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What Goes On
Monday, May 10
8 p.m. City Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 12
7 p.m. Budget Worksession: 
Recognition Groups.  

All council meetings are vir-
tual. See the meetings calendar 
at greenbeltmd.gov for agendas 
and information on public par-
ticipation in these meetings.

Kenya Cassell, standing, and her sister Tracy Cassell, attend the 
rally in Greenbriar where they live.

Artist-in-Residence and ukulele teacher Rachel Cross enjoys 
playing music with her students on the lawn of the Commu-
nity Center on Sunday, May 2. 

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

Around 70 Greenbelters gath-
ered in Roosevelt Center Satur-
day afternoon to rally against the 
proposed maglev train and march 
across the threatened Spellman 
Overpass. Protesters held up anti-
maglev signs and slowed traffic 
on the Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway.

Led by Kristi Fletcher, the ral-
ly included a number of elected 

Greenbelters Protest Against 
Maglev on Spellman Overpass

by Melissa Sites

officials, including State Sena-
tor Paul Pinsky, State Delegates 
Nicole Williams and Anne Heal-
ey, Mayor Colin Byrd and city 
Councilmembers Emmett Jordan, 
Judith Davis, Silke Pope, Leta 
Mach and former councilmember 
Konrad Herling.

Pinsky and Williams have 
proposed anti-maglev legislation 
in both Maryland houses. In the 
State Senate, Pinsky proposed 
SB188, “prohibiting the State …
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Spring Little League began for 
the first time in a year due to the 
pandemic, and parents and play-
ers are excited to get back on the 
field. Little League began in the 
fall for children ages 9 to 12, and 
this March practices began for 
ages 6 to 13. Games began the 
second week in April. 

Parent and coach for the Tim-
ber Rattlers, Michelle Fischer, 
said that in this, her first year of 
coaching, everyone is mindful 
about distancing and sanitation 
because they have the same goal: 
to play. 

“I think there’s great enthu-
siasm from the parents and the 
players to be able to start play-
ing again, especially for outdoor 
sports, and a great love for the 
game, so we’re excited to be able 
to start,” Fischer said. 

Craig Hebert, the Greenbelt 
baseball player agent, said that 
the Covid-19 restrictions include 
masks on and off the field, sani-

Little League Takes the Field
With First Outing of 2021

by Melinda Thompson

In response to the rise in num-
bers of plug-in electric vehicles 
(EVs) in Greenbelt, now at 119, 
the city has installed six new 
charging stations at the Municipal 
Building, Schrom Hills Park and 
the Springhill Lake Recreation 
Center (SHLRC).  Information 
for this article was provided by 
John Lippert, chair of Green-
ACES and the Greenbelt Green 
Team, and Greenbelt Sustainabil-
ity Coordinator Luisa Robles.

There are three levels of EV 
charging.  Level One is 120 volts 
and uses an ordinary residential 
3-prong outlet and provides 4 to 
5 miles of range per hour. A por-
table, Level One charger is pro-
vided when you buy or lease an 
electric car. Level Two requires 
a 240-volt circuit and provides 
12 to 46 miles of range per hour. 
Both of these levels use a J1772 
plug. Level Three, also known 

New Charging Stations Open
For Plug-in Cars in Greenbelt

by Matthew Arbach

as DC Fast Charging, requires 
either a SAE Combo, CHAdeMO 
or Tesla plug, depending on the 
type of EV, and provides 50 to 
100 miles of range in 30 minutes.

The chargers at Schrom Hills 
Park and the SHLRC are Level 
Two and were installed by Pepco.  
The Municipal Building charger 
is Level Three and was installed 
by the Electric Vehicle Institute.

The two types of cars that can 
make use of these stations are the 
Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicles 
(PHEV) and the full battery Elec-
tric Vehicles (EVs).  Both PHEVs 
and EVs can use Level One and 
Two.  

Only full battery EVs can use 
Level Three.  The two plugs ac-
cessible at the Municipal Build-
ing are the SAE Combo and 
CHAdeMO.  A Tesla station is 

The pandemic forced Green-
belt Recreation to “reinvent our-
selves,” said Recreation Director 
Greg Varda, as programs quickly 
transitioned to a primarily on-line 
approach.  With the easing of 
Covid-19 restrictions, Recreation 
is starting to slowly offer more 
in-person programming.  Varda 
and his colleagues, including As-
sistant Director Anne Oudemans, 
Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Cen-
ter Supervisor Stephen Parks and 
Arts Supervisor Nicole DeWald, 
gave a summation of their up-
coming budgetary proposals to 
council on April 28 and their ef-
fort to offer quality programs that 
connect to the community. 

The Food and Friendship Pro-
gram has continued delivering 
meals to seniors and providing 
for their various needs, largely 
through the efforts of Rebekah 
Sutfin and Brian Butler. 

Recreation Budget Session 
Demonstrates Resilience

by Matthew Arbach

Summer camps will be modi-
fied in-person this year.  Regis-
tration for camps has been good, 
said Oudemans, yet because of 
the smaller size due to Covid-19 
restrictions, revenues will not be 
at their traditional levels.  Varda 
predicted an 85 percent return 
to pre-pandemic participation 
levels, with 100 percent reached 

by 2023.  Fees have been kept 
as low as possible to encourage 
maximum participation. 

The Virtual Recreation Center 
continues, with offerings that 
will likely persist post-pandemic 
due to their enormous success. 
Between April 1, 2020, and April 

Little League returns!
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tation of high-touch surfaces and 
equipment and no use of the 
dugout. One big change is that 
the players can no longer shake 
hands at the end of the game 
and instead have to tip their hat 
at the opposing team players. “I 
think everyone’s kind of found 

their way to tip each other’s 
caps and you know sometimes 
they tap each other’s helmets or 
whatever they walk by, but with-
out the handshakes and the high 
fives and the chest bumps, you 

http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.
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Letters to the Editor Service or Garden Side?

- B. Glee

Comment Now
We appreciate all the infor-

mation about stopping the mag-
lev train in the News Review. 
It’s critical that people com-
ment before May 24. Email your 
concerns regarding the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) to info@bwmaglev.info. 
Make sure you say you want the 
No Build Option and give one 
or more reasons for opposing 
it. Confiscating and ruining our 
forests and parklands; making 
homes and schools structurally 
unsound where it tunnels under 
them, especially in less affluent 
neighborhoods; competing with 
and probably ruining our Amtrak 
and MARC rail systems are a 
few. For more information, refer 
to the DEIS (which is way too 
long to read the whole thing) at 
bwmaglev.info.

Please help prevent this loom-
ing disaster supported by Big 
Business Bullies while we still 
can, these last few weeks of the 
DEIS!
John Lippert and Jane Young

Maglev: A Hard Sell
In this present and post pan-

demic world, the maglev folks 
are going to have a hard time 
selling their product. It may not 
be necessary to have a high-speed 
train alternative up and down the 
Northeast corridor. In addition to 
the number of reasons many have 
already put forth in opposing the 
maglev (published in previous 
News Review letters, articles 
and notices), several more recent 
conditions or changes could make 
the maglev ring hollow. 

There may be less need for 
commuters, conference attendees, 
job seekers, tourists and others to 
travel to attend events when they 
can attend virtually. People have 
gotten used to zooming and that’s 
not zooming on a maglev. Busi-
nesses, corporations and those in 
the public and government sectors 
are realizing that many employees 
can work from home.  

Also, and unfortunately, our 
large cities are experiencing 
spikes in crime and unrest. Some 
may consider it hazardous to 
travel to downtown areas of Bal-
timore, Philadelphia and NYC. In 
NYC several thousand police are 
either leaving, retiring or have 
announced their plans to do so 
recently and over the past year 
due to a number of reasons, not 
the least of which is the constant 
vilification, and threatening condi-
tions they face. Inept city leader-
ship in these Northeast corridor 
cities have discouraged travel 
there of late. More people are 
moving out of NYC and Balti-
more than are moving there.

Go ahead, develop maglev 
transportation in Texas between 
Houston and Dallas; or in Florida 
between say, Tampa and Orlando. 
The Northeast Corridor is now 
just not the proper place to do so. 

Robert Snyder

It’s Boondoggle
Jeopardy!

I’ll try Science Fiction for $15 
billion…

This experimental technology, 
lethal-then-abandoned in Germany 
and never successful anywhere 
in the world, is still such a cool 
idea that county riff-raff should 
accept whatever environmental, 
health and property damage falls 
on them without even getting a 

station (because that would be 
icky for the rich commuters).

(Ding) Umm… What is mag-
lev?

Lesley Kash

Beeing Healthy
It is fantastic that Greenbelt 

has become a Bee City, USA, 
participant. This effort seeks to 
restore habitat for diverse pollina-
tors, adding stability and beauty 
and increasing the green-ness that 
makes Greenbelt great. One sug-
gestion from Bee City is to resist 
mowing lawns during the month 
of May. During No-Mow May, 
you will see a bounty of flow-
ers and bees. Hundreds of bee 
species have been found in area 
surveys. When you are compelled 
to mow your lawn, do so on a 
cool morning before bees flock 
to those flowers. As mentioned 
by Mimi Noorani in the April 22 
News Review, fields on public 
property can be mowed a couple 
times a year to keep back woody 
invasives while fostering great 
habitat for bees and others. As a 
soccer dad whose kids benefited 
from Greenbelt city programs, 
this need not apply to active 
sports or picnic fields that get us 
out of our houses, just the many 
acres surrounding them, along 
roads, etc. Finally, the State of 
Maryland has recently spoken by 
ratifying House Bill 322, which 
forbids Homeowner Associations 
from enforcing ‘pure-lawn’ poli-
cies when homeowners maintain 
habitat gardens (legiscan.com/
MD/text/HB322/2021). HapBee 
Spring!

Jay Evans

No to SCMaglev!
Since its founding in 1937, 

Greenbelt has thrived as quintes-
sential small-town America.  Its 
citizens have embraced techno-
logical progress, a population of 
growing diversity and any sacri-
fices needed to protect the health 
of our environment. We have a 
history of choosing the good of 
our community over personal or 
selfish comfort.  We have a his-
tory of being willing to pay the 
price of helping to support the 
planet that sustains us.

We are not, however, willing 
to make the kind of sacrifices 
that would be needed for an elite 
few to shave a few minutes off 
of their commute to Baltimore. 
Apparently, these elite travelers, 
and those who would profit from 
their rush, do not recognize the 
very real value of the community 
Greenbelt has built, cooperatively, 
during the past 84 years. We 
are thriving as a livable com-
munity. The present path planned 
for maglev will hurt the livability 
of Greenbelt.  Those who support 
the maglev believe it is appropri-
ate for Greenbelters’ back (and 
front) yards to support the burden 
of others’ need to be in a hurry.  
This isn’t right! 

Gail Drake

We the People
Thank You

A big thank you to all who 
came out to attend the People’s 
Rally to Save Spellman Overpass 
and Stop the BW Maglev train 
on Saturday, May 1, in Roosevelt 
Center. 

Within hours of the announce-
ment of the rally, Northeast Mag-
lev, the project developer, placed 
their own social media post ex-

plaining that the closure of Spell-
man Overpass as written in the 
SCMaglev Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS), was 
“absolutely not accurate” and an 
“unfortunate error.”

While this was certainly some 
welcome news, we cannot just 
stand down. The final authority 
for this operation does not rest 
with Northeast Maglev, there are 
no guarantees, and there are so 
many other critical reasons why 
this project is bad for Greenbelt. 

Delegate Nicole Williams and 
Senator Paul Pinsky made it crys-
tal clear why the BW Maglev is 
“not public transportation” and 
why it “does not serve Prince 
George’s County.” Thanks to 
Mayor Colin Byrd for a visually 
clever presentation, and to Coun-
cilmembers Silke Pope and Leta 
Mach and Delegate Anne Healey. 
Councilmember Emmett Jordan 
served as the “Bridge Ambas-
sador,” marching with the group 
across the bridge to Greenbriar 
in Greenbelt East for another 
mini rally. Thank you to Coun-
cilmember Judith Davis, who led 
her support early on and shared 
in her remarks just how close the 
train would be in Greenbriar as it 
rises up out of the ground 14 feet 
below her home.

Thanks to volunteers Susan 
Barnett, volunteer organizer; Jean 
Newcomb, art director, banner 
designer and so much more; 
Heather Ettis, Vicki Reynolds and 
Kathy Bartolomeo – you all rock!

Keep those no-build option 
letters to the DEIS coming. May 
24 is the deadline. Email them 
to info@bwmaglev.info (the full 
DEIS is located at.bwmaglev.
info). Find tools & resources at 
these websites: mcrt-action.org 
and stopthistrain.org. Let’s stop 
this train!

Kristi Fletcher

Mailing Checks
Mailing checks from Greenbelt 

has become risky, with several 
reported incidents of a letter be-
ing intercepted and the check 
altered and cashed.  The most 
recent news posting from the 
city government is that the police 
aren’t sure if the letters are sto-
len from mailboxes or intercept-
ed at the post office. Until the 
culprit(s) is/are apprehended, one 
way to avoid becoming a victim 
is to take your mailed checks to 
a neighboring post office, or a 
mailbox served by that post of-
fice.  Neighbors, friends and fam-
ily can offer to do this for any-
one who can use the help.  (Also 
keep in mind that the Greenbelt 
VFD annual drive is underway, 
and contributions can be taken di-
rectly to the station.)  Hopefully 
the authorities will restore postal 
mail security soon.

Scott Snell
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More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

Community Events
ERHS Presents
Spring Concert

Eleanor  Rooseve l t  High 
School will present a Choral and 
Piano Spring Concert on Friday, 
May 14 at 7 p.m. 

Enjoy Roosevelt’s musical stu-
dents performing live on Zoom. 
For the Zoom link, visit the 
ERHS web page at schools.pgcps.
org/eleanorroosevelt/.

Sally Davies Exhibit
At Publick Playhouse

Greenbelt painter Sally Davies 
is currently the featured visual 
artist at the Prince George’s Pub-
lick Playhouse in Cheverly. Her 
exhibit, Community Spirit, is a 
virtual showcase for 17 of her 
brightly colored acrylic paintings 
of light-filled outdoor settings, 
where cast shadows – elongat-
ed purple abstract shapes – of-
ten take on lives of their own. 
Through her narration, Davies 
gives glimpses into her artistic 
process during an 11-minute vid-
eo, explaining, for instance, that 
“the bird’s-eye-view in my paint-
ings invites the viewer into the 
unfolding drama on my canvas.”

Davies has also included short 
time-lapse videos of her step-by-
step trajectory in the making of 
two of the paintings highlighted 
in the exhibit, Saturday Morn-
ing and Labyrinth of Life. By 
photographing each part of her 
working process – from sketches 
to final painting – she immerses 
viewers in her creative imagina-
tion. (Her Labyrinth of Life video 
was also recently recognized as 
one of the inaugural Rose Award 
winners for Best Greenbelt Com-
munity Video by Greenbelt Ac-
cess Television.)

In the final minutes of the 
video, Davies reflects on ways 
that the confluence of Covid-19 
isolation and Black Lives Matter 
protests informed her art during 
2020, culminating in her large-
scale painting Labyrinth of Life. 
She summarizes, “I create paint-
ings filled with light that rever-
berate with humanity, compassion 
and hope.”

Community Spirit will be 
available to view 
on the Publick 
Playhouse website 
until May 20 at 
a r t s . p g p a r k s .
c o m / 2 3 9 1 /
Exhibitions.

Connecting Greenbelt
Connecting Across Green-

belt (CAG) will be sponsoring 
a meeting on Tuesday, May 25 
at 6:30 p.m. with members of 
religious organizations and other 
community groups in front of the 
Library and Community Center 
for the Building Bridges to Stop 
the Violence vigil: Remembering 
George Floyd and others. Masks 
requested. 

CAG is a multi-cultural, multi-
racial and multi-generational 
group of residents who gather 
monthly to build relationships 
across neighborhoods and to un-
derstand current challenges for 
all Greenbelters. The group is 
building multiple resources. The 
first is research-tested coping 
strategies for self-care and stress 
management called the Caring 
and Connecting Toolkit (bit.ly/
CAGtoolkit). Residents are in-
vited to share their ideas and help 
build resources together.

To find out about the group’s 
m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s ,  e m a i l 
communityconnectionsgb@gmail.
com.

Farmers Market Opens
Masks Still Required

Sunday, May 9 welcomes the 
first market of 2021 from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. in the parking lot next 
to the New Deal Café and the 
Aquatic & Fitness Center. The 
market is still constrained to run 
under last year’s rules having 
received no direction to relax on 
wearing masks, one-way traffic 
and a single entrance and exit.  
Eating and drinking in the market 
is still not permitted.

The market is hoping for relief 
from these requirements as the 
season progresses but rather than 
getting a rap over the knuckles 
for relaxing too soon and then 
having to tighten up, the board 
has decided to start conservative-
ly and open up only when given 
clear guidance to do so.

The market requests that at-
tendees come equipped with 
masks. By entering the market, 
persons confirm their willingness 
to abide by the current rules.  
The market helped keep Green-
belters safe all last year and is 
not about to get careless now.

The vendors in attendance 
are rich with old and new faces, 
traditional and new products 
and seasonal items. Join in 
the (restrained) fun and get in 
practice for when the barriers 
come down.  More information is 
available on the market’s website 
at  GreenbeltFarmersMarket.
org, including signup options 
for the newsletter and volunteer 
opportunities.

Registration Opens
To Honor Caregivers

Greenbelt Assistance in Living 
(GAIL) and Dementia Friend-
ly America Northern Prince 
George’s County are hosting a 
free, drive-thru caregiver ap-
preciation event in Greenbelt on 
Thursday, May 27 from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at the Community 
Center.  Greenbelt’s unpaid care-
givers will receive 10 gift bags 
full of thank you items for their 
dedication to providing care dur-
ing the pandemic.  

Pre-register at: forms.gle/
m E v W P Q x G A 3 1 8 q G h s 5 . 
For more information contact 
Katherine Farzin at kfarzin@
greenbeltmd.gov or 240-542-2019.

Scholarship Open
The Boxwood Village Civic 

Association offers an annual $500 
scholarship to a current Boxwood 
Village resident. It is available to 
graduating high school seniors 
and full-time (at least 12 credit 
hours per semester) undergradu-
ate students. The scholarship is 
partially funded through the pro-
ceeds from the Boxwood booth at 
the Greenbelt Labor Day Festival, 
Annual Boxwood Yard Sale and 
other activities.

The application form should 
be completed and returned by 
June 30.  For further information 
or to pick up an application 
form, email Pat McAndrew at 
pmcandrew@mzmlaw.net.

Community Church
Collects Sneakers

The Board of Congregational 
Life at Greenbelt Community 
Church, United Church of Christ 
(GCC) is collecting athletic shoes 
by partnering with GotSneakers. 
GotSneakers has developed a 
unique program that asks com-
munities to reach into their clos-
ets, and not their pockets. This 
sneaker recycling program helps 
keeps sneakers out of landfills, 
which has harmful effects on the 
environment, and will send the 
sneakers to countries where the 
poor often go barefoot out of 
necessity. For more information 
about GotSneakers go to their 
website at Fundraiser Press Re-
lease – GotSneakers.

A donation box for sneakers 
will be placed outside of Fellow-
ship Center, the small building 
behind the church, for people to 
drop off sneakers at any time. 
GotSneakers will pay GCC a 
varying amount for name-brand 
and off-brand laced-up sneak-
ers with no tears inside or out-
side. The company even pays for 
cleaning and shipping – all GCC 
does is collect sneakers. “We 
know that most people have ex-
tra sneakers in their closets they 
would like to donate rather than 
throw away. An additional incen-
tive is now raising funds to feed 
the hungry and help the environ-
ment. It’s a win-win situation for 
everybody.”

Porch Greenbelt Food  
Collection is Growing

The  Apr i l  RUAK Porch 
Greenbelt food drive collected 
592 pounds of nonperishable 
food as well as personal hygiene 
items from the three collection 
areas. All were donated to the St. 
Hugh of Grenoble Food Pantry. 
The May collection dates for 
front porch pickup between 2 
and 5 p.m. will be Sunday, May 
9 for Woodland Hills and Sunday, 
May 16 for Boxwood Village and 
Ridge Road from Lastner Lane to 
Research Road.

Volunteers are sought to ex-
pand Porch Greenbelt to addition-
al neighborhoods in Greenbelt. 
Anyone with questions or who 
is interested in being a volunteer 
with Porch Greenbelt may con-
tact Robert Goldberg-Strassler at 
spreadruak@gmail.com.

Portrait Drawing
Greenbelt Recreation Arts 

instructor Amanda Larsen will 
teach a Portrait Drawing work-
shop over Zoom on Friday, May 
7, 6 to 8 p.m and again on Sun-
day, May 16, 1 to 2 p.m. Ad-
vance registration and fee re-
quired. Please email alarsen@
greenbeltmd.gov for more infor-
mation and registration instruc-
tions.

Paint Out Picnic
Jo in  Ar t i s t - in -Res idence 

Racquel Keller to paint in Buddy 
Attick Park on Sunday, June 6. 
Sign up for one of two timeslots, 
11 a.m. to noon or noon to  
1 p.m. Participants may bring 
their own materials or receive a 
basic set of paints and supplies 
f rom Greenbel t  Recrea t ion 
A r t s .  S i g n  u p  a t  h t t p s : / /
www.s ignupgen ius .com/go /
paintoutpicnic. This event is free.

At the Library
The Prince George’s County 

M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  S y s t e m 
(PGCMLS) has entered Phase 
2 with limited branch services, 
by appointment, at selected 
l ibraries.  Appointments can 
be made for 1-hour computer 
use or 15-minutes of browsing 
borrowable library materials. The 
nearest libraries to Greenbelt 
are New Carrollton, Bowie and 
Laurel and are now open by 
appointment. Book appointments 
at pgcmls.info/reopening or 240-
455-5451. A reopening date has 
not yet been set for the Greenbelt 
Library.

Greenbelt curbside service 
hours (by appointment only): 
T u e s d a y s ,  1  t o  6  p . m . ; 
Wednesdays ,  1  to  8  p .m. ; 
Thursdays and Fridays, 1 to 
6 p.m.; and Saturdays, 1 to 5 
p.m.  Greenbelt also now has 
mobile printing available. More 
information is  avai lable  a t 
pgcmls.info/mobile-printing.

Vaccine Assistance
PGCMLS offers an English 

and Spanish Covid-19 Vaccine 
Hunter Hotline at 240-392-3622 
operating Mondays through Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. The hot-
line will assist by directly book-
ing vaccination appointments, 
adding people to vaccine pre-
registration lists and answering 
questions about the vaccination 
process.

2021 Tax Season
The deadlines for filing tax 

returns or extension requests are 
Monday, May 17, for federal 
returns and Thursday, July 15, 
for Maryland state returns. The 
Library has a limited number 
of Form 1040/1040-SR (includ-
ing Schedules 1-3) booklets and 
associated instructions in either 
English or Spanish. 

Read to Hatch
PGCMLS offers Hatchlings: 

Read to Hatch, a program for 
expectant mothers, through May. 
This program is based on the ear-
ly-literacy Mother Goose on the 
Loose: Hatchlings program for 
parents and caregivers of children 
from birth to 3 years old and 
the Mother Goose on the Loose 
Goslings program for premature 
babies and mothers.

Kids Achieve Club
The Kids Achieve Club pro-

gram provides academic support 
through homework assistance and 
reading practice for English for 
Speakers of Other Languages stu-
dents in grades 1 to 6. The pro-
gram was created to support the 
unique needs of English learners 
to foster a love of reading and to 
provide academic support. 

Virtual Events
Poetry Discussion

Tuesday, May 11 at 7 p.m. 
Poet Kirun Kapur discusses her 
new collection of poetry, Women 
in the Waiting Room, that ex-
plores the twin forces of silence 
and speech. It sketches a room 
full of women returning from the 
far edges of experience to find a 
voice.

A Paint Out Picnic will be on Sunday, June 6 at Buddy Attick Park.
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http://schools.pgcps.org/eleanorroosevelt/
http://schools.pgcps.org/eleanorroosevelt/
http://arts.pgparks.com/2391/Exhibitions
http://arts.pgparks.com/2391/Exhibitions
http://arts.pgparks.com/2391/Exhibitions
http://bit.ly/CAGtoolkit
http://bit.ly/CAGtoolkit
mailto:communityconnectionsgb@gmail.com
mailto:communityconnectionsgb@gmail.com
http://GreenbeltFarmersMarket.org
http://GreenbeltFarmersMarket.org
mailto:kfarzin@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:kfarzin@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:pmcandrew@mzmlaw.net
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
mailto:alarsen@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:alarsen@greenbeltmd.gov
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/paintoutpicnic
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/paintoutpicnic
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/paintoutpicnic
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Obituaries
The News Review publishes obituaries of Greenbelt residents, 

past or present. You write it or we will if you prefer.  A photo-
graph and service information should be included.  There is no 
charge.

May 9    10 a.m.
"Rise up for Peace and Justice"

Rev. Karen Lee Scrivo, Affiliated Community Justice Minister; with Worship Associate 
Ebony Contreras 

When Unitarian Juliet Ward Howe issued her Mothers Day Proclamation in 1870, she 
saw it as a day of peace to honor and support mothers who lost husbands and sons 
during the Civil War. Today, we don’t often connect Mothers Day with working for 
peace and justice. Yet, this seems like the moment to return Mothers Day to its roots 

and rededicate ourselves to creating a peaceful, fair and just world for all.

ONLINE ONLY Streaming information at http://pbuuc.org /news/

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Whoever you are  
and wherever you are 

 on your  
Spiritual journey,  

you are welcome HERE.

This Sunday’s Sermon   
on Facebook Live  
Sunday at 10:15 
Love, Joy, Equity  

for ALL!
www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD

www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Greenbelt 
Community 
Church

Our intrepid photographer 
of the Lake’s wildlife, Kath-
ryn Beard, notes that she’s been 
less of a presence at the Lake 
these days because she has been 
achieving credit in a completely 
different dimension.  Congratula-
tions to her on completing her 
coursework for Cybersecurity 
Certification and best wishes for 
certification.

Congratulations to Julia Peder-
soli, daughter of Karen and John 
Pedersoli of Boxwood Village, 
who graduated from the School 
of Nursing, Auburn University 
in Auburn, Ala., on May 1.  She 
also completed the school’s Air 
Force ROTC program and, upon 
commissioning as a 2nd Lieuten-
ant and initial training in Scotts-
dale, Ariz., will be assigned as a 
Medical-Surgical Nurse at Travis 
AFB, Calif.

“This I command you, love one another.” 
Jesus

John 15:17

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11a   ONLINE

MCFcc.org/online

Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
All services and activities are currently virtual
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m. 
In person worship services cancelled for now.  In person worship services cancelled for now.  

Live streaming on our Facebook page @mowattumc.  Live streaming on our Facebook page @mowattumc.  
10 a.m. Sunday mornings10 a.m. Sunday mornings

Worship with us at
G r e e n b e l t  B a p t i s t

Biblical
Confessional

Reformed
Gospel Centered

C h u r c h

Join us OUTSIDE Sundays 
at 11:00am/Wednesdays 

(online) at 7:00pm 
www.greenbeltbaptist.org 

Instagram/Facebook/Youtube
«101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt MD»

www.greenbeltbaptist.org
301-474-4212

   @GreenbeltBaptist

“Nothing can be effected in the world, not even 
conceivably, without unity and agreement, and 
the perfect means for engendering fellowship and 
union is true religion.”            – ‘Abdu’l-Bahá

www.greenbeltbahais.org

To be Published in Greenbelt News Review May 6, 2021

Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

 

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
of GREENBELT 

During the pandemic, we   
gather VIRTUALLY for 

Liturgy of the Word 
Sundays, 10:00 a.m. 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

For ZOOM link: 
 

FDeBernardo@aol.com 

Julia Pedersoli
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Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.Members of the Greenbelt 

Community Church (GCC), Unit-
ed Church of Christ participated 
in Christmas in April by working 
on a house in Riverdale. Christ-
mas in April is a volunteer or-
ganization that repairs the homes 
of people who are financially or 
physically unable to do so them-
selves, so that they may live in 
warmth, safety and independence. 
GCC has been a member of this 
program since its start in Prince 
George’s County in 1989.  Over 
the years, GCC has repaired a 
total of 31 houses.

In 2020, after months of 
planning and preparation by 
the Christmas in April Prince 
George’s County Chapter, Mike 
Crompton, the team captain, and 
the homeowner met to discuss 
the needed repairs to the home 
and review solutions. GCC col-
lected donations for all the sup-
plies required for the project.  
A crew of 12 volunteers spent 
April 24 working on the house. 
The volunteers put up new fenc-
ing, planted azaleas, mulched the 
front yard beds and completed a 
host of additional yard and house 
maintenance tasks.

“I am grateful to have the 
work done,” said the homeowner. 
Mike and the homeowner did a 
thorough review of the house to 
see what needed to be done. “It 
meant so much to have someone 
look over the house and identify 
what needed to be done and not 
be done and provide suggestions 
on how to do it,” the homeowner 
added.

Christmas in April has become 
a family tradition for the Cromp-
tons.  Mike, Carla and Eric have 
worked on houses for the last 32 
years. Eric’s sons are already ask-
ing when they can start working 
on the houses. Mike explained it 
this way. “At the end of the day 
you are really tired, but you feel 
better than you did when you 
started that morning. We get so 
much out of doing this work and 
we have managed to help some-
one out.”

Church Volunteers Project
Repairs House in Riverdale

by Jo-Anne Fournier

From left, Diane Wogaman, Gail Voigt, Ken Voigt and Kathy 
Fominaya do some volunteer gardening for Christmas in April, 
an organization that repairs the homes of people who are either 
financially and/or physically unable to do so.

From left, Carla Crompton, 
Doug Tull, Karen Jones, Mike 
Crompton and Kathy Fominaya 
pose for a photo.

- Photos by Jo-Anne Fournier

http://pbuuc.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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City Information & Events
The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation.  We celebrate all people. By sharing 

together all are enriched.  We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.    
There are currently vacancies on: 

• Advisory Committee on Education
• Arts Advisory Board
• Board of Elections
• Senior Citizens Advisory Committee
• Youth Advisory Committee

  For more information call 301- 474-8000

VIRTUAL MEETINGS FOR MAY 10-15
Monday, May 10 at 5:30pm, YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 
On the Agenda: Crime Prevention, video progress updates, Maryland 
Youth Advisory Open Forum, and New programs at SHLRC

Monday, May 10 at 8:00pm REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEET-
ING  Virtual meeting will be shown on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and 
996, and Streaming at www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv

Wednesday, May 12 at 7:00pm, MAGLEV TASK FORCE

Wednesday, May 12 at 7:00pm, BUDGET WORK SESSION  
w/Recognition Groups Virtual meeting will be shown on Verizon 
21, Comcast 71 and 996, and Streaming at www.greenbeltmd.gov/
municipaltv

Thursday, May 13 at 7:00pm, COMMUNITY RELATIONS  
ADVISORY BOARD, Virtual

In advance, the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 
to submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 
474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.
This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that a 
meeting is being held call 301-474-8000. For information on public  
participation for the virtual meetings above, visit the meetings calendar 
at www.greenbeltmd.gov.

Greenbelt Aquatic & 
Fitness Center parking lot

Friday, May 21, 
6:30am-8:30am

The annual event traditionally celebrates bicycling as a fun, eco-
friendly, low-cost commuting option, and it provides both physical 
and mental health benefits. To make sure even those working from 
home can participate, we are encouraging telecommuting registrants 
to bike to their pit stop and then cycle back home to start the workday. 
The pit stop is a grab ‘n go, contactless pick-up event. Face masks and 
social distancing will be enforced. 

Register at biketoworkmetrodc.org;  
Pit Stop Manager: Di Quynn Reno, 240-542-2053.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING 
Monday, May 10, 2021 8:00 p.m.

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations(Items on the 
Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as recommended by staff, 
subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by Council.)  
Approval of Agenda and Additions
COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
- Asian Pacific American Heritage Month
- No Build Maglev Proclamation

Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City 
Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules.)
* Minutes of Council Meetings
Administrative Reports
*Committee Reports 

LEGISLATION
- Resolution Concerning Monthly Crime Stats 
   2nd Reading, Adoption
- An Ordinance Concerning an Annual Comprehensive Crime  
   Reduction Plan -2nd Reading, Adoption
- An Ordinance to Amend Article I “In General”, “Section 8-4  
   “Absentee Voting” of Chapter 8, Elections” of the Greenbelt City  
   Code  - 1st Reading

OTHER BUSINESS
-  Recognition Group Policy - Waiving Matching Funds Requirement  
    for FY 2021 Due to the Pandemic 
- SCMaglev Draft Environmental Impact Statement
- Minimum Wage for City Employees
- Paid Family Leave for City Employees
- Mask Rule Update
- *No Build Maglev Banners
- Reconsideration of Motion to Draft a Referendum Advisory Question  
  Regarding a Greenbelt Reparations Commission
- Council Activities
- Council Reports
- *Appointments to Advisory Boards
MEETINGS-Scheduling of Future Meetings 
COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE VIRTUAL Cablecast on Verizon 21, 

Comcast 71 and 996 and  www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv 
Resident participation: Information will be posted on  

Meetings Calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov 
In advance the hearing impaired are advised to use MD RELAY 
at 711 to submit your questions/comments or contact the City 
Clerk at (301) 474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov

 

 

 

CITY OF GREENBELT NOTICE 
OF A PROPOSED REAL 

PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

 
The City Council of the City of Greenbelt 
proposes to increase real property taxes. 
 
1.  For the tax year beginning July 1, 2021, the 

estimated real property assessable base will 
increase by 4.1%, from $2,158,720,987 to 
$2,247,288,405. 

 
2.  If the City of Greenbelt, Maryland maintains 

the current tax rate of $0.8275 per $100 of 
assessment, real property tax revenues will 
increase by 4.1%, resulting in $732,895 of 
new real property tax revenues. 

 
3.  In order to fully offset the effect of 

increasing assessments, the real property 
tax rate should be reduced to $0.7949, the 
constant yield tax rate. 

 
4.  The City is considering not reducing its real 

property tax rate enough to offset 
increasing assessments. The City proposes 
to adopt a real property tax rate of $0.8275 
per $100 of assessment. This tax rate is 
4.1% higher than the constant yield tax 
rate and will generate $732,895 in 
additional property tax revenues. 

 
A public hearing on the proposed real property 
tax increase will be held at 8 p.m. on Monday, 
May 24, 2021, virtually via Zoom. 
 
The hearing is open to the public, and public 
testimony is encouraged.  Public participation: 
Dial-in: 301 715 8592; Meeting ID: 870 1542 
0497; Password: 736144 
 
Persons with questions regarding this hearing 
may call the City Clerk at 301-474-8000 for 
further information. 

 

Greenbelt Recreation
Summer Activity Guide- 

Available Online on May 7!
Registration begins on  

Monday, May 17 for  
Greenbelt Residents; 

Monday, May 24  
for non-residents
Classes begin the

 week of June 14, 2021
Check out our Summer 2021 
Activity Guide for more details!
Includes options for all ages and 
interests. Discover seasonal 
special events, varied recreation 
facilities and classes to provide 
opportunities for community 
celebrations. Learn something 
new or improve your skills in 
an activity you enjoy, all while 
socializing and staying active!

Visit our www.greenbeltmd.gov/
recreation or call 301-3972200 
for more information.

WEED WARRIORS: 
Invasive Plant Pull

May 15th, 2021
Indian Creek Trail

Trailhead at Cherrywood Lane 
& Breezewood Drive

Be a part of the community 
effort to remove invasive plant 

species from the environment at 
the Indian Creek Trail. Volun-
teers will work with Anacostia 

Watershed Stewards with sup-
port from City staff to remove 
invasive plant species from 

the environment. Masks will be 
required at all times.

Reminders:
Bring a reusable water bottle

Wear weather-appropriate 
clothing and closed-toe shoes
Students: bring community-

service forms
Volunteers must register in 

order to participate
Limited to 25 volunteers

To Register: Contact Envi-
ronmental Coordinator Kevin 

Carpenter-Driscoll at
kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov

EMERGENCY DIAPER  
PICKUP

Need help with diapers? In re-
sponse to the COVID-19 out-
break, The Greenbelt Nursery 
Project is supporting needy 
Greenbelt families by distribut-
ing diapers on 
Thursday, May 20th, 2021.
Parents are required to bring 
state-issued photo ID, each 
child’s birth certificate, proof of 
Greenbelt residency (mail from 
a federal, state, or local govern-
ment agency which display their 
name and Greenbelt residential 
address). No walk-ups accept-
ed. Please register online at
https://forms.gle/giCpu6T7u1VYPz2Q7
Registration required. Time and 
location given upon submitted
registration.

Free Produce
Distribution

THURSDAY, MAY 20
1:00PM-3:00PM

Greenbelt Community Center 
15 Crescent Road

Ground Floor East near the 
Flagpole.

For City Services, Events, Meeting, Info and more
www.greenbeltmd.gov

Follow @cityofgreenbelt on Facebook and Twitter

Notice of Charter Amendment Resolution
At its regular meeting of April 26, 2021, the City Council ad-
opted a resolution to amend the City Charter. As required by 
state law, this resolution will be posted in its entirety for 40 days, 
until June 5, at the Municipal Building and on the City’s Web 
site www.greenbeltmd.gov. Copies may also be requested of 
the City Clerk. It will become effective on June 15, 2021, un-
less a proper petition to submit the amendment to the voters on 
a referendum is filed as permitted by law. As also required by 
state law, this notice is given to provide a fair summary of the 
resolution.
Charter Amendment Resolution Number 2021-1 (Resolution 
Number 2091) A Resolution of the City of Greenbelt, Maryland, 
to Amend Section 2 of the Charter of the City of Greenbelt, to 
amend Section 27 titled “Absentee Voting” by replacing with 
“Mail-In Voting” of the Greenbelt City Charter.
Purpose: To amend the City Charter to replace absentee voting 
with mail-in voting. Mail-in voting would allow voters to request 
a ballot (no reasons needed) to vote in the upcoming 2021 
Council Election. However, the voters will still have the option to 
participate in early voting or in-person voting on Election Day.
For more information, please contact the City Clerk at 301-474-
3870 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov



Page 6             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW            Thursday, May 6, 2021

Two resolutions were pre-
sented on the agenda of the April 
26 meeting of the Greenbelt City 
Council for second reading and 
adoption. One of them, which 
was developed by the city Board 
of Elections, passed readily. The 
other, presented by Mayor Colin 
Byrd, had apparently not yet re-
ceived enough vetting and discus-
sion by council to create adequate 
support for its present form.

Mail-in Voting
The Board of Elections met 

with the city council in a work-
session in February, when council 
chose the option of replacing 
the absentee voting process with 
mail-in voting.  As presented by 
the board, mail-in voting would 
allow all eligible voters to request 
a ballot that could be mailed 
back or dropped off. This is sim-
ply a renaming of Greenbelt’s 
existing absentee voting process, 
but it is hoped that since mail 
voting is much more common 
and in favor now than it was 
at the time Greenbelt removed 
the “excuse” requirement early 
in the last decade, it may now 
pick up new voters and increase 
Greenbelt’s turnout, while still 
serving the needs as well or bet-
ter for those voters who required 
absentee ballots. Early voting and 
in-person voting will continue as 
well.

Since voters are losing noth-
ing by this change, it is difficult 
to imagine why anyone would 
want to take action against it, but 
since it is effected by a Char-
ter Amendment Resolution, vot-
ers could take action if they so 
wished.

Greenbelt Reparations
The city council uses workses-

sions for a number of different 
purposes, with one of them being 

Mail-in Voting Passes; Local 
Reparations Need More Work

by Kathleen Gallagher

to develop projects, plans and 
new legislation in a more casual 
setting that does not require com-
ing to closure or to a vote.  

Ironically, worksessions usu-
ally take about two hours, and 
that is exactly the time council 
spent discussing Byrd’s proposed 
Resolution Supporting Local Rep-
arations in Greenbelt. Because it 
took place as part of a regular 
council meeting, the meeting 
ran until nearly 1 a.m. and the 
published agenda could not be 
completed and will be continued 
at the next meeting. Because of 
the lateness of the hour, tempers 
prevailed more than constructive 
thinking, and council will prob-
ably have to go through it again. 

Some of the areas of comment 
included the following:

• whether Native Americans 
and other groups should be in-
cluded;

• whether it should be more 
inclusive;

• whether it is historically 
accurate regarding Greenbelt’s 
responsibilities;

• whether people should ab-
stain from voting rather than ac-
cept the existing choices;

• how any determinations 
could be made on budget;

• whether input from advi-
sory groups and others should 
be sought; whether there should 
be more resident participation or 
be put on a ballot (the latter was 
voted down).

Eventually, a vote was taken 
that resulted in 3 yes votes and 
4 abstaining. According to the 
real lawyer in the Zoom, the af-
firmative votes of a majority of 
those elected to council would 
have been required to adopt the 
legislation.

Three one-act plays by Id-
ris Goodwin were presented by 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
(ERHS) students in associa-
tion with Greenbelt Arts Center 
(GAC). Producers were Mecca 
Lartigue and Anya Wilkinson, 
youth liaisons to the GAC board. 
Rikki Howie and Kate McGill 
worked beside the student direc-
tors.

“The Water Gun Song,” di-
rected by Niya John, featured 
an arresting performance by the 
young actor Stella Satterfield as 
Sam. Satterfield’s openness and 
innocence were heartrending in 
the face of the serious conver-
sation between the character of 
Sam, a child whose father has 
to explain why he is “allergic” 
to water guns. “If it has a barrel 
and a trigger I get a reaction,” 
states Jules (Marlon Brown). 
This short play is appropriate for 
ages 6 and up and is an engag-
ing way to start conversations 
about racial inequity with young 
people. Brown drew from his 
own childhood experience to 
play the father: “I had those con-
versations with my mom about 
things I could and couldn’t do. 
You have to let them know that 
these things are not your fault, 
but they’re going to affect you. 
Having a water gun might end 
your life. It’s a really difficult 
conversation to have.” Audience 

A Review

Plays Presented by Students
Addressed Timely Topics

by Melissa Sites

member Dana said, “The younger 
black child has to learn all of 
these heavy things so early.” The 
director’s mother commented, “It 
is gut-wrenching as a parent to 
tell your children that they have 
to live life differently because 
of who might see them. It could 
easily be one of you, but it could 
also be me.”

The other two plays contained 
subject matter more appropriate 
to those age 14 and up.

“#MATTER,” directed by Andi 
Fontaine, featured Evelyn Wiredu 
and Apple DeGeorge as friends 
from high school who remember 
shared experiences very differ-
ently. This piece was beautifully 
acted by Wiredu and DeGeorge, 
who clearly conveyed the emo-
tional pain that gathers around 
issues of race. Wiredu’s character 
says, “I used to be silent.” But 
into the silence at the end of 
the one-act, DeGeorge indicates 
that speaking her mind cost the 
woman of color her life.

“Black Flag,” directed by 
DaNya Ford, featured an African 
American character, Deja (Syd-
ney Taylor), whose roommate 
Sydney (Madeleine McComb) 
hangs a Confederate flag in their 
shared dorm room. Deja’s friend 
Harry (Brandon Fuller) criticizes 
Sydney for displaying the flag. 
McComb stated that her charac-
ter Sydney “believes that she’s 

In the play Black Flag, Sydney Taylor, left, plays Deja and Brandon Fuller plays Harry.
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not racist, but she’s not will-
ing to step outside her comfort 
zone. [That’s] conditional ally-
ship. She’s not willing to listen, 
and you need to be able to listen, 
otherwise you’re not an ally at 
all.” One audience member com-
mented, “that flag was every-
where on January 6” during the 
Capitol insurrection, pointing out 
the dangerous power of a symbol.

Julie Ann Hawk, drama teach-
er at ERHS, led the talkback after 
the performances. She outlined 
several principles for engaging in 
conversation about race, includ-
ing, “leave the room with growth; 
if you are hurt, educate” and the 
importance of a sincere apology. 
“I’m sorry I hurt you. How can 
I make it right?” Hawk asserted 
that virtual theater gives audience 
members the chance to “empa-
thize without feeling threatened 
by this push of knowledge.”

Audience member Curtis Wil-
liams said, “Anti-racism is every-
one’s job, but it is not a Black 
person’s job to do your work for 
you.”

Audience member Joce was 
glad the production was presented 
free of charge, because it pro-
motes a more diverse education. 
She appreciated “treating our kids 
like they can learn this stuff.… 
Thank you for hosting this and 
making this widely available.”

The Greenbelt Golden Age Club meets by Zoom (or phone) every Wednesday at 11 a.m. Here is one 
panel showing some of our group from a recent meeting.  These people joined by Zoom but some 
phoned in also. To join the Zoom or phone list, contact Rebekah (Becky) Sutfin at 240-542-2056 
(leave a message) or at RSUTFIN@Greenbeltmd.gov.
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Golden Agers Go Zoomy

visit  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

mailto:RSUTFIN@Greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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PAMPER YOUR MOM

THIS MOTHER'S DAY! 

In Historic Roosevelt Center

www.greenbelt.coop

MOTHER'S DAY DINNER 

Penne Pasta Alfredo

with Kale and Chicken

Garlic Bread

Pre-orders Only!

Call the Deli - 301-474-0522

by 1 p.m. on Sunday, May 9 

Pi��-up dinner 4-	�30 p.m.

Make Mom's

Day with

Cards, Flowers,

Chocolates,

Wine

Work continues at Greenbelt 
Park as the National Park Service 
(NPS) replaces roads, parking 
areas and the Still Creek Bridge, 
among other efforts.  This means 
that the park headquarters, picnic 
areas, campground, restrooms, 
parking lots and park roads are 
still closed to visitors.  

The 5.1-mile Perimeter Trail 
and the 1.2-mile Azalea Trail are 
open for use. Park visitors cannot 
drive into Greenbelt Park, but 
may park on Walker and Capitol 
Drives and walk across Greenbelt 
Road to the park and trails. NPS 
requires visitors to wear face 
masks on its administered lands 
where physical distancing cannot 
be practiced.  For more up-to-
date information, refer to nps.
gov/coronavirus. 

Specific areas being repaved 
are Park Central Road, Lau-
rel Picnic Area, Holly Picnic 
Area, Goodluck Road parking 
area, Dogwood parking area and 
Sweetgum picnic area. Campfire 
rings will be replaced and picnic 
tables will be upgraded. 

The temporary closing of park 
areas better facilitates excavation 
work, as well as providing room 
for the construction contractors to 
situate and use heavy equipment 
and store their materials. 

Hazardous trees are being re-
moved by the NPS.  In addi-
tion, NPS, in conjunction with 
Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission, is relocating and 
enhancing the sewer system in 
several places.  

The new Still Creek Bridge 
and new culverts that span the 
park should improve water flow 
in Still Creek, and hopefully en-
hance water quality that will lead 
to a return of fish and related 

Greenbelt Park Renovations
Should Finish by August

by Matthew Arbach

The main road in Greenbelt Park is still closed but the repaving is 
complete and it is good for new bike riders.

- Photos by Amy Hansen

aquatic species to the northern 
and western parts of Still Creek. 

Greenbelt Park is expecting 
a partial reopening of roads and 
a full reopening of camping and 
picnic areas on Thursday, May 

20. Campground reservations can 
be made at recreation.gov. 

A full reopening of the roads 
is planned on Tuesday, August 
31. 

Jeremy O'Roark and his two daughters, Camille and Maren,  
make seed-bomb creations on the Greenbelt Community Center 
lawn on Sunday, May 2 at an event coordinated by Greenbelt 
Recreation Arts.

- Photo by Jamal Austin

Sarah Eargle poses for a picture with her seed-bomb 
llama in hand.

Crafts on the Lawn

Trolley Trail Walk
Take a stretch and explore 

community history with the  
Riversdale House Museum on the 
Trolley Trail Walking Tour on 
Saturday, June 5 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. for a leisurely two-
mile walking tour that will travel 
the Trolley Trail from Riverdale 
Park to College Park, stopping 
along the way to share tidbits 
about how the area has changed 
over the centuries.

The tour will begin at the 
Riversdale House Museum and 
end at the Old Parish House. In 
the event of poor weather, the 
rain date will be Saturday, June 
12. Cost is $5 for residents of 
Prince George’s and Montgomery 
c o u n t i e s  a n d  $ 6  f o r  n o n -
residents. Advance registration 
is required by June 3 via tinyurl.
com/TrolleyTour21. For more 
information, email riversdale@
pgparks.com, call TTY 301-
699-2544 or visit the website at 
history.pgparks.com.

Add an ad 
to your 

bottom line 
$15 and up.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

http://nps.gov/coronavirus
http://nps.gov/coronavirus
http://recreation.gov
http://tinyurl.com/TrolleyTour21
http://tinyurl.com/TrolleyTour21
mailto:riversdale@pgparks.com
mailto:riversdale@pgparks.com
http://history.pgparks.com
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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Candidates for GHI Election
The following GHI members have formally indicated their agreement to serve if elected, and 
provided these biographical sketches to the Nominations & Elections Committee. GHI Members 
will elect Nominations & Elections Committee members during the annual meeting. The separate 
election for Board of Directors and Audit Committee will be held by ballots cast online and 
in-person, described in the graphic above. Board members are elected to staggered 2-year terms.  
There are 5 open Board positions this year; the other 4 will be elected next year.

Board of Directors 
2-Year Term

(5 of 9 positions up for election)
—

Erin Bilyeu
37 Court Ridge

My name is Erin Bilyeu and I am 
a candidate for the GHI Board of 
Directors. I have been a member 
of GHI since August 2018 and a 
member of the Buildings Commit-
tee since 2019. GHI is my first home 
ownership experience and I am 
deeply invested in our long-term 
success. The cooperative nature of 
our community has inspired me to 
contribute my time and experience.

I am a museum professional with 
20 years of experience in project 
management, overseeing pan-in-
stitutional projects and managing 
funds and contractors with a focus 
on reviewing legal agreements for 
international acquisitions. I work 
with a diverse team of lawyers and 
scientists to ensure that no detail is 
ignored. 

Exactly one year from the day 
we closed on our GHI unit, my hus-
band and I found ourselves amid a 
flooding event that would leave us 
out of our home for 5 months. We 
had to learn quickly how to work 
within the GHI system that, at the 
time, we found confusing and chal-
lenging. That experience led me to 
attend board meetings and volun-
teer as a member on the Buildings 
Committee. My time on the build-
ings committee helped me under-
stand the importance of member 
education, involvement, and ad-
vocacy. Beyond review of priori-
ties and voting responsibilities, my 
goal in being a Director, if elected, 
is to increase access and member 

education to encourage other GHI 
members to feel well-served by 
their Cooperative.

Christopher Carbone
37 Court Ridge

I am seeking election to the 
Greenbelt Homes, Inc. Board of Di-
rectors. I have been a member of 
GHI since July 2014. Of the plac-
es I’ve lived, Greenbelt, and GHI 
specifically, is special to me and I 
am running to help this communi-
ty thrive and modernize. I have al-
ways loved living in Greenbelt, and 
my experience over the past year of 
COVID restrictions and lockdowns 
has only solidified my appreciation 
for our community.

Proessionally, I am a public af-
fairs specialist in the federal gov-
ernment (Internal Revenue Service). 
Prior to that, I was an economist 
and worked on various economic 
indicators, including the monthly 
jobs report from the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics. I have extensive com-
munications and customer service 
experience. I served on the GHl au-
dit committee for the COVID-short-
ened 2020-2021 term. I also 
currently serve on the condo board 
for my second home in Pompano 
Beach, Florida, where I’m head of 
the architectural review committee 
(ARC).

GHI is a special place and I see 
this moment as a changing of the 
guard for GHI. I hope to bring a 
fresh set of eyes to GHl’s opportu-
nities and challenges and look for-
ward to working with current and 
new board members to maintain 
and modernize our community so 
it’s a comfortable and attractive 
place to live for current and pro-
spective members.

Chuck Hess
42 Court Ridge

Chuck Hess is a CPA with a Mas-
ter’s degree in Taxation, serving 
GHI on the Board for twenty-eight 
years, sixteen of which has been as 
Treasurer. He also has served on 
the Audit Committee, and currently 
serves on the Finance, Investment, 
Building and many other GHI Com-
mittees and Task Forces. He be-
lieves his major accomplishments 
are Assuring that GHI cannot dis-
solve unless more than a Thousand 
members agree, and establishing 
the Replacement Reserves.

When Chuck moved into GHI 
in 1983 GHI had just complet-
ed the Rehab program (the first 
HIP). GHI had to borrow Millions 
of Dollars and was paying double 
digit interest. It took GHI over fif-
teen years and Millions of Dollars 
to pay off these loans. Soon after 
he moved to GHI he was recruited 
to volunteer his time to GHI. One 
on the first things he accomplished 
was to have the Replacement Re-
serves established. These reserves 
have enabled GHI to finish HIP (a 
program that cost GHI more than 
$21,000,000) without borrowing 
ANY money.

He is proud of GHI as one of 
the best Co-ops in the world. He 
believes that his experience and 
knowledge will benefit GHI in 
maintaining its high standards for 
providing a well-run, efficient, and 
sustainable home for its members, 
and looks forward to making it 
even better in the future.

He also has served on the Board 
of the Greenbelt Federal Credit 
Union for several years and is very 
active with his Church’s youth pro-
gram at the regional level.

William C. Jones
15 Court Ridge

Before retiring to GHI with his 
wife in 2004, Bill Jones taught as 
Professor of Math and Comput-
er Science in Connecticut for over 
thirty years. At GHI, he first got in-
volved serving on the Finance and 
Investment Committees. He en-
joyed that so much that he ran for 
the GHI Board of Directors, where 
he has had the pleasure of serving 
his neighbors since 2011.

Bill is one of the two bean-count-
ers on the Board. He works hard at 
making sure that monthly coop fees 
remain affordable. He was instru-
mental in starting the Fee Deferral 
Program at GHI, to help members 
in need pay monthly coop fees. 
This program is now being used 
for those financially impacted by 
COVID-19.

On the Long-Range Planning 
Committee, Bill collected and an-
alyzed information on the income 
ranges for people who have bought 
homes recently, to help us under-
stand their needs. On the Transition 
Task Force (for succession planning 
of key GHI staff), he did cost/bene-
fit analysis of new revenue streams, 
with the goal of reducing coop fees. 
Moreover, GHI’s Board adopted his 
proposal for reducing the Replace-
ment Reserves part of the coop fee.

Bill is Chair of the Board at the 
Greenbelt Coop Grocery and Phar-
macy. He also chairs the Member-
ship Committee for New Deal Cafe. 
Beyond Greenbelt, he has volun-
teered at Bread For The City (D.C.), 
at Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
for people with low incomes, at 
CASA for foster children, and at 
Meals On Wheels.

2021 GHI Election: May 13–14
Check your Email!
GHI has contracted GetQuorum 
to host the 2021 annual meeting 
and online portion of the elec-
tion. GetQuorum has sent emails 
to all GHI member addresses on 
file, with a registration link for the 
May 13 Annual Meeting.
Check your inbox(es) and spam 
folders  for a message sent from 
notices@getquorum.com.
If you plan to  join the online meet-
ing or vote online and don’t find 
this email and  you must update 
your contact email address(es). See 
http://ghi.coop/election or recent 
E-News for a link to the online 
form, or contact the Member Ser-
vices department.
If you plan to attend the meeting 
in person,  complete the registra-
tion form  in the Annual Meeting 
packet.

1. Absentee

2. Online
    (preferred)

3. Youth
    Center

4. Standard

Must wear mask

Your email address must
be on file with GHI, and 
you cannot register for
the Youth Center

First 42 members
registered via meeting 
announcement form

Must wear mask

GHI Office
During office hours
May 7, 10, 11

GetQuorum website
After meeting Thursday 
May 13 until noon
Friday May 14

Youth Center
Immediately after 
annual meeting

GHI Office
4–8pm Friday
May 14

Submit absentee ballot 
application at GHI Office, 
then immediately vote
on paper ballot

Secure personalized link 
from GetQuorum on your 
computer or smartphone

Paper ballot

Paper ballot

Path Prerequisite Where & When Method

e

d

Choose your path to vote!
The May 13 annual membership meeting sign-in opens 7:00pm for the 7:30pm meeting; 
members can participate online or in-person.  The election for Board and Audit Committee 
begins when the meeting goes into recess; members can cast ballots online or in-person.
Please see the official meeting announcement mailed to every member for more information.
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Candidates for GHI Election
(continued)

Board of Directors
(Continued from prior page)

Denna Lambert
1 Court Westway

Denna Lambert has been a 
Greenbelt resident for almost 20 
years first living in University Square 
before moving into GHI in 2010. 
Since 2004, she has been actively 
involved in various organizations 
in the community from serving as 
a Coleader for a Greenbelt Dai-
sy Girl Scout Troop to supporting 
the Greenbelt Maker Space FIRST 
Robotics Team for two years. Cur-
rently, Denna supports the Green-
belt Intergenerational Volunteer 
Exchange Service (GIVES), Green-
belt Mamas & Papas, and serve as 
a board member of the Center for 
Dynamic Community Governance. 
Recently, she served as a volun-
teer reviewer for the City’s Small 
Business Grant Initiative where she 
utilized her skills in auditing, busi-
ness strategy, and public budget-
ing to ensure the effective use of 
the CARES Act funds. Within GHI, 
she served as one of the resident 
advisors for the reasonable accom-
modation task force and frequently 
plans activities for her courts prior 
to COVID. Her hope is to encour-
age an accessible, sustainable, and 
welcoming environment within GHI 
for individuals and families who are 
drawn to a cooperative and col-
laborative approach to community 
living 

She is a Program Manager with 
NASA Goddard and previously 
provided overall leadership in dis-
ability law, special education poli-
cy, STEM recruitment, and federal 
program compliance. Her profes-
sional interests also include medi-
ation, collaborative partnerships, 
community outreach, mediation, 
and social policy. She is a graduate 
of the George Washington Univer-
sity where she earned a Master of 
Public Administration. She has a 
2-year-old son named Kaleb and a 
9-year-old Labrador named Angie.

Jason Luly
19 Court Ridge

We moved to Greenbelt in De-
cember 2016—by “we” I mean 
me and my wife Aviva Glaser. We 
were specifically looking to move 
to a place that felt special and was 
likely to have community. Those 
are ambiguous terms (try them 
out on a real estate agent). But—
we found those exact things and 
we’ve been happy here since. Be-
cause we understand that commu-
nity is made, we’ve both put energy 
into GHI. Since this is my bio and 
there’s a word count limit, I’ll keep 
it to my contributions (find Aviva on 
Facebook!).

(1) I’ve been on the Long Range 
Planning Committee since 2019 
and we’ve developed a great long 
range plan we will deliver in the 
next couple months.

(2) I worked with Cynthia New-
comer and others to develop a way 
for our community to act coopera-
tively and share the burden of mem-
bership fees for those members 
who were hit hard financially by 
Covid-19. A lot of the work for this 
was in the background – we came 
up with a way to collect the funds, 

transfer the funds, and allocate the 
funds fairly while being both trans-
parent to donors and preserving 
confidentiality of beneficiaries (only 
GHI financial staff knows the iden-
tity of the beneficiaries).

(3) I recently volunteered for 
the vacated board seat because if I 
want to be on the board… might as 
well get to it (and run for board as 
an incumbent!)

Heather Mortimer
4 Court Laurel Hill

Although Heather only moved 
to GHI two years ago, she has 
quickly become an active member 
of the community. She has com-
pleted small design projects for the 
GHI Woodlands Committee, volun-
teers with the adoptable cats at the 
Greenbelt Petsmart, and started 
the Greenbelt Little Seed Library. 
As a first-time homeowner, she 
became a familiar face on Laurel 
Hill Rd. as she tamed the unruly 
yard of her one-bedroom end unit. 
She values GHI for the stability of 
a regular monthly payment as op-
posed to the unexpected expenses 
of homeownership, and the oppor-
tunity for self expression that are 
not available in a rental. In oth-
er words, GHI combines the best 
of both worlds. Heather works in 
communications at Goddard Space 
Flight Center, and has over 7 years 
of experience in education, writ-
ing, design, and accessibility. She 
graduated magna cum laude from 
UMBC in 2018 with an Interdisci-
plinary Studies degree in Science 
Communications. In her time at 
UMBC, she was a NOAA Hollings 
Scholar, National Academy of Engi-
neering Grand Challenges Scholar, 
and member of the Honors Col-
lege. She also served on the In-
terdisciplinary Studies Committee, 
which approves student-developed 
degree plans. She hopes that her 
experiences as a new member will 
provide a valuable perspective on 
topics relevant to other new mem-
bers, such as permitting, home 
improvements, and online access 
to information. She believes in in-
creasing efficiency in order to keep 
fees low rather than cutting services 
to members.

Audit Committee 
1-Year Term

(All 3 positions up for election)
—

David Benack
2 Court Southway

My family moved to GHI from 
Silver Spring in summer 2019. We 
are so grateful for the neighborly 
community we have found here in 
Greenbelt, and we look forward 
to being here for a long time. I 
would like to serve on the Audit 
Committee as a way to become 
more involved in supporting our 
community, and I am asking for 
your vote! I am currently a stay-
at-home parent, with all the joys 
and challenges that entails. I am 
also a member of Greenbelt’s 
Ethics Commission. My most recent 
paid occupation was as a Program 
Manager for an educational 
nonprofit that provides professional 
and cultural exchange programs to 

international visitors. My degree 
was in environmental sciences. I am 
confident that I can fulfill the duties 
and responsibilities of a member of 
the Audit Committee, should you 
choose to elect me. Thank you for 
your consideration!

Sam Lee
8 Court Plateau

I’ve lived in Greenbelt for 
fourteen years and my wife and 
I have been a residents of GHI 
for six years. I work as an actuary 
specializing in group health 
insurance. I’m currently a member 
of the audit committee, but our 
term was limited to six months as 
a result of the pandemic delaying 
last year’s election. I’d appreciate 
the opportunity to serve another 
full term.

Dale Wilding
7 Court Ridge

I have lived in GHI for almost 12 
years. In both of my GHI units I have 
completed extensive renovations, 
including adding a first-floor full 
bathroom to both units. I am a 
retired Software Developer, and 
I am extremely comfortable with 
technology. In 2011–2012, I was 
on the initial board of Greenbelt 
Community Solar. More recently, 
since my retirement, I am a driver 
for Meals on Wheels, I help at the 
Help by Phone food pantry, I help 
distribute food for GAIL/Gives once 
a month, I help distribute food at 
the College Park Food Bank, I help 
package food at Food & Friends, and 
my husband and I are ambassadors 
for the DC Diaper Bank. I am also 
a member of the Greenbelt Lions. I 
would now like to focus my energy 
on GHI as an additional way to 
help the Greenbelt community stay 
strong.

Nominations
& Elections
Committee
1-Year Term

(All 5 positions up for election)
—

Dan Gillotte
10 Court Hillside

Dan Gillotte is a long time co-
operator having first become a 
member of a food co-op in Maine 
in 1992. Dan has been the manag-
er of food co-ops since 1998 and 
moved here (and became a mem-
ber of GHI) spring 2020. Dan has 
served on numerous boards over 
the years including:
• National Co-op Grocers (as 

board chair for 3 years)
• Co-op Grocers Information Net-

work (as president for 4 years)
• AHB Community School (as 

chair for one year)
• Austin Independent Business Al-

liance (for more than a decade 
as a founding member)
Dan has worked for boards for 

his whole adult life and understands 
the importance of board perpetu-
ation for successful organizations. 
He loves living in this cooperative 
community of GHI and Greenbelt 
and is happy to serve if elected on 
the small but mighty nominations 
committee.

Theresa R. Henderson
1 Court Laurel Hill

Theresa was born and raised 
in the Washington, D.C. area. She 
has lived in GHI since 1983. She 
currently enjoys living on Laurel Hill 
Rd. with her husband Steve, their 
daughter Maddy, their three cats, a 
bird, and some fish. She is currently 
employed as a biochemist at the 
USDA Beltsville Human Nutrition 
Research Center—which will be 
recruiting volunteers for feeding 
studies soon! She is a planning 
member of the Greenbelt Tennis 
Association and is a member of 
Greenbelt Community Church 
and the Hemophilia Association of 
the Capital Area. She is presently 
serving on the Nominations and 
Elections Committee for her eighth 
term and enjoys working with the 
other committee members and 
staff to make the election process 
a success.

Tom Jones
1 Court Woodland

Tom has served on N&E for 7 
years, including the past 6 years 
as chair. Tom grew up on North-
way and has been a GHI member 
since 1997. He has a Bachelor’s 
degree in Physics and an MBA, and 
works as a Technical Program Man-
ager at the University of Maryland 
Center for Advanced Transporta-
tion Technology Laboratory (CATT 
Lab) within the Civil Engineering 
department.

In 2010, Tom chaired the GHI 
Finance Report Subcommittee that 
drafted revisions to make each 
year’s report easier to understand. 
In 2011, he chaired the GHI web-
site redesign committee resulting 
in the current ghi.coop site, and he 
also served on the GHI Information 
Technology task force.

For other Greenbelt co-ops, Tom 
has served on the News Review 
Board of Directors since 2014. In 
prior years, he served on the New 
Deal Café Audit Committee for 
5 years and the Rapidan Camps 
Board of Directors for 22 years, in-
cluding 15 years as president.

Joe Ralbovsky
62 Court Ridge

Joe moved to GHI in 2015 and 
loves living here.

He’s served on the Buildings 
Committee, the Sustainability Sub-
committee, and the Yards and Exte-
riors Task Force.

Luisa Robles
32 Court Ridge

I have lived in GHI since the 
spring of 2001 (20 years!).

I bumped into GHI while pursu-
ing my PhD at UMD. I came to see 
a movie at the theater and fell in 
love with the Roosevelt Center, and 
the layout and walkability of GHI. I 
knew several people that studied at 
UMD and lived in Old Greenbelt. 
My degree was in environmental 
sciences and sustainable develop-
ment and I am now the Sustainabil-
ity Coordinator for the City. I have 
served on the Board of Directors 
and the Woodlands Committee for 
GHI, and on the Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board for the City.
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12B Plateau Place, 2 BR, 1BA W/ Beautiful Garden! 
135A Northway, 4BR, 2.5BA FOR RENT, $2900PM! 

CALL OR TEXT FOR DETAILS!! 301.385.0523 
 
 
 Sarah V. Liska  

Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
sarah@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
 

119 Lakeside Drive
5 beds | 3 baths 

This roomy, beautifully 
maintained home has 

American-style space and 
comfort, with a distinctly 

European flair to its upgraded 
kitchen and its built-in closet 

storage systems. 

$580,000

New Listing!

Realtor®

m 301.789.6294
kim.kash@compass.com

             Compass is a licensed real estate brokerage that 
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. Information 
is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is not 
guaranteed. All measurements and square footages are 
approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already 
listed. Compass is licensed as Compass Real Estate in DC 
and as Compass in Virginia and Maryland. 660 Pennsylvania 
Avenue SE Suite 300 Washington, DC 20003 | 202.545.6900

• Several fresh, new GHI 
listings

• Hyattsville single family, 
one-level living

Coming Soon!

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

PLUG-INS continued from page 1

equipped with the Tesla plug and 
as yet, there are no public Tesla 
stations in Greenbelt.

The Level Two stations charge 
$0.18 per kilowatt-hour. Pay-
ment through Pepco can be done 
through a free GREENLOTS app 
with the procedure available at 
the station.

The Level Three accepts credit 
cards and charges $2 to start and 
then $0.17 per minute, with a 

Electric Vehicle chargers located at Schrom Hills Park are now 
operational. The ones located at Springhill Lake Recreation Center 
will also be available soon.
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Electric vehicles now come 
in a wide variety of makes and 
models and offer considerable 
savings over time, as they re-
quire little maintenance and offer 
low energy costs.  A plethora of 
information was presented on the 
subject on April 25 by Greenbelt 
Sustainability Coordinator Luisa 
Robles, and John Lippert, chair 
of GreenACES and the Greenbelt 
Green Team. This was the latest 
monthly Zoom Environmental 
Series sponsored by the Green 
Teams of the Greenbelt Commu-
nity Church, UCC and the City 
of Greenbelt. Information on the 
city charging stations and the cost 
and range of each of the various 
charging methods is given in a 
separate article (see page 1).

There are two types of plug-in 
electric vehicles: the plug-in hy-
brid electric (PHEV) and the full 
battery electric (EV). In Prince 
George’s County there are 2,621 
plug-in EVs, and in the state, 
there are 31,161.  

Regarding global passenger 
EV sales, there were 1.7 million 
in 2020, with projected sales for 
2025 at 8.5 million, for 2030 at 
26 million, and 2040 at 54 mil-
lion.  The projected increase is a 

City Green Teams Provide
Info on Electric Vehicles

by Matthew Arbach

result of the continuing drop in 
vehicle prices and the cost of bat-
teries.  Other factors are govern-
ment pressure on the car industry 
to move toward electrification 
and the market shift to EVs, as 
they are seen as the future of 
transportation.

Some benefits of EVs are im-
mediate acceleration, no tailpipe 
emissions and the emphasis on 
US-generated electricity instead 
of imported oil.  A Consumer 
Reports analysis found that while 
a normal gasoline 24 mpg SUV 
costs 18 cents/mile to operate, 
an equivalent EV costs 8 cents/
mile.  Savings for an EV owner 
can range from $6,000 to $10,000 
over the life of a vehicle.  EV 
batteries can also be used to 
power homes, as was seen in 
last winter’s energy blackout in 
Texas.

The IRS offers a tax credit of 
$2,500 to $7,500 per new EV 
purchased for use in the U.S.  
It applies to the first 200,000 
sold by a manufacturer.  Already 
Tesla and GM have reached that 
number, but for other brands, the 
opportunity remains.

Lippert recommended that a 
prospective buyer should pur-

chase a vehicle that meets their 
normal daily needs and use a 
rental for less frequent purposes.  
Available now are sports cars, 
SUVs, crossovers, luxury sedans 
and pick-up trucks.

Various myths have been pur-
ported about EVs and shown to 
be false.  With the rise in ranges 
after charging and numbers of 
charging stations, “range anxiety 
is a thing of the past,” said Lip-
pert.  In reality, gasoline cars 
catch fire five times more fre-
quently than EVs.  And the fear 
of expensive batteries that require 
replacing is unfounded with the 
current long traction battery war-
ranties.

To find more information on 
EVs in general, there are sev-
eral online resources: Ask An EV 
Owner Zoom meeting the first 
Wednesday of the month (https://
evadc.wildapricot.org/Ask), the 
Electric Vehicle Association of 
Greater Washington DC (EVADC.
org) and PlugStar.com.

30-minute maximum charging 
session.  The city is currently 
looking into revising this rate.

Lippert stated that outside 
of Greenbelt, charging fees are 
normally done through belong-
ing to an EV Charging Network, 
using a card that links to a bank 
account or credit card. Some EV 
chargers also accept credit cards. 
He added, “Some of us from 
GreenACES, the Green Team, 

the Advisory Planning Board and 
Greenbelt residents have formed 
an EV Infrastructure Planning 
Group to develop recommenda-
tions for the city council to im-
prove and expand EV charging 
in Greenbelt.”

According to Robles, the loca-
tions for the stations were chosen 
because they offered “enough 
parking spots, closeness to major 
roads and access to electricity.”  
Future stations will likely be built 
around Roosevelt Center and at 
Buddy Attick Park.

This project was a joint effort 
of the Public Works and Planning 
Departments, as well as the city 
administration.

Charging stations and net-
works have become an ubiquitous 
presence worldwide as there are 
more than 7 million EVs on the 
road today. Smart phones now 
have apps that can direct drivers 
to charging locations within their 
vicinity.

The Sierra Club announced 
its opposition to the Baltimore-
Washington Maglev Project and 
will be endorsing the no-build 
option in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS), citing 
that any possible benefits are far 
outweighed by the fundamental 
inequity of the project, its ir-
reversible adverse impacts on 
protected public lands and its 
negative impacts on local trans-
portation services that already 
serve the corridor.

The Sierra Club supports high 
speed rail along the Northeast 
Corridor but opposes the maglev 
project for these reasons: 

• Inequities of the project. 
Those who would bear the bur-
den of the impacts from con-
struction and operation of this 
project would receive none of the 
benefits, since there are no stops 
along the route between Wash-
ington and Baltimore, other than 
at BWI airport. According to the 
DEIS, the communities that the 
train would cut across are nearly 
70 percent communities of color 
and approximately 13 percent 
low income. Approximately 80 
percent of the land parcels that 
would be impacted are located 
within Environmental Justice 
communities. Moreover, the cost 
of the ticket on the maglev train 
– an estimated $60 on average 
– would be greater than that on 
the MARC train ($8) or Amtrak 
($46), making it an option only 
for the wealthy and out of reach 
for most people.

• Endangering investments 

Sierra Club Announces
Opposition to Maglev

of public transit that already 
serve the corridor. Investment in 
this project by a private com-
pany would imperil much-needed 
repairs and upgrades for local 
public transit, the MARC and 
Amtrak trains that currently serve 
the corridor. While the Sierra 
Club supports intercity rapid rail 
as an alternative to automobile 
travel, there is not clear evidence 
that this segment would have a 
meaningful impact on car travel 
between Baltimore and Washing-
ton. According to the DEIS, ap-
proximately 32 percent of annual 
MARC ridership on the Penn and 
Camden Lines would divert to 
the maglev once it is operational. 

• Major environmental im-
pacts. The scale of the envi-
ronmental impacts on state and 
federal protected areas are signifi-
cant, especially the Patuxent Re-
search Refuge and the Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center, as 
well as National Park Service 
land along the Baltimore-Wash-
ington Parkway and the Green-
belt Forest Preserve. According 
to the DEIS, the project would 
increase net transportation energy 
consumption by approximately 
3 trillion Btus, equivalent to the 
energy to power around 88,900 
average homes for one year. The 
anticipated decrease in energy 
expenditure from the diversion 
of auto, bus and rail traffic to the 
maglev is not expected to offset 
the increase in energy consump-
tion.

Based on these concerns, the 
Sierra Club opposes the project 
as currently planned and endorses 
the no-build option.

Some Simple Steps
To Stop the Maglev

Are you wanting to take steps 
against the maglev but don’t 
know what to do and don’t have 
much time?  Join Simple Steps to 
Stop the Maglev.  Simple Steps, 
which can be accomplished in 
10 minutes or less (most of the 
time), are sent three to five days 
per week and it is optional to 
follow them.  Anyone wanting 
to join can contact Susan at 
suzanbwild@gmail.com.

Don't be a 
doormat! 

Be ON one.  
$15 gets you on 

thousands.
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

https://evadc.wildapricot.org/Ask
https://evadc.wildapricot.org/Ask
http://EVADC.org
http://EVADC.org
http://PlugStar.com
mailto:suzanbwild@gmail.com
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-742-0364

MAGLEV continued from page 1

from using any appropriation for 
a magnetic levitation transporta-
tion system.” The corresponding 
bill in the House of Delegates, 
HB63, was proposed by Williams.

Pinsky spoke against the mag-
lev project, stating, “It’s not for 
regular people: it’ll make life 
easier for the one percent. How 
does it make life easier in Prince 
George’s County? Not at all.” 
Pinsky denied that the project 
would create jobs. Wayne Rog-
ers, one of the leaders of North-
east Maglev, has claimed that 
the project would not require 
any state funding, so Pinsky’s 
proposed legislation would deny 
any state money from flowing 
toward the project. Although the 
legislation did not pass, Pinsky 
continued to urge the public to 
“keep the pressure on. It’s sim-
ply wrong. It does not serve the 
public.”

Williams urged the crowd to 
reach out to U.S. Representative 
Steny Hoyer, Senators Ben Car-
din and Chris Van Hollen, as well 
as U.S. Secretary of Transporta-
tion Pete Buttigieg, to support 
the no-build option. Williams 
stated, “We know that mass tran-
sit helps, but this project is not 
mass transit.” Compared to an $8 
MARC ticket or a $32 Amtrak 
ticket, “the $80 maglev ticket 
caters to the rich.” Whereas mass 
transit protects the environment, 
Williams asserted, the maglev 
project would harm the Patuxent 
Research Refuge, Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center (BARC) 
and Greenbelt Forest Preserve, 
natural areas traversed by the 
planned route.

Delegate Healey said, “We are 
up against powerful interests; we 
need to make sure that the people 
who are accountable to us remain 
accountable in regards to this 
train. It’s a boondoggle.”

“The Draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement [DEIS] is full 
of very serious mistakes,” Byrd 
argued. Byrd noted that the DEIS 
was released on January 15, and 
that Northeast Maglev only called 
the threat to the Spellman Over-
pass a “mistake” on April 30, 
after 105 days had passed. “One 
day later we hold this rally,” 
Byrd said. “What is the cred-
ibility of individuals who would 
sit on information like that, not 
saying anything” until the rally 
was announced on social media. 
Byrd argued, “If you care about 
the Patuxent refuge, this project 
is bad news. If you care about 
space this project is bad news” 
(because it threatens the local 
observatory in Northway Field). 
He went on to list impacts to 
BARC, the Forest Preserve, ball-
fields and recreation and Green-
belt as a historic location. “This 
project will be an eyesore,” Byrd 
argued. “Loud, and its vibrations 

would impact frame structures 
like the ones in Old Greenbelt 
and throughout the city, including 
Greenbriar and other neighbor-
hoods. Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School, the crown jewel of public 
education in the county, would be 
impacted.”

Pope noted that “our voices 
are heard by someone that’s pay-
ing attention, so we need to con-
tinue this momentum. We need to 
push and make sure we stop this 
project. Together we are strong, 
we can make noise. We have the 
support of so many delegates and 
state officials. The no-build op-
tion is our best option.”

The Spellman Overpass is 
a vital connection between the 
east and west parts of the city. 
The overpass allows Eleanor  
Roosevelt High School students 
to walk safely to their destina-
tion. Jordan, Davis and Williams 
all reside in the Greenbriar com-
munity in Greenbelt East, rely-
ing on the Spellman Overpass 
to travel to Old Greenbelt. Both 
Jordan and Davis spoke passion-
ately against the proposed maglev 
train. Davis in particular argued 
that it would be barely 14 feet 
underground as it passed under 
her building. Noise and vibrations 
from the train would undermine 
buildings and lower property val-
ues, she argued.

The overpass is named for 
Gladys Noon Spellman, who at-
tended high school and college 
in Washington, D.C., and became 
a Prince George’s County school 
teacher. She became active in 
county politics and was elected 
to the U.S. Congress representing 
Maryland’s 5th District.

Rally organizer Fletcher called 
the maglev a “billion-dollar boon-
doggle” which “will cost a billion 
dollars a minute for that 15 min-
utes from Washington to BWI.” 
Fletcher led the crowd in multi-
syllabic chants such as “cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions with 
maglev is science fiction.”

Environmental activists in-
cluding Paul Downs and Susan 
Barnett attended the rally, be-
cause the proposed path of the 
maglev would destroy at least a 
quarter of the Forest Preserve, 
an important tract of land pro-
tected by Greenbelt and vital to 
the city’s identity. Activists have 
fought for the Forest Preserve for 
decades. If maglev goes through, 
Davis argued, “there won’t be the 
Greenbelt that we know.” Barnett 
stated, “They said they can’t af-
ford this project if they can’t go 
through Patuxent, BARC and the 
wetlands; the cost savings for this 
project is going to be on the back 
of our environmental treasures.”

Citizen comments on the DEIS 
are open until Monday, May 
24 at bwmaglev.info/index.php/
project-documents/deis.

Participants in the rally to stop the maglev march toward the Spellman Overpass on Saturday, May 1.

Senator Paul Pinsky addresses the crowd at the rally.
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Rally participants stand on the Spellman Overpass with signs, which elicit honking from the cars 
passing below.
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BUDGET continued from page 1

Business
The News Review invites Greenbelt businesses to submit brief announce-
ments for the business column. Tell us about events such as new employees, 
anniversaries, awards won, new programs, and other newsworthy items. 
Send brief (40-50 words) items to editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com. 

Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

MCCARL
 DENTAL GROUP

www.McCarlDental.com

 
  INCLUDES DENTAL EXAM CLEANING AND X-RAYS

We Welcome New Patients!

Over 500 5-star reviews!

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, Dr. Richard Duarte, and Dr. David McCarl 
are licensed general dentists.

$55 NEW PATIENT discount

COVID Infection Control Certified

Check out these five things 
that Greenbelters can do to 
support small businesses dur-
ing Small Business Appreciation 
Week and beyond:

-Dine at a Greenbelt restau-
rant.

-Shop at the Greenbelt Co-
op Supermarket & Pharmacy or 
Greenbelt Farmers Market (Open-
ing Sunday, May 9). 

-Explore small businesses at 
Beltway Plaza, Greenway Center 
and Roosevelt Center.

City Suggests Five Ways
To Aid Local Small Businesses

-Enjoy a “self-care” day at a 
local hair salon, barbershop, nail 
salon, massage or wellness center. 

-Hire a local professional ser-
vice business (i.e. accountant, 
realtor, etc.) located at one of 
the professional office buildings 
located throughout Greenbelt.

-BONUS: Schedule your an-
nual check-ups and exams at one 
of Greenbelt’s local medical and 
healthcare practices!

Check out the Greenbelt Din-
ing & Shopping Guide!

21 this year, the site received 
88,641 views. 

Park rangers have been very 
active in their role as “ambas-
sadors,” said Varda, monitoring 
the city parks and educating the 
public and adding their support 
to other departments when need-
ed.  They have been helping to 
deal with the difficult-to-enforce 
problem of the use of fields by 
nonresident, unpermitted groups.  
Rangers have found good compli-
ance with mask wearing at city 
parks.  Mask wearing in public 
places continues to be the city 
mandate despite the recent lifting 
of the outdoor restriction by the 
governor, something councilmem-
bers felt to be confusing.  More 
rangers are likely to be added 
soon. 

The virtual Mom’s Morning 
Out Program has grown to in-
clude one participant from Africa 
and one from Mexico. 

Greenbelt Recreation assisted 
Public Works in Greenbelt’s suc-
cessful pursuit of the 2020 Mary-
land Sustainability Champion 
award. 

Recreation staff have adopted 
a staggered office schedule in 
keeping with Covid-19 social dis-
tancing.  Though there were cases 
amongst program participants, no 
staff were infected, largely due to 
safety protocols. 

Varda stressed the need to 
compensate and retain neces-
sary non-classified staff, recom-
mending creating a third-tier  
classification, as some employees 
provide skills requiring specific 

certifications.  This sentiment was 
echoed by Jake Chestnut, chair of 
the Park and Recreation Advisory 
Board.  

Varda said that the department 
is taking a detailed look at its 
organizational structure to make 
it as efficient as possible.  Some 
key vacancies remain open, such 
as assistant director of recreation 
facilities and operations, Commu-
nity Center coordinator, recreation 
program supervisor and office 
administrator. 

 The Aquatic & Fitness Cen-
ter continues to operate on an 
appointment-only basis, with an 
hour cleaning after each session.  
Varda was keen to move slowly, 
in order “to not have to retract.”  
Members have been offered re-
funds on unused time with the 
option of transferring the money 
to other recreation programs, with 
passes extended several times.  
Parks said that 90 percent of 
daily appointments are filled. 

Varda has made a priority of 
hiring new lifeguards, pointing 
out the shortage statewide.  Said 
Parks, four candidates are in the 
process of being hired with more 
being sought. 

The idea of changing park 
closing hours from 11 p.m. to 
dusk was debated, in conjunc-
tion with the idea of adding 
more lighting at night for safety.  
Councilmember Rodney Roberts 
advised no changes as it im-
pinged on the natural evening 
experience. 

Bringing food trucks to the 
city was discussed, with most 

of council in favor, as it draws 
people and commerce to the 
city, as long as the trucks are 
properly regulated, especially for 
food safety. 

The need for more public art 
in the city, a long-standing con-
cern, was expressed by council, 
with the hope that funding, staff 
availability and quality concepts 
can be garnered to finally make 
it a reality.  Greenbelt Metro 
Station has been another avenue 
proposed for public art. 

DeWald asserted that the res-
toration of the Lenore Thomas 
sculptures remains a priority, 
with a possible start date in May, 
pending state support. 

The enforcement of helmets at 
the skate park, strongly endorsed 
by Councilmember Leta Mach, 
has proven to be nearly impos-
sible, with Varda and Roberts 
advocating for a skate-at-your-
own-risk policy. 

The use of religious symbols 
at the Festival of Lights was 
brought up, with the prevailing 
sentiment being to make the 
event either religion-free or in-
clusive of all religions that have 
celebrations at that season. 

Chestnut advocated for fund-
ing of the Buddy Attick Park 
master plan to better assess its 
present usage and preserve its 
sustainability. 

Kristen Weaver, chair of the 
Greenbelt Station Activities Com-
mittee, expressed her desire to 
further partner with Greenbelt 
Recreation in bringing recreation 
programs to the community. 

Moms deserve love and atten-
tion and even a break from cook-
ing. Here are some ideas to make 
sure that you’re your mom’s 
favorite this Mother’s Day.

Plants and Flowers – Beautiful 
flowers in hanging baskets and 
in bouquets and sweet plants in 
decorative pots grown by local 
farmers.

Greeting Cards – Always a 
nice touch, but mail them soon, 
or better yet, hand-delivered cards 
made by local artists.

Breakfast or Brunch in Bed ˗˗ 
If you are a kid (or a partner to 
a mom with kids), how about a 
special surprise of being served 
a thoughtful meal in bed? Littler 
kids can totally handle mak-
ing toast and jam and a glass 
of juice. Older kids can make 
toaster waffles, avocado toast, 
Pillsbury cinnamon rolls or bis-
cuits and teens can totally rock 
pancakes or French toast. Moms 
would love breakfast in bed or 
brunch if you haven’t done it 
before.

Wine and Champagne ˗˗ How 
about a MOMmosa? Prosecco 
or champagne and some orange 
juice makes a nice light drink for 
mom. Or seltzer or Sprite/7Up 
with OJ makes a fun bubbly non-

From the Co-op: 

Treat Mom Right on her Day
by Jill Stevenson and Dan Gillotte

alcoholic treat.
Chocolate ˗˗ You can’t really 

go wrong with chocolate. Show 
mom you care about her and the 
people who grow the chocolate 
by seeking out Fair Trade choco-
late from such producers as Equal 
Exchange or Alter Eco. They 
both have delicious high-quality 
chocolate that also honors the 
people who make it.

Co-op has all the things you 
need for a lovely Mother’s Day 
and is also featuring a special 
dinner for mom ˗˗ penne pasta al-
fredo with kale and chicken. It is 
a pre-order-only meal for pickup 
between 4 to 6:30 p.m. Call the 
deli at 301-474-0522 by 1 p.m. 
on Sunday, May 9.

Pancake breakfast on Mother’s Day
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The May meeting of the 
Greenbelt Climate Action Net-
work (GCAN) will take place via 
Zoom on Wednesday, May 12 
from 7 to 9 p.m.  The Zoom link 
is available at chears.org/gcan.

Now that the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly has recessed until 
January 2022, GCAN is turning 
its attention to various national 
level campaigns. The inboxes are 
flooded every day with emails 
vying for attention and asking 
for support. Some of these are 
proposed legislation, while others 
are efforts “on the ground.”

The May meeting will con-
sider some of the following cam-
paigns to decide where to focus 
GCAN efforts:
• American Jobs Plan/Biden’s 

Climate Plan, which propos-
es a 50 percent reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
2035

• Clean Energy Standard: A pro-
posed amendment to the jobs 
plan that would increase the 
emissions reductions goal to 
80 percent by 2030 and 100 
percent by 2035

GCAN May Meeting Tackles 
Multiple Federal Level Issues

• THRIVE Agenda/Green New 
Deal Network

• Red, Black, & Green New 
Deal Network (Movement for 
Black Lives)

• Protect the Right to Organize 
(PRO) Act

• Build Back Fossil Free
• Enbridge Line 3 and Dakota 

Access Pipelines
• National Ban on Fracking
• Break Free from Plast ic  

Pollution
• Drop Incineration from the 

Clean Future Act
During the latter part of the 

meeting, Greenbelter Owen Kel-
ley will describe the impact that 
maglev operations would have on 
annual greenhouse gas emissions. 
The meeting will close with an 
overview of upcoming events (see 
chears.org/gcan/monthly-meetings/
upcoming-events/).

For more information, or to 
suggest events that should be 
added to the calendar, contact 
Lore Rosenthal,  Simplicity-
GroupsMD@gmail.com, 301-345-
2234 (landline, no text).

City Notes
Planning and Community De-

velopment permitted the Old 
Greenbelt Theatre expansion proj-
ect and met with CARES about 
violence prevention. Arts, Plan-
ning and Greenbelt Museum col-
laborated in designing signage for 
the Mother and Child statue. A 
vintage typewriter, donated to the 
Museum, will benefit children’s 
programming.  

Public Works assisted the 
FEMA vaccination effort, col-
lecting six large bags of recy-
clable material. Horticulture/Parks 
planted many trees, including a 
memorial tree replacement. Re-
fuse/Recycling collected 29.98 
tons of refuse and 11.57 tons of 
recyclables. Sustainability/Envi-
ronmental met with Maglev Task 
Force, Pollinator Circle, Zero 
Waste Circle and the Dora Ken-
nedy Green Club. Building Main-
tenance installed transformers for 
a kiln in the Community Center. 

At Greenbelt Middle School, 
Recreation staff promoted two 
new programs: SMART Girls and 
Passport to Manhood. The Com-
munity Center collected Bike to 
Work Day swag from sponsors. 
Arts presented a fully booked 
Artful Afternoon featuring sculp-
tural seed bombs. Park rangers 
responded to increased park use.

http://chears.org/gcan
http://chears.org/gcan/monthly-meetings/upcoming-events/
http://chears.org/gcan/monthly-meetings/upcoming-events/
mailto:SimplicityGroupsMD@gmail.com
mailto:SimplicityGroupsMD@gmail.com
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police. Dates and times are those when police 

were first contacted about incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   Call 1-866-411-TIPS.
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Home Invasion
April 24, 4:15 p.m., 440 Ridge 

Road. A man walked into the 
home of another person as that 
person’s roommate was walking 
in. The intruder robbed the resi-
dent at knifepoint and then fled 
on foot. Investigation revealed 
that this was not a random in-
cident and the investigation is 
ongoing.

Theft
April 23, 4:32 p.m., 7800 

block Lakecrest Drive. A black 
Mongoose bicycle was removed 
from an unsecured storage unit.

April 23, 8:19 p.m., 165 West-
way. A package was taken from 
the front stoop of a residence.

Fraud
April 23, 7:44 p.m., 15 Wood-

land Way. A woman placed sev-
eral letters containing checks in 
a mailbox in front of the Post 
Office in the 7600 block Ora 
Glen Drive on April 8. Unknown 
person(s) gained possession of 
them, altered the amounts and 
cashed them.

April 28, 12:41 p.m., 115 Cen-
terway. An unknown person(s) 
gained possession of a check 
deposited in the mailbox at 113 
Centerway on March 18 and at-
tempted to cash it.

Trespassing
April 23, 3:25 p.m., 147 West-

way. A 48-year-old resident was 
arrested and charged with tres-
passing and possession of phen-
cyclidine when officers responded 
to a report of a man who walked 
into a residence without permis-
sion. He was transported to the 
Department of Corrections for 
a hearing before a district court 
commissioner.

Burglary
April 21, 7:04 p.m., 5831 

Cherrywood Terrace. A woman 
heard someone banging on her 
front door and then saw the door 
was open and the lock assembly 
was damaged.

Vehicle Crime
Four tires and rims were taken 

from one vehicle at 9318 Edmon-
ston Road. A window was broken 
out at 9014 Edmonston Court.

Windows were broken at three 
locations to gain access to items 
inside. An in-dash radio was 
taken from the 6100 block Green-
belt Road, a handicap placard 
from 9012 Breezewood Terrace, 
and a purse from the 6000 block 
Greenbelt Road.

A red  Honda  XR650LM 
motorcycle with Virginia tags 

29091A was taken from 7509 
Mandan Road on April 22.

A silver 2017 Acura Legend 
with Maryland tags 4EG1448 was 
taken from 9220 Springhill Lane 
after being left unlocked with the 
key inside the ignition.

Multiple stolen vehicles were 
recovered. Three of those were 
found on Raynolds Street, S.E., a 
2005 Toyota Prius, a 2016 Toyota 
Tacoma pickup truck and a 2009 
Chrysler Town and Country van. 
The tags from the Chrysler, Texas 
90525X8, were not recovered.

A 2017 Toyota Sienna van 
reported stolen by Metropolitan 
Police was recovered at 9106 
Edmonston Court.

A 2018 Honda CRV reported 
stolen from 9102 Springhill Lane 
was recovered the same day by 
Stafford County (Virginia) Police 
at an undisclosed location.

A 2016 Toyota Camry stolen 
April 25 was recovered the same 
day in the 4500 block Quarles 
Street N.E.

A 2017 Dodge stolen April 14 
from 5913 Cherrywood Terrace 
was recovered April 24 in the 
2600 block Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Avenue, S.E. Four firearms 
in the trunk of the vehicle at the 
time of theft were also recovered.

A 2015 Kia Sedona stolen 
from 9104 Edmonston Court was 
recovered by Prince George’s 
County Police in the 5600 block 
Sheriff Road in Capitol Heights. 
The tags on the vehicle at the 
time of theft, Maryland tags 
7AG5032, were not recovered.

A 2015 BMW X5 reported 
stolen to the Prince George’s 
County Police Department was 
recovered at 22 Parkway.

A 2017 Acura Legend was 
taken from 9220 Springhill Lane 
while unlocked with the key 
inside.

Homicide
On Tuesday, May 4, at ap-

proximately 7:33 p.m., officers 
responded to the report of a 
shooting in the 9100 block of 
Springhill Lane. Officers located 
a man  suffering from apparent 
gunshot wounds. Despite life-
saving efforts by officers and fire 
department personnel, he was 
pronounced dead on the scene. 
Anyone with information about 
this incident is asked to contact 
the Greenbelt Police Department 
at 301-474-7200.

Angella Foster teaches her early dance class outside on Saturday, May 1.

Ukulele teacher and Artist-in-Residence Rachel Cross and her students put on a 
show with their ukuleles on the lawn of the Community Center on Sunday, May 2.

On May 2, Girl Scout Troop 23007 gathers on Ridge Road to bring sidewalk 
art, uplifting messages and inspirational quotes to the Greenbelt community. 
Knowing that it has been a difficult year, the girls decided in February to 
gather in the spring to provide bright, fun artwork to lift spirits and en-
courage everyone to stay strong.
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Outside in Greenbelt

Rainbow over 
Greenbelt
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

 Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

Family owned and operated
4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707  
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
  

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

  
                                            

Personal Injury, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, DUI, Business Law &
Incorporation, Estate Planning & Administration, and

G.H.I. Settlements

66330055  IIvvyy  LLaannee,,  SSuuiittee  440088,,  GGrreeeennbbeelltt,,  MMDD  2200777700
330011--222200--33111111

LAW OFFICES OF
PATRICK J. MCANDREW, LLC.

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each ad-

ditional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by  
6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op gro-
cery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15).  Deadline 
2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those needing 
clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with 
ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of 
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main 
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to  
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building). 

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Overpayments Policy
To properly account for 

overpayments too small to 
warrant refunding, effective 
March 25, 2021, the  News 
Review will accumulate over-
payments of less than $1.00 
and periodically contribute the 
funds to a registered charity.  
Once the office reopens, this 
policy will not apply to pay-
ments made in person.

HELP WANTED

BOOKKEEPERS – Beltsville, MD 
area. Utilize accounting software to 
record, store and analyze information. 
Verify financial data and maintain ac-
count records. Check order statements, 
bills and other financial documents for 
accurate data entry. Receive and record 
payments, ensuring mathematical ac-
curacy. Comply with government and 
company accounting procedures. Send 
res to: ERB Properties LLC, 10135 
Bacon Drive, Beltsville, MD 20705.

L I C E N S E D  R E A L  E S TAT E 
AGENT WANTED – Evenings and 
weekends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to 
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST, SHAMPOO HELP and nail 
tech. If you have a good following and 
remain employed with me for the term 
of one year, I will pay a $1,000 bonus 
at the end of the first year. Dominick’s 
in Greenbelt. 301-980-9200.

MERCHANDISE

FREE PLANTS – Day lilies and liriope. 
Bring shovel and box or bags. 6 Fayette, 
301-474-2219.

DOG KENNEL – 5’ x 10’ x 6’ soft 
roof, heavy duty $350. Call or text 
301-785-8385.

STAIR LIFTS – Never walk upstairs 
again! Buy new or certified pre-owned 
stair lifts at reduced prices. Installa-
tion, lifetime warranty and free service 
contract included. Call 301-448-5254.

SERVICES

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

FOUR WAYS to have a maintenance-
free yard; 1) Pour a generous amount 
of gasoline over yard, strike a match 
and then run, 2) Install a skating rink 
in front yard and a swimming pool in 
back, 3) Cover every inch of ground 
with Astroturf, 4) Call Dennis at Lawn 
& Order! Please remember to stay safe. 
(Crew is 100% vaccinated.)

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area. Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered. 
Local references and free estimates 
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884.

PROFESSIONAL PLUMBER to in-
stall, replace, repair, or upgrade your 
present plumbing fixtures. Free esti-
mates. No extra charge for weekend or 
evening service. Call David Jarvis @ 
240-470-5450. Save this ad for a 10% 
discount on future plumbing service.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE EN-
GINEERING, LLC – Plumbing, elec-
trical, painting, drywall, leaf removal, 
landscape design, flower beds, bucket 
truck services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com 
301-318-5472. Insured. Visa, Master-
card, Discover.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serv-
ing Greenbelt for over 30 years. 
Interior painting. Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

LAWN MAINTENANCE and power 
washing service. Reasonable rates. Call 
240-391-8615.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a pro-
fessional Animal Care Specialist. All 
types of animals! Insured! Reasonable 
rates! References available. Patti, 301-
910-0050.

GREENBELT YARDMAN – By the 
job or by the hour call John 240-605-
0985.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEANING – 
Cleaning your home like my own, at 
reasonable prices. References available 
in Greenbelt. Ten years’ professional 
experience. Angela Lazo1@hotmail.
com or 240-645-5140.

DAVE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE – 
Drywall work, painting interior/exte-
rior, light construction, trim work, deck 
and shed repairs, cleaning and sealing. 
443-404-0449.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies, 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD.  
H 240-295-3994, C 703-216-7293.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL 
– Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured - free estimates. Accept credit 
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

REFINISHING AND INSTALLING 
hardwood floors - kitchen and baths 
remodeling, painting and drywall/
plaster… Price structures that fit any 
budget. Call today for free estimate… 
Licensed… Insured… 301-844-8897.

YARD/MOVING SALES

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
– VFW Post 8950 presents: The Com-
munity Flea Market at 9800 Good Luck 
Rd., Lanham, Md. 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
301-873-0663.

http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:Lazo1@hotmail.com
mailto:Lazo1@hotmail.com
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GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Realty 1, Inc. 
Our 33rd Year in Greenbelt 

330011  998822--00004444       
R1MD.com 

Linda Ivy 301-675-0585 
Mark Riley 301-792-3638 

H. Dwayne Taylor - 301-323-8384 
 

Leonard Wallace - Broker            
301-675-9036 

The Leader in 
Greenbelt Real Estate 

 

Remodeled Rambler 4 BR, 3 Bath 
home - new appliances, countertops, 
cabinets & more.  Walk-out finished 
basement with full bath & bedroom. 
Addition With Full Bath Downstairs 
2 BR GHI townhome with large family 
room/bedroom on main level.  Com-
pletely remodeled - opened kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Living  55+Community 2Br 
2Ba condo w/fireplace & more! Remod-
eled w/new kitchen, modern baths, 
sunlit enclosed patio, new carpt & paint. 
Cape Cod Home  Investors - priced to 
sell!  3BR, 1 1/2 BA home with large 
fenced yard & 2 sheds.  Sep. dining 
rm., br & full bath on mn. lev. $208,900 
Estate Sale GHI 2 Bedroom townhome 
with hardwood floors, opened kitchen & 
breakfast bar.  Large fenced backyard 
opens onto protected woodlands. 
Brick Townhome with Addition Full 
bath on main level.  Remodeled kitchen 
& bath.  Central A/C, refinished hard-
wood flrs., shaded & fenced backyard. 
Large floorplan w/addition Half bath 
on main level.  Masonry townhome w/
fenced backard & brick patio.  Zoned 
HVAC system, 11’ x 17’ master br. 
Cape Cod SFH 3br 2 1/2ba home with 
rem. Kitchen, above-ground pool & 
wrap-around deck.  Finished basement 
with family room and office space. 
Townhome with 2 additions 2 bed-
room GHI home on fenced, corner lot.  
Large family room addition in back, 
extra storage in front.  Central HVAC. 
4 Bedroom 3 Level Townhome Mas-
ter bedroom & full bath on main level.  
Opened remodeled kitchen, fireplace in 
lr.  Backs to protected woodlands. 
Charlestowne Village Single-level 1-
br condo in Greenbelt - no stairs!  Par-
quet flooring throughout.  Remodeled 
kit. With S/S appliances.  $149,900 
Addition - Backs to Woodlands 
Completely remodeled throughout; half 
bath on main level.  Zoned HVAC sys-
tem.  Fenced yard, shed & raised deck. 
Brick Townhome 2 Bedroom GHI 
townhome remodeled throughout.  
Modern kitchen with s/s dishwasher.  
Hardwood both levels.  $169,900 
Upper Level One Bedroom GHI home 
with full-sized washer and dryer in 
separate laundry room.  Refinished 
hardwood flooring throughout.  Nice! 
2 BR Townhome Remodeled GHI 
home w/ new carpet fresh paint & ce-
ramic bath.  Priced to sell at $124,900 
Full Attached Inlaw apartment 5 BR, 
4 Bath home with lots of space.  Eleva-
tor to bedroom level; no stairs!  2 Full 
kitchens, generator, fireplace & more. 

Need to reach us right away?  
Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 8888000000 on 
your cell phone and get an in-
stant response!  We can show 
you any listing in Greenbelt.   

Scan here with your  
cell phone and go 
directly to our web-
site!  Search all of 
the MLS and more. 

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

Your Greenbelt Specialists 
In Roosevelt Center 

SOLDSOLD  

Sports

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

know, they just find other ways to 
encourage each other in a spread-
out way,” Hebert said. 

As a coach, Hebert has been 
trying to keep the game the same 
for the players. 

Laura Shepherd has a child on 
a coach/machine pitch team and 
says that her 7-year-old struggles 
with the mask but is motivated 
because of the love of the game. 

“I think he’s just driven by 
his passion for baseball to deal 
with all the other restrictions but 
of course he’d love to be a little 
bit more normal with being able 
to share equipment and things,” 
Shepherd said. 

Hebert said that registration 
was slower this spring. He thinks 
that people are hesitant because 
it’s the first time parents are tak-
ing their children out in a year. 

“I think people have less going 
on than they did, but kids, par-
ents and families are in general 
excited to have a destination at 
the end of the day,” said Hebert. 

Shepherd said that she was 
excited to have baseball to help 
her son socialize more than in the 
past year. 

“It’s provided some social con-
text, and shared experience for 
the kids where they can work to-
gether as a team,” Shepherd said. 
“It’s provided all the things that 
they’ve been missing out on this 
past year and it’s just given them 
a way to grow together and grow 
in their social skills and they’re 
learning a lot about baseball too. 
I don’t think Covid has interfered 
with what being on a baseball 
team does.”

Melinda Thompson is a Uni-
versity of Maryland journalism 
student writing for the News Re-
view.

LITTLE LEAGUE continued from page 1

Little League starts with machine pitch games for the young members.

- Photos by Melinda Thompson

Get Your Bike
Ready for Riding

Got a bike that’s been sitting 
all winter and is in need of a 
little TLC? Need to brush up 
on riding skills? Local bicycling 
laws? How about the ways and 
means of fixing a flat?

The GHI Bicycle Committee 
and the Washington Area Bicy-
clists Association (WABA.org) 
teamed up on March 27 with a 
Zoom clinic covering those topics 
and more. Now it’s available for 
viewing as a 90-minute instruc-
tional video that will get rider 
and bike ready for spring riding. 
Catch it on Greenbelt Access 
Television, locally on cable TV 
(Verizon 19 and Comcast 77), or 
on GreenbeltAccessTV.org.

Join the GHI Bicycle Com-
mittee to promote Pedal Power. 
Visit ghi.coop and click on the 
VOLUNTEER link. Meetings are 
every third Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
via Zoom. Questions? Contact 
jbelltower@yahoo.com.

Immigration Stories
Montpelier Arts Center, part 

of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation in Prince George’s 
County, is seeking original and 
unpublished submissions for All 
Our Various Voices, an anthology 
celebrating the rich diversity of 
personal or family stories of im-
migration. Stories can be in po-
etry or prose. Montpelier Poet-in-
Residence Dr. Karen Arnold will 
award prizes to be announced 
at the public reading in October 
2021. Cash awards will be given 
for first through third places and 
two honorable mentions.

GAFC Is Hiring
The Greenbelt Aquatic & Fit-

ness Center is posting job open-
ings.  These include lifeguards, 
pool managers, swimming in-
structors, water safety and water 
exercise instructors.  To learn 
more about these opportunities 
and other city positions, go to 
GreenbeltMD.gov and navigate 
to Human Resources and then 
Current Job Openings.  These and 
other city positions are listed with 
information on pay and whether 
they are full- or part-time, perma-
nent or temporary.

A swallowtail butterfly lands on a lilac bush on Woodland Way.
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A small group of cicadas ap-
peared in Greenbelt in May, 
2017.  This one was seen climbing 
a wooden shed on Gardenway.  
By all accounts, Brood X in 2021 
will be a much larger group.
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LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

Drop us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com

http://WABA.org
http://GreenbeltAccessTV.org
mailto:jbelltower@yahoo.com
http://GreenbeltMD.gov
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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My friend Amy Hansen told 
me there had been a three-lake 
walk around Greenbelt years 
ago, and that it featured the lake 
at Springhill Lake. I am embar-
rassed to say that although I 
have lived here for a total of 
eight years, albeit in two differ-
ent chunks, I neither knew there 
was a lake at Springhill Lake 
nor, worse yet, had the slightest 
bit of curiosity where Springhill 
Lake got its name if not from an 
actual lake. 

So, late Saturday night, when 
Dan said, “Wanna go for a walk 
tomorrow? Maybe we could go 
to Patuxent,” I had just the plan 
in mind. He sounded like he 
wasn’t awake which made it the 
perfect time for me to tell him 
all about it.

“Apparently there’s a three-
lake walk,” I said. 

“Okay,” said Dan. At least, 
I think he said okay. If he’d 
been awake he’d have said okay, 
which I explained to him when 
I woke him at six-thirty Sunday 
morning to embark on this new 
adventure with me.

After talking to Amy I did 
some research in the News Re-
view archives and found that 
as part of Greenbelt’s 75th an-
niversary, Greenbelt Recreation 
Department and the Greenbelt 
Volksmarchers organized a Three 
Lake Walk on April 21, 2012. 
(The HUG walk, which began 
in 2019, appears to have had 
similar ambitions, involving  
Spr inghi l l  Lake,  Greenbel t 
Lake and Schrom Hills.) The 
Three Lake Walk started at 
Schrom Hills Park and ended at  
Springhill Lake Recreation Center 
with water stops along the way 
and a shuttle bus to take walkers 
back after they finished to where 
they had started. I figured Dan 
and I could pretty much re-create 
that, except without the water or 
the shuttlebus. What could pos-
sibly go wrong?

Lake Number One
To start with, we decided to 

find the lake at Springhill Lake, 
now Franklin Park apartment 
complex. It was quite easy to 
find, actually, and I strongly sug-
gest you take a stroll over there 
and check it out if you aren’t al-
ready familiar with it. It’s a small 
retaining pond behind the Frank-
lin Park apartments leasing of-
fice, surrounded by a white fence 
and, when we were there, replete 
with ducks and a solitary Canada 
goose. From there, it was just a 
quick stroll to Cherrywood Lane 
and up the road to Ivy Lane. 

I had expected the walk from 
Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-
ter, where we parked, to Buddy 
Attick Park to be long and brutal 
but it frankly isn’t that bad. We 
cut down the walking/biking path 
at the end of Ivy Lane just before 
it meets Kenilworth, crossed at 
the light and then cut into Buddy 
Attick Park at the first crosswalk. 

Lake Number Two
We went clockwise around 

Greenbelt Lake from the play-
ground and, once we crossed 
the bridge at the forebay, headed 
over toward Roosevelt Center by 
taking the path between the ten-
nis courts and Braden Field. We 
had only walked 1.75 miles at 
this point and my optimism was 
clearly still well intact, because 
it was about here that I started 
planning how I would do the vir-
tual half-marathon I signed up for 
on June 16. I mean, I’d already 

Kyla’s Three-Four Lake Walk
by Kyla Hanington

successfully walked nearly two 
miles, walking 13.1 obviously 
would be no problem at all, I 
explained. But I did ask Dan to 
meet me with water. At this point 
in our walk, we were both begin-
ning to regret not having brought 
any. 

Dan and I headed up Garden-
way to my favorite shortcut in all 
the land, Spellman Overpass, and 
then turned right down Hanover 
Parkway.

Lake Number Three
I am not sure if this is con-

s idered one of  Greenbel t ’s 
lakes, but if we are counting  
Springhill Lake – and we should 
– we definitely should count this 
body of water at the intersection 
of Hanover Parkway and Ora 
Glen Drive. I have been by it a 
few times and it suffers from an 
overload of garbage, but it is a 
lovely sweet spot with a variety 
of birds and, thanks to LaWann 
Stribling organizing a litter pick-
up there recently, it is not as bad 
as it once was. I like to hope that 
the more people stroll by it, the 
more interesting it will be to all 
of us and the city collectively to 
keep it clean and lovely.

Lake Number Four
Heading down Hanover to 

Schrom Hills Park is where my 
enthusiasm began to waver. The 
staircase leading up to the park 
is without a banister, and I am 
too arthritic and out of shape to 
get up a cement staircase without 

use of one, so we decided to just 
keep walking until we got to the 
entrance of the park. And let me 
just tell you now – that was way 
farther than we thought it would 
be and by the time we found the 
driveway we were ready for the 
walk to be over.

But once we got into Schrom 
Hills, we took the freshly wood-
chipped path down to the lake 
where we saw baby Canada geese 
disguised as tennis balls and mist 
rising off the water. We took a 
moment to savor it all – the end 
of our four-lake walk on a bright, 
early Sunday morning.

We had also walked four-
and-a-half miles and had no way 
home. We reviewed our options. 
My choice was to collapse where 
we were and wait for bears to 
eat us but sometimes in marriage 
compromise is necessary and 
eventually, I agreed to just walk 
home.

For those keeping track, let 
me tell you that it was a further 
two miles for Dan and I to walk 
home from Schrom Hills Park, 
and my Fitbit wants you to know 
we walked a total of 6.58 miles 
in two hours and nine minutes. 
I spent the rest of the day lying 
on the couch in my pajamas and 
whining, so word to the wise:

You can definitely do the four-
lake walk and I hope that you do. 
Just carry some water with you 
and arrange for a ride at the far 
end. Call me. I’ll come get you.

Kyla Hanington and Dan Hamlin walk the lakes of Greenbelt.

Springhill Lake

- Photos by Kyla Hanington

Schrom Hills Park

Ora Glen

Greenbelt Lake
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John Henry Jones sits with his son, Nathan Jones, at the 
Beltsville Garden Club plant sale on Saturday, May 1. The 
sale usually takes place at High Point High School, but 
this year they moved to the center of Greenbelt, to the site 
usually occupied by the Farmers Market.
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