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Halloween in 
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See PUMPKINS, page  9
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What Goes On
Monday, November 6
No City Council Meeting
Tuesday, November 7
7 a.m. to 8 p.m., City Elec-
tions
Wednesday, November 8 
No City Council Meeting
Friday, November 10
City Offices Closed in Obser-
vance of Veterans Day

See the city ad on page 5 
or the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for more 
information.

Election 2023
Voting Locations

For the upcoming election 
for seats on the Greenbelt 
City Council, voters may use 
any of the five polling sites 
for in-person voting on Tues-
day, November 7: Commu-
nity Center, Police Station, 
Greenbriar Community Center, 
Schrom Hills Park Clubhouse 
or Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center. Polling sites will open 
at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m.

The county voter registra-
tion cards that voters received 
in the mail in the last few 
days implied otherwise, which 
is incorrect.

The Masquer-
AID the  Café 
Ball at the New 
Dea l  Ca fé  on 
October 14 was 
the culminating 
Gala  event  of 
a  months-long 
campaign that 
raised more than 
$25,000 for the 
New Deal Café’s 
music and arts 
p r o g r a m .  T h e 
M a s q u e r - A I D 
Ball was attended 
by 100 people in 
a mix of costume 
and formal dress, 
wearing a vast 
array of decora-
tive masks. The 
Ball featured the music of 49 
Cent Dress featuring Liz Spring-
er and Wild Anacostias. Guests 
enjoyed a full spread of hor 
d’oeuvres and a champagne toast.  
In between bands, members of 
the community shared what they 
love about the Café.  That part 
of the program was a magical 
time of heartwarming stories as 
Gala guests described the many 

Can you say crepus-
cular? The term, which 
means active during 
the twilight hours, was 
just one of the fasci-
nating facts about bats 
shared by bat enthu-
siast Sarah Witcher at 
the first Bat Walk in 
the Greenbelt Forest 
Preserve on September 
15. The walk was one 
of a series of events 
celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the Pre-
serve in 2023, an effort 
spearheaded by for-
est advocates Susan 
Barnett, Paul Downs 
and local artist Jean 
Newcomb.

Witcher, a biologist 
by training who works 
for the Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources, 
together with her colleague Katie 
Dell, a biologist and outdoor 
educator who works for Balti-
more County Public Schools, 
spoke to an enthusiastic crowd of 
nearly 50 of all ages, with even 
the littlest ones, replete with bat 
ears, chiming in to eagerly share 
what they knew about bats and 

Spiderman, a 
cat and plenty of 
other face-painted 
children carved 
spooky smiles into 
their pumpkins at 
the Springhill Lake 
Pumpkin Carving 
on Friday, Octo-
ber 27. It was the 
final of the year’s 
t h r e e  c a r v i n g 
events, which are 
part of the beloved 
Greenbelt Pump-
kin Festival. They 
occurred at differ-
ent locations in 
the city – Schrom 
Hills Park, Spring-
hill Lake Recre-
ation Center and 
Roosevelt Center. 

I t ’s  an event 
that has expanded 
over recent years. 
Event organizer 
Stacy Stewart said that from 
1988 to 2018 there was only 
one pumpkin carving and one 
pumpkin walk, both in Greenbelt 
Center. To make the event more 
accessible, in 2018 it was trans-
formed into a festival with events 
all week leading up to Halloween 
in multiple locations. This year 
there were three carving events 
and two walks (though one had 

The famed Mexican celebra-
tion called el Dίa de Los Muertos 
(the Day of the Dead) is alive 
and well in the homes of some 
Greenbelt residents of Mexican 
origin.

While the name of the festival 
may sound morbid or scary to 
some, it’s experienced by those 
who continue the tradition as a 
joyful, meaningful and festive 
way for families to celebrate their 
ties with loved ones who have 
died, but whose memories con-
tinue to enrich the living.

By creating 
an altar dedicat-
ed to the “fieles 
difuntos” or de-
ceased faithful, 
memories  a re 
kept alive and 
hearts warmed 
by connections 
with ancestors 
and other rela-
tives who still 
make up part of 
the fabric of the 
community.

T h e  a l t a r s 
pictured were 
created here in 
Greenbelt by Ve-
ronica Ramos in 
2021 and 2022. 
R a m o s  h a s 
lived here for 
20 years.  She 
makes this cel-

Community Rallies to Support 
Music, Art at the New Deal Café

by Katy Gaughan

Bat Walk Draws a Crowd
by Kristin Fletcher

Three Pumpkin Carving Sites
Aim to Serve One Greenbelt 

by Cavit Ireland

Day of the Dead: A Living 
Tradition in Greenbelt 

by Bonnie Schrack 

A full house at the New Deal Café for the Masquer-AID the Café 
Ball on October 14
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Katie Dell demonstrates the echo meter to 
some young bat watchers.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
KR

IS
TI

N
 F

LE
TC

H
ER

Day of the Dead altar created by Veronica Ramos 
in 2021
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Young Matthew Jefferson poses with his pump-
kins at Springhill Lake Recreation Center.
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experiences that showed what a 
positive, and in some cases life-
changing, effect the Café has had 
on the Greenbelt community over 
the last 28 years. It was a spe-
cial evening, made all the more 
momentous as it was announced 
that the original fundraising goal 
of $10,000 was far exceeded and 
the final amount raised was over 
$25,000.

T h e  f u n d -
raiser was an-
nounced at the 
A u g u s t  N e w 
D e a l  C a f é 
board meeting, 
when it was re-
vealed that the 
New Deal Café 
music and arts 
program has not 
had any steady 
income s ince 
before the pan-
demic and that 
some grant pro-
posals had been 
rejected.  The 
reserves were 
getting low and 
something need-
ed to happen.

The Gala planning team sprung 
into action, led by Katy Gaughan. 
Gaughan, Café Music Coordi-
nator Caitlin Gompf, Michael 
Hartman, president of the board, 
and Charles Smith, who found 
an anonymous donor to cover the 
expenses of the project, started 
planning an event that would 
sell tickets and recruit sponsors 
to be part of a Wall of Fame 
Plaque that will be hung at the 
Café. Ticket sales and donations 
steadily climbed and in just a 

bat myths (they are all vampires 
waiting to suck your blood and 
give you rabies).

Bats belong to the order Chi-
roptera, which means “hand-
wing.” Their hand is literally 
their wing, and they are the only 
mammals that can fly. The first 

to be cancelled due to winds). 
The new format ensures that all 
Greenbelt residents live within 
walking distance from at least 
one of the carvings. “Every sec-
tion [of the festival] is a little bit 
different, centered around carv-
ing, but with the personality of 
wherever you are,” said Carolyn 

ebration happen for her family as 
a way of keeping their Mexican 
culture and traditions alive, and 
to pass them on to the younger 
generation.

With the various offerings on 
the altar, the family hopes to at-
tract and give enjoyment to the 
souls they anticipate. The light 
of the candles is meant to guide 
them on their paths. On any Day 
of the Dead altar, there are many 
flowers, offerings of food and 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Tom 
Jones, treasurer; Pat Scully, Carol Griffith and Sandy Rodgers

PUBLICATION DEADLINES:
-  Monday 2 p.m. Articles/photos over 700 words, Display Ads (not camera ready).
-  Monday 6 p.m. All Letters to the Editor (300 word limit).
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Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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Mary Lou Williamson, Editor

Anna Bedford-Dillow, Managing Editor

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 - 8 p.m. 
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GNR external office door mail slot is located up a few stairs 25 yards left of the 
Community Center’s east door near the municipal building.
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Alex Barnes, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Anna Bedford-Dillow, Judy Bell, Laura 
Bonkosky, Letty Bonnell, Jerry Bonnell, Alan Burt, Jill Connor, Deborah Daniel, 
Deanna Dawson, Christine Doran, Anne Gardner, Elizabeth Gardner, Jon Gardner, 
Jim Giese, Ian Gleason, Patrick Gleason, Carol Griffith, Kyla Hanington, Amy Hansen, 
Erik Hanson, Butch Hicks, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Melanie Iversen, Erica 
Johns, Jeff Jones, Tom Jones, Jennifer Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth Kevorkian, 
Amina Khalifa, Sue Krofchik, Michael Kusie, Sandra Lange, Amanda Larsen, Marcie 
Lissauer, Linda Lucas, Marc Manheimer, Charlene MacAdams, Neil McFarb, Cathie 
Meetre, Rahul Mehta, Mary Moien, Diane Oberg, Jennifer Pompi, Julie Rapp, Peter 
Reppert, Sandy Rodgers, Lois Rosado, Joe Robbins, Ian Blackwell Rogers, Richard 
Roth, Bonnie Schrack, Pat Scully, René Sewell-Raysor, David Shapiro, Melissa Sites, 
Lola Skolnik, Abigail Taylor, Susan Taylor, Beth Terry, Nancy Tolzman, Jeff Travis, 
Gloria Walters-Flowers, Mary Lou Williamson, Jan Wolf, Renauta York and Ray 
Zammuto.

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES: 
NOVEMBER 3rd - 9th

Anatomy of a Fall (R) (CC) 
(DVS) (2023) (150 mins) 

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium 
Fri. 3:45 PM 
Sat. 8:15 PM 

Sun. 12:30 PM (OC) 
Mon. 3:30 PM 
Wed. 7:00 PM 

Screen 2 - The Screening Room 
Fri. 2:45 PM 
Sat. 4:45 PM 
Sun. 6:00 PM 

Mon. 12:00 PM 
Tues. 7:00 PM 

Thurs. 7:00 PM 

Rustin (PG-13) (CC) (DVS) 
(2023) (99 mins) 

Screen 1 - Main Auditorium  
Fri. 1:15 PM, 7:00 PM 

Sat. 5:45 PM 
Sun. 5:30 PM 
Tues. 7:30 PM 

Thurs. 5:30 PM 
Screen 2 - The Screening Room 

Sat. 8:00 PM 
Sun. 3:30 PM 

Mon. 3:15 PM (OC), 5:45 PM 
Wed. 7:30 PM 

Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour 
(NR) (CC) (DVS) (2023) (165 mins) 
Screen 2 - The Screening Room 

Fri. 6:00 PM 
Sat. 1:15 PM 

Sun. 12:00 PM 

Descendant (PG) (CC) (DVS) 
(2022) (109 mins) 

FREE - sponsored by RUAK, 
Greenbelt Recreation and 

Greenbelt Black History and 
Culture Committee 

Screen 1  - Main Auditorium 
Sat. 2:00 PM (OC)  

On Dangerous Ground (NR) 
(1951) (82 mins) 

Free Monday Matinee! 
Screen 1 - Main Auditorium 

Mon. 1:00 PM 
Thurs. 8:00 PM 

Greenbelt Cinema
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbeltcinema.org
Members Always $6.50!

Member kids are always FREE!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  

Senior/Student/Military $8
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Letters Policy during City Elections
Deadline for letters is 6 p.m. Monday. Submission does not 

guarantee publication. Letters should be no longer than 300 words 
(shorter letters are more likely to be published).

Letters may be edited for clarity, grammar, civility and space 
constraints. The News Review may add a comment from the editor 
if deemed necessary.

All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical address 
and telephone number. Only the name will be published; the News 
Review will consider requests for the name to be withheld.

The News Review will not print letters endorsing candidates. The 
News Review will not print a letter raising a new issue the week 
prior to election day, when no other party would have a chance to 
respond. 

- Pete Reppert

Corrections
In last week’s Our Neigh-

bors, Frank DeBernardo was 
incorrectly identified as a pa-
rishioner of St. Hugh’s Church. 
He is a member of the Catho-
lic Community of Greenbelt 
and the executive director of 
New Ways Ministry, and it was 
staff from that group who met 
with Pope Francis.

The credit, by Pete Reppert, 
was omitted from last week’s 
cartoon.

Election 2023

Candidate Bios
Visit our website, greenbeltnewsreview.com, to 

reread the biographies submitted by the candidates for city council 
that were printed in previous issues of the paper.

On Screen at Greenbelt Cinema

Anatomy of a Fall
For the past year, Sandra, her husband Samuel and their 11-year-

old son Daniel have lived a secluded life in a remote town in the 
French Alps. When Samuel is found dead in the snow below their 
chalet, the police question whether he was murdered or committed 
suicide. Samuel’s suspicious death is presumed murder, and Sandra 
becomes the main suspect. What follows is not just an investigation 
into the circumstances of Samuel’s death but an unsettling psycho-
logical journey into the depths of Sandra and Samuel’s conflicted 
relationship.

Rustin
The architect of 1963’s momentous March on Washington, Ba-

yard Rustin was one of the greatest activists and organizers the 
world has ever known. He challenged authority, never apologized 
for who he was, what he believed or who he desired. And he did 
not back down. He made history, and in turn, he was forgotten. 
Directed by DGA Award and five-time Tony Award winner George 
C. Wolfe and starring Emmy Award winner Colman Domingo, Rus-
tin shines a long overdue spotlight on the extraordinary man who, 
alongside giants like the Reverend Martin Luther King Jr., Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr. and Ella Baker, dared to imagine a different 
world, and inspired a movement in a march toward freedom.

Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour
The cultural phenomenon continues on the big screen in this 

music documentary. Taylor Swift fans can immerse themselves in 
this once-in-a-lifetime concert film experience with a breathtaking, 
cinematic view of the history-making tour.

Descendant
Documentary filmmaker Margaret Brown (The Order of Myths, 

The Great Invisible) returns to her hometown of Mobile, Ala., to 
document the search for and historic discovery of The Clotilda, the 
last known ship to arrive in the United States, illegally carrying 
enslaved Africans. After a century of secrecy and speculation, the 
2019 discovery of the ship turns attention toward the descendant 
community of Africatown and presents a moving portrait of a 
community actively grappling with and fighting to preserve their 
heritage while examining what justice looks like today.

On Dangerous Ground
Jim Wilson (Robert Ryan) is a New York police detective on 

the edge. Hardened and embittered by his years of dealing with the 
lowest forms of criminal the city has to offer, Wilson becomes in-
creasingly violent with suspects. For his own good, Wilson’s police 
captain (Ed Begley) assigns him to a murder investigation in the 
countryside for a change of scenery. While searching for the killer, 
Wilson meets the suspect’s sister, Mary Malden (Ida Lupino), a 
blind woman who might turn his life around.

Heartfelt Gratitude
Celebrating 95 years in a sin-

gle day and then acknowledging 
what a day it was.  Huge thank 
yous to my awesome family, my 
fantastic friends and my neigh-
borly neighbors as each one holds 
a special place in my heart and 
in my mind. 

It has dawned on me (be-
cause of a special birthday gift 
blanket I recently received) that 
I have lived for 4956 weeks, 
34698 days, 832,752 hours and 
49,965,174 minutes.  Almost all 

of which as a Greenbelt resi-
dent.   Memories filled my soul 
and makes it hard to express the 
amount of love and kindness I 
have received over this lifetime.  
An accumulation of caring in so 
many years from so many people. 

To all the attendees on this 
auspicious occasion, many of 
which were local whom I see 
often.  Many of which traveled 
from near and far including but 
not limited to Va., Pa., N.C., 
Colo., N.H. and Illinois. 

Stories told and shared about 
my time on earth and time in 
Greenbelt (mostly 13 Court) spent 
being ever so hospitable to all 
and loved by all, will be forever 
cherished. 

“Her children and the home 
she kept was as high a priority as 
her faith in God.  Her befriending 
of her kids’ friends and church 
members allowed her to be a 
beacon of grace, non-judgment, 
acceptance and giving of experi-
ential wisdom.” (son Doug)

I wish a million thanks or 
Joyce Mangum pictured with 
her daughter Diane Mangum.
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Community Events

NDC is seeking an experienced restaurateur to fully run our cafe’s 
operation. Go to our home page, NewDealCafe.com, for more information. 

This Week at the New Deal Café
SUPPORT Greenbelt’s only venue with BOTH dinner AND a show! 

 
113 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 

Hours: Mon/Wed/Th 8am-9pm; Tues 8am-9:30pm; Friday/Saturday 8am – midnight; 
Sunday 9am – 9pm, UNLESS NOTED.

Join or renew your membership. Go to www.newdealcafe.com, click on “ABOUT”, then “BECOME A MEMBER OR RENEW.”  
*For more information on these and other events, visit the NDC CALENDAR page on our website.

FUNDING FOR THESE ADS PROVIDED BY A GENEROUS DONOR.

TH 11/02 FRI 11/03 SAT 11/04 SUN 11/05
Wolf’s Blues Show & 

Sit-In Jam 
6:30-10pm

Big, bodacious blues 
jam

PIANO STYLINGS OF PETER 
REPPERT, 6-7:30P

The HalfSmokes
8-11pm

Performing favs from 
the WHFS glory days

COMMUNITY DRUM 
CIRCLE, 3:30-5pm
Jill Fulton Band

8-11pm
Soulful & sassy Nashville 

recording artist

EKPHRASTIC FANTASTIC ARTS 
RECEPTION, 1-3PM

THIS COULD GO BOOM!
5:30-8pm

The best in local artists in 
this incredible showcase!

MON 11/06 TUES 11/07 WED 11/08 TH 11/09 SPECIALS!
THE MONDAY 
MAUVENESS 
KARAOKE 
NIGHT* 
6-9pm 

Host: Mike Bennett

 S.A.W. Open 
Mic 

6:30-9:30pm
SIGN UP AT 6pm
Featured artist 
plays 8-8:30pm

The Seth Kibel 
Quartet 

7-9pm 
MUST-SEE high-
energy jazz and 

klezmer

Susan Jones Jazz 
Quartet 
7-9pm

A violin-led jazz 
group with eclectic 
mix of originals and 

standards

HAPPY HOUR 
4-7pm 

$1 OFF BEER AND WINE 
WINE 

WEDNESDAY 
$1 OFF PER GLASS 

$5 OFF A BOTTLE

RESERVATIONS: 301-474-5642        FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK.

NASA Goddard's  
Music & Drama Club presents:

by Stephen Sondheim

November 3 - 17 
at the Barney & Bea 

Recreation Center

Tickets must be 
bought in advance. 

Visit 
www.madtheater.org

More Community Events 
are located throughout 

the paper.

Greenbelt MakerSpace
Sewing Machine Class

The Greenbelt MakerSpace 
is offering a sewing machine 
class on Sunday, November 19 
at 1 p.m. in The Granite Build-
ing. Learn how to use a sewing 
machine! There will be some 
sewing machines available to 
use but bring your own for more 
individualized instruction. Par-
ticipants are welcome to bring 
their own projects to receive 
help with them. There is a fee 
requested. Sewing machines (and 
other things) can be borrowed 
from the MakerSpace tool library, 
open Saturdays 10 a.m. to noon 
and Sundays 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Visit tools.greenbeltmakers.org for 
more information and registration.

Church Offers
Festive Evening

 On Saturday, November 4, 
join neighbors for a festive eve-
ning at Greenbelt Community 
Church, United Church of Christ. 
The evening starts with a spa-
ghetti dinner from 5 to 6:30 p.m., 
followed by a live entertainment 
extravaganza from 6:45 to 8 p.m. 
The entertainment will include 
the premiere of Amy S. Hansen’s 
short comic play, Parking Garage 
from Hell. A free-will donation 
will be accepted at the door, 
and all proceeds go to Help By 
Phone.

Ekphrastic Fantastic
Art/Poetry Exhibit 

The public is invited to a re-
ception for the artists and poets 
in the Ekphrastic Fantastic art/po-
etry exhibit at New Deal Café on 
Sunday, November 5 from 1 to 3 
p.m. For this show, visual artists 
have created new pieces of art in 
response to poems and poets have 
written new poems in response to 
pieces of art. The exhibit will be 
on display until January 8.

Diaper Distribution
The Greenbelt Nursery Project 

is supporting Greenbelt families 
in need of diapers. Parent(s) must 
present:

• Proof of Greenbelt residency 
(mail from federal, state or local 
government agency) displaying 
the parent’s name and residential 
address,

• State-issued photo ID
• Each child’s birth certificate.
This program is  open to 

Greenbelt residents only. Signing 
up each month is required.

To access the signup page, go 
to the city website (greenbeltmd.
gov), scroll down to NEWS and 
click on November Emergency 
Diaper Distribution. For more in-
formation, call Brendy Garcia at 
240-424-0302 or email bgarcia@
greenbeltmd.gov.

Ladies Auxiliary Sale
The Greenbelt Volunteer Fire 

Department Ladies Auxiliary 
will hold its Indoor Community 
Yard Sale on Saturday, Novem-
ber 18 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at 
125 Crescent Road.  Come help 
support the fire department and 
ladies auxiliary.  Refreshments, as 
well as homemade baked goods, 
will be available for purchase.  
Tables are available to rent.  See 
the classified ad for details.

Masks are not required but 
may be worn if desired.  The fire 
hall is handicapped accessible.

Greenbelt Orchestra
Free Concert Nov. 19

The newly-formed Greenbelt 
Community Orchestra will give 
its first concert at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 19 at the 
Community Center. They will 
per form music  by  Mozar t , 
Weber and Elgar, as well as an 
original composition by one of 
the conductors. The concert is 
free and is expected to last about 
an hour. All are welcome. Visit 
greenbeltorchestra.org.

Trail Talk
The Annual Greenbelt Com-

munity Development Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 19 from 2 to 4 p.m. in Room 
202 of the Community Center. 
The featured speaker will be Jeff 
Lemieux talking about the Green-
belt East Trail and the grant that 
he has obtained for implement-
ing it. 

Golden Age
The Greenbelt Golden Age 

Club meets every Wednesday 
at 11 a.m. in Room 201 of the 
Community Center.  All Green-
belt residents are eligible to join 
or to attend as a guest.  Dues for 
2024 can be paid at any time and 
those who are new members will 
get November and December free 
by paying now for 2024.  

November 8 – Fall Ticket 
Auction.  Members have donated 
items to be auctioned off for 
charity.  Buy tickets and drop one 
in the bag attached to each item 
you wish to bid on.

November 15 – Celebrate No-
vember birthdays.  Bring your 
lunch and maybe a dessert to 
share.

November 22 – It’s the day 
before Thanksgiving and many 
members are cleaning and cook-
ing.

November 29 – Dhruti Patel, 
senior agent for Family and Con-
sumer Services, UM, will discuss 
diabetes.  

Arts Advisory Board
Meets November 14

The Greenbelt Arts Advisory 
Board will meet on Tuesday,  
November 14 at 7 p.m. on Zoom. 
Greenbelt residents who may be 
interested in joining the board 
are encouraged to attend. For 
more information and to obtain 
the Zoom link, email alarsen@
greenbeltmd.gov. 

Poetry in the Garden
The poetry monthly meet-

ing will take place on Sunday, 
November 5 from 3 to 5 p.m. 
at Schrom Hills Park Clubhouse. 
The group welcomes poetry read-
ing in other languages, with a 
short translation if possible.

For more information call  
Effie at 443-415-1053.

Greenbelt Chess Club 
The Greenbelt Chess Club will 

next meet on Monday, November 
13 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the New 
Deal Café. The club is open to 
all ages and skill levels. 

Fruit and Music
Eleanor  Rooseve l t  High 

School’s Music Department is 
bringing back its annual Fresh 
Fruit Sale. This fundraiser has 
historically been very popular in 
the community. Despite the sev-
eral-year hiatus from fruit sales, 
the school’s new band director, 
Cullen Waller, has been receiving 
calls from longtime supporters of 
the initiative requesting its return. 

The last day to order fruit is 
Sunday, November 19. Waller 
intends to use proceeds from the 
fruit sale to fund private lessons 
and clinics for the school’s instru-
mental students at no cost to the 
families. The Music Department 
invites everyone to join them for 
their collaborative Winter Music 
Concert on Decem-
ber 14 at 7 p.m.

Create Autumn Leaf 
Prints Sunday, Nov. 5

The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 
Program invites guests of all ages 
to create beautiful prints from 
flattened autumn leaves at the 
free Artful Afternoon workshop 
on Sunday, November 5 at the 
Community Center, Ground Floor 
East space. The activity will be 
led by Community Center Artist-
in-Residence Rachel Ann Cross 
and there will be two seatings: 
from 1 to 2 p.m. and from 2 to 
3 p.m. Advance registration is 
recommended; sign up online at 
bit.ly/3PRBPTp. Walk-ins will be 
welcome as space allows. 

Art materials will be provided 
but guests are encouraged to col-
lect and bring their own flattened 
leaves. Painting clothes are rec-
ommended.

Greenbelt’s arts programs are 
supported in part by a grant from 
the Maryland State Arts Council. 
For additional program informa-
tion, visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts. 

Goddard Hosts Bottle
Rocket Launch Event

Arm & Hammer Baking Soda 
is calling all future astronauts to 
join them for an out-of-this-world 
event, launching homemade bak-
ing soda bottle rockets.   

Arm and Hammer will host a 
baking soda bottle rocket launch 
in partnership with the NASA 
Goddard Visitor Center. Elemen-
tary- and middle-school-aged 
kids in the Greenbelt community 
are invited to bring their families 
and launch their own baking soda 
bottle rocket with other members 
of the community.  

This event will happen on 
Sunday,  November 5,  f rom 
noon to 1 p.m. at the NASA 
G o d d a r d  Vi s i t o r  C e n t e r . 
At tendees  must  s ign up a t 
a r m a n d h a m m e r. w y n g . c o m /
BottleRocketLaunchRegistration 
to secure a spot as space is 
limited. Attendees should arrive 
with a bottle rocket already 
made, using the tutorial on 
BakingSodaRocket.com for a 
step-by-step 
guide. 

http://www.madtheater.org
http://tools.greenbeltmakers.org
http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov
http://greenbeltorchestra.org
mailto:alarsen@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:alarsen@greenbeltmd.gov
http://bit.ly/3PRBPTp
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
http://armandhammer.wyng.com/BottleRocketLaunchRegistration
http://armandhammer.wyng.com/BottleRocketLaunchRegistration
http://BakingSodaRocket.com
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Obituaries

Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Greenbelt 
residents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  We try to include 
information about participa-
tion in various activities and  
organizations, where the per-
son lived and something about 
the family.  A photograph and 
service information should be 
included.  There is no charge.

One Hillside Road

Join Us Sunday Join Us Sunday 
10:15 AM 10:15 AM 

for Worship for Worship 
and Church School  and Church School  

www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

We are an  
Open and Affirming 

Church

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Helen Warner German 
who lived most of her life in 
Greenbelt. She died on October 
23. We are grateful for her many 
years of service to the community 
as a letter carrier, volunteer fire-
fighter and EMT. 

Our sympathies to the family 
and friends of Pat Hand, who 
lived in Greenbelt for many 
years. She was a longtime mem-
ber of Greenbelt Community 
Church, UCC and her funeral 
was held there on October 30. 

Congratulations to Pamela 
Hamlin who has been named 
as a 2023 honoree of the PBS 
Early Learning Champions pro-
gram. The awards recognize and 
celebrate passionate educators of 
students from infancy to second 
grade.

The Ten Commandments
#9-You Shall Not Lie

Exodus 20:16

The Bible Says…   

IN PERSON Sunday Worship Services
10a-11:15a @ Greenbelt Elementary School

(66 Ridge Rd.)

MCFcc.org

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church 
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt 

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors      
  facebook.com/mowattumc 

301-474-9410
Pastor Evelyn Romero

In-Person Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Come as you are

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
of GREENBELT

MASS
Sundays 10:00 a.m.

City Council Room
25 Crescent Road

ALL ARE WELCOME!

OR - Join us on ZOOM!
For ZOOM link:

FDeBernardo@aol.com

“There can be no doubt whatever that if the daystar of justice, 
which the clouds of tyranny have obscured, were to shed its 
light upon men, the face of the earth would be completely 

transformed.”   – Bahá’u’lláh

www.greenbeltbahais.org
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review November 2, 2023

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
Offering hybrid services, online and in-person activities
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org 
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

November 5, 2023 at 3:00 pm
The Unexpected Journey

Andy McIntire with Worship Associate Lula Beatty

What do you do when you can’t complete your long planned pilgrimage? Rather than 
giving up Andy found a new way to reach the heart of the journey. 

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Streaming to our Facebook page, on Zoom and in person at 3:00 at: 
University Christian Church, 6800 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD

Our profound thanks to Judith 
“J” Davis and Konrad Herling for 
their many years of faithful ser-
vice to the residents of Greenbelt 
as city council members. 

Good luck to the Eleanor Roo-
sevelt soccer team on reaching 
the state quarter finals to be held 
this weekend. 

On November 9, Sandra Lange 
will be 83 years old.  Some 
may remember her for being 
the president of the Labor Day 
Festival for four years, for chair-
ing Greenbelt’s 50th Anniver-
sary Committee, for founding the 
Greenbelt Museum, for being se-
lected as Greenbelt’s Outstanding 
Citizen in 1987, or for commis-
sioning and presenting the sold-
out performances of the play, The 
Greenbelt Story. Or just for being 
on the masthead of The Greenbelt 
News Review for 56 years!

Send details of your news to 
editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Helen Warner German
Helen Gary Warner German, 

70, who lived almost all of her 
life in Greenbelt, died on October 
23, at Rockville Nursing Home, 
almost seven years after receiv-
ing a traumatic brain injury from 
a car accident from which she 
never recovered. 

The daughter of the late Ja-
cob and Leah Warner, longtime 
Greenbelt residents, Helen was 
born in Washington, D.C., on 
June 21, 1953. She graduated 
from Parkdale High School and 
the University of Maryland. 

Helen retired from the U.S. 
Postal Service where she served 
as a letter carrier in College Park 
for many years. She was a volun-
teer firefighter with the Berwyn 
Heights Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment as well as an EMT, and 
began her second career as a 
paramedic with LifeStar, where 
she worked at the time of her ac-
cident in 2016. 

Helen was adventurous, loved 
the beach, reading great books, 
fishing and camping. She ran the 
Marine Corps Marathon, did scu-
ba diving and traveled the world. 
She made the world a better, 
brighter place, with her big per-
sonality, generosity and love of 
life. Everyone should be so lucky 
to have a Helen in their life. 

Helen is survived by countless 
friends, especially her caretaker 
of the last several years, Debbie 
Martin. She is also survived by 
brother David (Melody) Warner, 
niece Alice (Marc) Brosey and 
great-nephew Elijah Brosey, all of 
Lenoir City, Tenn. She considered 
herself an aunt to several of her 
friends’ children. 

The family requests that in 
lieu of flowers, donations be sent 
to Berwyn Heights Volunteer 
Fire Department, the Friends of 
Greenbelt Theatre or the organi-
zations helping those she loved: 
Camp Care, P.O. Box 35072, 
Charlotte, NC 28235, Cure HHT, 
P.O. Box 329, Monkton, MD 
21111, or one’s own favored 
medical charity. 

Longtime Green-
belter Grace “Pat” 
Hand died in her sleep 
two weeks ago at the 
nursing home where 
she was residing near 
Tampa, Fla. She had 
only recently moved 
there after spending 
five years with her 
daughter Barbara and 
her husband Larry 
Wildoner, also former 
Greenbelters.  She was 
90 years old. Pat is 
also survived by a son Scott (Di-
Ann), four grandchildren (Sarah 
Daye, Nichol, Amanda and Jody) 
and six great-grandchildren, all of 
whom she loved dearly.

Pat was born in Dayton, Ohio, 
and graduated from Elyria High 
School. She subsequently gradu-
ated from Virginia Intermont 
College in Bristol, Va., which 
straddles the border of West Vir-
ginia. She married William Wal-
ter “Bill” Hand in 1954. They 
had their son Scott while living 
in Ohio. Pat and Bill moved to 
Greenbelt to accommodate Bill’s 
job in the late 1950s.  They wel-
comed Barbara after arriving in 
Greenbelt. 

Pat was a secretary for three 
attorneys before working for 
two different judges at the U.S.  
District Court for Maryland. Bill 
Hand died in 2003 and she resid-
ed at the home she and Bill es-
tablished in Boxwood Village for 
another 15 years. After Barbara 
and Larry moved to Georgia for 
his job, Pat started spending the 
winters at their new home and 
would return to Greenbelt for the 
summers. She later relinquished 
her travels and moved down 
with Barbara’s family perma-
nently. She remained a member 
of Greenbelt Community Church, 
where we met many years ago, 
until her death.

At the service held for her, 
Pastor Clara Young related that 
she met Pat while Pat was still 
living in Greenbelt off and on. 
She noted that the church had 
adopted methods for transmitting 
services over Zoom due to pan-
demic restrictions. She said Pat 
was happy about that because she 
could continue to attend church 
off-site, and she did so nearly 
every week. Her son Scott stated 
that many of her conversations 
were about Greenbelt and the 

In Memoriam

Remembering Pat Hand
by Rick Ransom

great life she and her 
friends had.

The Pat I knew had 
a wonderful sense of 
humor and retained a 
childlike wonderment 
and joy when she en-
countered new things 
or happy experiences. 
Jim Giese related that 
he knew Pat and Bill 
in his much younger 
days when he was still 
the city manager. He 
said most of their so-

cial acquaintances were older and 
that Pat always stated she was 
“the baby of the group.” He re-
counted a specific instance when 
a group of friends had gone on a 
local shopping trip to Four Cor-
ners, Va. Upon leaving to return, 
everyone had piled back into the 
car except Jim’s wife Bernie. Jim 
started to pull away when he 
heard Pat say, in a voice filled 
with laughter and irony, “Aren’t 
you forgetting someone, Jim?” 

Pat’s good friends Shirley Pray 
and Bea McCarthy remembered 
annual trips to Kitty Hawk, N.C., 
and later to Florida when Pat 
moved there with Barbara. Bernie, 
now deceased, had good memo-
ries of a trip to the Strawberry 
Farm in Florida. Shirley talked 
of visiting Pat on her way home 
from her frequent trips south. 
Mike McAndrew was Pat’s neigh-
bor in Boxwood.  He said the 
Hands had the best neighborhood 
parties, featuring adults and their 
children along with many friends 
from church and the community. 

Pat and I got to know each 
other better after Bill died. She 
was naturally a little less involved 
in home life. We swapped stories 
about church activities and dif-
ferent members’ experiences. She 
laughed much and loved a lot. I 
am thankful for her friendship.
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Pat Hand

mailto:FDeBernardo@aol.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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MEETINGS FOR NOVEMBER 6 - 10

Monday, November 6, NO MEETING

Wednesday, November 8, NO MEETING

Thursday, November 9 at 7 pm, PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE, On the Agenda: Review of Updated General Orders

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 to 
submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-
8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. This schedule is subject 
to change. For confirmation that a meeting is being held call (301) 474-
8000. For information on public participation for the meetings above, 
visit the meetings calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing 
together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

City Information & Events
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 

City Offices will be closed on Friday, November 10,  
in observance of Veterans’ Day. 

THE GREENBELT CONNECTION WILL NOT BE OPERATING.

REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE 
Week of November 6 

Monday Route – Collected Monday 
Tuesday Route – Collected Tuesday 

Wednesday Route – Collected Wednesday 
Thursday Route – Collected Thursday

There will be no appliance, odd metals, hard plastics, or yard waste 
collections on Friday, November 10.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 
Dates & Deadlines for 2023 City Council Elections

Early voting begins  11/04

Training session for election judges and clerks  11/06

Election (7 am - 8 pm) 11/07

Mail-in ballots must be received (by 6 pm) 11/07

Final Campaign Contributions & Expenditures Report (12 pm) 11/10

Charter meeting for swearing-in (7:30 pm) 11/13

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City Clerk, at (301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

GREENBELT CITY CALENDAR
Be sure to check out 
the City calendar for 
all up to date events at 
greenbeltmd.gov/calendar.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION 
TRANSPORTATION TO POLLING PLACES

On Tuesday, November 7, 2023, the Greenbelt Connection will provide free 
transportation to polling locations for City voters between the hours of 8:30 am and 
3:30 pm. Citizens who wish to avail themselves of this service should call:

GREENBELT CONNECTION: (301) 474-4100

to schedule their transportation.  In addition, the City bus will make scheduled pick-
ups at

GREEN RIDGE HOUSE AT 10:30 AM AND 2:30 PM

and will return to Green Ridge House after the voters have cast their ballots at the 
Community Center.

BUDDY ATTICK PARK 
MASTER PLAN MEETING 

November 15 at 7 PM 
Council Chambers, 
Municipal Building

Agenda: Survey results, park analysis/
assessment, concept approaches, 
public feedback.

ARTFUL AFTERNOON 
WORKSHOP 

Sunday, November 5 at 1-3 pm 
Greenbelt Community Center 

Ground Floor East

Learn how to create autumn leaf prints 
with Rachel Ann Cross!

All ages welcome. FREE.  Details & 
sign-up: https://bit.ly/3PRBPTp.

HOLIDAY FOOD BOX 
REGISTRATION OPEN FOR NOVEMBER

Registrations open for the Holiday Food Box on November 1. For more information 
or to register, call (240) 424-0302 or email bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

A December Holiday Food Box will be open for registration on December 1!

SPONSOR THE 2023 GOBBLE WOBBLE 5K FAMILY RUN & WALK
Greenbelt Recreation is seeking local businesses and organizations interested in 
supporting the Gobble Wobble and its continued success.

Sponsorships range from $100 - $500. Depending on sponsor level, sponsorships 
may include logo placement on advertisements, on shirts, promotional materials, 
and more! If your business or organization is interested in sponsoring this year’s 
Gobble Wobble, please contact Recreation at (301) 397-2200 or by email at 
aphelan@greenbeltmd.gov.

All sponsorships must be received by Monday, October 30.

WEED WARRIORS: PULL & PLANT
NOVEMBER 4, 10 AM - 1 PM 

Buddy Attick Park, 555 Crescent Road
Be a part of the community effort to restore native plant species 
to the environment at Buddy Attick Park. Volunteers will work with 
Public Works staff to remove invasive plant species and install native 
trees and shrubs in the understory.
Register by email at kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov.

COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
VACANCIES 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!
Volunteering for City of Greenbelt 
Committees & Boards is an 
excellent opportunity to engage 
with your community and make a 
difference. Choose from a number 
of committees & boards such as 
the Senior Citizens Advisory 
Committee, the Youth Advisory 
Committee, or the Advisory 
Committee on Education, Arts 
Advisory Board, Board of Elections, 
Community Relations Advisory 
Board, Employee Relations 
Advisory Board, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory 
Committee on Environmental 
Sustainability, or the Park and 
Recreation Advisory Board and 
make a difference in Greenbelt!

By dedicating your time and 
expertise, you will help shape the 
future of Greenbelt and create a 
community that values the voices 
of all its residents. Take the first 
step towards making a positive 
impact and apply for one of these 
committee vacancies today!

Call (301) 474-8000.

GREENBELT ARPA GRANT PROGRAMS 
Applications Rolling Through December 29, 2023

To better assist Greenbelt individuals, families, and businesses affected by 
COVID-19, Greenbelt’s ARPA programs have extended deadlines through the end 
of the year for grants and other assistance.

To view grant programs, or to see how other ARPA programs are helping your 
community recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, visit www.engagegreenbelt.org.

MEDICAL DONATIONS NEEDED 
Wednesday, November 15, 11 am - 1 pm, Community Center GFE
Have any medical gear gathering cobwebs? Seeking wheelchairs, walkers, bedside 
commodes, shower chairs, or any other gear. Donations Needed A donation drive-
thrudrop-off event for durable medical equipment. 

Contact Dominique Kheav at dkheav@greenbeltmd.gov or (301) 615-1225.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION
As required by Section 14 of the City Charter, Greenbelt will hold a regular 
City Election on

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2023

Polls will be open from 7 am to 8 pm

On Election Day, you may vote at ANY polling place throughout the 
City, regardless of precinct. Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/elections for 

polling locations.

Any qualified registered voter with an address within the corporate limits of 
the City of Greenbelt may vote in City elections. 

If you have any questions regarding the upcoming election, please call the 
City offices at (301) 474-8000, use Maryland Relay (711), or send an email to 
the City Clerk at banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

A sample ballot is available on a flier at the Municipal Building and on the 
City website at www.greenbeltmd.gov.

CITY ELECTION INFORMATION

EARLY VOTING 
ANY REGISTERED GREENBELT VOTER 

MAY CHOOSE TO VOTE BY 
EARLY VOTING 

NO MORE EXCUSES!

EARLY VOTING:  Any qualified 
voter of the City of Greenbelt may 
choose to vote by EARLY VOTING.  

EARLY VOTING DATES AND 
LOCATIONS

DROP BOX IS LOCATED IN 
FRONT OF EACH CENTER 
LISTED BELOW

Greenbelt Community Center –  
(15 Crescent Road) 
Saturday, November 4, 10 am – 3 pm 
Sunday, November 5, 10 am – 3 pm

Schrom Hills Park Clubhouse – 
(6915 Hanover Parkway) 
Saturday, November 4, 10 am – 3 pm 
Sunday, November 5, 10 am – 3 pm

Springhill Lake Recreation Center 
– (6101 Cherrywood Lane) 
Saturday, November 4, 10 am – 3 pm 
Sunday, November 5, 10 am – 3 pm

SAMPLE BALLOT
Greenbelt City Election

November 7, 2023

 OFFICIAL CITY OF GREENBELT, MD ELECTION BALLOT
 BOLETA ELECTORAL OFICIAL DE LA CIUDAD DE GREENBELT, MD
 NOVEMBER 07, 2023 / 7 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2023

 INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER:
 To vote your choice, COMPLETELY FILL IN the oval        to the left of your choice. Use only a black or blue
 pen to mark your ballot. Use the same pen for all markings you place on the ballot.
 INSTRUCCIONES PARA EL VOTANTE:
 Para votar por su elección, COMPLETEMENTE RELLENE el óvalo         a la izquierda de su elección. Use
 solo un bolígrafo negro o azul para marcar su boleta. Utilice el mismo bolígrafo para todas las marcas que
 coloque en la boleta.
 COUNCILMEMBER /
 MIEMBRO DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL
 VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN SEVEN (7) /
 VOTE POR NO MÁS DE SIETE (7)

 RIC B. GORDON

 MATTHEW A. INZEO

 JENNIFER A. POMPI

 RODNEY M. ROBERTS

 MOSES N. SEKATAWA

 JAMES R. WHIPPLE

 WILLIAM A. ORLEANS

 EMMETT V. JORDAN

 KRISTEN L. K. WEAVER

 DANIELLE P. MCKINNEY

 SILKE I. POPE

 ADVISORY QUESTION ON VOTING BY RESIDENT NONCITIZENS

 Shall Section 15 (“Voters”) of the Charter of the City of Greenbelt be
 amended to read as follows: (Note: Underscoring indicates language
 to be added to the City Charter. [Brackets indicate language to be
 removed.])
 A qualified voter within the meaning of this charter shall be [any
 person] every citizen of the United States who is a resident of the City
 of Greenbelt and [who] is duly registered with Prince George's
 County under [the] applicable provisions of [Article 33 of] the
 Annotated Code of Maryland; if not a U.S. citizen, then a resident
 registered to vote with the City Clerk; provided that eligibility to vote in
 any City election shall be subject to applicable [registration deadlines
 as set forth] law in the Charter and Code of the City.

 Charter Amendment Question:
 “Should Greenbelt residents who meet residency requirements but
 are not U.S. citizens be allowed to vote in City elections?”

 PREGUNTA DE ASESORAMIENTO SOBRE EL VOTO DE
 RESIDENTES NO CIUDADANOS
 ¿Se enmendará la Sección 15 ('Votantes') de la Carta de la Ciudad
 de Greenbelt para que lea de la siguiente manera: (Nota: El
 subrayado indica el lenguaje que se agregará a la Carta de la
 Ciudad. [Los corchetes indican el lenguaje que se eliminará].)
 Un votante calificado según lo definido en esta carta será [cualquier
 persona] todo ciudadano de los Estados Unidos que sea residente
 de la Ciudad de Greenbelt y [que] esté debidamente registrado en el
 Condado de Prince George bajo [las] disposiciones aplicables del
 [Artículo 33 de] Código Anotado de Maryland; si no es ciudadano de
 los Estados Unidos, entonces un residente registrado para votar con
 el Secretario de la Ciudad; siempre que la elegibilidad para votar en
 cualquier elección de la Ciudad esté sujeta a las disposiciones
 aplicables de [los plazos de registro según lo establecido en] la ley
 en la Carta y el Código de la Ciudad.

 Pregunta de Enmienda a la Carta:
 "¿Debería permitirse que los residentes de Greenbelt que cumplan
 con los requisitos de residencia pero que no sean ciudadanos de los
 Estados Unidos puedan votar en las elecciones de la Ciudad?"

 FOR the Charter Amendment /
 A FAVOR de la Enmienda a la Carta
 AGAINST the Charter Amendment /
 EN CONTRA de la Enmienda a la Carta

 OFFICIAL CITY OF GREENBELT, MD ELECTION BALLOT
 BOLETA ELECTORAL OFICIAL DE LA CIUDAD DE GREENBELT, MD
 NOVEMBER 07, 2023 / 7 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2023

 INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER:
 To vote your choice, COMPLETELY FILL IN the oval        to the left of your choice. Use only a black or blue
 pen to mark your ballot. Use the same pen for all markings you place on the ballot.
 INSTRUCCIONES PARA EL VOTANTE:
 Para votar por su elección, COMPLETEMENTE RELLENE el óvalo         a la izquierda de su elección. Use
 solo un bolígrafo negro o azul para marcar su boleta. Utilice el mismo bolígrafo para todas las marcas que
 coloque en la boleta.
 COUNCILMEMBER /
 MIEMBRO DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL
 VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN SEVEN (7) /
 VOTE POR NO MÁS DE SIETE (7)

 RIC B. GORDON

 MATTHEW A. INZEO

 JENNIFER A. POMPI

 RODNEY M. ROBERTS

 MOSES N. SEKATAWA

 JAMES R. WHIPPLE

 WILLIAM A. ORLEANS

 EMMETT V. JORDAN

 KRISTEN L. K. WEAVER

 DANIELLE P. MCKINNEY

 SILKE I. POPE

 ADVISORY QUESTION ON VOTING BY RESIDENT NONCITIZENS

 Shall Section 15 (“Voters”) of the Charter of the City of Greenbelt be
 amended to read as follows: (Note: Underscoring indicates language
 to be added to the City Charter. [Brackets indicate language to be
 removed.])
 A qualified voter within the meaning of this charter shall be [any
 person] every citizen of the United States who is a resident of the City
 of Greenbelt and [who] is duly registered with Prince George's
 County under [the] applicable provisions of [Article 33 of] the
 Annotated Code of Maryland; if not a U.S. citizen, then a resident
 registered to vote with the City Clerk; provided that eligibility to vote in
 any City election shall be subject to applicable [registration deadlines
 as set forth] law in the Charter and Code of the City.

 Charter Amendment Question:
 “Should Greenbelt residents who meet residency requirements but
 are not U.S. citizens be allowed to vote in City elections?”

 PREGUNTA DE ASESORAMIENTO SOBRE EL VOTO DE
 RESIDENTES NO CIUDADANOS
 ¿Se enmendará la Sección 15 ('Votantes') de la Carta de la Ciudad
 de Greenbelt para que lea de la siguiente manera: (Nota: El
 subrayado indica el lenguaje que se agregará a la Carta de la
 Ciudad. [Los corchetes indican el lenguaje que se eliminará].)
 Un votante calificado según lo definido en esta carta será [cualquier
 persona] todo ciudadano de los Estados Unidos que sea residente
 de la Ciudad de Greenbelt y [que] esté debidamente registrado en el
 Condado de Prince George bajo [las] disposiciones aplicables del
 [Artículo 33 de] Código Anotado de Maryland; si no es ciudadano de
 los Estados Unidos, entonces un residente registrado para votar con
 el Secretario de la Ciudad; siempre que la elegibilidad para votar en
 cualquier elección de la Ciudad esté sujeta a las disposiciones
 aplicables de [los plazos de registro según lo establecido en] la ley
 en la Carta y el Código de la Ciudad.

 Pregunta de Enmienda a la Carta:
 "¿Debería permitirse que los residentes de Greenbelt que cumplan
 con los requisitos de residencia pero que no sean ciudadanos de los
 Estados Unidos puedan votar en las elecciones de la Ciudad?"

 FOR the Charter Amendment /
 A FAVOR de la Enmienda a la Carta
 AGAINST the Charter Amendment /
 EN CONTRA de la Enmienda a la Carta

 OFFICIAL CITY OF GREENBELT, MD ELECTION BALLOT
 BOLETA ELECTORAL OFICIAL DE LA CIUDAD DE GREENBELT, MD
 NOVEMBER 07, 2023 / 7 DE NOVIEMBRE DE 2023

 INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER:
 To vote your choice, COMPLETELY FILL IN the oval        to the left of your choice. Use only a black or blue
 pen to mark your ballot. Use the same pen for all markings you place on the ballot.
 INSTRUCCIONES PARA EL VOTANTE:
 Para votar por su elección, COMPLETEMENTE RELLENE el óvalo         a la izquierda de su elección. Use
 solo un bolígrafo negro o azul para marcar su boleta. Utilice el mismo bolígrafo para todas las marcas que
 coloque en la boleta.
 COUNCILMEMBER /
 MIEMBRO DEL CONCEJO MUNICIPAL
 VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN SEVEN (7) /
 VOTE POR NO MÁS DE SIETE (7)

 RIC B. GORDON

 MATTHEW A. INZEO

 JENNIFER A. POMPI

 RODNEY M. ROBERTS

 MOSES N. SEKATAWA

 JAMES R. WHIPPLE

 WILLIAM A. ORLEANS

 EMMETT V. JORDAN
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 to be added to the City Charter. [Brackets indicate language to be
 removed.])
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 of Greenbelt and [who] is duly registered with Prince George's
 County under [the] applicable provisions of [Article 33 of] the
 Annotated Code of Maryland; if not a U.S. citizen, then a resident
 registered to vote with the City Clerk; provided that eligibility to vote in
 any City election shall be subject to applicable [registration deadlines
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 [Artículo 33 de] Código Anotado de Maryland; si no es ciudadano de
 los Estados Unidos, entonces un residente registrado para votar con
 el Secretario de la Ciudad; siempre que la elegibilidad para votar en
 cualquier elección de la Ciudad esté sujeta a las disposiciones
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LEAF VACUUM SCHEDULE | FALL 2023-2024
The City Public Works Department will again collect loose leaves from the 
following areas with the leaf vacuum from October 30, 2023 until January 2024. 
We remind residents to rake the leaves to the curb, but not into the street, and to 
remove all sticks and stones from the pile as these can damage the machinery. 
Areas to be collected will be posted as in past years. We also remind residents 
NOT to park in front of leaf piles.

OCTOBER 30 - 
NOVEMBER 3

Lakeside,  
Greenspring I & II

NOVEMBER 6 - 9
Boxwood

NOVEMBER 13 - 17
Woodland Hills

NOVEMBER 20 - 22
Lakewood

NOVEMBER 27 - 
DECEMBER 1

Lakeside,  
Greenspring I & II

DECEMBER 4 - 8
Boxwood

DECEMBER 11 - 15
Woodland Hills

DECEMBER 18 - 22
Lakewood,  

Greenspring I & II

DECEMBER 26 - 29
Lakeside

CURRENT CARES PROGRAMS

CARES is happy to provide the following programs FREE of charge this fall: 
Emergency Diaper Program, Family and Unpaid Caregiver Resource Fair, 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Month Webinar Series, Coffee & Conversations, two Free 
Produce Distribution events, Mental Health and Suicide Prevention in Older Adults 
webinar, Staying Strong webinar, and more.

For descriptions and information, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/CARESprograms.

GREENBELT CARES Individual Adult Therapy
Greenbelt CARES currently has openings for Individual Adult Therapy. 

Please call (301) 345-6660 or email cares@greenbeltmd.gov.

BRING YOUR OWN BAG 
ORDINANCE

Effective January 1, 2024, the City of 
Greenbelt’s Bring Your Own Bag bill 
aims to reduce single-use plastic bag 
waste and litter in our local waterways 
and tributary system.

The Bring Your Own Bag Bill will 
prohibit a retail establishment from 
providing a plastic carryout bag to 
shoppers and can charge at least 10 
cents for each paper bag provided to 
a customer at the point of sale. 

The City of Greenbelt recommends 
the use of reusable bags, defined 
as: A bag with stitched handles 
specifically designed and 
manufactured for multiple reuses, 
made of cloth or other washable 
fabric; a durable material suitable for 
multiple re-use that is NOT made of 
plastic film.

For more information on this bill, visit 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/BYOBO.

NOVEMBER EMERGENCY DIAPER PROGRAM
Greenbelt CARES is supporting Greenbelt families in 
need of diapers. Please note that you must sign-up 
each month and the date & time will be provided after 
signing-up.
Parents must present proof of Greenbelt residency 
displaying parent’s name and residential address, 
state-issued photo ID, each child’s birth certificate.
For more information call (240) 424-0302 or email 
bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.

FREE PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Community Center: 1 - 3 pm, Community Center, Ground Floor East.

Contact:  bgarcia@greenbeltmd.gov.
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Help Arianna Bridges of 
Greenbelt compete in the 

National American Miss Crown 
2023 in Florida.

She has been selected as  
Greenbelt’s representative.

Assist her in pursuing her dream 
by contributing to her 
Gofundme campaign.

https://gofund.me/32eeb28f

Who doesn’t love a bagel and 
a cup of coffee on a Sunday 
morning? On October 22, Mish-
kan Torah held its first Sun-
days @ MT event, complete with 
freshly brewed coffee and bagels 
from Goldberg’s in Silver Spring. 
The aim of Sundays @ MT, an 
ongoing monthly event open to 
everyone in the community, is to 
bring people back to the syna-
gogue in person to learn, social-
ize and connect. 

Several activities catering to 
folks of all ages took place be-
tween 9 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. in 
and around the synagogue. The 
Social Action committee led a 
birding walk at the nearby Patux-
ent Research Refuge, and after-
ward the participants repaired to 
Mishkan Torah for refreshments. 

Mishkan Torah Kicks Off Its
New Sundays @ MT Series

by Karen Knee

A book club held its inaugu-
ral meeting, discussing Michael 
Chabon’s Pulitzer Prize winning 
novel The Amazing Adventures 
of Kavalier and Clay. Another 
group discussed current events. 
The Hebrew School had its regu-
lar Sunday morning class and a 
playgroup for younger children, 
ages newborn to five, met in an 
adjacent room. About 40 people 
attended. 

Sundays @ MT will be hap-
pening again on November 12 
and December 17. Specific ac-
tivities will vary from month to 
month. This event – including the 
bagels – is free, and everyone is 
welcome to participate. To learn 
more, visit mishkantorah.org or 
email membership@mishkantorah.
org. 

Participants enjoy the event at Mishkan Torah.
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The first Sunday @ MT event
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One cookie at a time, Green-
belt is addressing teen bullying 
in the community and creating 
a ‘Bridge of Caring.’ Along an 
isolated winding path through 
the woods near Greenbelt Middle 
School and Beltway Plaza, Cook-
ies on the Bridge has heard from 
parents about students being ha-
rassed while walking home from 
Greenbelt Middle School.  Cook-
ies on the Bridge volunteers have 
decided to explore the possibility 
of expanding a visible presence 
after student dismissal from the 
school.

Volunteers who are looking for 
something fun and worthwhile to 
do should consider participating 
in Cookies on the Bridge week-
days from 3:40 to 4:30 p.m. The 
location will be near the rear of 
Target. Volunteers with cook-
ies will meet Greenbelt Middle 
School students on their walk 
home each day. With enough 
volunteers, the children will be 
greeted with happy smiles and 
cookies every day after school 
just as the Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School students are met 
each afternoon after walking over 

Gladys Noon Spellman is no 
longer with us, but the impact of 
her hard work years ago contin-
ues to impact Greenbelt. Spell-
man served Greenbelt for over 
18 years in various capacities, 
including as a member of Con-
gress, the Prince George’s County 
Commissioners and the County 
Council. She was instrumental 
in bringing together the Fed-
eral Highway Administration and 
National Park Service to create 
a pedestrian bridge to connect 
Greenbelt and allow safe passage 
over the Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway. More than 40 years lat-
er, the bridge is a crucial crossing 
point for many, including students 
heading from central Greenbelt to 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School. 

In a city divided by highways, 
the overpass is a relief as a con-
nector between neighborhoods. 
One pleasant afternoon, people 
walked their pets, or strolled with 
friends and used it to go shop-
ping without a car. Some have 
discovered the fun of riding their 
bike over and back again. All are 
travelling above the busy high-
way that was such an obstacle 
years ago.

Unfortunately, the spot has 
also been the site of crime and 
violence. In fact, fights started 
breaking out regularly in the park 
beside the path to the bridge and 
students were robbed on their 
way to or from school. Out of 
this predicament Cookies on the 
Bridge was founded, an anti-
bullying project that places vol-
unteers at the Spellman Overpass 
to offer cookies to youngsters 
heading home from school each 
afternoon. The program began 
about eight years ago, providing 
an adult presence as a deterrent 
to misbehavior. The volunteers 
also offer carrots and, impor-
tantly, a friendly adult presence.

Students who use the bridge 
to make their way home from 

Cookies on the Bridge Offers
Model for Safety, Community

by Molly Page

Cookies on Bridge Explores
Expansion; Needs Volunteers

by Robert Goldberg-Strassler

the Spellman Bridge. The goal 
of Cookies on the Bridge is to 
ensure the safety of students as 
they make their way home. Smil-
ing faces and cookies at the end 
of a long school day are a great 
way to give students a boost and 
ensure they are safe. Volunteers 
provide their own cookies on 
their day to meet the children.

 Contact Robert Goldberg-
Strassler at spreadruak@gmail.
com to volunteer to meet and 
greet the middle school students 
after school one or more days 
each week.

school are enthusiastic about 
the program. “I look forward to 
those cookies to give me energy 
at the end of a busy day,” one 
student told this reporter. Another 
enthused about the brand-name 
Oreos. This is the favorite part of 
my day,” said one student. “They 
have carrots for the vegetarians,” 
said one teenager, not realizing 
Oreos are vegan, and clearly 
searching for a purpose for the 
carrots.

The youths clearly got more 
than the cookies out of the inter-

actions. “It feels safe to see these 
cookie adults whom we don’t 
know, but feel like we do,” said 
another highschooler. “I like it 
when they bring their children,” 
shared one. “One person gave 
me tips on how to help my ankle 
heal because I had hurt it recent-
ly,” commented another. “They 
give us positive reinforcement,” 
reflected another. “They greet us 
and say things like ‘Good work!’ 
Or ‘You’re doing great! Keep up 
the good work!’” agreed yet an-
other. The teens enjoyed not just 
the treat but also the connection 
and the community-building.

On the day this reporter vis-
ited the overpass between 3:15 
and 4 p.m., there were initially 
no cookie-givers – RUAK (Ran-
dom Unselfish Acts of Kindness) 
is currently looking for more vol-
unteers to help with the program 
– but after a while a woman and 
her young son arrived, holding 
out a box of cookies and the list 
of ingredients if the teens needed 
to see them. 

The stops are 30 seconds, 
but the good feelings last a lot 
longer. What better way to keep 
our young ones safe and teach 
unselfish random acts of kindness 
than to share a cookie and a kind 
word with someone?

If you’d like to volunteer to 
help share cookies on the bridge 
contact RUAK at spreadruak@
gmail.com.

Spe l lman  Over-
pass, the pedestrian 
bridge over the Bal-
timore-Washington 
Parkway

Waiting for students

- Photos by Molly Page

http://mishkantorah.org
mailto:membership@mishkantorah.org
mailto:membership@mishkantorah.org
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
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At its final meeting of the cur-
rent term on October 22, 2023, 
council recognized Councilmem-
bers Judith Davis and Konrad 
Herling, whose respective terms 
expire shortly and who are not 
running for re-election.

Davis noted that she had not 
only served on council for 30 
years but on the city’s Advi-
sory Planning Board for 50 years. 
Contrary to those who feel that 
Greenbelt offers fewer ameni-
ties now than in the past, Davis 
replied, “But I’d like to believe, 
as I look back, that the city has 
grown and moved in a positive 
direction.” She went on to list 
many projects that she has sup-
ported through the years includ-

Council Lauds Retiring Members
ing Schrom Hills Park, Greenbelt 
Cinema, Greenbelt Museum, Po-
lice Station, Skate Park, Commu-
nity Center, Buddy Attick Park, 
the Aquatic & Fitness Center, 
Roosevelt Center and the Forest 
Preserve. For all of these ac-
complishments Davis attributed 
their success to working with 
others. Mayor Emmett Jordan led 
a standing ovation from council-
members and all present. 

As a nearly lifelong resident 
of Greenbelt and a former coun-
cilmember, Herling thanked coun-
cil for the opportunity to fin-
ish out the term of Colin Byrd. 
Herling also recalled the many 
improvements that had occurred 
during his time in the city. 

On  F r iday,  Oc tobe r  27 , 
candidates for Greenbelt City 
Council were required to submit 
their second interim financial 
reports by noon. These reports 
detail campaign contributions: 
where they have come from and 
campaign expenditures. Those 
reports are available on the city’s 
website at greenbeltmd.gov/
government/city-administration/
ci ty-clerk-s-off ice/e lect ion-
information/2023-city-council-
candidates. 

At the time of press, candidate 
Moses Sekatawa had not filed his 
second interim report. Shaniya 
Lashley-Mullen, from the city 
manager’s office, told the News 
Review that Sekatawa will be 
fined $50 per day or partial day 
that he has not filed past Friday’s 
deadline, in line with the city’s 

Election 2023

Council Candidate Sekatawa 
Misses Interim Report Deadline

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

ordinance. 
Additional Consequences 

Possible
According to the City Charter 

(Section 21), “Any person who 
fails to file reports authorized 
herein shall be deemed unquali-
fied to run for election for the 
office of member of the council, 
and the city council, by ordi-
nance, may provide that the board 
of elections remove the person’s 
name from the ballot prior to the 
election.” Lashley-Mullen was 
unable to say at what point a 
candidate will be deemed to have 
failed to file.

Reached on Tuesday, Sekatawa 
was not aware he had missed a 
deadline and told the News Re-
view he’d neither raised funds nor 
had expenditures for the period in 
question.

In celebration of Public Lands 
Day, September 30, the city 
held a conservation steward-
ship event at Buddy Attick Park. 
At the event, Councilmembers 
Silke Pope, Ric Gordon, Kon-
rad Herling, Mayor Emmett Jor-
dan, council candidate Danielle  
McKinney, members of the Elea-
nor Roosevelt High School En-
vironmental Defense Club, park 
rangers, Public Works staff and 
other community members came 
to work. Together they removed 
over four cubic yards of invasive 
species, including English ivy, 
multiflora rose, bush honeysuckle 
and Japanese barberry along the 
edges of the park. 

The day was cool and cloudy, 
great weather to work outside and 
make a difference. The volunteers 
in attendance were excited to pro-
vide a service to the environment. 
Before the work began, Jordan 
talked about National Public 
Lands Day (NPLD) and Buddy 
Attick Park and its importance. 
Kevin Carpenter-Driscoll, the 
city’s environmental coordinator, 
provided a quick training to help 
the volunteers identify the inva-
sive species and provided tools 
and strategies to properly remove 
them. The volunteers worked for 
three hours, removing invasive 
species and creating more space 
and resources for native plants to 
grow and thrive. 

The hours of work contributed 
by teams of volunteers are an 
important resource for the city’s 

Volunteer Crew Tackles Weeds
On National Public Lands Day 

by Nadeeah Fleming

Department of Public Works in 
very time-consuming work. Their 
continued efforts make it possible 
to conserve and restore natural 
resources in Greenbelt and make 
it a better place to live for both 
people and wildlife.  

NPLD was established in 1994 
and is coordinated by the Na-
tional Environmental Education 
Foundation. It is held annually on 

the fourth Saturday of September 
and encourages the public to vol-
unteer to help restore, improve 
and celebrate public lands around 
the country.

Nadeeah Fleming is a Chesa-
peake Conservation and Climate 
Corps member working with the 
Greenbelt Department of Public 
Works.

From left, Mayor Emmett Jordan  works with City of 
Greenbelt park rangers Liz Park and Patrick Mullen and 
community member Jane Huntington to remove English ivy 
from a tulip tree trunk.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
N

A
D

EE
A

H
 F

LE
M

IN
G

Greenbelt City employee Carrie Hannigan hand-sculpted these 
beautiful wire figures and suspended them from the trees in 
her front yard on Lastner Lane, where they spookily twirl 
and dance in the wind and are illumated at night. She said 
she was planning an entire ballroom's worth of them, with 
chandeliers to boot, but ran out of time before Halloween. 
Maybe next year?
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Something for Everyone!

Beer & WIne

Hot or Cold Pumpkin

Spice Lattes

Apple Cider

House-Made Pies

LOCAL

Wenksville, PA

THANKSGIVING COUNTDOWN:

21 DAYS

Early Turkey Special!

Seasonal Drinks

New Deal Café

121 Centerway, Greenbelt • www.greenbelt.coop

Greenbelt 
Farmers 
Market

GreenbeltFarmersMarket.org 

Sundays 10a - 2p
Southway and Centerway

Stock Up on Farm-Fresh 
Ingredients for Thanksgiving!

The Halloween spirit was out 
in force in Greenbelt over recent 
days, with several celebrations 
in the city. Friday, the Pumpkin 
Festival’s final carving took place 
at Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center (see story on page 1) and 
in Roosevelt Center there was a 
Wild Rumpus that same after-
noon. The Rumpus started at 4:30 
p.m. when children and adults 
alike joined a costumed dance 
party and those who gathered 
in the Center were also treated 
to a stunning performance from 
Greenbelt S.I.T.Y. Stars jump 
rope team as well as a flash mob. 

Volunteers with Greenbelt 
Recreation had a bird’s eye view 
of the festivities as they circu-
lated through the crowds in giant 
puppet structures, sharing high 

Halloween 2023Carvings, Costumes, Dance 
Parties and Plenty of Treats

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

fives and hugs. Following the 
trick or treating at the Roosevelt 
businesses, Greenbelt Cinema 
opened their doors for a free 
screening of the short film Toy 
Story of Terror.

On Sunday, at the Farmers 
Market, there was Halloween 
fun with games for children and 
a guest appearance by the ghost 
of Edgar Allan Poe. Later that 
afternoon the Greenbelt Honk! 
Situation held a “Honkin’ Hal-
loween Costume Parade Party” 
in the Center, giving yet another 
chance for folks to show off their 
costumes and their dance moves.

As always, on Halloween 
night Greenbelt’s streets were 
filled with wonderful costumes 
and delighted children for trick or 
treating from 6 to 8 p.m.

At 36 Court Ridge, plenty of monsters and an assortment of full-
sized candy await those who dare to enter the Haunted Hollow on 
Halloween. A representative of each of the available candy options 
is pinned to the deck to aid trick or treaters in their selection.

Dancing at the Wild Rumpus on Friday

Members of the Greenbelt Honk! Situation, from left to 
right, Tamara, Amethyst, Michael, Dave, and in the back-
ground, Dan Gillotte

The ghost of Edgar Allan Poe (Ian Black-
well Rogers)  visited the Greenbelt Farm-
ers Market again this year. Here he cap-
tivates a young listener with The Raven.
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It seems every child has a 
pumpkin.
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Scan for 
Kim’s latest 
listing info

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides by 
Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from sources 
deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements and square 
footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property 
already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC and 
as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE 
Suite 300 Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800 Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, and Dr. 

Richard Duarte are licensed general dentists.

Quality and Affordable 
Emergency Dental Care
$55 emergency dental exam$55 emergency dental exam

includes digital x-rays

Over 500 5-star reviews!
COVID Infection Control Certified

PUMPKINS continued from page 1

Lambright-Davis, the CHEARS 
site-captain for Friday’s carving. 

At the Springhill Lake carv-
ing, the pumpkin seeds and guts 
went straight into the composting 
garden, just a few feet away from 
where they were scooped out, 
to make for an environmentally 
responsible event. Kids played 
lawn games and freeze tag, and 
balls were tossed around amidst 
a radiant festive environment. Ev-
eryone’s hard work was rewarded 
with pizza, candy and refresh-
ments. Festival organizers and 
volunteers successfully brought 
the community together and fully 
infused it with Halloween spirit.

Stewart says the Pumkin Fes-
tival organizers want to make 
the city feel a little smaller. “We 

would love for people to come, 
get outside your own immediate 
community and be a part of your 
whole community,” she told the 
News Review. She hopes having 
more events encourages people to 
come out and be active members 
in the community. 

Stewart and Lambright-Davis 
said that the community makes 
their jobs easy and fun. The 
dedication and effort that the vol-
unteers put into the festival make 
it run smoothly.

“I think we’ve all coined the 
phrase ‘One Greenbelt.’” said 
Lambright-Davis.

Cavit Ireland is a student at 
the University of Maryland’s Phil-
ip Merrill College of Journalism 
writing for the News Review.

Pumpkin seeds are replanted while the discarded parts are used to 
fertilize the garden after the pumpkin-carving event.
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Emancipation Day
Film Screening

The Greenbelt Black History 
and Culture Committee, in col-
laboration with the Greenbelt 
Cinema, is hosting a program 
to commemorate Emancipation 
Day in Maryland, featuring a 
free showing of Descendants, 
a film about the last enslaved 
Africans brought illegally to Ala-
bama.  After the showing Evelyn 
Milton, a descendant of those 
taken to Alabama, and Melisande 
Short-Colomb, a descendant of 
Georgetown University’s 272 
enslaved people who were sold 
by the Jesuits to save the institu-
tion, will be present to provide 
updates and answer questions.

The film will be shown on 
Saturday, November 4 at 2 p.m. 
at Greenbelt Cinema.

Other sponsors are Greenbelt 
Recreation and RUAK. For 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t 
blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.
com. 

Two film reviewers for the 
Greenbelt News Review, Cavit 
Ireland and Anna Socrates, offer 
readers a glimpse of some of the 
thought-provoking films from the 
Utopia Film Festival. 

The Bus 
Directed by Rachel S. Roff
Cavit Ireland: The Bus gives 

an inside look at how a family of 
five lives in a school-bus-turned-
home. The Whitney family left 
San Francisco for the mountains 
of North Carolina so they could 
have their own place where they 
were able to live peacefully. Af-
ter years of the constant grind, 
working all day every day to pay 
the bills, the Whitneys converted 
an old school bus into a kitchen, 
bedroom, living room and rest-
room so they could live comfort-
ably and get more out of life.  
This feel-good short shows an 
unconventional way the Ameri-
can Dream can be reached: on 
wheels. The winter months often 
have the Whitneys wishing for a 
cozy house with a fireplace, and 
they have plans to build a more 
traditional home. For this time of 
their lives, with their young chil-
dren, the bus has offered them a 
kind of freedom in a small space, 
though they’re not sure how 
much longer it’ll continue.

Anna Socrates :  In  th i s 
six-minute short, we caught a 
glimpse of the lives of a family 
of five, who left San Francisco, 
one of the most expensive hous-
ing markets in the United States, 
to relocate to the North Carolina 
mountains and start a new life 
in a renovated school bus. With 
the help of friends and family, 
the young couple did a lot of the 
renovation work themselves to 
create a functional living space in 
a small footprint (the living room 
sofa doubled as the parents’ bed-
room and the kids slept in bunk 
beds in the back of the bus). 

Select Utopia Film Reviews
Not shy about the challenges of 
raising three children in a small 
space, the Whitneys nevertheless 
showed the profound joys of liv-
ing a simpler, yet more abundant 
life. Growing their own food, 
finding a community of the like-
minded, and raising their children 
to be more mindful of nature, 
the young family seems happy 
and fulfilled. The parents admit-
ted their journey in a few years 
might take them to a more fixed, 
permanent residence, but the les-
sons learned will stay with them. 

Shantyboat: 
Rediscovering a River 

Way of Life 
Directed by Dianne Steimel
Socrates: Shantyboat is built 

on the theme of living a simpler 
life. The director followed the 
more than four-year effort of her 
husband and a close friend to 
recreate a wooden shantyboat, 
a mobile dwelling that poorer 
residents of Louisville, Ky., in 
the 19th and early 20th centu-
ries chose as an alternative to 
Louisville’s congested and noi-
some tenement district. Although 
the original shantyboat dwellers 
were driven to river life out of 
economic necessity, mid-20th-
century artist and writer Harlan 
Hubbard and his wife Anna vol-
untarily recreated a shantyboat 
life for themselves in 1947. To-
gether, they built their boat ‒ a 
riverside studio and home ‒ at 
Payne Hollow. Unlike the origi-
nal shantyboaters, the Hubbards 
were relatively well off and well 
educated. Anna, a musician, even 
had a grand piano at Payne Hol-
low. The Hubbards embraced the 
river life; they grew their own 
food, cut wood, fished and lived 
more simply and self-sufficiently 
when most of post-war America 
was on a different path. 

I n s p i r e d  b y  H u b b a r d ’s 

books about the river life, Jerry 
Steimel and his friend Art Baltes 
built their own shantyboat and 
launched their own two-week so-
journ on the Kentucky and Ohio 
Rivers. The film, shot over sev-
eral years, captured the process 
of building the boat, as well as 
the beauty and peace of the early 
morning river, the humorous at-
tempts of Art and Jerry to catch 
their own fish and the community 
of people along the river. Friends 
helped launch the boat, a kind 
lock master shared homemade 
moonshine with Art and Jerry, 
and John, a banjo player, pro-
vided some of the music on the 
soundtrack.

Ireland: This documentary 
follows (very) inexperienced ship-
builders Jerry Steimel and Art 
Baltes as they construct and sail 
their own shantyboat down the 
Kentucky and Ohio Rivers. The 
film discusses the origin of shan-
tyboats, stigmas around shanty-
boaters and why they may have 
had it right all along. Through 
old photos and quotes, the film 
tells the story of the lives of 
Harlan and Anna Hubbard, the 
inspiration for Steimel and Baltes.  
Through their journey of build-
ing their shantyboat, Steimel and 
Baltes faced their fair share of 
obstacles, including a pandemic 
and cancer. They were always 
able to look to Harlan Hubbard 
for advice, whose life emulated a 
man who was at one with nature. 
In a time before serious envi-
ronmentalism, Hubbard lived off 
the land and appreciated every 
moment of it. This film trans-
ports viewers to the heart of 
America that is often overlooked,  

See UTOPIA, page  17

mailto:blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com
mailto:blackhistoryandculturegb@gmail.com
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9:00AM-3:00PM
saturday, 

NOVEMBER 4, 2023

ALDY’SB ARGAINSB
GENTLY USED TREASURES

20+

STORYTIME, CRAFTS, + MORE

BAKE SALE  CRANE CAFÉ&

DOOR PRIZES   WILDLIFE BINGO&

&

LOCAL AUTHORS + BOOK SIGNING

National Wildlife Visitor CenteR
10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop, Laurel, MD

visit friendsofpatuxent.org for more

CRAFTERS
LOCAL ARTISTS shop

The Greenbelt Consumer Cooperative

Saturday, November 4, 2023 at 10:30 a.m.

Greenbelt Community Center Gym

15 Crescent Rd. Greenbelt, MD 20770

Notice of the Annual

Membership Meeting

According to the Co-op's bylaws, 25

members constitute a quorum. In the

absence of a quorum, those present can

schedule another meeting, which can

proceed even in the absence of a quorum. 

Note: Voting members have $100 or

more in their member capital account.

TRADITION continued from page 1

drink, photos of deceased loved 
ones, a censer for copal incense, 
religious figures and papel picado 
– folk-art paper cuttings.

The foods offered often in-
clude favorite dishes of the 
loved ones being remembered. 
In Ramos’ family, dishes of mole 
and tamales are prepared by her 
mother for the occasion. While 
it’s on the altar, the food is for 
the enjoyment of the visiting 
souls, and is not eaten by the 
family. Once the celebration is 
over and the altar is taken down, 
the food may be eaten. The 
baskets covered with decorated 
cloths contain fruit and pan de 
muertos. This special bread, made 
only at this time of year, can 
be purchased at local Hispanic 
bakeries.

The cut-paper banners seen on 
the front edge of the altars can 
also be purchased in some shops, 
but Ramos has also made them 
herself.

The sunny, golden marigold is 
a flower native to Mexico, where 
it’s known by its Aztec name, 
cempasúchil. Its use in religious 
ceremonies goes back to ancient 
pre-Colombian roots; its presence 
on the Day of the Dead altar is 
essential. The power-
ful, spicy fragrance is 
said to help lead souls 
into the homes of their 
families. Ramos’ cousin 
Petra Sanchez contrib-
utes a bountiful supply 
of marigolds grown in 
her Greenbelt commu-
nity garden plot.

Copal incense is an-
other source of a pleas-
ing fragrance, a native 
tree resin which ‒ as a 
smoke arising from the 
physical world yet able 
to enter the spirit world 
‒ was seen in pre-Co-
lombian religions as an 
offering owed to and 
needed by the deities 
for their sustenance. Its 
use was so deeply iden-
tified with the indig-

enous religions that it was banned 
from Catholic churches from the 
conquest until the 1890s. But it 
has often been used in the homes 
of the people of Mexico, up to 
the present day, and can even 
be found in some local Hispanic 
markets.

The Day of the Dead altar is 
put in place on November 2. At 
noon, the family gathers to light 
the candles, waft copal smoke 
over the offerings and say prayers 
asking for the souls of departed 
loved ones to be permitted to 
visit the home for the occasion. 
On the following day, November 
3, the process is reversed, with 
prayers bidding farewell to the 
souls of the departed until the 
next year. The altar is not kept in 
the home as a decoration, but is 
taken down once its purpose has 
been fulfilled.

Smaller altars can also be 
created in the loving memory of 
special pets. The day set aside 
for this is October 27. Sanchez 
created one this year for her 
beloved puppy Azteca, who died 
at a young age 10 years ago. It 
includes bowls of his food and 
water, his jacket and his favorite 
toy.

Day of the Dead altar created by Veronica 
Ramos in 2022
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BAT WALK continued from page 1

question of the evening was, are 
bats more related to mice or to 
humans? The correct answer is 
humans. A common misconcep-
tion is that bats are simply ro-
dents with wings. The two main 
groups of bats are fruit bats, 
which live mainly in the tropics 
and help plant new rainforests, 
and insect-eating bats, which are 
the only kind that live in Mary-
land. In one night, a single bat 
eats thousands of insects, includ-
ing mosquitoes. Bats are also 
critical plant pollinators, going to 
work when bees go to bed.

Passing around enlarged pho-
tographs for a closer look, Witch-
er noted that there are 10 species 
of bats in Maryland, the most 
common of which is the eastern 
red bat, which can fly up to 40 
mph. The biggest bat in Mary-
land is the hoary bat, which has 
a wingspan of up to 16 inches. 
Bats can be solitary or live in 
large colonies depending on the 
species and are tree-dwelling or 
cave-dwelling. Cave-dwelling 
bat species are on the decline in 
Maryland and across the country 
due to white-nose syndrome, a 
deadly invasive fungus from Eu-
rope that has completely eradicat-
ed the long-eared bat in the state.

Bats in Maryland are designat-
ed as species in the greatest need 
of conservation, and gardening 
for bats is one key way humans 
can help. By planting flowers that 
bloom late in the day, such as 
evening primrose, purple cone-
flower, milkweeds, goldenrod and 
buttonbush, you can attract night-
time insects for bats to eat.

The Bat Walk group assembles to learn more about bats.

- Photos by Kristin Fletcher

Bat luminaria

Witcher and Dell then led the 
bat enthusiasts along a trail in the 
woods lit by bat luminaries to try 
to locate bats using a special de-
vice called an Echo Meter, about 
the size of an iPad, to detect and 
identify their calls. Bats, like dol-
phins and whales, communicate 
by sonar with sounds that are 
at too high a frequency for the 
human ear to hear. Standing in a 
quiet huddle in the woods, the ef-
forts of one group were rewarded 
when a pair of brown bats flew 
right over their heads.

To learn more about bats and 
how to help, visit dnr.maryland.
gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/
bats/index.aspx. 

A tiny gray tree frog explores its 
new surroundings in the Henry's 
Hollow garden field on Hamilton 
Place. On rainy nights from May 
through July, adult tree frogs 
laid eggs in water containers in 
some garden plots. Gardener 
(and News Review staffer) Deanna 
Dawson has fed tadpoles lettuce 
and fish flakes all summer, and 
dozens have completed metamor-
phosis since late August. Once 
the froglets leave the water, they 
switch to an insect diet and find 
their way to trees, returning to 
water only to breed.
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Greenbelt Makerspace 
Sewing Machine Class

Sun, Nov. 19 at 1 pm

Learn how to use your sewing 
machine or one borrowed from 

the Tool Library (open 
Sat. 10-12, Sun. 11am-1pm)

 tools.greenbeltmakers.org

http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/bats/index.aspx
http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/bats/index.aspx
http://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/bats/index.aspx
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NEW DEAL continued from page 1

few weeks, by early October, the 
original goal of $10,000 was sur-
passed and the Masquer-AID Ball 
was sold out.  

As of this writing, the fund-
raiser has raised $25,569.68. That 
comes from 49 sponsors ranging 
from $250 to $1,000, 57 tickets 
sold at $50 per ticket, 27 con-
tributors who made smaller dona-
tions and art sales.

The art sales came from the 
auction of John Guernsey’s art, 
which was donated to the Café 
by Guernsey’s family after he 
died in 2019.  The art is on dis-
play through the end of October 
and there are pieces still available 
for sale.  

“This experience shows me 

how much the community values 
the Café’s music and arts pro-
gram and wants to be a part of 
keeping it going,” said Gaughan.

The Wall of Fame Plaque will 
be unveiled at a follow-up recep-
tion in early 2024.  Even after 
the event, Café is still receiving 
contributions for sponsorships and 
smaller donations. To learn more 
about the Gala and our fundrais-
ing efforts, visit newdealcafe.com/
cafeball. 

“I’m bursting with gratitude 
for the community’s support for 
our first Masquer-AID, and we 
are so excited for further fun-
draising events like this in our 
future,” said Gompf.

From left, Lisa Milani, Mary Molen and Isabelle Gournay pose for a 
photo at the Masquer-AID event.

From left, Michael Hartman, president of the New Deal Café board 
of directors; Katy Gaughan, gala chair; and Dan Gillotte, manager 
of the Greenbelt Co-op and New Deal Café Food and Beverage

The Masquer-AID the 
Café Ball planning team 
is from left: Michael Hart-
man, Caitlin Gompf and 
Katy Gaughan. Not pic-
tured: Charles Smith

Greg Evans and Jane DeVane at the 
Masquer-AID Café Ball

- Photos by Katy Gaughan
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ST.	HUGH’S	ANNUAL	CHRISTMAS	
BAZAAR	 

Saturday, November 4th 
and Sunday, November 5th  

 9:00 AM—2:00 PM  
  

Crafts, Jewelry, Toys, Vendors, 
Door Prizes, Plants, Food, Baked Goods, White Elephant, 

Glassware and 
Silent Auction  

  

St. Hugh’s Catholic Church  
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

  

FFaallll  VVeennddoorr  SShhooww  
 

Saturday, November 4, 2023 

10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

Glenn Dale Fire Association 

11900 Glenn Dale Blvd. 

Glenn Dale MD, 20769 

FRESH
FRUIT SALE

...Eleanor Roosevelt High School Bands... 
...:::...FALL FUNDRAISER...:::...

Order by Nov. 19
Receive week of Dec. 4

https://bit.ly/ERHSBandsFruit

LIMITED TIME ONLY

LIMITED TIME ONLY

LIMITED TIME ONLY

LIMITED TIME ONLY

LIMITED TIME ONLY

A lively senior Open Forum 
took place on Saturday, October 
14 in the Community Center, 
and many of those present were 
active participants. Also in atten-
dance was Mayor Emmett Jordan 
and a representative group of city 
staff who fielded questions and 
provided information.

Moderator Carol Shaw initiat-
ed the meeting. She noted that it 
was being recorded and that there 
would be a decision to prioritize 
the three most important issues 
raised by those present. Given the 
upcoming November 7 council 
elections, she also stressed that it 
was a non-political meeting and 
asked that this be respected by 
those present.

Shaw’s first request was for 
people to respond with what they 
liked about living in Greenbelt. 
There was a rapid flow of com-
ment.  

Participant Likes 
Listed in order as suggested:
• Labor Day Festival
• Underpasses (for pedestrians 
and cyclists)
• Roosevelt Center 
• Walking paths (especially dur-
ing Covid)
• The Greenbelt News Review
• The New Deal Café
• Being able to walk to the Co-op
• First responders
• Public Works 
• Playgrounds 
• Captioning in films in the cinema
• The natural environment 
• Volunteerism and “things to do”

Issues and Concerns
Shaw then moved the agenda 

to address issues and concerns 
felt by those present. There was a 
significant level of discussion and 
responses from City of Greenbelt 
staff and officials present, includ-
ing Jordan. Issues, ordered ap-
proximately by the level of inter-
est expressed, were most focused 
on traffic, with pickleball almost 
neck and neck.  

Traffic Speed
A desi re  to  s low t raff ic 

through speed humps/bumps was 
mentioned, especially on main 
thoroughfares like Ridge Road. 
This was linked to a sugges-
tion for continuous sidewalks for 
pedestrians and cyclists which 
would inherently encompass some 
form of speed restriction. There 
was a lively discussion about 
these issues, including how speed 
bumps might hinder first respond-
ers and snow plowing.

Pickleball 
Pickleball provisions took up 

a significant portion of the dia-
logue, covering a wide range of 
aspects, including a desire for 
clearer marking of court lines 
and concern for the poor state 
of some facilities, especially in 
Franklin Park. Participants point-
ed out the game’s potential ben-
efit to residents, noting how it 
engaged all age groups, including 
young people. City staff fielded 
the concerns, describing plans to 
improve courts. Staff noted that 
there are 11 municipal pickleball 
courts.

Greenbelt News Review
There was a desire for more 

distribution points for the paper 
in Franklin Park, and a comment 
that online access was not avail-
able to all Franklin Park tenants. 
The importance of the News Re-
view in communicating informa-
tion was highlighted. 

[Editor’s Note: Franklin Park 

Senior Open Forum Addresses
Likes, Concerns and Needs

by Alex Murdock

management does not wish the 
newspaper to be delivered door 
to door, but has permitted its 
distribution in a few places, as 
well as distributing the paper’s 
weekly email and link to its rent-
ers.  In terms of sources within 
the complex, one nearby outdoor 
box at the Cherrywood Lane bus 
stop near Beltway Plaza was 
withdrawn from service a few 
months ago due to persistent 
vandalism and the indoor stand 
in the laundry room was stolen.  
There is a newspaper box at the 
bus stop at Springhill Drive and 
Edmonston Road, a stand in the 
Giant Food store, an exterior box 
at the southwest entrance to Belt-
way Plaza and a rack within the 
mall. There is also a box at the 
Greenbelt Metro Station].

Cellphone Signals 
Some attendees reported dif-

ficulty in getting a cellphone 
signal in their home and there 
was a detailed and well-informed 
discussion about measures that 
might address this.

Participants also had concerns 
about shuttle bus provisions and 
automatic door opening. Another 
concern was the need for more 
senior housing, presumably in 
response to the consistently over-
subscribed waiting list for Green 
Ridge House.

Alex Murdock was unsuspect-
ingly cast in the role of reporter 
during a visit to his Greenbelt 
friends.  He innocently mentioned 
that, as a social scientist in the 
U.K., he was professionally in-
terested in attending this meeting. 
His so-called friends then twisted 
his arm to write this article.  As 
a 1974 short-term resident of 
then-Springhill Lake Apartments, 
Murdock was revisiting familiar 
territory. 

On a recent night, an esti-
mated 700,000 birds streamed 
over Prince George’s County and 
Greenbelt on their way south, 
among hundreds of millions of 
North American birds striving 
to reach their ancestral feeding 
grounds as winter approaches. 
More came through before, and 
more will follow every night 
through autumn, following their 
instincts, the stars and magnetic 
fields during the fall migration. 

One can help them by taking 
some simple steps, scientists said 
during a recent migration-celebra-
tion webinar hosted by Cornell 
University’s Lab of Ornithology.

Birds’ migrations can be as 
exhausting as they are amazing, 
and one can help them by pro-
viding stopovers – safe places to 
stop, rest and refuel. “Migration 
is almost always about food,” 
said Kevin McGowan, an orni-
thologist who educates the pub-
lic via Cornell’s Bird Academy. 
In North America, many of the 
insects and plants birds eat die 
or go dormant in winter. About 
70 percent of bird species thus 
fly south, some for thousands of 
miles.

“Even a little patch of green 
in an urban area can be really 
important,” said Jennifer Uehling, 
assistant professor of biology at 
West Chester University, who 
added that one can make parts 
of their yards mini-stopovers and 
habitats that provide birds with 
native plants for food and places 
to hide from predators. Creating 
a safe environment means not 
disturbing or putting birds in dan-
ger while they rest and refuel – 
keeping cats indoors and dogs on 
leashes, and keeping a distance 
ourselves, Uehling said.

About 80 percent of birds that 
migrate do so at night, Jacob 
Job, of Colorado State University, 
noted. They navigate by the stars, 
in part, and artificial lights can 
confuse them, throwing them off-
course. And it now appears that 
they have visual mechanisms that 
detect magnetic fields that help 
with orientation, rather than sen-
sors in their bills, as previously 
proposed, McGowan said.

We can help by eliminating 
artificial outdoor lights, including 
porch lights, or at least covering 
them with shields that focus the 
light downward, and by turning 
off  or dimming indoor and 
outdoor lights from 11 p.m. to 
6 a.m. during migration. For 
other simple ways to reduce 
light pollution, visit birdcast.info/
science-to-action/lights-out.

Brendon Samuels, of Canada’s 
Western University, added that 
keeping birds from colliding with 
windows also is critical. Window 

Migrating Birds’ Journeys;
Scientists Tell Us How to Help

by Susan Cahill

collisions kill up to one billion 
birds a year in the U.S., research-
ers reported in 2014, and they 
happen both during the day, when 
reflections make windows look 
like trees, sky, etc., and at night, 
when windows are lit from the 
inside. Putting a decal or two on 
a window doesn’t help, but effec-
tive DIY solutions are available at 
abcbirds.org/glass-collisions.

How do scientists know when, 
and how many, birds are migrat-
ing across our area, specifically, 
and elsewhere? Data from weath-
er radar is one technology used to 
track them. And analyzing DNA 
in birds’ droppings enables Ueh-
ling and others to detect changes 
in availability of various foods as 
birds follow migration pathways 
– data that matter as development 
and other human activities con-
tinue to cause dramatic declines 
in many common bird populations 
and habitats.

For example, a study pub-
lished in 2019 calculated a loss of 
nearly three billion birds – almost 
30 percent ‒ from 1970 to 2017 
in North America alone. The loss 
of breeding-age birds included 
in those numbers is important, 
because lost along with those 

breeding-age birds were the ba-
bies they would have had, and 
the babies those babies would 
have had as adults, and so on. 
The authors cited habitat loss as 
a major factor.

To find out how many mi-
grating birds are crossing Prince 
George’s County or elsewhere, 
in nearly real-time, and to see 
maps predicting the “hot spots,” 
visit Cornell’s birdcast.info. To 
watch recordings of the webinar, 
google Cornell migration celebra-
tion 2023.

Help Migratory Birds
• Turn off outdoor artificial 

lights at night. Many birds mi-
grate at night and use the stars 
and moon for guidance.

• Make your windows obvi-
ous. 

• Fill bird feeders and offer 
water in shallow containers. 
High fat seeds like sunflowers 
are a good source of food.

• Provide places for birds to 
bathe. Clean feathers are more 
effective for flight.

A Cape May warbler from up north stops to rest and refuel just off 
Greenbelt Road, at Lake Artemesia, on its long migration south for 
the winter. They fly as far south as the Caribbean.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
SU

SA
N

 C
A

H
IL

L

Patuxent Refuge Hosts
Holiday Bazaar Nov. 4

The Patuxent Research Refuge 
hosts its annual Holiday Bazaar 
on Saturday, November 4 from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the National 
Wildlife Visitor Center, offering 
lots of fun activities all day, in-
cluding door prizes every hour.

In addition to local arts and 
crafts vendors, Baldy’s Bargain 
(wild new and gently used trea-
sures), a bake sale and Crane 
Café, the event features live 
animals, wildlife bingo, wild-
life holiday story time and local 
author book signings. Cash is 
encouraged, but checks and credit 
cards (internet connectivity can 
be problematic) will be accepted.

This event supports the Patux-
ent Research Refuge and East-
ern Ecological Science Cen-
ter. Visit friendsofpatuxent.org/
event-5425689 for a list of ven-
dors and other information.

http://abcbirds.org/glass-collisions
http://friendsofpatuxent.org/event-5425689
http://friendsofpatuxent.org/event-5425689
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FOR CITY COUNCIL
ELECT JENNI  POMPI
Jenni is a proven leader ready to work hard for Greenbelt!

        VOTE FOR JENNI on Nov. 7 to:
• Increase sustainability
• Protect our environment
• Fight for equity
• Support good governance



Phone: 240-305-0643

Email:  jenni@jennipompi.com

Website:  jennipompi.com

By authority Jenni Pompi for Greenbelt, Kimberly Walsh, Treasurer

Kathy Labukas poses for a photo in Budapest, Hungary, 
along the Danube River.

Becky Rackis and Connie Davis keep up with Green-
belt news while visiting Sorrento, Italy.

Mark Gordon from Ridge Road visits Sorrento, 
Italy, near where his father’s family is from.

Erica Johns poses with the News Review in Sep-
tember on the Rhine River in Germany.

Bernheisels and Turnbulls catch up on the news 
while in Seville, Spain, in September. From left, Alan 
Turnbull, Wendy Turnbull, Sara Bernheisel and 
Steven Bernheisel pose outside the 16th-century city  
municipal building.
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Catching up on Greenbeltersʼ Travels
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE FAMILY COURT OF 
THE SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT COUNTY OF UNION 
DOCKET NO.: 2023-DR-44-179   
Notice of Adoption Proceedings  
TO THE DEFENDANT: JUAN 
AMAYA, alleged birth Father 
and John Doe Birth Father  
YOU ARE HEREBY GIVEN 
THE FOLLOWING NOTICE: 
1. That an adoption proceeding 
was filed in the Family Court 
of Union County on August 11, 
2023, and in this Complaint, you 
are alleged to be the father of 
a Hispanic, male child born in 
Silver Spring, Maryland, on July 
26, 2023. 2.  That the Plaintiffs 
in the above captioned Notice 
are not named for the purpose 
of confidentiality; however, the 
Court knows the true identity of 
the Plaintiffs and in responding 
to this notice, you are required to 
use the caption and the number 
2023-DR-44-179. 3.  That if No-
tice to Contest, Intervene or oth-
erwise Respond is filed by you 
with the Court within thirty (30) 
days of the receipt of this Notice 
of Adoption Proceedings, you 
will be given an opportunity to 
appear and be heard on the merits 
of the adoption.  To file notice to 
Contest, Intervene or otherwise 
Respond in this action, you must 
notify the above-named Court at 
Union County Courthouse, Clerk 
of Court Union County Family 
Court, 210 W. Main St. Union, 
South Carolina, 29379 in writ-
ing of your intention to Contest, 
Intervene or otherwise Respond.  
The above named Court must be 
informed of your current address 
and any changes of your address 
during the adoption proceedings. 
4.  That your failure to respond 
within thirty (30) days of receipt 
of this Notice of Adoption Pro-
ceedings constitutes your consent 
to the adoption and forfeiture of 
all of your rights and obligations 
to the above identified child.  It is 
further alleged that your consent 
to this adoption is not required 
under S.C. Code Ann. Section 
63-9-310 and that your parental 
rights should be terminated pur-
suant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 
63-7-2570 (7). This notice is 
given pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. 
Section 63-9-730 (E).Raymond 
W. Godwin, Esq. (SC Bar #2162) 
P.O. Box 354 Greenville, SC 29602 
P H  ( 8 6 4 )  2 4 1 - 2 8 8 3  
FA X :  ( 8 6 4 )  2 5 5 - 4 3 4 2 
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS 
Date: October 18, 2023 

O n  F r i d a y , 
October 27, secu-
rity at the Belt-
way Plaza noticed 
two young men 
walking around 
inside the mall 
while wearing ski 
masks. Security 
officers told them 
that they had to 
leave the mall but 
the young men 
objected and were 
verbally aggres-
sive. Mall securi-
ty then called the 
Greenbelt Police 
Department and 
officers escorted 
the youths, who 
were very unhap-
py at being told 
they needed to 
leave and contin-
ued to loudly express their dis-
pleasure. Officers told them they 
were banned from the premises 
and the pair left, still in their 
masks, on foot, in the direction 
of Berwyn Heights.

Later, officers saw the pair 
walking back toward the mall, 

Loaded Semi-Automatic, Drugs
Found on Masked Pair at Mall

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

Police discovered a loaded semi-automatic and 
over 300 grams of marijuana on the masked 
pair at Beltway Plaza.
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still masked. Once inside the 
parking lot and among cars, of-
ficers detained the young men 
– who wanted to make off in a 
car – for trespassing. During that 
stop they found that the younger 
of the two, a juvenile, was carry-
ing a loaded semi-automatic gun 
in his waistband. Police also dis-
covered they were in possession 
of over 300 grams of marijuana. 
Although marijuana is now a le-
gal drug in Maryland the amount 
that they were carrying made 
it a relevant drug possession to 

police. 
Both young men – one an 

adult and the other a juvenile – 
were charged with trespassing, 
drug possession and firearm-re-
lated offenses. Due to the fact the 
juvenile was carrying a loaded 
semi-automatic weapon, he may 
be charged as an adult, but that 
will be determined later by pros-
ecutors. 

The intent of the pair who 
were wearing masks and carrying 
a loaded weapon and drugs at the 
mall on Saturday is not known. 
However, there has been an on-
going trend of carjackings in the 
city and a woman was carjacked 
by masked men at the same mall 
just a day earlier (see p. 15).

From left, Abbey Kipke, MPO; Erich Alvarez, OFC (community 
officer assigned to Franklin Park), Mike Thomas, MPO (crisis 
intervention officer); and Officer Rahman, MPO

City Manager Josué Salmerón, Officer Mike Thomas and Officer 
Abbey Kipke share coffee and conversation with a Greenbelt 
resident who stopped by the meet and greet.

Officers share a doughnut  in Roosevelt Center on October 25 
with one of the youngest visitors to the meet and greet, two-year-
old Charlie.

- Photos courtesy Greenbelt Police
Senior Nutrition 
Program Luncheon

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program provides 
lunch for seniors Monday through 
Friday at the Community Center 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. Note the 
updated start time. Meals must 
be reserved two weeks ahead 
so that enough food is ordered. 
Participants must complete a 
registration form in person at 
the Community Center office, on 
Monday through Friday between 
9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. There is a 
suggested donation. Call 301-397-
2208, ext. 4215 with questions. 

Two menu options, one veg-
etarian, will be offered for each 
luncheon. All meals, which pro-
vide at least one third of recom-
mended dietary allowances for 
older adults, include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 

LEGAL NOTICE
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On Wednesday October 25, 
the Greenbelt Police Depart-
ment held a “Meet and Greet” 
with Greenbelt residents at 
Roosevelt Center.  About 10 
police officers were present, 
chatting with residents young 

Police, Residents 
Share Coffee

and old, including Officer Erich 
Alvarez, the community officer 
assigned to Franklin Park, and 
Officer Mike Thomas, with 
Greenbelt’s Crisis Intervention 
team.  
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Police Blotter

Greenbelt Police Department 
reported two domestic disputes 
including one involving vandal-
ism, and three mental health 
diversions. 

Robbery
On October 23 at 8:47 a.m. 

near 6101 Cherrywood Lane, a 
man at a bus stop was attacked 
by two suspects who got out of 
a black Nissan. They punched 
him and demanded his prop-
erty, but he fought them off. He 
said he thought he’d seen the 
suspects hanging around and 
that they might go to the high 
school.  

 On October 23 at 5:03 p.m. 
near 5900 Cherrywood Terrace, 
three 15-year-old boys pushed a 
12-year-old boy down and stole 
his shoes. 

 On October 26 at 6:57 p.m. 
near 5300 Smith’s Cove Lane, 
a man was selling items online. 
When prospective buyers came 
to his home, they pointed a gun 
at him, pushed him down, stole 
his pants, jacket, cell phone and 
tablet and fled in a white Dodge 
Charger. 

On October 26 at 7:04 p.m. 
near 6000 Springhill Drive, a 
woman was walking her dog 
when two girls asked to pet the 
dog, then asked to use her phone. 
When she refused, the girls 
threw her down, tried to take her 
phone, then fled in a light-colored 
sedan.  

On October 28 at 6:18 p.m. 
near 7300 Morrison Drive, a man 
inside his residence saw a white 
Honda Accord pull up near his 
car. When a man got out and 
opened the victim’s car, he went 
outside to confront them, and a 
man wearing a mask pulled out 
a handgun and told the victim 
to go back inside before they 
drove off. 

DUI Arrest
On October 26 at 9:25 p.m. 

near 5900 Cherrywood Terrace, a 
driver was arrested for DUI after 
multiple traffic violations.

Fraud
On October 24 near 9100 Ed-

monston Court, unauthorized 
charges appeared on an account. 
On October 26 near 6400 Ivy 
Lane, the bank stopped a fraudu-
lent check.  

Theft
On October 24 at 8:41 p.m. 

near 6200 Greenbelt Road, four 
individuals stole over $1,000 
worth of clothing and fled in a 
black vehicle. On October 25 at 
2:13 p.m. near 6000 Greenbelt 
Road, a man stole multiple items 
and later returned in a different 
shirt; he was arrested and banned 
from the property. On October 29 
at 2:46 p.m. near 7500 Greenbelt 
Road, a woman stole multiple 
items. 

On October 27 at 2:43 a.m. 
near 5700 Greenbelt Metro Drive, 
a man put his bookbag down to 
use the restroom and another man 
ran away with it.  

Packages were stolen on Oc-

Incidents reported here occurred October 23 - 29, 2023. Readers are encouraged to contact the police 
if they have information that may aid in an enquiry. Call the non-emergency number 301-474-7200 or 
email pd@greenbeltmd.gov. Times provided are when the incidents were reported.

tober 25 near 9300 Edmonston 
Road, and October 28 near 8100 
South Channel Drive.   

Vandalism 
On October 29 at 9:15 p.m. 

near 7900 Mandan Road, a resi-
dence window was shot by three 
pellets from a BB gun.  

Vehicle Crime 
Stolen Vehicles

Six vehicles were stolen this 
week, including a white 2018 
Chevrolet Camaro ZL1 (Md. 
3FA4815) on October 26 near 
6400 Cherrywood Lane, along 
with a registered firearm; on 
October 27 a silver Infiniti (Md. 
3FD0205) near 6900 Hanover 
Parkway; a red 2019 Hyundai 
Accent (Md. 4FJ1724) near 
9300 Edmonston Road; and a 
white 2021 Dodge Charger (Fla. 
NGFU52) near 6400 Cherrywood 
Lane; a red 2013 Hyundai (Md. 
7EV8829) on October 28 near 
6000 Springhill Drive; and a gray 
2019 Kia Sorento (Md. 4EC6511) 
on October 29 near 9200 Spring-
hill Lane. 

Stolen Vehicles Recovered 
Officers recovered a 2018 

Hyundai Elantra near 9200 Ed-
monston Road on October 26, 
and three stolen vehicles aban-
doned at the Shell Food Mart on 
October 28. 

 On October 27 at 8:01 a.m. 
near the Capital Beltway and 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway, 
a 2014 Honda, reported stolen in 
Hyattsville, was in an accident. 
The driver was the registered 
owner, and police instructed him 
to update his records with the 
MVA.

Attempted Theft of Vehicle
 On October 27 at 8:59 p.m. 

near 7800 Hanover Parkway, 
three men were seen breaking 
into a black 2013 Hyundai Elan-
tra before police arrived. 

Theft from Auto
Disability placards were stolen 

on October 24 near 7900 Mandan 
Road and near 7700 Hanover 
Parkway. Rear license plates were 
stolen October 24 near 9 Ridge 
Road (Md. 8FB1444) and Octo-
ber 26 near 7800 Mandan Road 
(Md. 6ES1930).  On October 24 
near 6500 Capitol Drive, a tem-
porary tag (Md. T1310516) was 
stolen from a dealership. 

All four tires were stolen on 
October 25 near 6000 Springhill 
Drive from a 2023 Honda Civic 
and near 6200 Springhill Court 
from a 2021 Toyota Camry; and 
on October 29 near 7200 Ha-
nover Drive from a Chrysler 300.

Airbags were stolen Octo-
ber 28 from a 2019 Acura SUV 
near 6100 Breezewood Court, a 
2019 Chevrolet SUV near 5900 
Cherrywood Terrace and a 2015 
Acura TLX near 5900 Cherry-
wood Lane.

On October 24 near 2 Court 
Gardenway, an unlocked Jeep 
was rummaged through. 

Vandalism to Auto
On October 25 near 9300 Ed-

monston Road, a vehicle’s rear 
tires were punctured. 

On October 26 near 6000 
Greenbelt Road, a man was ar-
rested for puncturing tires. 

On October 26 near 6400 Ivy 
Lane, a 2018 Rav-4 had a win-
dow broken and was rummaged 
through and a 2020 Toyota Co-
rolla nearby had damage to the 
door frame and ignition.

On October 27 near 7800 
Emilys Way, the doors of a Mer-
cedes GLK 350 were damaged. 
On October 29 near 14 Parkway, 
a woman smashed a windshield 
with a fire extinguisher; the own-
er confronted the woman, who 
said she did not know what she 
was doing and ran away.

Vehicle windows were dam-
aged but nothing stolen October 
23 near 92 Ridge Road; October 
25 near 6200 Springhill Court; 
October 28 near 5900 Cherry-
wood Terrace; and October 28 
near 5800 Cherrywood Terrace.

On Thursday, October 26 at 
approximately 4:30 p.m., Green-
belt police officers were called to 
the rear of the Beltway Plaza for 
an assault and carjacking. 

A woman had been sitting 
in her vehicle at the rear of the 
mall, with her windows down, 
enjoying the unseasonably warm 
weather, when a vehicle pulled 
up beside her. Two occupants 
jumped out wearing masks and 
approached her saying they need-
ed her car. The woman refused 
their demand and began to try 
to pull away in her car but one 
of the group reached into her 
vehicle and grabbed her, then 
dragged her from it. 

One person jumped into the 
driver’s seat of her car and an-
other into the passenger side and 
the group fled the parking lot in 

Woman Dragged from Vehicle
Assaulted During Carjacking 

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

both vehicles. The stolen car is 
a silver 2019 Hyundai Elantra, 
Maryland registration 4EL6742.

The victim was checked out 
by the fire department at the 
scene and did not go to the hos-
pital for additional treatment. 

Based on recent crime trends 
and the victim’s description, it 
is likely some if not all of the 
group of carjackers were juve-
niles, though the masks they 
wore made it hard to be certain. 
No weapons were displayed dur-
ing the carjacking and assault.

Later that evening, as Green-
belt police officers patrolled the 
parking area at the Greenbelt 
Metro Station they discovered 
a variety of the things strewn 
about the parking lot that were 
determined to be items from the 
stolen vehicle.

The report of an attempted 
kidnapping of a baby in Green-
belt caused a great deal of alarm 
and media attention over the 
weekend. However, the suspects 
may have been interested in the 
other contents of the stroller.

The incident took place at ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. on Thurs-
day, October 26, as a mother 
was pushing her 10-month-old 
child home in her stroller in 
the 9100 block of Edmonston 
Road. The mother reported that 
two dark-colored cars pulled up 
beside her and three young men, 
along with a young woman with 
braids, got out of the vehicles 
and headed for her stroller in an 
attempt to kidnap her baby. The 
woman was punched repeatedly 
as she grabbed her child from the 
stroller and ran, she told police. 

The young assailants did not 
pursue the woman and child but, 
with unfettered access to the 

Attempted Kidnapping: Items
Stolen From Stroller, Baby Unhurt

by Anna Bedford-Dillow

stroller, they stole electronics, 
including a phone, an iPad and 
money that was being stored in 
its pockets. The youths then fled 
in their vehicles while the mother 
ran with her child to her nearby 
home. 

B o t h  m o t h e r  a n d  c h i l d 
w e r e  u n i n j u r e d  a n d  d i d 
not need medical attention. 
The mother was returning from 
a market when the attack took 
place and believes the assailants 
may have been a group of teen-
agers that she saw there, who 
could have followed her.

Groping Near 
Buddy Attick Park

Around 7:20 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 28, a woman was 
leaving the lake trail from Buddy 
Attick Park and walking near a 
playground towards the crosswalk 
on Crescent Road when she was 
grabbed from behind by a man 
who then groped her private ar-
eas and called her a name that 
wasn’t hers.

The woman pushed the man 
away telling him not to touch her 
and he walked towards the park-
ing lot area with his hands up 
before fleeing in a vehicle.

The victim went to the Green-
belt Police Department where she 
was able to describe the attacker, 
a Hispanic man wearing a tank 
top and shorts. Detectives are 
investigating and asking anyone 
with information to contact the 
police at 301-474-7200.

The Bus
Seniors, Children with School ID 

and Customers with 
Disabilities RIDE FREE

Crisis Hotline’s
Number is 988

T h e  N a t i o n a l  S u i c i d e  
Prevention Lifeline dialing 
code is 988. Calls and text 
messages are confidential and 
free.

  

EEnnggiinnee  TTrraannssmmiissssiioonn  
SSaalleess  

“FFuurruuaa” 
UUsseedd  RReebbuuiilltt  AAvvaaiillaabbllee  

SSeerrvviicceess  
557711--228866--88770044  

mailto:pd@greenbeltmd.gov
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MELANIE CANTWELL, REALTOR MD & DC
9094 Baltimore Avenue 
College Park, MD 20740

Cell: 240-470-5911/ Office: 301-441-9511
Melanie.Cantwell@LNF.com 
VISIT: melaniecantwell.com

 

LOOKING FOR A LOCAL REALTOR 
TO HELP YOU BUY OR SELL

YOUR HOME?

CALL ME AND VISIT 
MY WEBSITE TO VIEW MY LISTINGS 

AND REVIEWS!

Letters continued from page 2
49,965,174 thank yous, one per 
minute over a grateful lifespan.  
Sincerely overjoyed and over-
whelmed.

Joyce Mangum

Pumpkin Thanks
The Greenbelt Pumpkin Fes-

tival Committee would like to 
thank everyone who made our 
events possible this year, begin-
ning with every single volunteer, 
donor and participant! We deeply 
regret the cancellation of the 
Schrom Hills Pumpkin Walk on 
short notice and we are com-
mitted to bringing it back next 
year. The carvings and pumpkin 
walks are one of the delightful 
traditions that bring our commu-
nity together and all of us on the 
committee are pleased with how 
enthusiastically Greenbelters sup-
port these events. 

We couldn’t have done it 
without our amazing sponsors: 
Greenbelt Rotary Club, CHEARS 
and the Greenbelt Co-op.  Special 
thanks to Dan Gillotte and Teddy 
Lawrence at the Co-op, Green-
belt Cinema, Bee Yoga Fusion, 
Bill Novick and LadyLaw.com 
as well as Joe Robbins, Carissa 
Ralbovsky, Oscar Velasco, Kristen 
Weaver and Rodney Roberts. 

Thank you to Greenbelt Recre-
ation and Greenbelt Public Works 
for providing outstanding support 
for each of our events.  Last but 
definitely not least, thank you to 
our site captains, Carolyn Lam-
bright-Davis at Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center and Jefe E.g at 
Schrom Hills Park. 

Stacy Stewart
Pumpkin Queen

One Greenbelt
In regard to Question 2 from 

last week’s News Review (Ques-
tion 2.  How would you increase 
civic participation in city govern-
ment, particularly from residents 
in Greenbelt East and West?):

“I am from Greenbelt.”  
Civic engagement will increase 

upon the common use of this 
statement.  Too many conversa-
tions between Greenbelters con-
tain a disparaging remark about 
another part of the city within the 
first three sentences. We should 
understand that we are all Green-
belters – without distinction. This 
will not solve the world’s prob-
lems, but describing oneself more 
broadly as “I am from Greenbelt” 
is a tiny start to more civil-ity, 
which could lead to civic-ity.  

Joe Lomax
Proud 35-year Greenbelter

Brush Pick-up
This morning a crew finally 

picked up the dead tree branches 
between Bank of America and 
the construction site at the pond 
along Ora Glen Drive.

Scott Fifield 

ARPA Funds Can
Help People More 

It is disappointing that Green-
belt City Council has chosen not 
to allocate American Rescue Plan 
Act resources more directly to-
wards helping people.  The City 
of Greenbelt needs to use ARPA 
funding to amend its pay scales 
for essential workers so that they 
receive regionally adjusted living 
wages.  The city also needs to 
amend its employment policies so 
more almost-essential workers are 
classified as full-time, benefited 
employees.  This is the only way 
to attract and keep community 
members in local jobs.

ARPA funds are also meant 
to be spent on educational sup-
port.  Expanding and improving 
programs for after-school tutor-
ing, reimplementing in-school 
volunteer tutoring, and offering 
academic enrichment programs 
on weekends would greatly help 
to bridge learning gaps for ev-
eryone.  These programs should 
especially target the most vulner-
able populations who lack the 
resources to make up for lost 
time: English language learners 
and low-income families.  Every 

child counts.
In the absence of countywide 

Head Start programming, Green-
belt should find ways to sponsor 
and expand Head Start program-
ming in Greenbelt so that eligible 
children have access to free PK-3 
programming.  ARPA funds could 
also go a long way towards train-
ing and certifying more child 
care providers, and multilingual 
or Spanish-speaking child care 
providers.

Every neighborhood needs 
walkable options for enriching 
age- and culturally-appropriate 
summer experiences.  Funding 
programs, whether through city 
departments or local groups, 
would directly help families, chil-
dren, and, in the long term, our 
community.  By partnering with 
local organizations, the city could 
use ARPA funds to ensure that 
children from low-income fami-
lies are prioritized for inclusion 
in these opportunities right now, 
when the help is most urgently 
needed.  

Leah Cohen

Wild Rumpus
The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 

Program wishes to thank all the 
magical creatures who participat-
ed in the Wild Rumpus on Friday, 
October 27 and helped to create a 
joyful and enchanting experience 
for one another. The 10, towering 
special guest monsters who vis-
ited Roosevelt Center asked us to 
thank you for the warm welcome 

they received!
Congratulations to all the 

dancers who brought their ROAR 
to the party, in an empowering 
routine choreographed by Lisa 
Pellittiere, assistant director of 
the Greenbelt Dance Studio, a 
program of Greenbelt Recreation. 
Thanks to the third-grade stu-
dents, teachers and chaperones 
who learned the dance with us 
during recent field trips to the 
Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-
ter.

Congratulations also to our 
wonderful volunteer puppet build-
ers and puppeteers, including: 
Raven Eyes Cagle, Joey Con-
nor, Aiyana Glover and family, 
Judy Goldberg-Strassler, Colleen 
Hommel, Aurenna Komisar, Beth 
LeaMond, Penny Martin, Jan 
Morrow, Mary Anne Savercool 
and Kristine Smith.

The dance and the puppets 
were the culmination of free 
Greenbelt  Recreation ARTS 
workshops, as were the musical 
shakers from a workshop with 
Community Center Artist-in-Res-
idence Rachel Ann Cross.

Thank you to the Greenbelt 
S.I.T.Y. Stars for their dynamic 
performance under the direction 
of Coach Kimberly Bradshaw. 
Thank you to the merchants and 
nonprofit organizations who host-
ed trick-or-treating around the 
Center. Special thanks to the 
Greenbelt Arts Center and the 
Greenbelt Cinema, as participat-
ing venues. Thank you to event 
volunteers Janice Ataiyero, Gary 
Kohn, Niki Kohn, Tom LeaMond 
and Meredith Rocha.

The Arts Program would like 
to thank all Recreation staff who 
helped to make the Rumpus pos-
sible, including Tyrique Abiodun, 
Clare Alexander, Isaac Aneiva, 
Adam Campanile, Chris Cherry, 
Adam Daelemans, Anthony Ed-
wards, Hallie Eggleston, Anne 
Gardner, Jeannette Haislip, Gaye 
Houchens, Amanda Larsen, Pat-
rick Mullen, Anne Oudemans, 
Cathy Pracht, Bryce Rusk and 

Rebecca Squire. We would also 
like to thank our colleagues in 
the departments of Public Infor-
mation, Public Safety and Public 
Works for their support of the 
event, and thanks to the mayor 
and councilmembers who were 
able to attend.

Feeling inspired? We encour-
age you to sign up for the Art-
fans e-newsletter at greenbeltmd.
gov/arts to be alerted of future 
opportunities to get involved.

We hope that everyone has 
had a VERY Happy Halloween!

Nicole DeWald, 
Arts Supervisor

MAD Theater Presents
A Little Night Music

Goddard’s Music and Drama 
club (MAD) will present its first 
in-person fall production since 
Covid. A Little Night Music is 
a musical with music and lyrics 
by Stephen Sondheim and book 
by Hugh Wheeler. The title is the 
English translation of Mozart’s 
Serenade Eine Kleine Nacht-
musik, and the plot involves the 
romantic lives of several couples. 
There will be a live orchestra, 
and the musical includes the 
popular song Send in the Clowns.

Shows will take place on Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 
on Sundays at 2:30 p.m. starting 
Friday, November 3, through 
Friday, November 17. There will 
be an additional show on Thurs-
day, November 16 at 8 p.m. The 
final show will be on Friday, 
November 17, just in case there 
is a government shutdown on 
November 18.

Tickets must be bought in 
advance at madtheater.org and 
shown to the guard at the gate 
of the Barney & Bea Recreation 
Center on Good Luck Road. 
There will be no sales at the 
door.

A bee and a monarch butterfly pause on some gold-
enrod beside the parking lot at the Lake.
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  Respecting the Legacy, 
Focused on the Future  

Re-elect

Emmett V. Jordan
Greenbelt City Council

To volunteer, or make a donation:  
Go to my website: “jordanforgreenbelt.org“ 

Or mail to:  Friends of Emmett Jordan
PO Box 471 Greenbelt, MD 20768 

(301)220-1025 
Jordan4Greenbelt@outlook.com

By authority of Thomas Jones, Tresaurer

Since my election to Council in 2009, I have served to the best of my 
abilities, providing measured and practical leadership for the 
Greenbelt City Council

I would like to outline some of my key priorities for the next two years:
• Strong support for the public safety and social service budget to 
address crime in Greenbelt.  My experience working closely with county
and state representatives makes a difference as we advocate for our city.
• Greenbelt’s capacity to protect our local economy has increased as a 
direct result of my time on Council.  I will continue to prioritize this work.
Our staff can now actively assist exsiting and new businesses in the City. 
Increasing our tax base will reduce our reliance on personal taxes.

• Acquisition of the Greenbelt Armory.  Over the past 2 years, I’ve worked
hard with staff and state & federal representatives to obtain the empty 
Armory Building at Southway and Greenbelt Road.  I anticipate we will 
get the building back from the federal government within the next year, 
potentially providing new space for public safety. 

I bring the stability, knowledge, and experience that comes from working 
as a City Council member for a number of years. 

“Please help me to continue with the work I have begun.”

UTOPIA continued from page 9

represented by the Hubbards’ way 
of life. They lived without elec-
tricity or modern appliances and 
made everything by hand from 
utensils to spades. Residing sim-
ply in a self-built house at Payne 
Hollow on the shore of the Ohio, 
the Hubbards’ shantyboat lifestyle 
gave them food, transportation 
and means of trade. Join Steimel 
and Baltes as they try to fill Har-
lan’s shoes as shantyboaters on 
a two-week cruise downstream. 
There’s beautiful weather, scen-
ery, lots of fish and a little bit of 
trouble along the way.

Frostbyte
Directed by Hannah Papa and 

Victor Uzcategui
Ireland: Frostbyte is a sev-

en-minute animated short film 
that takes the viewer inside a 
snowy, abandoned laboratory. Set 
atop Pico Bolívar in a cyberpunk 
world, a scavenger explores her 
way around the vast building. 
Following a tracking device, the 
main character gets closer and 
closer to something of great val-
ue, but one wrong step awakens 
a guardian. As she is face to face 
with a powerful obstacle, the 

scavenger has passed the point of 
no return. Should she run? Fight? 
What lies beyond remains to be 
seen, and this thrilling interaction 
is packed with fiery emotion in a 
cold, dark world.

Wish You Were Here
Directed by Colman Hallinan
Socrates: The short, animated 

film, Wish You Were Here, deals 
with love and loss, a subject that, 
after the pandemic years, many 
are still struggling with. Colman 
Hallinan, the director, presents 
a letter to the younger sister he 
barely knew ‒ she passed away 
as a toddler when he was still a 
young boy in elementary school. 
The film juxtaposes a montage 
of side-by-side photos of each 
of them. He grows into his teen-
age years, and then matures into 
young adulthood, while she stays 
the same, permanently fixed as 
a young child, now only living 
in his memory, as he has expe-

rienced other losses during his 
life. The medium of animation is 
a perfect artistic choice here, as 
he depicts how missing the rela-
tionship he would have had with 
her has left gaps and holes in his 
heart during his life’s journey. 
The World We Wanted 
Directed by Richard Riggs Hall

Socrates: The World We 
Wanted looks at some of the par-
ticipants in the 1959 World Youth 
Forum, a Cold War-era gathering 
of young people from around the 
world that was organized by the 
New York Herald Tribune. The 
forum participants lived together 
for a week, attended seminars 
and workshops, and were filmed 
for television. The filmmaker 
and New Zealand historian Cath-
erine Bishop interviewed some 
of the youthful participants 60 
years later. The men and women 
looked at film clips of their ide-
alistic teenaged selves hoping for 

a more peaceful world, where 
the contributions of men and 
women would be equally valued. 
The young people spoke about 
religion, societal and parental 
expectations and their hopes and 
dreams, and their older selves 
looked back on their idealism 
with amusement and admiration, 
tinged with sadness at the un-
realized hopes for the world, as 
several generations later, they are 
still wishing for the same things. 
I’ve always imagined being able 
to have a conversation with my 
younger self, and the seven or 
eight participants got to do just 
that, with grace and good humor. 
The participants closed by sing-
ing a song written by one of the 
participants, Andy from Great 
Britain.

Dianne Steimel introduces her film Shantyboat.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

G. RYAN GREER

Senior Vice President

(202) 349-7455

rgreer@ncb.coop

ww.ncb.coop/rgreer

NMLS #507534

NCB has been financing at Greenbelt

Homes for over 40 years.  We offer: 

Fixed Rate Mortgages

Competitive Financing 

Low Closing Costs

Cooperative Expertise

Banking products and services provided by National Cooperative 

Bank, N.A .   Member FDIC .   NCB  NMLS #422343

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men

$100 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each addi-

tional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by 6 
p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op grocery 
store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10.60/column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15.90). 
Deadline 2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready 
ads. Certs and Notarizations each $10.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to 
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

OVERPAYMENTS: To properly account for overpayments too 
small to warrant refunding, the News Review accumulates overpay-
ments of less than $1.00 and periodically contributes the funds to a 
registered charity. Once the office reopens, this policy will not apply 
to payments made in person.

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic payments 
through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers should direct 
their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

MERCHANDISE

STAIR LIFTS: NEVER WALK UP 
STEPS AGAIN! Buy NEW or USED 
stair lifts.  Installation, lifetime war-
ranty and free service contract included. 
Call 301-448-5254.

SERVICES

HOUSECLEANING – OVER 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

HOUSE CLEANING – I have Green-
belt references, a new vacuum cleaner 
and cleaning supplies; Melody Dodson, 
301-256-6937.

MAILBOX RENTAL – Get your own 
business address by renting a mailbox at 
The Granite Building in the Roosevelt 
Center. Present a professional image, 
protect your privacy and know your 
important documents and packages are 
safe and accessible 24/7. For pricing 
and details visit thegranitebuilding.
com/mailboxes.

COMPUTERS, WIFI and PRINT-
ERS – Training, Installing, Repairing, 
Troubleshooting. JBS, 240-601-4163.

HANDYMAN DAVE – Paint, wood-
work, exterior house cleaning, bath, 
kitchens, floor, more. 443-404-0449.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates. 
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,  
301-345-7273.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD. 
DAT tapes to CD. H 240-295-3994,  
C 703-216-7293.

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating & 
Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed and 
insured since 1969.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING 
AND PAINTING – Cleaning your 
home like my own, at reasonable prices. 
Painting inside and out. References 
available in Greenbelt. Ten years’ pro-
fessional experience. AngelaLazo1@
hotmail.com; 240-645-5140.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE EN-
GINEERING, LLC – Junk removal, 
plumbing, electrical, painting, drywall, 
leaf removal, landscape design, mulch-
ing flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & remov-
al, pole lighting, power washing siding 
& decks. Mulch & top soil delivery. 
Dkellaher@hotmail.com, 301-318-
5472. Insured. Visa, MasterCard, Dis-
cover. www.Kellahermaintenance.com.

LICENSED MASTER ELECTRI-
CIAN – Will do all repairs and new 
installations. 20+ years’ experience. 
Call Desmond 301-346-5335.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out: garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured. Free estimates. Accept credit 
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

COLLECTIBLES – Small collector 
pays cash for coins/collections. Call 
Gary, 301-809-0291. Will come to you.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

CARING KIM’S PET CARE – Drop-in 
visits, walks and boarding by a lifetime 
animal lover and caregiver. Offered for 
dogs, cats and other small animals. Call 
Kim at 301-520-6708 for appointments 
or with questions.

PIANO TUNING – Recent trans-
plant to beautiful Greenbelt.  Com-
prehensive piano tuning, service, 
and restorat ion.  831-247-0043  
www.WhitehousePiano.com.

YARD/MOVING SALES

INDOOR COMMUNITY YARD 
SALE – November 18, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
@ GVFD - 125 Crescent Road.  Table 
reservation:  One $15, two $25.  For 
further information, please call Kathy 
301-474-4372.  Food and beverage will 
be available for purchase.

MOVING SALES – 6 Piece Living 
Room Set, $1150.00; 7 Piece Bedroom 
Set, $1200.00; Chest Freezer, 2’x2’x9’, 
$50.00; 55’’ Samsung TV, $125.00; TV 
Stand, $75.00; I-Mac 23” Computer/
Desktop, $125.00; Brand New Tiller- 
SunJoe Electric, $75.00; Cordless edger 
and blower, 18 volt, $50.00; Ladder, 5’, 
$25.00; Step Ladder, $10.00; Computer 
Table and Chair, $40.00; Floor Lamp, 
$75.00. Call 571-277-9508.

S&A Plumbing  
Service Inc. 

24/7 plumbing service needs 
Garbage disposal, dishwasher 
Leak, clog, faucets, etc. 
Please call me.  
Independent and local.
Prices reasonable. 
Give me a call 240 988 8908 
Time bank members receive 
“great discounts”

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://thegranitebuilding.com/mailboxes
http://thegranitebuilding.com/mailboxes
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://www.Kellahermaintenance.com
http://www.WhitehousePiano.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703


















    

 

     
     
    













  

     
     
    


  
     
  


     
      



    
      
      


     
  
      
     



   

    





 



Sports

Donald V. BorgwardtDonald V. Borgwardt
FUNERAL HOME, P.A. BB

Family 

O w n e d

Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

Family owned  
and operated4400 Powder Mill Rd.

Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

Call for Sports News
Do you have Greenbelt 

sports news to share?
We welcome your photos 

a n d  s t o r i e s  a t  e d i t o r @
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

  
                                            

Personal Injury, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, DUI, Business Law &
Incorporation, Estate Planning & Administration, and

G.H.I. Settlements

66330055  IIvvyy  LLaannee,,  SSuuiittee  440088,,  GGrreeeennbbeelltt,,  MMDD  2200777700
330011--222200--33111111

LAW OFFICES OF
PATRICK J. MCANDREW, LLC.

Shamrock 
junk removal 

and demolition 
Fully insured
301-318-5472

The Eleanor Roosevelt Raiders 
entered the 2023 state playoffs in 
style. After Gabriella Martinez 
struck twice in the opening 20 
minutes en route to a hat-trick, it 
seemed that nothing could outdo 
the junior’s performance. But 
with each additional goal – in 
the eventual 8-0 victory over the 
Wise High School Pumas – Mar-
tinez’s Raider teammates showed 
they wanted to enhance the show. 
Junior Sadie Swart caught the 
Puma keeper off her line with a 
powerful shot from 20 yards out 
for the third goal, then sophomore 
Autumn Freeman stepped in for a 
free kick after Martinez endured a 
foul 25 yards from goal. Freeman 
placed the ball above the keeper’s 
outstretched hands and underneath 
the goalpost, punctuated by a 
raucous celebration from the Roo-
sevelt bench. Swart and Freeman 
both struck again from distance 
in the second half before sopho-
more Mahalet Dejenie closed out 
the scoring after the Wise keeper 
saved winger Emelin Talavera’s 
low curving shot. The Raiders’ 
12th win of the season featured 
their most impressive goals thus 
far as junior Jada Savage helped 
facilitate the Raider offense with 
two assists.

The win against the Pumas 
placed the Raiders in the October 
31 region final with the C.H. 
Flowers’ Jaguars, which the Raid-
ers won 5 to 0 behind another 
Savage hat trick along with goals 
from Freeman and Martinez. The 
state quarterfinals take place on 
Friday, November 3, and Satur-
day, November 4, with a place in 
the state semifinals at hand. 

Soccer Wins Put Raider
Girls into State Quarterfinals  

by Patrick Gleason

Angel Ngwane and Sadie Swart celebrate a Raider goal with a host 
of teammates earlier this season.

Junior Sadie Swart helps conduct the Roosevelt offense as defender 
Angel Ngwane looks on.

- Photos by Vanessa van der Have

Your  
customers  
read this 

paper. 
This ad is $42.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

At the Library  
The Greenbelt Library will be 

closed on Friday, November 10 
through Sunday, November 12 
in observance of Veterans Day. 
Regular hours are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Mondays, Thursdays, Fri-
days; noon to 8 p.m., Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays; 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Saturdays; and 1 to 5 p.m., 
Sundays.  

Storytimes
Friday, November 3, 11:15 

a.m., ages 2 to 3. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/9192147.

Monday, November 6, 10:15 
a.m., ages newborn to 2. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/9191099.

Wednesday, November 8, 
12:15 p.m., ages 3 to 5. Register 
at pgcmls.info/event/9191165.

Indigenous Children’s Stories
Tuesday, November 7, 6 p.m., 

ages 5 to 12. Embark on an ex-
citing exploration of Indigenous 
children’s literature with the Uni-
versity of Maryland’s Native 
American and Indigenous Student 
Union. Register at pgcmls.info/
event/9179519.

Talk Health
Monday, November 6, 11 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. University of Maryland 
School of Nursing students con-
duct free health screenings, refer-
rals, health education and classes 
on a variety of topics, including 
stress reduction, healthy eating 
and nutrition, managing chronic 
illness, and low impact exercises. 
Go to pgcmls.info/event/8976251 
for schedule.

Teen Action Group
Wednesday, November 8, 4:30 

p.m., ages 13 to 18. Register at 
pgcmls.info/event/9189201.

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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At election time, residents are asked to take a few minutes to complete the following questionnaire. The information obtained will be useful to the newly elected City 
Council and City staff. Your confidential responses will be consolidated in a report for general distribution. If a question is not applicable, please leave it blank. Please 

place completed questionnaires in the box provided at the polling location or send it to the City Office at 25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770.
Alternatively, you can fill out the survey by scanning the QR to the right or by visiting www.greenbeltmd.gov/survey.

Community Questionnaire 2023

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INPUT!

1. Please rate your satisfaction over the last 2 years with the 
following services. (5=Excellent, 4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 1=Poor)
 Police Presence   
 Police Responsiveness
 Dispatcher Responsiveness  
 Overall Police Performance
 Overall Police Employee Competence  
 Police Attitude & Behavior Towards Residents
 Animal Control  
 Traffic Control
 Fire & Rescue  
 Parking Enforcement

2. Do you have any concerns about safety and security within 
Greenbelt? If so, please list:

3. If you have contacted the police in the last 2 years, was the 
employee polite & courteous?       Yes        No

4. Did the police employee assist you satisfactorily?       Yes      No

5. Please list any suggestions for improving police services under 
“GENERAL COMMENTS - #5. Other Comments” (located on far right).

PUBLIC SAFETY

1. Describe what you like most about the Greenbelt Community. 
 
 
 

2. Describle what you like least about the Greenbelt Community. 
 
 
 

3. What improvements to the City or new City programs would you 
suggest? 
 
 

4. What improvements or new City programs could make mail-in 
voting process easier to use or entice you to use it next election? 
 
 
 

5. Other Comments: 
 
 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS

1. How do you rate the value of City services and programs for your 
tax dollars? (5=Excellent, 4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 1=Poor) 

2. Are City services fairly distributed throughout Greenbelt?  
 Yes No

3. The City has limited ability to raise revenues other than through 
property taxes or fees. In light of this fact, would you support a tax 
rate increase in order to:
• Maintain current City services/programs Yes No
• Increase City services/programs  Yes No
• Provide fair compensation to employees Yes No
• Participate in green initiatives (greenhouse gas reduction, solar 

power, battery powered equipment, etc) Yes No

4. In general, should City services be (choose one)
 Kept at the Same Level Reduced             Increased

5. If the City had to reduce services/programs, which ones would you 
suggest and why?:

CITY SERVICES AND TAXES

1. How would you prefer to receive information about City programs 
and services? (Please rate your use from 1-10, 1=top preference)
 Greenbelt TV Greenbelt News Review 
 Mail  City Newsletter Email  
 Facebook  Greenbeltmd.gov YouTube  
 Washington Post WTOP (Radio) Local TV News 
 Posters/Flyers Other:

2. Please rate your satisfaction with Greenbelt’s efforts to publicize 
and broadcast official information and City events? (5=Excellent, 
4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 1=Poor):   

3. Do you use the City’s website at www.greenbeltmd.gov?  
 Yes No
If so, what for?
 Watch Meetings Calendar  Watch Videos
 Documents Other:

4. What services would you like to see on the City website? 

5. Have you used the video streaming/on-demand section of the City 
website?   Yes No

6. Have you watched any of the programming, including Council 
meetings, offered on the City’s Municipal Access channel over the 
past 2 years?  Yes No

7. Do you watch the public access channel known as Greenbelt 
Access Television? (GATe) Yes No

PUBLIC INFORMATION

1. Have you or a member of your household visited the museum or 
attended a museum activity in the past 2 years? Yes No

GREENBELT MUSEUM
1. Have you had contact with City Community Development/
Code Enforcement Staff (Inspection, Permit, Tall Grass, Structure 
Complaint, etc)?  Yes No

2. Was the Community Development/Code Enforcement employee 
polite & courteous?   Yes No

3. Did the Community Development/Code Enforcement employee 
assist you satisfactorily? Yes No

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/CODE ENFORCEMENTGENERAL INFORMATION
1. Residency - Type 
 Apartment  Townhouse Condominium 
 GHI  Detached Single Family Home 

2. Residency - Neighborhood 
 Greenbelt East (East of Baltimore-Washington Parkway)
 Greenbelt West (West of Kennilworth Avenue) 
 Center City (Between Kennilworth & B-W Parkway) 

3. Do You?  
 Own  Rent

4. Age 
 Under 18  30-44  61-74
 18-29  45-60  75+

5. How Many Years Have You Lived in Greenbelt? 
 Less Than 1 Year 6-10 Years  21-30 Years
 1-5 Years  21-30 Years More than 30 Yrs

6. Employement Status (Check All That Apply) 
 Full-Time            Part-Time  Unemployed 
 Retired            Stay at Home Parent Work From Home
 Student            Multiple Jobs

7. Where Do You Work? 
 Greenbelt   Prince George’s County
 Baltimore   Washington, D.C.
 Montgomery County  Other

8. Please Prioritize (1-3) Your Top Three Modes of Transportation
 Personal Automobile  Metrorail
 Carpool/Vanpool  MetroBus
 Bicycle   TheBus
 Taxi/Uber/Lyft  Walking
 Greenbelt Connection Other

1. Please rate your satisfaction over the last 2 years with the 
following services. (5=Excellent, 4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 1=Poor)
 Street Maintenance  Street Lighting  
 Street Cleaning  Snow Removal  
 Sidewalk Maintenance Crosswalks
 Park Maintenance  Bike Lanes  
 Refuse Collection  Recycling   
 Mowing/Flower/Tree Planting Building Maintenance
 Bus Stops   Greenbelt Connection

2. If you have contacted Public Works in the last 2 years, was the 
employee polite & courteous?  Yes No

PUBLIC WORKS

1. Please rate your satisfaction with any City facilities which you or your 
family have used. (5=Excellent, 4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 1=Poor)
 Aquatics & Fitness Center                  Community Center
 Springhill Lake Recreation Center                Youth Center
 Skate Park  Youth Center              Playgrounds
 Parks  Athletic Fields            Trails
 Other: 

2. Please rate your satisfaction with any City activities which you or 
your family have attended. (5=Excellent, 4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 
1=Poor)
 Fitness Classes  Pre-School Classes
 Youth/Adult Classes  Camp Programs
 Visual Art Programs  Senior Programs
 Performing Art Programs Aquatic Programs
 Special Events (Artful Afternoons, Fall Fest, July 4th, Winter  
 Lights Festival, Celebration of Spring, etc)
 Other (Please Specify):

3. Please check any programs which you or a member of your 
household ae likely to attend within the next 2 years.  
(Check all that apply)
 Pre-School Activities                 
 Children’s Afternoon Activities
 Children’s Weekend Activities
 Children’s Drop-In Activities
 Home School/School Enrichment Activities 
 Family Recreation Activities - Weekend
 Adult Classes or Leagues  
 Senior Activities
 Drop-In Activities   
 Special Events (Examples #2 above)

RECREATION

1. Have you or your family utilized any of the services listed below 
(#3) in the last 2 years?   Yes No

2. Did you know the City provides the services below?
 Yes No

3. If yes, please rate your satisfaction with the services. (5=Excellent, 
4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 1=Poor)
 Counseling (Individual, family, or group)  
 Crisis Intervention Counseling
 Tutoring   
 GED 
 Job Bank   
 Babysitting Workshop  
 Assistance in Living (GAIL) Program

4. If you plan to remain in your home as you age, which of the 
following might you require:
 Online Advice & Support Home Modifications 
 Activities for Homebound 1st Floor Bathroom 
 Other:

5. How soon would you need these services?
 Now       1-3 Years 4-7 Years                8+ Years

GREENBELT CARES/SOCIAL SERVICES

1. If you have school age children, please rate the schools they 
currently attend. (5=Excellent, 4=Good, 3=Average, 2=Fair, 1=Poor)
 Greenbelt Elementary    
 Springhill Lake Elementary
 Dora Kennedy French Immersion           
 Magnolia Elementary
 Greenbelt Middle School 
 Eleanor Roosevelt High School
 Home Schooling   
 Other:

2. Using the same scale in #1 above, please rate the Prince George’s 
County School System overall:  

3. Please rank the following statements. (5=Strongly Agree, 4=Agree, 
3=Neutral, 2=Disagree, 1=Strongly Disagree)
 The City should continue to provide grants to Greenbelt  
 schools/educators
 The City should continue to advocate that Greenbelt   
 students attend Greenbelt schools if they so choose.

EDUCATION
1. Do you value having a City-operated animal shelter? (Y/N) If so, 
would you support enchanced services such as a 24/7 answering 
service which might require additional staff/funding?          Yes         No

2. Are you interested in participating in the City’s Diversity, Equity, & 
Inclusion efforts? (Y/N) If yes, via:   
 Town Hall  Focus Group  
 Survey  Direct Contact

3. The City is in the process of acquiring the Greenbelt Armory. In 
your opinion, what would be the ideal purpose(s) or function(s) for 
this location?  
 GVFD station    
 New City Hall    
 Recreation Facility  
 Other:

CURRENT QUESTIONS


