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Council Meeting Is Dominated
By GHI Additions Oversight

by Thomas X. White

Council Okays Budget, Ups Taxes
Five Cents and Signs Agreements

by Thomas X. White

The issue that dominated the
recent annual membership meet-
ing for GHI – previously unre-
membered county legislation re-
quiring detailed site plans for ad-
ditions of larger than 25 percent
of the house – also dominated the
Greenbelt City Council meeting on
June 6.

To begin discussion, Mayor
Judith Davis introduced the Resi-
dential Planned Community
(RPC) Zoning/Additions issue by
reading the extensive background
included in council’s agenda
comments booklet that had been
prepared by Celia Craze, director
of Greenbelt’s Planning and Com-
munity Development Department.
In this background section, Craze
noted that during the Sectional
Map Amendment process for
Greenbelt in 1989, it had been de-
cided that the RPC zone would be
drafted to impose the physical el-
ements of the original city over
the historic city, locking in place
the specific parcel densities of
the GHI super blocks and the
overall density of the city.

As a result, historic areas of

Greenbelt, as well as the adjacent
neighborhoods of Lakewood,
Woodland Hills and Lakeside,
were designated with the tradi-
tional Euclidian zoning catego-
ries applicable to Town Houses
(R-T) and Single Family Residen-
tial (R-55).  The RPC overlay zone
would modify requirements of the
underlying Euclidian zones.  This
process was intended to protect
the city plan.  It was never in-
tended to be a design tool.

Control
Attempting to control land use

in the historic community
through traditional Euclidian zon-
ing was acknowledged to be of
limited utility, especially since
GHI homes are located on what
is known as super blocks and, as
part of a cooperative, are not on
fee-simple subdivided lots.  The
yard, bulk, coverage, green space
and set-back criteria of the R-T
zone cannot be applied to GHI
homes because they do not have
individual lots.

As it stands, the only things
the R-T regulations could control
in GHI would be building height,

density and uses.  In the single-
family neighborhoods, the homes
sit on individual lots but since
many were built before the cur-
rent R-55 regulations were
drafted, many do not conform to
all R-55 setback and coverage re-
quirements.

In the final drafting in 1989 of
the RPC legislation, language
was added requiring that addi-
tions to units in the RPC cat-
egory would be subject to a De-
tailed Site Plan (DSP) review in
cases where the area of the pro-
posed addition would exceed 25
percent of the floor area of the
original unit.  At the time, the
city registered concern that the
DSP process would be onerous for
individual home owners or GHI
members and suggested a simpli-
fied review process.  Unfortu-
nately, in the final version of the
legislation, the language requir-
ing such DSP approval remained.

What is amazing, however, is
that apparently for the past 15 or
more years, the DSP requirements

The agenda for the June 6
meeting of the Greenbelt City
Council was very full, including
a send-off for former Mayor Gil
Weidenfeld and his wife Muriel;
a welcome to a new city intern;
approval of covenant documents
for the Metroland development;
adoption of the city’s Fiscal Year
2006 Budget, including a five
cent tax increase for Greenbelt
property owners; city election
and voting issues; and the selec-
tion of a new auditor for the
city’s financial records.  But all of
those items were eclipsed by the
monster issue of GHI additions
and how best to amend or repeal
recently discovered county legis-
lation.  (See separate story.)

With the council chamber at
nearly standing room-only capac-
ity, Mayor Judith Davis turned
the gavel over to a very young
DeAndré Andrews to bring the
meeting to order and to lead the
council and audience in the
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.
Young Andrews was a winner in
the Maryland Municipal
League’s (MML) annual essay
contest in Maryland elementary
schools on “Why I Want to Be
Mayor.”  Sitting in Councilmem-
ber Leta Mach’s chair (she was
out of town) DeAndré then read
his prize-winning essay which
emphasized “. . . keeping the
city tax rate down.”

Council also said farewell to

the Weidenfelds, who will be
leaving Greenbelt and moving to
Annapolis.  Gil  served on the
city council from 1971 to 1993 and
as the city’s mayor during eight
of his 11 terms.  While living in
Greenbelt, Muriel served as an
election judge in municipal elec-
tions and on the Board of Li-
cense Commissioners for Prince
George’s County.  She was also
active in the Greenbelt Eleanor
and Franklin Roosevelt Demo-
cratic Club.  Former mayor
Weidenfeld used the occasion to
present to the city the original
sculptor’s model of the “Deer
Statue” that is located on Han-
over Parkway opposite the en-
trance to the Hunting Ridge Con-
dominium complex.

City Manager Michael Mc-
Laughlin introduced to council
the city’s new intern Brent Elrod,
who began his MML Fellowship/
Intern Program with the city on
June 1.  Elrod is pursuing a
master’s degree in public policy.
He received a B.S. in philosophy
at George Washington University
and will be working full time in
the city manager’s office until
early August.

Metroland Covenants
With most of the citizens in

attendance for the GHI Additions/
RPC Zoning issue and with rep-
resentatives of the Metroland de-
velopment on hand for the
Metroland Covenants approval,

council modified the meeting
agenda to move those items for-
ward on the business agenda.

First was approval of the cov-
enants for Metroland.  Two cov-
enants had been prepared – one
each for the proposed North and
South Cores of Metroland.  Since
the Metroland principals have
not yet acquired ownership of
the North Core from the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority, that covenant will be
approved, signed and held in es-
crow by the city solicitor until
such time as the purchase of the
property is complete and the cov-
enants can be recorded.

Once approved, covenants for
the South Core will be signed
and recorded immediately.  With
very little discussion, council
unanimously approved both
property covenants.

Budget Adoption
Council took action on the

city’s budget for FY06 generally
reflecting the consensus reached
at the final budget worksession
on May 18.  In its final action
council adopted a FY06 budget
that increases the city’s property
tax rate by 5 cents to 76.6 cents
and the personal property tax
rate to $1.68.  Total general fund
revenue is expected to total
$20,339,100 and total general fund
expenditures are expected to total

Monday, June 20
8 p.m., Regular City Council Meeting, Municipal Building
Wednesday, June 22
8 p.m., Council Worksession re: Towing Policy with Public Safety

Advisory Committee, Community Center
Thursday, June 23
8 p.m., Council Worksession, SHL Conceptual Site Plan, Munici-

pal Building (live on Channel 71)

The grand dame of the
Greenbelt News Review turned 80
this month.  Elaine Skolnik has
spent nearly 50 of her 80 years at
the helm of the News Review.  It
has been a long journey.  The
News Review, she explains, is a
metaphor for her life, the cause of
many joyous moments as well as
occasional sorrow.

Her journey began shortly af-
ter she arrived in Greenbelt in
1952 with her husband Al and
her two daughters, 4 year-old
Barbara and 1 year-old Rita.
Their son Richard was born in
1957.  Elaine describes Green-
belt as love at first sight.  “Oh,
those tall pines and oaks, the
lake, the large green areas on
which the playgrounds beckoned
to the children, the cooperative
babysitting club, the co-op nurs-
ery school and kindergarten.  It
was such a sweet life,” she re-
members fondly.

The Skolniks lived first in the
45 Court of Ridge Road where
several members of the News Re-
view resided.  Later they moved
to the 2 Court of Northway.  Al’s
full time job was chief of Inter-
program Statistics for the Social
Security Administration.  But his
dream of being a journalist be-
came a reality when he joined
the News Review staff.  Of her
own skills, Elaine modestly pro-
claims, “I had no talent for writ-
ing” although she took over the
“Our Neighbors” column in 1954.
She saw her role as supporting
Al’s keen interest in Greenbelt
Homes, Inc. (GHI) board meet-
ings and his fascination with
city budgets.

During the 1950s the News
Review suffered its own budget
crisis.  The paper depended then
as now on advertising.  Deliv-

The News Review Staff celebrated News Editor Elaine Skolink’s 80th
birthday on Friday, June 10 at the Greenbelt Marriott.  Richard
Skolnik, Elaine and Jeannette Zubkoff are seated at the head table.

News Review Staff members listen while Elaine revisits her years
with the newspaper: from left are Pat Davis, Al Geiger, Pat McCoy,
Eileen Farnham, Meta Lagerwerff and Marie Wong.

P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 J
U

D
I 

B
O

R
D

E
A

U
X

GNR 061605  print.pmd 6/16/2005, 4:55 PM1



Page 2             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW           Thursday, June 16, 2005

News Review

News Editor:  Elaine Skolnik 301-598-1805
Assistant to the Editor:  Eileen Farnham 301-513-0482

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 8 - 10 p.m.

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977
Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985

President Emeritus, 1985-

Editor:  Mary Lou Williamson 301-441-2662
Assistant Editor:  Barbara Likowski 301-474-8483

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
newsreview@greenbelt.com

301-474-4131 • FAX 301-474-5880

Greenbelt

BUSINESS MANAGER: Ron Wells 301-474-4131
CIRCULATION Core of Greenbelt:  Ian Tuckman 301-459-5624

Springhill Lake:  Karen Zoellner 301-474-1882
         Chris Cannon 301-516-1068

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Eileen Farnham, president; James Giese, vice president;  Diane  Oberg, treasurer; Pat Davis, secretary; Virginia
Beauchamp, Judy Bell and Al Geiger.

DEADLINES: Letters, articles and ads—10 p.m. Tuesday. Materials for publication may be
mailed to address above, deposited in our box in the Co-op grocery store (by 7 p.m.
Tuesday) or brought to our office in the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, during office
hours. Mail subscriptions—$35/year.

STAFF
Jackie Bealle, Virginia Beauchamp, Judy Bell, Judi Bordeaux, Jessi Britton, Sharon Carroll,
Agnes Conaty, Austin Conaty, Bill Cornett, Randy Crenwelge, Kay Cummings, Peter Curtis, Pat
Davis, Frank DeBernardo, Nicola Dickenson, Carol Drees, Chris Farago, Eli Flam, Anne
Gardner, Alison Gary, Terri Gates, Al Geiger, Bernina McGee Giese, James Giese, Marjorie Gray,
Eve Gresser, Carol Griffith, Shirl Hayes, Sabine Hentrich, Solange Hess, Barbara Hopkins, Jen-
nifer Hysan, Kathie Jarva, Elizabeth Jay, Tiane Johnson, Suzanne Krofchik, Meta Lagerwerff,
Pam Lambird, Sandra Lange, Jim Lara, Lucie MacKinnon, Pat McCoy, Kathleen McFarland,
Emma Mendoza, Mary Moien, Marat Moore, Diane Oberg, Linda Paul, Leonie Penney, Eileen
Peterson, Altoria Ross, Shamla Shakir, Linda Siadys, Eileen Simon, Sandra Surber Smith,
Helen Sydavar, Joanne Tucker, Thomas X. White, Marie Wong and Dea Zugby.

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

I am writing on behalf of the
Board of Directors for Greenbelt
Homes, Inc. (GHI) in response to
the editorial titled “Think it
Through” that was printed in the
June 9 issue of the Greenbelt
News Review.

Our Board of Directors shares
your view that CB-134-1988 is
not the right way to regulate and
control the construction of addi-
tions in GHI.  However, your ar-
ticle states that there is no gov-
ernmental oversight of building
construction in GHI and appears
to advocate such involvement.
In fact, co-op members are re-
quired to obtain permits from
Prince George’s County and the
City of Greenbelt before con-
structing or altering any GHI
structures, including additions.
While these two bodies do not
regulate the sizes or locations of
additions, GHI maintains a rigor-
ous in-house review process that
ensures additions are built in con-
formance with the co-op’s rules.
These rules regulate the sizes and
locations of additions.  At
present, our Architecture and En-
vironment (A&E) Committee is
working on a project to clarify
some of the rules governing the

construction of additions and ex-
terior modifications.  The A&E
Committee will report to the
Board of Directors in July 2005.

We feel that any additional
governmental oversight of build-
ing construction in GHI will
only duplicate the efforts of the
GHI review process and add an-
other layer of unnecessary review
that could be costly, time-con-
suming and frustrating to our co-
op members.

Julia Eichhorst, President,
Board of Directors

Let’s re-think last week’s News
Review editorial.  Since GHI be-
came a cooperative instead of a
government town, it has had a
very strongly regulated review
process with strict rules to keep
the size and the design of addi-
tions in line with the rest of the
units.  Neighbors have veto
power on proposed additions that
impact them.  GHI consists of
about 600 masonry units which
are small by today’s standards
(apartments in the area often
have more living space) but
these blocks and bricks have at
least twice as much living space
as do the nearly 1,000 frame

units, which by the way usually
border the woods.  In order to
save America’s one large housing
co-op and its woodlands in the
long run, the frame units, as
many units as can accommodate
additions at all, need to continue
to be improved and enlarged so
that the cooperative stays viable.
A law that allows for no real ad-
ditions, especially for the numer-
ous tiny frame units, is a danger-
ous situation that needs to be
addressed as soon as possible.

Barbara Stevens

My vote goes to keeping lo-
cal control of additions within
GHI and I’d like to see more
coverage of the GHI board’s po-
sition on this issue.  As a GHI
member and frame-unit owner, I
am concerned that adding another
layer of regulations won’t help
resolve the problem but will re-
sult in young families deciding
it’s not worth the hassle to stay
in a too-small unit. (Frame units
average around 835 square feet.)
Also, frame-unit owners, who
own nearly 1,000 of GHI’s 1,600
units, need to volunteer in greater
numbers for committees involved
in these discussions.

Marat Moore

Your June 9, 2005, editorial
posits the need for increased
government oversight of building
permits for additions to GHI
homes.  I fear that as presented,
this position discredits the long-
standing preservation efforts of
GHI and threatens the democratic
functioning of our cooperative.

In many respects, GHI serves
as an oasis in a county suffering
from endemic development.  GHI
members have evinced a rare
commitment to preserving open
space, protecting woodlands,
maintaining infrastructure and at-
tending to the aesthetics of archi-
tectural space.  Our in-house
regulations for additions impose
strict size limitations; they re-
quire that members implement
structural designs that visually
complement surrounding build-
ings and that members obtain
written consent from adjacent
neighbors.  Furthermore, there
currently is movement within
GHI to adopt additional guide-
lines that would demand even
closer attention to the niceties of
historical design and materials.
Over the years and overall, GHI
has proven to be a good steward
and it appears that in future
years it will work even harder to
protect its unique legacies.

That is not to suggest that a
green light ought be granted to
all proposed additions.  Indeed, a
review of current guidelines may
be in order and perhaps further
restrictions made.  But this is a
matter calling for exploration and
dialogue within our cooperative.
It is not an occasion for relegat-
ing our decision-making process
to an outside governing body.

These past few weeks have
witnessed overflowing attendance
at GHI and city council meetings
in which additions were topics of
discussion.  Nearly all attendees
who spoke expressed their dissat-
isfaction with CB-134-1988.
Some came to the microphone
because they are either awaiting
an addition or are entertaining
the possibility of one day build-
ing one.  But others revealed
they had no intention of ever in-
creasing the square footage of
their units.  They were there sim-
ply to address their main concern,

that the spirit of cooperation and
commitment to dialogue that drew
them to live in GHI not be diluted.

Monica Mische

I was surprised and disap-
pointed to see the Greenbelt News
Review’s editorial urging consid-
eration of more county-level re-
view of the building of additions
in GHI.

Certainly additions can nega-
tively affect neighbors but this is
true for an addition anywhere in
the county.  And although GHI
members do not go through the
same review process for additions
that other homeowners in the
county do, GHI does have a pro-
cess in place, one that is far more
stringent and thorough.

The editors assert that al-
though “good in-house review
standards may now be in place at
GHI, the “long-term history in re-
gard to new additions is not that
good.”  Yet they give no particu-
lars to support this assertion.
Surely the editors do not mean to
suggest that there is a consensus
of opinion that on the whole GHI
additions are “failures”?  Many
members would beg to differ and
to make such an assertion without
support or qualification is very
questionable.

Corrections
In the obituary for Rubye Mikesell in the May 26, 2005, issue,

a wrong address was given for memorial donations.  A postal for-
warding order for the hospice has expired; the News Review
learned donation mail is being returned and has obtained the cur-
rent address.  The correct address for Aspen Homes Health &
Hospice is 3470 Washington Parkway, Idaho Falls, ID 83404.

          ________________________________________________________________

Last week’s review of the currently-running GAC play “Over
the River and Through the Woods” was actually written by
Altoria Bell Ross, although it was erroneously attributed to an-
other of our regular bylined contributors.  The News Review re-
grets the error.

Letters to the Editor
GHI’s regulations concerning

additions may not be perfect.
And GHI currently is involved in
internal discussion on the subject
(with some urging revisions that
will further restrict what members
can do).  I support the slow, dif-
ficult process of GHI membership
forging a consensus on regula-
tions concerning additions.  Un-
fortunately, the discovery of CB-
134-1988 has hijacked the pro-
cess, bringing the matter to a
wider public that does not share
the concerns of the GHI member-
ship or understand the strictures
which the GHI membership has
to live under.

I see two concerns: whether
there should be county-level over-
sight concerning additions in GHI
and whether CB-134-1988 should
be amended.  There may be rea-
sons for county-level oversight of
additions in GHI – but I doubt it
would be the same kind of over-
sight that is in order for fee simple
homes in the county.  Neverthe-
less, if citizens are concerned, they
should begin the process of mak-
ing the case that there should be
county-level oversight concerning
additions in GHI and what that re-
view should be.

Letters to the Editor

Thinking Outside the Box
On Springhill Lake Changes

Some time ago the Greenbelt City Council told representatives
of Apartment Investment Management Company (AIMCO), own-
ers of the massive Springhill Lake development, to think outside
the box in considering improvements to the project.  Well, they
have done just that.  Not only does AIMCO propose over time
to tear down all the present apartment buildings and replace them
with new, modern, transit-oriented structures but they also pro-
pose to tear down and replace the Springhill Lake Recreation
Center, Springhill Lake Elementary School and Greenbelt Middle
School.  According to the plan, replacement structures for all
three of these public facilities will be situated on the present
middle school property.

Located at a prime site on that property, however, is a 30,000-
square foot building, the original Greenbelt High School, which
now forms the front façade of the middle school. Declaring it
“historic,” council has called this section untouchable.  On the
other hand, according to Mayor Judith Davis at a recent budget
worksession, school officials have advised the city of their lack
of interest in utilizing that building.  They wish to create a to-
tally new facility.

We ask council: Is this building sufficiently significant from an
historical perspective to be preserved?  From a design standpoint
we have heard no one claim the building to be unique or signifi-
cant or worthy of preservation.  (Contrast this lack of interest
with the earlier public concern about the former Greenbelt Cen-
ter School, now the Greenbelt Community Center, which had been
designated one of the top art deco structures in the Washington
area.)

The middle school’s historic claim is that it was built by the
federal government when the model planned community, now an
historic landmark, was laid out.  But the school was never really
part of that plan.  It is not located in the planned community, as
is the high school of Greenbelt’s sister planned city, Greenhills,
Ohio.  This local school was situated, instead, close to the town
of Berwyn Heights, apparently to appease that town’s residents
who were concerned about a community of low-income housing
being built nearby.  Greenbelt High School students had to walk
a long distance through the woods on a path now mostly de-
stroyed when the Beltway was constructed.  Then they had to
walk through an underpass at Edmonston Road (now blocked off
and unusable) in order to reach the school.

Students of the former high school, now older, may have a
sentimental attachment to preserving the building.  But the same
can be said of any old school slated for demolition.

We are not prepared at this time to endorse the proposal of
AIMCO, still being formulated, for a complex new plan for the
Springhill Lake area.  But we see, in the name of historic preser-
vation, the optimal potential of that plan being boxed in, and less-
ened, to preserve a structure whose own worthiness seems very
much in doubt.

Last week’s editorial on finding the proper oversight of additions
to GHI units caught the attention of many residents whose letters
appear below.  In most instances the letters were edited in order to
fit them all into this issue.  Letters on other subjects will appear in
a future issue.

Editorial

See LETTERS, page 3

County Oversight Would Duplicate Efforts
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Community Events

Week of JUNE 17

OLD GREENBELT
THEATRE

301-474-9744 • 301-474-9745
129 Centerway

www.pgtheatres.com

Friday
*4:30, 7:30, 10:15

Saturday
*1:30, *4:30, 7:30, 10:15

 Sunday
*1:30, *4:30, 7:30

Monday - Thursday
*4:45, 7:30

*These shows at $5.00
Coming:  Ladies in Lavender

Cinderella Man (PG13)
Special Engagement

No Passes

Greenbelt Arts Center Presents

AUDITIONS
Shakespeare on the Green

HENRY IV, PART 1
Monday & Tuesday

June 20 & 21, 7:30 – 10pm
26 characters, ages 8-80

ethnic diversity encouraged
performs 8/14 – 9/4

ACTORS: readings from script,
some movement & stage combat work possible.
VOCALISTS & MUSICIANS: prepare one piece

to perform, accompanist provided.

Greenbelt Arts Center
123 Centerway, Greenbelt, MD 20770

(Next to the Post Office.)

301-441-8770
www.greenbeltartscenter.org

Explorations Views
Mountain Rail Film

On Friday, June 24 the sum-
mer Explorations Unlimited
travel video series continues
with the film “The Canadian
Rockies and The Adirondack.”
This is the second video in the
Reader’s Digest “Scenic Rail
Journeys of the Americas” series.
Viewers will ride the rails on The
Skeena from the Rocky Moun-
tain town of Jasper to the fishing
village of Prince Rupert Harbor.
Along the way there are 191
bridges to cross, 14 tunnels to
wind through and countless tran-
quil lakes and tumbling water-
falls.

The film includes a helicopter
ride above glittering Glacier
Fields and a visit to a Kitwan-
cool village renowned for intri-
cately carved totem poles.  It
spans the continental divide with
views of Mount Robson,
Canada’s highest peak.

Next climb aboard The Adiron-
dack and ride through one of the
most historic and beautiful re-
gions in the United States, along
the shores of the rolling Hudson
River, with stunning views from
the Adirondack Mountains to
Montreal in Canada’s Quebec
Province.

Explorations Unlimited is
held every Friday from 1 to 3
p.m. at the Greenbelt Community
Center.  This presentation will be
held in the Senior Lounge.  Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend.
Call 301-397-2208 for more in-
formation.

Golden Age Club
by Bunny Fitzgerald

The Golden Age Club meet-
ing on June 8 was presided over
by Vice President Bill Souser.
Pauline Bordas was the greeter
for the day.  It’s nice to receive
a friendly handshake and smile of
greeting at the door at each
meeting.  So here’s a big “Thank
You” to all the greeters.

Members will be playing
board games at the July 22 meet-
ing.  Quinto has been popular, so
come and try a hand.

On July 13 the speaker will be
from the Alzheimer Foundation.

We’ll all be tapping our toes
to “Broadway Melodies” at the
Timonium Dinner Theater on Au-
gust 23.  This is a bus trip so
there will be plenty of seats.  You
might even bring a friend.

Jane Love, Laurita Pranger,
Bernie Giese and Pat Hand are
all on our get well list and we
hope they will be back with us
soon.

Enjoy the summer but keep
cool.

CARES Summer
Babysitting Course

Greenbelt CARES will offer
the summer session of the
babysitting course on Wednes-
day, June 22 from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. in the conference room of
the Municipal Building, 25 Cres-
cent Road.

The course is free.  Each stu-
dent will receive a packet of ma-
terials to bring home.  The
course is targeted to teach stu-
dents, completing grades 5 to 8,
the safety and responsibility is-
sues of babysitting.

For additional information call
Greenbelt CARES Youth and
Family Services Bureau, 301-345-
6660, ext. 2016.

Summer Tutoring
At Springhill Lake

The first summer tutoring ses-
sion on June 11 was deemed a
huge success with four tutors
providing their services.  For
those who did not attend the first
session, there is still time to at-
tend the second on Saturday,
June 18.  Call Janet Goldberg at
301-397-2212 for information.

Water Polo Sessions
Open on Thursdays

The Greenbelt Swim Team and
the Greenbelt Aquatic and Fit-
ness Center will host water polo
instruction and play in the out-
door pool on Thursdays from 8
to 10 p.m. on June 23, June 30,
July 7 and July 14.  The Thurs-
day opportunities will continue if
there is sufficient interest.  The
sport requires a combination of
swimming ability and teamwork
to play in the deep end.  A sec-
ond “beginner” game is played
on the shallow end where swim-
ming will be encouraged but the
team play and water polo ball
handling skills will be empha-
sized.  A drop-in fee “donation”
is suggested for the Greenbelt
Swim Team and will be collected
“at the gate” to the outdoor
pool.  The target age group is 12
to 19 year-olds.  Exceptions can
be made based on swimming
skills and understanding of the
learning environment.

LETTERS continued from page 2

The editorial admits that CB-
134-1988 is not “the right way”
to regulate GHI additions.  So
then, what are we waiting for?  It
should be amended along the
lines suggested by the city’s
staff to the city council without
delay.

Mark D. Commins

Having been through the pro-
cess of putting an addition on
my unit in Greenbelt Homes, Inc.
(GHI), I feel I must disagree not
only with your characterization
of the process but also your con-
clusions.

The county reviews all build-
ing permits for new additions in
GHI exactly as it does for all
other building permits and in-
spects the construction progress
on a schedule to assure that all
county regulations are met.  GHI
Technical Services and the Archi-
tecture and Environment Commit-
tee review the requests for all
new construction to a unit for
compliance with size, style and
location regulations as defined by

GHI rules.  These rules were re-
viewed and approved by the
county’s historic district personnel.

I have always believed that it
was a basic part of our American
way of life that any topic of
concern to the citizenry should
be dealt with at the level of gov-
ernance closest to the topic and
most likely to be responsive to
the people concerned.  This has
been the system within GHI for
50 years and the results are here
to be seen by all.  To suggest
that we now have to move to
higher and more remote levels of
government to save the world
from potential misgovernance by
the GHI Board of Directors is
vaguely unAmerican, definitely
undemocratic and potentially di-
sastrous to the cooperative com-
munity spirit of GHI.

And finally to try to tar the
GHI Board in this way is wield-
ing a wide brush.  Why should
we trust the city council or the
county council (or for that mat-
ter the News Review editors) any
more than the GHI Board?

Ray Stevens

by Shirl Hayes

“The Blues Man” Turner
To Play at Blues Festival

Clarence “The Blues Man”
Turner will be featured June 18 at
the second Annual Café Blues
Festival at Roosevelt Center.  A
musician for the last 30 years,
Turner credits his father for get-
ting him started.

“I’ve been playing music, I
guess I started when I was
around eight or nine years old.
My father is a musician.  He
plays blues guitar.  He and some
family members and friends of his
played and got me exposed to it
early,” said Turner.

Being too bashful to sing for
many years, Turner started out
just playing the guitar with other
people but eventually the power
of the blues and the encourage-
ment of his family and friends
overcame his shyness.

“I do it because other people
like it.  It took me years to even
attempt to start singing.  My fa-
ther used to tell me as a kid
growing up – ‘Son, as good as
you are playing the blues,
people wanna hear you scream
and shout.’”

Later, a band in which he
played bass broke up.  A few of
the members told Turner that if
he ever decided to form his own
band, they wanted to be a part of
it because they felt he had great
potential to be a front man belt-
ing out the blues instead of a
side man playing the bass.

“You could have bought me
for a nickle.  It almost brought

tears to my eyes because I didn’t
like my singing and I still don’t
sometimes.  In 1999 was the first
time I even attempted to sing the
blues,” said Turner.

Other performers scheduled
for Saturday include: Zach
Sweeney Band, Matt Kelly and
Rich Sampson, The Shakers, The
Paulverizers, Blue Lou and
Friends and Ronnie Ray and The
Coolers.  The music starts at
12:45 and goes until 8:30 p.m.

Turner looks forward to his
first time performing in Greenbelt,
seeing it as an opportunity to
share the energy and vitality that
is the blues.

“The music is an expression of
life.  For me, music is a way to
express myself . . . my thoughts
and some of my feelings.  It al-
lows me to express beliefs about
society.  To be able to communi-
cate through an instrument some-
times without having to use
words [is great] because words
just can’t describe what feelings
you have inside but music can
communicate to the whole world
even if you don’t know the lan-
guage.  One of my music teach-
ers taught me that music is an
international language and you
can understand anybody with it.
A lot of people misinterpret blues
as being some sad, lonely kind of
music but in actuality it helped
keep me revived, motivated . . . it
gave me a lot of pleasure.  It’s
about stories,” said Turner.

Summer Programs
At the Library

The Swing into Summer Read-
ing program began June 1.  It’s
not too late to join in.  There are
programs for different age levels
including one for adults.  Call the
Greenbelt branch library at 301-
345-5800, TTY 301-808-2061 for
details.

Saturday, June 18 at 10 a.m.
learn how to successfully incorpo-
rate herbs for landscape and culi-
nary pleasure.  Join master garden-
ers as they share environmentally
sound advice.  A question and
answer period will follow and lit-
erature will be available.

Ask the Experts
Discuss Clutter

“Clutter – Trash or Treasure?”
will be the topic of discussion for
the “Ask the Experts” cable
show on Tuesday, June 21 from
11 a.m. to noon at Green Ridge
House.  Laura Rosenthal from
Simplicity Matters Earth Institute
will present a general overview of
how to determine when a
person’s papers and items should
be discarded.  Attendees will
learn how to determine when
treasures become clutter or trash
and how to avoid hoarding be-
havior.

CARES Offers
Mini-GED Course

Greenbelt CARES will begin
the summer four-week mini-GED
course on Tuesday, July 5.  It
will end on Thursday, July 28.
Registration will be held on July
5 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
only.  The first class of instruc-
tion will be held on Thursday,
July 7.

GED I is held from 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.  GED I is for stu-
dents who need a review of ba-
sic math (addition, subtraction,
multiplication, division, fractions,
decimals, percentages and work
problems) and English grammar
skills.

GED II is held from 1 to 3
p.m.  GED II is for students who
have successfully completed GED
I and/or are ready to learn alge-
bra and geometry, English litera-
ture and writing skills and to pre-
pare to take the GED test.

GED is held every Tuesday
and Thursday for four weeks in
the Municipal Building Confer-
ence Room, 25 Crescent Road.

Students are required to show
proof of residency (i.e., current
lease, phone or electric bill,
driver’s license or Motor Vehicle
I.D. card.)

There is no charge for
Greenbelt residents in either
course, non-Greenbelt residents
are required to pay a $75 regis-
tration fee.  All students are re-
quired to purchase a copy of the
GED textbook and calculator from
Greenbelt CARES.

Students do not have to be
16 years of age in order to take
the GED course.  Students are
eligible to take a GED pre-test
given at Greenbelt CARES at no
cost.  The actual GED test is
given by the State of Maryland,
not Greenbelt CARES.  However,
students who are ready to take
the test can obtain the applica-
tion forms from Greenbelt CARES.

Questions and enrollment in-
formation regarding either course
should be directed to Judye
Hering, course instructor, at 301-
345-6660, ext. 2016 or email
jhering@ci.greenbeltmd.gov.
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7010 Glenn Dale Road 
(Lanham-Severn Road & Glenn Dale Road) 
301-262-3285 | rector@stgeo.org | www.stgeo.org 

Sundays:   8:00 am Simple, quiet Mass 
   9:00 am Christian education for all ages 
 10:00 am Sung Mass with organ and folk 

music, ASL interpreted 
   1:30 pm Signed Mass (last Sunday of each  

month only) 
Wednesdays:   7:00 pm Simple, quiet Mass 
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Baha'i Faith

www.bahai.org/www.us.bahai.org

Greenbelt Baha’i Community
P.O. Box 245

Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-345-2918      301-220-3160

"The mightiest of structures, the
most solidly established, the most
enduring, standing guard over the
world, assuring both the spiritual
and the material perfections of
mankind, and protecting the

happiness and the civilization of
society – is religion."

–Baha'i Sacred Writings

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Daniel Hamlin, Pastor

Greenbelt Community Church

Hillside & Crescent Roads
Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings

www.greenbelt.com/gccucc/
Sunday Worship

10:15 a.m.

"A church of the open mind, the warm heart,
the aspiring soul, and the social vision..."

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
6905 Greenbelt Road • 301-345-5111

Sunday  8:00 a.m. Worship Service
 9:15 a.m.         Sunday School/

Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship Service

Fax 301-220-0694 • E-mail myholycross@verizon.net

Paint Branch Unitarian
Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road,

Beltsville/Adelphi (301-937-3666)
Welcomes you to our open,

nurturing community
June 19, 10 a.m.

"Not Your Father's Father"
by Leo Jones with drex Andrex,

worship associate
Summer fun for children also

at 10 a.m.
Barbara Wells ten Hove,

Jaco B. ten Hove,
co-ministers

ST. HUGH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322

Mass Schedule:
         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:45-4:45 p.m.

Pastor:  Fr. Walter J. Tappe
Pastoral Associate:  Fr. R. Scott Hurd

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

301-474-9410    www.gbgm-umc.org/mowatt

Rev. DaeHwa Park, Pastor

       Sunday School 9:45 am       Worship Service 11:00 am

Helping People Connect with His Family through Loving Service

Sun. Worship:   8:30 am, 11:00 am
Weds. Worship:  7:00pm (Adult Bible Study/

         Prayer & Children's Ministry)

Catholic
Community

of Greenbelt
MASS

Sundays 10 A.M.
Municipal Building

Congregation
Mishkan Torah

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770    301-474-4223
mishkantorah@hotmail.com  –  www.mishkantorah.org

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian
synagogue that respects tradition and becomes your

extended family in the twenty-first century.
Shabbat services:  Friday evening at 8:00 PM, except 1st Friday of the month,
i.e. family service at 7:30 PM.  Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K–12 and for adults.
Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes.  Concert choir.  Social Action program.
Opportunity for  leadership development.
Moderate, flexible dues.  High holiday seating for visitors.
Sisterhood.  Men's Club.  Other Social Activities.
Interfaith families are welcome.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

Corrine Merritt
Corinne “Corri” Merritt

(Siegel), 79, formerly of Brook-
line, Mass., Greenbelt and Santa
Fe, N. Mex., died June 7, 2005, at
Andover Subacute & Rehabilita-
tion Center in Andover, N.J.  In
Greenbelt she lived about 20
years on Maplewood Court.

She was a technical illustrator
for Medical Reference Books and
also worked as a jewelry-crafter.

She is survived by five chil-
dren and five grandchildren and
by a sister and brother.

Services were handled pri-
vately by Goble Funeral Home of
Sparta, N.J.

Charles B. Farrall
Charles B.

(Charlie) Farrall,
Greenbelt resident
and the grandfa-
ther of Little Miss
Greenbelt, Emily
Scites, died of
cardiomyopathy
and respiratory
failure on June 9, 2005.  He lived in
the City of Greenbelt for 32 years.

Mr. Farrall’s deceased parents
were former Greenbelters as well.
His mother Lucy Farrall was the
manager of the Greenbelt Plaza
Apartments for over 11 years.
Charlie loved Greenbelt mainly
because of the closeness and
family-oriented feeling and his-
tory of tradition the city pos-
sesses.  He had no desire to live
any other place.  He passed
those feelings about the city on
to his eldest daughter Tina
Scites, who still lives in
Greenbelt.  Both his daughters
Tina Scites and Kimberly Cragg
graduated from Eleanor Roosevelt
High School.  Now his grandson
attends the same school.

Mr. Farrall is survived by his
former spouse and best friend
Judy Farrall; two daughters Tina
and Kimberly; sons-in-law Chuck
and Kyle; three grandchildren,
Charles, Jr. (CJ), Emily and Koke;
sister Patricia Downing and her
husband Ernie, who are former
Greenbelters; and six nieces and
nephews, Michael, Missy, Christy,
Candy, Dennis and Nikki.

Funeral services were held at
Lee’s Funeral Home in Clinton on
Wednesday, June 15, 2005, fol-
lowed by private burial.

Charles Cormack, Jr.
Former Greenbelter and long-

time member of the Greenbelt Li-
ons Club Charles Marshall “Bud”
Cormack, Jr., 81, died on June 9,
2005.

His father Charles Marshall
Cormack, Sr., at one time the fed-
eral government housing manager
for Greenbelt and his wife Vilma
Vigert were also residents of
Greenbelt.  Mr. Cormack resided
with his parents at 6 Court Ridge
and later, after marriage, at 35
Court Ridge.

Mr. Cormack was born May 8,
1924.  Due to family moves, he
attended several high schools,
graduating from Central High in
Washington, D.C.  He attended
the University of Maryland but
left expecting to be drafted.  In-
stead, he worked at Fort Belvoir
testing synthetic rubber.  Follow-
ing the war, he graduated from
Duke University in Durham, N.C.,
with a B.S. in chemistry.

Mr. Cormack worked for the
Navy Department his entire ca-
reer, providing systems safety en-
gineering support.  His job in-
cluded support to NATO allies.
He retired in 1980 from govern-
ment service and later worked for
KSA, Inc., a consulting firm from
which he retired in 1996.

In the Greenbelt Lions Club
Mr. Cormack served as president,
treasurer and secretary and held

many other offices.  He also
served as a zone chairman and
newsletter editor for Lions District
22C.  He was awarded a Melvin
Jones Fellowship by Lions Inter-
national and made a Lifetime
Member.

Mr. Cormack was married to
Elizabeth Dolores Taylor for 37
years until her death in 1987.
They had three children.  In
1989 he married Josephine
Marks.

Survivors include his wife, his
children Margaret “Holly”
Cormack of Salisbury, N.C.;
Charles M. Cormack, III, and his
wife Kathy of Greensboro, N.C.;
and Dolores Derrington and her
husband Darrell of Burke, Va.;
and a grandson, Benjamin
Cormack of Greensboro.  He is
also survived by stepchildren
Janice Marks and Carol Mahon;
step-grandchildren Maya and
Marvin Marks; Julie Mieras;
great-grandchildren Roger Mieras
and Jonathan Marks; and a
brother Robert and his family.

A memorial service was held
at the Good Samaritan Lutheran
Church in Lanham on June 14.
Private interment was at Fort Lin-
coln Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Greenbelt Lions
Club, P.O. Box 677, Greenbelt, MD
20768.

Obituaries
Vacation Bible Camp

Greenbelt Baptist Church will
hold its Ramblin’ Road Trip Va-
cation Bible School for kids in
kindergarten through sixth grade
during the week of July 11 to 15
from 6:15 to 8:45 p.m. The
church is located at the corner of
Crescent and Greenhill Roads.
To pre-register for this free event
contact 301-474-4212 or visit
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org.

Condolences to Josephine
Cormack and family on the death
of her husband Charles “Bud”
Cormack, Jr.

Our sympathy to the family of
Charles B. “Charlie” Farrall who
died on June 9, 2005.

Congratulations to Ryan Peck
who graduated from the Univer-
sity of Maryland Police Academy
on June 10.  He is now a member
of the Greenbelt Police Force.

Congratulations also to
Greenbelter Robert Defibaugh
who graduated from the UM Po-
lice Academy and is now an of-
ficer at the University.

Joyce Hom was named to the
dean’s list at the Savannah Col-
lege of Art and Design in Savan-
nah, Ga., for the spring quarter.
Fulltime undergraduate students
who earn a grade point average
of 3.5 or above for the quarter
receive recognition on the dean’s
list.  Hom, an illustration major,
is the daughter of Chuck and
Kathrine Hom.

Outstanding job – kudos to
seven city Public Works employ-
ees who were recognized this
week for perfect attendance for
Fiscal Year 2005.  They are John
Baluch, Thomas Butler, Lewis
Carroll, Gene Diest, Hoa Nguyen,
Mike Rall and William Smith.

When praising the righteous, God says in the Holy Qur'an:
"And the servants of (God) The Most Merciful are those
who walk on the earth in humility, and when the arrogant
confront them, they say, 'Peace'."  –The Holy Qur'an 25:63

To find out more about Islam, call 301-982-9463 or e-mail
us at searchislam@mail.com or  visit the website
www.learnaboutislam.com.

Did 
you 

know?

 Peace and humility
in all actions are among

the key principles
in Islam.

Pastor Tappe to Be
Installed Sunday

Theodore Cardinal McCarrick,
Archbishop of Washington, will
formally install Father Walter
Tappe as Pastor of St. Hugh’s
Church on Sunday, June 19 at
the 11 a.m. Mass.  All are invited
to attend the Mass and reception
following.
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Celebrate Pride Month
At the New Deal Café on June 20th, 2005

A newly formed organization of Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender Greenbelt residents 
invites you to an evening of socializing and 
information. Ask how you can get involved, or just 
drop by and say “hi.” ALL interested persons are 
welcome! Meet your GLBT neighbors, and learn 
about what is happening on the state level with 
issues that concern our lives.

GreenBeLT Pride: You can't spell Greenbelt without GBLT!

Join GreenBeLT Pride at the New Deal Café (113 
Centerway). Look for the table with the rainbow 
flags.  For more information, call Frank 
DeBernardo at 301-474-5294 or email at 
FDeBernardo@aol.com

6:00-9:00 PM, Monday, June 20th

Come to the
COLLEGE PARK FARMER'S MARKET
Local farmers and vendors offering fresh fruits, vegetables,
garlic, bakery goods, jellies, potted herb plants, bedding

plants, cut flowers and herbal products

5211 Paint Branch Parkway
(formerly Calvert Road)

in College Park – across from Airport

Saturdays from 7am – 12noon
May 7 through November 19

20052005200520052005

2005

Call  Natasha Jewell  at (301) 352-8665 or Kathy Patsas at (301) 352-9853
to register or for more information.

Only 6 Rehearsals – All on Thursday Nights
Website:  www.missgreenbelt.com

MICHAEL O'BRIEN
301-474-2000

EXPERIENCE & TRUST
When selling your home.

   GHI        LAKESIDE
LAKEWOOD     BOXWOOD

michaelo@mris.com

 City Information
GREENBELT

MUNICIPAL/PUBLIC
ACCESS CHANNEL 71

Due to lightning damage
to our switcher, we will not

be able to show
videotaped programming

next week.  We will
however, carry the City

Council Meetings of June
20th and 23rd live on the

Channel.
We regret any

inconvenience this
temporary outage may

cause.
Info: 301-474-8000.

Meetings for June 20-24th
Monday, June 20, 8:00pm, Regular Council Meeting, Municipal
Building. (Live on Channel 71)
.
Wednesday, June 22, 8:00pm, Council Work Session, re: Towing
Policy with Public Safety Advisory Committee,   Community Center.

Thursday, June 23, 8:00pm, Council Work Session, Springhill Lake
Conceptual Site Plan, Municipal Building. (Live on Channel 71)

OPENINGS ON BOARDS &
COMMITTEES

Volunteer to serve on City
Council advisory groups.
Vacancies exist on the:

Arts Advisory Board
Employee Relations Board

Park and Recreation
Advisory Board

For more information, please
call  301-474-8000.

GREENBELT
CARES

BABYSITTING
COURSE

Wednesday, June 22nd
from 10am-1pm

Municipal Building
1st Floor Conference Room

This free course is targeted
toward students completing
grades 5-8.  Students will learn
responsibility and health and
safety issues of taking care of
children, as well as learning
about poison control and fire
prevention.  Students completing
the course will receive a
certificate and be eligible to
participate in the Greenbelt
CARES ODD JOBS/JOB BANK
program.

Info/Enrollment:  301-
345-6660, ext 2016 or

jhering@greenbeltmd.gov

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL
Municipal Building - Regular Meeting

June 20, 2005 - 8:00 p.m.

COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
Oath of Office for Police Officer

Petitions and Requests (Petitions received at the meeting
will not be acted upon by the City Council at this meeting
unless Council waives its Standing Rules.)
*Committee Reports (Items on the Consent Agenda

marked by * will be approved as recommended by staff,
subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Advisory Planning Board, Interim Report (Springhill Lake
Conceptual Site Plan)

LEGISLATION
An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 11, “Motor Vehicles and

Traffic,” of the Greenbelt City Code for the Purpose of
Increasing the Fine for Various Violations of This Chap-
ter, Effective July 1, 2005 (2nd Reading, Adoption)

A Resolution to Repeal Resolution Number 973 and Establish
Service Charges for Garbage, Trash, and Recycling
Collections in the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, Effective
July 1, 2005 (2nd Reading, Adoption)

End-of-the-Year Budget Adjustment Ordinances (1st Read-
ing, Suspension of the Rules; 2nd Reading, Adoption)

A Resolution of the City of Greenbelt Adopted Pursuant to
the Authority of Article 11E of the Constitution of Mary-
land and Section 13 of Article 23A of the Annotated
Code of Maryland, (1957 Edition as Amended), Title,
“Corporation-Municipal,” Subtitle “Home Rule” to
Amend the Charter of the City of Greenbelt Found, in
Whole or in Part, in the Compilation of Municipal Char-
ters of Maryland (1983 Edition as Amended), as Pre-
pared by the Department of Legislative Reference
Pursuant to Chapter 77 of the Acts of the General
Assembly of Maryland of 1983, by Repealing and
Reenacting with Amendments Section 27, Titled “Absen-
tee Voting” (Charter Amendment Resolution #2005-1)
(1st Reading)

OTHER BUSINESS
�  RPC Zoning Regulations
�  Proposed Amendment to County’s Adequate Public

Facilities Ordinance Related to Greenbelt Station
� *Resignation from Advisory Group

MEETINGS
NOTE:  This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change.  Regular
Council meetings are open to the public and all interested citizens are
invited to attend.  If special accommodations are required for any
disabled person, please call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the
meeting day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or
e-mail kgallagher@greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk.

Greenbelt Recreation Department and American Red Cross

BLOOD DRIVE
Tuesday, June 28th

2:00-8:00pm
Greenbelt Municipal Building

25 Crescent Road

Please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE to schedule
your LIFE-SAVING donation.

ASK THE EXPERTS
CABLE SHOW
PRESENTS:

CLUTTER – TRASH
OR TREASURE?
Tuesday, June 21

11am-12noon
Green Ridge House
Community Room

Featuring Laura
Rosenthal, Simplicity

Matters Earth
Institute.
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SKOLNIK continued from page 1

 SELLING YOUR HOUSE?
List for less.  My commission rate is 2 to 5%  with no extra fees.  Have
your listing placed in the MLS.  We are a full service brokerage.  I will
assist you with "FOR SALE BY OWNERS CONTRACTS" and:

Call George Cantwell
301-490-3763

•  APPRAISALS
•  INSPECTION
•  TERMITE INSPECTION
•  OPEN HOUSE

•  ATTORNEY
•  LOAN APPLICATION
•  SIGNS
•  CLOSING

Amazing New Seminar Reveals … Hosted by Jim Cantwell

10 Costly Financial Mistakes Almost All Retirees Make
And Simple Ways to Avoid Them
Greenbelt - Virtually all retirees are routinely making financial mistakes that literally cost
them thousands of dollars each year.  A free seminar hosted by the financial experts heard
each week on a highly acclaimed local financial radio talk show will show you:
• One strategy to avoid capital gains taxes
• How to reduce or eliminate taxes on Social Security
• How to avoid the costs and delays of probate
• Why most mutual funds don’t beat market averages
• How to structure investment income that is largely tax free
• How to eliminate long term care insurance premiums
• 4 other remarkable, specific savings strategies
This meeting is absolutely free, includes a free famous Marriott dinner, is informational
only and runs a lightning quick 76 minutes.  You will receive no sales presentation
making this meeting unlike anything you’ve ever seen before.  This meeting will be held on
June 21 at the Greenbelt Marriott in Greenbelt:  6400 Ivy Lane.  It will begin at 4:30 PM
and conclude 76 minutes after beginning when a free dinner is served.  Reservations will be
taken on our 24 hour automated line until our seating capacity is reached at 1-800-371-
1049.  Just leave your name, address, and the number of tickets you’ll need after the tone and
we’ll rush them out to you.  Special Bonus for all attendees: Your choice of two free
reports: Mutual Fund Management Secrets Money Managers Don’t Want Published or
6 Deadly Mistakes Made in Setting Up a Will or Trust and How to Avoid Them  (Limit
one report per household).  Call our 24 hour automated response line today at 1-800-371-1049,
as reservations will be taken on a first come, first serve basis.   Virtually everyone
attending this meeting learns never before heard of, money saving strategies with no
sales presentation or pressure.  Don’t wait to call.  We fill up quickly.

Used Car Loans   4.5% aprUsed Car Loans   4.5% aprUsed Car Loans   4.5% aprUsed Car Loans   4.5% aprUsed Car Loans   4.5% apr
Refinance or Purchase

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union
112 Centerway, 301-474-5900

or apply online at www.erols.com/gfcrun
apr=annual percentage rate

Rate can change without notice.

Come to your Credit
Union !!!

ered free to every home in
Greenbelt, the all-volunteer staff
struggled financially from week
to week to print the news.  Elaine
chaired the first of several fund
drives held over the years.  “We
went from court to court,” she
states.  “Greenbelters gave $1 or
$5 to save the newspaper.”  It was
her first taste of civic activism
and her first foray in fighting for
a cause she held dear.

Her first big development
story occurred in 1964 when the
Maryland-National Capital Park
and Planning Commission (M-
NCPPC) presented the Greenbelt/
College Park Master Plan.  “Who
could forget the nearly 1,000
persons protesting the Master
Plan at the Center School (now
the Community Center) gym,”
she recalls passionately.  Citizens
fought against high density zon-
ing within the core of Greenbelt.
The next bitter fight a decade
later brought the community to-
gether to prevent a high school
from being built on Northway ex-
tended which would have caused
the widening of Ridge Road to
accommodate school bus and au-
tomobile traffic.  She laughs while
remembering how “we got no re-
spect from the Board of Educa-
tion.  In fact we were dubbed
‘those Greenbelt kooks,’” she re-
calls.  But after a five-year battle,
in 1976 “the much needed high
school, prestigious Eleanor
Roosevelt High School, was built
in Greenbelt East.”  She smiles
with satisfaction.

As Elaine describes the
packed carloads of angry citizens
trekking to Upper Marlboro to
protest against the Master Plan or
the school site, she is proud of
the role the News Review played
in galvanizing Greenbelt residents
into action.  The Save Our Com-
munity Committee and the Citi-
zens for a Planned Greenbelt
Committee were formed to pre-
serve the green areas.  And the
News Review was the spark that
ignited the actions by the citizens
and the city council.  Elaine at-
tended most of the meetings,
notebook in hand.  Later she
would confer with Al, passing on
her notes to him.  He wrote the
stories.  But she was the eyes and
ears.  Her activism was in full
gear, she explains.  Those were
her happiest times on the News
Review.

The low point came with what
she describes as the “devastating
four year law suit against the
News Review and its president,
my soul mate Al . . . . ”  It was
the summer of 1966 when Elaine
stood in the kitchen of her house
on Northway stirring chocolate
pudding.  A knock came at the
door, and a man in uniform
handed her some papers.  She was
stunned to discover that the News
Review and Al Skolnik were be-
ing sued for $2 million by a lo-
cal real estate developer.  The
suit charged that the paper had

published defamatory remarks
made against the developer by
citizens at public sessions of the
Greenbelt City Council in Octo-
ber 1965.  A Prince George’s
County jury in January 1968
found the remarks libelous and a
$17,500 judgment was awarded
to the developer.  The case went
to the Maryland Court of Appeals
a year later and was upheld.  In a
1970 landmark decision, the U.S.
Supreme Court unanimously over-
turned the lower court’s ruling.
The Greenbelt News Review was
responsible for updating the libel
laws of Maryland and broadening
the constitutional defenses of re-
porters against libel suits, Elaine
proudly proclaims.

The victory was sweet, coming
after four agonizing years.  They
looked forward to a normal happy
family life once more.  Elaine re-
calls that “Al dream[ed] that when
he retired he would devote him-
self full time on his beloved
newspaper.”  He would ensure
“that its goals served the public
as originally intended . . . to re-
main non-partisan in politics, to
print the news accurately and
regularly, to make its pages an
open forum for civic affairs, to
develop a staff of volunteer writ-
ers and to develop a Greenbelt
philosophy of life,” Elaine quotes
from the first 1937 issue of the
Cooperator, later renamed the
Greenbelt News Review.

But such was not to be.  Al
suffered a fatal heart attack on his
way home from work in March
1977.  He was 56 years-old.  The
late Roger Clark, the attorney who
represented them in the libel suit,
described Al as a person who “re-
sponded with courage, vigor, per-
severance and a healthy outrage.
It is because of men like him that
our freedoms remain inviolate.”

Elaine assumed the presidency
of the News Review to carry on
Al’s dreams and keep his spirit
alive.  For the next nine years,
she performed the dual role of
president and assignment editor
for most news stories.  She relin-
quished her role as president in
1986 but she never stopped wor-
rying about the financial health
of the paper or whether or not
someone was available to cover a
particular GHI or city council
meeting.  She cherishes her role
as investigative journalist on de-
velopment issues although she is
dismayed by the loss of her per-
sonal contacts with developers.
Today, she says regretfully, “a de-
veloper could be a conglomerate
and I’m told ‘Talk to my attor-
ney.’  I can’t have a dialogue with
the developer anymore,” she
muses.

Though she is no longer a
fixture at the news desk on Tues-
days when the work on the News
Review is accomplished, she is in
touch with its writers and editors
and mostly gets into the office
every other week.  She thrives on
being able to identify the current

issues and to assign a reporter to
cover a story.  Her forte is her re-
markable institutional memory.  She
will spend hours with young Uni-
versity of Maryland journalism in-
terns distilling the history of
Metroland or some other complex
development issue.

She will hand them a dozen
or more old issues of the News
Review so they can bone up on
the pertinent facts. She will tell
them what to look for and who to
interview. With a gleam in her
eye, she says that the Metroland
development will go on for years
just like the ICC (Inter County
Connector) controversy which she
has assiduously followed for the
past 40 years.

Elaine reluctantly embraces
change.  She has seen the News
Review go from a four-page pa-
per printed by offset and later let-
terpress processes to today’s 16-
page papers using the latest in
computer technologies.  She is
proud of the computers and fax
machines that line the walls of
the News Review office.  She
can’t imagine returning to what
she calls the dungeon, the clut-
tered basement at 15 Parkway
where the News Review staffers
toiled for many years before mov-
ing into sunny quarters in the
Community Center in 1995.

She married her second hus-
band Victor Nicholson in 1985
and soon after immersed herself
in Vic’s dreams concerning the fu-
ture of cable TV.  Vic was a pio-
neer in the cable TV industry and
worked tirelessly for years to es-
tablish a broad-band two-way
video highway.  Elaine attended
meetings with Vic and helped him

with his correspondence and
press releases.  He also supported
her, waiting patiently outside the
city offices where the then city
manager Jim Giese accused her of
snooping.  He drove her wherever
she needed to go, her constant
companion and soul mate.

Sadly, Vic is now in a nursing
home suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease.  Elaine is close by, living
in Leisure World in Silver Spring.
Her slight frame belies a tough in-
ner strength that she calls upon to
endure the pain of seeing Vic de-
cline.  She is keenly aware of loss
and quotes from a book “Real Mo-
ments” by Barbara DeAngeles that
she says echoes some of her own
thoughts.  In it, DeAngeles states
“loss will come as we age and are
no longer vital . . . when our chil-
dren grow up and we lose their in-
nocent, unconditional love . . .
when death takes our grandparents
and then our parents from us and
suddenly we are the elders in the
family . . . .  The journey,”
DeAngeles writes, “between what
you once were and who you are
becoming is where the dance of life
really takes place.”

Elaine Skolnik Nicholson is still
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Luncheon chair Judy Bell confers with Mary Lou Williamson (stand-
ing), while Marat Moore and Pat Davis chat (seated at table).

engaged in her journey – not
along the quieter edges, she says
firmly but looking forward to
each day’s challenges to stimulate
her mind.  With a mischievous
twinkle in her clear brown eyes
she says that she plans to write a
book entitled “Developers I Have
Known” to be published after her
demise.

“You pick your niche” in life,
she affirms.  Surely the citizens of
Greenbelt have benefitted from the
niche this grand lady has carved.

Women Democrats
To Hold Forum

With the co-sponsorship of
Prince George’s Community Col-
lege and the Women’s Action
Coalition (WAC) of Prince
George’s County, a newly-formed
Women’s Leadership Network of
the Maryland Democratic Party
will present an open forum for in-
terested women of all political
persuasions.  “Listening and
Hearing Each Other: What Issues
Matter to You?” will take place
on Saturday, June 25 from 9 a.m.
to noon in the Rennie Forum at
the college, 301 Largo Road,
Largo.  There is no charge for
this event.

A professional facilitator will
moderate a grass roots discus-
sion by attendees and lead a
“summing up” session.

In addition to Pat Unger of
Greenbelt, who serves as ad hoc
chair, members of the Prince
George’s Planning Committee are
Donna Edwards of Fort Washing-
ton, Joseline Pena-Melnyk of Col-
lege Park, Karren Pope-Onwukwe
of Hyattsville, Melanie Miller of
Bowie, Lori Morris of Bowie and
Augustine Pounds of Glenn Dale.
A Howard County subcommittee
is convening this summer.

Refreshments will be served dur-
ing registration; for additional infor-
mation contact Pat Unger:
Pmdu@aol.com; h: 301-474-1052; c:
301-518-0267 or nsmith@mddems.org.
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POLICE BLOTTER
Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department.

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about incidents.

AMERICAN REALTY

Commission Only - No Extra Fees

Jeannie Smith, GRI
Quality and Personal Service

301-345-1091

301-982-5899

      8 Pinecrest Court
(Lakeside Development)

Single family with five bedrooms, two and one-half
bathrooms, remodeled kitchen with all new appliances,
hardwood floors on main level, new wall-to-wall
carpeting on lower level, fireplace, family room, central
air conditioning, sliding glass doors and much more.
Exclusive Listing.

NEW
LISTING

The Department is offering a reward of up to $500 for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved
crimes reported in the blotter.   Citizens may anonymously report
suspected drug activity by calling the Drug Tip Line at 301-507-6522.

Rape
June 5, 1:04 a.m., 9100 block

Edmonston Court, a woman re-
ported that she met four men at a
club.  They offered the woman a
ride home to Langley Park.  Once
in the vehicle, the men drove the
victim to an apartment building
in the 9100 block of Edmonston
Court and forced her into a laun-
dry room, where two of them
sexually assaulted her.  All four
fled the scene after taking money
and a cell phone from her.  The
suspects are described as four
Latino males, one wearing a black
tank top shirt and blue jeans and
another wearing a red shirt and
blue shorts.

Robberies
June 5, 6:37 p.m., 7800 block

Mandan Road, a man reported
that he was walking to a resi-
dence when two people ap-
proached him from behind.  One
of the suspects pushed the man to
the ground and went through his
pockets as the second suspect
produced a handgun.  After taking
the man's wallet, both fled the
scene, in a vehicle described as a
1998 to 2000 Mitsubishi Lancer 4-
door with unknown Maryland
tags.

June 6, 10:39 p.m., 7800 block
Hanover Parkway, a woman re-
ported that she was walking to an
apartment when she noticed two
men following her on foot.  One
of the men produced a handgun
and ordered the woman to get on
the ground.  The second man
took her purse then both fled to-
ward the high school.  The sus-
pects are described as two black
males, 18 to 23 years of age, 5'8"
to 5'9" with thin builds and black
hair.  One had braids and a light
complexion, wearing blue jeans,
no shirt and a blue and white
hat.  The other had a dark com-
plexion, wearing a white baggy T-
shirt, blue jean shorts and a navy
blue hat.

June 7, 2:58 a.m., 6400 Ivy
Lane, a nonresident man was ar-
rested and charged with attempted
robbery, use of a handgun during
the commission of a violent
crime, transporting a handgun in
a vehicle, handgun possession
and two counts of assault.  A
desk clerk at the Marriott Hotel
reported that he was walking
from the back offices to the front
desk when he observed a man,
wearing a mask, jump over the
counter.  The man, armed with a
revolver, demanded money from
the desk clerk and then fled the
scene without taking anything.
Responding police observed a ve-
hicle leaving the area at a high
rate of speed.  A vehicle pursuit
ensued involving several jurisdic-
tions, with the suspect vehicle
becoming disabled in the area of
Eastern Avenue and Sheriff Road.
The suspect bailed out of the ve-
hicle and was apprehended after a
short foot chase.  He was trans-
ported to the department of cor-
rections for a hearing before a
district court commissioner.

June 8, 3:21 p.m., 200 block
Lakeside Drive, a man reported
that he entered an apartment
building followed by another
man.  The man knocked on the
apartment door and when the oc-

cupant opened the door, the sec-
ond man pushed his way into the
apartment.  Both victims struggled
with the suspect and managed to
push him through a closed sliding
glass door pane.  The suspect
then fled the area.  He is de-
scribed as a black male, 20 to 25
years of age, 6'1", 200 pounds
with black hair in shoulder-length
dreadlocks, wearing faded blue
jeans, a white shirt and gloves.

June 8, 10:28 p.m., 5707
Cherrywood Lane, a clerk at the
Shell Food Mart reported that a
man entered the store, picked up
several cans of beer and at-
tempted to leave without paying.
When the clerk confronted the
man, he pulled a handgun from
his pocket, showed it to the vic-
tim and left the store. The sus-
pect is described as a black male,
25 years of age, 5'11", 180 pounds
with short black hair and brown
eyes and several tattoos, wearing
black shorts with a white stripe.
The same suspect returned to the
store approximately one hour later
and again displayed the handgun
to the victim, possibly in an at-
tempt to intimidate him. The sus-
pect then fled the scene a second
time.

Drugs
June 6, 8:37 a.m., Eleanor

Roosevelt High School, a nonresi-
dent youth was arrested for pos-
session of marijuana with intent
to distribute, possession of mari-
juana on school grounds, trespass
and disruption of school activi-
ties.  A school resource officer
observed the youth in the hall-
way while class was in session.
The youth was found to have
been suspended and in possession
of a quantity of suspected mari-
juana.  The youth was released to
a parent pending action by the
school board and the juvenile
justice system.

June 9, 1:26 a.m., Citgo Ser-
vice Station, a resident man was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of heroin, possession of mari-
juana and possession of parapher-
nalia after police responded to a
report of several disorderly per-
sons in the area of Gardenway.  A
group matching the description
given was located in the parking
lot of the service station.  Police
observed a hypodermic syringe
sticking out of one man’s shirt
pocket and he was found to be in
possession of a quantity of sus-
pected heroin and of suspected
marijuana.  The suspect was trans-
ported to the department of cor-
rections for a hearing before a
district court commissioner.

Theft
June 8, Greenbelt Road and

Southway, police stopped a ve-
hicle for an equipment violation.
A computer check revealed that
the tag on the vehicle had been
reported stolen. The driver was
released on citation pending trial.

Vandalism
June 7, 6:47 p.m., 6200 block

Breezewood Drive, a Greenbelt
youth was arrested for malicious
destruction after he allegedly used
a can of spray paint to vandalize
a laundry room.  The youth was
released to a parent pending ac-
tion by the juvenile justice system.

Open Alcohol
June 5, 12:23 a.m., 5900 block

Cherrywood Terrace, a nonresident
man was arrested and charged
with possession of open alcohol
in public.  Police responded to a
report of a fight and located the
man in possession of an open al-
coholic beverage.  He was re-
leased on citation pending trial.

Vehicle Crimes
Four vehicles were reported

stolen: a 1999 Toyota Avalon 4-
door from the 6100 block
Breezewood Court; a 2002 Dodge
Intrepid 4-door from the 6300
block Golden Triangle Drive; a
white 2002 Ford F250 truck,
Maryland tags 77P911 from the
6400 block Golden Triangle
Drive; and a 2005 Yamaha
YZFR6L motorcycle, blue with
silver trim, Maryland temporary
tags 05065P from the 100 block
Westway.

Five vehicles were recovered,
two by Greenbelt police and
three by other departments with
no arrests in any of the recoveries.

Vandalism to, theft from and
attempted theft from vehicles was
reported in the following areas:
Beltway Plaza Mall, 6100 block
Breezewood Court, 6100 block
Breezewood Drive (two incidents),
5900 block Cherrywood Terrace,
9100 block Springhill Lane, 9200
block Springhill Lane, 5700 block
Greenbelt Metro Drive, 6300 block
Golden Triangle Drive, 18 Court
Crescent Road, 2 Court Eastway
and 7500 block Mandan Road.

Greenbelt Student Is
Outstanding Patrol

On Thursday, June 2 Rosa
Leath, a sixth grade student at
Springhill Lake Elementary
School, was presented with the
Outstanding School Safety Patrol
Award at a luncheon at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Reston, Va.

The Outstanding School
Safety Patrol Awards Program
recognizes the most exceptional
school safety patrols in the 18
jurisdictions in the Washington
Metropolitan Area.  Selection cri-
teria include dependability, aca-
demics, promptness, neatness and
industriousness.  Each honoree
receives a plaque acknowledging
their accomplishments and a
$150 U.S. Savings Bond.

Pictured at the award ceremony
are (left to right): Executive Di-
rector/CEO Norman E. Grimm,
Jr., of AAA Mid-Atlantic Founda-
tion for Safety and Education;
Rosa Leath of Springhill Lake
Elementary School; and Alison
Starling, co-anchor of “Good
Morning Washington” at WJLA
News.

greenway pottery
In Old Greenbelt

Functional Pottery – Mugs,
Bowls, Plates, Platters, etc.

SHOWROOM/STUDIO
BY APPOINTMENT

Mark Gitlis    240-593-2535
mjgitlis@comcast.net

for any additions to homes in the
RPC affected area have not been
enforced.  That is, until this
spring, when the requirement in
the law for DSP approval in the
RPC zone was brought to the at-
tention of the Maryland-National
Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission and City of Greenbelt of-
ficials.  Now all plans for new
development and additions of 25
percent or more over the original
floor area have been put on hold.

For the city, this means that
the permit process for the pro-
posed Public Works project, the
observatory project at Northway
Fields and the skateboard park
adjacent to the Community Cen-
ter are on hold as is at least one
GHI addition.

 Legislative Efforts
In response to GHI concerns

raised at the cooperative’s annual
meeting on May 18, County
Councilmember Douglas J.J. Pe-
ters drafted legislation that would
remove the DSP requirement for
GHI properties.  Since the DSP
requirement applies to all proper-
ties in the RPC zone, the city
staff has also drafted alternative
language for council’s consider-
ation to remove the DSP for addi-
tions to or alterations of single-
family residential units in the RPC
zone, as well as for all public
buildings.  The DSP requirement
would be retained for apartments,
commercial properties and new
construction.

In addition, the draft legislation
contains a new “purpose” section
which states that the intent of the
RPC zone is to protect the town
plan, providing context for the in-
terpretation of the requirements of
the overlay zone.  City staff rec-
ommends that council support the
proposed legislation and transmit
it to Peters with a request that it
be substituted for the original
(GHI only) corrective legislation.

During discussion it became
apparent that council was not
ready to accept the city staff rec-
ommendation.  Davis posed sev-
eral questions to Craze regarding
the level of reviews that would be
available to control additions if
the DSP requirement were removed
by legislation.  She expressed con-
cern that the city could be faced
with a situation where there were
more additions and larger addi-
tions.  She felt there was need for
greater assurance that an effective
review and control mechanism was
in place within the GHI commu-
nity and for other residential areas

in the city.
Councilmember Rodney Rob-

erts expressed similar concerns.
He suggested that the city legisla-
tive proposal include a limit
where only additions less than 100
percent of the original floor area
would be exempted from the DSP
requirements.  He was interested in
having protections for what your
neighbor might be planning to do
as an addition.

Currently GHI has a 100 per-
cent limit for additions in their re-
view system.  Larger additions
would require an exception and
approval by the board of directors.

Most GHI members in the audi-
ence urged council action at the
earliest time possible to support
the GHI legislative proposal or an
amended version.  Several speakers
noted that their plans for additions
were being held up by the new re-
quirement for a DSP.  Others
spoke about future plans for addi-
tions and wanted control for addi-
tions to be applied by the city
and GHI mechanisms and not to
be subject to the county DSP re-
quirements.

When it was clear that council
wanted to take a more careful ap-
proach in considering possible so-
lutions to the DSP problem, City
Manager Michael McLaughlin
suggested that even though Peters’
proposed legislation would be
considered at a meeting of the
county council’s Planning and
Zoning Committee on June 15, he
believed that Peters would still be
able to work with the city’s recom-
mendation if it were submitted fol-
lowing the next meeting of coun-
cil scheduled for June 20.

This suggestion pleased Davis,
who suggested that council could
have another opportunity to dis-
cuss the review and control
mechanisms that GHI employs
when the council and GHI have
their stakeholders meeting on June
13.  After that meeting council
would be in a better position to
make a decision on the appropri-
ate legislative remedy to recom-
mend to Peters and his committee.

GHI ISSUES continued from page 1
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Polishing and Cleaning

$4000

Call us today for an appointment!
301-474-4144

28 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, Maryland   20770-0717

Some People Don't Smile in Pictures . . .
Ask yourself if any of these areas may be affecting the beauty of your smile:

McCarl Dental Group
301-474-4144

Office Hours:
Monday 8-5
Tuesday 9-8:30
Wednesday 9-8
Thursday 8-4
Friday 8-3
Saturday 8-12

• The color or shape of your teeth
• Spaces or missing teeth
• Noticeable cavities or old dental work
• Uneven or unhealthy gums

If so, come into the offices of the McCarl Dental Group for a
complete and comprehensive evaluation.

Nicole Burgess of Severna Park had severely discolored
teeth from a very early age.  Throughout her life, Nicole had
been self-conscious of her smile.  In just three short weeks,
the McCarl Dental Group gave Nicole a beautiful smile and a
new start in life!  Call the McCarl Dental Group to see if a
smile makeover could change your life.

After Complimentary Initial Dental Exam
(Value up to $192) Includes necessary

X-rays on day of examination.
New patients only.

Expires 6/30/05

$25000

Expires 6/30/05

Teeth Bleaching
Special Only

It’s never too late to give yourself a beautiful smile.  For
over three generations the McCarl family has provided a
full range of dental services to Greenbelt and the sur-
rounding communities.  In the past, cosmetic dentistry was
only for the wealthy.  Today, however, cosmetic dentistry is
affordable and available to everyone.  Give someone you
love the gift of a smile!

Reg. $500.00

Brushless Feather Touch

Open
24/7
Open
24/7

Accepts Bills, Tokens,
Visa or Mastercard

Self-Service Vacuums
Shampooers & Fragrances

9905 Aerospace Road
(Behind Shell Station on Rt. 193)

GRAND

OPENING

ONE FREE
TOKEN

Present To Attendant
For

Expires July 15, 2005.

5 Self-Service Bays

Fleet Accounts Welcome
Call 301-919-6049

2 Automatic Wash Bays(
▲

*Coupon limited to one free token per person.

*

301-474-0046
20 Southway

Greenbelt, MD
20770

Old Greenbelt Citgo
Dave Meadows

Service Manager

Oil Changes, Batteries
Brakes, Shocks, Tires
Exhausts & Tune-Ups
MD State Lottery

Open 24 HoursOpen 24 HoursOpen 24 HoursOpen 24 HoursOpen 24 Hours
for Gas and Snacksfor Gas and Snacksfor Gas and Snacksfor Gas and Snacksfor Gas and Snacks

$20,083,300.  The difference of
$255,800 will be used to rebuild the
fund balance.

With Councilmember Leta
Mach out of the city and unable
to attend the meeting, council had
only four members for critical
votes on the budget that in some
cases required all four votes in the
affirmative in order to suspend the
rules to complete action prior to
June 10, as required by Maryland
law.  During parts of the budget
voting, council membership was
down to only three members when
councilmember Edward Putens had
to temporarily leave the council
chamber.

At several points in acting on
specific budget accounts, Roberts
was put in the difficult position
of voting for items he had clearly
opposed during the final budget
worksession.  Most of these votes
involved a council consensus to
fund positions for new employees
that had remained vacant during
the past year.  Roberts did not
want to subvert the agreed upon
consensus and, with Putens out of
the chamber, reluctantly voted for
some of the things he had earlier
objected to.  By the time council
moved to act on the items requir-
ing suspension of the rules,
Putens had returned to the cham-
ber.

Election Issues
Following the June 1 workses-

sion with the city’s Board of Elec-
tions council gave direction to the
city staff regarding several issues.

Council agreed, first, to imple-
ment the board’s proposal for ex-
panding absentee voting for city
elections.  The process for request-
ing and casting an absentee ballot

would remain essentially un-
changed but any eligible voter
would be able to choose to vote
by absentee ballot, not just those
who could demonstrate that going
to the polls on election day would
be impossible.  Staff will prepare a
resolution to amend the City
Charter’s definition of the accept-
able use of an absentee ballot.

The Board of Elections had
recommended that council con-
sider eliminating or modifying the
informal agreement regarding signs
on private property as a way of
enhancing the visibility of elec-
tions.  This proposal will be con-

sidered further but in the mean-
time staff will explore increasing
the number of sites on public
property that would be appropriate
for campaign signs.

Council expressed interest in
reconsidering the city’s law prohib-
iting electioneering (e.g., handing
out literature on election day)
within 300 feet of the entrance to
polling places.  Staff would mark
distances of 100' and 150' at each
precinct so council could examine
their impact.  All of these direc-
tions were passed unanimously.

The final item on the agenda
was the selection of a new firm to
provide audit services for closing
out the Fiscal Year 2005 financial

COUNCIL continued from page 1 records for the city.  The account-
ing firm of Clifton Gunderson, for-

merly known as Wooden Benson,
was selected by council.
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Potpourri
Anonymous Christian

support for hurting people.
Questioning personal signi-

ficance? Come and meet with
other Christians who combine

prayer, scripture, praise and
real relationships.

Thursdays - 7:00 to 8:30 PM
at Greenbelt Baptist Church

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

MHIC
#7540

HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST
Replacement Windows • Siding • Roofing

Repairs • Florida Rooms • Decks • Painting
Kitchens • Additions • Bathrooms

BRICK - BLOCK - CONCRETE
Free Estimates/Town References

“Serving Greenbelt For 30 Years”

Call Dick Gehring 301/441-1246
8303 58th Ave. • Berwyn Heights, MD

CENTERWAY TAX
& ESTATE SERVICE

111 Centerway Suite 204
Roosevelt Center

Year-Round Service
NOTARY

Regina O’Brien, Enrolled Agent
301-345-0272

 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

CLASSIFIED

 Change Your Weighs, Change Your Life! 

Dietitians offer professional weight loss counseling 
 

 Hanover Office Park * Greenbelt, MD * 301.474.2499 

Nutrition Month Specials Now Available  

www.wislerconstruction.com

Home & Business
Improvements

Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting
Bathrooms-Basements-Kitchens
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors

Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds

Wisler Construction
& Painting Co.

Serving Greenbelt since 1991

301-345-1261

Owner has over 20 years experience
Member of the Better Business Bureau

MHIC40475

GREENBELGREENBELGREENBELGREENBELGREENBELT SERVICET SERVICET SERVICET SERVICET SERVICE

CENTERCENTERCENTERCENTERCENTER

Auto Repairs
& Road Service

161 CENTERWAY ROAD
GREENBELT, MD 20770

(301) 474-8348

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 mini-

mum for ten words.  15¢ for
each additional word.  Submit ad
with payment to the News Re-
view office by 10 p.m.  Tuesday,
or to the News Review drop
box in the Co-op grocery store
before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to
15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100,
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $8.10 column inch.
Minimum 1.5 inches ($12.15).
Deadline 10 p.m. Monday.

NEEDED: Please include
name, phone number and address
with ad copy.  Ads not consid-
ered accepted until published.

JC LANDSCAPING
Beds trenched and mulched.
Annuals, ornamental shrubs

and trees installed.
Small tree removal.

Shrubs and small trees
trimmed and pruned.

New lawn seeding or sod,
other landscaping needs,

301-809-0528

Missy’s Decorating

301-345-7273
Md. Home Imp. Lic. #26409

Bonded - Insured

WALLPAPERING
INTERIOR PAINTING

Facial ServicesFacial ServicesFacial ServicesFacial ServicesFacial Services
Therapeutic MassageTherapeutic MassageTherapeutic MassageTherapeutic MassageTherapeutic Massage

Manicures & PedicuresManicures & PedicuresManicures & PedicuresManicures & PedicuresManicures & Pedicures
Make-up ServicesMake-up ServicesMake-up ServicesMake-up ServicesMake-up Services
Waxing Services

Located in the heart of
Historic Greenbelt

133 Centerway  301-345-1849

WE'VE
MOVED UPSTAIRS!

Menu available at
www.pleasanttouch.com
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UPHOLSTERY
Many Fabrics to
Choose From.
Free Estimates.
Quick Return.

LEW'S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
301-262-4135

AMAZING HUSBAND
HANDYMAN SERVICE
Carpentry–Electrical–Plumbing
Consulting–Appliance Repair
Specializing in Small Jobs

Mark Gitlis
240-593-2535

mjgitlis@comcast.net

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$75 x two men

$85 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net13405 Annapolis Rd. (Rt. 450) at Highbridge Rd.

MINI VAN SALE
!!!SPECIAL PROMO TIME!!!

www.melvinmotors.com    301-262-1313

See Bob Shutta for details on these and over 130 vehicles on our lot.

HELP WANTED

RECEPTIONIST NEEDED for real
estate company, experienced with clear
speaking voice and friendly manner.
Fax resume to 301-474-7266.

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND – Inexpensive necklace on
Lastner Lane, 6/12/05.  Call 301-345-
1451.

NOTICES

Miracle of Mother Vellankanni (India)
– There was a miracle in Vellankanni
church.  Till today nobody would have
heard about it.  In the Vellankanni
church on Sunday Mother Mary ap-
peared in the form of an infant to a per-
son.  She told him don’t be afraid.  Have
faith and listen to me.  I am coming to
this world.  Print 2000 leaflets in my
name and distribute to the people spread-
ing this message to wash away the sins
and to receive all goodness in my name.
Saying this Mother Mary who was in
the form of an infant disappeared.  In
Agar a man printed 616 leaflets.  Within
24 days he got a pot full of gold coins
through the blessing of Mother Mary.
Another person did not believe in this
and destroyed the leaflet.  This made
him lose his son.  In a place called
Lathora, five people together printed
1680 leaflets and distributed it.  Mother
Mary blessed them and they received
good profits in their business.  A fam-
ily in old Mambalam, chennai-33 who
came across this message delayed in
spreading the same by 15 days.  Their
new auto rickshaw met with an acci-
dent and they lost a lot of money.  As
Jesus said, “Ask and you shall receive/
seek and you shall find/knock and it
shall be open to you.”  So ask with faith
and you will receive it.  Print this leaflet
within 16 days spreading the message
of our Mother Mary and Jesus.  You
will receive all their blessings to achieve
what you want.  Please don’t destroy
this reading.  Pass it to another person.
Believe Our Mother of Vellankanni, Our
Lady of Good Health.  Thank you
Mother for curing all my sickness.

BLUES FESTIVAL outside in
Roosevelt Center, Saturday, June 18,
1 to 8:30 p.m.  Seven acts. Free.   (In
New Deal Café in case of prolonged
rain.)

 MERCHANDISE

AVON – Buy or earn with Avon.  240-
472-9618.  Pvbingham@comcast.net.
Independent contractor.

KENMORE ELITE WASHER – Full
size, like new, works great.  Only two
years old but doesn’t fit in remodeled
kitchen. $195.  301-474-0688

TWO WASHERS, ONE DRYER –
$200 for all.  Call Lee, 301-655-8650.

SERVICES

TRANSFER FILM, SLIDES, PHO-
TOS to VHS or DVD.  Tape repair,
consumer editing.  Photos made from
videotapes, etc.  HLM Productions, Inc.
301-474-6748.

JACKIE’S CLEANING – No job too
big or small.  Estimates.  301-731-0115.

EXPERT REPAIRS and installation of
roofing, siding, sundecks, replacement
windows, skylights and more.   Art
Rambo Construction, 301-220-4222.

LOVING LICENSED HOME PRO-
VIDER with structured activities where
children have fun learning.  Openings.
Call now, 301-552-2502.

GREENBELT HANDYMAN – Paint-
ing, gutters, powerwashing, general
home improvements.  Quality work-
manship, lowest prices.  240-383-2945

SEAN’S LAWNS – Grasscutting/weed
whacking. Old Greenbelt. 301-446-
2414.

HARRIS LOCKSMITH – Re-keying
and installing.  Clay Harris, Greenbelt.
240-593-0828

MBA, BS 
Realtor Assocs: 
National, MD,  
GCAAR, MLS 
 

Ask me about fostering to adopt – the 
most rewarding addition to a home. 

 

Edith Beauchamp 

2nd Generation Greenbelter and Realtor 

301-706-2385 or 301-718-4080 

Montgomery & Prince George’s  
Specialist:  CALL ME TO SEE A 

HOME IN GREENBELT or for Advice 
on SELLING. 

Potomac Village Office 
10230 River Road 
Potomac, MD 20854 

MAKE & MODEL MILES SALE PRICE
’05 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
      WITH “STOW & GO SEATING” 18K $20,000
’03 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SPORT 35K $15,000
’01 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SPORT 39K $12,000
’04 FORD E350 12 PASSENGER
     CLUB WAGON 18K $19,800
’03 FORD WINDSTAR LX 32K $12,500
’01 FORD WINDSTAR SE
     WITH ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM 38K $13,800
’01 FORD E350 15 PASSENGER VAN 20K $15,800
’04 HONDA ODYSSEY LX 28K $20,500
’03 HONDA ODYSSEY EX 41K $21,000
’00 TOYOTA SIENNA LE 47K $13,900

$100.00 HOME DEPOT GIFT CARD WITH PURCHASE
OF THESE LISTED VANS !ONLY!
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ADVERTISING
Leonard and Holley

Wallace
301-982-0044

Realty 1 In Roosevelt Center
Your Greenbelt SpecialistsSM

Since 1986

Graduate - Realtor’s Institute Certified Residential Specialist

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.

159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to
perform all service requirements that
your manufacturer recommends to com-
ply with Preventive Maintenance service
schedules & extended warranty pro-
grams! Also, routine repairs that keep
your vehicles operating safely and reli-
ably.

Master Certified Technicians

• Now Offering! •
Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage

A.S.E. Certified Technicians,
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

You know us as JOHN &
TAMMY, a household name in
Greenbelt for over 14 years.
We are the experts at clean-
ing your home and giving you
more time. Time for grand-
children, children’s recre-
ation, and each other. Call,
let a familiar and trusted
name help you out.

We offer :
–Weekly, bi-weekly, or
monthly service
–Spring cleaning any time
of the year
–Window cleaning
–Help for special occasions
–FREE estimates

Professionals with the
Personal Touch

Phone 301-262-5151

D

Unfinished SweaterUnfinished SweaterUnfinished SweaterUnfinished SweaterUnfinished Sweater
in the Closetin the Closetin the Closetin the Closetin the Closet

for 5 Yfor 5 Yfor 5 Yfor 5 Yfor 5 Years Now?ears Now?ears Now?ears Now?ears Now?
Let Me Do It For You

Expert Knitter
Free Estimates

Call Thelma 301-474-4003

GHI Townhome
2 Bedroom Block

New Kitchen
Roomy Storage Shed

Great Neighbors!
3C Eastway

Open House:
Saturday June 18, 12-3pm
Sunday June 26, 1-4pm

301-474-8477
for sale by owner

Yard Sale – Saturday
June 18, 9 to 4

(Rain Date:  Sunday)
Great Items, New and Like-
New, Pretty and Practical.

Great Prices!
3-C Plateau Place

Dr. Lynn Feldman
Child, Adolescent and Adult Psychiatry

Board Certified Psychiatrist,
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology

Psychotherapy, Psychological Testing
 Medication, Life Coaching, Consultation

Depression, Mood Disorders, Anxiety, Stress, ADHD
throughout the Life Cycle

(301) 345-0807
7474 Greenway Center Drive, Suite 670, Greenbelt, MD

SERVICES

COMPUTER & NETWORK – Re-
pairs, sales, upgrades, virus/spyware
removal, installations – 23 years expe-
rience, $15 discount with ad,
www.csaconsultants.com, 301-474-
6990.

FOUR POSITIVE PAWS – Sabine’s
Pet Sitting and Private, in-home Pet
Dog Training.  Gentle, dog-friendly
methods.  Member of APDT and Pet
Sitter’s Associates.  301- 474-0455 or
hentrich27@aol.com.

PIANO, KEYBOARD LESSONS –
Blues, jazz, gospel, R&B – play by ear
without reading music.  Tim
Kimbrough, 202-368-5985.

PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION
of replacement windows, $150 each.
Your choice of brand.  Art Rambo Con-
struction, 301-220-4222.

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER specializ-
ing in native landscapes would like to
assist you in turning your yard into a
certified Backyard Wildlife Habitat, in-
cluding the application process if de-
sired.  Please contact Rebecca Feldberg,
301-864-2779.

YARD WORK – Mowing GHI, $10-
35; weed whacking GHI, $5-10.  Call
John, 301-442-8353.

PAINTER: INTERIOR AND/OR EX-
TERIOR – 15 years experience; local
references.  Greenbelt residence; free
estimates, call Eric.  Also handyman
services 301-675-1696

KS LANDSCAPING – Professional
experience, reasonable pricing.  Call
Kenny, 202-528-1650.

SUMMER BABYSITTING AND
DOG WALKING – Looking for a
babysitter or dog walker?  We are two
teenagers who are responsible, straight
A students, and certified babysitters.
Great Greenbelt references.  Please call
Devin and Megan at 301-345-2948.

WE CLEAN APARTMENTS, doctors
offices, houses, buildings.  Affordable,
bonded.  202-526-0259, 202-306-9236
(cell)

TRAINED TEACHER will provide li-
censed care in safe, learning environ-
ment for your 2-5 year old child.  301-
922-6648

DECKS – Powerwashed and
doublesealed, $120; lower level, $100.
Powerwash only $55.  301-213-3273

NEED COMPUTER HELP?  Student
can setup your computer, install soft-
ware, hardware, printers, internet, re-
move viruses and spyware.  Trouble-
shoot problems. $10/hr. $25 minimum.
Adam, 301-446-1776.

PAINTER – INTERIOR AND/OR
EXTERIOR – 15 years experience; lo-
cal references.  GHI resident.  Free es-
timates.  Call Eric.  Also handyman ser-
vices.  301-675-1696

YOUTH YARD WORK – Mowing,
hedge trimming, washing siding.  Call
301-345-1014.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

ROOM NEEDED – Mature female
needs unfurnished room: willing to ex-
change services (transportation, pet
care, yardwork) for lower rent.  Please
call Lee 301-655-8650 between 1 and 9
p.m.  God bless you.

FOR RENT – Office space.  Greenbelt
Professional Center.  Call 301-384-
5965.

ROOM FOR RENT – References nec-
essary.  Auto needed.  301-345-1774

GREENBRIAR – Huge 1 BR condo.
Fully renovated, new kitchen, formal
DR and FR, W/D, enclosed patio, walk-
in closet, all utilities included. $1295/
month.  Call Tom Leverance, Long &
Foster, 240-432-6093.  See photos:
www.tomleverance.com

REAL ESTATE SALE

WE BUY HOUSES CASH!  Behind
in payments?  Divorce?  Relocating?
Fixer upper?  Foreclosure?  No equity?
Unemployed?  Quick settlement.  P&J
Investments, 240-472-9618.

OPEN HOUSE – Sat. June 18, 12-2.
12-F Plateau Place.  2 BD/1BA end
unit, backs to protected woodlands.
Many upgrades, refinished floors, shed,
pond, patio, built-ins and more.  Shan-
non, 301-345-1279.

WANTED

HARD-TO-FIT PROFESSIONAL
WOMAN needs inspired dressmaker.
I will provide high-quality natural fiber
fabrics if you have the skills.  Must be
able to draft and alter patterns.  Call
Ms. D at 301-474-8389.

YARD/MOVING SALES

YARD SALE – Sat., June 18, 9-4 (Rain
date: Sunday).  Great items, new and
like-new, pretty and practical.  Specials
for Dad.  Freebies.  Great prices.  3-C
Plateau Place.

MOVING AND YARD SALES – 9
and 13 Greendale Place.  Saturday, June
18, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Lots of great items.
No early birds please.

MOVING SALE – Blue/white striped
sleeper sofa w/matching loveseat &
chair (washable slipcovers), $150 (set);
6-drawer wooden desk, $60; wooden
rocking chair, $30.  301-486-1297

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE –
Kitchenware, housewares, clothes,
books, games, toys, sports equipment.
Saturday, June 18, 9-2, at 2 Lakeside
Dr. (Corner of Lakeside & Crescent),
Greenbelt.
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