Park are available for purchase 
in the U.S., and are – according 
to the manufacturer - used by the 
Centers for Disease Control and  
the World Health Organization, 
among others, as well as the by 
the French and German militaries. 
However, one big lesson from the 
University Park initiative was that 
neighbors need to collaborate to 

GreenCAPS Mosquito Tip: 
Neighbors Help Neighbors

achieve success. To effectively 
combat the flying range of mos-
quitoes, traps must be placed 
about every 300 feet, saturating 
whole neighborhoods. 

University Park’s example 
confirms that there are successful, 
sustainable ways to reduce mos-
quito populations without using 
pesticides. To learn more, to sup-
port our work and/or to volunteer, 
email GreenCAPS – Greenbelt 
Citizens Avoiding Pesticides, at 
GreenbeltGreenCAPS@yahoo.
com.

The Bus
Seniors, Children with School ID 

and Customers with 
Disabilities RIDE FREE

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
http://anacostiatrails.org
http://nature.com/articles/s41598-018-34161-9
http://nature.com/articles/s41598-018-34161-9
mailto:GreenbeltGreenCAPS@yahoo.com
mailto:GreenbeltGreenCAPS@yahoo.com


Page 10	             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	           Thursday, May 23, 2024

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GR��R

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455 
rgreer@ncb.coop

www.ncb.coop1rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer:

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative �xpertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative

Bank* N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruckrepair.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each addi-

tional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 6 
p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery 
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.60/column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15.90). 
Deadline 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready 
ads. Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

 
 

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  
  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  

We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  
    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 
www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

 

REAL ESTATE SALE

FOR SALE BY OWNER – Unique 
2-bedroom frame end unit with addi-
tion. Single level living. Two full baths. 
Extra-large kitchen, dining room and 
living room. Separate laundry room. All 
new appliances, kitchen cabinets and 
countertop with over 10 feet of open 
countertop space, and 36” glass cook-
top. Real hardwood floors throughout. 
Large yard and more. By appointment, 
703-639-1860.

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – OVER 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

HOUSE CLEANING – I have Green-
belt references, a new vacuum cleaner 
and cleaning supplies; Melody Dodson, 
301-256-6937.

COMPUTERS, WIFI and PRINT-
ERS – Training, Installing, Repairing, 
Troubleshooting. JBS, 240-601-4163.

YARDWORK – spring cleanup, leaves, 
weeding, mowing, weed-whacking, 
trim bushes, etc. call 410-940-9945.

TRIPLE T DOG WALKING LLC – 
Insured and Ready to Walk. Hey, I’m 
Tyler and I love DOGS! We all know 
life has been different lately, but dogs 
still deserve the best that we can give 
them. With more than 3 years of dog 
walking experience and counting, I 
look forward to meeting the pet par-
ents and their 4-legged furry family 
member. Small animal care service 
is also available. Please use the info 
below to get a Free Quote! To schedule 
a Meet and Greet or if you have any 
questions or concerns, please Call/Txt 
240-676-7188. You can also e-mail us: 
tripletdogwalking@gmail.com.

PIANO TUNING – Greenbelt local.  
Comprehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restoration.  831-247-0043 www.
WhitehousePiano.com.

CUSTOM FLOORING, LLC – Install-
ing all flooring products. Specializing 
in refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per sq. ft. Call now 301-844-8897, 
www.customflooringllc.net

CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, boarding and walks. Mornings, 
Noon, Evenings and Nights, seven 
days a week. By a lifetime animal lover 
and caregiver. Offered for dogs, cats, 
and other small animals. Call Kim at  
301-520-6708 for appointment or with 
any questions.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD. DAT 
tapes to CD. H 240-295-3994, C 703-
216-7293. franksvideoconversion@
gmail.com

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
electrical, painting, drywall, leaf 
removal, landscape design, mulching 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & 
removal, pole lighting, power washing 
siding & decks. Mulch & top soil 
delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com,  
301-318-5472 .  Insu red .  Vi sa , 
M a s t e r C a r d ,  D i s c o v e r.  w w w.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

LICENSED MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – Will do all repairs and new 
installations. 20+ years’ experience. 
Call Desmond 301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Accept credit 
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

COLLECTIBLES – Small collector 
pays cash for coins/collections. Call 
Gary, 301-809-0291. Will come to you.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.ncb.coop/rgreer
mailto:rgreer%40ncb.coop?subject=
http://www.crowleycoroofing.com
mailto:tripletdogwalking@gmail.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:franksvideoconversion@gmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703


















    
     
    

   
    
  












  
 

   
       
     
     

  
     



   

    


 
      



     
  
      
     



   

    





 

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Melanie Cantwell, Realtor
9094 Baltimore Ave
College Park, MD 20740
C: 240-470-5911
O: 301-441-9511
Melanie.Cantwell@LNF.com 
melaniecantwell.com

Need a local realtor who

can help you find the

perfect h
ome or buyer

quickly? My personalized

service a
nd dedication

makes the buying or

selling process smooth

and stress-
free.

I Also live in Greenbelt!

301-213-4068
ROBLEROLANDSCAPINGLLC.COM
ROBLEROSLAWN@GMAIL.COM
LICENSED AND INSURED. MHIC 157555

the parking lot in front of the 
Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Cen-
ter, ran from 6:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
and had a variety of activities for 
people who came by, including a 
“stretching with your bike” class, 
led by Amy Rappole, a recreation 
health instructor.

Bernheisel, who’s been in 
Greenbelt for 37 years, decided 
to continue his ride, biking all 
the way to the Shirlington school 
where he works, figuring that was 
as good a time as any to make 
the full trek. “Normally, I bike on 
the weekends,” he said. “Some-
times, I’ll go 20 miles.”

For Bernheisel, the pit stop 
was a chance to grab some swag 
and hang with fellow cyclists 
before starting his journey – on 
a route he had written out on a 
cheat sheet to avoid making a 
costly wrong turn. His goals of 
fellowship and inspiration align 
with the mission of the day, said 
Kalli Krumpos, senior organiz-
ing manager at WABA, who was 
staffing a table to greet those who 
rode up to the Greenbelt stop.

“It’s good for awareness build-
ing,” she said. “We are trying to 
make biking accessible to the full 
spectrum – from kids to adults. 
We want people to be excited 
and curious.”

A Little Help
One exciting thing about the 

Greenbelt pit stop was that two 
convoys of multiple bikers left 
from the location. One led cy-
clists into D.C. as a group, while 
the other went to Goddard Space 
Flight Center. Di Quynn Reno, 
Community Center supervisor 
who helped put together the pit 
stop event, said the convoys offer 
guidance to those who haven’t 
done this before.

BIKE TO WORK continued from page 1

“They can go with a very ex-
perienced rider,” she said. “And 
get confidence that they can do it 
in the future.”

Quynn Reno added that the 
pit stop activities are completely 
paid for by sponsors, not the 
city. Some of the sponsors in-
cluded: Anacostia Trails Heritage 

Area, Greenbelt 
Co-op Supermar-
ket, McCarl Dental 
Group, Proteus Bi-
cycles, Greenbelt 
Sunoco, Greenbelt 
Cinema,  Jersey 
Mike’s Subs, CCI 
Health Services 
and Cirkul.

The Greenbelt 
pit stop brought a 
variety of cyclists 
a l s o .  A L a u r e l 
man, who identi-
fied himself only 
as Frank M., said 
Greenbelt was the 
closest pit stop to 
his home because 
there weren’t any 
in  h is  c i ty.  He 
d r o v e  t o  L a k e 
A r t e m e s i a  a n d 
biked over so he 
could ride with the 
convoy that was 
heading into D.C. 

Ivan  Cs i sza r 
stopped in at the 
pit  s top around 
6:40 a.m. to grab 
h i s  s w a g  a n d 
watch the festivi-
ties before heading 

off to work. Csisizar normally 
bikes the six miles to work on 
the days he goes in, because he 
thinks it’s good exercise for his 

body and good for the environ-
ment. He was glad the event was 
there to help others, and advised 
those thinking of taking up bik-
ing to work to “check your route, 
make sure it’s safe and make sure 
you understand it.”

While most cyclists rode 
in completely on pedal power, 
Heather Mortimer rolled in on her 
e-bike. “I mostly come down be-
cause of the people I know,” she 
said, adding she came in part to 
support biking to work, but also 
to socialize with the biking com-
munity. It was actually one of her 
teleworking days, so she planned 
to bike back home to work.

Steven Bernheisel with a cheat sheet of the Bike 
to Work Day route taped to his bike
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Advertise 
here and 

read about  
YOU. 
Not us!

$21.20 and up
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://r1md.com
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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                              IN REMEMBRANCE  
                            OF THOSE WHO FELL 
                      PROTECTING OUR FREEDOM 

On Sunday, June 2 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m., the Greenbelt 
Co-op Supermarket will cele-
brate 40 years with a Local Food 
Fair joined by local vendors in 
Roosevelt Center. The Fair will 
highlight the rich diversity of the 
many small food producers the 
Co-op features. 

The Greenbelt Co-op Super-
market and Pharmacy was estab-
lished in 1984 after the original 
Cooperative, which had mul-
tiple businesses in addition to the 
supermarket, ran into financial 
trouble. The board at that time 
voted to close down much of its 
operation, including the super-
market. In response, Jim Cassels 
led a grassroots effort to keep 
the store local and cooperatively 
run.  After much hard (and pretty 
fast) work, including a court case 
brought by some members of the 
original Cooperative, the grocery 
store and pharmacy were taken 
over by the newly re-formed Co-
operative. 

Co-op Supermarket Celebrates 
40 Years with Local Food Fair

Visitors can enjoy a fun and 
community-filled Sunday by en-
joying samples of fresh-popped 
popcorn, Filipino lumpia, fruit 
and vegetable sorbet, beers and 
more.

General Manager Dan Gillotte, 
is “excited to celebrate Greenbelt 
Co-op’s first local food fair with 
local vendors. This will highlight 
the commitment Co-op has to the 
local economy and local small 
businesses…. It’s wonderful to 
celebrate the storied history of 
our special cooperative enterprise 
in historic Greenbelt! Our com-
munity spirit is exemplified at 
Co-op,” said Gillotte.

Greenbelt Co-op has been a 
cornerstone of the Greenbelt com-
munity as the only independently 
owned grocer in the city. Their 
focus is on providing fresh, lo-
cally sourced food, and creating 
a welcoming space for all of their 
neighbors to experience together. 
The store is open from 7 a.m. to 
9 p.m. Monday through Saturday 

and 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday. 
Located at 121 Centerway in 
Roosevelt Center, the store offers 
a full-service deli and bakery, 
natural and organic products, 
high quality meat and seafood 
and beer and wine. Become a 
member and find the store on 
Instagram (@greenbeltcoop) and 
Facebook (Greenbelt Co-op Su-
permarket & Pharmacy). 

This article is drawn from a 
press release.

Food Rescue Group
Needs Volunteers

With so much food being 
wasted and dumped in landfills, 
have you ever wanted to make 
a difference and divert surplus 
food from food sources to those 
nonprofit organizations that need 
it the most? Prince George’s 
County Food Equity Council 
(pgcfec.org) has collaborated 
with Food Rescue US to try to 
prevent this waste and take sur-
plus food (whether from restau-
rants, grocery stores or farmers 
markets) and deliver it to public 
food banks and soup kitchens 
in the county. One such rescue 
is located right here in Green-
belt, at our own local Farmers 
Market, scheduled each Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. until mid-
November. Two volunteers with 
two cars will show up around 
1:15 p.m. and will check in with 
farmers and vendors to see if 
they would be willing/able at 
the close of the market to donate 
surplus food to a church-run food 
bank in Laurel. Volunteers will 
bring reusable bags or cardboard 
boxes to collect food, then drive 
for 15 minutes up to Laurel to 
drop off collected food to church 
staff, who will keep that food in 
cold storage until ready to dis-
tribute to those in need. If inter-
ested, one of the local Food Res-
cue volunteers, Jeannie Bellina 
(rbellina@verizon.net), is happy 
to answer any questions. The 
group’s motto is Be the Rescue.

Donate Sneakers
For People in Need

Greenbelt Community Church, 
United Church of Christ (GCC) 
is collecting athletic shoes by 
partnering with GotSneakers. This 
sneaker recycling program helps 
to keep sneakers out of landfills, 
where they have harmful effects 
on the environment. 

A donation box is located out-
side the Fellowship Center (the 
small building behind the church) 
for people to drop off sneakers at 
any time. 

A pretty garden on Gardenway
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Crisis Hotline’s
Number is 988

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S u i c i d e  
Prevention Lifeline dialing code 
is 988. Calls and text messages 
are confidential and free.

http://pgcfec.org
mailto:rbellina@verizon.net

