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What Goes On
Monday, February 19 
Presidents’ Day: City Offic-
es Closed, No City Council 
Meeting
Wednesday, February 21 
7:30 p.m . ,  City Council 
Worksession: Franklin Park 
at Greenbelt Station (Stake-
holder)

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

This week’s issue of 
the News Review has 
two special things in 
store for its readers.  

First, approximately 
60 fond folks celebrat-
ed their love for fam-
ily, friends and Greenbelt 
in rhyme and schmaltz 
in our Valentine’s Love 
Notes (pages 8, 9 and 
16).  Tastefully deco-
rated with hearts, flow-
ers, cupids and so on by 
our artistic layout team 
of Anne Gardner and 
Christine Doran, Valen-
tine’s Coordinator Jan 
Wolf brings us a vibrant 
spread of sentiment, love 
and joy.

But There’s More
We’ve taken the op-

portunity of the colorful 
Valentines to introduce 
our new paper stock.  
The News Review was 
the happy winner of a 
$30K ARPA grant from 
the City of Greenbelt for 
business infrastructure 
initiatives. Approximately 
half that sum will be de-
voted to purchasing a 

At its February 5 worksession, 
the Greenbelt City Council heard 
a presentation from architect 
David Whaples, based on work 
Isabelle Gournay and he did, 
urging council to take a broader 
view on replacing the Municipal 
Building. Gournay is an architect 
and a member of the Advisory 
Planning Board (APB). They 
first presented this concept to that 
body, which recommended that 
council consider her ideas. Gour-
nay was not available for this 
worksession so Whaples gave the 
presentation, assisted by architect 
Kevin McPartland.

Later in the meeting, council 
heard an update from the firm 
conducting the feasibility study 
and developing cost estimates for 
a new municipal building on the 
site of the existing building. (See 
separate story page 6.) 

Whaples stated that a city hall 
needs to be recognizable and 
needs to be in the center of town, 
ideally where people are going.

The architects call for “a ho-
listic and mindful process to 

On Monday, February 12, 
Prince George’s County Pub-
lic Schools (PGCPS) leadership 
held a virtual town hall with the 
Dora Kennedy French Immersion 
(DKFI) school community, after 
the February 1 issue of the News 
Review broke the news of plans 
to move DKFI out of Greenbelt. 
During the webinar, PGCPS lead-
ership gave a presentation about 
the planned move and read and 
answered questions they selected. 
Attendees found the most candid 
and interesting comments came 

Students at El-
eanor Roosevelt 
H i g h  S c h o o l 
(ERHS) partici-
pated in a Na-
t i o n a l  H i s t o r y 
Day competition 
for the first time 
in more than 10 
years. The local 
event took place 
on  Janua ry  31 
after being post-
poned by snow 
from its originally 
scheduled date of 
January 17. Led 
by  n in th-grade 
U.S. history teach-
er Victoria Patch-
Williams and Ju-
dith Barrera, who 
teaches African 
American studies 
and government, 
students developed 
projects under the 
2024 national con-
test theme, Turning Points in His-
tory. The National History Day 
contest was started in 1974 so 
this is its 50th year (see nhd.org 
for more information).

History Day Projects
Students choose a topic that 

fits into the national theme, con-
duct original research on the 
topic and create a project to 
present their findings in one of 
five formats: paper, performance, 
documentary, exhibit or website; 
each format has a set of rules, 

News Review Ups Its Game
To Greenbelters, with Love

by Cathie Meetre

PGCPS Hot Mic on DKFI Move: 
“Doubling Down on a Bad Decision” 

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

ERHS Students again Participate
In National History Day Contest

by Deanna Dawson

Council Urged to Take a Step
Back in Planning City Hall

by Diane Oberg

select requirements and define 
the design of Greenbelt’s city 
hall” that would honor the “plan-
ning principles that shaped our 
city and draw from the character 
of our original buildings while 
serving current requirements and 
anticipating future needs.” 

They say that selecting an in-
appropriate site could negatively 
impact the life of citizens for 
generations to come and that the 
city should consider all possible 
siting and design options. “The 
Greenest Building is the one that 
already exists,” they state. In ad-
dition, special attention should be 
given to the planning and design 
of the council chamber. 

The presentation, available in 
the agenda packet for this meet-
ing, displays a variety of impres-
sive city halls that the architects 
say were “located and designed 
to become enduring landmarks 
symbolizing civic pride.” These 
ranged from a ca. 1600 town 
hall in Hesdin, France, with an  

Ninth-grader Aashi Moola was named the 
Grand Champion Winner of Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School's History Day competition.

PH
O

TO
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y 
VI

C
TO

RI
A

 P
AT

C
H

-W
IL

LI
A

M
S

which must be strictly adhered 
to. Papers must be prepared in-
dividually but students can pre-
pare the other formats either 
individually or with one to four 
other students. All projects also 
require both a process paper that 
describes how the topic was cho-
sen, how the topic relates to the 
annual theme, how the research 
was conducted and how the proj-
ect was created, and an annotated 

PGCPS COO Charoscar Coleman was informed by phone that the 
webinar had not ended. Image from a video sent by a community 
member
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The first Valentines the News Review ran 
were in the February 13, 1986 issue.

better class of paper 
to print on for several 
months. The new stock 
provides more contrast, 
especially important for 
photographs and graph-
ics (like advertising). 
It is also less porous 
– meaning that ink hit-
ting the paper doesn’t 
spread around so much 
but preserves the crisp 
edges of the original 
photograph and prints 
truer to the original 
colors. The rationale 
is that the more attrac-
tive presentation will 
increase readership and 
advertising.

Heightened Appeal
We’re hoping, of 

course, to encourage 
more readers and more 
advertisers to pick up 
on what we offer and 
to increase the effi-
ciency of the newspa-
per in helping residents 
with their daily lives in 
our community.  We’d 
like more advertisers 
to know how effective 

between the leaders when they 
thought the call had ended, in-
cluding the suggestion that the 
move was a “bad decision.”

Candid Comments
With the recording stopped 

but the webinar still in progress, 
leaders (not realizing the video 
was still live) said the meeting 
went as they’d anticipated with 
concerns from the community 
primarily focusing on transporta-
tion and access for students in 
the north of the county, in areas 
like Laurel. Director of Pupil 

Accounting, School Boundaries 
and School Records Roger Prince 
stated that 40 percent of students 
would be closer following the 
move – a statement that indicates 
most students could find them-
selves with a longer commute. 
During the meeting it was stated 
that some would be closer and 
some would be farther but no 
figures were shared, despite the 
PTA’s request for data on com-
mute times and the impact of the 
location change. 

Love Notes are on 
pages 8, 9 and 16

http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://nhd.org
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Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday.  Submission does not 

guarantee publication.  Letters should be no longer than 300 
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and 
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment 
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's 
name, physical address, and telephone number. 
Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to 
be withheld.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
FEBRUARY 16th - 22nd

Animated Oscar Shorts 
(2024) (80 mins)

Rating equivalent of PG-13/R 
for adult themes

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:00 PM
Sun. 5:00 PM
Mon. 4:00 PM
Wed. 6:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 8:00 PM

Tues. 5:45 PM
Thurs. 8:15 PM

Live Action Oscar Shorts 
(2024) (140 mins)

Rating equivalent of R for 
adult themes

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Sat. 7:15 PM

Wed. 8:00 PM
Thurs. 8:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:00 PM
Sun. 2:15 PM

Mon. 5:00 PM
Tues. 7:45 PM

Documentary Oscar Shorts 
(2024) (141 mins)

Rating equivalent of PG/
PG-13

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 7:45 PM

Sun. 2:00 PM
Tues. 8:00 PM

Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 7:45 PM

Mon. 2:00 PM
Wed. 5:15 PM

Thurs. 5:00 PM

The Zone of Interest (PG-13) 
(CC) (DVS) (2023) (106 mins)
German w/ English subtitles
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Fri. 5:15 PM
Mon. 6:00 PM
Tues. 5:30 PM

Thurs. 5:30 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room

Sat. 5:15 PM
Sun. 5:15 PM
Wed. 8:15 PM

Ponyo (G) (CC) (DVS) (2008) 
(100 mins)

Cinema Pop!
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium

Sat. 1:00 PM - Dubbed

Storytime on Screen - Free!
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Mon. 10:30 AM - 11:15 AM

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org
Members Always $6.50!

Member kids are always FREE!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Animated Oscar Shorts
Letter to a Pig, directed by Tal Kantor; Ninety-Five Senses, 

directed by Jared Hess; Our Uniform, directed by Yegane Moghad-
dam; Pachyderme, directed by Stéphanie Clément; and War Is Over! 
Inspired by the Music of John & Yoko, directed by Dave Mullins

Live Action Oscar Shorts
The ABCs of Book Banning, directed by Trish Adlesic, Nazenet 

Habtezghi & Sheila Nevins; The Barber of Little Rock, directed 
by John Hoffman & Christine Turner; Island in Between, directed 
by S. Leo Chiang; The Last Repair Shop, directed by Kris Bowers 
& Ben Proudfoot; and Nǎi Nai & Wài Pó, directed by Sean Wang 

Documentary Oscar Shorts
The After, directed by Misan Harriman; Invincible, directed by 

Vincent René-Lortie; Knight of Fortune, directed by Lasse Lyskjær 
Noer; Red, White and Blue, directed by Nazrin Choudhury; and The 
Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar, directed by Wes Anderson

The Zone of Interest
The commandant of Auschwitz, Rudolf Höss, and his wife 

Hedwig strive to build a dream life for their family in a house and 
garden next to the camp. Said critic Tom Shone of the UK Sunday 
Times, “But if ‘never again’ really is the aim, Schindler’s List tells 
us only half the story. The Zone of Interest teaches us an equally 
valuable lesson: how not to look the other way.”

Ponyo
During a forbidden excursion to see the surface world, a goldfish 

princess encounters a human boy named Sosuke, who gives her the 
name Ponyo. Ponyo longs to become human, and as her friendship 
with Sosuke grows, she becomes more humanlike. Ponyo’s father 
brings her back to their ocean kingdom, but so strong is Ponyo’s 
wish to live on the surface that she breaks free, and in the process, 
spills a collection of magical elixirs that endanger Sosuke’s village.

Hugs
I have lived in Greenbelt my 

entire life. It is a fun place for 
kids to play. Trees make Green-
belt green. They help fight pol-
lution, are great for climbing and 
even may hug. Wait, what am 
I talking about? For eight years 
I never saw trees hugging until 
my friend, Dr. Mira, showed me. 
If you walk across the Co-op 
parking lot toward the apart-
ments, then about midway along 
the sidewalk looking up, you 
will see a pine tree and an oak 
tree hugging. Why not ask your 
crush (or family and friends) to 
visit Greenbelt’s hugging trees 
and share a Valentine’s Day hug 
or two?

Will Wertz (age 9)

Kids climb a tree at the “rocket-
ship” playground near Greenbelt 

Elementary school.

Will Wertz hugs 
t h e  “ h u g g i n g 
trees” next to the 
Co-op parking lot.

- Photos by Beth 
Norden

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution
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Community Events

This Week at the New Deal Café
SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show! 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

WINTER HOURS: Mon/Wed/Th 8am-9pm; Tues 8am-9:30pm; Friday/Saturday 8am – 10pm; 
Sunday 9am – 9pm, UNLESS NOTED.

Join NDC! Go to www.newdealcafe.com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.” 

FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.
THE NDC NEEDS YOUR VOLUNTEER TIME ON COMMITTEES. Contact: 

jbelltower@yahoo.com. We promise: It won’t hurt!

TH 2/15 FRI 2/16 SAT 2/17 SUN 2/18
FRENCH CONVERSATION, 

5:30p - 6:30pm 

Scotch and Soda
7-9pm

Latin, jazz and swing 
with a deep groove

Dirty Soul
7-10pm

High energy sound of 
funk & R&B with a feel 

good vibe

POETRY OPEN MIC, 1-3pm
49 Cent Dress

Featuring Liz Springer!
7-10pm

Rock & roll w/ the NDC’s 
music coordinator!!!!

Fez Tones Hafla
6-8pm

An evening of Middle 
Eastern music with 

dancers!

MON 2/19 TUES 2/20 WED 2/21 TH 2/22 SPECIALS!
Reel and Meal:
“Invented Before 
You Were Born”

[Black History Month 
presentation]

7-9pm

 NDC Open Mic 
w/ Joey 

Campfire 
7-9:30pm

Sign-up begin at 
6:30pm

Pub Quiz
7-9pm

Form a tean and 
test your 

knowledge!

LUNCH W/ THE RELIC 
1:30 - 2:30pm 

FRENCH CONVERSATION, 
5:30p - 6:30pm 

Cadillac Jump 
Blues Band

7-9pm

HAPPY HOUR 
4-7pm 

$1 OFF BEER AND WINE 
WINE 

WEDNESDAY 
$1 OFF PER GLASS 

$5 OFF A BOTTLE

RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642        FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.

Black History Focus
On Youth Health

On Sunday, February 18 at 2 
p.m. at the Community Center, 
the Greenbelt Black History and 
Culture Committee will present 
a cultural program in honor of 
Black History Month, highlight-
ing the city’s youth.

Also present will be Prince 
George’s County’s Health Con-
nect, with information about 
health insurance for ages 18 to 
64, and Prince George’s County’s 
Office of Community Relations, 
with information about emergency 
services.

Police Community Meeting
Join Greenbelt Police Depart-

ment for a community meeting 
on Tuesday, February 27 from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Community Cen-
ter, on the second floor. Topics 
include crime trends and preven-
tion, juvenile crime and upcom-
ing events.

Dem Club Celebrates 
Black History Month

The Eleanor and Franklin 
Roosevelt Democratic Club will 
hold a general membership meet-
ing, open to all, on Friday, Feb-
ruary 23 at 7 p.m., at the usual 
venue: Greenbriar Condominiums 
Terrace Room at 7600 Hanover 
Parkway. 

In honor of Black History 
Month, the guest speaker will be 
Dr. Dennis Doster, Black His-
tory Program manager, Maryland- 
National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission. In the course 
of almost 15 years in the field of 
public history he worked for the 
National Archives, Johns Hopkins 
University and the Alexandria 
Black History Museum. 

Doster is an adjunct professor 
in African American Studies, his-
tory and women’s studies at the 
University of Maryland, College 
Park and the University of Mary-
land Global Campus.  He will 
talk about the Voting Rights Act 
and the effects of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. on Black history.  A 
question-and-answer session will 
follow. The discussion will be 
followed by refreshments and so-
cializing. Visit rooseveltclub.com 
to RSVP. For more information, 
email Jetguerrero@gmail.com.

At the Library  
Regular hours for the Green-

belt Library are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Mondays, Thursdays and 
Fridays; noon to 8 p.m., Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays; 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Saturdays; and 1 to 5 p.m., 
Sundays. Face masks are recom-
mended for all customers over 
the age of 2 at Prince George’s 
County Memorial Library System 
(PGCMLS) buildings.

The Library will open at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, February 15, 
and will be closed on Sunday, 
February 18 and Monday, Feb-
ruary 19 for the Presidents Day 
holiday. It will reopen on Tues-
day, February 20.

Storytimes
Friday, February 16, 11:15 

a.m., ages 2 to 3. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/9968789. 

Wednesday, February 21, 
12:15 p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/9685583.

Storytime on Screen
Monday, February 19, 10:30 

a.m., ages 1 to 5 with caregiv-
ers, at the Greenbelt Cinema, 
in partnership with PGCMLS, 
offers a free program of stories, 
songs and a short film. It is not 
for unaccompanied children or 
adults. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/9733618.

STEM-tastic
Tuesday, February 20, 4:30 

p.m., ages 5 to 12 (elementary). 
Become a scientist by conducting 
hands-on, fun science activities 
using basic scientific principles. 
Learn to create amazing sculp-
tures using a 3D printer pen, 
the 3Doodler. Acompáñenos a 
explorar la ciencia, la tecnología, 
la ingeniería y las matemáti-
cas. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/9796664.

Book Discussion
Tuesday, February 20, 6:30 

p.m., 18 and older. Virtual Book 
Discussion. Black AF history: 
The Un-Whitewashed Story 
of America by columnist and 
political commentator Michael 
Harriot. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/9815855. Pick up a copy 
at a branch library or request 
an ebook via the online catalog 
catalog.pgcmls.info. 

Winter Reading Challenge 
The Washington Wizards and 

PGCMLS have teamed up to get 
Prince Georgians of all ages read-
ing this winter with the Wizards 
Winter Reading Challenge. The 
free event runs until March 31. 
To help promote youth literacy, 
the challenge provides partici-
pants with the ability to connect 
with their library while encour-
aging them to build a positive 
reading culture. For more infor-
mation, visit pgcmls.info/wizards.

Baroque Ensemble
Offers Local Concerts

On Thursday, February 22 
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m., the early 
music ensemble Relic will offer 
a lunchtime concert at the New 
Deal Café.

Later that day, from 6 to 8 
p.m., join Relic for an open re-
hearsal of its newest program, 
At the Temple of Juno, followed 
by a reception, at the Greenbelt 
Community Church. In six mu-
sical chapters, Relic honors the 
goddess Juno and all she repre-
sents: love, fury, devotion, youth-
fulness and vitality. The program 
features music by Handel, Scar-
latti and Charpentier. No reserva-
tions are necessary, just show up.

Relic is a conductorless pe-
riod chamber orchestra that plays 
classical music written before 
1750 (Baroque music) on period 
instruments. Greenbelt resident, 
University of Maryland doctoral 
student and violinist Natalie Rose 
Kress is a member of the group. 
Visit relicensemble.org 
for more information.

Senior Nutrition
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program provides 
lunch for seniors Monday through 
Friday at the Community Center 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Note the 
updated start time. Meals must 
be reserved two weeks ahead 
so that enough food is ordered. 
Participants must complete a 
registration form in person at 
the Community Center office, on 
Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. There is a 
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions. 

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each 
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for 
older adults, include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 

Buried Treasure Is
Coming Up in March

Rehearsa ls  for  the  2024 
Greenbelt Youth Musical are un-
derway. Tickets are now on sale 
in the main office of the Com-
munity Center for performances 
on March 2, 3 and 9.

Explore Black History
Saturday, February 24

Join the Greenbelt Reparations 
Commission from 1 to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, February 24 for an 
overview of Black history in up-
per Prince George’s County in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries 
and in Greenbelt from 1935 on. 
The program will be held in the 
Greenbelt Library Auditorium lo-
cated on the ground floor.

Speakers at the free program 
will include Artura Jackson, 
historian for the Black History 
Program of Maryland-Nation-
al Capital Park and Planning 
Commission, and Megan Searing 
Young, director of the Greenbelt 
Museum. Members of the Green-
belt Reparations Commission 
will provide a brief update on 
their work. Registration is not 
required. Email Mark Wilson at 
markwilsonimpact@gmail.com 
with any questions.

The SPACE: Free Art 
For All 2024 Programs 

The SPACE: Free Art For All 
kicks off 2024 with an exciting 
lineup of fresh programs designed 
to inspire and engage.

Wednesdays: Beginners Music 
Classes in Ukelele and Key-
boards, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Thursdays: Capoeira (Brazilian 
Martial Arts), 5:30 to 7 p.m.

Fridays: Drum Circles with 
Rainbow Joe, 7 to 9 p.m.

Saturdays: Yoga with René 
Hood, 10 to 11:30 a.m.; Expres-
sive Art Workshops, 2 to 4 p.m.

All classes are free and open 
to the public. The program ex-
tends a warm welcome for dona-
tions to support its community 
initiatives.

T h e  S PA C E  i s  l o c a t e d 
upstairs  in  the former Big 
Lots space at Beltway Plaza, 
6000 Greenbelt Road. Details 
on upcoming events can be 
seen on Instagram or Facebook  
@TheSPACEFreeArtForAll. For 
questions call 240-244-6115.

MLK Day Service 
Project Rescheduled 

Since Connecting Across 
Greenbelt couldn’t work in the 
Schrom Hills Three Sisters Gar-
den on MLK Day due to snow, 
the MLK Day Service Project 
was rescheduled for Sunday, Feb-
ruary 25 from 3 to 5 p.m. Volun-
teers will help build raised beds 
to make garden-
ing more acces-
sible to seniors 
and others. Tools 
provided. Bring 
gloves if avail-
able. 

Nursery School Has
Preschool Open House

Greenbelt Nursery School will 
hold its annual Open House on 
Saturday, February 24 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. This is the start 
of registration for the school year 
beginning September 2024.

Families seeking pre-school 
programs are invited to attend the 
Open House, meet the director, 
teachers and parents, view the 
classrooms and get information 
about classes.

Greenbelt Nursery School is 
a not-for-profit parent coopera-
tive in its 80th year of opera-
tion. The school is certified by 
the Maryland State Department 
of Education. The school offers 
classes for children ages 2, 3 and 
4. Full-day educational programs 
are available.

The school is located at 15 
Crescent Road in the Community 
Center. Parking is available in 
the lot behind the Greenbelt 
Library. For more information, 
visit the school’s website at 
greenbeltnurseryschool.org or call 
the school at 301-474-5570.

http://rooseveltclub.com
mailto:Jetguerrero@gmail.com
http://relicensemble.org
mailto:markwilsonimpact@gmail.com
http://greenbeltnurseryschool.org
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Obituaries

Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Green-
belt residents, past or pres-
ent.

You write it or we will 
if you prefer.  We try to 
include information about 
participation in various ac-
tivities and organizations, 
where the person lived and 
something about the fam-
ily.  A photograph and ser-
vice information should 
be included.  There is no 
charge.

One Hillside Road

Join Us Sunday Join Us Sunday 
10:15 AM 10:15 AM 

for Worship for Worship 
and Church School  and Church School  

www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

We are an  
Open and Affirming 

Church

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Sharron Lee Beck who 
died on February 5. She moved 
to Greenbelt in 1962 and lived 
with her family at three differ-
ent homes here before moving to 
New Jersey in 1981. 

Our deepest sympathy to 
News Review staff member, Lin-
da Lucas, whose mother Patricia 
L. Virden died February 8 at 
Riderwood Village. Friends and 
neighbors from 14 Court Laurel 
Hill will remember her walking 
with her three-legged dog in a 
baby buggy.

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Lent-Week #1
Therefore bear fruit 

in keeping with repentance 
Matthew 3:8

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church 
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt 

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors      
  facebook.com/mowattumc 

301-474-9410
Pastor Evelyn Romero

In-Person Worship Service 9:30 a.m.

“If you desire with all your heart, friendship with every race 
on earth, your thought, spiritual and positive, will spread; it 

will become the desire of others, growing stronger and 
stronger, until it reaches the minds of all men.”

– ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review February 15, 2024

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

February 18, 2024 at 3:00 pm
How the Word is Passed: A Reckoning with the 

History of Slavery Across America
PBUUC Diversity/Anti-Racism Transformation Team (DARTT)

with Worship Associate Lula Beatty

What happens when we refuse to see the truth even when that truth is in plain sight? 
This Black History service, led by the DARTT Bookread group, explores how our 
willingness to open our minds and hearts to our painful common history can lead 
to racial healing and justice.  It is based on the book How the Word is Passed:  A 

Reckoning with the History of Slavery Across America by Clint Smith.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming to our Facebook page, on Zoom and in person at 3:00 at: 
University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

St. John's Episcopal Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704

301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for 
Worship & Sunday School 

at 10:00 AM 

Zoom OnlyZoom Only
this WEEKthis WEEK

ALL ARE WELCOME!ALL ARE WELCOME!

For ZOOM link:
CCG1985+owner@groups.io

Worship Service, Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate hope with us.

Sharron Lee Beck

Sharron Lee Beck née El-
dridge died on February 5, 2024, 
surrounded by love, with her 
devoted husband Darwin at her 
side. Shari was born on Novem-
ber 30, 1939, in Williston, N.D., 
to Parker and Bernadine Eldridge. 
The family moved to Wolf Point, 
Mont., in Shari’s early childhood.

Shari attended Wolf Point 
High School, Macalester College 
in Minnesota and the University 
of Minnesota School of Nurs-
ing. She married Darwin Leroy 
Beck on August 26, 1962, and 
moved to Greenbelt, where Shari 
began her nursing career and 
Darwin attended graduate school. 
The growing family lived at 4-G 
Crescent Road, 3-D Ridge Road 
and then 4 Maplewood Court. 
Shari continued to work as a 
nurse and raise a young fam-
ily until her fourth child was 
born. She then became a full-time 
mother and an avid volunteer at 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church and 
Greenbelt Center School’s PTA.

In 1981, the family moved to 
Mahwah, N.J., for Darwin’s job. 
Shari took on an assistant teach-
ing role at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Nursery School, affirming her 
belief that 4-year-olds are the 
most fun age.

After retirement, Shari and 
Darwin embarked on several 
overseas assignments, in Poland, 

Ukraine and Moldova. There 
Darwin worked as an economic 
advisor to these newly indepen-
dent nations, and Shari learned to 
navigate in places where she did 
not know the language. She man-
aged to communicate easily using 
her ready smile and ingenuity.

In between these overseas 
adventures, the couple spent a 
few years in Southboro, Mass., 
to be close to their grandchildren. 
In later years, they divided their 
time between a lakeside family 
home in Aitkin, Minn., and a 
winter get-away in Green Valley, 
Ariz. In 2022, they moved to La 
Posada Green Valley, where Shari 
enjoyed playing bridge and meet-
ing new friends.

Shari’s life was full of service 
and joy. She organized quilting 
for Lutheran World Relief in 
every place she lived. Together 
with Darwin, she welcomed rela-
tives, friends and those with a 
need into her home for both long 
and short stays. Everywhere she 
went, she struck up easy con-
versations and friendships with 
whomever she met. It was not 
unusual for her to learn a new 
friend’s whole life story in the 
first 10 minutes of acquaintance, 
inspiring confidences and giving 
support in all she did. She rarely 
went anywhere without making a 
new friend.

Shari is survived by her hus-
band, Darwin; her four children 
Heidi, Heather Abushanab (Dan), 
Kelli O’Loughlin (BJ) and Parker 
(Lisa); her grandchildren Danielle 
Abushanab, Nadia Abushanab, 
K a t e  O ’ L o u g h l i n ,  S e a n 
O’Loughlin, Erin O’Loughlin, 
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Sharron Lee Beck

Ethan Beck and Claire Beck; and 
her brother Van Eldridge (Cindy).

Shari was a wonderful wife, 
mother, mother-in-law, grandmoth-
er, aunt, cousin, sister, sister-in-
law and friend. She will be dearly 
missed by all who loved her.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to the Lutheran 
World Relief Quilt program lwr.
org/quilts. 

A memorial service will be 
held at Lutheran Church of the 
Risen Savior, 555 S. La Cañada 
Dr., Green Valley, AZ 85614 at 
10 a.m. on March 9, 2024.

Tugwell Room Will
Close Temporarily

The Tugwell Room at the 
Greenbelt Library will be tem-
porarily closed as it is moved to 
the nearby, glass-enclosed room 
which previously held newspa-
pers and magazines. The entire 
collection is being kept at the 
Greenbelt Library. For more on 
the collection, see pgcmls.info/
tugwell-room. 

City Notes
Several departments offered 

presentations at the city’s Winter 
Business Conference, which at-
tracted over 120 attendees. 

The City Manager met with 
Charlestowne North residents, 
visited Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center with Public Works and 
inspected CCI-Ora Glen Health 
Center’s construction site.  

Public Works tiled the Nurs-
ery School office and, with park 
rangers and 15 volunteers, re-
moved six cubic yards of inva-
sives at Buddy Attick Park for 
MLK Service Day. 

The Greenbelt Assistance in 
Living program launched spring 
Community Nursing, providing 
in-home care for 32 residents by 
local nursing students. 

After two adoptions, Animal 
Shelter staff and park rangers 
hosted six cats, five kittens, two 
dogs and a rabbit. 

The Community Center ac-
commodated a First Amendment 
Auditor training event for 95 
city staff, a blood drive, Concert 
Band, Golden Age Club, Commu-
nity Orchestra, Honk! Situation, 
Scouts, Public Safety Advisory 
Committee, Interfaith Leadership 
and 16 rentals.

Aquatic & Fitness Center staff 
briefly closed and repaired the 
hot tub.

Arts hosted a needlecraft 
workshop, and the Museum’s 
Open House welcomed over 30 
visitors.

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
http://lwr.org/quilts
http://lwr.org/quilts
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MEETINGS FOR FEBRUARY 19 - 23

Monday, February 19, NO MEETING - PRESIDENTS DAY

Tuesday, February 20 at 7 pm, REPARATIONS COMMISSION, On the 
Agenda: Subcommittee Updates: Facilitation, Educational, Historical; 
Executive Committee Update, Open Comments

Wednesday, February 21 at 7:10 pm, ADVISORY BOARD INTERVIEW

Wednesday, February 21 at 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION - FRANKLIN 
PARK AT GREENBELT STATION (STAKEHOLDER)

Wednesday, February 21 at 7 pm, ADVISORY PLANNING BOARD, 
On the Agenda: Approval of January 17, 2024 Minutes, Prince 
George’s County Memorial Library System Presentation: Greenbelt 
Branch Storywalk Proposal, Staff Updates

Wednesday, February 21 at 7 pm, PARK AND RECREATION 
ADVISORY BOARD, On the Agenda: Council Liaison Update, 
Recreation Department Update, Administrative Report

Thursday, February 22 at 7 pm, FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY 
BOARD, On the Agenda: Sciene Fund - Interim Results Presentation, 
Question and Answer Period, Closing Round

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-
8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject 
to change. For confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-
8000. For information on public participation for the meetings above, 
visit the meetings calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
City Offices will be closed on Monday, February 19,  

in observance of the Presidents Day. holiday. 
THE GREENBELT CONNECTION WILL NOT BE OPERATING.

REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE 
Week of February 19 

Monday Route – Collected Tuesday 
Tuesday Route – Collected Wednesday 
Wednesday Route – Collected Thursday 

Thursday Route – Collected Friday

There will be no appliance, odd metals, hard plastics, or yard waste 
collections on Friday, February 23.

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR
Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION

Volunteers are needed every third Thursday of the month at the Spring Hill 
Lake Recreation Center & the Greenbelt Community Center. Volunteers will 
assist with setting up tables, sorting and organizing fresh fruits and vegetables, 
and distributing them to families in need. 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center Volunteers - For information, contact 
Katherine Farzin (240) 524-2019.  
To register, please use the link: https://forms.gle/AqNxCARjwioCntWf9.

Greenbelt Community Center Volunteers - For more information, contact 
Flora Li (301) 412-2480.

FREE PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION
UPCOMING PRODUCE DISTRIBUTIONS 
FEBRUARY 15, MARCH 21, & APRIL 18  

TWO LOCATIONS

Community Center Ground Floor East: 1 pm, while supplies last. Open to 
all Greenbelt residents. Must have a registration card via Brendy Garcia at 
(240) 424-0302 or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov. 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center: 3 - 4:15 pm, registration required. For 
Greenbelt West residents only. Register via email bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an 
excellent opportunity to engage 
with your community and make a 
difference. Choose from a number 
of committees & boards such as 
the Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee, the Youth Advisory 
Committee, or the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Arts 
Advisory Board, Board of Elections, 
Community Relations Advisory 
Board, Employee Relations 
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory 
Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability, or the Park and 
Recreation Advisory Board and 
make a difference in Greenbelt!

By dedicating your time and 
expertise, you will help shape the 
future of Greenbelt and create a 
community that values the voices 
of all its residents. Take the first 
step towards making a positive 
impact and apply for one of these 
committee vacancies today! 

Call (301) 474-8000.

GREENBELT SAVE OUR 
SENIORS GRANT PROGRAM 

Are you homebound and 
need help with personal 

care?

The Greenbelt Assistance in Living 
Program, in partnership with Pickett 
Fences Senior Services, has been 
awarded a grant to provide temporary 
home health support, bathroom 
safety assessment, and equipment to 
residents 60+ or 50+ with a disability, 
who reside within incorporated 
Greenbelt. During this time staff will 
work to identify and link residents with 
long-term support programs.

Benefits:
• RN Assessment
• Bathroom Safety Assessment 

and Equipment
• Home Health Visits

Limited spots are available!

Please email Trinity Cephas, GAIL 
Student Intern, for more information 
at tcephas@greenbeltmd.gov or call 
the Bilingual Health Caseworker, 
Brendy Garcia, at (240) 424-0302 or 
bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

GREENBELT ARPA GRANT PROGRAMS 
Applications Deadlines Extended Through August 30, 2024

To better assist Greenbelt individuals, families, and businesses affected by 
COVID-19, Greenbelt’s ARPA programs have extended deadlines through the end 
of the year for grants and other assistance.

Grants include:

Childcare Vouchers, Healthcare Vouchers, Higher Education Scholarships
First-Time Homebuyer Downpayment Assistance, Workforce Development

Micro Grants, Tree Canopy Grants
To view grant programs, or to see how other ARPA programs are helping your 
community recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, visit www.engagegreenbelt.org.

GREENBELT YOUTH MUSICAL 
BURIED TREASURE 

3/2 at 7 pm, 3/3 at 3 pm, 3/9 at 2 pm & 7 pm
Be transported on a magical adventure by Buried Treasure, written and directed by 
Christopher Cherry. 

Saturday, March 2, 7 pm, Sunday, March 3, 3 pm, Saturday March 9, 2 pm & 7 pm.

Greenbelt Community Center Gymnasium. All ages. $5.

Purchase tickets at the Community Center Business Office or by phone at  
(301)-397-2208.

Details: https://bit.ly/3ul0tFq.

EMERGENCY DIAPER DISTRIBUTION 
Open Registration

Please remember that you must register each month.

Parents must present proof of Greenbelt residency displaying parent’s name and 
residential address, state-issued photo ID, each child’s birth certificate.

To register: https://forms.gle/z3d4HevujDMJGr6p8 or call (240) 424-0302.

CURRENT CARES PROGRAMS
CARES is happy to provide the following programs FREE of charge this fall: 
Emergency Diaper Program, Family and Unpaid Caregiver Resource Fair, 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Month Webinar Series, Coffee & Conversations, two Free 
Produce Distribution events, Mental Health and Suicide Prevention in Older Adults 
webinar, Staying Strong webinar, and more.

For descriptions and information, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/CARESprograms.

QUARTERLY CITY CONNECTER

The City Connecter has been a publication of the 
City of Greenbelt since 2008. City Departments 
are solicited for each issue in order to provide a 
well-rounded newsletter. Each newsletter includes 
information about City services, events, and other 
governmental services.

Check out the latest edition of the Greenbelt City 
Connecter today! #StayConnected

Visit https://ow.ly/h76W50QvXhW.

BRING YOUR OWN BAG 
ORDINANCE

Effective January 1, 2024, the City 
of Greenbelt’s Bring Your Own 
Bag bill aims to reduce single-use 
plastic bag waste and litter in our 
local waterways and tributary 
system.

The Bring Your Own Bag bill will 
prohibit a retail establishment from 
providing a plastic carryout bag 
to shoppers and can charge at 
least 10 cents for each paper bag 
provided to a customer at the point 
of sale. 

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/BYOBag.

COMPOSTING PILOT PROGRAM 
For 18 months, your food scraps can be collected for free to reduce food 

waste and return valuable compost to Greenbelt.

The Compost Crew will pick up your food scraps weekly and deliver them to their 
Compost Outpost at Trinity Church on Good Luck Road. Quality compost will be 
returned to Greenbelt for use as a soil amendment to improve Greenbelt gardens 
and public space lands. Composting will reduce food waste going to the landfill and 
lower greenhouse gas emissions coming from the landfill. Compost Crew, the City 
of Greenbelt, and Trinity Assembly of God worked together to obtain the funding for 
the pilot through a grant from the USDA. 

• Open to all Greenbelt residents

• Join with close-by neighbors to help fill a 7 gallon 
tote for weekly pickup

• Purchase a collection tote for a one-time cost of 
$20

• Residents who are seniors, have fixed or low 
income, or have a disability are encouraged to 
participate

Register with Compost Crew at https://compostcrew.com/greenbelt/ or by using the 
the QR code.

Questions? Email: lrobles@greenbeltmd.gov.

Want to Join a Pilot Program to 
Compost Your Food Scraps?  

 

For 18 months your food scraps can be collected for free to 
reduce food waste and return valuable compost to Greenbelt 

 

● Open to all Greenbelt residents. 
● You may join the program in combination with close-by neighbors to help fill the 7-gallon tote 

for weekly pickup. 
● A good option if you have little space to do your own composting. 
● Residents who are senior citizens, have a fixed or low income, or 

have a disability are encouraged to participate. 
● Purchase the collection tote for a one-time $20 cost. 
● Register with Compost Crew at the following link, or   scan the QR 

code:  https://compostcrew.com/greenbelt/  
● Make sure you get a confirmation email from Compost Crew. 

 
Compost Crew will pick up your food scraps weekly and deliver them to their Compost Outpost at Trinity 
Church on Good Luck Road. Quality compost will be returned to Greenbelt for use as a soil amendment to 
improve Greenbelt gardens and public space lands. Composting will reduce food waste going to the landfill 
and lower greenhouse gas emissions coming from the landfill. Compost Crew, the City of Greenbelt, and 
Trinity Assembly of God worked together to obtain the funding for the pilot through a grant from the USDA. 
Questions? Email:  lrobles@greenbeltmd.gov 

Want to Join a Pilot Program to 
Compost Your Food Scraps?  

 

For 18 months your food scraps can be collected for free to 
reduce food waste and return valuable compost to Greenbelt 

 

● Open to all Greenbelt residents. 
● You may join the program in combination with close-by neighbors to help fill the 7-gallon tote 

for weekly pickup. 
● A good option if you have little space to do your own composting. 
● Residents who are senior citizens, have a fixed or low income, or 

have a disability are encouraged to participate. 
● Purchase the collection tote for a one-time $20 cost. 
● Register with Compost Crew at the following link, or   scan the QR 

code:  https://compostcrew.com/greenbelt/  
● Make sure you get a confirmation email from Compost Crew. 

 
Compost Crew will pick up your food scraps weekly and deliver them to their Compost Outpost at Trinity 
Church on Good Luck Road. Quality compost will be returned to Greenbelt for use as a soil amendment to 
improve Greenbelt gardens and public space lands. Composting will reduce food waste going to the landfill 
and lower greenhouse gas emissions coming from the landfill. Compost Crew, the City of Greenbelt, and 
Trinity Assembly of God worked together to obtain the funding for the pilot through a grant from the USDA. 
Questions? Email:  lrobles@greenbeltmd.gov 

GREENBELT WAYFINDING SURVEY
The Neighborhood Design Center (NDC) is preparing a Greenbelt Strategic 
Wayfinding Plan for the City of Greenbelt funded by the Prince George’s County 
Planning Department’s Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities 
(PAMC) Program, and we are looking for input from the community. Community 
members are encouraged to take this brief survey, and to identify wayfinding 
signage gaps or needs in the City of Greenbelt on this interactive map.

Wayfinding can encompass various elements, including signage, maps, landmarks, 
and other cues that help individuals understand their location, the direction they 
need to go, and how to reach their intended destination. The Greenbelt Strategic 
Wayfinding Plan will facilitate pedestrian, automobile, 
bicycle, or transit travel to key sites by providing clear 
directions along safe and convenient routes. 

If you have any questions regarding the survey or 
interactive map, please email Anusree.Nair@ppd.
mncppc.org.

Thank you for your participation!

HELP CREATE PUBLIC ART!

HELP CREATE PUBLIC ART! - FEBRUARY 17 & MARCH 2 
Free workshops: 2/17 and 3/2. Ages 14 to adult. Details and registration (required) 
at https://bit.ly/3TSnycR.

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Greenbelt Recreation and the Black History & Culture Committee invite 
you to celebrate Black History Month in Greenbelt. For more information on 
events in February, please visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation.

Greenbelt Black History  
& Culture Committee
blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com

FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS 
at Doctors Community Medical Center, 8100 Good Luck Road

Luminis Health will be providing free blood pressure, diabetes, and cholesterol 
screenings on select Wednesdays in February and March. Screenings will take 
place on the 1st floor of the North Building at Doctors Community Medical Center.

Dates: 

Wednesday, February 21, 10 am - 2 pm 
Wednesday, March 6, 10 am - 2 pm 
Wednesday, March 20, 10 am - 2 pm

We will be providing free blood pressure, diabetes, 
and cholesterol screenings.

Estaremos ofreciendo exámenes gratuitos de 
presión arterial, diabetes, y colesterol.

Dates:
• Wednesday, Feb 7, 10AM – 2PM

• Wednesday, Feb 21, 10AM – 2PM

• Wednesday, Mar 6, 10AM – 2PM

• Wednesday, Mar 20, 10AM– 2PM  

Fechas:
• Miércoles, 7 de febrero de 10 – 2PM

• Miércoles, 21 de febrero de 10 – 2PM

• Miércoles, 6 de marzo de 10 – 2pm

• Miércoles, 20 de marzo de 10 – 2pm

Free Health Screenings 
Exámenes de Salud Gratis 

Doctors Community Medical Center 
8100 Good Luck Rd, Lanham, MD 20706 
Directions: The building is called North Building,  
and the screenings will be on the 1st floor.

Direcciones: El edificio se llama Edificio Norte y los 
exámenes serán en el pimero piso.
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COUNCIL continued from page 1

On Monday, February 5, the 
Greenbelt City Council heard 
two presentations on possible 
approaches to expanding or re-
placing the Municipal Building 
to provide sufficient space for 
city staff. Since the current Mu-
nicipal Building was built, the 
city has added new departments, 
such as Planning and Community 
Development and Information 
Technology, as well as increasing 
staff in existing departments. The 
city itself has grown, adding most 
of Greenbelt East and Greenbelt 
Station, along with some smaller 
developments. Even with moving 
some staff to other locations, the 
result has been offices accommo-
dating more staff than they were 
designed for. In addition, organi-
zations such as CARES are now 
so crammed in that it is difficult 
to offer confidential consultations 
to residents. As a result, council 
and city management decided that 
an expanded Municipal Building 
is needed and that all departments 
not having their own buildings 
should be housed in the new 
building. 

To date, the city contracted 
with a firm to conduct a space 
study, which determined that an 
additional 10,000 square feet is 
needed, a near doubling of the 
12,000 square feet in the existing 
Municipal Building. Then it con-
tracted with Avanturs to conduct 
a feasibility study and develop 
a cost estimate to help council 
evaluate what is possible. 

Recently, Advisory Planning 
Board (APB) member and archi-
tect Isabelle Gournay, along with 
architect David Whaples, gave a 
presentation to APB suggesting 
that the city should look at other 
options and locations. Whaples 
made the same proposal to coun-
cil at this meeting. (See separate 
story, page 1.)

Feasibility Study
Avanturs Project Manager Wen 

Xiao and Lead Architect Wen 
Wang updated council on the fea-
sibility study. Earlier in the pro-
cess, the city had decided that the 
new building should be located 
where the existing building is. 

Xiao described the findings of 
their engineering consultants at 
Delon Hampton and cost estima-
tor MA Associates, LLC, who 
examined the two remaining op-
tions: to keep the newer, north 
wing of the building (where the 
council chambers are located) and 
build around it; or to raze the 
entire building and build anew. 

Retaining the north wing poses 
a number of challenges, Xiao 
said. All of the walls are load- 

Firm Recommends New City
Hall, Cost Could Top $15M

by Diane Oberg

bearing, limiting reconfiguration 
of the interior. It would be dif-
ficult to add another story, and 
the engineers had determined 
that significant reinforcing of 
the original structure would be 
needed. In addition, because the 
modified building would need to 
meet current codes, the existing 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing 
and sprinkler systems would have 
to be replaced. 

Xiao said that the engineers 
recommend completely replacing 
the Municipal Building. 

Concept Plans
Wang then described the vi-

sion the company has for the new 
building. If the Municipal Build-
ing is replaced, Wang said, it 
could be lowered slightly so that 
the ground floor is level with the 
civic green (the lawn of the com-
munity center). The current drive-
way and the area between it and 
the building could be paved in a 
different material, creating a civic 
plaza. Emergency vehicles would 
be able to drive through this 
plaza, as would those eligible for 
handicap-accessible parking. All 
other users would enter through 
the driveway off Centerway. 

Wang suggested that if the re-
designed building had a two-story 
atrium in the middle, pedestrians 
moving from Roosevelt Center 
toward the Library and Commu-
nity Center could walk through 
the atrium, creating a safe and 
more traditional route for pedes-
trians to move from Roosevelt 
Center to the civic green, Library 
and Community Center, versus 
the current design where pedes-
trians must cross a variety of 
driveways and parking lots. 

Costs
MA Associates estimated costs 

for both concepts based on mar-
ket conditions in November 2023. 
Xiao, in presenting these costs, 

noted that actual costs could vary 
based upon final design and the 
economy. 

Option A, which retains the 
north wing has an estimated cost 
of $11.1 million to $13.9 million 
or $506 to $632 per square foot. 
The upper range reflects a 20-per-
cent design contingency. They 
estimated the cost of Option B, a 
completely new building, as be-
tween $12.5 million to $15.7 mil-
lion or $570 to $712 per square 
foot. The estimates, Xiao said, 
included demolition costs.

Discussion
Councilmember Rodney Rob-

erts questioned whether all de-
partments should be housed in 
one building, which could pose 
risks should something happen to 
that building. He also questioned 
where taxpayers were getting the 
money to build this “big beautiful 
new building.” He said that the 
city should put some of these op-
erations in the Greenbelt Armory 
building that the city expects to 
obtain at some point. 

Mayor Emmett Jordan said 
that, in addition to what the ar-
chitects had described, the city 
would want to look at geothermal 
heat, solar power and other things 
to make the building as envi-
ronmentally friendly as possible. 
Assistant City Manager Timothy 
George, who is overseeing this 
project, noted that the city called 
for a green building and sustain-
ability, which is very important 
to council, staff and residents. 
He noted that geothermal energy 
would be significantly more ex-
pensive but would cut down on 
long-term costs. 

Counci lmember  Danie l le  
McKinney asked if the staff is 
looking at “fitwel certification,” 
which includes design strategies 
and policies to optimize health 

emblematic clock tower/belfry 
that is now a World Heritage 
site, to the city hall in sister city 
Greenhills, Ohio. 

The planning process, they 
say, should define space require-
ments, select the most suitable 
location from both a functional 
and symbolic standpoint and es-
tablish a workable timeline from 
planning to completion. 

Unlike the city’s request to its 
architects, Gournay and Whaples 
call for opening up the deter-
mination of what should be in 
a revisioned city hall and what 
could be located elsewhere. They 
separated the city’s departments 
into what needs to be located in 
the city hall and what could be 
elsewhere. The uses they feel are 
integral to city hall include: pub-
lic lobby, administrative offices, 
finance, human resources, council 
chamber, conference rooms, stor-
age and workrooms, the public 
information office and an em-
ployee break room for a total of 
10,562 total square feet required. 
In their estimation, the depart-
ments of Planning and Com-
munity Development, CARES, 
Greenbelt Assistance in Living 
(GAIL), Information Technology 
and a multipurpose space could 
be located elsewhere. These uses 
would require 11,250 total square 
feet. 

The first option outlined is 
to house the latter group of de-
partments/offices in a renovated 
Municipal Building and build a 
new city hall for the first group 
of departments. Alternatively, a 
renovated Municipal Building 
could be used for other purposes 
such as a senior or visitors cen-
ter, leased to a school or non-
profit organizations or other ideas 
yet to be identified. 

Or the essential operations 
could be located in the exist-
ing building “with a complete 
renovation and minor additions.” 
The other functions could then 
be located in an addition to the 
Community Center or some less 
prominent location within the 
city. 

Among the locations the archi-
tects felt the city should consider 
are: the fire station location on 
Crescent Road, the Greenbelt 
Armory site, the existing location 
and the north edge of Roosevelt 
Center. 

After evaluating the pros and 
cons of each of these sites, the 
architects’ preferred location for 
a new city hall is on the north 
edge of Roosevelt Center between 
the Granite Building and the Co-
op. They say that “This location 
is the focal point of the planned 
city. The axis that was created 
to lead pedestrians here, starts at 
Ridge Road, travels under Cres-
cent and currently terminates at 
the Mother and Child Statue.” 

The pros for this location in-
clude easy accessibility by car, 
walkable for Old Greenbelt resi-
dents, close to other city func-
tions, potential contributions to 
the “commercial and cultural vi-
tality of Roosevelt Center,” and it 
would tie Roosevelt Center with 
the Aquatic & Fitness Center. 
They did not identify any cons 
to this site. 

The architects also call for a 
substantial redesign of the council 
chamber into a state-of-the-art 
multi-use meeting room. The two 
examples of a “well-designed 
council chamber” they included 
in their presentation were one 
in Lynwood, Calif., with sloped 
stadium seating to accommo-
date 120 attendees and an over-
flow viewing area throughout the 
lobby and a 30,000-square-foot 
council chamber in Rhoon, the 
Netherlands. 

In Report No. 2024-01, the 
APB recommended that the city 
“establish a public process to de-
termine the scope and location of 
the potential municipal building, 
facilitate community input and 
incorporate the planning process 
to date.” 

Comments
Councilmember Rodney Rob-

erts was not impressed with the 
recommended site. He called it 
their worst idea. He felt that it 
would block off the views from 
Roosevelt Center. Whaples coun-
tered that it would still be pos-
sible to see out from Roosevelt 
Center. The building, he said, 
would improve the backdrop to 
the statue and sound from con-
certs on the plaza would resonate 
off the building. It could also 
incentivize the city to clean up 
the area across from the building 
that has become the “back alley 
of Greenbelt.” 

Councilmember Jenni Pompi 
asked whether the pair had con-
sidered anything outside the core 
of the city. Whaples said they 
had not.

Resident Bob Rudd pointed 
out that council recently learned 
that the city is facing a projected 
deficit greater than it has ever 
had. That council is considering 
this project when property taxes 
are too high for homeowners, he 
said, is surprising and shocking. 

Mayor Emmett Jordan replied 
that council is looking at the 
project now as they need to plan 
for the future. Currently, the city 
needs 7,500 to 10,000 square 
feet of additional space. The city 
needs to plan for 10 years from 
now.  He said the project is not 
about this year or the city’s fi-
nancial condition even four years 
out. The city should consider how 
to retain our heritage and legacy 
and still function going forward, 
he said.

See CITY HALL, page  10

Members of the St. Columba's Scottish Country Dance group 
take part in the annual Valentine's Day Dance in the Greenbelt 
Community Center on Sunday, February 11.
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Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800 Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and Dr. 
Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Ask About Our Convenient 
Same Day Crowns

featuring high-tech digital impressions 
comfortable, fast and accurate

Over 500 5-star reviews!
COVID Infection Control Certified

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by Equal Housing 
Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not 
guaranteed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and as Compass 
in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 
20003 | 202.545.6900

I believe strongly in 
Prince George’s as the 
smartest buy in the DC 
metro area. Be in touch 
if I can help with real 
estate anywhere in the 
DMV--and especially 
in Prince George’s 
County!

Kim Kash of Compass
Washingtonian’s Face of Prince 
George’s County Real Estate

PLAY BALL! 
 

Registration is open for the 2024 Spring Season for 
Greenbelt Youth Baseball Little League 

http://www.gyblittleleague.org    
 

   
  
 
 
 

Divisions available for players ages 4-14 
Evaluations and team selections start in March 

Season runs from April to June 
Coaches and volunteers welcome! 

 
Questions? E-mail us at greenbeltyouthbaseball@gmail.com 

 
 
 

On February 6, former den-
tist Seyed Hamid Tofigh, 57, of 
Potomac, who had practices in 
Greenbelt and Rockville, plead-
ed guilty to stealing more than 
$8 million from Medicaid and 
practicing without a license. His 
patients were almost exclusively 
children. In Greenbelt, Tofigh 
owned Greenbelt Family Den-
tistry, also sometimes listed as 
Greenbelt Family Dental Group, 
located in Greenway Center.

Last week, in Prince George’s 
County Circuit Court, Tofigh 
pleaded guilty to one count of 
Defrauding a State Health Plan 
(the Medicaid program) and one 
count of Practicing Dentistry 
Without a License. Tofigh prac-
ticed dentistry without a license 
on Maryland Medicaid (the joint 
federal-state program that pro-
vides healthcare benefits to low-
income individuals) recipients, 
almost exclusively children, us-
ing the names, provider numbers 
and professional credentials of 
licensed dentists to submit claims, 
reported the Office of Mary-
land Attorney General Anthony 
Brown. 

Tofigh had been a licensed 
dentist in Maryland since Sep-
tember 1994 and owned sev-
eral dental practices with two of 
his brothers. By 2015, the three 
brothers separated their ownership 
of the different dental practices, 
with Tofigh retaining ownership 
of Greenbelt Family Dentistry, lo-
cated at 7500 Hanover Parkway, 
Suite 106, and Rockville Family 
Dentistry, located at 5806 Hub-
bard Drive in Rockville. 

License Suspended 
Then Revoked

In March 2014, following sev-
eral complaints from Tofigh’s 
patients, the Maryland Board 
of Dental Examiners suspended 
his license to practice dentistry, 
finding there was “a substantial 
likelihood that he posed a risk of 
harm to public health, safety, and 
welfare.” 

In February 2015 the board 
revoked Tofigh’s license, finding 
that he kept “consistently incom-
petent and egregiously deficient” 
dental records, and he provided 
incompetent and substandard 
treatment to patients, fraudulently 
billed for services never provided 
and engaged in unprofessional 
and dishonorable conduct. 

Continuing to Practice
A dental practice must be 

owned by a licensed dentist, but 
from 2015 to January 2023, To-
figh continued to own his Green-
belt and Rockville practices and 
continued to practice dentistry on 
Maryland Medicaid recipients. An 
investigation found his continued 
practice of dentistry resulted in 
pain, suffering and infections in 
children with Maryland Medicaid 
health insurance. He also con-
tinued to bill for services he did 
not provide; continued to deliver 
substandard care to patients; used 
equipment that was not properly 
sanitized; performed and billed 
for unnecessary services, such as 
unnecessary root canals, fillings 
and tooth extractions; bullied and 
intimidated patients who ques-
tioned him; and kept very little 
documentation of services he 
claimed to have provided, said 
the Office of the Maryland At-
torney General.

Greenbelt Dentist Stole Millions,
Caused Pain, Suffering in Children

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Tofigh continued to own and practice dentristry out of Greenbelt 
Family Dentistry until 2023, despite having his license revoked in 
2015.
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Aliases and Stolen Identities
Tofigh stole the identities of 

others, forged signatures on Med-
icaid applications, used aliases 
to avoid detection, directed his 
employees to use aliases to avoid 
accountability and failed to co-
operate with insurance audits. 
When he wrote notes, he would 
sign them “Dr. T.” so that it 
could have been any of the To-
figh dentists.  From 2015 through 
2022, Tofigh submitted claims for 
payment to Maryland Medicaid 
utilizing the name, Medicaid 
provider number and credentials 
of his twin brother, his younger 
brother and his nephew, all of 
whom are licensed dentists. To-
figh also used the credentials 
and Medicaid provider number 
of a former colleague to submit 
fraudulent claims to the Medicaid 
program. 

Tofigh was paid $416,850 for 
fraudulent claims filed under his 
twin’s credentials, $3,143,975 
for fraudulent claims filed under 
his younger brother’s credentials, 
$4,751,127 for fraudulent claims 
filed under his nephew’s creden-
tials and $218,950 for fraudulent 

services filed in two months un-
der a former colleague’s creden-
tials. 

In total, Tofigh received $8.5 
million from Maryland Medicaid 
for services that were fraudulently 
billed under the names of the 
four other providers. 

“This case revealed a complex 
healthcare fraud scheme that not 
only drained taxpayer dollars 
away from our state’s Medicaid 
program, but also placed Dr. 
Tofigh’s young patients in real 
danger,” said Attorney General 
Brown. “By stopping Dr. Tofigh, 
my office continues in its com-
mitment to protecting patients 
and ensuring the integrity of state 
programs remains intact.” 

Sentencing
For the Medicaid fraud, Judge 

Carol Corderre sentenced Tofigh 
to five years in jail, suspending 
all but 78 days, with 18 months’ 
home detention and five years’ 
probation. Thus, Tofigh’s jail time 
will be approximately two-and-a-
half-months, followed by home 
detention.

See DENTIST, page  10

The New Deal Café will host 
a screening of the film Invented 
Before You Were Born on Mon-
day, February 19 at 7 p.m. as 
part of Greenbelt’s Black History 
Month celebrations.

The documentary delves into a 
significant event in 1839, nearly 
two centuries ago and well before 
the Civil War, when the will of 
Major Richard Bibb, a Revolu-
tionary War officer, emancipated 
65 enslaved individuals in Rus-
sellville, Ky. They were granted 
land, tools, homes and financial 
resources, empowering them to 
forge new lives as free Blacks in 
America. 

Some of the Bibb freedmen 
chose to sell their inherited prop-
erty and relocate, while others 
established three small commu-
nities in western Kentucky that 
flourished.

The documentary also explores 
the life and motivations of Bibb 
himself. His descendants include 
influential figures like U.S. Sena-
tor George M. Bibb, who sup-
ported slavery, and John Bigger 
Bibb, who popularized Bibb let-
tuce. Richard Bibb’s involvement 
in the American Colonization 

Reel and Meal Film Unveils Little-
Known Event in Black History

by Donna Hoffmeister

Society, which advocated for the 
repatriation of Black people to 
Africa, raises questions about his 
convictions. In 1832 he sent 31 
of his enslaved people to Liberia, 
none of whom survived the jour-
ney. Preferential treatment was 
given to Catherine Bibb, known 
as Granny Kate, who inherited 
by far the most land, 250 acres. 
According to family oral history 
she was Bibb’s daughter. Even 
though Richard Bibb felt slavery 
was wrong, he fathered children 
with enslaved women.

The latter part of the film 
shifts focus to the modern-day 
descendants of the freedmen, par-
ticularly Michael Morrow, a local 
historian and descendant of Rich-
ard Bibb. By transforming Bibb’s 
former residence into a historical 
museum, called SEEK (Struggles 
for Emancipation and Equal-
ity in Kentucky), Morrow seeks 
to preserve the memory of the 
freedmen and their struggles. He 
also aims to preserve the neigh-
borhood he grew up in as one 
of the oldest and longest lasting 
rural Black neighborhoods in the 
South. He provides mentorship 
See FILM, page  10

Major Richard Bibb is the first focus of the Reel and Meal film.
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Helloooo
Mr JPR

A star you are!
Heart to heart

Everything is OK
When I’m with you 

P-Pie, how many years now? 43?  
What a streak, and it's been terrific!  

Let's keep going for 43 more!  
B-Bob

If I were a bunny I’d hops
If I were a poptart, I’d pops

As I am neither, I’ll bring 
you Godiva

And tell you, dear Rick, 
you’re the tops.

Greenbelt Magic is 
amazing

If you live here you 
will know.

How it got here I 
don't know.

I love my family all to pieces. In order of appear-
ance (more or less): Rick, Jeff, Lisa, Sarah, Jenny, 
Joe, Pete, Hunter, Toby, Vasili, Jake, Ricky, Jenna, 

Savannah, Michael, Darien, Jeff, Lindsay,  
Margaret, Catherine, Liz, Griffin, Josie, Summer, 

Carly, Jasper, TJ.  Wow, guys ...   
Love to all from The Matriarch.

Love NotesLove Notes

MSF
Why are you talking to me like we’ve 

been married THIRTY years?!
TLP

Dad Bod Squad: Here's to another year 
of burpee recoveries, laps around the lake, 
dizzying burnouts, & overwhelming joy. <3

To my lifelong love  
from her Valentine!

Teresa:  
Entering our 18th, the love 
grows bigger and better.  
I love you to the moon and 
back. David

All my love to the most amazing people in my life 
- Bobo and Lizardbelle!  
I’ll never know how I got so lucky.  
Thank you thank you thank you!

Let's love one another and SING! 
Greenbelt! Singing together coming 
soon. Stay tuned (yes, I said that)!

Petite-fille, tu es belle, tu es spéciale,  
tu es unique, tu es aimée, tu es un tel cadeau 
pour tous ceux qui te connaissent et pour tous 

ceux qui t'aiment. Nous vous souhaite une 
Saint-Valentin aussi merveilleuse que vous.  

Joyeuse Saint Valentin EFO.  
De grand-père et grand-mère.

Michael,
I love traveling with you

(And also just staying home)
Thanks for sharing the trip of life  

with me! 
Love, Julie

I ♥️ GNR Editors
Because they are those

Who know how to spell
(or misspell) lachrymose

I LOVE YOU! Feets

Mommy: You're our slobbery tennis ball, 
our walk without head prison, our slushy 
off-brand kong, & our cozy Costco bed.  

We jump with joy when you're near.  
Love, Watson & family

You show us the universe in a whole new 
way. We love you, James Webb  

Space Telescope!

Happy 17th birthday Olivia! You are our favorite 
Valentine's Day present.  Love, Mommy, Daddy, 

Alexandra, Vivian, and Nadia.

H a p py  Va l e nt i n e's  Day 
to my sweetheart  Bob,  

with love from Lolliepop

Dear Madiya,
Ay ga ni ba gumo 

gumo.
Iri ma koy cere banda.

Love, Ibrahim

Dude -- 
You stole my heart

I stole your blanket
Happy 40th Anniversary

Love Donna Matthew Inzeo: I'm disappointed  
you weren't selected for the City  
Council. Hold your head high and 

feel our love.

Co-ops are great
Designed with much care

Let's make sure they remain
For generations to share!

Anjali,
Pyar dosti hai, agar woh meri sab se achchi dost 
nahin ban sakti, to main usse kabhi pyar kar hi 

nahi sakta, kyunki dosti bina toh pyar hota hi na-
hin, simple, pyar dosti hai, love is friendship.

                           ~Rahul

To My Winter Garden:
A most luscious color blooming
Surrounded by a quilt of snow;
Its rich pink with dark red center
Reminds me Spring is looming.

To HHS,
You hold me when I am sad.
You listen to me when I am mad.
We are happy when I am glad
My love for you is not a passing fad.
From NBS

To JD from AD:
Whether market bear or bull,

Whether prose or whether verse,
Whether White House red or 

blue,
I'll play our bad cop or worse.
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Ed loves Abby

Janet Zevallos
You were Accepting, Unique,  

Artistic and Loving
The Girl Next Door, Prettiest, 

Coolest Girl I Ever Met
A Heart for the Young and  

Innocent
And The Best Valentine

A Man Could Ever Be Blessed With
Miss You and Love You

Keith

S.S.
I wasn't looking but there you were.
I saw you as a friend but not for long.
You drew me to you in your amazing way.
We are perfect for each other, you and I.
J.S.

To Charlotte, Maggie, 
Thessaly, Moby, Dot, 

and Magic -- I love all 
of you so much. 

 Karen

Happy Valentine's Day,  
Morgan. We love you so 

much. Hugs & smooches,
Mom & Dad

J - It has been three years since we re-
united with one another and five short 
months since we married. I want to tell 
you i couldn't be happier being with you. 
I grow more in love with you every day. 

So, Happy Anniversary  
and Happy Valentine's Day!!  

Love – M

Hey Daddy;
You are great and an awesome dad.
I love you! 
Your daughter,
Maggie

In printed form I must confide
In GNR my words reside

My love for you, in attempted rhyme
Scanning, though, no forte of mine 

From Puerto Rico to the land down under,
I feel your love and joyous wonder

And though we cannot now embrace
Through call or Zoom we may touch base

Forever Near,
Your Adoring Besheret

To my Sweet T,
Thank you for being the kindest, strongest and most 
incredible woman I have ever met.   
I'm lucky as heck to have you in my life.
P.S. Your haircut looks amazing.
Love,
Jules

Dov: I love you, and am so grateful we found each 
other. This life we've built together is better than what 
I could have ever dreamed of. 
Forever yours, Stega

CRK
I love you more than words can express. 

Happy Valentine's Day. XOXO
JAK

Joe, we’ve been together, and we’ve been 
apart but regardless if you’re next to me – I 

carry you around in my heart.  For this entire 
lifetime and the next ….
 I will love you – Melissa

Museums to thrift stores, 
DC to MD,  
soup cobbler to Lego  
Fortnite,  
loved every minute :)   
thanks for hanging around!

Oompa Loompa doompadee do
I have a Valentine rhyme for you
Oompa Loompa doompado dee

If you are wise you'll listen to me

Barely 8 months and almost walking
We are scrambling and babyproofing
Riding her mint green bike – so cool!

Both blowing bubbles at the pool

Bloop bloop bloop bloop bloop bloop 
bloop

Oompa Loompa doompadee dee
You make mom and dad so happy
Oompa Loompa doompado dove

Ilan and Shaya it's you we love

Kassandra, I love you more and 
more each day and am so proud 
to be your husband. Love always, 

Matt

Kelly,
Happy Valentine’s Day! Your love brings 
light to our world, making each moment 
more beautiful. Thank you for being the 
heartbeat of our family. 
You mean everything to us!
All our love,
Finn, Camden, and Chris

Continued 
on page 16We promised each other 30 years. We've met our goal, plus 

some. Happy Valentine's Day. Happy Anniversary. 
I love you. S

To neighbors at 17, 19, and 21 Ridge:  
Happy Valentine’s from Gina, Joe, and Noelle

Meow. Meow. Purr. Purr. Purr.
Translation: Happy Valentine’s Day to the 
wonderful team at A Cat’s Life Rescue 
and all the adoptable kitties waiting for 
their forever homes!
Love ,  Biscu i t s 
(and her human 
friends, Jenny and 
Alden)

Bamberg or Greenbelt - 
always special.

Happy you are here this 
week!

Sweetpea,
It’s been 20 years of great adventures  

together. Looking forward to even more 
grand adventures to come

Your nb
Co-signed, Pretty, Ms. Moxie 

and Gustopher

:3c Meowentines

If your heart is feeling blue
This Valentine’s wish is just 
for you
Whether lonely, sad, or broken
Wishing you an extra dose of 
care
Tender love nice and bare
To nourish your special heart 
with extra flair
Katrina B.
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VALENTINE continued from page 1

Something for Everyone!
121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

Co-op Is Proud to Support
These Great Black-Owned Businesses

FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY

MONTH!

Dodah's Kitchen
Cakes

Simple Pleasures
Ice Cream

Maison Noir Wine &
 Local

Black Viking Brew

Local
Local

Alaffia
Wellness

Local

advertising in our special little 
newspaper is.

Website Upgrade
The remainder of the grant 

is to be devoted to an update 
to our website, which has been 
relatively unchanged for several 
years. It will still be a relatively 
simple offering (we are, after all, 
a mostly print newspaper) but, 
in addition to making it easier to 
maintain, we expect to add the 
ability to size, price, submit and 
pay for classified and display ads 
online.

We hope our readers find both 
these initiatives to their taste and 
we remind all who read it that a 
local newspaper is an increasingly 
rare and precious resource al-
ready lost to many communities. 
We encourage you to join us in 
helping to produce each week’s 
beautiful issue, filled with news 
of our beautiful city.  

To  f ind  ou t  more  about 
volunteer opportunities, email 
Editor@GreenbeltNewsReview.
com.

The very first issue of the News Review appeared in November 1937 
on paper with a green hue.
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DENTIST continued from page 7

Corderre also ordered Tofigh 
to pay $8.5 million in restitu-
tion within one year. At the time 
of sentencing, Tofigh had made 
one $4.5 million payment toward 
restitution. 

Lastly, Tofigh is prohibited 
from providing healthcare ser-
vices that are either partially or 
wholly funded by state or federal 
governments and must perma-
nently surrender his Maryland 
dental license. 
Greenbelt Family Dental Group

Yelp reviews for the Greenbelt 
practice produce an overall one-
star rating (reviewers are required 
to leave a minimum of one-star). 
Patients there complain of being 
billed for procedures they didn’t 
receive, not receiving items they 
paid for and describe their expe-

riences at the dental practice as 
“inhumane,” “absolutely horrific,” 
and “one of the worst experiences 
I may have ever had at a dental 
office.” Some reported leaving the 
office with a bleeding mouth. “I 
would be concerned for anyone 
who visits this establishment,” 
said one. “Absolutely the worst 
dentist I have been to in my en-
tire life,” said another. A mother 
reported the staff told her Mary-
land law said she couldn’t be in 
the room while her 6-year-old 
was treated. Another reviewer re-
ported ending up in hospital with 
an infection.

Calls to the practice from the 
News Review went unanswered 
and were routed to a full voice-
mail box.

CITY HALL continued from page 6

and wellness among occupants, in 
addition to energy efficiency. This 
measure evaluates how healthy a 
building is and how well it works 
for people with disabilities, she 
said. 

Xiao estimated that a new 
building could be completed 
within two years from the start 
of design. Wang suggested that 

with a public building and the 
need for community input, three 
years would be a better estimate. 

A final decision on how to 
proceed is unlikely to come soon. 
As City Manager Josué Salmerón 
noted, the city must also consider 
the impact of issues such as the 
new FBI building, the armory 
and the fire station. 

Greenbelt Family Dentistry 
has an overall one-star rating 
on Yelp.
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and guidance to at-risk youth, 
some descended from the African 
Americans that Bibb freed.

The documentary also follows 
the journey of White filmmaker 
Jonathan Knight and his sister 
Rachel as they confront their 
family history. A poignant fam-
ily reunion in Kentucky brings 
together descendants of both 
the enslaver and the enslaved, 
prompting candid discussions 
about race, slavery and privilege. 
Some White descendants of Ma-
jor Bibb acknowledge the role 
of their ancestors in perpetuating 
racial inequalities. By presenting 
diverse perspectives and engag-
ing with uncomfortable truths, the 
film Invented Before You Were 
Born encourages viewers to con-
front the complexities of the past 
with honesty and empathy.

The film is free and live at 
7 p.m. on Monday, February 19 
at the New Deal Café and also 
on Zoom. Online registration is 
required for “virtual” participants 
at tinyurl.com/ReelnMealFeb2024. 
The Café offers a full menu, in-
cluding several vegan options, for 
the live screening. There will be 
a drawing for a voucher to cover 
in-person meal expenses.

Reel and Meal at the New 
Deal is a monthly film series 
focused on environmental, social 

FILM continued from page 7

justice and animal rights issues, 
presented by the Utopia Film 
Festival and the Prince George’s 
County Peace & Justice Coali-
tion. This month’s film is spon-
sored by the Greenbelt Black 
History and Culture Committee. 
For more information contact 
donna.hoffmeister@verizon.net.

Help Feed Those in Need
Greenbelt PORCH collects 

donations of nonperishables and 
hygiene products and brings them 
to the St. Hugh’s Food Pantry. 
Donations must be placed by 
front doors in containers marked 
RUAK or PORCH visible from 
the street. The pantry cannot ac-
cept food that has expired.  

The February schedule is be-
low: 

Saturday, February 17 – by 10 
a.m. for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel 
Hill Road

Sunday, February 18 – by 4 
p.m. for Boxwood Village

Sunday, February 25 – by 4 
p.m. for 9 and 12 Courts Ridge 
Road, 11 and 13 Courts Ridge 
Road and Boxwood Village; by 5 
p.m. for Lakeside Drive.

If not part of a regular pickup 
route, email Robert Goldberg-
Strassler by noon on Sunday, 
February 18 at spreadruak@
gmail.com. He will come to any 
individual porch and pick up 
donations.

Anyone with questions or who 
is interested in being a volunteer 
or starting a new neighborhood 
for monthly food collection with 
Greenbelt PORCH, email Gold-
berg-Strassler at spreadruak@
gmail.com.

mailto:Editor@GreenbeltNewsReview.com
mailto:Editor@GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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mailto:donna.hoffmeister@verizon.net
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Police Blotter

Greenbelt Police Department 
had one death report, four do-
mestics with three arrests, plus 
a family dispute and one mental 
health diversion for a suicide at-
tempt. There were three reports 
of missing persons: one was 
resolved, and two were juveniles 
whose families have ideas about 
where they are. A very young 
child was found unattended and 
returned safely to the parents. 

Robbery 
On February 5 at 2:33 a.m. 

near 7595 Greenbelt Road, a 
woman was using her iPhone 
when a man took the phone from 
her hand. He told her to get on 
the ground and looked at her 
phone. He then said “she doesn’t 
work at Safeway,” threw the 
phone on the ground and fled. No 
one was injured.

On February 7 at 4:49 p.m. 
near 6100 Greenbelt Road, a 
juvenile was approached by two 
other juveniles who displayed 
a gun and robbed him. He was 
familiar with them from school. 
Police found and arrested them. 

On February 11 at 8:58 p.m. 
near 6100 Springhill Terrace, 
as a man was walking, he was 
approached by a man with a 
handgun who took his phone and 
shoes. The suspect said he in-
tended to transfer funds from the 
victim’s bank account. Someone 
was walking nearby and the sus-
pect handed the cellphone back to 
the victim and fled on foot. The 
victim also recovered his shoes.

Burglary
On February 11 at 3:34 a.m. 

near 7589 Greenbelt Road, of-
ficers responded to a burglary 
in progress at the SNIPES. The 
front and rear doors were open, 
and suspects fled with a bag of 
sneakers when officers arrived. 
A large box of merchandise and 
burglary tools were left behind. 

Assault
On February 5 at 3:29 p.m. 

near 7607 Greenbelt Road, two 
men had been putting merchan-
dise into shopping carts, and one 
of the men spat on an employee 
watching them. 

DUI Arrest
On February 11 at 9:00 p.m. 

near Greenbelt Road and Ke-
nilworth Avenue, a woman sleep-
ing in her car was arrested and 
charged with driving under the 
influence.

Incidents reported here occurred February 5-11, 2024. Readers are encouraged to contact the police if 
they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or email 
pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

2 bed/ 1 bath GHI Co-Op 
New stove, refrigerator, and stackable washer/dryer.  
Hardwood floors. 
New tile floors in kitchen & bath. 
Incl. ductless mini-split.
Walking distance to Roosevelt Center and public transit.  
List Price: $190,000

Melanie Cantwell
Realtor MD & DC

9094 Baltimore Ave
College Park, MD 20740

C: 240-470-5911/ O: 301-441-9511
Melanie.Cantwell@LNF.com 
www.MelanieCantwell.com

5-J GARDENWAY GREENBELT, MD5-J GARDENWAY GREENBELT, MD5-J GARDENWAY GREENBELT, MD

OpenH O U S E SATURDAY, FEB 17SATURDAY, FEB 17
1PM TO 3PM1PM TO 3PM

Theft
On February 5 near 6225 

Springhill Court, Amazon re-
ported that a package was de-
livered but it was never found. 
On February 5 near 7595 Green-
belt Road, a man who left the 
store with unpurchased items 
was arrested on an open war-
rant through the Prince George’s 
County Sheriff ’s Department; 
he was issued a criminal cita-
tion for theft and transported to 
the Upper Marlboro Department 
of Corrections. On February 8 
near 5500 Cherrywood Lane, 
an audit revealed theft from a 
business. On February 9, near 
6100 Greenbelt Road, two men 
stole two expensive vacuums; a 
man wearing a tan hoodie stole a 
Segway electric scooter; and near 
7607 Greenbelt Road, someone 
stole several items. On February 
11 near 7583 Greenway Center 
Drive, five suspects stole multiple 
items.

Fraud
On February 9 near 9100 

Springhill Lane, a man was 
swindled into buying a vehicle. 
He deposited money through the 
Bitcoin ATM, and was asked for 
more money for shipping; he 
refused and asked for his money 
back, and they stopped respond-
ing.  

On February 5 near 432 Ridge 
Road, someone used a credit card 
multiple times without authoriza-
tion. On February 10 near 7801 
Hanover Parkway, a credit card 
account was opened without au-
thorization.

Prostitution
On February 11 at 4:19 a.m. 

near 6400 Ivy Lane, a man re-
ported prostitution at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

Six vehicles were stolen: Feb-
ruary 5 near 6510 Lake Park 
Drive, a 2012 Chrysler 300 
(D.C. FZ6549); near 124 West-
way, a 2022 Kia Sportage (Md. 
8GA5652); near 16 Ridge Road, 
a white Hyundai Elantra (Md. 
1EC3298); near 8003 Lakecrest 
Drive, a 2020 Hyundai Elantra 
(Md. 8MP5217). On February 
7 near 7800 Hanover Parkway, 
a silver 2006 Infiniti EX35 (Va. 
TMB3972); and on February 8 
near 9100 Edmonston Court, a 
maroon 2015 Hyundai Sonata 
(Md. 3EY3789). 

Stolen Vehicles Recovered
On February 5 near 6400 Ivy 

Lane, a 2020 Hyundai Elantra 
was stolen; it was recovered by 
Prince George’s County Police 
Department, and the two subjects 
involved were arrested after they 
were chased and crashed the 
vehicle.

On February 11 near 6025 
Springhill Drive, a 2013 Hyundai 
Elantra stolen in Prince George’s 
County was located and im-
pounded.  

Theft from Auto
Airbags were stolen on Febru-

ary 7: from a 2015 Honda CRV 
near 7900 Winterwood Place; a 
2017 Honda Pilot near 7200 Sun-
set Place; a 2017 Pilot 7601 near 
Greenbrook Drive; a 2014 Toyota 
Corolla near Frankfort Drive 
and Jacobs Drive; and a vehicle 
near 6100 Breezewood Drive. 
Near 8005 Lakecrest Drive, a 
catalytic converter was stolen. On 
February 10 near 7702 Hanover 
Parkway, another Honda Pilot had 
the airbag stolen.

Windows were broken and 
items stolen on February 8 near 
9100 Springhill Lane; and near 
6200 Springhill Court, two phone 
chargers; on February 9 near 
9300 Edmonston Road, a purse; 
and near 9240 Springhill Lane, 
several items. Windows were 
broken on a vehicle February 8 
near 6404 Ivy Lane, a Kia Forte 
rental on February 9 near 9100 
Springhill Lane, a 2010 Camry 
on February 9 near 5800 Cherry-
wood Lane and a Dodge Charger 
on February 10 near 7500 Man-
dan Road.

Vandalism to Auto 
On February 7 near 1 Pla-

teau Place, a vehicle had mul-
tiple deep scratches on the 
hood and roof.  On February 9 
near 9005 Breezewood Terrace, 
a 2012 Hyundai Elantra and a 
2015 Chevy Malibu had windows 
smashed. A passerby stated the 
suspect was a woman wearing a 
black hoodie and gray leggings.

At approximately 1:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, February 11, more than 
100 cars and dozens of spectators 
filled the intersection of Hanover 
Parkway and Greenway Cen-
ter Drive. In what is sometimes 
called a “sideshow,” vehicles 
performed “donuts” while people 
stood along the roadway and in 
the center of the intersection, 
cheering and filming the autos on 
cell phones, despite their proxim-
ity to the reckless driving. While 
street racing involves cars speed-
ing along a stretch of road, street 
takeovers are events in which 
drivers and crowds shut down in-
tersections to show off their high-
speed maneuvers and stunts such 
as donuts, burnouts and drifting. 
In the early hours of Sunday 
morning spectators created Tik-
Tok videos and livestreamed the 
incident, footage of which also 
circulated online. The crowd also 
set off fireworks in the street.

The group began its series 
of street takeovers that night 
outside of Greenbelt, convening 
in Charles County. They were 
repeatedly dispersed and pushed 

Street Takeover by Cars, Crowd 
At Hanover Pkwy. Intersection

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

further north as police attempted 
to break up their activity in Up-
per Marlboro, Landover and D.C., 
before they selected Greenbelt 
as their next site. Street take-
overs are frequently coordinated 
through social media and text 
messaging.

On Sunday, officers from 
Riverdale Park Police, Mount 
Rainier Police, U.S. Park Police, 
Prince George’s County Police 
and Maryland State Police all 
responded to assist Greenbelt 
Police in controlling the crowd 
and breaking up the meeting. 
Fireworks were thrown at officers’ 
vehicles as they attempted to dis-
perse the gathering.

There were no arrests made 
by Greenbelt Police. The incident 
is treated as a dispersal because 
there were no injuries, accidents 
or arrests. If another agency is 
investigating the incidents on Sat-
urday night and Sunday morning, 
red light cameras may provide 
law enforcement with further 
information, though the vehicles 
or tags involved could be stolen.

Cars and people take over the street at Hanover and Greenway 
Center Drive in the early hours of Sunday, February 11.
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Crisis Hotline’s
Number is 988

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S u i c i d e  
Prevention Lifeline dialing 
code is 988. Calls and text 
messages are confidential and 
free.

Critical 
Missing 
Business 

YOURS!  
Be Found for 

$21.20 and up.
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

The Greenbelt Citizens Po-
lice Academy (GCPA) 10-week 
program will be held on Thurs-
days from 7 to 9 p.m., starting 
on March 7. This free program 
aims to foster communication 
and understanding between the 
community and the police. It’s 
an excellent opportunity for any-
one living, working or attending 
school in Greenbelt to learn more 

Citizens Police Academy
Applications Due Feb. 22

about how the police depart-
ment operates, says the Greenbelt 
Police Department. The GCPA 
program offers a combination of 
classroom and hands-on instruc-
tion on various police functions. 

To obtain an application, con-
tact Rico Dennis at rdennis@
greenbeltmd.gov. Applications 
must be submitted by Thursday, 
February 22. 

On Friday, February 9, three 
Toyota four-door cars, one white, 
one black and one red, followed 
two students walking to Green-
belt Middle School. A juvenile 
in one of the cars shot at the 
students with a BB gun. For-
tunately, the students were not 
injured. Police responded and 
escorted the students to school 
and informed the school and the 
students’ parents of the incident. 
Greenbelt Police also increased 
their patrol of the area and are 

Youth Shoots a BB Gun 
At Middle School Students 

looking for any available footage. 
Police are not providing a precise 
location of the incident to prevent 
the juveniles from being identi-
fied or targeted further. Anyone 
with information is asked to call 
301-474-7200.

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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HOT MIC continued from page 1 HISTORY continued from page 1

BLACK HISTORY PROGRAM 
ON THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT and MLK

Celebrate Black History Month on 
Friday, February 23rd, at 7 pm at the 
Greenbriar Community Building.
The Director of the M-NCPPC, Dennis 
Dotson, will be the speaker for the Black 
History Program, discussing The Voting 
Rights Act and the Timeless Impact of MLK.
Feel free to discuss his lecture, socialize 
and enjoy the refreshments after the  
presentation.
Become a member or renew your membership 
at our website:  rooseveltclub.com
Any Questions?  Jetguerrero@gmail.com

School News

PGCPS Chief Operating Of-
ficer Charoscar Coleman said, 
“You know what bothers me? 
… I feel like we’re doubling 
down on a bad decision. It is our 
decision, but if there was space 
at Goddard and this was an op-
portunity to put them back at 
Goddard, why aren’t they back at 
Goddard? Why aren’t we moving 
them back to Goddard?” 

“Because they hate each oth-
er!” exclaimed Director of Capital 
Programs Shawn Matlock. “They 
fought each other,” he said, ap-
parently referring to the Robert 
Goddard Montessori and DKFI 
schools. 

“That’s not a reason,” argued 
Coleman. “All this data. They 
hate going to Kenmoor. They 
hate going to Landover. They 
don’t want to do anything except 
stay in that building until they 
can get a new one right there in 
Old Greenbelt … This is why we 
end up twisted up into the facts 
apply sometimes and sometimes 
they don’t.” 

Coleman was about to reiter-
ate something Matlock had said 
but was interrupted by Marissa 
Thomas, Administrative Secretary 
to Jason Washington, who asked 
them to “pause for just a moment 
with our speaking” as Coleman 
was informed by phone that they 
were still in a live meeting.

Though Coleman was caught 
in a “hot mic” moment, many 
parents from the DKFI commu-
nity appreciated his request for a 
fact-and-data-based decision for 
the future of the school. 

Webinar
DKFI’s PTA had requested 

an in-person town hall meeting 
with PGCPS leaders and were 
frustrated with the option of a 
webinar, in which participants 
were not able to speak, see each 
other or see questions asked by 
others in the chat unless present-
ers answered or acknowledged a 
question.

Rationale for Kenmoor Move
During the presentation, Mat-

lock suggested the move from 
Greenbelt to Kenmoor would be 
beneficial to DKFI because they 
would be transferring from a 
school built in 1937 to one built 
in 1973. The Kenmoor building is 
about 12 Facilities Condition In-
dex (FCI) points better than their 
current building, he said, with a 
safer parking lot, a playground 
that’s been put in place for the 
elementary school that is cur-
rently using it as a swing space, 
and bathrooms adapted to work 
for elementary school children. 
There’s also been work on the 
steampipe and a boiler replace-
ment is scheduled. 

They responded to a ques-
tion about potable water, some-
thing DKFI has struggled with 
in their current location, stating 
that Kenmoor does not have po-
table water. This is true of most 
PGCPS buildings constructed 
before 2000, they said.

No New Building
DKFI parents and the PTA 

posed questions about why they 
have never been in line for a new 
building, despite being in one of 
the oldest in the county. During 
the webinar, they were told that 
DKFI was considered a program 
rather than a school. 

“This school isn’t just a pro-
gram. It’s part of our commu-

nity,” wrote René Richardson in 
the Q & A period, a comment 
that was acknowledged. “All of 
the ‘immersion programs’ are 
full schools with students who 
deserve the best possible start to 
their educations. They shouldn’t 
be treated as though they are 
somehow less than the boundary 
schools,” said Richardson, who 
lives in Bowie and has a child 
at DKFI.

Director of Alternative Infra-
structure Planning and Develop-
ment Jason Washington explained 
that specialty schools are not pri-
oritized for state funding as regu-
lar boundary schools are. State 
money is focused on right-sizing 
community schools, he said. 

There is also no money al-
located to renovate Kenmoor. 
“We’re not going to renovate 
Kenmoor,”  s ta ted  Mat lock, 
though he said there may be fu-
ture upgrades to make the build-
ing “comfortable and effective.” 
Asked why Kenmoor Middle 
School was moved out of the 
building but it was suitable for 
DKFI to move into, Coleman 
replied that the original Ken-

moor Middle School is in good 
condition. … The new building 
was constructed to accommodate 
increased enrollment, not poor 
building conditions. However, a 
PGCPS employee at Kenmoor 
told the News Review that in 
addition to severe overcrowd-
ing, the school also experienced 
problems with mold and asbestos. 
During the meeting the present-
ers did not respond to a question 
posed about those issues or any 
remediation that’s taken place. 
They did mention the replace-
ment of ceiling tiles due to as-
bestos.

Call for Empathy
Board of Education Member 

for District 2 Jonathan Briggs 
asked for the administration to 
“look beyond the logistics” and 
approach the situation with empa-
thy for the children. Washington 
acknowledged the community as 
a school saying, “Dora Kennedy 
is a school. It is not a program. 
It is not an afterthought.”

Superintendent Millard House 
also attempted to empathize, 
saying “change is very difficult,” 

bibliography identifying the pri-
mary and secondary sources used. 
Projects are evaluated on histori-
cal quality (80 percent) and clar-
ity of presentation (20 percent).

ERHS Contest
Ninety-three projects were 

submitted to the ERHS History 
Day contest: 13 papers, one per-
formance, 15 individual and two 
group documentaries, 33 individu-
al and two group exhibits, and 21 
individual and six group websites.

Fifteen volunteer judges from 
a variety of backgrounds evalu-
ated the projects, about half of 
whom were participating for the 
first time. Judges worked in pairs, 
sometimes with an ERHS teacher 
stepping in as a judge, and used 
an evaluation rubric to rate each 
project’s level of achievement 
(exemplary, proficient, develop-
ing, novice, not evident) in sev-
eral project elements including 
the historical argument, context, 
accuracy and significance and 
whether multiple perspectives 
were considered. Judges also had 
to review the process paper and 
the sources used, assess whether 
all format requirements had been 
met, provide written feedback 
and talk with the student(s) who 
were on hand to answer ques-
tions. Each judge evaluated nine 
or so total projects, in at least 
three formats. After evaluating 
the assigned projects in a for-
mat, the pair of judges decided 
which projects, of the ones they’d 
viewed, were first and second 
place in that format. It was chal-
lenging, particularly for first-time 
judges, to do all the evaluation 
steps for a project quickly and 
fairly, knowing that all the judg-
ing had to be completed within 
two hours.

Midway through the judging, 
however, the tight schedule was 
upset when it was announced 
over the public address system 
that the school was going into 

lockdown (it was not stated if 
the threat was within the school; 
it was later learned that there 
was police activity in the vicin-
ity). Doors to the library and its 
side rooms, where the event was 
taking place, were immediately 
locked, window shades were low-
ered and lights were turned off. It 
was 30 or so minutes before the 
all-clear was given and the judg-
ing resumed, enough of a disrup-
tion that teachers Patch-Williams 
and Barrera, who still had to 
review all the judges’ evalua-
tions and rankings, decided that 
the contest winners would not be 
named that day.

Contest Winners
Aashi Moola was named the 

Grand Champion Winner for 
her paper Mosquitos, Medicine 
and Major Milestones: William 
Gorgas’s Legacy on the Panama 
Canal. She and other top finishers 
advance to the Prince George’s 
County History Day Contest, 
which will be held on March 
9 at Benjamin Tasker Middle 
School in Bowie. The Maryland 
History Day competition will be 
held on May 4 at the University 
of Maryland, Baltimore County, 
and the national competition will 
take place on June 9 to 13 at the 
University of Maryland, College 
Park.

For all participating students, 
the steps involved in choosing 
and researching a topic and de-
veloping a History Day project 
are experiences that should serve 
them well through their school 
years and perhaps help them 
choose a career path to follow. 
Greenbelt Middle School stu-
dents will participate in a History 
Day contest (junior division) on 
Thursday, February 15.

Deanna Dawson was a first-
time judge for the ERHS History 
Day contest.

See HOT MIC, page  13

See HISTORY, page  13

This map shows the current location of Dora Kennedy French Im-
mersion in Greenbelt, the proposed location at Kenmoor and the 
location of the second French immersion school, Maya Angelou. The 
two schools have different catchment areas, with DKFI serving the 
north of the county (shaded brown) and Maya Angelou serving the 
south. The dividing line is Central Avenue. Image compiled from 
those of PGCPS Pupil Accounting and School Boundaries.
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GREENBELT NURSERY SCHOOL 
Open House Sat., Feb. 24, 10 am.—1 pm. 

REGISTRATION FOR FALL 2024 
Classes for children 2, 3, & 4 

WWW.GREENBELTNURSERYSCHOOL.ORG 

School News

and sharing that his recent move 
across country with his family for 
his new job as superintendent had 
been tough.

A Permanent Home
PGCPS leaders reiterated that 

Kenmoor would be DKFI’s per-
manent home. Once they moved 
in it would no longer be a swing 
space. Some parents were skepti-
cal. The current Greenbelt build-
ing is not a designated swing 
space but will be used as such 
due to a boundary school’s need 
for the space. Could that hap-
pen again at Kenmoor if a local 
school needed the space there? 
The question was not acknowl-
edged by the presenters.

Transportation and Location
DKFI is a specialty school 

serving northern Prince George’s 
County. The dividing line for 
students to go to DKFI or Maya 
Angelou (the French immersion 
school for the south) is Cen-
tral Avenue. School Boundaries 
Manager Rhianna McCarter told 
attendees that the Landover site 
was “located well within the 
current service area.” McCarter 
said they’d expected to find a 
larger cluster of students around 
Greenbelt and though there were 
some, students were well dis-
tributed throughout the north of 
the county. “I understand parents 
make decisions based on loca-
tion, which is why we’re trying 
to give a lot of notice,” said Mc-
Carter, though PGCPS was not 
the one to share the plan with the 
community.

Asked how students coming 
from Laurel and others need-
ing transportation would be ac-
commodated, Washington said 
PGCPS would look to secure 
more bus drivers, which would 
enable them to better plan routes. 

However, the hiring and reten-
tion of bus drivers has continued 
to be difficult for the school dis-
trict amidst a nationwide driver 
shortage. Lyssa Hargrove has a 
fourth and a seventh grader at 
DKFI. She lives in Laurel and 
says though she can drive to the 
school in Greenbelt in 15 to 20 
minutes, depending on traffic, 
her children have much longer 
commutes taking the bus. “For 
their bus route, school lets out at 
3:45 p.m. and they are home at 
5:30 p.m. I cannot imagine what 
moving further south would do to 
that commute,” Hargrove told the 
News Review. John McElhenny 
of Greenbelt has three children 
at DKFI. They were registered 
to take the bus but are now fre-
quently car riders due to the un-
reliability of bus service, he told 
the News Review. “What’s the 
plan to actually fix the bus driver 
shortage and why haven’t they 
fixed it?” he said to the News 
Review, after the meeting. 

Broken Trust
During the meeting Washing-

ton stated they had “examined 
every option,” and there were no 
other suitable spaces for DKFI. 
However, the later comments 
between leaders who thought the 
meeting had ended suggest the 
nearby Robert Goddard Mon-
tessori building, which would 
involve very little geographic 
relocation, might be an option. 
As another specialty K-8 school 
drawing from the north of the 
county, as DKFI does, it also 

might offer the possibility of 
shared buses. 

Tracy O’Heir  of  Berwyn 
Heights is the parent of a first 
grader at DKFI. She wasn’t 
against moving until now. “Since 
PGCPS has been caught admitting 
they are misleading the school 
community about this decision, 
I am against the move at this 
moment because I don’t believe 
we have an honest broker who 
wants the best for our children,” 

HOT MIC continued from page 12

Paper
First Place and Grand Cham-

pion Winner: Aashi Moola
Second Place: Hayser Ro-

driguez, How Makeup Became 
a Turning Point in History in 
Women’s Fight for Social Jus-
tice

Honorable Mentions: Arely 
Martinez, Collapsing of the 
Wall of Exclusion; Cheyenne 
Godfrey, World War II and Civil 
Rights

Individual Performance
First Place: Aiyanna Mont-

gomery, You’ve Done Enough: 
How Britain Tried to Destroy 
India

Individual Documentary
First Place: Armelle Pokam, 

How the Rap Group N.W.A.’s 
Music Became Symbols of Re-
bellion to Generations and More 
to Come

Second Place: Christina Atta-
Safoh, The Turning Point in 
European Colonialism of Af-
rica: Ghana’s Fight for African 
Liberation

Honorable Mentions: Kaleese 
Jallow, The History of Black 
Wall Street 1921: Growth, 
Unity, and New Beginnings; 
Emerika Amanze, The First of 
17 billion: How the Cell Phone 
Was a Turning Point In History

Group Documentary
First Place: Greydy Garcia 

and Zoe Johnson, Voting in 
Vogue: Fighting with Fashion

Second Place: Immanuel Ma-
teo and Aaron Khoo, Arcades: 
Driving the Gaming Industry

Individual Exhibit
First Place: Joshua Herrera 

Guzman, The Birthing of the 
First Socialist State

HISTORY continued from page 12

Second Place: Nolan Ossi, 
Nuclear Power

Honorable Mentions: Leo 
Foreman, The Haitian Revolu-
tion: How the Haitian Revolu-
tion Turned History Around; 
Peyton Castiel Medenilla, The 
Comfort Women

Group Exhibit
First Place: Riley Rios and 

Luis Arias, Red Summer of 
1919: The Resilience of Black 
Communities

Second Place: Fafa Kwakou, 
Boluwatife Lamidi and Olu-
watumininu Kunle-Rabiu, The 
Whistle of Death? The Fuel to 
the Fire

Individual Website
First Place: Kelis Carter, 

Fred Hampton: The Black Mes-
siah

TIE Second Place: Arfan 
Rashid,  Ammonia:  How It 
Changed the World

TIE Second Place: Arna 
Gumgol, An Embryonic Ex-
traordinaire: 1997 Cloning of 
Dolly the Sheep

Group Website
First Place: Elishama Samba, 

Martha Tellez and Ayotomiwa 
Akanbi, The Contribution of 
Chinese Laborers to the Trans-
continental Railroad: Paving the 
way for America’s Transporta-
tional Revolution

Second Place: Faith Adewole, 
Saxen Lancaster and Winter 
Swann, Prohibition: The Rise 
of the FBI

Honorable Mentions: Judah 
Ogunsola and Joaquin Tillard, 
Napalm and the Night of Black 
Snow; Paul Chang and Praise 
Emah, Origins of NHD

2024 History Day Winners, 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School

On the right, the old Kenmoor building is proposed as DKFI's new 
permanent home in Greater Landover. The white building to its left 
is Kenmoor Middle School's new building, which opened in 2023.
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she said. “I do believe we need 
a new building and don’t mind 
a move but want it to be built 
on a trusting relationship and 
having real information about 
the location. Based on the hot 
mic conversation that was caught 
[Monday] night, I believe there 
are more options than we were 
led to believe.” 

The author has two children 
currently attending DKFI.

Love Birds created at the Friends and Family Workshop 
with Rachel Cross at the Community Center

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
RA

C
H

EL
 A

N
N

 C
RO

SS



Page 14	             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	           Thursday, February 15, 2024

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GREER

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455

rgreer@ncb.coop

ww.ncb.coop/rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer: 

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing 

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative Expertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative 

Bank, N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each addi-

tional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 6 
p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery 
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.60/column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15.90). 
Deadline 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready 
ads. Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE IN OLD GREENBELT – 6 
piece bedroom set, dark wood, $200, 
Call 240-353-6500 if interested.

FOR SALE IN OLD GREENBELT – 
TV 55 inch, Samsung RU7300, 4K ultra 
high definition, curved screen, excellent 
condition, $75, call 301-345-2449.

NOTICES

TOO LATE FOR LOVE? Never. Send-
ing love to all my Greenbelt neighbors, 
from the old man of Greenbelt, John 
Henry Jones. Happy Valentines Day

DEAR MJ – You bring delight to my 
day! Whether through art and music 
you shine, or when it’s cuddle time, 
you’re my Valentine. Love Mama

NO LOVE NOTES you see, well it’s 
a mystery, but not to you, A., because 
even though I’m perpetually 2 days late, 
my love is sincere.  C.

YOU’RE TALLER KH but not too tall 
for Valentine’s hugs. Sending some 
sweetness your way on Valentines Day. 
Love Mama

SERVICES

YARDWORK – spring cleanup, leaves, 
weeding, mowing, weed-wacking, trim 
bushes, etc. call 410-940-9945.

CUSTOM FLOORING, llc Installing 
all flooring Products. Specializing in 
refinishing hardwood. Starting $3.50 
per Sq. Ft. Call Now 301-844-8897, 
www.customflooringllc.net.

COMPUTERS, WIFI and PRINT-
ERS – Training, Installing, Repairing, 
Troubleshooting. JBS, 240-601-4163. 

CARING KIM’S PET Care – Drop-in 
visits, walks and boarding by a lifetime 
animal lover and caregiver.  Offered for 
dogs, cats and other small animals.  Call 
Kim at 301-520-6708 for appointments 
or with questions.

HOUSECLEANING – OVER 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD. 
DAT tapes to CD. H 240-295-3994,  
C 703-216-7293.

COLLECTIBLES – Small collector 
pays cash for coins/collections. Call 
Gary, 301-809-0291. Will come to you

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

DO YOU NEED A TUTOR in Math, 
Chemistry or AP Chemistry with 
an Experienced Teacher? Email: 
Janehemeltmennella@gmail.com. 
Text: 240-475-2802. 

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
plumbing, electrical, painting, drywall, 
leaf removal, landscape design, 
mulching flower beds, bucket truck 
services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch 
& top soil delivery. Dkellaher@
hotmail.com, 301-318-5472. Insured. 
Visa, MasterCard, Discover. www.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

LICENSED MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – Will do all repairs and new 
installations. 20+ years’ experience. 
Call Desmond 301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Accept credit 
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

YARD/MOVING SALES

SATURDAY 2/17/24, 8 a.m.-1 p.m., 
indoor, 13-S Hillside Rd Greenbelt 
Md 20706. Some items available are 
women’s XXL clothes and shoes, men’s 
15 1/2 shirts, china, lights, crystal glass, 
power washer, portable sauna, electron-
ics, luggage, and much more.

 
 

IIss  yyoouurr  ddoogg  bboorreedd??  
  NNeeeedd  eexxeerrcciissee??  

We provide 

MMiidd--ddaayy  DDoogg  WWaallkkiinngg  
    CCaatt  SSiittttiinngg  

……………………………………………………………… 

301-260-TAIL (8245) 
www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com 

 

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.customflooringllc.net
mailto:Janehemeltmennella@gmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703


















      
       


   

    












  
 

   
       
     
     

  
      
  


     
      



    
      
      


     
  
      
     



   

    





 



 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

Letters continued from page 2
Old Greenbelt High
School’s History

The February 1 issue of the 
News Review reported tentative 
plans to demolish and replace 
the Dora Kennedy French Im-
mersion School building. As we 
make changes through the years, 
we should be aware of the his-
tory that is slowly being chipped 
away.

This building was the original 
Greenbelt High School, built 
in 1937 by federal government 
contract. It incorporates the same 
architectural style, “streamline 
moderne,” of Old Greenbelt – flat 
roofs, metal casement windows, 
glass block and horizontal “speed 
lines” in the brickwork.

A path was built so that stu-
dents could walk to the school, 
described in the June 11, 1938, 
issue of the Greenbelt Coop-
erator: “A gravel walk, recently 
completed and running through 
beautiful woodland, connects A 
Block in Greenbelt with the high 
school. Since no roads traverse 
this path, an underpass [removes] 
that hazard…. It is difficult to 
imagine a more beautiful or safer 
path than that which the Green-
belt children will trod, joyously 
we are sure, as they ply their 
way next September to the new 
school.”

The path was later obliterated 
by the construction of Kenilworth 
Avenue and the Beltway, but the 
underpass – the fifth and least-
known of our iconic pedestrian 
underpasses – still exists near the 
school under Edmonston Road, 
disused and blocked off – a relic 
of Old Greenbelt. I thank Stephen 
Oetken, Friends of the Greenbelt 
Museum board member and ar-
chitecture consultant, for pointing 
out the disused underpass during 
one of his museum walking tours.

Peter Schultz

Map showing the path to Greenbelt High School, from the May 9, 
1940, issue of the Greenbelt Cooperator

Photograph of  the original  school  from the website 
www.1959bhmustangs.com/vintagephotos_pgcounty.htm

The disused underpass still exists.
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Final Thoughts on 
Ric Gordon

I thank the Gordon Family 
for enabling the “Emerald City” 
community to memorialize and 
celebrate the life of Ric Gordon, 
one last time. I thank the New 
Deal Café for allowing us to 
gather there.  The Café was Ric’s 
second home. So many voices 
spoke up to praise him and to 
thank him for being an insightful 
and caring human being. Hearing 
those messages of love and sup-
port was a soothing and embrac-
ing balm for the Gordon family 
and for those of us present. 

Ric was a remarkable man!  
We had many kitchen table dis-
cussions about the challenges our 
city faced and possible solutions 
to address them.  He indeed 
loved Greenbelt.

What was also surprising, to 
me, was that Ric was a published 
poet.  His book is entitled From 
the Heart: Collections of Ric 
Gordon.

In so many ways Ric was for-
tunate even though his life was 
cut short. He became an elected 
politician and achieved his child-
hood dream and goal. But he 
accomplished so much more. 
He brought people together! Ric 
Gordon was Greenbelt’s true Re-
naissance Man! 

Lois Rosado
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Novel Endings
Open for Business 

Novel Endings is the used 
book room within the Greenbelt 
Library. Sales of books and other 
media from this room support 
special programming and the 
Library. 

Maintained by volunteers for 
the Friends of Greenbelt Library, 
Novel Endings receives donations 
of book discards from the library 
as well as donations from the 
community by special arrange-
ments. To donate books, email 
friendsofgreenbeltlibrary@gmail.
com. Cash and check donations 
are also accepted in the blue box 
next to the Library’s front desk. 

Come see what Novel End-
ings has to offer and support the 
Greenbelt Library at the same 
time.

Golden Age Club 
Upcoming Meetings

The Greenbelt Golden Age 
Club meets on Wednesdays at 
11 a.m. in the Community Cen-
ter.  However, if public schools 
are closed (or open late) due to 
weather issues, the meeting is 
canceled for the day. The club 
is now collecting dues for 2024, 
$15 for the year.  For paid mem-
bers, a part of the dues goes 
toward a discount for the an-
nual luncheon in April.  Paying 
dues by check is preferred; make 
the check payable to Greenbelt 
Golden Age Club.

February 21: Birthday celebra-
tions.  Bring lunch and a dessert 
or finger food to share.

February 28:  Bingo

http://bhmustangs.com/vintagephotos_pgcounty.htm
mailto:friendsofgreenbeltlibrary@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofgreenbeltlibrary@gmail.com
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Love NotesLove Notes Continued 
from page 9

We both agree that 2023 from June - Decembrr
Was longer than any 2 years we remember
We fought Medicare and our dental insurer
Still waiting for the final words from DC Unemployment 
and Social Security
Eight months later
You help us stay in the good
By finding free food
I work weekdays in a job that hardly pays
Together we live and try to thrive
It's as it maybe
Still you're my Angel Baby

MA,
when rock meets rock

and each sees starstuff
a world writ sunless
breathes life anew

AM.

Sweet Blue,
You bring oxygen into my world,
And keep me heading due North,
Creating me anew at the cellular 

level every day,
As we forge our path together into 

the forest of life.
Love you always!

A Haiku on Marriage
(inspired by my dear husband)
Different people,
Roughest edges smoothed to fit,
Emerge as best selves.
By Neshama

Ejmm - You are the most amazing 
woman I know - if only you knew it. 

You drive me crazy. Looking forward to 
another 23 plus! 

Love Jdblockhead

On Valentines day
If the weather is stormy
Stay close to me,
I'll keep you warmy

Happy Valentine's Day 
to the Pandemic  

Sisters and Dave! 
You keep a song in our 
hearts and a smile on 

our faces! 

Dearest Divine, I am yours 
and you are mine. 
Let's get drunk on a bottle 
of wine.
My forever Valentine

Rosie Q, I love you.
Jet & Josie love you BEST, but I sure do try.

Buttons thinks you're ok.
Love, Dan E. Pants

A meeta' apart or whole hemispheres
I love you so much, 

more than gems, 
more than beers, 

more than large deli platters of bagels and 
shmears

This poem won't be published 'cause I'm 
in arrears

Unless our dear neighbor (yes, her) interferes
I'll leave it porchside along Sawzall and shears,

hope for the best and
Like Canuk buccaneers

I'll sing loudly, my love so it
Reaches your ears!

With all my love, Adena

Valentine hugs and 
kisses 

from Mary Moien 
to all of her Greenbelt 
friends who have been 
so kind and thoughtful 

this year.

Princess! We’ve enjoyed our common interests. 
The vision from long ago, must continue, 
despite detractors. To sunsets!  Kid

Pete my Valentine, 
"Hold me, thrill me, 
kiss me."

Every day is happier

Every night is more peaceful

Every place is warmer and more 

comfortable

Because you are here with me.

I am yours forever!

Love Matt

Roses are allergenic,
(Violent achoo.)
We’re made as we are,
A little askew.
Your lens amasthenic
Draws me to you:
       ;  ; ma Du.

Happy Valentine's Tae, my little lover! You are my 
sunshine and I hope your day is as bright and 

joyful as you make mine every day.  Sending you 
hugs, kisses, and all the love in the world.  You 

are my favorite Valentine, today and always!
Love and snuggles, Mom & Dad

Always and Forever, my dear Valentine, Bill.
Your memory lives on and always will

Love,
Shobha

To all my Greenbelt friends,
I am so grateful for all of you!

Happy Valentine’s Day 
from Buddy and Shobha!

Jojo!!!
I'm sure this is all very 
embarrassing.
But I love you and I'm 
proud of you.

To the Outdoor Pool
And its valiant Crew,
Summer in Greenbelt

Would be zip without YOU!
-- Thank you and Happy Valentine’s Day 

from the last ones out at 8:03 pm on 
Labor Day

WHEN OLD H.R. IT GETS YOU DOWN
COUNT ON ME TO BE YOUR CLOWN
THE CATS AND I ARE HERE FOR YOU
I LOVE YOU BABE, I ALWAYS DO.

Sending big Valentine's love to the 
grandest of grands,

Ezra, Markos, and Yohanna. 
Love, Grandma and Grandbob

Dear Nachshon
This is a little ditty

To say it's such a pity
That there are no words to describe

How you make me feel inside.
Hugs

Your wife.

A Haiku
My heart was stolen
By a kind and loving man
Whom I cannot keep 
DMP

Ayla my wise, light of my life
Beautiful soul that I truly adore,

I loved you ere, I do love you today
And I'll love you forever more.

- Michael

Stacey, 
You're so sweet and filled with emotion,
This is proof of my devotion!
I love you so much - you have my heart
It's been yours from the start!
I'm yours for eternity
It'll always be you and me!
We will never be apart
Because you are my loving sweetheart!
Love
Tom


