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What Goes On
Saturday, February 22
8 a.m. Council Worksession, 
Council Goals, Municipal 
Building
Monday, February 24
8 p.m. City Council Meeting, 
Municipal Building
Wednesday, February 26
8 p.m. Council Worksession, 
Friends of the Greenbelt Mu-
seum, Community Center

Prince Androgeos (Vanessa Daelemans), left, gives a pointed les-
son in swordfighting to Theseus (Sean Brittan-Powell) during 
rehearsals for the 2020 Greenbelt Youth Musical, Theseus and the 
Monster in the Maze. 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center Recreation Coordinator Brian 
Butler shares the mic during his performance at the “Wellness, 
Movement, Inspiration” community event, held on Saturday, 
February 15, at Beltway Plaza in honor of Black History Month.

The Greenbelt Youth Musi-
cal is celebrating its 20th year 
with a brand-new, world-premiere 
musical that is both timeless and 
topical, because it focuses on 
democracy in peril. The show, 
Theseus and the Monster in the 
Maze, tells the spellbinding story 
of Theseus, the legendary founder 
and defender of Athenian democ-
racy.

Theseus’ story is presented 
as a show-within-a-show in the 
production, which is set in a 
not-too-distant future, in which 
an autocratic leader has seized 
power and compelled all citizens 
to follow him on social media. 
Putting on a play about Theseus 

City Council voted 5-2 to sup-
port the Beltway Plaza Prelimi-
nary Plan of Subdivision (PPS) 
at their February 10 regular meet-
ing. Although only Mayor Colin 
Byrd and Councilmember Rodney 
Roberts voted against support-
ing the current version of the 
PPS, the plan spent more than 
two hours under intense scrutiny 
from the council at large. The 
PPS would see Beltway Plaza 
Mall transformed into a mixed-
use development containing both 
residential units and retail space.

At the center of the night’s 
debates were the conditions that 
Quantum Companies, the owner 
of Beltway Plaza Mall and appli-
cant for its redevelopment, would 
be expected to agree to in order 
to secure the support of the city. 
While city staff has been actively 
negotiating these stipulations 
with Quantum, councilmembers 
had not been given the chance to 
review the latest revisions prior 
to convening, according to Coun-
cilmember Edward Putens.

Roberts admonished the PPS 
for what he saw as a lack of 
emphasis on school adequacy, re-
ferring to this perceived oversight 

The Greenbelt Police Depart-
ment released a citizen advisory 
on February 16 warning resi-
dents of a recent string of armed 
robberies in the 6200 block of 
Springhill Court involving victims 
agreeing to meet women through 
a dating website.

According to police, when vic-
tims arrived at the agreed-upon 
location, they were met by armed 
suspects wearing masks. “The 
victims are usually physically as-
saulted and their wallets, car keys 
and cell phones are taken,” the 
citizen advisory read.

Five of these incidents have 
occurred within the past three 
weeks, police said. One of the 
dating websites, police said, be-
ing utilized to initiate contact 
with victims is an app called 
MeetMe.

There are currently no sus-
pects or arrests, according to the 
department’s Public Information 
Liaison George Mathews. How-
ever, Mathews said that there 
are ways residents can protect 
themselves.

“You do not meet someone at 
the location of their choosing,” 
Mathews said, “for any type of 
in-person transaction.”

Mathews said that residents 
should keep in mind that they are 

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com. 

A chorus of drum beats could 
be heard echoing down the halls 
of Beltway Plaza Mall on Sat-
urday afternoon, as a crowd of 
more than 50 community mem-
bers gathered at the west end 

Black History Month

Drum, Music and Dance Inspire
At Black History Month Event

by Michelle Siegel
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Aviso a Residentes
Robos utilizando 

Aplicaciones para citas 
Hemos tenido varios re-

portes de robo a mano armada 
en el area de la ciudad de 
Greenbelt. En estos robos, 
las victimas utilizan una apli-
cacion para citas románticas 
con otras personas. Una vez 
que las victimas acceden a 
encontrarce, se encuentran 
con individuos armados utili-
zando mascaras. Las victims 
en estos casos, son agredidas 
y son despojados de sus cart-
eras, llaves de sus vehículos 
y celulares. Ciudadanos, les 
estamos recomendando no 
citarte con estranos. Si alguien 
tiene mas información de estas 
aplicaciones o de estos casos, 
por favor comuníquese a la 
brevedad posible con la Poli-
cia de la Ciudad de Greenbelt 
al 301-474-7200.

of the facility for a celebration 
of African American music and 
culture.

The event – titled Wellness, 
Movement, Inspiration – was 
organized by the Greenbelt 
Black History Month Commit-
tee and led by local drum circle  

Police Warn of Robberies
Connected to Dating App

by Brogan Gerhart

meeting an absolute stranger, and 
are taking a huge leap of faith.

“Choose the place you meet 
strangers and make sure that 
place is well-lit and populated 
with plenty of eyes and ears, 

City Council Critiques Revised
Beltway Plaza Redevelopment

by Michelle Siegel

Democracy in Peril Is Theme
Of Greenbelt Youth Musical

by Anne Oudemans 

is thus an act of courage and 
defiance for the young heroes of 
the Resistance, who are seeking 
to restore democracy.

The play was writ ten by 
Greenbelter Chris Cherry, who 
is also directing the show in 
his capacity as performing arts 
coordinator for the city. Cherry 
founded the Greenbelt Youth Mu-
sical program and has directed all 

of the productions.
“This play has been a special 

joy to write and direct,” said 
Cherry. “I have wanted to cre-
ate a musical about Theseus for 
a long time, and now current 
events have made it important to 
tell his story.”

He praised the cast of 34 teen 

as “a disgrace to the city and 
the county.” He also argued 
that the indoor public recre-
ation space – increased from 
20,000 square feet to 25,000 
– was still not enough to ser-
vice the 2,500 multi-family 
residential units planned for 
the redeveloped site. 

Additionally, Roberts took 
issue with a new revision 
changing the cap on rental 
units from 75 percent to no 
more than 2,000, and called 
the figure “too many.”

Counci lmembers  Leta 
Mach and Judith Davis also 
expressed uncertainty regard-
ing the PPS requirements for 
residential unit use. Of partic-
ular concern was a new condition 
requiring Quantum to do no more 
than consider implementing alter-
native unit types, such as senior 
housing, and only if a market 
study conducted by the applicant 
deemed these options marketable. 
Council and McNamee Hosea 
attorney Matthew Tedesco, rep-
resenting Quantum, discussed the 
alternative possibility of Quantum 
funding a market study conducted 
by the city.

At another point, Putens and 
Davis debated the wording of a 
condition that would see Quantum 
explore a shuttle service between 
Greenbelt West and other areas 
of the city. Putens said that he 
wanted the condition to require 
that Quantum put forth “some 
real, concentrated effort to make 
something happen,” while Davis 
rebutted that citywide transport 
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Attorney Matthew Tedesco repre-
sents Quantum Companies at the 
Greenbelt City Council meeting on 
Monday, February 10.
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Letters to the Editor

On Screen

Parasite continues (Auditorium)
2020 Oscar winner for Best Picture, the first non-English lan-

guage film to take the top prize.

Beanpole (Pop-up)
Set in Leningrad in 1945, World War II has devastated the city, 

demolishing its buildings and leaving its citizens in tatters, physi-
cally and mentally. Although the siege – one of the worst in history 
– is finally over, life and death continue to battle in the wreckage 
that remains. Two young women, Iya and Masha, search for mean-
ing and hope in the struggle to rebuild their lives amongst the ruins. 

David Fear of Rolling Stone calls the film, “a melodrama about 
life after wartime, a dual character study and sometimes veers very 
close to being a bleak, caustic buddy comedy.” 

In Russian with English subtitles. 
Not rated. Running time: 139 minutes

- Sandy Rodgers

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members Always $6.50!

Members' Kids Free!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Movies since 1938

SHOWTIMES
February 21st - 27th

 The Auditorium
 PARASITE (R)(Korean w/

English subtitles)(132 mins)
 Fri. 2:00, 5:00, 8:00 PM
 Sat. 2:00, 5:00, 8:00 PM

 Sun. 5:00, 8:00 PM
 Mon. 5:00, 8:00 PM
 Tues. 5:00, 8:00 PM

Wed. 2:00, 5:00, 8:00 PM
 Thurs. 5:00, 8:00 PM

 HARRIET (PG-13)(CC)
(DVS)(2019)(125 mins)
 Sun. 1:00 PM - Free!

 Storytime on Screen
 Mon. 10:30 AM - Free!

 The Pop-Up:
 BEANPOLE (NR)(Russian 

w/English subtitles)
(2019)(139 mins)

 Fri. 5:15 PM
 Sat. 2:30, 5:15 PM
 Sun. 2:30, 5:15 PM

 Mon. 5:15 PM
 Tues. 5:15 PM

 Wed. 2:30, 5:15 PM
 Thurs. 5:15 PM

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.

  

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 -10 p.m.

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131; Fax: 301-965-8247

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Ray 
Zammuto, treasurer; Tom Jones, Pat Scully and Sylvia Lewis.

DEADLINES: Letters, Articles and Classified Ads - 8 p.m. Tuesday. Display Ads 4 p.m. 
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Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Helen Sydavar, Nancy Tolzman, Joanne Tucker, Jean 
Turkiewicz, Alan Turnbull, Jamie Voytsekhovska, Cameron Weekes, Lynn White, Janice 
Wolf, Karen Yoho, Ray Zammuto, Stan Zirkin and Dea Zugby.

News Review
Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977

Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita

Gary Childs, Editor

University of Maryland Reporters
University of Maryland students in journalism are writing for 

the News Review: Brogan Gerhart, Michelle Siegel and Grace 
Kathleen Todd.

Community Visioning
At the last regular city coun-

cil meeting, council considered 
a resolution for first reading to 
authorize the negotiated purchase 
of professional services from a 
specific firm to undertake a com-
munity visioning process.  

Per the agenda packet, this 
firm will seek community in-
put on a broad range of topics 
such as public safety, recreation, 
transportation, the environment, 
economic development and social 
services.  

However, the firm selected by 
staff to lead this effort is focused 
on “the evolution of the built en-
vironment” per the firm’s website.  
Under the proposal submitted by 
the firm, two architects will lead 
Greenbelt’s community visioning 
process.  

The firm’s proposal asserts 
that “in the past several years, the 
City of Greenbelt has undertaken 
several robust planning processes. 
The result of these plans is a set 
of goals and priorities that reflect 
the city’s values.”  The firm’s 
intent is “to build on the success 
of previous plans.”

In reviewing this proposal 
several questions come to mind:

• Does a firm, whose focus is 
on the built environment, have 
the skill set necessary to conduct 
a broad based community vision-
ing process?

• Is it accurate to state the 
planning proposals undertaken 
by the city over the past several 
years were robust, successful and 
resulted in a set of goals and 
priorities that reflect the city’s 
values?

• Who determined the city’s 
goals and priorities during these 
processes?  Was the community 
afforded the opportunity to ac-
tively participate in and identify 
the values which came out of 
these planning processes?

Two of the city’s major plan-
ning processes in recent years 
include:

• An economic development 
strategy – produced by a consult-
ing firm – resulting in five rec-
ommendations of which only two 
have been pursued by council.

• A draft Competitive & Col-
laborative Analysis which was 
never finalized by the consul-
tant. The draft analysis included 
recommendations to the council 
based upon 50-plus confidential 
interviews.

It is my hope council rejects 
the proposal and resolution.  
Shouldn’t the community be more 
involved in this process?  Other 
jurisdictions invite community 
participation and input into the 
planning of the community vi-
sioning process.  Why doesn’t 
Greenbelt?  

Molly Lester

Corrections
In the February 13 article 

highlighting Kenneth Harris II 
being named Forbes 30 under 
30, Joshua Thomas should 
have been identified as the cur-
rent District 2 Board of Educa-
tion Member.

Early blooms at 59 Court Ridge
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Community Events

More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

Coming Soon to the Greenbelt Arts Center
March 6 - 8 – Wicked Thoughts

March 20 - 29 - Shipwrecked

Buy Tickets at www.greenbeltartscenter.org
Tickets: $24 adults, $22 seniors/military, $12 students/youth

OPENING THIS WEEK: LEAVES OF AMERICA

LEAVES OF 
AMERICA
Walt Whitman’s Stories 

of the Civil War

Adapted and performed by
Christopher Dwyer

Fridays and Saturdays
Feb 21, 21 28, 29 at 8:00PM

Sunday Matinees
Feb 23 & Mar 1 at 2:00PM

Nursery School Holds 
Open House Feb. 22

Greenbelt Nursery School will 
hold its annual Open House on 
Saturday, February 22, in the 
Community Center from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. This is the start of 
registration for the school year 
beginning September 2020.

Families seeking preschool 
programs are invited to attend the 
Open House, meet the director, 
teachers and parents, view the 
classrooms and get information 
about the classes.

Parking is available in the lot 
behind the Greenbelt Library. 
For more information, visit  
greenbeltnurseryschool.org or call 
the school at 301-474-5570.

Art Drop-in Sunday
For Making Postcards

The Recreation Arts Program 
invites guests of all ages to make 
their own mixed media art post-
cards at a Community Art Drop-
in on Sunday, March 1. One 
option is to take inspiration from 
the thoughtful words of quotable 
women in celebration of Women’s 
History Month. Both art materials 
and starter quotes will be pro-
vided, but feel free to bring along 
any inspiring words of wisdom.  
This workshop will be led by 
Racquel Keller, an artist in resi-
dence and instructor of painting 
and drawing at the Community 
Center. The event takes place in 
the Ground Floor East Space at 
the Community Center. Admis-
sion is free, but reservations are 
recommended; follow the link 
at greenbeltmd.gov/arts to sign 
up for the 1 or 2 p.m. seating. A 
limited number of guests will also 
be welcome on a walk-up basis 
as space allows.

Table Talk Hosted
By Alonzo Washington

Delegate Alonzo T. Wash-
ington invites members of the 
Greenbelt community to his up-
coming Table Talk event on Sat-
urday, February 29 at 11 a.m., at 
the New Deal Café. He will be 
reviewing his bills for the 2020 
Legislative Session, as well as 
facilitating a discussion on edu-
cation reform in Maryland. The 
session is free and open to the 
public.

Widowed Persons
Support Group

A six-week support group for 
widowed persons will meet on 
Tuesdays from March 3 to April 
7 at the Community Center. Each 
session runs from 10 a.m. to 
noon.

Being part of a support-dis-
cussion group is one of the first 
steps for many in processing 
grief. This support group will 
offer help in finding a new un-
derstanding and purpose in life 
by talking, listening and sharing 
emotions and coping mechanisms 
with individuals going through 
the same experiences.

Participation is free, but reg-
istration is required. For more 
information,  cal l  or  email : 
Ms .  He ike ,  301-464-0104 ,  
heikenyland@msn.com.

Sponsored by the City of 
Greenbelt and Patuxent Widowed 
Persons Service.

Whitman Featured 
In GAC Program

Greenbelt Arts Center presents 
Leaves of America: Walt Whit-
man’s Stories of the Civil War, 
opening Friday, February 21. 
Complete with projections and 
storytelling, presented by Chris 
Dwyer, the show blends docu-
mentary style film-making and 
character portrayal into an hour-
long theatrical experience. Dwyer 
draws on Whitman’s memoirs 
recounting his search for his 
wounded brother, his admiration 
for Abraham Lincoln and his love 
for his country during this grue-
some period of American History.    

The show runs at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday evenings and 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday afternoons 
through Sunday, March 1. For 
more information and tickets visit 
greenbeltartscenter.org.

Menu for Senior
Nutrition Program

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon. Meals 
must be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food 
is ordered. Call 301-397-2208 
ext. 4215.

All meals, which provide at 
least one-third of Recommended 
Dietary Allowances for older 
adults, include margarine, coffee 
or tea and skim milk. Menus for 
the week of February 24 are as 
follows:

Monday, February 24: sliced 
turkey with country gravy, 
mashed spiced yams, green beans, 
biscuit, fresh fruit, apple juice

Tuesday, February 25: chicken 
gumbo, brown rice, mixed greens, 
corn muffin, fresh fruit, orange 
juice

Wednesday, February 26: veg-
gie sloppy joe, potato wedges, 
peach cobbler, apple slaw, ham-
burger bun, cranberry juice

Thursday, February 27: sliced 
roast beef with gravy, whipped 
potatoes, glazed carrots, roll, 
fresh fruit, orange juice

Friday, February 28: stuffed 
shells with marinara sauce, green 
peas, hot spiced apples, Italian 
bread, cranberry juice.

Star Party Saturday
The Astronomical Society of 

Greenbelt will host a star party, 
free and open to the public, on 
Saturday, February 22 at the City 
Observatory located at Northway 
Fields. Attendees can expect to 
see deep-sky objects currently 
high in the sky, such as the Orion 
Nebula, the Crab Nebula and the 
Cigar Galaxy, viewed through 
the observatory telescope and 
astronomical camera. As always, 
visitors are welcome to set up 
personal telescopes on the hill.

Observing will begin around 7 
p.m. and continue for two hours. 
Attendees are asked to park in 
the ballfield lot, not up on the 
hill, unless bringing a telescope. 
The star party will be canceled 
without notice if it is hopelessly 
cloudy.

Black History Panel
Discussion Postponed

The Black History Month 
event, Desegregating Greenbelt, 
that was scheduled for Satur-
day, February 22 from 2 to  4 
p.m. has been postponed. The 
two panelists who had direct 
experience with desegregating 
Greenbelt both had to cancel 
due to health reasons. The pan-
elists as well as the moderator, 
Monica Montgomery, director 
of the Prince George’s African 
American Museum and Cultural 
Center, are willing to participate 
at a later date. Stay tuned for 
more information. As soon as a 
new date is scheduled, it will be 
announced. The Greenbelt Black 
History Month Committee and 
the Greenbelt Museum, cospon-
sors of the event, apologize for 
any inconvenience this postpone-
ment may have caused. 

There is another Black His-
tory Month event happening on 
Saturday that may be of inter-
est. It is a public meeting of the 
Prince George’s County Lynch-
ing Memorial Committee. For 
information, visit their website, 
mdlynchingmemorial.org/events. 

Astronomical Society
Meeting February 27

The Astronomical Society of 
Greenbelt (ASG) will meet on 
Thursday, February 27 at 7:30 
p.m. in Room 114 of the Com-
munity Center. The speaker will 
be Conrad Terrill of ASG who 
will discuss the current state 
of astronomical interferometer 
technology, show some of the 
best images acquired using this 
technology and explain the art of 
generating images from the sparse 
data provided by interferometer 
arrays. Everyone is welcome at 
this meeting.

Kids Stuff Swap
At Youth Center

The Greenbelt Mamas and 
Papas will sponsor a Kids Stuff 
Swap scheduled for Saturday, 
February 22 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the Greenbelt Youth Cen-
ter. Contribute extra gently used 
baby/toddler gear for newborn to 
5-year-olds. This is the chance 
to give a little and get a little 
for free. Items will be accepted 
on the previous Friday before 
the swap from 4 to 7 p.m. at 
the Youth Center. No stained or 
overly worn items. All unclaimed 
pieces will be donated to local 
families in need.

Those interested in helping 
sort items on Friday, February 21 
and setup and cleanup on Satur-
day, February 22 may sign up at 
bit.ly/kidstuffswap.

Time Bank Hosts 
Mardi Gras Social

The Greenbelt Time Bank will 
host a Mardi Gras Social Event 
on Tuesday, February 25 from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center. Attendees are 
encouraged to bring a snack and 
their own utensils, plates, cups 
and napkins, as this is a zero-
waste event.  

The general public is invited 
to come and learn about the time 
bank, how to get involved, what 
the time bank does and who is a 
member.  

For questions, concerns or 
additional information, con-
t a c t  L i n d a  Wa r r e n  S e e l y 
a t  l w s e e l y @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  
Greenbelt.Timebank@gmail.com. 
Also, visit them on Facebook at 
facebook.com/greenbelttimebank/.

Dems Will Screen  
Black History Film

The Eleanor & Franklin Roo-
sevelt Democratic Club will be 
screening a film in honor of 
Black History Month. The film 
celebrates the history of the bat-
talion of 817 African American 
women, known as Six Triple 
Eight, who delivered mail to U.S. 
Troops in WWII. The film will be 
shown Friday, February 21, at 7 
p.m. at the Greenbriar Commu-
nity Building, Room 101, 7600 
Hanover Parkway.

Feb. 21, 22, 28, 29 at 8:00PM

http://greenbeltnurseryschool.org
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Obituaries

Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Greenbelt 
residents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  A photograph and 
service information should be 
included.  There is no charge.

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

  Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky    Cantor Phil Greenfield
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal,  

egalitarian synagogue that respects tradition and  
becomes your extended family in the 21st century.

Friday evening services 8:00 PM  
Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Children's Education, Adult Education, Socal Action, etc.
For further information call 301 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org
Conservative and Reconstructionist

“They who are the people of God have no  
ambition except to revive the world, to ennoble its life, 

and regenerate its peoples.  Truthfulness and good-will 
have, at all times, marked their relations with all men.” 

– Bahá’í Writings

Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

1-800-22-UNITE
Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com

301-345-2918
www.greenbeltbahais.org

February 23    10 a.m.
"The Joy of Abundance"

Rev. Rachel Christensen and DMRE Chris McCann; with Worship Associate Polly 
Pettit; the Chalice Dancers; and the Choir

An exploration of the spirit of Abundance. Join us for Whole Church worship where 
people of all ages are part of the entire service as we Re-Imagine Sunday and what 
our services can be.

This is an All Ages Celebration; children and youth are invited to remain in the 
Meetinghouse for the entire service. Nursery Care for the youngest is provided in 
Room 6.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Whoever you are and wherever you 
are on your Spiritual journey, you 

are welcome HERE.

1 Hillside Road, Greenbelt 301-474-6171 Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff

Greenbelt Community Church

Join Us this  
Sunday at 10:15

Empowering Lives  
Through Jesus 

Christ

Friends, former neighbors and 
patrons of the Greenbelt Museum 
were saddened to learn of the 
death in Kalamazoo, Mich., of 
Aaron St. John, who lived with 
his wife, Jill Parsons, in Green-
belt from 2000 to 2008. Jill was 
at one time the director of the 
Greenbelt Museum; Aaron and 
Jill’s daughter Sylvia was born in 
Greenbelt.

Congratulations to Maeve Bal-
lantine of Greenbelt who was 
awarded Dean’s List academic 
honors for the fall 2019 semester 
at St. Mary’s College of Mary-
land.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Christian Science Church
8300 Adelphi Road,  
Hyattsville, MD

“Every word of God is pure: he  
is a shield unto them that put  
their trust in him.” Prov. 30
Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
Church Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday meeting 7:30 p.m.

Worship with us at

G r e e n b e l t  B a p t i s t

Biblical
Confessional

Reformed
Gospel Centered

C h u r c h

Sunday School

9:15 am

Worship Service

10:30 am

Evening Service

6:00 pm

«101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt MD»
www.greenbeltbaptist.org

301-474-4212
   @GreenbeltBaptist

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m. 
Shrove Tuesday February 25 Pancake Supper 5-6 pm.Shrove Tuesday February 25 Pancake Supper 5-6 pm.

Sunday Worship Services

MCFcc.org

Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Supper

Pancakes, sausage, and  
our legendary baked apples  

will be served
Tuesday, February 25 5:30 to 7:30 PM

freewill offering
Greenbelt Community Church United Church of Christ

 1 Hillside Road, Greenbelt

Aaron St. John
Aaron L. St. John died on 

February 13, 2020. Born and 
raised in the Kalamazoo, Mich., 
area, he graduated from the Ka-
lamazoo Area Math and Science 
Center while attending Full Lake 
High School. It was around this 
time he met Jill Parsons who 
would become his wife. He head-
ed off to Albion College, with 
Jill following a year later. They 
shared many passions: travel, 
raising chickens and an enduring 
love of dogs. They were united 
in marriage in 1997 and over the 
next 22 years raised two children: 
Sylvia, 13, who was born in 
Greenbelt; and Wilson, 8.

Mr. St. John excelled in math-
ematics, leading him to a career 
in technology that took his fam-
ily from Washington, D.C., and 

Greenbelt from 2000 to 2008, 
to Brussels, Belgium, to Denver, 
Colo., and back home to Ka-
lamazoo. 

He is survived by his wife, a 
former director of the Greenbelt 
Museum, and two children; his 
mother, Karen St. John (William 
Claspell); a sister, Vanessa St. 
John; and many aunts, uncles 
and cousins. He was preceded 
in death by his father, Garry St. 
John, and brother, Brian St. John. 

Funeral services will be held 
at Langeland Family Funeral 
Home in Kalamazoo on February 
21. For details see langelands.
com/obituary/Aaron-StJohn. Me-
morials may be directed to sup-
port an educational fund for his 
children (see gofundme.com/f/
aaron-st-john-memorial-fund). 

Interfaith Network 
Meets February 27

The Beloved Community 
Interfaith Network (BCIN) of 
Prince George’s County will be 
having their upcoming monthly 
meeting on Thursday, Febru-
ary 27 at 6:30 p.m., at Mishkan 
Torah Synagogue.  The topics 
of discussion will be centered 
around faith and environmental-
ism. Guest speaker Rabbi Nina 
Cardin will present a proposal 
for an environment, health and 
justice amendment to the Mary-
land state constitution. BCIN was 
established in 2016 by concerned 
people of various faiths to discuss 
and address social justice and 
human rights issues within the 
county, the nation and the world.

Mowatt MUMC Holds
Pancake Supper Feb. 25

Pancake Day,  or  Shrove 
Tuesday, is the traditional feast 
day before the start of Lent on 
Ash Wednesday. Lent, the 40 
days leading up to Easter, was  
traditionally a time of fasting. 
On Shrove Tuesday, Anglo-Saxon 
Christians went to confession and 
were shriven (absolved from their 
sins).  The association between 
pancakes and Shrove Tuesday 
may have arisen as it permits 
foods that couldn’t be eaten dur-
ing Lent, such as the butter, eggs 
and fat that need to be used up. 
The specific custom of Christians 
eating pancakes on Shrove Tues-
day dates to the 16th century.

Join Mowatt Memorial United 
Methodist Church on February 
25, Shrove Tuesday, for free pan-
cakes from 5 to 6 p.m. in their 
Fellowship Hall. The church is 
located at 40 Ridge Road; call 
301-474-9410 for more informa-
tion. All are welcome.  

Community Church 
Holds Pancake Dinner

Greenbelt Community Church, 
United Church of Christ is hold-
ing its annual Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Dinner on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
in the Social Hall. Dinner will 
include pancakes, sausage and 
scalloped apples. A freewill offer-
ing will be taken.

Chili Cookoff 2020
Results: Delicious!

Kudos to Eldo Brown (1st), 
Robert Goldberg-Strassler (2nd) 
and Kris White (3rd) for their 
delicious contributions to Mowatt 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church’s Second Annual Chili 
Cookoff.  Vegetarian chili was 
a major contender, and this year 
featured more chili and more 
salad. Consensus was that the 
desserts were great.

From the dinner and bake 
sale, the Mowatt United Meth-
odist Women will send funds to 
the Colombia Grace Foundation 
to help Katie Zevallos with her 
teaching work in South America. 
Mowatt MUMC offers many 
thanks to all who supported the 
cookoff. 

Mowatt MUMC Hosts
Lenten Study Group

Mowatt Memorial United 
Methodist Church will offer a 
Lenten study group on Saturdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in 
the downstairs nursery room. The 
first session is on February 29, 
the last on April 11.  The study 
will be based on Balancing Life 
on the Edge of a Cliff by Green-
belt author Peggy Rooney. There 
is no fee except for optional 
purchase of the book. Lunch will 
be provided. All are welcome. 
For further information, call 301-
474-9410.

http://www.mishkantorah.org
mailto:Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
http://langelands.com/obituary/Aaron-StJohn
http://langelands.com/obituary/Aaron-StJohn
http://gofundme.com/f/aaron-st-john-memorial-fund
http://gofundme.com/f/aaron-st-john-memorial-fund
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City Information & Events
MEETINGS FOR FEBRUARY 22-28

Saturday, February 22 at 8:00am, COUNCIL WORK  
SESSION re: Council Goals at Municipal Building,  
25 Crescent Road. 
Monday, February 24 at 6:30pm, YOUTH ADVISORY  
COMMITTEE at Greenbelt Youth Center, 99 Centerway.  
On the Agenda: Awareness Campaign – Ice Cream Social Sundays, 
Jan-March, Crime Prevention, and NLC March 8-11, 2020 
 
Monday, February 24 at 8:00pm, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING at Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road. Live on 
Verizon 21, Comcast 71 & 996, and Streaming Live at www.green-
beltmd.gov/municipaltv

Tuesday, February 25 at 3:30pm, SENIOR CITIZEN ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE at Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. 
Agenda will be posted at www.greenbeltmd.gov meetings calendar

Tuesday, February 25 at 5:30pm, SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISO-
RY COMMITTEE at Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. On 
the Agenda: Council Referral- How to celebrate Greenbelt residents 
who have celebrated their 100th birthday.

Tuesday, February 25 at 7:00pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION at Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road. On 
the Agenda: Educator Awards – Preparations, 2020 Nominations,
Updates – Ace Grant Award, and Update – NSF Collaboration

Tuesday, February 25 at 7:30pm, GREEN ACES at  
Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. On the Agenda: Earth 
Day Planning, Updates from Green Team Circles, and Upcoming 
Events

Wednesday, February 26 at 8:00pm, COUNCIL WORK SES-
SION w/Friends of the Greenbelt Museum at Community 
Center, 15 Crescent Road. Live on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 & 996, 
and Streaming Live at www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv

This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that a meeting is 
being held, call 301-474-8000.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation.  We celebrate all people. By sharing together all are enriched.   
We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
DESEGREGATING GREENBELT

Saturday, February 22nd,  Has been postponed. The Green-
belt Museum will look into rescheduling the event.

Come out and see
HARRIET, the movie

Sunday, February 23rd at 1pm 
Special screening at the  

Old Greenbelt Theater, Ages 13+ 
The extraordinary tale of Harriet Tubman’s es-
cape from slavery and transformation into one 
of America’s greatest heroes, whose cour-
age, ingenuity, and tenacity freed hundreds 
of slaves and changed the course of history. 
FREE
Round Trip Transportation provided from 
Springhill Lake Recreation Center to Old 

Greenbelt. Advance registration with permission slip required for 
transportation. Seats are limited. Contact Anne Oudemans at  
301-397-2200. 

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups. There are 
currently vacancies on: Arts Advisory Board, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Senior Citizens Advisory Committee and Youth 
Advisory Committee. For more information call 301- 474-8000

Greenbelt Recreation
www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation  

301-397-2200 
Spring Recreation Activity 

Guide Now Available
Resident Registration begins on 2/24 

Non-Resident Registration begins on 3/2
Explore our Activity Guide for lots of options 
for all ages and interests. We offer seasonal 
special events and varied recreation facili-

ties and classes to provide opportunities for 
community celebrations, a chance to learn 
something new or improve your skills in an 

activity you enjoy, all while socializing and staying active! 
Please visit our website, stop by a recreation center, or 

 give us a call for more information.

Your quarterly guide to Greenbelt 
Recrea  on Ac  vi  es, Classes, Facili  es, 

and Programs. 
Visit us at www.greenbeltmd.gov/recrea  on 

Follow us on Facebook @greenbeltmdrecrea  on

SPRING 2020SPRING 2020

GREENBELT GREENBELT 
RECREATIONRECREATION

ACTIVITY GUIDEACTIVITY GUIDE

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING
Municipal Building, Monday, February 24, 2020, 8:00 p.m.

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommend-
ed by staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions
COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City 
Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules.)
* Minutes of Council Meeting
Administrative Reports
* Committee Reports
* Park and Recreation Advisory Board Report #20-2 (FY21 Budget  
  Request for Buddy Attick Park Master Plan)

LEGISLATION
A Resolution to Authorize the Negotiated Purchase of Profes-
sional Service to Undertake a Community Visioning Process 
from the Neighborhood Design Center at a cost of $19,910.00.
- 2nd Reading, Adoption 

A Resolution to Repeal and Reenact with Amendment Resolu-
tion Number 2065 to Adopt Standing Rules for the Council of 
the City of Greenbelt, Maryland
- 1st Reading 

OTHER BUSINESS
-  State Legislation 
-  Federal Legislation 
-  Release of Funds to Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Department and 
Rescue Squad 
- *Greenbelt Archive Project Lease Agreement Extension 
-  Council Activities 
- Council Reports 

SCHEDULING OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
NOTE:  This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change. Regular Coun-
cil meetings are open to the public, and all interested citizens are in-
vited to attend.  If special accommodations are required for any dis-
abled person, please call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the 
meeting day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or e-mail  
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk.

Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

At the Library
Storytime on Screen 

Monday, February 24: 10:30 
a.m., ages newborn to 5. Bring a 
baby, toddler or pre-schooler to 
the Old Greenbelt Theatre (129 
Centerway) to listen to a story 
read from the big screen, see a 
short film and complete a craft. 
Popcorn will be provided. No 
registration required. 

Teen Advisory Board
Monday, February 24: 4 p.m., 

ages 13 to 18, limit 15 partici-
pants. Earn service hours while 
making the Library a great place 
for teens. Registration required.  

Books at Bedtime
Monday, February 24: 6:30 

p.m., ages newborn to 3, limit 20 
people. Presented by the Prince 
George’s County Infants and Tod-
dlers Program. This is an oppor-
tunity for children under 3 with 
special needs, along with their 
family and friends, to participate 
in storytime, music and motor 
activities. 

English Conversation
Tuesday, February 25: 6 p.m. 

Learning to speak English? Join 
this club and practice speaking 
English in a friendly atmosphere 
with people from diverse back-
grounds. The club meets weekly 
as a walk-in event on Tuesday 
evenings.

Weekly Storytimes 
Tuesday, February 25: ages 

3 to 5, 7:15 p.m., limit 30 peo-
ple. Wednesday, February 26: 
ages newborn to 2, 10:15 a.m., 
limit 15 babies with parent(s)/
caregiver(s); ages 2 to 3, 11:15 
a.m., limit 30 people. Thursday, 
February 27: ages newborn to 2, 
10:15 and 11:15 a.m., limit 15 
babies with parent(s)/caregiver(s).

STEM-tastic!
Wednesday, February 26: 

4:30 p.m., ages 5 to 12. Become 
a mad scientist by conducting 
hands-on, fun science experiments 
using basic scientific principles. 
No registration required.

Kids Achieve Club
Thursday, February 27: 4 p.m., 

ages 5 to 12. Homework help 
and reading practice for students 
in grades 1 through 6. Ayuda con 
las tareas y práctica de la lectura 
para los estudiantes en los grados 
de 1 al 6. Service will be pro-
vided during half-hour sessions 
by appointment only; call the Li-
brary to register at 301-345-5800 
option 2.

French Conversation
Thursday, February 27: 5 p.m. 

Learning to speak French? Join 
this club and practice speaking 
French in a friendly atmosphere 
with people from diverse back-
grounds. No registration required.

Story Explorers
Saturday, February 29: 4:30 

p.m., ages 5 to 12. Come lis-
ten to a librarian read favorite 
stories aloud and do related ac-
tivities and games. Celebrate the 
achievements of trailblazing black 
women in STEM. No registration 
required.
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Riverdale

Laurel

District Heights

Temple Hills

Lanham

Bowie Crofton

Doctors Community Health System is dedicated to helping you maintain and improve your 
health. Our network of care has offices at convenient locations.

Doctors Community Practices at Bowie 
(Primary Care) 
4000 Mitchellville Road, Suites B216 and 422 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-327-0206 and 301-327-0247

Doctors Community Practices at Crofton 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
2191 Defense Highway, Suite 201 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
410-305-9622

Doctors Community Practices at  
District Heights 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
6400 Marlboro Pike 
District Heights, Maryland 20747 
301-327-0953

Doctors Community Practices at Laurel 
(Primary Care and Diabetes Care) 
13900 Baltimore Avenue 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 
301-276-7396

Doctors Community Practices at Riverdale 
(Primary Care, Family Medicine and 
Endocrinology) 
6502 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
301-278-8637

Doctors Community Practices at  
Temple Hills 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
5859 Allentown Way 
Temple Hills, Maryland 20728 
240-273-4826

Metropolitan Medical Specialists 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
8116 Good Luck Road, Suite 300 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
240-283-7158

Health and Wellness Center 
(Urgent Care Inside Safeway) 
4101 Northview Drive 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-284-0850

Schedule an appointment today.  Also, visit us at DCHweb.org.

Our experienced and compassionate team will also support your 
overall health goals by streamlining your access to additional 
Doctors Community Health System programs: breast health, 
digestive disease care, orthopedic services, surgical services, 
diabetes care and many others.

Quality Health Care
Right in Your Neighborhood

Same-Day Appointments • Most Insurances Accepted
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Sip ‘N Paint 
Wednesdays 

@TGI Fridays 
6460 Capitol Dr,  
Greenbelt, MD 

20770

An artistic night out painting 
with a professional artist 

View the FAQ section on 
the website for all details

 Reserve your seat(s)
www.createdbyuartclass.com/

Let's Paint Together!

Greenbelter 
Joseph Baker 
was  recent ly 
featured in the 
Prince George’s 
County Philhar-
monic newslet-
t e r ,  Q u a r t e r 
Notes. Baker is 
a baritone per-
forming with 
the orchestra. 
Here is that in-
terview, edited 
for space.

Q u a r t e r 
Notes: Thanks 
so much, Mr. 
Baker, for talk-
ing with the Philharmonic today.  
We very much look forward to 
our concert with you on February 
15!  It is always exciting to col-
laborate with the Suitland High 
School Concert Choir, and we 
are particularly pleased to have 
both of you as the soloists in the 
glorious Fauré Requiem.  Could 
we start by talking about your 
training and careers?

Joseph Baker: I grew up in 
Prince George’s County, and 
now live in Greenbelt.  I gradu-
ated from the Suitland Visual and 
Performing Arts High School. As 
an alumnus, I am particularly 
pleased to be singing this con-
cert with the Suitland Concert 
Choir. After Suitland, I went 
to the Hartt School performing 
arts conservatory in Connecticut 
for my bachelor’s degree.  I am 
now performing with several 
groups, including the Maryland 
Lyric Opera and the Washington 
National Opera chorus.  I also 
teach a number of private voice 
students ranging from teenagers 
to retirees.

QN: We have seen some very 
enthusiastic reviews of operatic 
performances recently – your per-
formance, as Papageno in Mo-
zart’s Magic Flute with the Bel 
Cantanti Opera.  Do you have 
some interesting performances 
coming up in this area in the 
next few months? 

JB:  As I am preparing for the 
Fauré, I’m at the same time per-
forming in Massenet’s Thaís with 
the Maryland Lyric Opera with a 
small role, as well as singing in 
the chorus.  Also, we are begin-
ning rehearsals for Mozart’s  Don 
Giovanni with the  Washington 
National Opera. I’ll be singing 
in the Don Giovanni chorus just 

Baritone Baker Featured 
In Philharmonic’s Fauré 

by Susan Pearl

about a month 
after the Phil-
harmonic con-
cert.

QN:   How 
did you make 
contact with the 
P h i l h a r m o n i c 
for our February 
concert?

J B :  I  w a s 
connected with 
the Philharmonic 
through the cho-
rus master, Ken-
neth Boucher, at 
Suitland High 
School, who is 
currently prepar-

ing the Concert Choir for this 
performance of the Fauré Re-
quiem.  He recommended me to 
your music director as baritone 
soloist for the Fauré.  So I am 
looking forward to performing 
again with the Concert Choir and 
the Philharmonic.

QN:  Tell us some of your 
thoughts specifically about the 
Fauré Requiem.

JB:  I have a special feeling 
about the Fauré Requiem, be-
cause it was this wonderful music 
that I sang, at age 19, in my first 
professional job as soloist, with 
chorus and orchestra.  It will be 
wonderful to do it again with 
orchestra and chorus!

QN: Do you have any stories 
or anecdotes that you think may 
be of interest to our audience and 
supporters?

JB: I would like to say some-
thing about the training in per-
forming arts that I received at 
Suitland High School. Its mu-
sic and performance training is 
world-class – students get many 
of the advantages of a music 
conservatory.  As a student at 
Suitland, I received training in 
several different languages, in 
music theory and had four years 
of free private professional voice 
lessons.  We in the Concert Choir 
had fabulous performance ex-
periences, including singing at 
the 2009 inauguration of Barack 
Obama on the steps of the Lin-
coln Memorial. When I arrived as 
a freshman at the Hartt School, I 
was in some ways better prepared 
than many of the other incoming 
freshmen. 

Susan Pearl recently conduct-
ed this interview for the Philhar-
monic’s Newsletter Quarter Notes.

Joseph Baker
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Eva Illescas of Greenbelt is 
part of Sew for Charity, a weekly 
meet-up of sorts offered through 
the Greenbelt Recreation De-
partment. Every Saturday, par-
ticipants gather with their sewing 
machines, cutting mats and other 
notions to work on quilting and 
other sewing projects for charity. 
Sew for Charity accepts donated 

Weekly Sewing for Charity
At Greenbelt Recreation

by Janice Wolf

materials. Members come from 
around the greater D.C. region to 
“meet in the middle.” They work 
on sewing or quilting projects for 
various charitable needs.

Since 2008, Sew for Charity 
members have sewn, quilted or 
crafted more than 10,000 items 
from chemotherapy hats and 
walker caddies to baby gowns 

Eva Illescas of Greenbelt holds a lap quilt she’s just completed that will be donated to a nursing home 
or hospice. 
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and lap robes, all for donation to 
a network of hospitals, nursing 
homes and hospices where they 
are needed.

Animal Control impounded a 
stray dog and a dog was surren-
dered for adoption, so the shelter 
now houses two dogs. The gecko 
is still in foster care.

Code Enforcement mailed 13 
warnings regarding excessive 
loud music, loud parties and yell-
ing and removed eight illegal ad-
vertisement signs from the city’s 
right-of-way.

Horticulture/Parks maintained 
the butterfly garden and border 
beds at the Community Center. 

Refuse/Recycling collected 
25.08 tons of refuse and 12.26 
tons of recyclable materials. 

Environmental staff attended 
the Environmental Learning and 
Leadership Institute training at 
Goddard.

Recreation Department Admin-
istration is promoting participa-
tion in the 2020 Census. 

Mom’s Morning Out celebrated 
Valentine’s Day. The preschoolers 
learned about heart-healthy diet 
and exercising every day, and ex-
plored African American history. 

Aquatics held a First Aid/CPR/
AED class on Friday, February 
14. 

Arts held a Parent’s Night Out 
and an Art Share program on Val-
entine’s Day weekend. 

Arts staff is coordinating vol-
unteers producing costumes, sets 
and props for the Winter Youth 
Musical.

CARES’s Judye Hering wel-
comed Nick Hayes of Terps for 
Change, a new partner for Green-
belt’s Vocational/Educational Pro-
gram. The UMD students will 
assist with the ESOL and GED 
programs.

City Notes

http://www.createdbyuartclass.com/
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FDA Approved Non-Surgical Knee treatment.  
End your Arthritis Knee Pain today! 
Imagine your life, free of  knee pain!

If  you are suffering from knee pain due to Osteoarthritis, degenerative  
arthritis, trauma or bone spurs, this is the treatment for you! The gel  
supplement injection is a safe and effective option that can relieve your  
knee pain.

If  you answer yes to any of  these questions, you are a 
candidate for this treatment:
•	 Have you been diagnosed with osteoarthritis?
•	 Does you knee pain wake you up at night?
•	 Do the activities you enjoy cause knee pain?
•	 Have you been told you need a knee replacement?
•	 Is it hard to go up and down stairs due to your knee pain?

Cl in ica l  S tud ies  have 
shown that FDA approved, 
non-surgical, all natural gel 
supplement injections can 
provide knee pain relief. This 
non-surgical treatment lubri-
cates your knee quickly. 

Arthritis & Pain Associates of  PG County staff  are trained 
in the use of  advanced, state-of-the-art musculoskeletal ultrasound to  
pinpoint the exact location of  the damage to your knee.

Barbara Taylor CPPM, CRHC
Office Manager

Arthritis & Pain Associates of  PG County
7300 Hanover Dr #201--Main office

Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-345-2676

Fax: 301-345-3105
Cell phone: 240-535-0207

Additional Location #1
7350 Van Dusen Road #380

Laurel, MD 20707
Additional Locations#2
9131 Piscataway Rd #310

Clinton, MD 20735

•	 Call 301-345-5600 and mention 
this ad for an appointment. 

•	 Or email: Apapgc@gmail.com 
•	 Or text: 301-345-3105 for an 

appointment 99% of  insurances accepted. 

actors who are featured in the 
production. “Rehearsing a brand-
new show is quite different from 
doing a school production of an 
old Broadway musical. I make 
changes to the script and deliver 
additional songs week to week, 
which requires flexibility and pa-
tience on the part of the actors,” 
he said.

In return, the lead actors are 
showcased in parts that have been 
tailored to suit their particular 
talents. Following the casting re-
hearsal in mid-December, Cherry 
took two weeks off to hole up in 
New York and work intensively 
on the script, in order to align it 
with the casting. “You sometimes 
hear people speak of someone 
being born to play a certain role, 
but in our productions, it’s the 
roles that are born with the actors 
in mind,” he said.

The Greenbelt Youth Musical 
is an open enrollment program 
offered by the Recreation Depart-
ment. Every young actor who 

MUSICAL continued from page 1

enrolls is cast in the play.
Looking back over 20 years, 

Cherry said that the program has 
been a formative experience for a 
generation of young people.

“Our primary mission is to 
create and strengthen community, 
both among the cast and in the 
greater Greenbelt community for 
which we perform,” he stated. “In 
the process, we strive to present 
shows that are entertaining and 
uplifting. I feel confident that 
Theseus will give everyone a 
boost.” 

Show dates and times for The-
seus are Saturday, March 7 at 7 
p.m.; Sunday, March 8 at 3 p.m.; 
and Saturday, March 14 at 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. All performances 
are at the Community Center, 
where tickets are already on sale. 
The box office phone number is 
301-397-2208. Greenbelt Youth 
Musical performances regularly 
sell out, so advance purchase is 
strongly advised.

Persephone (Madeline Hille), left, receives a rose from Pir-
ithous (Ezra Pitts) during rehearsals.

- Photos by Olivia Guerrieri

Theseus (Sean Brittan-Powell), left, is divested of the royal 
torque by Hexistratus (Danny Zolt).

Brogan Gerhart is a junior 
journalism, criminology and crim-
inal justice major at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, College Park. 
Although her family currently 
lives in Bel Air, Gerhart was 
born in Killeen, Texas.

Gerhart started reading the 
Greenbelt News Review as a 
sophomore at UMD, stealing it 
off the doorstep of her friends’ 
townhouse in Greenbelt Station. 
As an intern, she now gets the 
paper free.

A criminal justice junkie at 
heart, Gerhart has held intern-
ships with D.C. Pretrial Services 
Agency, strategic communications 
firm West End Strategy Team and 
the Undergraduate Student Legal 
Aid Office at UMD.

Gerhart’s favorite part about 
reporting is talking with com-
munity members and pursuing 
diverse news subjects and stories. 
Her love for community interac-
tion also extends to the UMD 
residence halls, where she has 
been a Resident Assistant since 
freshman year.

Introducing our New Intern
by Brogan Gerhart

In her free time, 
Gerhart spends more 
time on her hands than 
her feet, practicing her 
handstands all around 
campus. She can also 
be found reading her 
favorite book series, 
Robert Jordan’s The 
Wheel of Time or fill-
ing her calendar with 
events to bring you 
next week’s story.

News Review intern 
Brogan Gerhart

- Photos by Jaclyn Borowski
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GREENBELT YOUTH MUSICAL 2020
IT'S THE BOOST WE NEED NOW!

THESEUS
                    AND   THE             

MONSTER
                      IN   THE               

M A Z E
A BRAND-NEW MUSICAL ABOUT THESEUS,

THE LEGENDARY DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY

Saturday, March 7 at 7:00 pm       Greenbelt Community Center
Sunday, March 8 at 3:00 pm                                 15 Crescent Road
Saturday, March 14 at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm               301-397-2208

TICKETS $5 –– THE SHOWS SELL OUT – BUY TICKETS NOW!

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 
Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Shooting
February 10, 9:53 a.m., 5900 

block Cherrywood Terrace. Of-
ficers responded to a report of 
a shooting and located a man 
suffering from apparent gunshot 
wounds to his upper body. He 
was transported to UM Prince 
George’s Hospital Center for 
treatment. An investigation is 
ongoing.

Robbery
February 10, 8:45 p.m., 6200 

block Springhill Court. A man 
arranged to meet someone from 
a dating app outside of 6229 
Springhill Court. As he walked 
toward the building, he was ap-
proached from behind by a man 
who displayed a handgun and 
announced a robbery. He took the 
man’s wallet, cell phone and car 
keys before he fled on foot. He 
is described as being Hispanic, 
5ʹ4ʺ tall, 165 pounds, wearing a 
black mask, black hooded sweat-
shirt, green camouflage pants, and 
black-and-white Adidas sneakers.

Theft
February 7, noon, 5900 block 

Cherrywood Lane. Three pack-
ages were taken from the front 
stoop of a residence.

February 10, 8 p.m., 7700 
block Hanover Parkway. A pack-
age delivered to the front stoop 
of a residence was found opened 
and its contents removed.

Fraud
February 6, 4:58 p.m., 7600 

block Ora Glen Drive. A wom-
an who mailed checks at the 
Greenbelt Post Office found out 
later that the dollar amounts had 
been altered and deposited into 
a different bank account than 
intended.

February 11, 3:05 p.m., 7500 
block Greenbelt Road. A woman 
left her credit card on a counter 
at Safeway. It was used later to 
make unauthorized purchases.

Vandalism
February 5, 11:02 p.m., 200 

block Lakeside Drive. A bedroom 
window in a residence was bro-
ken out.

February 12, 2:22 p.m., 5800 
block Cherrywood Lane. The 

DATING APP continued from page 1

glass door of an apartment build-
ing was broken out.

Vehicle Crime
A 2018 Chevrolet  Cruze 

stolen from the 9100 block  
Springhill Lane on February 10 
was located the next evening in 
the 9100 block Edmonston Court, 
which resulted in the arrest of a 
27-year-old nonresident. Charges 
placed against him include motor 
vehicle theft; malicious destruc-
tion; theft; rogue and vagabond; 
and other charges. When officers 
responded to a report of a tam-
pering in progress, he was seen 
walking up to a vehicle with 
keys in his hand. This was the 
same Chevrolet Cruze that had 
been reported stolen the evening 
before, with an extra key left in-
side. He was also found to be in 
possession of property that had 
been taken from another vehicle 
nearby. He was transported to the 
Department of Corrections for a 
hearing before a district court 
commissioner.

Two other vehicles were 
also stolen. A silver 2003 In-
finiti FX35 SUV with Mary-
land tags 7DJ7051 was taken 
from the 6100 block Breezewood 
Drive and a 4-door silver Chev-
rolet Aero with Maryland tags 
1EA8582 was taken from the 
5800 block Cherrywood Terrace.

Rear tag, Maryland 9DZ5233, 
was taken from the 9300 block 
Edmonston Road.

A woman walking to her ve-
hicle in the 6000 block Springhill 
Drive saw a man looking inside 
it, with the passenger side door 
open. She yelled to him and he 
turned toward her, holding a 
rock. She then left and called 
police. Further investigation re-
vealed that the passenger window 
was broken out and a wallet was 
missing.

Items were stolen from three 
vehicles after windows had been 
broken to gain access. A purse, 
cell phone, money and personal 
documents were taken in the 
7600 block Ora Glen Drive; 
change was taken from the 6000 
block Springhill Drive; and mon-

ey was taken from the 6200 
block Springhill Drive.

Windows were broken out in 
three locations, two in the 6000 
block Springhill Drive and one 
in the 6100 block Breezewood 
Court. Nothing was taken.

where you have less chance of 
being victimized,” Mathews said. 
“For any social media transaction, 
we encourage residents to meet at 
the police department.”

Police ask that anyone with 
information regarding these inci-
dents contact the Greenbelt Police 
Department at 301-474-7200.

COUNCIL continued from page 1

services would be “an extremely 
expensive proposition.”

Council was most united in its 
expressed concern about a new 
revision that removed a condition 
requiring Quantum to “submit 
a plan to the city that addresses 
how the needs of current Beltway 
Plaza tenants will be addressed.”

Tedesco stood by the cur-
rent state of the PPS and its 
appended conditions, arguing 
that Quantum’s vision accounts 
for not only all relevant legal 
requirements, but also the con-
cerns of every involved party. He 
described Quantum as both “fully 
vetted into the process” and com-
mitted.

During the public comment 
period, several audience mem-
bers took the podium in defense 
of Quantum and in favor of the 
redevelopment.

“If we don’t do this, we are in 
the position of being eclipsed by 
everything around us,” Greenbelt 
Community Development Cor-
poration President Susan Walker 
said. “And God help Greenbelt 
at that point.”

This sentiment was echoed 
by several Beltway Plaza Mall 
retailers, including Laugh Out 
Loud Station’s owner Regina 

Bethea. “I really think that it’s 
about change, and it’s about other 
developments leaving us in the 
dust,” she said. “All of the other 
communities – if they’re going to 
be improving their locations, im-
proving their places and bringing 
in tenants and bringing in money 
to their communities …. We’re 
not doing the same thing. Belt-
way Plaza is due for a change.”

The PPS is scheduled to go 
before the Prince George’s Coun-
ty Planning Board for review on 
Thursday, February 20.

FRESH BREAD 
at the 

CO-OP
Paid advertisement.

CP Arts Exchange
Hosts (Un)choir

On Friday, February 21 from 
7 to 9 p.m. College Park Arts 
Exchange will host (un)choir 
at the Old Parish House, Knox 
Road. (Un)choir turns the tables 
on traditional choir. Learn a part 
and sing in harmony, all in one 
fun evening. No auditions, no 
rehearsals, no long-term commit-
ment – just show up and sing. 
Get a lyric sheet, then Allison 
Hughes, music director for the 
College Park Chorale, will teach 
the choir two- or three-part har-
mony to a well-known song. Free 
– all are welcome.

Museum Highlights
Local Black Aviators

The College Park Aviation 
Museum will host an African 
American Aviators tour on Satur-
day, February 22 from 11 a.m. to 
noon. Learn how African Ameri-
cans in Prince George’s County 
and throughout the country nego-
tiated discrimination and achieved 
success in the aviation industry. 
This program is free with mu-
seum admission. 

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
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Homes for Sale in 
Greenbelt 

 
More new listings coming 
soon! 
 
GREAT PRICE! 
10A Hillside 
This stylish end unit has a 
beautiful yard and a driveway, 
plus a garage that’s converted 
to a bonus laundry and 
storage room (with potential 
for much more). Fresh paint 
and light fixtures, lovely 
restored original interior 
doors, and a spacious deck 
for grilling, lounging. This is 
an unusual find. $220K.  
 
71C Ridge Road—  
Non-smoking Unit! 
Clever use of space: a small, 
practical addition creates an 
entryway foyer with a full-
sized stackable washer and 
dryer. Galley kitchen with new 
butcherblock countertops and 
a fresh, light color palette. 
Also, one wall in what had 
been a very small third 
bedroom has been bumped 
out to make it bigger. $150K.  
 

Kim Kash 
301-789-6294 

kkash@caprikarealty.com 
www.caprikarealty.com 

 
 
	

Office: 410-571-4080 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

Law Offices of David R. Cross
Located in Roosevelt Center

115 Centerway
301-474-5705

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Richard Cantwell 410-790-5099
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749
Valerie Pierce: 301-802-4336
Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233
Christina Doss: 410-365-6769
Sean Rooney: 410-507-3337

OPEN HOUSE Sun. 1-3

Realtor
7829 Belle Point Drive
Greenbelt, MD 20770
O�ce: 301-441-1071
Cell: 240-481-3851
Fendlay@msn.com

Frances Fendlay

CENTER
Greenbelt’s Realty Experts!

                         

                                    
                         
       

�����

35 K Ridge Road $214,900
2 Bedroom brick with renovated 

  kitchen, hardwood floors and more!

�

                  Open House Feb. 22th 1-3

Pet Care 
Services

 Long Work Days? 
Travel Plans? 

Mid-Day Dog Walking • Cat Care 
• and more.

301-260-(TAIL) 8245
info@maestrostail.com

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15).  Dead-
line 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready 
ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

HELP WANTED

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

MERCHANDISE

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER – Bom-
bay hardwood, slat doors, $200/OBO.  
Irene, 301-641-2994

WHEELCHAIR – New Silver Sport II, 
20 inches, $175.  Irene, 301-641-2994

ELLIPTICAL TRAINER – Horizon 
Elite E7, like new, hardly used.  Ask-
ing $650.  Pickup only.  443-622-4174

NOTICES

COMIC BOOKS WANTED – Cash 
paid for comic books, baseball cards 
and old magazines. Call Nick 301-
257-8182.

CASUAL BRIDGE GROUP now form-
ing.  Contact esuej1@aol.com

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, wireless checkup, 
anti-virus, firewall, etc. 240-601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reasonable 
rates!  References available.  Patti, 
301-910-0050.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC – Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, drywall, LEAF REMOVAL, 
landscape design, flower beds, bucket 
truck services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com. 
301-318-5472. Insured.  Visa, Master-
Card, Discover.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering. Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials and waxing.  301-345-1849.

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured – free estimates. Accept credit 
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

DAVE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE –
Drywall work, painting, light construc-
tion, gutter cleaning.  443-404-0449.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies 
slides to DVD. (H) 240-295-3994, (C) 
703-216-7293.

CNA – Certified Nursing Assistant; 
experienced Elder & Personal Care; 
bathing, dressing, feeding, companion-
ship; light-house work/cooking; great 
references; Ruby, 760-668-2100.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER – To 
repair or replace your plumbing. Call 
Dave, 240-470-5450. Free estimate.

ANGELA’S  HOUSE CLEAN-
ING – Cleaning your home like my 
own, at reasonable prices. Refer-
ence available in Greenbelt.  Ten 
years  professional  experience.   
AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com or 240-
645-5140.

COOLING AND HEATING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes.  Call Mike at H & C Heating 
and Cooling, 301-953-2113.  Licensed 
and insured since 1969.

ESTATE PLANNING – Georgetown 
Law Graduate offering Will, Medical 
Directive, Financial POA package 
$250. Naomi Littlefield, Esq. 202-
246-1072.

HARRIS LOCK & KEY SERVICE – 
Mobile service: repairing, rekeying and 
installation.  240-593-0828

PAINTING SERVICES – Interior/Exte-
rior painting, drywall work.  Including 
sheds, fences, decks, additions.  Over 
20 years’ experience.  Please call 240-
461-9056.

mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:esuej1@aol.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
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

















  



  
  
 


    


    
      



    
     















     
     
     

       
 
    

  
      
      



 

    
      
     


       
    

   
    
    


     


  



    
   
       

    
  
    

    
    



     
    


     
  
      
     



   

    



 











w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

Sports

Susan Barker 
Realtor 

Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.675.1873 

Susan@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
 

Sarah V. Liska  
Real Estate Broker 
Owner of Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
Sarah@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
 

21G RIDGE RD 7325 RADCLIFFE 

3D GARDENWAY 10V SOUTHWAY 

13H HILLSIDE 813 HERMAN 

Detached Home End Unit 4BR,2BA 

8F SOUTHWAY 14B RIDGE RD 1 ORANGE CT 

FOR SALE! 

 

 

FOR SALE! FOR SALE! 

***INTEREST RATES ARE LOW!! SCHEDULE TO SEE HOMES TODAY!*** 

FOR SALE! 

Enrolling now 
for Fall 2020! 
Kindergarten	–	Fi,h	Grade	

 

Contact	us	for	a	tour.		
	

3215	Powder	Mill	Road,	Adelphi	MD	20783			Phone:	443-598-2565	

www.silveroakscooperaMve.org	

 Are you looking for an affordable, cooperative elementary school?  

At Silver Oaks Cooperative School we are committed 
to spirited learning, growth, development, and fun. 
Come learn more about the school and discover an 

education built differently!   

Silver Oaks Cooperative School Inc. does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, sexual orientation, creed, or national or ethnic origin in 
the administration of its educational policies, admission policies, employment of faculty and staff, and scholarship programs.    

In its 59th year, the George 
Washington Birthday Marathon 
and Relay that starts and ends 
in Greenbelt is the oldest in the 
capitol area, “which makes it an 
older marathon nationally,” said 
one of the race directors, Raj 
Bhanot. The race is a production 
of the DC Road Runners, a chap-
ter of the Road Runners Club of 
America, which is open to run-
ners of all types and abilities.

This year’s race was on Sun-
day, February 16. Of nearly 400 
entrants, Jeremy Ardanuy of Bal-
timore and Elena Makarevich of 
Gaithersburg reigned victorious 
in the solo marathon, while an 
Alexandria, Va.-based team won 
the relay.

Ardanuy,  26,  f inished in 
2:26:53, which means he aver-
aged 5:37 minutes per mile over 
the 26.2-mile course. This wasn’t 
his first marathon triumph. He 
won the Baltimore marathon, a 
race with over 2,000 entrants, last 
October.

Makarevich 41, of Gaithers-
burg, was the lead female run-
ner, finishing in 3:15:58, or just 
under a 7:30 pace. She was also 
the first female masters finisher. 
Erica Howes, 37, followed with 
a time of 3:20:40; Mary Edgmon, 
35, rounded out the top three in 
3:28:16.

In the men’s division, Justin 
Scheid, 34, of Succasunna, N.J., 
finished second in 2:28:29. Yasu-
shi Sugita, 49, of Bethesda was 

Road Runners Test Fitness in Hilly 
59th Greenbelt Marathon Event

by Grace Kathleen Todd

third in 2:45:18. Sugita was the 
top male masters runner.

The weather was partly cloudy 
and cool. The course started on 
Northway and Woodland Way 
and finished on the stream val-
ley path behind Northway and 
consisted of three loops running 
through the Beltsville Agriculture 
Research Center and past the 
Goddard Space Flight Center.

“Loops are kind of nice,” 
Howes said. “Because you kind 
of knew what was coming.” Still, 
the course was not easy, but 
rather filled with rolling hills – 
including a 150-foot gain within 
the last couple of miles. “That 
was pretty killer,” Howes said.

That didn’t stop her from run-
ning her best marathon time yet, 
“by about six minutes.”

The relay option split the race 
up, with teams of three tackling 
9.7, 7.3 and 9.2-mile legs.

3 Best Friends That Anyone 
Could Have, won the relay with 
a time of 2:31:52, averaging a 
5:48 pace. The group consisted 
of Andrew Brodeur, who ran 
at Duke University, Gabrielle  
McKenzie and Nick Zalewski. 
“It was good to win,” McKenzie 
said.

The day, though, was not just 
meant for the winners. “We are 
a race for every runner,” Bhanot 
said. “We have the same excite-
ment for the fastest runners and 
the last finishers.”

Spectators seemed to also, as 

they lined much of the course 
cheering. As did volunteers, 
whose tasks included handing 
out cups of water and directing 
runners at intersections.

“It means a lot just to hand 
out water, because [the runners 
are] exerting all their energy,” 
said Delna Clark, the volunteer 
coordinator for DC Road Run-
ners. “I like to be here to help 
and make sure they finish and 

have a good race.” According 
to Clark, there were about 100 
volunteers. Race directors and 
runners alike were quick to praise 
them.

“This happens because of the 
volunteers,” Bhanot said. “The 
aid stations were great,” Howes 
said, describing how volunteers 
helped pour water into her water 
bottle along the course. “It’s hard 
to do while running.”

Volunteers and spectators await runners at the finish line.
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DRUMS continued from page 1

Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

MCCARL
 DENTAL GROUP

www.McCarlDental.com

$55 EMERGENCY DENTAL EXAM 
INCLUDES DIGITAL X-RAYS

Emergency Dental Care You Can Trust

Over 250 5-star reviews!

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, Dr. Richard Duarte, and Dr. David McCarl 
are licensed general dentists.

facilitator Katy Gaughan, who 
organizes community drum circles 
on the first Saturday of each 
month at the New Deal Café.

“I really believe in drumming 
for wellness – because, you know 
what, we’ve all got a drum beat-
ing inside our chest, don’t we?” 
Gaughan asked event participants, 
many of whom were children. 
“When we drum together, it tunes 
us up – it tunes up our hearts, it 
tunes up our minds, it tunes up 
our bodies – because these drums 
have been played forever. Our 
ancestors knew to use them for 
music, and communication, and 
communion. So we can do that 
today, right here.”

Gaughan brought with her not 
only a host of different drums, 
such as the goblet-shaped djem-
bes and the cone-shaped ashikos, 
but also a variety of fellow musi-
cians. Her crew included musi-
cians on the mbira, a wooden 
instrument played by plucking 
metal tines, the didgeridoo, a 
wind instrument played by blow-
ing into its several-foot-long pipe, 
and the Native American flute.

“A drum circle is such a 
powerful and spiritual thing, be-
ing able to get in sync with the 
rhythm that’s going on in every-
body’s heads,” observed  Coun-
cilmember Emmett Jordan, who 
attended the event. “While it’s 
kind of abstract … it’s really a 
deeply therapeutic thing.”

Other program highlights in-
cluded a meditative dance per-
formance by Padma Wine, a 
Shamanic Trance Dance Empow-
erment Center guide and guard-
ian, and a family-friendly rap by 
Brian Butler, recreation coordina-
tor at Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center.

Accompanying Butler’s perfor-
mance and drumming throughout 
the event were many young par-
ticipants from the Chesapeake 
Education, Arts and Research 
Society’s Earth Squad, which 
CHEARS describes on its organi-
zational website as “a co-learning 
tutoring and mentoring project 
that practices stewardship for the 
Three Sisters Gardens and Food 
Forest.”

Community response to the 
event seemed positive, as reflect-
ed by the words of Greenbelter 
Stacy Turay. “I thought it was 
awesome,” said Turay, whose 
grandchildren participated in the 
program. “It was very education-
al, and I think that [the organiz-
ers] should continue to come out 
and educate the community.”

Also describing the event as 
“awesome” was Tanya Knox. “I 
think it was a great event for the 
children, and also for the adults,” 
said Knox. “I believe that every-
one learned from the event today 
about our culture – it doesn’t 
matter what color you are, we all 
are one.”

The City of Greenbelt’s obser-
vation of Black History Month 
continues through this weekend, 
with a movie screening of Har-
riet starting at 1 p.m. Sunday, 

In 2019, Greenbelter Owen 
Kelley published his first book, 
titled A Hundred Wild Things: 
A Field Guide to Plants in the 
Greenbelt North Woods, as a way 
for people in the community to 
connect with the forest.

This 244-page book includes 
over 200 full-color photographs, 
taken by Kelley, with descrip-
tions and interesting facts about 
more than a hundred examples of 
Greenbelt’s plant life. The book 
also includes a historical context 
of Greenbelt North Woods, a map 
of the area and how the forest 
has changed since it was first 
surveyed in 1907.

His inspiration for the guide 
came from his two sons: John, 
11, and Ezekiel, 8. “I wanted 
them to know the forest as well 
as my wife, Genevieve, and I 
know it,” Kelley said. “There’s 
also a sub-culture of people in 
Greenbelt who care a lot about 
the forest and are concerned 
when someone wants to turn it 

February 23 at the Old Greenbelt 
Theatre. Desegregating Greenbelt, 
the panel discussion scheduled for 
February 22, has been postponed.

New Field Guide Identifies
Plants in the Forest Preserve

by Brogan Gerhart

into a parking lot.” Kelley works 
in data visualization and analysis 
at NASA and is also a proud 
member of Greenbelt’s Forest 
Preserve Advisory Board.

“Owen Kelley has really done 
his homework and provides a 
comprehensive guide for anyone 
who finds themselves wander-
ing the forest, asking themselves 
‘What is this plant?’” said Jason 
Martin, cofounder of Greenbelt 
Biota.

“There’s a history and natural 
life course to a forest,” Kelley 
said. “If you like our forests, you 
need to know what’s growing 
there to have a better sense of 
how to care for it.”

The book may be purchased 
directly from the author at  
okelley@gmu.edu or from the 
Greenbelt Museum’s gift shop at 
10 Crescent Road, open Sundays 
1 to 5 p.m. The book is also 
available from retailers such as  
amazon.com and barnesandnoble.
com.

A Hundred Wild Things provides a fresh look at Greenbelt’s 
natural beauty. “Any Greenbelter who has hiked the swampy 
parts of the North Woods in the summer has seen the skunk 
cabbage's large leaves,” Kelley says. “But few of us have seen its 
short-lived winter flower.”
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Musician Mark Francis Nickens plays the Native American 
flute at the “Wellness, Movement, Inspiration” community 
event.

- Photos by Michelle Siegel

Three-year-old Rylan Davis, granddaughter of CHEARS Board 
Convener and Earth Squad Coordinator Carolyn Lambright-Davis, 
helps herself to a drum.

Belly Dancers of Color Collective and the Eleanor Roosevelt High School Gospel Choir perform at the Black History Month program 
on Sunday February 9. The dance troop is made up of Lori Alford, Adina Gittens-Smith and Leila Rossado.

- Photos by Beverly Palau
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