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Inside Stories

Swim Team is 
back, p.11

Virtual Open 
Studio, p.12

See CAMP, page  12

See HISTORY, page  8

What Goes On
Sunday, July 4
9 p.m. Independence Day 
Fireworks
Wednesday, July 7
8 p.m. Council Worksession: 
Greenbelt Museum 

___

All meetings are virtual. 
See the meetings calendar at 
greenbeltmd.gov for agendas 
and information on public par-
ticipation in these meetings.

Brand new defense housing in 1941

Elaine Nakash, left, and Deanna Dawson and observe birds 
at stop 50 of the Bachmill Mill BBS route in northeastern 
Carroll County. Finished until next year! 

Creative Kids Camp campers Emilia Loo and Leonora Gaschick 
appreciate the shade afforded by the trees on the Community 
Center front lawn.

Beverly Palau is in a cheerful 
mood prior to her retirement.  
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If Beverly Palau were writ-

ing this story, it would have 
a hundred photos showing the 
subject moving around the city. 
An accompanying video would 
interview someone, like this re-
porter, explaining how the sub-
ject’s work communicating the 
life of the city helped encourage 
more people to have a life in the 
city. And the press release would 
highlight what is to come as well 
as what is past.

Palau, the City of Greenbelt 
public information and commu-
nications coordinator, has retired 
after 32 years. No more will 
she post pictures on the city’s 
webpage or Facebook pages. No 
longer will she be the go-to per-
son for questions about what part 
of the city does what. Soon there 
will be a new person in those 
roles, but Palau is moving on.

 Palau grew up in College 
Park in the Calvert Hills neigh-
borhood, surrounded by cousins. 
“We were not raised as typical 

Thirty-two Years Later, Palau
Retires, Looks to Her Future

by Melissa Sites

Fourth of July 
Fireworks!

Este artículo está dis-
ponible en español en nuestra 
página web www.greenbelt-
newsreview.com. 

Fireworks for the Fourth of 
July will take place at about 
9 p.m. on Sunday at Buddy 
Attick Park. No entertainment 
will precede the fireworks 
display. Attendees are strongly 
encouraged to wear masks and 
socially distance, especially 
unvaccinated individuals.

It was inching toward 4 a.m. 
on Sunday, June 13, and this 
reporter and Elaine Nakash were 
scrambling to get on the road. 
The two News Review staffers 
were heading to Carroll County, 
Maryland, to conduct a Breeding 
Bird Survey route and needed to 
be at the route’s starting point, 
ready to go, by 30 minutes be-

Local Birders Again Take Part
In Continent-wide Bird Survey

by Deanna Dawson

fore sunrise. They knew the rou-
tine, having done another route 
in Carroll County the previous 
Sunday morning.

The routes are part of the 
North American Breeding Bird 
Survey (BBS), which tracks the 
status and trends of North Ameri-
can bird populations. The BBS 
was developed and launched in 

1966 by the late Chandler Rob-
bins, a noted ornithologist and 
Dawson’s longtime colleague at 
the Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center, where the program is 

Hispanic women,” she said, re-
calling how her father encouraged 
her love of sports.

Palau’s father was head of 
Spanish/Portuguese at the Library 
of Congress. Palau recalled, “My 
father and aunt and uncle all 
grew up in Cuba. When my fa-
ther was 10, they moved to Puer-
to Rico. My mom lived in Ponce. 

My mother’s father was a doctor, 
[whose] office building was taken 
over and is now a museum.” As 
a filmmaker, Palau dreams of 
visiting Ponce to film the famous 
square where her parents spent 
time, to add it to the interviews 
she filmed of her parents before 
her father died in 2017.

Palau’s aunt, Graciela Palau de 
Nemes, moved to College Park 
to work with the University of 
Maryland foreign language pro-
gram, where she met Juan Ramon 
Jimenez, a Spanish poet who 
became her mentor. As a transla-
tor and critic of Jimenez’s work, 
Dr. Nemes nominated him for 
the Nobel Prize, which he won. 
A building on campus is named 
after Jimenez, thanks again to 
Palau’s aunt. 

Palau studied radio, televi-
sion and film at the Universi-
ty of Maryland.  The degree, 
Palau said, was “equivalent to  

Stephen Oetken, a longtime 
resident of Greenbelt, is a do-
cent with the Greenbelt Museum, 
a member of the board of the 
Friends of the Greenbelt Museum 
and holds a master’s degree in 
historic preservation.  After living 
in the North End of Greenbelt 
Homes Inc. (GHI) area of Green-
belt, Oetken became interested 
in the history of the neighbor-
hood, telling the News Review, 
“I would walk around the area 
and become fascinated with what 
I would see, prompting me to 
begin my research.”

Greenbelt’s North End Began
As Military Housing in WWII

by Julie Rapp

Oetken, who conducts walking 
tours of the North End and is a 
North End expert, stated, “We 
have two different neighborhoods 
with two different types of hous-
ing,” in an online lecture pre-
sented by the Greenbelt Museum 
on June 17. Oetken has done 
extensive research using multiple 
online resources as well as the 
News Review archives to unearth 
the history surrounding this area 
and its early beginnings.

Oetken began by reviewing 
the early history of the original 

“Unlimited positive energy” is 
how Creative Kids Camp starts 
off the summer every year. That 
is the camp’s motto, according 
to Performing Arts Coordinator 
Chris Cherry. The camp joins six 
others being run by Greenbelt 
Recreation this year. “There’s a 
real theme of community in the 
camp,” said Cherry, who is back 
with the program for his 23rd 
summer. “It’s a place where the 
kids really feel accepted for who 
they are and where they can ex-

Creative Kids Camp Opens 
Both In-person and Virtual

by Melissa Signorini

plore their creativity,” he added. 
The camp is in the second 

week of its first session. A total 
of four sessions will run for 
two weeks at a time each at the 
Community Center. The camp 
runs inperson Monday through 
Friday for two hours in the 
morning, and then moves online 
in the afternoon from the camp-
ers’ own homes. Campers get to 
participate in visual arts, drama, 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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See LETTERS, page 4

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.
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Letters to the Editor

UMD Reporter
Melissa Signorini, a Mary-

land journalism major soon to 
graduate, is an intern writing 
for the News Review.

Salutes Scout 
Stewards

I was happy to see the front-
page story on Raina Dirksen’s 
Eagle Scout project to build and 
set up bee hotels and birdhouses 
throughout Greenbelt.  My own 
Eagle project was to put a blue-
bird house system in a local 
botanical garden near my home-
town, so it’s great to see the tra-
dition being carried on.  This is 
also an important lesson on how 
we can support the next genera-
tion in becoming the stewards of 
our land and public spaces.  By 
trusting them to be the leaders in 
community development projects 
throughout the city, we ensure 
that Greenbelt will have a true 
connection with its residents in 
the coming years.

Vijay Parameshwaran

A Cat Story?
For four weeks now I have 

read, under City Notes, cryptic 
accounts of 60 to 103 cats be-
ing impounded from a single 
residence.

As one with a long-term inter-
est in cats and cat care (you may 
remember Ms. DeLuca Cat who 
was popular around Town Center 
because of being a petable shoul-
der rider and a leash walker), I 
am wondering:

1. Are all of these reports in-
volving the same human and fe-
line occupants of one residence?

2. What were the agenda(s) of 
the human(s)?

3. What were the agendas of 
the cats?

4. Were all of these cats alive 
when impounded?

5. Did it appear that, at the 
time impounded, the cats had had 
reasonably good care?

6. Was it apparent that these 
cats would have fared better/
worse were they to have been 
taken to the Prince George’s 
County Animal Shelter?

7. Where are these cats now? 
Surely there would not have been 
space for them at the Greenbelt 
Animal Shelter.

I think that a story could be 
written up sketchily without ex-
cessive invasion of privacy, and 
in such a manner that all persons 
interested in cats, feeding feral 
cats, living with cats and hating 
cats could benefit.

Bill Norwood  

Editorial Is Insightful
Thank you so very much for 

the very insightful editorial in 
the June 24 issue of the News 
Review.

As the editorial noted, this 
year’s budget process was inef-
ficient and many councilmembers 
did not work well to see that the 
budget was passed by the dead-
line of June 10.  

Thank you once again for 
demonstrating how a free press 
can preserve and protect our first 
amendment rights to freedom of 
religion, speech and the press, 
rights of assembly and petition.

Leta and Darrell Mach

Climate Emergency
Hats off, again, to our wonder-

ful mayor for his climate emer-
gency resolution. It’s been clear 
to me for some time that there is 
a climate emergency, the heavy 
rains in the spring being just one 
example. For my part I double 
mask as often as possible to 
reduce my own CO2 emissions. 
Let’s work together to end this 
emergency and the scourge of 
CO2.

Trudy Croyeur

Postal Procrastination
Yet another:

May’s Capital-M, announcing 
community events in which I 
might want to participate dur-
ing that month, arrived on June 
24. Normally, the Cap-M arrives 
around a week before the end of 
the previous month.

David Shapiro

When is Enough,
Enough?

There is an answer: NOW! 
Spring brought a serious problem 
to our attention: the disappear-
ance of birds and their young. 
The winged visitors that have 
populated my yard since I moved 
here 30+ years ago, that filled the 
place with birdsong, are practi-
cally nonexistent. This reminds 
me of the book Silent Spring 
(1962) that alerted us with its 
message, warning of a chemical 
apocalypse that endangered bald 
eagle existence. It triggered the 
establishment of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency in 1970.

There is also a noticeable de-

cline in other wildlife wanderers 
… rabbits and raccoons, opos-
sums, frogs and toads, beneficial 
pollinators (insects, bees, bats and 
butterflies) that originally attract-
ed me to move here. A wildlife 
researcher would say their disap-
pearance warrants further inves-
tigation – beyond more chemical 
controls that wildlife doesn’t have 
time to develop stronger immu-
nity toward. I agree.

Let the weeds grow (especially 
milkweed for the monarch but-
terflies) to do what they do best: 
nourish the wild ones with seeds 
and insects, nectar, berries and 
more. 

Jean E. Newcomb

Kudos for New Deal 
Negotiating Team

In our article published in 
the June 24 issue on the his-
toric collaboration between the 
New Deal Café and Greenbelt 
Consumer Cooperative (Co-op), 
we inadvertently failed to ac-
knowledge the hard work of the 
Café’s negotiating team.  For-
mer Café board member Aileen 
Kroll, who led the team, former 
Café Audit Committee mem-
ber Carla Monardes and current 
board member Dorian Winterfeld 
worked tirelessly in negotiating 
the final contract elements with 
Dan Gillotte, general manager of 
the Co-op. Each brought a unique 
perspective to the negotiating 
team.  Winterfeld, as treasurer of 
the Café, made sure we were on 
firm financial footing and Monar-
des provided first-hand experience 
and an intimate knowledge of our 
members’ desires as one of the 
Café’s most experienced bartend-
ers. Kroll, as our legal advisor, 
played a critical role in helping 
the board clearly articulate its 
thoughts and ideas about the con-
tract and what it should include, 
and spent countless hours shap-
ing the final contract elements so 
that both the Café and the Co-op 
would have a clear understand-
ing of our individual roles and 
responsibilities, and thus lay the 
foundation for a smooth and 
successful relationship going for-
ward. On behalf of the New Deal 
Café Board, Audit Committee, 
Music Coordinator and all of our 
members we want to thank the 
Café’s negotiating team for their 
excellent work.

Michael Hartman

Birdsong Translated by Jean Newcomb
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Community Events

Richard St. Barbe Baker was one
of the foremost environmentalists
of the twentieth century. In 1952,
he proposed planting a "Green
Front" of trees 4,000 miles long
and 30 miles wide along the
southern reaches of the Sahara to
begin to reclaim the desert, a 

movement now underway called The Great Green 
Wall. We will hear Paul Hanley speak about, “Man 
of the Trees: Richard St. Barbe Baker, the First 
Global Conservationist.” Friday July 2 – 7:55PM –
Zoom ID: 876 9398 7954, passcode: 941340 

www.greenbeltbahais.org

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review July 1, 2021

Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

Richard St. Barbe Baker was one of the foremost environmentalists of the twentieth century. In 
1952, he proposed planting a "Green Front" of trees 4,000 miles long and 30 miles wide along 
the southern reaches of the Sahara to begin to reclaim the desert, a movement now underway 
called The Great Green Wall. We will hear Paul Hanley speak about, “Man of the Trees: Richard 
St. Barbe Baker, the First Global Conservationist.” Friday July 2 – 7:55PM - Zoom ID: 820 9228 
9695, passcode: 141759 

Md. Taxes Due July 15
Thursday, July 15, is the dead-

line for Maryland state income 
tax returns. Customers may pick 
up a Maryland 2020 resident tax 
booklet directly inside the Green-
belt Library or obtain two cop-
ies of the booklet per sidewalk 
service visit. For most Maryland 
state tax forms and information, 
visit the Comptroller of Maryland 
website (marylandtaxes.gov), or 
for forms only, call 410-260-
7951.

CRAB Holds Forums 
On July 8 and 18

The Community Relations Ad-
visory Board (CRAB) is hosting 
two online forums, moderated by 
Dr. Kris Marsh of the Univer-
sity of Maryland. The intent is 
to share perspectives on policing 
in Greenbelt in view of the Fair 
and Just Policing Act introduced 
by Mayor Colin Byrd last sum-
mer and changes mandated by 
the Maryland State Legislature.  
CRAB is not seeking a point-
by-point presentation, but rather 
is collecting general sentiments 
concerning the need for change 
as well as comments for main-
taining things as they are.

The times are Thursday, July 8 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
July 18 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
All are invited to join by Zoom 
connection by contacting Assis-
tant City Manager Tim George at 
Tgeorge@greenbeltmd.gov.  Indi-
viduals and groups may submit 
written statements to George at 
the same email address.  There 
will also be a directed question-
naire available, in lieu of attend-
ing or speaking at the public 
meeting, at the city’s website, 
greenbeltmd.gov.  

All are invited to comment in 
the manner most suitable to them.  
Anyone wishing to participate 
who needs special assistance to 
do so is asked to call the city 
clerk during business hours at 
301-474-8000 at least 72 hours 
before each meeting.  CRAB will 
review the comments received 
and produce a report to council 
on its recommendations later this 
year.

Blood Needed
Greenbelt’s American Legion 

Post 136 at 6900 Greenbelt Road 
will host a blood drive on Mon-
day, July 12 from 1:30 to 6 p.m. 
The drive is in response to a 
severe blood shortage that con-
tinues nationwide, according to 
the American Red Cross. Donors 
of all blood types are needed, but 
type O and platelet donations are 
most urgently needed. 

Donors who give blood be-
tween July 7 and July 31 will 
receive a $10 Amazon gift card 
and get a chance to win gas for a 
year. To schedule an appointment 
and to see when and where other 
nearby blood drives are sched-
uled, visit RedCrossBlood.org or 
call 1-800-733-2767.

County Has Rent Help
Prince George’s County is 

offering rent relief because of 
Covid-19. The county’s 2021 
Emergency Rental and Utilities 
Assistance Program (ERAP) will 
help eligible applicants with pay-
ment assistance for rent and utili-
ties. Landlords may also apply on 
behalf of their tenants. Applica-
tions will be accepted until funds 
are out. To apply and for more 
information visit hcd.mypgc.us 
and click “Emergency Rental As-
sistance Program.”

Drum for Wellness 
On Saturday, July 10, from 

10:30 a.m. to noon, reconnect 
with community and support 
your health with an in-person 
drum circle led by Katy Gaughan 
of Drumming for Wellness and 
sponsored by Heavenly Well.   
Drumming regularly with a 
group of people boosts the im-
mune system, reduces stress, 
increases endorphins and helps 
bond  wi th  o thers .  Bes t  o f 
all, it’s fun! Family friendly, 
all ages welcome, no experi-
ence necessary.  Each circle 
will include basic instruction, 
g a m e s ,  r h y t h m s  a n d  j a m -
ming.  Drummers are encouraged 
to bring their own drum but some 
drums will also be provided. 
The drum circles will be held 
at an indoor/outdoor space that 
has shelter and plenty of open 
air for safe air circulation. Ad-
dress will be provided upon 
registration.  Free parking and 
access to rest rooms. All cir-
cles will be socially distanced. 
Donations encouraged but no 
one will be turned away. For 
more information, contact katy@
katygaughan.com.

Outdoor Meetup
For Visual Artists

The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 
program invites visual artists 
working in all media to meet out-
side the Community Center for a 
Virtual Art Share on Friday, July 
16 at 7 p.m. Artists may also 
Zoom in if preferred.

The event is a casual, friendly 
forum intended for adults, no 
matter what their experience, and 
all are welcome. Artists are invit-
ed to bring one to three pieces to 
share and discuss. The program is 
free, but advance registration at 
greenbeltmd.gov/arts is required. 
Art Shares are held monthly.

Monday Matinees
Start at OGT in July

Old Greenbelt Theatre is back 
with Monday Matinees. There 
will be two screenings every 
Monday throughout July; show-
times are at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
The movie lineup is as follows: 
July 5, Rear Window; July 12, 
It Happened One Night; July 19, 
Father of the Bride; and July 26, 
Shadow of a Doubt.

Shows will have a limited 
capacity of 50 people per screen-
ing. Tickets are free. They can 
be picked up at the theater on 
Thursday, July 1, from 2 to 4 
p.m. and Friday, July 2 from 5 
to 7 p.m.

A Bit More Peace
In a world where many of us 

often attempt to do more, do it 
better and do it more quickly, the 
Mishkan Torah Sisterhood has 
quietly offered summer guided 
meditation classes to Greenbelters 
for the past six years. Although 
the synagogue itself is a won-
derful peaceful setting that is 
welcoming to all, meditation this 
year will be offered via Zoom 
and anyone can attend from the 
comfort of one’s own home.

Class sizes have ranged from 
eight to 19 people, from teen-
agers to senior citizens. All at-
tendees have expressed a desire 
to quiet their bodies, minds and 
spirits and to deepen inner still-
ness while improving their abil-
ity to reconnect with themselves. 
Class participants have described 
feeling more peaceful, serene, 
relaxed and mindful, both dur-
ing and between classes. Many 
individuals have experienced a 
greater ease falling asleep and 
more patience during challenging 
times.

A difference has been made 
in many people’s lives when 
utilizing meditation practices that 
teach one to slow down, become 
quiet, go within and experience a 
bit more peace. Summer classes 
started Monday, June 21 and will 
continue from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. 
every other Monday through 
September 13. For more informa-
tion email Katrina Boverman at 
Katrinaboverman@yahoo.com or 
call her at 301-641-1035.

At the Library
All library branches will be 

closed Sunday and Monday, July 
4 and 5, to celebrate the Indepen-
dence Day holiday.

The library is now open to 
the public, with hours Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Wednes-
days from noon to 8 p.m.; and 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sidewalk service for held 
books is available outside the 
upper-level entrance. Study rooms 
are open but meeting rooms re-
main closed. 

Appointments for one hour of 
computer use can be made up to 
seven days in advance at pgcmls.
info/reopening or 240-455-5451; 
some computers may be available 
with no appointments. The library 
is not accepting book donations 
for the foreseeable future but has 
a third-party book donation bin 
outside the lower-level entrance.

These Books Made Me
The library has launched the 

podcast: These Books Made Me, 
exploring the literary heroines 
who shaped the podcasters. In the 
debut episode, they discuss Har-
riet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh. 
Harriet captivated her readers for 
generations but looking back, 
was Harriet a good role model? 
Or even a good person? Visit the 
podcast blog at pgcmls.medium.
com.

Mobile Printing, Hotspots
The Greenbelt Library now 

offers mobile printing to the pub-
lic. The first 10 black and white 
pages are free. More informa-
tion is available at pgcmls.info/
mobile-printing.

Families can borrow mobile 
hotspot devices for up to nine 
weeks at a time. Adults ages 
18 and older with library cards 
in good standing may request a 
SmartSpot through the curbside 
booking form. One device per 
household may be borrowed. 

Summer Reading
The Washington Nationals and 

Prince George’s County Memorial 
Library System are partnering for 
a second year on “Summer @ 
Your Library,” Prince George’s 
County’s summer reading and 
library engagement program. The 
2021 theme is Tails and Tales 
and it will be offered in English 
and Spanish for all ages. This 
year’s program runs through Fri-
day, August 20 and will be pri-
marily offered online with select 
in-person events.

County Schools Offer  
Free Summer Meals

Prince George’s County Public 
Schools (PGCPS) is operating 
its annual Summer Food Service 
Program through Wednesday, 
August 18.  Grab and Go break-
fast and lunch meal packages 
will be available on Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at 62 schools, including 
Greenbelt and Berwyn Heights 
Elementary Schools. Students 
attending in-school summer pro-
grams will receive breakfast and 
lunch.

Visit the PGCPS website for 
a complete list of school and li-
brary meal sites or find a nearby 
meal distribution site by visiting 
MDsummerMeals.org.

Cicada Mania Crowns  
Labor Day Photo Show

After 17 years, the Cicada 
Mania category is returning to 
the 2021 Greenbelt Labor Day 
Festival Photo Show.

While the nonprofit Greenbelt 
Labor Day Festival Committee 
is currently trying to determine 
what activities will be a part of 
the Festival this year, the Photo 
Show will definitely be happen-
ing, even if it ends up being only 
online again. Look for updates 
about the 2021 Festival with de-
tails on how to enter.

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

Donate Sneakers
For People in Need

Greenbelt Community Church, 
United Church of Christ (GCC) 
is partnering with GotSneakers 
to send gently used sneakers to 
countries where the poor often 
go barefoot out of necessity. A 
donation box for sneakers can 
be found outside the Fellowship 
Center, the small building behind 
the church, for people to drop off 
sneakers at any time. 

http://marylandtaxes.gov
about:blank
about:blank
http://RedCrossBlood.org
http://hcd.mypgc.us
mailto:katy@katygaughan.com
mailto:katy@katygaughan.com
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
mailto:Katrinaboverman@yahoo.com
http://pgcmls.medium.com
http://pgcmls.medium.com
http://MDsummerMeals.org
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Obituaries
The News Review publishes 

obituaries of Greenbelt resi-
dents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  We try to include 
information about participation 
in various activities and organi-
zations, where the person lived 
and something about the fam-
ily.  A photograph and service 
information should be included.  
There is no charge.

July 4    10 a.m.
A New Declaration of Freedom

Zoom video at https://zoom.us/j/93495780708
 Rev. Lynn Strauss  with Worship Associate Polly Pettit

How do we overcome the American tradition of violence? On this July 4th, let us 
consider the legacy of romanticizing war. What might freedom feel like if our country 
adopted “War is Not the Answer’, as our national motto? Isn’t freedom a human right?

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Whoever you are  
and wherever you are 

 on your  
Spiritual journey,  

you are welcome HERE.

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

NOW LIVE/IN PERSON
Sunday at 10:15 

Sermon Title:

Putting Prophets in 
Their Place!

www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

One Hillside Road

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Daniel Winsky, a for-
mer Greenbelt resident who died 
on June 22.

Congratulation to the Bozzuto 
Group, headquartered in Green-
belt and just named 2021’s No. 
2 Top Workplace among Largest 
Employers by the Washington 
Post. 

The News Review extends a 
warm welcome to Pastor Evelyn 
Rivera who is joining Mowatt 
Memorial United Methodist 
Church, and best wishes for a 
happy retirement to Pastor Fay 
Lundin.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord

Psalm 33:12a

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11a   ONLINE

MCFcc.org/online
(In Person Services Resuming July 11)

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
All services and activities are currently virtual
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Evelyn Rivera, Pastor

In-Person Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Come meet our new pastor.

 

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
of GREENBELT 

During the pandemic, we   
gather VIRTUALLY for 

Liturgy of the Word 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

For ZOOM link: 
 

FDeBernardo@aol.com 

Mowatt Memorial United 
Methodist Church announced 
that Pastor Evelyn Rivera will 
join their church family.  She 
will replace Pastor Fay Lundin, 
who is retiring.  Pastor Evelyn 
comes with a boatload of experi-
ence and high expectations for 
the church and community.  Her 
greatest hope is for Mowatt to 
offer God’s radical and inclusive 
grace to all people while calling 
every follower of Jesus to inner 
holiness, missional compassion 
and justice rooted in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  All are invited 
to join in welcoming Pastor Ev-
elyn on Sunday morning.  

On Sunday, July 4, the church 
will also welcome guest accom-
panist Julie Ann Hawk.  Well-
known as a drama instructor at 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School, 
Hawk will bring her many tal-
ents to Mowatt at the 9:30 a.m. 
service.  Everyone is welcome at 
40 Ridge Road in Old Greenbelt.

Mowatt Church Gains New
Pastor and Accompanist

by Ellen Noll

Evelyn Rivera is the new 
pastor at Mowatt MUMC, 
and Julie Hawk, below, is 
guest accompanist.
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Letters continued
Firefly Sanctuary – 
An Appreciation 

For an amazing experience, 
walk along the Stream Valley 
Park at night to Greenbelt’s new 
Firefly Sanctuary. After dark it 
looks like the trees are covered 
in thousands of twinkling Christ-
mas lights. The effect is truly 
magical. A huge thank you to our 
neighbor Mary Ann Canter and 
city staff for creating a sanctuary 
for these beautiful and important 
pollinators. It’s incredible the dif-
ference it has made to simply not 
mow the edges of the field.

Jon & Anne Gardner A timed exposure of the Firefly Sanctuary shows thousands of points 
of light among the trees. The newspaper printing process, unfortu-
nately, does not show the thousands of tiny firefly lights covering 
the trees.  Use your imagination, or better yet, go see them yourself.
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The City of Greenbelt has 
been recognized this month by 
the Public Technology Institute 
for its technology and creativity 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Outstanding recreation program-
ming at Greenbelt Recreation 
has offered Greenbelters the op-

Greenbelt Wins Award 
For Virtual Rec Classes

portunity to take over 275 classes 
virtually throughout the pandemic. 
The city’s information technology 
department developed the frame-
work for creating and manag-
ing connectivity from Greenbelt 
homes and recreation facilities. 

The Public Technology Institute recognizes the City of Greenbelt 
for the technology and creativity used to create virtual Recreation 
programming. Dale Worley, left, director of the city IT Department, 
and Greg Varda, director of recreation, show off the award.
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Nonprofit? 
Get your 

message here for 
$30

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

https://zoom.us/j/93495780708
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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City Information & Events
The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation.  We celebrate all people.  

By sharing together all are enriched.  We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

• Advisory Committee 
on Education

• Arts Advisory Board
• Senior Citizens  

Advisory Committee
• Youth Advisory  

Committee 

Firefly Viewing
 

Come to the Greenbelt Firefly Sanctuary and watch the beautiful, mystical  
fireflies put on their annual show.   

Bring a camp chair and relax under the stars. 

Saturdays, July 10th and 17th, anytime from 10 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 

Learn about fireflies and their habitats from a Sanctuary Committee member.  
 

The Sanctuary is located in the Stream Valley Park. To get there, park in the St. 
Hugh’s School parking lot, walk across Crescent Road (push the button for the 

pedestrian-crossing light first, for visibility). Follow the lighted path up to the Sanc-
tuary. Or enter the path from the opposite direction, through the pedestrian tunnel 

under Hillside Road, which is lighted.  
 

Water will be available and you won’t be bombarded by cicadas – 
they’ll be gone by the time these two events take place! 

Camp YOGO is back—prepared to help campers engage and 
interact through traditional camp games and activities that 

will keep both the body and mind active. “Try everything once” 
is the perfect motto for a group that gives campers the op-

portunity to expand their comfort zones while building lifelong 
summer memories. 

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation  
to see the complete Camp Guide

OFFICIAL NOTICE
In accordance with Section 3-305(b)(1) of the General Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of the Public 
General Laws of Maryland, a closed session of the Greenbelt City Council will be held on Wednesday, July 
07, 2021, in the Library of the Municipal Building immediately following the Greenbelt Museum Work Ses-

sion, to discuss  the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, 
removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public 

body has jurisdiction; any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals.

The purpose of this meeting will be the performance evaluation of the City Manager. 

* The public may attend the Greenbelt Work Session prior to the closed session, and observe the vote 
of Council to move into closed session on Wednesday, July 7th, 2021.

Bonita Anderson
City Clerk

Meetings July 5th - July 9th 
• Tuesday, July 6   
• Arts Advisory Board Meeting, 7pm, via Zoom 

• Wednesday, July 7
• Advisory Planning Board Meeting, 7:30pm, via 

Zoom
• Beltway Plaza Redevelopment Project Detailed 

Site Plan
• Pedestrian and Bicyclist Master Plan 

• Council Work Session with the Greenbelt  
Museum, at 8:00pm, in person, Municipal Building
• Introductions
• Update
• Other

• City Manager Evaluation, following the work  
session

The Community Relations Advisory Board will 
be holding a virtual forum to discuss community  
policing on Thursday, July 8 from 7:00pm-
8:30pm.  The Greenbelt police will be in atten-
dance at this first meeting. This is the first of two 
virtual forums, the second will be held on Sunday, 
July 18 from 10:00am-11:30am without police at-
tendance. 

In advance, the hearing impaired are advised to use 
MD RELAY at 711 to submit your questions/comments 
or contact the City Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or email 
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation 
that a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000. For 
information on public  participation for the virtual meet-
ings above, visit the meetings calendar at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov.

Want to make a 
difference? 

The following committees & 
boards have vacancies:

For more information visit  
www.greenbeltmd.gov 
or call 301-474-8000.

Greenbelt Recreation Announces
Spots still available in CAMP YOGO Ages 12-15

LOCATION: Greenbelt Fire 
Dept., 125 Crescent Rd. 
TIME: 8:30am – 11:30am 

WEEKLY FEE:  
R: $74, NR: $85 

SESSION DATES:   
June 28- August 20 

Please call 301-397-2200 
for more information. 
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BIRDERS continued from page 1

APR = annual percentage rate. Rates subject to change 
without notice. Rate based on credit. Credit 

qualifications and approval required. 

Adventure is Worthwhile

Rates as Low as 4% APR*

Get a Vacation Loan TODAY!

headquartered. There are over 
4,000 routes scattered across 
the continental U.S. and Can-
ada, about 2,500 of which are 
run each year. (BBS routes also 
have been established in northern 
Mexico, but few of these have 
been run regularly.) Each route 
consists of 50 stops spaced at 
half-mile intervals along a 24.5-
mile driving route along second-
ary roads (mostly). At each stop, 
an observer identifies and counts 
all birds seen or heard within a 
timed three-minute period.

Conducting a Route
Each route is run once each 

year during the height of the 
bird breeding season: June for 
most of the U.S. and Canada. 
Dawson aims to run her two 
BBS routes on Sundays, when 
traffic is lighter. Both routes start 
north of Westminster, one head-
ing southward, the other head-
ing to the east (route starting 
points and directions of travel 
were randomly selected when the 
BBS was designed). Although 
geographic coordinates are avail-
able for stop locations, Nakash, 
the driver, finds it much faster 
to use the car’s odometer and 
visual descriptions – directly 

opposite a very small shed, just 
beyond mailbox 4710, at end of 
guard rail, etc. – to ensure that 
the stops are made in the same 
spots each year. Having run these 
routes since 1985 (yikes!), Daw-
son recognizes most stops almost 
immediately but there always are 
some changes from year to year 
– most often new houses.

At each stop, Dawson, the 
observer, starts a timer and calls 
out the birds as she hears or 
sees them, with Nakash tally-
ing and recording the counts on 
pre-printed data sheets. Dawson 
detects most birds by ear, iden-
tifying them by their songs or 
calls, but must keep alert for 
silent birds – for example, the 
belted kingfisher or green heron 
that fly over, or the eastern blue-
birds quietly perched on a fence. 
Three minutes can go by quickly 
if there is a lot of bird activity – 
or slowly if there are lots of cars, 
which Nakash counts and records. 
Once the timer alarm sounds, 
Dawson and Nakash jump back 
into the car and drive on to the 
next stop. After 30 or so stops, 
their energy begins to wane, but 
they must keep up the pace to 
finish the route within the rec-

At a June 16 council work-
session, Economic Development 
Coordinator Charise Liggins dis-
cussed the current state of the 
city’s business community. She 
also shared the contents of her 
memo outlining strategies on 
how the community can best 
move forward out of the financial 
hardships resulting from the pan-
demic. According to the memo, 
“The state of emergency has 
transitioned from one of crisis 
management and response to re-
covery and resiliency.”

Regarding business emergency 
response, Liggins recommends in-
creased outreach to businesses on 
Covid-19 restriction; emergency 
relief programs; county, state 
and federal resources; technical 
assistance on emergency relief 
applications; and implementa-
tion of the Greenbelt Business 
Improvement and Recovery Fund 
grant program.

In order to promote business 
recovery resiliency and long-term 
sustainability, Liggins proposes a 
micro grant program to provide 
working capital for small busi-
nesses; attracting businesses to 
start or relocate in Greenbelt; a 
technical assistance grant program 
to match costs associated with 
business growth or expansion; 
and creating a startup fund for 
new entrepreneurs.

On expanding the business 
base, the memo outlines: deter-
mine viability of Greenbelt food 
truck program; an entrepreneur 
bootcamp or training program; a 
sharing of best practices among 
businesses; identify opportunities 
to partner with county, state and 
federal nonprofit business services 
providers; and, a framework for 
prospecting and proactively en-
gaging new businesses.

Liggins’ memo also lays out 
approaches to create a more en-
gaged and inclusive business 
community such as a survey to 
better understand business needs 
across all sectors; raise awareness 

Council and Staff Discuss City
Economic Recovery Strategies

by Matthew Arbach

of Greenbelt-based minority/wom-
en-owned/disabled/veteran-owned 
businesses; and, the establishing 
of a Greenbelt business alliance.

Finally, the memo states ideas 
on developing strategic market 
initiatives, building an inclusive 
workforce development strategy, 
and identifying the most relevant 
reporting metrics to help measure 
success of economic development 
efforts.

In considering the situation 
past the pandemic, Liggins rec-
ommends: efforts toward creat-
ing a Main Street designation; 
a strategic planning process for 
economic development; a study 
on possible uses of the Greenbelt 
Armory; aligning with commer-
cial properties to explore options 
for underutilized space in the 
city; and support of transit-orient-
ed development at the Greenbelt 
Metro Station.

Council was very receptive to 
the strategies in the memo and 
praised Liggins for developing a 
concise and comprehensive plan.

The memo also included a 
breakdown of each of the city’s 
business sectors. The top three 
sectors were professional/scien-
tific/tech at 198, healthcare and 
social assistance at 161 and retail 
at 88.

The current office vacancy 
rate is 15.1 percent (down from 
17 percent in March) and the 
retail vacancy rate is 7.8 percent 
(up from 3 percent). Liggins said 
that it is unclear how to account 
for these numbers – they may be 
data catching up.

Without a formal tracking sys-
tem beyond basic outreach to 
businesses, getting the most up-
to-date information from property 
owners (who are often reticent to 
share business information) and 
office buildings (where business 
location changes are frequent) 
is a challenge. Liggins hoped to 
make strides in that area.

Liggins and council were keen 
on creating a greater sense of 

trust with the business commu-
nity, with Assistant City Manager 
Timothy George advocating for 
a grassroots-up approach that 
would lead businesses to be more 
forthcoming in sharing latest in-
formation.

Liggins shared that there were 
no business closures during the 
pandemic emergency.

Liggins and members of the 
business community are begin-
ning to create a series of virtual 
webinars on various topics, such 
as customer service and assorted 
best practices, that can be ac-
cessed on the city’s YouTube 
channel.

Liggins and council felt it 
was important to focus as well 
on the city’s workforce and how 
they have been impacted by the 
pandemic.

Regarding food trucks, Coun-
cilmember Leta Mach was con-
cerned that they may compete 
with existing restaurants, with 
Councilmember Emmett Jordan 
and resident Michael Hartman 
seeing them as beneficial as they 
draw people to the city and to 
city businesses. Hartman saw 
food trucks as an opportunity for 
entrepreneurs to get started in the 
food service industry.

Concerning the soon-to-end 
moratorium on evictions, council 
and staff were troubled as they 
have received little to no re-
sponse from property owners on 
how they will deal with this as 
well as how they will work with 
their tenants on a repayment plan. 
The threat of foreclosures was 
also part of the discussion.

Council focused on getting all 
possible information to residents 
on financial and legal services 
through a variety of avenues like 
newsletters, email blasts, social 
media, the city website and the 
Greenbelt News Review.

Councilmember Judith Davis 
said that while “we can’t help 
all, there are quite a few we can 
help.”

The t ime has  come.  Af-
ter being a part of our family 
for the last decade, we have 
packed up the first home we ever 
owned and are on the way to  
Suffield, Connecticut. Many of 
you reached out to us when I an-
nounced my departure from Ana-
costia Trails Heritage Area, Inc. 
in September. Since then we have 
made a crazy, pandemic-fueled 
transition as kids finished school 
and activities. It was a blessing 
for the support that Greenbelt had 
naturally built in.

Our family wishes to extend 
a thank you to all of those that 
have been part of our lives. Our 
friends who welcomed us in: 
the Ossis, the Wesley-Hunts, the 
Ehrenreichs, the Chaudhuris, the 
Heberts, the Waters, the Knesel/
Goddards, the McGraths, the 
Watkins/Fleishers, the Kennells 
and so many more that we can’t 
list them all. To our scouting 
friends: Cub Scout Pack 202 and 
their great leaders, scouts and 
families, and Girl Scout Troop 
27’s (part of Service Unit 23-
5) amazing scouts and fami-
lies. To our baseball friends with 
Greenbelt Youth Little League 
for the tension and excitement. 
To Greenbelt Recreation’s camps, 
pool, dance classes, music class-
es, art programs and sports. To 

My Point of View

A Thank You to Greenbelt 
by Aaron Marcavitch

Greenbelt Elementary School for 
supporting both kids: Dr. Gaines, 
Ms. Mayes, Ms. Arceido, Ms. 
Hudson, Ms. Wallace and to all 
the staff and faculty. To Greenbelt 
youth musical, to Greenbelt Nurs-
ery School, to Greenbelt Labor 
Day Festival, to Old Greenbelt 
Theatre, to those that came out 
for Bea’s ACE award, to those 
that supported Aaron’s try for 
council, to those that cheered on 
Graham’s games. To Greenbelt 
Homes, Inc. – particularly Eldon 
Ralph and the board over the 
years of service and ownership – 
a unique community and unique 
leadership, with an amazing his-
torical legacy. To the city council 
and administration – but particu-
larly the Museum and Friends. 
And to the best neighbors ever 
in 13 Court Ridge Road. They 
welcomed us in and supported us 
as extended grandparents, aunts, 
uncles and friends.

Thank you to Greenbelt. We 
do leave with heavy hearts – but 
excitement for the next big steps 
for career and family. Don’t be 
surprised to possibly see us when 
munching your funnel cake at 
Labor Day. Or maybe we will 
see you pull into the Nathan Hale 
Homestead in Connecticut. Either 
way, stay in touch, Greenbelt. 
You will be in our hearts. 

ommended five hours. Over the 
course of the route, about 60 bird 
species will have been detected 
and counted. While Dawson and 
Nakash both enjoy being out 
in the early morning to observe 
birds, BBS routes are physically 
and mentally taxing to conduct, 
and the exhausted Greenbelters 
are glad to arrive safely home.

What Happens Next
Dawson still needs to enter 

the count data from her routes 
into the online BBS database, 
and the program data analyst will 
produce new population trend 
estimates later this year. The 
BBS is the primary source of 
long-term, large-scale population 
data for more than 400 of North 
America’s breeding bird species 
(see www.mbr-pwrc.usgs.gov), 
and BBS results are used by fed-
eral and state wildlife agencies 
and non-governmental organiza-
tions to identify bird species of 
concern and to formulate habitat 
conservation priorities.

For more information and an 
interesting overview article on the 
origins, roll-out and conduct of 
the BBS, go to www.pwrc.usgs.
gov/bbs/.

A robin gets a cicada.
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Today we use 
computers. 

So it helps if 
you can too!

This 
newspaper 
needs your 
help with ads.
Lousy pay, 
short hours, 
nice people

Email us at editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
 

 

 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

Greenbelt’s Outstanding Citizen 
 
 

Submit this form by August 2, 2021, to:  Bob Zugby, Chair 
              Outstanding Citizen Committee 
              94 Ridge Road; Greenbelt, MD  20770 
              or  outstandingcitizengb@gmail.com 
 
 
Name of Nominee:______________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Attach a statement (preferably printed or typed), which explains why this nominee 
deserves recognition as Greenbelt’s Outstanding Citizen.  Possible subjects include a list 
of organizations or activities in which the nominee has participated, including length of 
time, specific accomplishments during period of service, the impact on Greenbelt or on 
people within the City, and personal qualities which make the nominee special.  Award is 
for volunteer (unpaid) work only.  Supporting printed material is useful to the Committee 
but is not required.  Testimonials by others as to the person’s good works will be helpful. 
 
You may be contacted for additional information.  If you prefer, send this form now and 
complete the statement later.  The form and any additional information must be received  
no later than the August 2nd deadline. 
 
Nominated by: 
 
Name(s) (please print)                               Signature(s)                                   Telephone 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Thank you! 
 

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com. 

Upon reading the extensive 
article on evictions in the June 
17 Greenbelt News Review, two 
leading local housing experts 
have urged that affected Green-
belt tenants be given further in-
formation. The analysis below 
has been provided by Community 
Legal Services (CLS) Staff Attor-
ney Kayla Williams, Esq. and by 
Mary Hunter, director of housing 
counseling, and Paola Villatoro, 
both at the Housing Initiative 
Partnership, Inc.

 As urged in the June 17 ar-
ticle, for those who receive an 
eviction notice, it’s crucial to 
seek CLS legal assistance. Wil-
liams urges Greenbelt tenants to 
contact CLS by phone at 240-
391-6370 or 240-691-6532 (Wil-
liams’ extension) or by email at 
info@clspgc.org. It will be help-
ful to also complete the online 
intake form at the CLS website 
(clspgc.org).

If a tenant doesn’t show up 
at court, the landlord will likely 
win by default judgment even 
if there are major factual errors 
in their case. If the tenant hasn’t 
contacted CLS before going to 
the Hyattsville court, they should 
ask the bailiff in the Landlord-
Tenant court to bring them to the 
CLS office (both are on the third 
floor). If no CLS lawyer is avail-
able to assist, request that the 
judge allow a “continuance” and 
reschedule the hearing.

Governor Larry Hogan an-
nounced on June 15 that his 
Executive Order on Evictions 
and Foreclosure will remain in 
place through August 15. Tenants 
with new hearings can assert the 
Hogan-based defense through that 
date and tenants who already as-
serted the Hogan defense in court 
are protected through then. 

But many tenants have already 
asserted the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) 
moratorium defense in court be-
cause its documentation require-

Looming Eviction Crisis:
Additional Information

by Ed Fallon

ments are less burdensome than 
Hogan’s defense. CDC Director 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky has signed 
an extension to the eviction mor-
atorium preventing the eviction of 
tenants who are unable to make 
rental payments. The moratorium 
that was scheduled to expire on 
June 30 is now extended through 
July 31. It is intended to be the 
final extension of the morato-
rium. Tenants who already had a 
Failure to Pay Rent (CDC-based) 
court hearing and got a (CDC-
based) reserved judgment will 
not be protected under Governor 
Hogan’s moratorium. 

A wealth of up-to-date infor-
mation was presented at a Forum 
on Renters’ Resources and Rights 
hosted by Prince George’s County 
Councilmember Tom Dernoga on 
June 22 and is available online 
at facebook.com/TomDernogaD1/
videos/1686648771533866. When 
asked if a municipality can estab-
lish a moratorium or take other 
measures to protect tenants, even 
temporarily, if there is no federal 
or state moratorium, Williams an-
swered affirmatively that she be-
lieved a municipality can indeed 
take such action, though they 
might be challenged in court.

It is a real concern that Ho-
gan’s extension won’t protect 
many tenants. And many tenants 
may not understand the distinc-
tion between the CDC and the 
Hogan defenses. Several pro-
tenant groups (e.g., the National 
Low Income Housing Coalition, 
NLIHC.org) are lobbying the 
Biden administration to extend 
the protection against evictions, 
possibly under a different strategy 
than the CDC moratorium.

To learn more or to join 
with Greenbelt renters and other 
residents to discuss ideas and 
plan strategies to support the 
community’s vulnerable tenants, 
send an email to edfallon@
gmail.com.  To share concerns 
at Greenbelt’s likely impending 
eviction moratorium, reach out 
to the city’s elected leaders at 
Council@greenbeltmd.gov.  

Greenbelt Arts Center has 
unveiled new dressing rooms 
through a grant from the Green-
belt Community Foundation. The 
renovations include new carpets 
and a fresh paint job as well as 
five new changing rooms for the 
privacy of actors. The changing 
rooms are a major upgrade to the 
facility, as in the past actors who 
wanted more privacy to change 
in and out of costumes for shows 
would need to use the public 
restrooms. This meant the pos-
sibility of running into members 
of the audience. Furthermore, in 
shows with minors, chaperones 
had to escort them back and 
forth from the restrooms for cos-
tume changes. Vice President of 
Programs Pamela Northrup says 
the new design “will make that 
a simpler process as well as al-
lowing for privacy for those who 
prefer it.”

Ample amounts of storage 
have been added to the space 
for professional and personal 
use. Additionally, eight makeup 
stations have been constructed 
with mirrors, lights and charging 
strips. Costume racks and shelves 
have been placed for extra cos-
tume and accessory storage. “We 
definitely feel that this new space 
will allow for easier prep for ac-
tors for shows,” said Northrup.

Arts Center Renovations
Enhance Space for Actors

by Melissa Signorini

Greenbelt Arts Center has new dressing rooms.
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During the month of June, Greenbelt has started flying 
a Pride flag under the Greenbelt flag. Greenbelt's flag is 
half-staff in honor of Daniel Winsky, a former Greenbelt 
resident who died on June 22.
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This polliwog is just begin-
ning to get legs.

Green frog with teeth-like 
markings

A female turtle comes up 
from the Lake to lay eggs 
during June.  She will 
cover the eggs, tamp down 
the earth and leave the 
ground looking as if noth-
ing happened there.
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Wlidlife

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:info@clspgc.org
http://www.clspgc.org
http://facebook.com/TomDernogaD1/videos/1686648771533866
http://facebook.com/TomDernogaD1/videos/1686648771533866
http://NLIHC.org
mailto:edfallon@gmail.com
mailto:edfallon@gmail.com
mailto:Council@greenbeltmd.gov
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PALAU continued from page 1

INDEPENDENCE

DAY GRILLING

Something for Everyone!

www.greenbelt.coop

Holiday Hours: Sunday, July 4  & Monday, July 5 (Observed)

Store Open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Pharmacy Closed.

Fire up those Grills!

If it's edible it can be grilled...

Meat, Plant-based Meat Alternatives,

Poultry, Seafood, Veggies, & Fruit.

communications” but included 
journalism classes as well as 
hands-on video and radio editing. 
Palau recalled, “We spliced reel-
to-reel tape. In one exercise you 
had to splice every other word!” 
This education gave her a deep 
understanding of how to edit 
onto videotape, which was hard 
to explain to others who lacked 
similar experience.  

Many Palaus have attended 
the University of Maryland since 
Palau’s aunt led the way. Palau’s 
son Jason Koebler, who studied 
journalism, is now editor-in-chief 
of Motherboard for VICE Media. 
Her son Jordan is an engineer 
with Clark Engineering. Daughter 
Taylor is still at UM in business 
administration. 

Palau’s career began in the 
Motion Picture/Broadcasting 
Department at the Library of 
Congress, where she spent three 
years. She mixed the sound for 
live chamber music concerts, and 
worked to convert radio shows, 
recorded on large acetate disks, 
into more stable archival formats.  
She also worked five years in 
cataloguing before coming to 
work in Greenbelt in 1989. 

“I was hired to produce the 
government access channel,” Pa-
lau said. “What I really wanted to 
do was make TV shows.  I was 
just still trying to break into ra-
dio, television and film. I started 
right after Labor Day.  My first 
job was to edit all that videotape 
from the Festival. It was a chal-
lenge to edit with two jury-rigged 
video controllers that were not 
very precise.”

One highlight of Palau’s ca-
reer was the 2013 Partners in 
Preservation social media con-
test, which won $75,000 for the 
renovation of the Old Greenbelt 
Theatre lobby, while Celia Craze 
was the director of planning for 
the City of Greenbelt. “I got 
obnoxious on Facebook, and the 
Greenbelters went for it, and we 
came in third. I’m really competi-
tive because of my sports back-
ground,” Palau laughed. Because 

of her job’s flexible hours, Palau 
was able to coach soccer, T-ball, 
softball, baseball and rugby for 
her children’s teams. 

Palau created an award-win-
ning game show with four dif-
ferent rounds, so that elementary 
school students from Greenbelt, 
Springhill Lake, Magnolia and St. 
Hugh’s could learn more about 
municipal government. Palau also 
went out to the schools to vid-
eotape the students giving their 
book reports and ran a video 
camp that produced commercials, 
talk shows or news shows based 
on campers’ own ideas. “Some 
of the interns I’ve worked with, 
they’ve gone on to work in real 
production jobs,” Palau said with 
pride. 

She was  responsible  for 
overseeing the cable franchise 
agreements for the city.  The 
original cable provider, Storer, 
promised an institutional network 
that would tie all city build-
ings together, which they did 
not accomplish. Because of that 
contract, later providers were ob-
ligated to build the communica-
tions network that links the entire 
city. Palau called this “a huge 
accomplishment that brought us 
more into the present times, and 
now our communications costs 
are so much less than if we had 
to build it ourselves.”

Palau plans to continue to 
work with technology and social 
media, perhaps to help out small 
municipalities that don’t have 
much of a web presence.  She 
said, “Over the years the methods 
of communicating with people 
have become so diverse.”  Under 
Palau’s leadership, the City of 
Greenbelt now reaches citizens 
through Facebook, Twitter, You-
Tube, Pinterest, Instagram and 
NextDoor.   “New technology 
always excites me. I love soft-
ware and new things. I just love 
to stay up to date and learn new 
programs. I’ll figure out how to 
do things because it’s a chal-
lenge,” Palau enthused.  

HISTORY continued from page 1

planned community. The Re-
settlement Administration, a New 
Deal government agency created 
in 1935, was headed by Rexford 
Tugwell, who dreamed of build-
ing entirely new communities 
on the outskirts of metropolitan 
areas encircled by belts of green 
space. Utilizing this vision, based 
upon the garden city concept, 
Greenbelt was carefully designed, 
planned and built. The design 
included the unusual feature in 
which the homes’ service side 
activities such as trash collection, 
mail delivery and drying of laun-
dry faced parking areas, garages 
and the street while the garden 
side or main entrance faced the 
interior area. This arrangement 
provided easy access to the in-
terior shared green spaces with 
interior walking paths that me-
ander through the courts and 
under roads, connecting homes to 
parks, playgrounds and the town 
center.  These homes were to be 
built primarily of brick or cinder 
block and carefully sited to cap-
ture the sunlight and view of the 
landscapes.

World War II brought a critical 
shortage of housing for military 
personnel and civilian defense re-
lated workers. According to Oet-
ken, “The federal government de-
cided to build 1,000 new homes 
in Greenbelt with construction 
beginning in 1941.”  Oetken ex-
plained to the News Review that 
when the government purchased 
the land for the planned com-
munity, it bought around 12,000 
acres, reaching to Branchville 
near College Park and Good 
Luck Road.  This left a large par-
cel of open land surrounding the 
planned garden community with 
infrastructure in place, making 
it a prime location for the build-
ing of military housing. The first 
houses were built near Southway 
and Ridge Road, “with the first 
occupant, Edward Fowler, moving 
in during December 1941,” said 
Oetken.  The bulk of the houses 
for military and defense person-
nel were built in the North End, 

which is bounded by Northway, 
Research Road, Laurel Hill Road 
and Plateau Place. The houses 
were finished and occupied by 
January 1943.  Oetken reported 
that the units each cost around 
$3,000 to purchase. 

Although the government’s 
aim was to maintain the original 
look and design of the planned 
garden homes, they ended up 

being quite different. While the 
original design of row houses 
on courts or cul-de-sacs was 
maintained, the houses were built 
quickly and were considered 
low budget, functional, simple 
homes originally thought to be  
temporary. “Most likely they 
were built as permanent structures 

Families move into the new housing on the upper end of Plateau 
Place. At the time, there was no landscaping or grass and no walk-
ways connecting the area to the other parts of the city.

- Photos courtesy Greenbelt Museum

Here at the same location 80 years later:  my, how things have changed.

See HISTORY, page  9

City Notes
Preparing for the July 4 fes-

tivities, Code Enforcement staff 
attended fireworks familiarization 
training. Public Works pruned 
and mowed viewing areas and 
spruced up floating platforms for 
fireworks.

Sustainability/Environmental, 
with the Pollinator Committee, 
promoted and provided native 
plants at the Farmers Market.  
Refuse/Recycling collected 30.11 
tons of refuse and 12.17 tons 
of recyclables. Public Works 
helped Recreation erect a tent at  
Springhill Lake Recreation Center 
for summer youth programs and 
lunches. 

The Animal Shelter hosts three 
dogs, four cats, nine kittens and 
a rabbit.

Summer recreation, swim team 
practices and summer camps 
are underway, with Therapeutic 
Recreation providing inclusion 
counseling to accommodate sum-
mer campers.  

Arts increased capacity for 
open studio use and initiated lim-
ited on-site pottery classes. The 
Museum now offers free, small, 
pre-registered walking tours.

Park rangers led a nature scav-
enger hunt for Creative Kids 
Campers and hosted a Juneteenth 
walk honoring African Americans’ 
contributions in building Green-
belt Lake and the city.
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Armed Carjacking
June 23, 4:03 p.m., Edmonston 

Road at Breezewood Terrace. 
A man in his vehicle was ap-
proached by two men who took 
the car at gunpoint. It is a black 
2016 Honda Accord with Mary-
land tags 326468T.

Shots Fired
June 19, 10:55 p.m., 6200 

Breezewood Drive. Officers re-
sponded to a report of shots 
fired. No shooter or person with 
injuries was located.

Handgun
June 17, 2:19 p.m., 7200  

Hanover Drive. A stolen handgun 
was recovered at the Holiday Inn.

Controlled Substance
June 23, 12:36 p.m., 7500 

Greenbelt Road. A 21-year-old 
man was arrested and charged 
with possession of a controlled 
dangerous substance.

Theft
June 21, 2:38 p.m., 6006 

Springhill Drive. A package from 
Amazon left outside a residence 
was taken.

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that abides 
by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information is compiled from 
sources deemed reliable but is not guaranteed. All measurements 
and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to 
solicit property already listed. Compass is licensed as Compass 
Real Estate in DC and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 
660 Pennsylvania Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 20003 | 
202.545.6900

Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

MCCARL
 DENTAL GROUP

www.McCarlDental.com

 
  INCLUDES DENTAL EXAM CLEANING AND X-RAYS

We Welcome New Patients!

Over 500 5-star reviews!

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, Dr. Richard Duarte, and Dr. David McCarl 
are licensed general dentists.

$55 NEW PATIENT discount

COVID Infection Control Certified

June 22,  4:11 p.m. 5995 
Springhill Drive. A package de-
livered by U.S. Mail that was 
outside a residence was taken.

Burglary
June 21, 10:11 p.m., 6500 

block Springcrest Drive. A 65-
inch Vizio television and a 2011 
Audi A8 with Maryland tags 
9CS8977 were stolen from the 
same location.

June 22, 3:45 a.m., 28 Cres-
cent Road. A residence was en-
tered, the occupant assaulted and 
his Ford Edge with Maryland 
tags TO92786 was taken.

June 23, 6:54 p.m., 6500 
Springcrest Drive. A 39-year-old 
man was arrested for burglary. 
Charges are pending.

Vandalism
June 17,  11:45 a .m. ,  11  

Crescent Road. Stickers were left 
on the front and rear doors of the 
Library.

June 21, 2:01 p.m., 7662 Man-
dan Road. Playground equipment 
was vandalized.

HISTORY continued from page 8

to be sold off so the government 
could recoup some of the cost to 
build them,” Oetken explained 
during the presentation.  These 
houses were built of wood frame 
on masonry, the trash closets 
were built into the building and 
the overhang over the door was 
supported by tubular supports.  
They consisted of two-story 
homes as well as one-story flats 
intended for single people.  

At one point, the area was 
nicknamed the Mud Belt because 
of the absence of landscaping. 
With no grass and shrubbery, 
the yards were muddy messes. 
The garden sides were not ex-
cavated and landscaped, leading 
outside to unusable spaces. There 
were no interior walkways and 
underpasses connecting the area 
to the rest of Greenbelt and no 
playgrounds or parks. The ser-
vice side led out to concrete and 
parking lots. The main roads did 
not have sidewalks, a hazardous 
condition for children playing 

or walking to school and for 
adults walking to the town center 
for shopping.  The homes were 
managed by two different agen-
cies: the Federal Works Agency 
managed the defense homes, 
while the original community was 
managed by the Farm Security 
Agency. 

During his June 17 presenta-
tion, Oetken discussed school 
overcrowding at the Center 
School due to the large number 
of children in Greenbelt with the 
addition of the defense homes.  
At one point, first and second 
grade North End children at-
tended school at 53 Court Ridge 
Road, where some living spaces 
had been converted into class-
rooms. Eventually, a new school 
was built called the North End 
Elementary School, located on 
the site where Greenbelt Elemen-
tary is now located.  Oetken 
reported, “Originally the gov-
ernment had planned to build a 
commercial district in the North 

End, which never materialized.”  
At the time, most women did not 
have cars available to them and 
had to walk to the Co-op to get 
their groceries.  “A small North 
End store was set up in 3 Court 
Laurel Hill Road, using units E, 
F, G and H, functioning mostly 
as a convenience store, which of-
fered some relief for the residents 
of this area,” Oetken told the 
News Review.  “The North End, 
because of its physical separation 
and defined area, developed into 
a distinctive neighborhood, but 
due to the cooperative nature of 
the planned community and the 
shared experience of World War 
II, the residents came together 
by way of Victory Gardens, bake 
sales and food drives to over-
come this separation,” said Oet-
ken.  Eventually both areas, the 
planned garden community and 
the military housing sections, 
were sold together in 1952 to 
the Greenbelt Veterans Hous-
ing Cooperative (renamed GHI 

at a later time) and the town of 
Greenbelt was formed. Oetken 
told the News Review that these 
changes “forced Greenbelt to be-
come a real town by responding 
to its residents’ needs and making 
improvements over time, to where 
this area is fully connected and 
flourishing.”

Today, the North End, part 
of GHI, includes well-preserved 
homes, some with beautiful and 
interesting additions.  There are 
interior sidewalks, underpasses, 
playgrounds and picnic areas 
sprinkled throughout.  Gardens 
and yards are well tended with 
beautiful plantings and foliage.  

Beginning in July, Oetken 
will host walking tours of this 
area sponsored by the Greenbelt 
Museum. He can accommodate 
groups of up to 10 people and 
the tour lasts approximately 
90 minutes to two hours. For 
more information on the June 
17 lecture or to book a walking 
tour, go to greenbeltmuseum.org/
exhibitsevents.

Five people at Annapolis Capi-
tal Gazette were murdered three 
years ago on June 28. Journalism 
has been years under attack by 
the former senior-most leader of 
the world’s democracies. Capital-
ism has bought the bones of the 
local newspaper with a business 
model of squeeze the profit out 
for the shareholders. 

Politicians should fear the 
newspapers and the keeping of 
rigorous, journalistic truth and 
integrity in a proper democracy, 
not the other way around. Local 
journalism will die if it is not 
supported. Local journalism is 
key to, and a bulwark for, de-
mocracy. 

So were the themes at Mon-
day’s memorial unveiling for the 
Guardians of the First Amend-
ment memorial in downtown 
Annapolis. On a baking row of 
chairs in the 90-degree heat of 
Compromise Street at noon, the 
truth was told like the breath 
of fresh air that was inexplica-
bly blowing in from the north-
east across the Severn River and 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Carl Snowdon, chair of the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Com-
mittee, worked with committee 
members’ and fallen family mem-
bers’ bold idea to memorialize 
the fallen loved ones, friends, 
colleagues, journalist brothers and 
sisters … the Guardians of the 
First Amendment. A white wom-
an asked why the MLK Commit-
tee would be driving the effort 
when “none of those murdered 
were black?”  Dr. King, Jr.’s 
remarks are a poignant rejoinder 
and almost premeditatively en-

Greenbelter Co-Designs 
Fallen Journalists’ Memorial

by Peter May

graved on the memorial plaque 
as a small and subtle reminder 
below the numerous project or-
ganizers, supporters and donors… 
so as not to upstage the massive 
stone engraving of the words of 
the First Amendment central to 
the memorial?  Dr. King’s words 
are:

“Somewhere I read of the  
freedom of assembly,
Somewhere I  read of  the  
freedom of speech,
Somewhere I  read of  the  
freedom of press…”

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
April 3, 1968

This week memorialized a 
moment long in the making and 
sadly seen before internation-
ally.   My amazing wife, new 
Greenbelter Kelly Fleming, co-

designed the memorial and man-
aged the installation, so I saw the 
significance of the project’s stress 
and importance of the project 
symbolically beyond Annapolis. 
Today, fallen family, colleagues, 
friends, fellow journalists, writers 
and politicians, including David 
Simon of the University of Mary-
land Diamondback newspaper, 
Baltimore Sunpapers and HBO 
movie, The Wire; Laura Lippman, 
also formerly a journalist of the 
Sun and former colleague of the 
Diamondback; Sun and Capitol 
Gazette Sports reporter John Mc-
Namara, found a common voice.  
Support local journalism and the 
mantra and journalistic credo 
of speaking truth to power was 
their cry. Our democracy depends 
upon it. 

A bee, on milkweed, is seen in Boxwood Village.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
FR

IT
Z 

LI
ET

Z

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
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HELP WANTED

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST, SHAMPOO HELP and nail 
tech. If you have a good following and 
remain employed with me for the term 
of one year, I will pay a $1,000 bonus 
at the end of the first year. Dominick’s 
in Greenbelt. 301-980-9200.

SERVICES

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL 
– Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured - free estimates. Accept credit 
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a pro-
fessional Animal Care Specialist. All 
types of animals! Insured! Reasonable 
rates! References available. Patti,  
301-910-0050.

LAWN & ORDER is humbled by 
the Greenbelt community’s planned 
celebration of Lawn & Order’s 8th 
anniversary this coming weekend 
with fireworks, picnics and concerts. 
In response to such an outpouring of 
support, Lawn & Order will redouble 
its efforts to remain the top customer 
care yard crew in Greenbelt in order to 
repeat these celebrations next year at 
the same time. 240-264-7638.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC – Plumbing, electri-
cal, painting, drywall, leaf removal, 
landscape design, flower beds, bucket 
truck services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com 
301-318-5472. Insured. Visa, Master-
card, Discover.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

ANGELA’S  HOUSE CLEAN-
ING – Cleaning your home like my 
own, at reasonable prices. Refer-
ences available in Greenbelt. Ten 
years’ professional experience.  
AngelaLazo1@hotmai l .com or  
240-645-5140.

LAWN CARE AND POWER WASH-
ING – Greenbelt resident. Reasonable 
rates. Call or text 240-391-8615.

REFINISHING AND INSTALLING 
hardwood floors – Kitchen and baths 
remodeling, painting and drywall/
plaster… Price structures that fit any 
budget. Call today for free estimate… 
Licensed… Insured… 301-844-8897.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD.  
H 240-295-3994, C 703-216-7293.

GREENBELT YARDMAN – By 
the job or by the hour call John  
240-605-0985

YARD/MOVING SALES

YARD SALE – 7/3, rain date 7/10, 
8:30-1:30 p.m. 122 Lastner Lane. Most 
items $1 or $2. A few pieces of furniture 
(not expensive). 301-233-2526.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each ad-

ditional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by  
6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op gro-
cery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15).  Deadline 
2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those needing 
clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to  
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building). 

OVERPAYMENTS: To properly account for overpayments too 
small to warrant refunding, the  News Review accumulates over-
payments of less than $1.00 and periodically contributes the funds 
to a registered charity. Once the office reopens, this policy will not 
apply to payments made in person.

ZELLE: The News Review is now accepting electronic pay-
ments through Zelle. Find out more at zellepay.com. Customers 
should direct their payments to business@greenbeltnewsreview.com. 

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

 Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

Family owned and operated
4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707  
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
  

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 

5D Laurel Hill, 4BR 2.5BA, $325,000—Coming Soon! 
4C Plateau Pl, 3 BR 1BA—Coming Soon! 
12B Plateau Place—UNDER CONTRACT! 

7714 Hanover Parkway– UNDER CONTRACT! 
 
 Sarah V. Liska  

Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
sarah@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
 

mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
http://zellepay.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

Realty 1, Inc. 
Our 33rd Year in Greenbelt 

330011  998822--00004444       
R1MD.com 

Linda Ivy 301-675-0585 
Mark Riley 301-792-3638 

H. Dwayne Taylor - 301-323-8384 
 

Leonard Wallace - Broker            
301-675-9036 

The Leader in 
Greenbelt Real Estate 

 

Corner Lot With Garage Brick town-
home with large yard.  Remodeled 
throughout.  Modern kitchen with new 
cabinets, counters and s/s appliances. 
Addition With Full Bath Downstairs 
2 BR GHI townhome with large family 
room/bedroom on main level.  Com-
pletely remodeled - opened kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Living  55+Community 2Br 
2Ba condo w/fireplace & more! Remod-
eled w/new kitchen, modern baths, 
sunlit enclosed patio, new carpt & paint. 
Estate Sale GHI 2 Bedroom townhome 
with hardwood floors, opened kitchen & 
breakfast bar.  Large fenced backyard 
opens onto protected woodlands. 
Brick townhome on corner lot Sur-
rounded by protected woodlands.  Main 
level addition with 1/2 bath and laundry.  
Opened floorplan - fresh paint & more. 
Brick Townhome with Addition Full 
bath on main level.  Remodeled kitchen 
& bath.  Central A/C, refinished hard-
wood flrs., shaded & fenced backyard. 
Large floorplan w/addition Half bath 
on main level.  Masonry townhome w/
fenced backard & brick patio.  Zoned 
HVAC system, 11’ x 17’ master br. 
One Bedroom Lower Level  Coming 
Soon.  Single-level living - no stairs. 
Currently being remodeled throughout 
with new kitchen, bath and more! 
Townhome with 2 additions 2 bed-
room GHI home on fenced, corner lot.  
Large family room addition in back, 
extra storage in front.  Central HVAC. 
4 Bedroom 3 Level Townhome Mas-
ter bedroom & full bath on main level.  
Opened remodeled kitchen, fireplace in 
lr.  Backs to protected woodlands. 
Charlestowne Village Single-level 1-
br condo in Greenbelt - no stairs!  Par-
quet flooring throughout.  Remodeled 
kit. With Stainless Steel appliances.   
Addition - Backs to Woodlands 
Completely remodeled throughout; half 
bath on main level.  Zoned HVAC sys-
tem.  Fenced yard, shed & raised deck. 
Brick Townhome 2 Bedroom GHI 
townhome remodeled throughout.  
Modern kitchen with s/s dishwasher.  
Hardwood flooring on both levels. 
Upper Level One Bedroom GHI home 
with full-sized washer and dryer in 
separate laundry room.  Refinished 
hardwood flooring throughout.  Nice! 
2 BR Townhome Remodeled GHI 
home w/ new carpet fresh paint & ce-
ramic bath.  Don’t miss this one! 
Full Attached Inlaw apartment 5 BR, 
4 Bath home with lots of space.  Eleva-
tor to bedroom level; no stairs!  2 Full 
kitchens, generator, fireplace & more. 

Need to reach us right away?  
Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 8888000000 on 
your cell phone and get an in-
stant response!  We can show 
you any listing in Greenbelt.   

Scan here with your  
cell phone and go 
directly to our web-
site!  Search all of 
the MLS and more. 

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

Your Greenbelt Specialists 
In Roosevelt Center 

SOLDSOLD  

  
                                            

Personal Injury, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, DUI, Business Law &
Incorporation, Estate Planning & Administration, and

G.H.I. Settlements

66330055  IIvvyy  LLaannee,,  SSuuiittee  440088,,  GGrreeeennbbeelltt,,  MMDD  2200777700
330011--222200--33111111

LAW OFFICES OF
PATRICK J. MCANDREW, LLC.

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-742-0364

Sports

10-2 Sunday.
Parking lot 

by Roosevelt 
Center

Masks recommended. 
Greenbeltfarmersmarket.org

We accept/match SNAP

The Greenbelt  Municipal 
Swim Team is back in action 
after being off for the first sum-
mer since 1957 due to the pan-
demic. Leading the team are 
Head Coach Cora Jackson and 
Assistant Coaches Alexander 
Swisdak, Alexandra Nickel, Di-
nah Cohen and Dora-Marie Gro-
elsema. Something interesting 
about the coaches is that they are 
all also active members of the 
team. Although practices started 
in early June, the competitive 
meets kicked off Saturday, June 
26, with the first meet versus the 
Russet Sharks from Laurel. The 
meet was neck and neck from 
beginning to end with Greenbelt 
coming out on top with a final 
score of Greenbelt, 284 and Rus-
set, 271.

Of specific significance was 
Mia Moore breaking the 32-year-
old 10-and-under 25-meter breast-
stroke Prince Mont Swim League 
record set by Lauren Briscoe in 
1989. The record was 17.99 and 
Moore’s time was 17.83. This 
was also a Greenbelt team record 
and Russet pool record.

Greenbelt has gained new 
swimmers this season with the 
merging of Severn Crossing 
Swim Team. The merger with 
Severn Crossing has been great 
for the team since swimmers 

Barracudas Dive into Meets
by Johanna Moore

are able to split their practices 
between two pools with morning 
and afternoon practices. Addition-
ally, the team has gained many 
talented swimmers, making it 
overall more competitive.

The Greenbelt  Municipal 
Swim Team is a member of the 
Prince Mont Swim League and 
has upcoming meets on Satur-
day, July 10 at Prince George’s 
Swimming Pool in Mt. Rainier 
and Saturday, July 17 at Small-
wood Village in Waldorf. There 
will also be Divisionals at Prince 
George’s Pool on Saturday, July 
24 and an All Star Meet on Sat-
urday, July 31. For more infor-
mation, visit the team website at 
greenbeltswimteam.com.

The joy on the kids’ faces 
made it clear how glad they were 
to participate in an event that 
they hadn’t been able to in so 
long. There was lots of cheering 
each other on and the meet ended 
with a nail-biting girls 200-meter 
freestyle relay. Swimmers were 
heard commenting on how much 
time they dropped and how good 
it was to be back together with 
their friends. Parents couldn’t 
believe how much the kids had 
grown since the team last com-
peted in the summer of 2019. 
Everyone could agree that it was 
great to be back.

Mia Moore celebrates her #1 Finish in the 25 meter breaststroke.

Swimmers, Mia Johnson and Athalia Groelsema practice their dives 
during warm ups.

- Photos by Phan Truong

Reagan Wayne waits for her turn to swim.

The children's book, Frederick by Leo Lionni, is represented 
in chalk on the sidewalk at the front door of the Greenbelt 
Library by an unknown chalk artist.
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http://greenbeltswimteam.com
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CAMP continued from page 1

Part 1 of 2 
While making art during the 

pandemic isolation has been 
difficult, Greenbelt artists have 
used that time to experiment and 
to find new creative directions, 
as evidenced in the recent Open 
Studio Tour sponsored by the 
Greenbelt  Recreation ARTS 
Program. The following excerpts 
reflect moments from the studio 
tours; to link to the full videos, 
Instagram livestreams, artist 
websites and online exhibition 
of works by these artists, visit 
greenbeltmd.gov/government/
departments-con-t/recreation-
parks/greenbelt-virtual-open-
studio-tour. It is evident that 
through close examination of 
the natural world, introspection, 
experimentation and finding 
new uses for old materials, our 
Greenbelt artists have creatively 
w e a t h e r e d  t h e  C o v i d - 1 9 
pandemic.

Rachel Ann Cross
According to Cross, “Home 

is where the heart is for sure, 
but it’s also been where the of-
fice is, where nature is, where 
communicating through a screen 
has been and also dreaming of 
what life will be like when we 
are able to see each other again 
and able to travel . . . .”  She 
goes on to explain in her studio 
tour that the works in her new 
series are like dreams, combining 
subconscious thought mixed with 
real life experiences – the dream/
Home. Each mini-mosaic story 
comes together in a meditative 
process as she fits together her 
repurposed found materials. “It’s 
like you’re creating the puzzle 
and solving the puzzle.” (Cross 
is a Greenbelt artist in residence 
and instructor.)

Barbara Joann Combs
For Combs, what helped her 

to focus is cleaning and organiz-
ing, so as she began to do this in 
her studio this past year, she real-
ized that she had many prepared 
canvases from cancelled painting 
workshops, as well as a lot of 
scrap acrylic paint. She decided 
to use these materials to explore 
applying the paint using differ-
ent tools: a large comb, a palette 
knife and old plastic loyalty or 
gift cards. In her Elements series, 
she scrapes and combs paint into 
discs of color, layered with splat-
ters, into vibrant, textured abstract 
compositions. “My inspiration for 
the pieces I have [created] - was 
Covid!”  (Combs is a community 
artist and educator.)

Racquel Keller
Keller began her recent Land-

scapes of Memory series during 
the pandemic as a way to revisit 
in her mind places she had been 
and really think about the essence 
of each place. She often works 
in acrylics, but found that for 
these paintings, she liked using 
watercolor, which can be much 
more ethereal and ephemeral 
than acrylic, “similar to the way 
a memory becomes the farther 
you get away from it.” She de-
picts scenes she has actually ob-
served, always from memory and 
never using photographs, because 
“it’s like getting to travel again.” 
(Keller is a Greenbelt artist in 
residence and instructor.)

Amanda Demos Larsen
Familiar to many Greenbelters 

as the Recreation Department’s 
arts education specialist, Larsen 

Greenbelt Artists Featured 
In Virtual Open Studio Tours 

by Letty Wilson Bonnell

is also an accomplished figurative 
painter, concentrating on large 
portraits and self-portraits in oil. 
She describes her style as like 
“staged dramatic scenes,” where 
some small, often mundane, mo-
ment of everyday life is captured. 
This past year, though, when it 
has been hard to make art, she 
has concentrated on working on 
a smaller scale, observing that “I 
get better when I am working on 
a small scale, no strings attached, 
experimentally.” For her current 
project, she has made beautifully 
detailed preliminary sketches of 
cicadas, to be transformed into 
a series of silkscreens portraying 
this otherworldly creature. (Larsen 
is Greenbelt Recreation arts edu-
cation specialist and instructor.)

Monica Lathan-Dye 
Lathan-Dye presents her recent 

Blooming Beauty Abstract Col-
lection in her open studio tour, 
which includes vibrantly colored 
graphic images of different flow-
ers she has encountered on her 
neighborhood walks during the 
pandemic. “I like to think of 
each creation as a portrait of a 
flower.” She describes “Gerbera 
Orange” for instance, as “nature’s 
firework, popping with shades of 
orange, blue and violet.” (Lathan-
Dye is a community artist.)

Carrie Hannigan 
When recently asked to “put 

something” in the display case 

just outside the Community Cen-
ter office, Hannigan filled the 
space with a paper-cut diorama 
of Greenbelt’s Roosevelt Center 
– complete with falling acrylic 
rain drops and trees filled with 
imagined pink cherry blossoms. 
As an artist, Hannigan works in a 
variety of media, but paper art is 
a particular favorite. “The trees…
were my favorite part because it 
was just so therapeutic to sit…
and just cut out all of the beauti-
ful lacey shapes.” She has just 
finished a new diorama in the 
same display case – which, hope-
fully, can be seen in person soon! 
(Hannigan is a Greenbelt Recre-
ation administrative assistant.)

Daria Parsa 
Parsa is yet another artist who 

works for the Greenbelt Rec-
reation Arts Program. She uses 
mainly oil paint or charcoal, 
inspired by her connection to the 
natural world. Forced into quar-
antine by the pandemic, Parsa 
began taking many walks, dis-
covering patterns and objects in 
nature that inspired her series of 
abstract paintings. “From rotting 
wood and twisting branches to 
clay beaches and rocks, these 
abstractions focus on small de-
tails that often go overlooked, 
highlighting the complexity and 
intrigue of nature.” (Parsa is a 
Greenbelt Recreation arts pro-
gram assistant.)

Gerbera Orange by 
Monica Lanthan, 2020

Roosevelt Center by Carrie Hannigan, 2021

Branches by Daria 
Parsa, 2020

music, dance and even circus 
activities. There is also an online 
option for families who wish to 
participate in camp entirely from 
the comfort of their residences. 

Cherry said the camp has been 
carefully planning the re-opening 
of Creative Kids Camp all year, 
mentioning that campers are split 
into four groups that do not in-
teract with other groups for the 
duration of camp. He added that 
many of the staff members were 
campers first and have come up 
through the program. Camp man-
ager Izzy Springer says, “I have 
been with the camp since I was 

a small child and came back as 
an intern when I was 15.” Now 
22, she says she has worked at 
the camp every summer since. 
“It’s just such a great community 
of people and I’ve met some of 
my closest friends through this,” 
she added. 

For more information on 
Creative Kids Camp and other 
Greenbelt day camps, call 301-
397-2208 or 301-397-2200. Reg-
istration forms for camp sessions 
can be found under Summer 
Camps 2021 on the city website, 
greenbeltmd.gov. 

Creative Kids Camp camper Arthur Melin demonstrates his 
balancing skills.

- Photos by Melissa Signorini

Members of the oldest Creative Kids Camp camper group, the  
Rocketeers, follow Camp Counselor Findley Holland.

Busy bee in blooming rhododendron
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- Photos courtesy the artists

http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/recreation-parks/greenbelt-virtual-open-studio-tour
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/recreation-parks/greenbelt-virtual-open-studio-tour
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/recreation-parks/greenbelt-virtual-open-studio-tour
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/recreation-parks/greenbelt-virtual-open-studio-tour
http://greenbeltmd.gov

