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New Deal Café’s Precarious
Financial Situation Continues

by Dana Tompkins

The New Deal Café (NDC)
remains in a precarious finan-
cial situation despite the recent
contract renewal with the Green-
belt Consumer Cooperative (also
known as the Greenbelt Co-op
Supermarket and Pharmacy) to
continue as the NDC’s food and
beverage vendor. As reported in
the January 18 issue, the NDC
and Co-op Supermarket recently
agreed to a contract extension
through January 2025 after “mi-
nor but necessary changes to the
contract.” However, follow-up
discussions with members of the
NDC Board of Directors reveal
these contract changes still do not
meet the Café’s financial needs
and the arrangement is not sus-
tainable in the long term.

Current Revenue

Currently, the Café’s only reg-
ular source of revenue continues
to be the recently adopted four
percent fee added to food and
beverage sales (with profit from
food and beverages going to the
Co-op Supermarket). Accord-
ing to the NDC board, the fee
is necessary to help cover the
Café’s operational costs. Addi-
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The New Deal Café continues
to struggle financially.

tional financial sources include
donations, grants and fundraisers,
which, according to NDC Trea-
surer Dorian Winterfeld, have

See NEW DEAL, page 11

Council Appoints Amy Knesel

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

On January 24, during a spe-
cial meeting, Greenbelt City
Council voted to appoint Amy
Knesel to fill the open council
seat. Interviews with five can-
didates for the seat had been
held the night before. Knesel has
lived in Greenbelt since 2013
and been an active volunteer
in the community since then.
She spearheaded the Greenbelt
Pumpkin Festival from 2017 to
2022 and has served on various
boards, including Greenbelt Nurs-
ery School, Greenbelt Elementary,
Greenbelt Soccer Alliance and
the Labor Day Festival Com-
mittee. Her full statement to the
News Review is on page 6 of
the January 4 issue. Knesel joins
Councilmembers Kristen Weaver,
Jenni Pompi, Silke Pope and
Danielle McKinney in Greenbelt’s
first women-majority-led council.

Division over Process

During the special meeting
council voted to enter executive
closed session to discuss candi-
dates’ qualifications. “I’m not go-
ing to get into discussions about
people’s qualifications in an open
public session. I think that’s just
inappropriate,” said Mayor Em-

Plan to Move Dora Kennedy School
Surprises Principal, Community

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

On January 10, the Greenbelt
City Council held a worksession
with Prince George’s County
Public Schools (PGCPS) Super-
intendent Millard House II and
several members of his team (see
article on page 6 for more on the
worksession). That evening House
and his team shared news that
the county has a plan to move
Dora Kennedy French Immersion
(DKFI) school from Greenbelt
to Landover, use the old build-
ing as swing space for Springhill
Lake Elementary (SHL) and then
likely demolish it. At the end of
January, the DKFI school admin-
istration and families had still not

been consulted nor informed of
the plan. Reached by the News
Review on January 30, DKFI
Principal James Spence said the
plan for a move was “news” to
him. “No one has communicated
this to me,” said Spence.

Plans for Springhill Lake

Springhill Lake Elementary
School is in Phase Two of the
county’s Blueprint Schools Public
Private Partnership (P3) program
to receive a new school building
by 2028. According to PGCPS
enrollment data from Septem-
ber 30, 2023, the school has
757 students in a space with a
state-regulated design capacity
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Late Councilmember Ric Gordon and Mayor Emmett Jordan plant
trees at Dora Kennedy French Immersion School in Greenbelt to
celebrate Earth Day on April 22, 2023.

for 561 students, a building uti-
lization rate of 135 percent. The
old school building will be torn
down and a new, larger, two-story
school constructed on the same
site, with construction beginning
in 2026 and taking roughly two
years. Under the current plan, in
the time between demolition and
completion of a new building
SHL will move into the school
building currently serving DKFI.
(Housing schools temporarily in
a different location while they
await a new building is a regular
practice, referred to as a “swing

See DORA KENNEDY, page 6

What Goes On

Monday, February 5

7:30 p.m., Council Work-
session: Presentation(s) and
Input on Municipal Building/
Architecture Study Update,
Municipal Building
Wednesday, February 7
7:30 p.m., Council Workses-
sion: American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) Status Update,
Municipal Building

See the city ad on page 5
or the meetings calendar at
greenbeltmd.gov for more
information.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL HARTMAN

1 B 2

Jordan on January 24.

mett Jordan, at the start of the
meeting. “There could be some
liability issues,” he added. Weaver
noted there was not agreement
to move into a closed session
and said McKinney had a pro-
posal for the process that Weaver
said she’d like to hear. Jordan

Black History Month

New Exhibition
Quilting, Fashion

Amy Knesel is sworn in as councilmember by Mayor Emmett

responded saying he wanted to
make a motion to go into ex-
ecutive session. He asked Weaver,
who traditionally makes such mo-
tions, to make the motion and she
responded, “I would prefer not to
because I don’t think we should.”

See KNESEL, page 8

Brings Together
and Design Artists

by Nicole DeWald, Arts Supervisor
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Renee Anderson, Flowers for 2023

Greenbelters are invited to
attend an opening reception on
Sunday, February 4, 1 to 3 p.m.
for the new exhibition, PIECED:
Fiber Arts by Fashion Designer
Venus Stanton and the Uhuru
Quilters Guild at the Commu-
nity Center Art Gallery. PIECED
brings together the work of nine
artists of different generations
and aesthetics who use similar
construction techniques to achieve
diverse creative ends. Visitors
will be immersed in an envi-
ronment of vibrant color, bold
geometry and rich symbolism,
including the personal, cultural
and cosmic.

Stanton is represented in the
exhibition by a series of en-
sembles from their Midnight
Funk Association collection,
their senior thesis project at the
Maryland Institute College of
Art, which led to a prestigious
Windgate-Lamar Fellowship at
the Center for Craft. Grounded
in their perspective as a queer
Black Midwesterner, their work
reflects influences from 20th-
century Black musicians, car
shows, pulp-sci-fi movies, the
great migration, the scenery
of Lake Michigan and, most

See BLACK HISTORY, page 12



http://greenbeltmd.gov

Page 2

GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

Thursday, February 1, 2024

Letters to the Editor

Cookies on the Bridge

History: A Correction

The January 4, 2024, letter to
the editor by Betty Sonneveldt
credited RUAK as starting the
Cookies on the Bridge Project.
After double-checking my memo-
ry, it was confirmed that in 2010
Mowatt Methodist Church started
the project, after the experience
of students coming home over
the bridge had become unsavory
to say the least and all too often
scary and unsafe. Over the years,
Mowatt steadfastly recruited and
organized volunteers and worked
with other organizations to ensure
a welcoming, adult presence,
and of course delicious cookies.
In 2022, Ellen Knoll, the main
organizer with the church, passed
on the baton to RUAK before she
moved out of the area.

We owe a huge expression of
gratitude to Ellen, the many vol-
unteers and to Mowatt for their
12 years of sustained service to
the community and also a thank
you to RUAK for being willing
to continue with this invaluable

Thoughts on Red
Scare

It has been a while since |
thought about the ordeal that Abe
Chasanow and his family endured
at the hands of Sen. Joseph Mc-
Carthy and Roy Cohn. I’'m sure
there are generations of Greenbelt
residents who are completely un-
aware of that overzealous pursuit
of “Communists” that destroyed
many lives. I thank you for the
front-page article in the January
18 issue of the News Review that
recounts that debacle.

I was 10 in 1953. The Cha-
sanows were our neighbors in
11 Court of Ridge Rd. Their
children, Phyllis, Howard, Myrna
and Ruthie, were great friends
to many in Greenbelt. I can’t
imagine their distress over the
way their father was treated,
along with others. Thankfully,
the story had a happy ending,
but by then the damage to lives
was done. It is important that as
many people as possible know
about that shameful episode in
American history. I look forward

tradition. to the second installment of this
story in the News Review.
Robert H. Haslinger

Gaithersburg, Md.

Katrina Boverman
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On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

American Fiction

Cord Jefferson’s hilarious directorial debut confronts our culture’s
obsession with reducing people to outrageous stereotypes. Jeffrey
Wright stars as Monk, a frustrated novelist who is fed up with the
establishment profiting from “Black” entertainment that relies on
tired and offensive tropes. To prove his point, Monk uses a pen
name to write an outlandish “Black” book of his own, a book that
propels him to the heart of hypocrisy and the madness he claims
to disdain. Said critic Adam Graham of the Detroit News, “Wright,
so often a strong supporting player ... is magnetic in the lead role:
commanding, flawed, vulnerable, relatable. American Fiction is his
movie, and will likely (and deservedly) land him his first Oscar
nomination.”

Poor Things

From filmmaker Yorgos Lanthimos and producer Emma Stone
comes the incredible tale and fantastical evolution of Bella Baxter
(Stone), a young woman brought back to life by the brilliant and
unorthodox scientist Dr. Godwin Baxter (Willem Dafoe). Under
Baxter’s protection, Bella is eager to learn. Hungry for the worldli-
ness she is lacking, Bella runs off with Duncan Wedderburn (Mark
Ruffalo), a slick and debauched lawyer, on a whirlwind adventure
across the continents. Free from the prejudices of her times, Bella
grows steadfast in her purpose to stand for equality and liberation.
The film is nominated in numerous categories for this year’s Acad-
emy Awards.

Scotland, PA

A black comedy retelling of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, the film is
set against the backdrop of a fast food restaurant in the early 70s,
rural Pennsylvania. This classic tale of guilt and betrayal centers on
the McBeths, Joe “Mac” (James LeGros) and Pat (Maura Tierney)
who are stuck in their dead-end jobs at Duncan’s Restaurant. Pat
is getting restless and hatches a plan as Mac starts to see things
— three hippies (Andy Dick, Amy Smart and Timothy “Speed”
Levitch) to be exact.

Pillow Talk

Playboy songwriter Brad Allen’s (Rock Hudson) succession of
romances annoys his neighbor, interior designer Jan Morrow (Doris
Day), who shares a telephone party line with him and hears all his
breezy routines. After Jan unsuccessfully lodges a complaint against
him, Brad sets about trying to seduce her in the guise of a sincere
and upstanding Texas rancher. But when mutual friend Jonathan
(Tony Randall) discovers that his best friend is moving in on the

girl he desires, sparks fly.

Correction

In last week’s Red Scare
story, the name of Dr. Samuel
Berenberg was correctly stated
in the first half of the story
but an incorrect surname was
unintentionally given to him
and his wife after that.

LISTEN to the
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan
Washington Ear
301-681-6636

No special equipment needed
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CINEMA

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034
www.greenbeltcinema.org

Members Always $6.50!
Member kids are always FREE!

Adults $9, Kids $6,
Senior/Student/Military $8

All shows before 5 PM:
Adults $7, Kids $5

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service
- J

/ SHOWTIMES: \
FEBRUARY 2nd - 8th

American Fiction (R) (CC)
(DVS) (2023) (117 mins)
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium
Fri. 4:30 PM, 7:00 PM with
guest speaker
Sat. 8:15 PM
Sun. 2:30 PM (OC), 5:00 PM
Tues. 7115 PM
Thurs. 5:30 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sat. 5:15 PM
Mon. 2:30 PM, 5:00 PM
Wed. 7:15 PM
Thurs. 5:00 PM

Poor Things (R) (CC) (DVS)
(2023) (141 mins)
Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Sat. 5:00 PM
Mon. 3:30 PM (OC)
Wed. 7:00 PM
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Fri. 5:00 PM, 8:00 PM
Sat. 8:00 PM
Sun. 1:00 PM
Tues. 7:00 PM
Thurs. 7:45 PM

Scotland, PA (R) (CC) (DVS)
(2001) (104 mins)

In partnership with GAC and
Rude Mechanicals
Screen 2 - The Screening Room
Sun. 4:00 PM

Pillow Talk (NR) (1959)
(103 mins)
Free Cinema Classic!

Screen 1- Main Auditorium
Mon. 1:00 PM

PETE EePPeElT

DON'T BE SO HARD ON YOURSELF -
SOONER OR LATER WE ALL FORGET
TO E2RING OUR OWN BAES.

Letters Policy

Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not
guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300
words (shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and
space constraints. The News Review may add a comment
from the editor if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer's
name, physical address, and telephone number. -

Only the name will be published; the News *’{}@'
Review will consider requests for the name to
be withheld.

Greenbelt
News Review

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)
business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Presidents: Alfred M. Skolnik, 1959-1977, Elaine Skolnik, 1977-1985
Mary Lou Williamson, Editor
Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor
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Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, Amina Khalifa, Sue Krofchik, Michael Kusie,
Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, Marcie Lissauer, Linda Lucas, Marc Manheimer,
Charlene MacAdams, Cathie Meetre, Rahul Mehta, Mary Moien, Elaine Nakash, Diane
Oberg, Julie Rapp, Peter Reppert, Joe Robbins, Sandy Rodgers, Lois Rosado, lan
Blackwell Rogers, Richard Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, René Sewell-Raysor,
David Shapiro, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Susan Taylor, Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis,
Mary Lou Williamson, Jan Wolf, Renauta York, Ray Zammuto and Michael Zeliff.

CIRCULATION Circulation Coordinator: circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
HOA information at: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom
Jones, treasurer; Pat Scully, Carol Griffith and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:

- Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display ads (not camera ready).

- Monday 6 p.m. All letters to the editor (300 word limit).

- Tuesday 2 p.m. Articles/photos under 700 words, photographs not associated with a story.
- Tuesday 6 p.m. Classified ads and camera-ready display ads.
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\ Thurs. 8:00 PM /

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 - 8 p.m.
Office is currently closed to the public. Please phone or email.
GNR external office door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the
Community Center’s east door near the municipal building.
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Community Events

At the Library

Regular hours for the Green-
belt Library are 10 a.m. to 6
p.m., Mondays, Thursdays and
Fridays; noon to 8 p.m., Tuesdays
and Wednesdays; 10 a.m. to 5
p-m., Saturdays; and 1 to 5 p.m.,
Sundays. Face masks are recom-
mended for all customers over
the age of 2 at Prince George’s
County Memorial Library System
(PGCMLYS) buildings.

Storytimes

Friday, February 2, 11:15 a.m.,
ages 2 to 3. Register at pgemls.
info/event/9685483.

Monday, February 5, 10:15
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register
at pgemls.info/event/9685431.

Wednesday, February 7, 12:15
p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register at
pgemls.info/event/9685580.

Bibliobop Dance Party

Saturday, February 3, 10:30
a.m., ages newborn to 5. Bust a
move and shake the sillies out.
Bring parents or caregivers and
prepare to boogie and bop. Regis-
ter at pgemls.info/event/9862730.

Books at Bedtime

Wednesday, February 7, 6:30
p.m.., ages newborn to 3. Stories,
music and activities for children
with and without special needs.
Presented by the PGCPS Infants
and Toddlers Program for up to
12 community families. Register
at pgemls.info/event/9733693.

Winter Reading Challenge

The Washington Wizards and
PGCMLS have teamed up to get
Prince Georgians of all ages read-
ing this winter with the Wizards
Winter Reading Challenge. The
free event runs until March 31.

To help promote youth litera-
cy, the Wizards Winter Reading
Challenge provides participants
the ability to connect with their
library while encouraging them
to build a positive reading cul-
ture. The challenge can be joined
online through Beanstack, a soft-
ware platform and mobile app
that allows readers to easily re-
cord their reading minutes, track
their progress and stay motivated
to complete the challenge. For
more information, visit pgemls.
info/wizards.

Greenbelt Concert Band

Seeks New Members

The Greenbelt Concert Band
is back to rehearsals on Monday
evenings, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
Community Center, Room 201.
We welcome new members, es-
pecially trumpet, French horn and
tuba players.

There is also a Wind
Ensemble that meets from
1:45 to 3 p.m. on Tuesdays.
New members may join as
well. For more information,
visit greenbeltconcertband.
org or facebook.com/
greenbeltconcertband.

An Artful Afternoon
Sunday, February 4

Create a no-sew quilt block
wall art with Karen Arrington,
artist in residence, in the Com-
munity Center Ground Floor
East space. This opportunity is
offered in conjunction with a
new gallery exhibition on the first
floor — PIECED: Fiber Arts by
Fashion Designer Venus Stanton
and the Uhuru Quilters Guild of
Prince George's County — which
opens on Saturday. Sign up for
either the 1 to 2 p.m. slot or 2
to 3 p.m. slot, here: http://tinyurl.
com/ytv59kvz. Walk-ins will be
welcomed as space allows.

Art Exhibit Opens

Sunday at New Deal

Celebrate Black History Month
in Greenbelt. This year’s Black
History programs are dedicated
to the memory of Councilmember
Ric Gordon, a valued member of
the committee and beloved by
residents of Greenbelt. Stop by
the New Deal Café on Sunday,
February 4 from 1 to 3 p.m. for
the Black History Month Art
Exhibit. This exhibit showcases
the profound impact of Black
Americans on visual arts, music,
cultural movements and more. An
arts market, light refreshments
and a meet-and-greet with the
artists will be part of the experi-
ence.

To view or download the
Black History Month programs
guide, visit greenbeltmd.gov/
BHM.

Greenbelt Museum Free

Valentine Open House

On Sunday, February 4 from
1 to 5 p.m., come by for a quick
tour and a lighthearted look at
love in the 1940s and 1950s. See
vintage valentines, decorations,
funny ads, advice books, maga-
zines and more. This is a free
event: no need to pre-register and
tickets are not required. Visitors
of all ages are welcome. Attend-
ees will have the chance to make
a valentine card for a hospital-
ized kid with We Are Artistic, a
youth-led nonprofit. All materials
will be provided.

o9 PPe-

Arts Advisory Board

Meets Tuesday

The Greenbelt Arts Advisory
Board will meet on Tuesday,
February 6 at 7 p.m. on Zoom.
Discussion topics will include
planning an upcoming Arts Mix-
er. Greenbelt residents who may
be interested in joining the board
are encouraged to attend. For
more information and to obtain
the Zoom link, email alarsen@
greenbeltmd.gov.

Comwnunily-Divvan Shovyhilling

Greenbelt Access Television
Feb. 3, Sat - Feb. 9, Fri

Verizon FIOS Channel 19 * Comcast 77
(School Programming on Your Cable Guide)

Streaming on www.greenbeltaccesstv.org

THIS WEEK on GATe = Your Community Access Station
Featured Fim {9am, 3pm, and Bpm)
Reet, Petite, and Gone (1947)
In this musical comedy, a young bachelor must quickly find a woman to marry in onder
to appease his terminally ill father. Reet, Petite, and Gone features an all-Black cast, a
captivatingly charismastic Lovis Jordan, and exceptional song and dance numbers!

Nesw This Moeth
Claymation Shorts
Tune in to see what our talented Claymation students created this Fall!
(And stay tuned on Claymation Classes and Workshops coming soan!)

Al this and moee on the GATe channel this week! Check greenbeltaccesstvong for the full broadcast
schidule, and visit Greenbell Access Television an YouTube for new video productions,

Explore Black History
Saturday, February 24

Join the Greenbelt Reparations
Commission from 1 to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, February 24 for an
overview of Black history in up-
per Prince George’s County in
the 19th and early 20th centuries
and in Greenbelt from 1935 on.
The program will be held in the
Greenbelt Library Auditorium lo-
cated on the ground floor.

Speakers at the free program
will include Artura Jackson,
historian for the Black History
Program of Maryland-Nation-
al Capital Park and Planning
Commission, and Megan Searing
Young, director of the Greenbelt
Museum. Members of the Green-
belt Reparations Commission
will provide a brief update on
their work. Registration is not
required. Email Mark Wilson at
markwilsonimpact@gmail.com
with any questions.

Library Celebrates
Black History Month

On Thursday, February 15 at
4:30 p.m., the Greenbelt Library
will offer The Blues: Lyrics of a
Life Well Lived, presented by the
Archie Edwards Blues Heritage
Foundation. Jael “Ya Ya” Pat-
terson and Miles Spicer will lead
a discussion and musical pre-
sentation exploring songwriting
and the stories and social issues
behind blues songs.

Help Those in Need
with PORCH

Donations of nonperishables
and hygiene products go to the
St. Hugh’s Food Pantry.

February schedule

Sunday, February 11 — by 11
a.m. for 1 to 8 Courts Ridge and
Crescent Roads

Saturday, February 17 — by 10
a.m. for 14 and 15 Courts Laurel
Hill Road

Sunday, February 25 — by 4
p-m. for 9 and 12 Courts Ridge
Road, 11 and 13 Courts Ridge
Road and Boxwood Village; by
5 p.m. for Lakeside Drive.

Contact spreadruak@gmail.
com for more information.

Buried Treasure s
» in March
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Hannah Baker, Josh Amin and
Kira Wilkinson prepare for the
2024 youth musical.

Rehearsals for the 2024
Greenbelt Youth Musical are un-
derway. Tickets are going on sale
on Tuesday, February 6 for per-
formances on March 2, 3 and 9.

Survey WantstoHelp Us

Get Where We're Going

The Neighborhood Design
Center is preparing a Strategic
Wayfinding Plan for the City
of Greenbelt and needs your
input. They ask members of the
community to respond to their
surveys by February 19 to iden-
tify gaps or needs. Links to the
survey and the interactive map
are available in the News section
of the city website (greenbeltmd.
gov).

The wayfinding plan is funded
by the Prince George’s County
Planning Department’s Planning
Assistance to Municipalities and
Communities (PAMC) Program.
The survey is brief. It seeks to
identify wayfinding signage gaps
or needs in the City of Greenbelt
on an interactive map.

Wayfinding can encompass
various elements, including sig-
nage, maps, landmarks and other
cues that help individuals under-
stand their location, the direction
they need to go and how to reach
their intended destination. The
Greenbelt Strategic Wayfinding
Plan will facilitate pedestrian,
automobile, bicycle or transit
travel to key sites by providing
clear directions along safe and
convenient routes.

Star Party Saturday

The Astronomical Society of
Greenbelt will host a star party,
free and open to the public, on
Saturday, February 3 at the City
Observatory located at Northway
Fields. Attendees can expect to
see Jupiter and deep sky objects
such as galaxies, nebulae and star
clusters currently high in the sky,
viewed through the observatory
telescope and astronomical cam-
era. All are welcome and there
is no charge. Visitors are encour-
aged to bring their own tele-
scopes to set up on the hilltop.

Observing will begin at 6:30
p-m. and continue for two hours.
Attendees are asked to park in
the ballfield lot, not up on the
hill, unless bringing a telescope.
The star party will be canceled
without notice if it is hopelessly
cloudy.

Greenbelt Business

Conference February7

On Wednesday, February 7
from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., Green-
belt will offer its first business
conference of the year. The
program will feature the Prince
George’s Economic Development
Corporation (PGEDC) at Martin’s
Crosswinds titled Moving For-
ward. It will feature insights on
the latest resources, trends and
vision for economic growth and
development in Prince George’s
County and the community. The
keynote speaker will be David
Tannucci, president and CEO of
PGEDC. Other presenters include
Larry Hentz, Alexis Allen-Shorter,
Mayank Kapur, Alicia Moran and
Kimberlee Andrews. A continental
breakfast is included.

GREA Meeting Tuesday
The Greenbelt Racial Equity
Alliance (GREA) holds its next
meeting on Tuesday, February 6
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on Zoom.
Agenda items include a review
of GREA’s activities in 2023
and planning for new directions
in 2024. For a link to the
meeting, visit the GREA website,
greenbeltracialequity.org/events.

#4This Week at the New Deal Café?$

SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show!
NE}V DEAL
5 ",
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Greenbel, M1

113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD

WINTER HOURS: Mon/Wed/Th 8am-9pm; Tues 8am-9:30pm; Friday/Saturday 8am — 10pm;
Sunday 9am - 9pm, UNLESS NOTED.
TH 2/01 FRI 2/02 SAT 2/03 SUN 2/04
FRENCH CONVERSATION
; . ’ ART RECEPTION, 1-3
7300 - o3 vISIT Little Red and the | Tpic’ Could Go Boom!
Wolf’s Blues Show | NEWDEALCAFE.COM Renegades . )
L & FOR UPDATE NEW TIME: 7-10pm 5:30-8pm
Selt;;(lﬂbjam Come get your Martis Gras NDg monthly Shoc‘j'vca-se .
90~ m
Monthly qu%s jam on with the NDC fav! underrepresented artists.
MON 2/05 TUES 2/06 WED 2/07 TH 2/08 SPECIALS!
FRENCH CONVERSATION,
Monday S.A.W. Open The Campfire 5:30p - 6:30pm HAPPY HOUR
Mauveness Mic Sessions VISIT 4-7pm
Karaoke 6-9:30pm 7-9pm NEWDEALCAFE.cOM | *1OFF “V\;FI\AI\ED WINE
HOST: MIKE BENNETT SIGN-UPS AT 6PM A monthly FOR UPDATE WEDNESDAY
6-9pm Featured artist plays | “listening room” w/ $1 OFF PER GLASS
SING OUT! 8-8:30pm local artists $5 OFF A BOTTLE

Join or renew your membership. Go to www.newdealcafe.com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.”

*For more information on these and other events, visit the NDC CALENDAR page on our website.
FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

A
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mailto:alarsen@greenbeltmd.gov
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mailto:markwilsonimpact@gmail.com
http://greenbeltracialequity.org/events
http://tinyurl.com/ytv59kvz
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mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
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Obituaries

Dennis Dill

PHOTO COURTESY FELLOWS, HELFENBEIN &

NEWNAM FUNERAL HOME

Dennis Dill

Dennis Kevan Dill, 64, of Ste-
vensville, Md., died at his home
on January 26, 2024, from the
effects of Alzheimer’s.

Dennis was born in Greenbelt
on November 16, 1959, the son
of Floyd and Gladys Dill.

He attended both Greenbelt
Elementary and Mary Bethune
Elementary, and graduated from
Parkdale High School. In 1977,
Dennis joined the United States
Navy, where he was stationed in
Hawaii and served for four years.
After his enlistment was up, he
began working for the Prince
George’s County School Sys-

Obituaries

The News Review pub-
lishes obituaries of Green-
belt residents, past or pres-
ent.

You write it or we will
if you prefer. We try to
include information about
participation in various ac-
tivities and organizations,
where the person lived and
something about the fam-
ily. A photograph and ser-
vice information should
be included. There is no
charge.

- x
OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:
CCG1985+owneregroups.io

Greenbelt
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Christ-centered
Biblical

& Reformed

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30am
Sunday School 9:15am

Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00pm

101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt, MD
www, greenbeltbaptist.org

tem in the maintenance division,
eventually working his way up
to supervisor and HVAC techni-
cian. He retired on July 1, 2012,
and during his retirement kept
busy working a part-time job at
Food Lion. He was very fond of
being on the water and owned a
26’ Sea Swirl Fishing Boat. He
received many trophies in fishing
tournaments.

Dennis is survived by his wife
Helena, his brothers-in-law Sean
and Richard, and extended family
on the West Coast.

A viewing will be held on
Thursday, February 1 from 2 to
3:30 p.m., with a funeral begin-
ning at 3:30 p.m., at the Fellows,
Helfenbein and Newnam Funeral
Home located at 106 Shamrock
Road, Chester, Md. Interment will
be private.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests making a memorial do-
nation to the American Alzheim-
er’s Association.

To send flowers or a memorial
gift to the family of Dennis Ke-
van Dill, visit the funeral home’s
Sympathy Store (fhnfuneralhome.
com/obituaries/Dennis-Dill/#!/
TributeWall).

VAVIVENAVIVIVIVIVY)

A six-dollar Valentine
Can never go wrong
Canoodle your sweetheart
In Poem and Song

18 words = Sweetie Size $6

See page 9 to get yours!

Municipal Building

Approach to Replacement
To Be Reviewed Monday

by Diane Oberg

On Monday, February 5 at
7:30 p.m. the Greenbelt City
Council will hold a workses-
sion to hear a presentation and
comments from residents David
Whaples and Advisory Planning
Board (APB) member Isabelle
Gournay about a future Munici-
pal Building. The discussion at
this meeting could change the
approach the city takes toward
meeting its pressing space needs.

City staff and council have
been working toward replacing
the current building to meet the
increased space needs of city
government.

Whaples and Gournay, both
architects, gave a presentation, A
City Hall for 21st Century Green-
belt, to APB, which in its Report
No. 2024-01 recommended that
the city establish a “public pro-
cess to determine the scope and
location of the potential munici-
pal meeting, facilitate community
input and incorporate the plan-
ning process to date.” The Febru-
ary 5 meeting was scheduled in
response to that report.

In their presentation, Gournay
and Whaples called for a “holistic
and mindful process to select the
location and define the design
[of] Greenbelt’s city hall.” They
proposed a process for site se-
lection, a preferred location and
proposed details and key priori-
ties for a new Council Chamber.
After studying several sites, they
proposed locating the new build-
ing in the vacant area behind
the Mother and Child Statue in

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
Find us on ] facebook.com/mowattumc

¢

301-474-9410
Pastor Evelyn Romero
Worship Service, Sunday 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.

Celebrate hope with us

&

St. John's Episcopal Church

11040 Baltimore Avenue, Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

Welcomes you each Sunday for
Worship & Sunday School
at 10:00 a.m.

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE &
CATHOLIC CHURCH

« Daily Mass: Mon-Fn 7:15am®, Sar %am®
= Sunday Mas:
o Sat vigil 5pm*
o Samy Sam, % 3kam, 1 lam
= Confessions Saturday 3pm - dpm.
Maks for the unvaccinared encouraped.

CELEBRATE WITH USs

‘f35 Cresc'l!ntﬂd e
VAN

bleorg

Jom/GC&JCCMD

[fcommunit u.;qh org,
EoN s ek 7

*Live
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o
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Roosevelt Center.

City Manager Josué¢ Salmerdn,
who attended the presentation,
supported the APB recommenda-
tion saying that the presentation
raised the question of what the
city’s vision for a new municipal
building is and whether the cur-
rent plan to replace and rebuild
the municipal building aligns
with the city’s vision for mu-
nicipal services and community
integration.

Our condolences to the fam-

ily and friends of Dennis Kevan
Dill. He spent his early years
in Greenbelt and served in the
U.S. Navy. He enjoyed being on
the water and won many fishing
tournaments.

Send details of your news to
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

A
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New AKA Chapter President
Serves Greenbelt and Beyond

by Darlene Spears-Reed

The Psi Epsilon Omega (PEO)
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc.® (AKA) has new
leadership. President Karen S.
Hicks takes the helm of the more
than 600-member organization
that serves the communities of
Laurel, Bowie and Greenbelt.

Hicks’ 40 years of experience
include finance, leadership and
management. Prior to her instal-
lation, Hicks held over 10 lead-
ership positions in the sorority,
including vice president, treasurer

and membership chairman. “My
%/”\\r - .ff‘\\*.- ﬂ{-f‘“\'-

..-"\.z'\l

T

administration will provide a sup-
portive, inclusive and sisterly en-
vironment for Psi Epsilon Omega
members while maintaining our
commitment to E.L.LE.V.A.T.E.
programs that will strengthen our
community.” said Hicks. “My
E.L.LE.V.A.T.E platform stands
for Empower and Leverage Every
Valuable Asset to Enhance PEO.”
AKA, which was founded in
1908 at Howard University, is
the first intercollegiate historically
African American sorority.

!’/‘\ . x* ] -"‘}f"\r

“If thine eyes be turned towards mercy, forsake the things that
profit thee, and cleave unto that which will profit mankind.”

—Baha’u

’llah

Greenbelt Baha’i Community

www.greenbeltbahais.org

The Bible Says...

But seek first God's kingdom and
God's righteousness,

and all these things will be added to you.
Matthew 6:33

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

MCFcc.org

(66 Ridge Rd.)

Friday evening services at 8:00pm

Mishkan Torah Congregation

~_ 10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family

Saturday morning services at 10:00am

Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities

For further information, call (301) 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

in the 21st century.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church

3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi
Phone: 301-937-3666

@ Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

www.pbuuc.org

&

February 4, 2024, at 3:00 pm
The Work of Love (Mission Discernment Part 4)
Rev. Ann Kadlecek with Worship Associate Anne Hoover

What does it mean to be part of a faith tradition with love at the center? What is
the work of love? In this service, we’ll explore this question, informed by both the
Eighth Principle and the revised Article II.

Streaming to our Facebook page, on Zoom and in person at 3:00 at:
University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD
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City Information & Events

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR

Be sure to check out
the City calendar for bbb
all up to date events at
greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

MEETINGS FOR FEBRUARY 5 -9
Monday, February 5 at 7:10 pm, ADVISORY BOARD INTERVIEW

Monday, February 5 at 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION - CITIZEN
PRESENTATION(S) AND INPUT REGARDING MUNICIPAL
BUILDING / MUNICIPAL BUILDING ARCHITECT STUDY UPDATE

Tuesday, February 6 at 7 pm, PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY
COMMITTEE, On the Agenda: Review Updated General Orders

Tuesday, February 6 at 7 pm, ARTS ADVISORY BOARD, On the
Agenda: Approval of January Minutes, Public Art Funds Report, ABB
Budget Request, Arts Mixer

Wednesday, February 7 at 7:10 pm, ADVISORY BOARD INTERVIEW

Wednesday, February 7 at 7:30 pm, WORK SESSION - AMERICAN
RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) STATUS UPDATE

Thursday, February 8 at 7 pm, COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY
BOARD

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-
8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject
to change. For confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-
8000. For information on public participation for the meetings above,
visit the meetings calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

GREENBELT BUSINESS CONFERENCE
February 7, from 8:30 to 10:30 am
Martin’s Crosswinds, 7400 Greenway Center, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Moving Forward with Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation
(PGEDC): Please join the City of Greenbelt at our business conference featuring
PGEDC! We will gain insight from the latest resources, trends, and vision for
economic growth and development in Prince George’s County and our community.
Take advantage of this opportunity to connect with business leaders and hear
from the leading experts in economic development in Prince George’s County!
Continental breakfast is included.

RSVP with Kevin Simpson at (240) 542-2044 or ksimpson@greenbeltmd.gov.

UPCOMING ARTS PROGRAMS

HELP CREATE PUBLIC ART! - FEBRUARY 10, FEBRUARY 17, & MARCH 2
Free workshops: 2/10, 2/17 and 3/2. Ages 14 to adult. Details and registration
(required) at https:/bit.ly/3TSnycR.

ARTFUL AFTERNOON WORKSHOP - FEBRUARY 4

Create no-sew quilt block wall art with artist Karen Arrington. All ages. FREE.
Sunday, February 4, 1-3pm. Greenbelt Community Center Ground Floor East.
Details and sign-up: https:/bit.ly/3RH2cgP.

Spotlighting African American Contributions to the Arts

Celebrate Black History Month in Greenbelt. This year’s Black History programs are dedicated to the memory of
, a valued member of our committee and beloved City Council Member.

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Greenbelt Recreation and the Black History & Culture Committee invite
you to celebrate Black History Month in Greenbelt. For more information on

events in February, please visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation.

2/4 - Joint Exhibition Opening and Artful Afternoon Workshop
Reception & Artist Market: 1-3 pm, New Deal Cafe. Mixed media group show.
Reception & Workshop: 1-3 pm, Community Center. Fiber arts by fashion
designer Venus Stanton and the Uhuru Quilters Guild.

2/10 - Kaiser Permanente Free Health Screenings. 11 am - 4 pm, Beltway
Plaza Parking Lot

2/10 - Collage Art at the SPACE. 12 - 3 pm, The SPACE, Beltway Plaza
2/14 - FREED Female Re-Enactors of Distinction. 11 am, Community Center.
2/18 - Black History Month Cultural Program. 2 pm, Community Center.

2/19 - Reel & Meal Presents the Film “Invented Before You Were Born.”
7 pm, New Deal Cafe.

2/24 - Greenbelt Reparations Commission Presents: Exploring Black
History in Prince George’s & Greenbelt. 1 - 3 pm, Greenbelt Public Library
Auditorium.

8

GHEENII-EI.T

Greenbelt Black History
& Culture Committee

blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com

+ Mness + friencship

GREENBELT WAYFINDING SURVEY

The Neighborhood Design Center (NDC) is preparing a Greenbelt Strategic
Wayfinding Plan for the City of Greenbelt funded by the Prince George’s County
Planning Department’s Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities
(PAMC) Program, and we are looking for input from the community. Community
members are encouraged to take this brief survey, and to identify wayfinding
signage gaps or needs in the City of Greenbelt on this interactive map.

Wayfinding can encompass various elements, including signage, maps, landmarks,
and other cues that help individuals understand their location, the direction they
need to go, and how to reach their intended destination. The Greenbelt Strategic
Wayfinding Plan will facilitate pedestrian, automobile,
bicycle, or transit travel to key sites by providing clear
directions along safe and convenient routes.

If you have any questions regarding the survey or
interactive map, please email Anusree.Nair@ppd.
mncppc.org.

Thank you for your participation!

FREE PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION

UPCOMING PRODUCE DISTRIBUTIONS
FEBRUARY 15, MARCH 21, & APRIL 18
TWO LOCATIONS

Community Center Ground Floor East: 1 pm, while supplies last. Open to
all Greenbelt residents. Must have a registration card via Brendy Garcia at
(240) 424-0302 or bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

Springhill Lake Recreation Center: 3 - 4:15 pm, registration required. For
Greenbelt West residents only. Register via email bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION

Volunteers are needed every third Thursday of the month at the Spring Hill
Lake Recreation Center & the Greenbelt Community Center. Volunteers will
assist with setting up tables, sorting and organizing fresh fruits and vegetables,
and distributing them to families in need.

Springhill Lake Recreation Center Volunteers - For information, contact
Katherine Farzin (240) 524-2019.
To register, please use the link: https:/forms.gle/AgNxCARjwioCntWf9.

Greenbelt Community Center Volunteers - For more information, contact
Flora Li (301) 412-2480.

COMPOSTING PILOT PROGRAM
For 18 months, your food scraps can be collected for free to reduce food
waste and return valuable compost to Greenbelt.

The Compost Crew will pick up your food scraps weekly and deliver them to their
Compost Outpost at Trinity Church on Good Luck Road. Quality compost will be
returned to Greenbelt for use as a soil amendment to improve Greenbelt gardens
and public space lands. Composting will reduce food waste going to the landfill and
lower greenhouse gas emissions coming from the landfill. Compost Crew, the City
of Greenbelt, and Trinity Assembly of God worked together to obtain the funding for
the pilot through a grant from the USDA.

. Open to all Greenbelt residents E Bog ;-m.‘qm
«  Join with close-by neighbors to help fill a 7 gallon -'f;f‘ '.tf -ﬁj_
tote for weekly pickup -

. Purchase a collection tote for a one-time cost of

$20

. Residents who are seniors, have fixed or low Py l:f_m :Ei{ E
income, or have a disability are encouraged to E
participate 'Jr. ﬂu L &'l.‘ =

Register with Compost Crew at https://compostcrew.com/greenbelt/ or by using the
the QR code.

Questions? Email: Irobles@greenbeltmd.gov.

TRINITY

good lo grow

CURRENT CARES PROGRAMS

CARES is happy to provide the following programs FREE of charge this fall:
Emergency Diaper Program, Family and Unpaid Caregiver Resource Fair,
Alzheimer’s Awareness Month Webinar Series, Coffee & Conversations, two Free
Produce Distribution events, Mental Health and Suicide Prevention in Older Adults
webinar, Staying Strong webinar, and more.

For descriptions and information, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/CARESprograms.

ONLINE CARES SEMINARS FOR AGING RESIDENTS

Thursday, February 8, 7 - 8 pm - Spiritual Care. Join us for an open discussion
on Spiritual Care of People with Dementia, including information on specially
adapted services we offer in collaboration with many denominations and houses of
worship in our area.

Register: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3890428816695823960
or call (240) 424-0302.

QUARTERLY CITY CONNECTER Ty (u H H ECTER

The City Connecter has been a publication of the
ATNRIET CRESON 0% |CATEN To0 P W ABGRRETINS

City of Greenbelt since 2008. City Departments
are solicited for each issue in order to provide a
well-rounded newsletter. Each newsletter includes
information about City services, events, and other
governmental services.

Check out the latest edition of the Greenbelt City
Connecter today! #StayConnected

Visit https://ow.ly/h76 W50QvXhW.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS
VACANCIES
VOLUNTEER TODAY!

Volunteering for City of Greenbelt
Committees & Boards is an
excellent opportunity to engage
with your community and make a
difference. Choose from a number
of committees & boards such as
the Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee, the Youth Advisory
Committee, or the Advisory
Committee on Education, Arts
Advisory Board, Board of Elections,
Community Relations Advisory
Board, Employee Relations
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory
Committee on Environmental
Sustainability, or the Park and
Recreation Advisory Board and
make a difference in Greenbelt!

By dedicating your time and
expertise, you will help shape the
future of Greenbelt and create a
community that values the voices
of all its residents. Take the first
step towards making a positive
impact and apply for one of these
committee vacancies today!

Call (301) 474-8000.

GREENBELT SAVE OUR
SENIORS GRANT PROGRAM
Are you homebound and
need help with personal
care?

The Greenbelt Assistance in Living
Program, in partnership with Pickett
Fences Senior Services, has been
awarded a grant to provide temporary
home health support, bathroom
safety assessment, and equipment to
residents 60+ or 50+ with a disability,
who reside within incorporated
Greenbelt. During this time staff will
work to identify and link residents with
long-term support programs.

Benefits:
* RN Assessment
» Bathroom Safety Assessment
and Equipment
* Home Health Visits

Limited spots are available!

Please email Trinity Cephas, GAIL
Student Intern, for more information
at tcephas@greenbeltmd.gov or call
the Bilingual Health Caseworker,
Brendy Garcia, at (240) 424-0302 or
bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

BRING YOUR OWN BAG

ORDINANCE

Effective January 1, 2024, the City
of Greenbelt’s Bring Your Own
Bag bill aims to reduce single-use
plastic bag waste and litter in our
local waterways and tributary
system.

The Bring Your Own Bag bill will
prohibit a retail establishment from
providing a plastic carryout bag

to shoppers and can charge at
least 10 cents for each paper bag
provided to a customer at the point
of sale.

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/BYOBag.
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School News

Schools Worksession Reveals
Local Upsides and Downsides

by Cathie Meetre

Superintendent Millard House II

The Greenbelt City Council’s
January 10 worksession with
Prince George’s County Schools
opened with the Superintendent
of Schools Millard House II, ap-
pointed in July 2023, speaking of
priorities for the county’s schools.
He noted that teaching, learning,
meaningful family engagement
and safety and security were all
high on the list and he spoke of
the five recent countywide Town
Hall sessions which had reached
some 20,000 participants. He
also mentioned that since his ap-
pointment, he has visited over 60
of the 200 schools in the county.

Staffing

Characterizing staffing as
“difficult”, House is prioritizing
the recruitment and retention of
teachers, including a program of
“growing their own” by support-
ing nontraditional aspirants and
assisting with teacher education.

In response to questions from
Mayor Emmett Jordan, House
spoke also of the difficulties in
recruiting and training bus drivers
and crossing guards. He noted
that the positions exist but that
despite increased pay, recruit-
ment still lags. In response to a
question from Councilmember
Kristen Weaver, House described
an ongoing survey to examine
why bus drivers were leaving and
to establish what strategies would
aid retention.

Demographics Are Shifting

He also spoke of the changing
demographics of student enroll-
ment, with Latinx students now
at 40 percent, up from a neg-
ligible fraction a few decades
ago. The county population as a
whole remains majority African
American. There is also a migra-
tion from the south of the county
toward the north, leading to un-
derutilized facilities in one area
and overcrowding in the north,
including Greenbelt.

Transportation

Jordan brought up a number
of concerns about buses, and
Councilmember Jenni Pompi,
who has children in school and
previously ran for the school
board, said that the bus situation
has improved from the chaotic
state of last September but was
still not entirely reliable. House
agreed with her assessment, say-
ing they are still short “a couple
of hundred drivers.”

County Schools Chief Operat-
ing Officer Charoscar Coleman
described the ongoing audit of
transportation as involving all
concerned, including drivers,

PHOTO COURTESY PGCPS

bus lot personnel, students and
parents. House also pointed out
that the 16 different starting times
among county schools complicate
scheduling. Coleman warned that
the transportation system had to
find efficiencies, even if it “upset
the applecart.”
Enrollment/Capacity

Jordan emphasized that Green-
belt students had the expecta-
tion of attending school in the
city (or, as a choice, special-
ized schools elsewhere) but that
Springhill Lake Elementary and
Eleanor Roosevelt High School
(ERHS) were both overcrowded,
each with large numbers of per-
manent temporary classrooms.
He pointed out that the relatively
new Greenbelt Middle School
building was already at capacity.

Schools Director of Capital
Programs Shawn Matlock de-
scribed the three-phase compre-
hensive plan developed in 2017
with Springhill Lake Elemen-
tary now next in line for a build-
ing. The plan is to tear down
Springhill Lake and construct
a larger school in that location.
To accomplish that, the school
will temporarily move into the
current Dora Kennedy French
Immersion School (the former
Greenbelt Middle School), he
announced. Dora Kennedy will
simultaneously move to the cur-
rently empty Kenmoor school
building in Landover, a move
anticipated to be permanent (see
article on page 1).

ERHS Status

Matlock stated that as a
Phase-3 school (a public-pri-
vate partnership for building new
schools), ERHS will not be a
priority for some years. He al-
luded, however, to a proposed re-
assessment of the phased plan to
ensure that it is still on track in
terms of changing student popu-
lations. This reassessment could
influence that timeline.

Overall, the plan is to con-
solidate smaller schools to reduce
the number of bus routes and
provide other efficiencies. They
are trying to build new schools
that are bigger, more efficient and
more resilient, for example, using
geothermal and solar for energy.
In answer to Councilmember
Rodney Roberts’ concern about
abandoning fine older buildings
(e.g. Greenbelt Community Cen-
ter, formerly Center Elementary),
Matlock assured him that they
plan to rehabilitate some pre-
1960s schools that have “good

See WORKSESSION, page 7

DORA KENNEDY continued from page 1

space.”) A swing space at the
current DKFI location holds the
advantage of being walkable
for many SHL students and the
school has a large walking popu-
lation.

Another Old Building for DKFI

“To me it’s really a revelation
to hear this proposal about mov-
ing Dora Kennedy,” said Mayor
Emmett Jordan.

DKFI is a K-8 specialty
school that serves students from
across the north of the county
and the majority of students al-
ready take buses to and from
school. “What we’re offering
them is a school that is even
more modern,” explained Shawn
Matlock, director of the Office
of Alternative Infrastructure and
Planning and Development for
PGCPS and the director of the
P3 program.

According to the most recent
PGCPS enrollment data, DKFI
has 680 students. No design ca-
pacity for their current building
is recorded. The new home pro-
posed for DKFI is the building
vacated by Kenmoor Middle
School, a school that received
a new building in 2023. The
building initially opened in 1973
as Kenmoor Junior High. It is
currently housing Templeton EI-
ementary School as their swing
space as they wait for a new
school building under Blueprint
Schools Phase 2.

At the January 25 DKFI Par-
ent Teacher Association (PTA)
meeting, PTA officers shared that
the school had been moved fur-
ther down the list of those wait-
ing for a new building. They had
not been informed of any plans
to move the school to another old
building in two years’ time.

Kateri Baker, a Greenbelt resi-
dent with three children at DKFI,
had also not heard of plans to
move the school. For Baker, who
grew up in Greenbelt, the move
might feel like things coming
full circle, though. The Kenmoor
school, then the closest TAG pro-
gram, was where she was bussed
for middle school. (At the time
Greenbelt Middle was located
where her children currently go
to DKFI.) However, “it wasn’t a
new school 30 years ago,” noted
Baker.

DKFI moved into their cur-
rent location when it had been
deemed unfit for Greenbelt Mid-
dle School. They had a new
school constructed adjacent to
the old one, which they expected
to be torn down. DKFI has since
lived with a host of infrastructure
problems in the old building. The
move to Kenmoor would again
see them placed in an old build-
ing vacated by another school
that received a new building.

No Major Updates for
the DKFI Building

Councilmember Jenni Pompi
noted that there have been prob-
lems in the past in the county
with swing spaces not being
communicated or communicated
too late. She urged the PGCPS
administration to talk with DKFI
families as soon as they can.
She also expressed concerns that
DKFI’s building has many in-
frastructure problems including
classrooms without heat, without
air-conditioning and water foun-
tains that don’t work. DKFI cur-
rently has all its water fountains

PHOTO BY ANNA BEDFORD-DILLOW

Dora Kennedy French Immersion School is located in the build-
ing that was originally Greenbelt High School and later became
Greenbelt Middle School.

turned off due to lead levels and
only a single bottle-filling station
in operation. Pompi asked that
the infrastructure problems be
addressed before moving SHL
students into the building. “They
need to be in a good, safe space
for those two years,” she said.

“You have to understand
something and I want to be
clear,” said Matlock. “We’re not
going to do a whole lot to the
old Greenbelt Middle School, to
Dora Kennedy. And the reason
is we don’t have a lot of the
resources,” stated Matlock. “As
soon as those students are out
of that building, we’re probably
going to demolish that building,”
he said.

“You can’t tear down our
old high school!” interjected an
alarmed Councilmember Rodney
Roberts.

“I just want to say, I think
children having working heat
and air-conditioning and water
— I don’t think those should be
considered major renovations.
I think ... that’s the bare mini-
mum that we should be giving
our students to be in a habitable
school,” said Pompi. “I really do
hope that those updates will be
made before you swing any kids
into there.”

Concern for Historic Building

“The original Greenbelt high
school is a historic building in
Greenbelt and I personally don’t
want you even thinking about
tearing it down,” said Roberts,
who noted it was original to the
city. Roberts also suggested it
was a folly to tear down schools
when they keep finding them-
selves in need of more school
buildings (which is how DKFI
found itself in the building that
was previously planned for de-

molition). “I personally am not
a preservationist,” said Matlock,
who argued that there are schools
that currently have children in
them that need new HVAC and
infrastructure.

Roberts pointed to the renova-
tion and restoration of Greenbelt’s
Community Center, the original
Center School as examples of
successful historic preservation.

This author currently has
two children attending DKFI in
Greenbelt.

A Historic Greenbelt
School Building

The old Greenbelt school
building is located at 8950
Edmonston Road, with part of
its large white exterior facing
Greenbelt Road. It opened in
1938 as the original Greenbelt
high school. In 1951 it became
Greenbelt Junior High School
and in 1955 it was desegre-
gated.

In 1981 the Junior High be-
came Greenbelt Middle School,
serving seventh and eighth
grades, with ninth grade stu-
dents sent to Eleanor Roosevelt
High School. (Middle schools
in PGCPS have since incor-
porated sixth grade, too). In
2012, a new school building,
behind the original and sharing
the same sports fields was built
to replace it. Though previous-
ly slated for demolition, two
years later, in 2014, the Robert
Goddard French Immersion
School, in need of a home,
moved into the old building. In
2015 the school was renamed
Dora Kennedy French Immer-
sion to honor educator Dora
Kennedy.

Friends of New Deal Cafe Arts
Seeks New Members

see you there.

Would you like to be part of an
organization that supports the
arts in Greenbelt? Friends of
New Deal Cafe Arts -FONDCA-
is looking for new volunteers
for the Board of Directors. If
interested, please attend our
quarterly meeting on Sunday,
February 18,2024 from 4-5pm
at New Deal Cafe. We hope to

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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WORKSESSION continued from page 6

bones” but that those built in
the 60s and 70s will mostly be
demolished.

Safety and Security

Schools Chief Accountabil-
ity Officer Douglas Strader de-
scribed the measures being taken
to increase security. Metal de-
tectors are now in place in all
county high schools and will
be extended systematically to
earlier grades. Transparent back-
packs are the rule in high schools
and all high schools also have
school resources officers. Schools
are assessed in terms of access,
balancing ease of escape in an
emergency against unauthorized
entry. Safety exit doors increas-
ingly have alarms to prevent
them being blocked or opened by
students leaving school without
permission.

Truancy/Absenteeism

Jordan and, from online, for-
mer councilmember and teacher
Judith Davis both spoke of the
significant number of ERHS stu-
dents (ironically, easily identified
by their transparent backpacks)
who leave the school after ar-
rival and hang out in local apart-
ment hallways or playgrounds
(sometimes smoking marijuana),
returning to school just in time
to catch their bus home. Strader
said the schools were aware of
the problem, which has worsened
since the pandemic.

Strader described the state
definitions relating to truancy,
which combines excused and
unexcused absences together as
chronic absenteeism. The county’s
current measure is 40 percent,
meaning an average of four out
of every 10 students miss at least
72 days of school per year. Cole-
man agreed that this figure is
higher in secondary schools and
lower in elementaries. He also
noted that it is seasonal: higher
after vacations and at the end of
the school year. Overall, Prince
George’s County Schools’ atten-
dance stands at just over 90 per-
cent, meaning that on any given
day, an average of 90.3 percent
of students are in school.

Career and Technical
Education (CTE)

Roberts whimsically pointed
out that if schools could offer
something that the students ac-
tually wanted to learn, they’d
be more likely go to school.
House seized on this remark to
describe the county’s initiative
in CTE. Crossland High School
was recently labelled a CTE hub,
where students can engage with
a number of career techs, said
House. It’s something they’re
planning to increase in the north

ANACOSTIA TRAILS
HERITAGE AREA, INC.

Explore the History, Culture, Arts and
Mature of Prince George's County!

Curated routes and trail maps:
anacostiatrails.org

of the county, particularly with
the new Phase 3 schools. House
noted that schools had focused
too much on the college track,
perhaps in the attempt to address
social inequities by stressing
academics over practical skills,
and that adjustment was needed.
Councilmembers waxed enthusi-
astic about their personal experi-
ences of “shop” and Jordan noted
he still has the ashtray he made
back then.
School Boundaries

Council was reassured by
House that there were current-
ly no major shifts anticipated.
Some students not from Green-
belt were to be reassigned away
from Greenbelt Middle School
and a small number of others
would head for Magnolia El-
ementary, which is considered at
least partially a Greenbelt school.

Community Schools

The schools team described
upcoming initiatives to bring
community services into the
schools, with more provision for
student health services. Council
was enthusiastic about the con-
cept, which was described as,
to some degree, making school
resources available to local com-
munities and vice versa. Weaver
saw it as offering the possibility,
for example, of providing ad-
ditional ballfields to the city out-
side school hours — or relieving
the pressure on meeting space.
Greenbelt is already involved
with the provision of school re-
source officers drawn from its
police department.

House noted, however, that a
factor in implementation is that
even existing school nurse posi-
tions in high schools are difficult
to fill, with nurses having many
other better paying alternatives.

Coordination with M-NCPPC

In response to a question from
council about the degree to which
the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission
(M-NCPPC) took school statis-
tics into consideration in terms

of rationalizing new housing and
available school resources, Mat-
lock replied that the schools do
provide projections to the agency
though the consensus seemed to
be that they paid little attention
when making their decisions.

Editor's Note: In view of the
increased development anticipated
as the result of federal agency re-
locations to the area and the very
long lead times for building new
schools, the currently planned
increase in school capacity may
be overtaken before the first stone
is laid.

Chronic Absenteeism
vs. Truancy

In Prince George’s Coun-
ty, 40 percent of students are
classed as “chronically absent.”

Chronic absenteeism counts
both excused and unexcused
absences. According to the
Maryland State Department
of Education definition, a stu-
dent is chronically absent after
missing at least 10 school days
in a year and being absent 10
percent or more of the school
days.

Truancy — the more familiar
measure — counted only un-
excused absences, missing the
impact on school attendance
from excused absences which
may often result directly or
indirectly from homelessness or
poverty. Truancy data is now
part of a more comprehensive
approach aimed at improving
school attendance.

This broader data set en-
ables the design and evaluation
of strategies to enable children
to attend school regularly and
obtain the education they need.

Greenbelt Elementary Awarded
For Excellence in TAG Program

Greenbelt Elementary School
was one of three county schools
named 2023 Maryland Excellence
in Gifted and Talented Education
(EGATE) Schools. This is the
third year the school received the
EGATE Award, winning previ-
ously in 2014 and 2019.

Among the 53 Prince George’s
County Public Schools (PGCPS)
teachers, administrators and stu-
dents who were also honored are
Arnor Galang of Robert Goddard
Montessori School, recognized
for non-classroom-based educa-
tor accomplishment; and Karuna
Skariah, also of Robert Goddard
Montessori, recognized for teach-
er accomplishment.

“I’'m extremely proud of our
Talented and Gifted (TAG) Pro-
gram coordinators, teachers and
administrators who volunteer to
participate in the rigorous EGATE
application process to identify
their strengths and areas that may
need improvement,” said TAG
Supervisor Theresa Jackson. “We
work collaboratively in teams to
complete this process, and I see
firsthand the benefits of earning
the EGATE recognition.”

The EGATE Award recognizes
public schools that offer superior
and equitable gifted and talented
education. Through a rigorous
application process, school teams
document how their school’s
program aligns with Maryland
Criteria for Excellence: Gifted

and Talented Education Program
Guidelines. The guidelines es-
tablish optimal practices in four
program components: identifica-
tion of students, curriculum and
instruction, professionally quali-
fied teachers and professional
development, and program man-
agement and evaluation.

“These school and individual
awards are a testament to the
hard work and commitment of
our students, school leaders and
educators,” said Superintendent
Millard House II. “By ensuring
advanced learners are challenged
and engaged, these programs
open a world of opportunities
while providing a strong founda-
tion for success in high school,
college and career.”

Since inception in 2010, 23
PGCPS schools have earned the
EGATE Award, with 11 schools
earning the award two or more
years.

Schools, students and educa-
tors will be recognized at a state-
wide event on February 27 and
will be featured on the Maryland
State Department of Education
website.

This article is drawn from a
January 18, 2024, press release

from PGCPS.
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KNESEL continued from page 1

Jordan noted that the document
had to be read to make the
motion, they could have a discus-
sion and the motion might fail.
“Can’t Ms. McKinney also make
a motion, though, if she wants to
make a motion that’s not that?”
asked Pompi. Jordan responded
by asking Pope if she’d seconded
his motion, which she said she
had, and then proceeding as if
there was a motion already on
the table. Jordan noted he didn’t
read the “proper documenta-
tion” and suggested a friendly
amendment to the motion that
hadn’t been read, to read the
appropriate motion. A frustrated
Weaver handed her device to
Pope and asked if she’d like to
do that because she’d rather not.
Ultimately Jordan withdrew his
motion, asked Pope to withdraw
her second and Councilmember
Rodney Robers said he’d like to
hear from McKinney.

Motion for Vote Without

Closed Session

McKinney suggested each
councilmember vote for an ap-
plicant and if none received four
votes then council move into
closed session for discussion,
focusing on deliberating on the
applicants who received the high-
est votes. Jordan said he’d prefer
to hear from his colleagues in
closed session before making any
vote. McKinney moved to take
an initial vote and go into execu-
tive session if there was not con-
sensus. McKinney, Weaver and
Pompi voted for the motion and
Jordan, Pope and Roberts against,
thus the motion failed without a
majority (3-3).

Closed Session

City Manager Josué Salmerdn
stressed that their solicitor had
advised them that council could
not discuss their preference for
a candidate in closed session but
solely applicant qualifications. “It

Novel Endings

Open for Business

Novel Endings is the used
book room within the Greenbelt
Library. Sales of books and other
media from this room support
special programming and the
Library. Maintained by volun-
teers for the Friends of Greenbelt
Library, Novel Endings receives
donations of book discards from
the library as well as donations
from the community by special
arrangements. To donate books,
email friendsofgreenbeltlibrary@
gmail.com. Cash and check do-
nations are also accepted in the
blue box next to the Library’s
front desk.

New Greenbelt
Listing

idge Road
$260,000
Fabulous, classic
International Style duplex
co-op home, with beautifully
maintained original elements
plus a custom-built Japanese
Tatami Room!
2 BR/1 BA.

Kim Kash

never happens like that,” argued
Roberts. “I think those directions
are ridiculous,” he said, reflecting
that he just wanted to vote and
perhaps should have voted differ-
ently on the prior motion. Satis-
fied McKinney had had the op-
portunity to speak, Weaver agreed
to make the motion to move into
closed session but return to open
session afterward. There were
repeated shouts of “Mr. Mayor,”
from resident Bill Orleans, who
was not recognized. The motion
passed 5-1, with Roberts in op-
position.
First Round

Council returned to open ses-
sion after approximately 75 min-
utes. They immediately held a
vote by secret, paper ballot. The
first round of voting yielded three
votes for Matthew Inzeo, two
for Amy Knesel and one for
Kevin Lockhart. With no candi-
date securing a simple majority
of four votes, Jordan suggested
that council could take another
vote or go back into executive
session. Roberts proposed they
vote again, Weaver concurred
and Jordan agreed. Pope queried
why they couldn’t simply accept
the first vote with the greatest
number but was informed of the
need for a vote from the majority
of council, which would be four.

Knesel Appointed

In the second vote, which fol-
lowed immediately, four voted
for Knesel and two for Inzeo.
Council then voted unanimously
to appoint Knesel and she was
sworn in at the meeting.

In a press release on January
25, Jordan said he welcomed
Knesel to council. “She is very
active in Greenbelt and we felt
she best fit the position. This en-
tire process has been bittersweet,
as we all have recently lost Ric
Gordon, one of our beloved mem-
bers of the Greenbelt community.
Today, we welcome Amy and
look toward working together to
help meet the needs of our resi-
dents, stakeholders and partners in
local and state government.”

Other Repercussions in Greenbelt
From the Red Scare and McCarthy

by Sandy Rodgers

Two articles, The Impact of
the 1950s Red Scare on Green-
belt: Chasanow and East, parts
1 and 2, by Jim Giese, appeared
in the January 18 and 25 issues
of the News Review. The excerpts
below, from Greenbelt: History of
a New Town — 1937-1987 (Mary
Lou Williamson, general editor),
published by the City of Green-
belt in 1987, provide context and
details about the effect of the
hearings on others in Greenbelt.

Excerpt 1

Long before McCarthy made
his unsupported claim that he
had the names of 205 State De-
partment employees who were
members of the Communist Party,
a national atmosphere of distrust
had been generating. By April
1943, 654 civil service employees
had been dismissed for “disloyal-
ty” in time of war. At the end of
the war the House Un-American
Activities Committee was given
standing committee status and
held hearings around the country
to ferret out alleged communist
sympathizers. Both political par-
ties used anticommunist rheto-
ric, and President Truman by
executive order began a loyalty
program for federal employees
that was renewed by President
Eisenhower.

Other events added to the
climate of suspicion. In 1949
the Soviet Union tested its own
atomic bomb. A year later, as
the U.S. moved toward hydrogen
bomb capacity, the famous cases
of Alger Hiss and the Rosenbergs
were the subject of national atten-
tion. While the Cooperator joked
about “Crusades Against Fellow
Travelers” in its 1947 April Fools
Day edition, the national com-
mander of the American Legion,
in an address at the local post
a few months later, referred to
communism as “the greatest evil
facing the Nation today.” Harry

Zubkoff, as editor of the Coop-
erator, warned in mid-1951 that
although “the FBI has leaned
over backward to protect the
innocent and to scrupulously
avoid anything that might even
remotely resemble a witch hunt”
the Communist Party was try-
ing to discredit the organization.
“American Communists and their
fellow travelers have trained their
big guns on the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.”

Later that year the city council
decided that the USSR Bulletin,
sent free to the city library by the
Russian Embassy, would be made
available only to adults by special
request, pending State Department
clearance of publication.

Douglas T. Miller and Marion
Nowak, authors of The Fifties,
The Way We Really Were, referred
to the eight-year anticommunist
witch hunt as an age of fear.

Dissent was suppressed, con-
formity demanded ... most victims
of the anti-red mania were guilty
of little more than holding unpop-
ular opinions. Not only the na-
tional government, but thousands
of local communities as well felt
obligated to search out and de-
stroy subversive views. Teachers,
government workers, entertainers,
and many others were dismissed.
Textbooks were censored and
libraries closed.

Bill Morrison, who had been
born in the new community of
Greenbelt, was to hear it referred
to as “Commiebelt” when he was
a teenager.

Voices of reaction were rela-
tively rare, however. As early
as 1948, Cooperator editor Sally
Meredith questioned the over-
use of the term “communistic,”
even to describe such things as

See RED SCARE, page 9
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Police Blotter

Incidents reported here occurred January 22 to 28, 2024. Readers are encouraged to contact the police
if they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or
email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

Greenbelt Police Department
reported one domestic; two men-
tal health diversions, one in-
volving a suicide attempt; two
overdoses and a sexual assault in-
volving Child Protective Services.
One juvenile missing person case
was reported, involving a young
man who repeatedly leaves home.

Assault

On January 25 at 6:11 a.m.
near 7900 Good Luck Road, a
man threw hot coffee on some-
one who provided the tag for the
suspect’s vehicle.

Break-in

On January 27 at 4:12 a.m.
near 7500 Greenbelt Road, the
front door was forced open and
surveillance showed two suspects
stealing several items before flee-
ing.

Robberies

On January 23 at 5:38 p.m.
near 6100 Springhill Terrace, a
child was robbed at gunpoint
and his Crocs shoes were taken.
On January 22 at 1:58 p.m. near
5700 Cherrywood Lane, a man
out walking was assaulted by
three men, one of whom de-
manded money; the man escaped
into a store and contacted police.
On January 24 at 8:06 p.m. near
Springhill Lane and Springhill
Drive, a man with a gun stole
a man’s jewelry. On January
24, near 9100 Springhill Lane, a
person was robbed of his Jordan
shoes.

Theft

On January 23 at 1:01 p.m.
near 6100 Springhill Terrace,
after a pest exterminator left her
apartment, a woman realized she
was missing her passport and
other identity documents.

On January 23 at 5:00 p.m.
near 5900 Greenbelt Road, a
backpack was stolen from a bike
parked outside a store. On Janu-
ary 23 at 6:14 p.m. near 6100
Greenbelt Road, a man passed all
points of sale without paying for
the items in the shopping cart.
On January 24 at 6:38 p.m. near
7600 Greenbelt Road, three men
stole skin-care products and fled
on foot. On January 25 at 9:11
p.m. near 6100 Greenbelt Road,
a known offender stole merchan-
dise; the store pressed charges.
On January 27 at 11:24 a.m.
near 121 Centerway, a suspect,
recorded on surveillance footage,
shoplifted items and fled toward
Roosevelt Center. On January 27
at 4:28 p.m. near 5910 Greenbelt
Road, a woman stole multiple
items and was recorded on cam-
era.

Fraud

On January 22 near 166 West-
way, funds were being used with-
out authorization from an Inde-
pendence card. On January 23
near 5300 Settling Pond Lane, a
woman mailed a pair of shoes to
a person through an online shoe
selling website but never received
payment. On January 23 near 201
Lakeside Drive, money was taken
out of a man’s bank account
after he followed a link sent by
text. On January 25 near 8100
Mandan Terrace, someone’s name
and email were used to open a
CashApp account.

Vehicle Crimes
Stolen Vehicles

On January 23 at 7:11 a.m.
near 5900 Cherrywood Terrace,
a 2013 Dodge Caravan (Md.
2FA5410) was left running unat-

tended and stolen. On January 23
at 10:34 p.m. near 6938 Hanover
Parkway, the owner heard his car
alarm and saw two suspects steal
his black 2017 Chevrolet Camaro
(Md. ON3). On January 25 near
6600 Lake Park Drive, a blue
2016 Chevrolet Camaro (Md.
CHEMIN) was stolen. On Janu-
ary 26 at 8:50 p.m. near 5700
Cherrywood Lane, a Kia Stinger
sedan was stolen while running
and unlocked. On January 27 a
black 2015 Hyundai Elantra (Md.
2DJ2210) near 6150 Springhill
Terrace and a Mercury Mariner
(Md. DV0921) near 432 Ridge
Road were stolen. On January
28 near 9100 Edmonston Road, a
2013 White Hyundai Elantra (Va.
TKY9340) was stolen.
Attempted Auto Break-in
On January 27 at 1:20 a.m.
near 6000 Springhill Drive, an
officer observed a man wearing a
black hoodie attempting to break
into a red Kia Soul. The suspect
ran and was not found.
Attempted Theft of Vehicles
On January 27, five vehicles
were broken into and the ignition
was damaged: near 5900 Cher-
rywood Terrace, a 2020 Hyundai
Elantra; near 6100 Breezewood
Drive, a Hyundai Sonata; near
9100 Springhill Court, a Kia
Forte; near 9100 Springhill Lane,
another Forte; and near 5800
Cherrywood Lane, a 2018 Sonata.
Stolen Vehicles Recovered
On January 22 near 55 Ridge
Road, Prince George’s County

Police located a Kia stolen near
Ora Glen Drive and Mandan
Road, which may have been in-
volved in an armed robbery in
the county. On January 28 near
550 Crescent Road, officers locat-
ed an unoccupied gray Hyundai
parked in front of the station that
was stolen from New Carrollton.
Theft from Auto

On January 22 at 9:04 a.m.
near 7619 Greenbelt Road, a
woman was pumping gas and
noticed her passenger door was
partially open; upon further in-
spection, she noticed that two
bags were missing from her ve-
hicle. On January 25 near 9300
Edmonston Road, a rear tag was
stolen. On January 26 near 6520
Lake Park Drive, a vehicle was
broken into and a purse was
stolen. On January 28 at 4:08
p-m. near 7600 Greenbelt Road,
a vehicle was broken into while
parked at the gas pumps, and
multiple items were stolen.

Vandalism to Auto

On January 22 near 6900 Ha-
nover Parkway, a 2010 Lexus LS
460 had a damaged window. On
January 22 near 7205 Hanover
Parkway, a 2021 Chevrolet Trax
had a mirror broken and the
hood and door were dented. On
January 25 near 4 Gardenway,
a window was smashed on an
Infiniti. On January 27 near 6001
Springhill Drive, a Hyundai So-
nata was broken into, but nothing
was taken.

Critical Missing
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RED SCARE continued from page 8

proposed federal anti-lynching
legislation. When the McCarthy
publicity machine was in full
operation, the Prince George’s
League of Women Voters spon-
sored a panel discussion on “In-
ternal Security and Civil Rights”
and President Truman cautioned
members of Congress, “We must
not be swept away by a wave of
hysteria.”

But the wave of hysteria did
reach Greenbelt and the most
celebrated case, that of Abraham
Chasanow, resulted in extraordi-
nary public attention.

Excerpt 2

Time magazine reported that,
of the thirteen Greenbelt men
employed in the same division
of the Navy department [as Cha-
sanow], five were suspended as
security risks. The five suspended
men were all Jewish, but the
other eight were not. Another of
the five was Isadore Parker [Edi-
tor’s note: Parker was a longtime
contributor of stories and cartoons
to the Cooperator and the News
Review]. His alleged offenses
included associating with famed
architect Frank Lloyd Wright and
criticizing the American Legion
in a Cooperator editorial. Parker,
who was suspended for eleven
months, recently summarized
the experience, “The main thrust
was guilt by association. People
stopped going to meetings.... It
sort of put a pall over the com-
munity. Government employees
were the key targets. Among the
others suspended was Mike Salz-
man, who had been one of the
founding fathers of the Greenbelt
Veterans Housing Association of
Housing Cooperatives.

Many beyond Greenbelt suf-
fered during the Red Scare. Law
professor Geoffrey R. Stone sums
up the effects of the McCarthy
hearings and the House on Un-
American Activities Committee
(HUAC) in a 2005 article, Free
Speech in the Age of McCar-
thy: A Cautionary Tale, in the
Jjournal California Law Review.
“Government at all levels hunted
down ‘disloyal’ individuals and
denounced them. Anyone so stig-
matized became a liability to his
friends and an outcast to society.
More than 11,000 people were
fired from federal, state, local,
or private employment for al-
leged disloyalty. More than a
hundred were prosecuted under
the Smith Act because of their
involvement in the Communist
Party. One hundred thirty-five
were prosecuted for contempt of
Congress because they refused to
cooperate with HUAC. Fear of
ideological contamination swept
the nation.”

During an era of political
polarization and disinformation,
these stories are a reminder that
it is more important than ever to
stay informed and engaged, and
to vote. The Greenbelt tradition
of neighbors taking an active
part in government and civic life
is a good model for communities
everywhere.

For more, see: Geoffrey R.
Stone, Free Speech in the Age
of McCarthy: A Cautionary Tale,
93 California Law Review 1387
(2005).
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COVID INFECTION CONTROL CERTIFIED J

Dr. JayMeCarl,Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarland Dr.
ichard Duarte are licensed general dentists.


mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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CLASSIFIE

NOTICES

CERTIFIED PGCPS TEACHER of-
fering private math tutoring for grades
1-10 and reading tutoring for 1-6.
Contact Nahl at 301-642-7528.

SATURDAY 2/3/24, 8 AM- 1 PM,
indoor, @ 13-S Hillside Rd Greenbelt
Md 20706. Some items available are
women’s clothes and shoes, men’s
clothes, China dishes, crystal glass,
power washer, portable sauna, electron-
ics, luggage, Dresser and much more.

SALE: old 78 LPs Bill Monroe, Carter
Family, etc.; antique bottles Royal
Crown, Barqg’s etc. 540-622-3851

I ——

SERVICES

CARING KIM’S PET Care — Drop-in
visits, walks and boarding by a lifetime
animal lover and caregiver. Offered for
dogs, cats and other small animals. Call
Kim at 301-520-6708 for appointments
or with questions.

HOUSECLEANING —OVER 20 years
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly,
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.
Local references and free estimates
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

COMPUTERS, WIFI and PRINT-
ERS — Training, Installing, Repairing,
Troubleshooting. JBS, 240-601-4163.

MISSY’S DECORATING - Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years.
Interior painting. Free estimates.
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

HEATING AND COOLING - We
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating &
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and
insured since 1969.

custom Flooring, LLC

INSTALLING ALL FLOORING PRODUCTS
SPECIALIZING IN REFINISHING HARDWOOD.

Starting $3.50 per Sq. Fi.

Free Consultation
Call Now !!

301-844-8897

www.customflooringllc.net

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING
AND PAINTING - Cleaning your
home like my own, at reasonable prices.
Painting inside and out. References
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelalLazol@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE
ENGINEERING, LLC — Junk removal,
plumbing, electrical, painting, drywall,
leaf removal, landscape design,
mulching flower beds, bucket truck
services, stump grinding, pruning
trees & removal, pole lighting, power
washing siding & decks. Mulch
& top soil delivery. Dkellaher@
hotmail.com, 301-318-5472. Insured.
Visa, MasterCard, Discover. www.
Kellahermaintenance.com.

LICENSED MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN — Will do all repairs and new
installations. 20+ years’ experience.
Call Desmond 301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL —
Complete clean out: garages, houses,
construction debris, etc. Licensed &
insured. Free estimates. Accept credit
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

COLLECTIBLES — Small collector
pays cash for coins/collections. Call
Gary, 301-809-0291. Will come to you.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY —
Free estimates, fabric samples, local
business for over 30 years. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

VYYVYYVVVVY

This Valentine here
Will make it quite clear
Your heart is a-flutter
For your favorite nutter
(And for 12 bucks a time
We’ll e’en help you
rhyme).

27 words =Super Sweetie $9

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV,

See page 9 to get yours!

i Is your dog bored?
Need exercise?

. We provide

i Mid-day Dog Walking
5 Cat Sitting

301-260-TAIL (8245)
www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com

Maryland

Departrmant of

" Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc. .

159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582

waimeereers WWW.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.
Master Certified Technicians

A complete service facility equipped to
perform all service requirements that your
manufacturer recommends to comply with
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs! Also,
routine repairs that keep your vehicles
operating safely and reliably.

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians,
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

sz

[ YEIP

Let's Clear The Air

D ADVERTISING

RATES

CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words. 15¢ for each addi-
tional word. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 6
p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100,
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.60/column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($15.90).
Deadline 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including
those needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready
ads. Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with
ad copy. Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Continental Movers
Free boxes
Local — Long Distance
$80 x two men
$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Y

CROWLEY CONSTRUCTION,INC,

Commercial & Residential
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
NEW ROOFS ¢ REROOFS ¢ REPAIR # MAINTENANCE

EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 24/7

ASK ABOUT OUR OTHER SERVICES
SKYLIGHTS | GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS | SIDING | WINDOWS
CHIMNEYS | BRICK WORK | HARDSCAPING

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
(410) 643-3779 OR (301) 345-1349

www.crowleycoroofing.com
M.H.I.C License #90063

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER
Auto Repairs &
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY
GREENBELT, MD

301-474-8348

-z ncb

National Cooperative Bank

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt
Homes for over 40 years. We offer:
- Fixed Rate Mortgages
Competitive Financing
- Low Closing Costs
Cooperative Expertise

G. RYAN GREER
Senior Vice President
(202) 349-7455
rgreer@ncb.coop
ww.ncb.coop/rgreer

NMLS #507534

d services provided b

o

rowncenter  Higher Ieveiﬂf

Realty &

at a lowepr

Free Staging /i g

: Agent £  Free Pre-market Em. "
Frances Fendlay Sluanings Richard Cantwell

240.481.3851 410.790.5099

WE GUARANTEE THAT WE WILL B

ENTER #1in Sales for Greenbelt in 18, 19, ‘20, ‘21, 22 and 2023 (=3[R

—
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NEW DEAL continued from page 1

Metro Eliminates $2
Card Fee for Seniors

historically helped sustain the
NDC propelling it as “the little
café that could.” (The Café’s
Masquer-Aid Ball in October
raised $26,000.)

Expenses Not Covered

Still, these revenue sources
do not entirely cover the NDC’s
expenses such as rent, salary for
the music coordinator, music
licensing fees, debt servicing
and operational incidentals. This
leaves the Café’s financial situ-
ation — separate from the Co-op
as the NDC’s food and beverage
vendor — still operating at a loss.

Undoubtedly, the NDC’s big-
gest expense continues to be the
monthly rent payments. Previous
food vendors paid for at least
some of the rent. However, the
NDC board agreed to take re-
sponsibility for those payments
in April 2023 due to the financial
challenges the Co-op Supermar-
ket, like most others in the food
industry, was facing in the af-
termath of the Covid pandemic.
This was done in exchange for
extending the contract for six
months and continues under the
current agreement that extends
until January 2025.

According to NDC Board
President Michael Hartman, rent
payments were not a concession
the Café was able to secure as
part of the most recent negotia-
tions with the Co-op Supermarket
Board of Directors. Nor were the
meals provided to the band as
part of the music program, which
the Café board also requested.
The one concession the NDC did
ask for and receive was a 90-day
termination clause in the contract,
allowing either party to exit the
contract.

Hartman conceded that the
situation is not ideal and that
the new contract does not help
improve the Café’s financial situ-
ation, hence the request for the
termination clause. Yet, he stated,
the NDC board was simply not
prepared to be without a food
and beverage vendor, which ne-
cessitated signing the new con-
tract.

According to Co-op Supermar-
ket board member Kim Kash, the
Co-op board understood the dif-
ficult situation. Still, she advised,
“We see the value in keeping the
Café open and there is an aware-
ness that the Café needs to act in
its best interest.”

It is likely the small profit
the Co-op has begun to gener-
ate as the Café’s vendor would
disappear if they had to pay rent.
Hartman doesn’t blame the Co-op
board though. “Their fiduciary
responsibility is to their member-
ship,” he said. “And ours is to
our Café membership.” He was
also quick to say that the Co-op
continues to cover some Café op-
erational costs, including utilities
and some kitchen upgrades.

Search for a New Vendor

Although the NDC board has
had discussions with other poten-
tial food and beverage vendors,

those discussions are still in the

early stages. There appears to be
no finite due date for expressions
of interest from other vendors,
only that a new vendor be ready
to take on operations “within the
next three months,” according to
the NDC’s website. Board mem-
bers said that they’d love to find
a vendor that meets the needs of
the community while also provid-
ing a more favorable financial
situation for the Café.

“We’re still waiting for our
knight in shining armor!” Winter-
feld added.

Revenue Ideas

Thinking ahead, the NDC
board and its membership have
generated many new ideas to
bring in additional revenue, said
Brandon Cole, NDC board mem-
ber at-large. Some of these ideas
include the already implemented
four percent operational fee and
the children’s area to attract more
parents and caregivers. Automat-
ing collection of Café member-
ship dues, a minimum spend
for food/beverages during music
nights, and music ticket sales are
other ideas. Cole also believes
that standardizing the financial
relationship with FONDCA, the
Café’s arts nonprofit arm, is also
something the NDC board and
membership should consider.

When asked about challenges
to implementing some of these
new ideas, Cole said that change
can be uncomfortable for some.
“There is still a heavy reliance on
how things used to be done. But
we have to explore nontraditional
methods of generating revenue to

S&A Plumbing
Service Inc.

24/7 plumbing service needs
Garbage disposal, dishwasher
Leak, clog, faucets, etc.

Please call me.

Independent and local.

Prices reasonable.

Give me a call 240 988 8908
Time bank members receive
“great discounts”

GASCH’S
Funeral £) Home, pA.

4739 Baltimore Avenue
Hyattsville, MD 20781

301-927-6100

www.gaschs.com

Family Owned and Operated

since 1858

Traditional Funerals
Memorial Services
Cremations

Flowers

Caskets, Vaults, Urns
Pre-Arrangements
Large on-site parking

As of January 16, Senior
SmarTrip cards will be issued at
no cost to customers age 65 and
older. Metro’s Board of Direc-
tors approved the elimination of
the $2 fee on Senior SmarTrip
cards. The cards allow for re-
duced fares on Metrorail, Metro-
bus and Prince George’s County’s
The Bus.

The move is part of Metro’s
ongoing efforts to expand access
and affordability to public tran-
sit. Senior SmarTrip cards now
join all other Metro reduced fare
programs in offering SmarTrip
cards at no additional cost. The
elimination of the $2 fee removes
the need for third-party payment
collection, which was a barrier
to participation for social service
agencies and other organizations
to distribute the card. Metro is
seeking to expand the number of
distribution outlets.

Learn more at wmata.com/
reducedfares.

OOV OY

If ever a guy were sincere
(A long shot as it might
appear)

An ad in the paper
Would be most convincing
And make his intentions
Quite clear.

28 words =Super Sweetie $9

pes P

PHOTO BY ANNA BEDFORD-DILLOW

ensure the Café’s survival. Ulti-
mately, progress still needs to be
made to keep the doors open,”
he said.

NDC board members were
quick to point out that the Co-
op Supermarket board and its
General Manager Dan Gillotte
have remained good partners for
which they are grateful. Hartman
and Winterfeld, in particular,
were optimistic about the Café’s
future success, saying that the
Café’s members and community
always get them through tough
times.

“We understand that the Café R
is the community’s living room. =
And we want it to remain that
way,” Cole said. “But no living
room operates without costs.”

See page 9 to get yours!

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt sports news to share?
We welcome your photos and stories at
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT

SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS
CARPENTRY — DRYWALL — PAINTING
KITCHENS — BATHROOMS
SIDING — WINDOWS — DOORS - DECKS
LICENSED - INSURED — LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED
MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

5-J GARDENWAY, GREENBELT, AD 20770
PRICE: $190000

2 bed/ 1 bath GHI, with beautiful hardwood
floors and new tile floors in kitchen and bath.
Kitchen includes new refrigerator and stove.
New stackable washer/dryer on the main level.
Home has been freshly painted and allows for
plenty of natural sunlight. Ductless mini-split
offers heating and cooling in addition to
baseboard heating. Enjoy spacious backyard
backing to trees and shed that conveys with
property. Walking distance to Roosevelt Center
and public transit.

Melanie Cantwell
Realtor MD & DC

9094 Baltimore Ave
College Park, MD 20740

C: 240-470-5911
0:301-441-9511
Melanie.Cantwell@LNF.com
MELANIECANTWELL.com

MELANIE CANTWELL

- For Rent in College Park
7411 Columbia Ave,
College Park, MD 20740
4 bed/ 2 bath Single Family
$2,800/mo

Our 38th Year in Greenbelt

301 982-0044

Linda Ivy 301-675-0585
Mindy Wu - 301-661-5387
Leonard Wallace - Broker

301-675-9036

The Leader in
== Greenbelt Real Estate -~

4 Bedrooms & 2 Baths Single family
home with 3 full levels. Large fenced
backyard with with spacious new shed.
Wood stovefireplace on lower level.

Single-Level Living 1 Bedroom con-
domini u - no
stairs! t steps
away from reserved parking space.

Need to reach us right away?

Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 88000 on
your cell phone and get an in-
stant response! We can show
you any listing in Greenbelt.

. Scan here with your
cell phone and go
directly to our weh-

| site! Search all of

3 Bedroom Greenbriar Condominium
with 2 full baths. Remodeled top to
bottom - modern kitchen, new closet
doors throughout - a real showplace!

Single-Level Living in Greenbelt Lake
Village corner unit. 3 bedrooms & 2
baths with screened patio deck. Mod-
ern kitchen & laundrypantry. Nice!

Yz i s e i

Coming Soon 3 BR townhome with
opened kitchen and living room. CGin-
derblock construction with vinyl siding.

One of the largest floorplans in GHI.

Coming Soon 2 bedroom townhome

on large corner lot. 0Oak hardwood

flooring on both levels. New thermal

doors and windows. Call for more info.

Your Greenbelt Specialists
In Roosevelt Center

Since 1986
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BLACK HISTORY continued from page 1

importantly, their family.
Stanton references media
from their father’s youth
as part of a back-and-forth
“indirect form of commu-
nication and bonding.” “I
created symbology in this
collection,” the artist writes,
“that tells stories about my
upbringing and uses the
human body as a vessel to
mix my father’s stories with
my own.”

Stanton’s Macho Man
ensemble, with its giant,
color-blocked stars in teal
and lime green, is an ode
to the WWF wrestler Ma-
cho Man Randy Savage.
Savage was known for his
outrageous and theatrical
costumes, and was outspo-
ken about his distaste for
toxic masculinity.

A slightly more abstract ref-
erence is the African Queen
quilt block pattern that ap-
pears in the tour de force
bed-sized sampler quilt by
Betty Shaw entitled Heritage.

Based in Prince George’s
County, the Uhuru Quilters
Guild has over 100 members
from the Delaware-Mary-
land-Virginia area and far
beyond. The mission of the
Guild is to promote the work
and accomplishments of Afri-
can American quilters and to
preserve the traditions, cul-
ture and history of quilting.
The Guild shares this rich
legacy with others through
community service projects,
workshops, training and
exhibitions. The Guild has
showcased quilts and spoken
at the Smithsonian’s Folklife

PHOTO COURTESY THE ARTIST

Love’s in Need of Love
Today derives its title from
the opening track of Stevie Won-
der’s album Songs in the Key of
Life. The ensemble emulates the
materiality, texture and form of
records. Boots “armored” with
vinyl are paired with a piped
corset. The corset has a radiating
circle motif in yellow, red and
maroon, alluding to the album
cover artwork. The song Stanton
references speaks to the injustices
of the world and the importance
of love and compassion. They re-
call, “I specifically associate this
song with my mother crying to
it after the 2020 police brutality
protests.”

Themes of liberation and new
beginnings are encoded in sev-
eral largely abstract works by
the Uhuru Quilters. (Uhuru is the
Swahili word for freedom). Artist
NiYa Costley shares her unique
reinterpretation of the Juneteenth
flag, with its star, surrounding
burst and the red and blue of the
national flag. Renee Anderson
is represented by a striking log

Venus Stanton, Macho Man

cabin quilt in black, orange and
magenta. As the design evolved,
it reminded Anderson of flowers,
prompting her to add abstract pot
shapes in stylized quilt stitching.
The flowers, she notes, serve as a
“symbol of refresh, renewal and
regeneration using past knowl-
edge.”

While Stanton draws on the
technical vocabulary and aesthetic
of quilting in their fashion de-
sign, works by the Uhuru quilters
likewise incorporate references to
the power of clothing. Member
Sandra Schmidt contributes an
elegant, figurative composition in
profile entitled The Headdress. “I
was inspired to create this quilt
from my visit to Senegal,” she
writes. “Many of the women ...
wore traditional clothing and head
wraps. The head wraps represent
beauty and grace.” They provide
“spiritual protection to the wearer
and have been a powerful symbol
of African culture for centuries.”

Festival, among other venues

and celebrations.
PIECED: Fiber Arts by Fash-
ion Designer Venus Stanton and
the Uhuru Quilters Guild will be
on view daily from February 3
through March 17 at the Commu-
nity Center Art Gallery, located at
15 Crescent Road.

At the February 4 recep-
tion, Greenbelt Black History
and Culture Committee member
Joyce Bailey will offer remarks
at approximately 2:15 p.m., com-
memorating her mother Lois K.
Alexander-Lane who founded
the Black Fashion Museum and
who was herself a Greenbelt resi-
dent for several years. Additional
activities on Sunday, February
4 will include a free, all-ages
no-sew quilt block activity; ad-
vance sign-up is recommended at
https://bit.ly/3RH2cgP.

City of Greenbelt Arts Pro-
grams are supported in part by
the Maryland State Arts Council.
For additional program informa-
tion, visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts.

gov/sparklemart for 2024.

Three stages of a snowman

Finger puppet purchased at Spar-
kle Mart 2023. Vendor applica-
tions are now open at greenbeltmd.

- Photos by Corita Waters s

HOTO BY BARBARA BJANES
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Chess Tournament

The Chess Tournament took place in the Youth Center on
Monday, January 22, with a dynamic and diverse age group in
attendance. Gary Fok was the judge and prizes were awarded to
the winners. Tom Eigelsbach was the winner from the advanced
group and Gregory Gaskel was the winner from the beginning
group. This was the first tournament the Chess Club has spon-
sored and they hope to have more of them in the future, said
Effie Levner, organizer of the event.

Gregory Gaskel, left, was the winner in the beginners group.
Jedidiah Albrecht came in second place.

Tom Eigelsbach, right, was the winner in the advanced
group. Sebastian Zeller, left, came in second place.

- Photos courtesy Effie Levner

A great blue heron stands on the bubbler of Greenbelt Lake surrounded by
ice, on January 24.

PHOTO BY ANNA BEDFORD-DILLOW
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