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Liggins Updates Council on Some
Options to Support Businesses

by Matthew Arbach

At a worksession on July 15
Greenbelt Economic Develop-
ment Coordinator Charise Liggins
updated the Greenbelt City Coun-
cil on the status of the city’s
economic challenges and strate-
gies as it contends with the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. She focused
on business recovery, offering
recommendations, along with a
proposed fund to provide capital
grants to struggling businesses.

When asked by Councilmem-
ber Emmett Jordan about the
current state of business, Liggins
replied that an exact summary
was difficult to provide as the
situation changes so frequently.
Her goal is seeking how to move
forward with businesses devas-
tated by the unexpected crisis.

Response to the pandemic has
been a mixed bag, with some
businesses able to pivot to new
approaches and being proactive
in their search for assistance and
response to outreach, while others
are not. Currently, Greenbelt has
2,570 businesses, making contact-
ing all a daunting task.

In their outreach efforts, staff
have used a mixture of phone,
video and online assistance, such
as a COVID-19 Resource for
Businesses on the city’s Econom-
ic Development website, which is
updated as new resources become
available.

Since last checking, Liggins
said that unemployment was at

See LIGGINS, page 8

GIVES Celebrates 25th Year
Helping Residents to Thrive

by Melissa Sites

GIVES founder Janet Jacobs-Parker celebrates at the GIVES

20th anniversary.

Greenbelt GIVES (Greenbelt
Intergenerational Volunteer Ex-
change Service) celebrated its
25th anniversary in June. GIVES
is a member organization where
volunteers help other members
who need a little help while liv-
ing independently in their own
homes.

“Unless they need us, they
don’t know about us,” said Carol
Drees, GIVES president since
June 2019. “Two hundred thirty
Greenbelters are currently mem-
bers. You don’t have to be active.
You have to be willing to help.
You can help by calling some-
body once in a while.”

GIVES volunteers might do
light housework, meal preparation
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or delivery, laundry, mending and
sewing, closet cleaning, gardening
or yard work, reading or tend-
ing to correspondence, computer
help, help with tax preparation,
rides to doctor visits or to the
grocery store, shopping, errands,
pet sitting or simple home re-
pairs. GIVES volunteers may
stop by for a friendly visit or call
each other regularly to check in
(telephone reassurance). GIVES
volunteers provide respite care to
allow family members to leave
the house when members can’t
be left alone. GIVES also encour-
ages members to take the AARP
safe driving course, a refresher

See GIVES, page 6

Greenbelt Police report the arrest of Darlan Josue Suarez Men-
jivar of Lanham on first degree murder and related charges in
the stabbing death of Travis Devon Melvin in the 6100 block of
Breezewood Drive on July 4. Menjivar is also charged with the
stabbing of another man on April 20 in the 5700 block of Cher-
rywood Lane. Menjivar remains in custody.

Give an Account for Eternity:

Put “Neighbor” in

the “Hood”

by René Sewell-Raysor

Este articulo estd disponible
en espanol en nuestra pagina
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

Thunderclouds loomed as the
Black Lives Matter/Stop the Vio-
lence March and Rally gathered
on the evening of Monday, July
20. Organizer Ric Gordon and
his cohort of activists, LaWann
Stribling, Carla Johns, Amanda
Jennings, Lucy Silver and Janna
Parker, were not deterred. Gor-
don opened with a poem from
Dr. Benjamin Mays, I Have Only
Just a Minute: “But it’s up to me
to use it. I must suffer if I lose
it. Give account if I abuse it ...
but eternity is in it.”

Gordon reminded the marchers
that in this moment, those who
had come on foot and on bicycles
in 90-plus degree weather were
giving an account for eternity.

As the marchers gathered,
messages emblazoned across T-
shirts reinforced the tenor of the
rally: Black Skin is not a Crime,
Black Lives Matter in Sign Lan-
guage, and the haunting picture
of a Greenbelt family whose fa-
ther was killed by violence.

The Black Lives March was
broadened to include stopping
the violence in Franklin Park.
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Silver, Amanda Jennings, Carla Johns, LaWann Stribling, Ric

Gordon and Mayor Byrd

Speaker after speaker reminded
the audience that Franklin Park is
a part of Greenbelt. Pastor Claude
Jennings of Impact Fellowship,
pointing to the crowd, said that

this is what neighborliness looks
like. “While those who do wrong
seem loud, those of us who are

See RALLY, page 6

Greenbelt Recreation Pulls Out
All the Stops on Summer Fun

by Matthew Arbach

Thanks to the Herculean ef-
forts of the city’s Recreation De-
partment, summer camps are up
and running, in a virtual setting
this time. Said Recreation Pro-
gram Supervisor Anne Oudemans,
“We did it,” calling this year’s
effort Summer Connect to dif-
ferentiate it from the normal fare.

She said that pairs of pre-
recorded presentations with online
interactive sessions are available
on a diverse range of subjects —
such as arts, cooking, dance and
fitness — offering “quantity, qual-
ity and flexibility” to participants.
Chris Cherry, Andrew Phelan
and newly hired Taylor Hardy

What Goes On

Monday, July 27

8 p.m. Worksession: Capital
Projects

Wednesday, July 29

8 p.m. Worksession: City
Manager’s Update

All meetings are virtual.
See the meetings calendar at
greenbeltmd.gov for agendas
and information on public
participation in these meetings.

are this year’s camp staff. Un-
fortunately, due to the pandemic,
all-day childcare, a normal part
of the summer program, had to
be omitted.

Recorded presentations are
added daily and remain available
for anyone to access. Students
familiar with the Google class-
room format can also enjoy live
Zoom interactions as well, cutting
back on large amounts of solitary
screen time.

Recreation staff have had to
be trained in this new, virtual
approach, an effort that was put
together quickly and implemented
throughout May and June in
order to meet the June 20 re-
opening deadline. What was usu-
ally a very interactive experience
for staff had to be transitioned to
a more independent one.

Camp Pine Tree is one of

See CAMPS, page 7

With the Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center closed, Christine
(back) and Emilia Loo find alternative ways to cool off.
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Letters to the Editor

In Praise of the Mayor

In these last several weeks, I
have been deeply moved by May-
or Colin Byrd’s unwavering com-
mitment to, and personification
of, compassionate understanding
and respect for all Greenbelters
and their sometimes disparate
views on very emotional and
highly personal life experiences.

Byrd vividly exemplifies the
epitome of leadership through
difficult times. He is deeply pas-
sionate about his beliefs and
he offers, but not demands ac-
ceptance of, these thoughts and
feelings that provide a window to
his essence.

I am awed, but not surprised,
by his sensitivity, humanity and
ability to listen, understand and
bring people together.

The substance of Byrd’s re-
marks and the effects of his own
life experiences need to be heard
and understood in the context of
life in Greenbelt.

I have watched Byrd grow
into a profound orator and pow-
erful witness to our Greenbelt
existence. His grace and posi-
tive demeanor when speaking to
residents of Greenbelt are greatly
needed and widely appreciated.

Byrd has challenged us with
a clear call to action. Instead
of seeing what happens next,
though, he has reminded us that
it is, in fact, we who must act
decisively and be the force that
determines what happens next.

He has recognized that it is
we, the residents of Greenbelt
and beyond, who must answer
that challenge and effect the
changes we want to see.

I am proud to call him Mayor,
but most of all he is an inspira-
tion.

I am writing this in gratitude
for who Mayor Byrd is and what
he does.

Michael Hartman

End Systemic Racism

What a huge disappointment
to have the evocative essay sub-
mitted by Patrick Gleason, gradu-
ate of Eleanor Roosevelt High
School and currently English
teacher at the same institution,
followed a few weeks later by
an all lives matter advertisement
supporting the police uncondi-
tionally.

It should not be so difficult
for brown and black members of
the community, whether or not
they are citizens or residents, to
make it known that there is more
than one Greenbelt, and the one
that greets them every day is
less forgiving than the one that
its white members encounter. An
unwillingness to understand that,
or to take action to prevent that
from happening, is what makes
Greenbelt great for a select few
of its community members.

Historically, Greenbelt was
exclusionary of non-whites from
the very first day that the fed-
eral government’s housing project
opened its doors to applications
for residency. That wasn’t in-
evitable because of the times — it
was federal pragmatism when
faced with strong local racism. A
nearly identical (in scope) federal
housing project, Yesler Terrace,
was built in Seattle in 1939,
and was completely integrated.
Decisions made generations ago
have shaped both communities,
and they couldn’t be more dif-
ferent today. The ways that the
Greenbelt community addresses

systemic racism now will shape it
and its residents for the future —
and I would like to see Greenbelt
take positive steps towards be-
coming the inclusive community
that signs at City Hall promoted
10 years ago.

Some thoughts are opinions,
and everyone is entitled to have
their own perspective. However,
when we live in a society, we
also agree to some ground rules,
such as stopping at red lights.
Some things people think are
opinions, or politics, are really
not up for discussion. Black lives
matter.

Leah Cohen

Thank You to Greenbelt

And the News Review

My mother, Dr. Virginia Wal-
cott Beauchamp, would have
been 100 years old just two
weeks ago, had she lived another
year to witness the love and trib-
utes from this community in her
honor in endowing a scholarship
in Women’s Studies in her name
at University of Maryland-Col-
lege Park.

One hundred years ago, just
as she was born, women finally
got the right to vote, so also in
my mother’s honor, because she
worked so hard throughout her
life in Maryland and nationally to
achieve equal rights for women,
I hope everyone, but particularly
all women 18 and older, will
register or update their current
address and vote on or before
(in early voting or vote-by-mail)
November 3, 2020. The presiden-
tial election will be just 100 days
away on this Sunday, July 26.

When I was about 16 in 1972,
I drove to the College Park cam-
pus to pick up my mother from
a meeting on women’s issues,
and she was still talking with Dr.
Maggi Bridwell, who was the
first woman (a doctor of medi-
cine) to head a major university
campus student health care center
in the U.S. — the only one in the
whole country at the time. Dr.
Bridwell said, “You know women
are different physiologically (we
have different body parts), dif-
ferent chemically (hormonally)
and different genetically (two X
chromosomes versus an X and a
Y for the men), yet all the phar-
maceutical companies never test
any drugs on women — only the
men — and then extrapolate that
they will somehow work on us
the same way! This isn’t even
scientifically valid!” That was
why my mother and several other
women set about to establish
studies in every discipline that
also included women. Women
are half the human race, but it
was just assumed that the data
would be the same! Precisely
because they began studying the
differences in the human genome
and including women in medical
studies, medicine has advanced
dramatically since then.

My father was deployed in
Vietnam and around the world,
such that although they were
married for 22 years, my parents
were only actually together about
11 of them. The rest of the time
she had to “soldier on” on the
home front raising three chil-
dren, which was also common
for many military and diplomatic
families. She was 57 when they
divorced in 1977, and she could
not get a credit card in her own
name despite holding a senior-
level role on the College Park

campus. My mother went to see
Gladys Noon Spellman, who was
then our Congresswoman. She
said, “You know, even though
I’m in Congress, I have to get
my husband Reuben to co-sign
for me!” Thus, in 1978 the
Equal Credit Bill got through
Congress with Congresswoman
Spellman sponsoring it so that
women could finally get a loan
in their own name. Women in
economics, women in politics,
women in history, women in any
scientific discipline — these are
all now part of the discipline
of women’s studies which my
mother helped pioneer, encourage,
build and recruit women to the
campus to teach.

Therefore, it falls to me to
say, “thank you so much,” on
behalf of my mother, Virginia
Beauchamp, and that of her fam-
ily, to the News Review staff, to
Mary Lou Williamson for spear-
heading the fundraiser and to
those members of the wonderful
Greenbelt community who gave
so generously to this ongoing
annual award, which will con-
tinue to grow now that it is fully
endowed.

Edith Beauchamp
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S_ervice Side or Garden S_ide?

| can’t wait for them to start social distancing on their own.
- B. Glee

Letters Policy

The News Review reserves the right not to publish any letter
submitted. Letters are considered accepted when published.

All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical ad-
dress and telephone number. Only the name will be published;
the News Review will consider withholding the
name upon request.

All letters are subject to editing for reasons of *':,"EV’F
space, libel, privacy, taste, copyright and clarity. e
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Se Habla Espaiiol

Vaya a nuestra pagina web
greenbeltnewsreview.com
para ver articulos en espaiol.

See our website,
greenbeltnewsreview.com,
for articles in Spanish.

New Submission

Deadlines

The Greenbelt News Re-
view has revised its deadlines
in view of the impact of CO-
VID-19 on our operations. The
new deadlines are:

Display ads: Copy that is
not camera-ready — 2 p.m.
Monday

Display ads: Camera-ready
copy — 6 p.m. Tuesday

Classified ads: 6 p.m.
Tuesday

Letters to the editor
(which should be fewer than
300 words): 2 p.m. Tuesday

Stories under 700 words:
2 p.m. Tuesday

Stories over 700 words:
2 p.m. Monday

Photos: 2 p.m. Tuesday

Community events:
2 p.m. Tuesday
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Community Events

Meals on Wheels

Launches GoFundMe

Meals on Wheels of College
Park provides those in need in
Prince George’s County, includ-
ing Greenbelt, with a food deliv-
ery service. Since the pandemic
began, they have nearly doubled
their client base, straining their
resources. The organization is
now seeking community support
in order to expand.

On Sunday, Meals on Wheels
of College Park launched a
GoFundMe campaign to raise
$500,000 to support the purchase
of new kitchen appliances and
supplies to feed those affected by
COVID-19. Learn more or con-
tribute at charity.gofundme.com/o/
en/campaign/fund-us-to-feed-them.

Zoom to the Stars

The Astronomical Society of
Greenbelt will be holding an on-
line Zoom lecture on Thursday,
July 30 at 7:30 p.m. The speaker
will be Dr. Harold Williams of
Montgomery College. Williams
will present a lecture from his
Star Stories series. The story Fol-
low the Drinking Gourd explains
how Ursa Major, the Big Dipper,
was used by slaves to navigate
north to freedom.

The song and route used to
navigate the Tombigbee River is
sung and explained.

Email greenbeltastro@gmail.
com to get the Zoom link. The
link is also available from the
Astronomical Society’s home-
page, greenbeltastro.org. Look for
a link from the lecture announce-
ment near the bottom of the page.

Zoomon COVID-19

Effects on Seniors

Hyattsville Aging in Place
(HAP) and Helping Hands Uni-
versity Park (HHUP) are co-host-
ing a discussion of COVID-19
and how it affects seniors on
Saturday, August 8. Dr. Stephanie
Trifoglio, a geriatrician who has
practiced in the Greenbelt area
for decades, will look at the risks
of COVID-19 for seniors and
provide the latest information on
the virus. There will be time for
questions and answers during the
meeting. This is a Zoom confer-
ence that can be accessed by tele-
phone or online. The session will
open at 1:30 p.m. for chatting or
help, with the program starting
at 2 p.m.

Preregister for the session
by Friday, August 7 at 5 p.m.
To register, call 301-887-3101
(HAP office) or 301-892-6636
(HHUP office), or visit us-
02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZ0tceirrzwjHILOJKFkdSzyMWhE]
J3WA4IN.

Boxwood Scholarship

ApplicationsDue Soon

The Boxwood Village Civic
Association is seeking applicants
for its annual $500 scholarship
award to a resident of Boxwood
Village. It is available to gradu-
ating high school seniors and
full-time (at least 12 credit hours
per semester) undergraduate stu-
dents.

The application form should
be completed and returned by
Friday, July 31. For further in-
formation or to pick up an ap-
plication form, contact Robert
Goldberg-Strassler at 301-345-
8755 or spreadruak@gmail.com.

Draw, Paint, Stitch

And Zoom for Peace

On August 4, 1985, the 40th
anniversary of the bombing of
Hiroshima, more than 25,000 fab-
ric panels, held by about 15,000
people, were tied together form-
ing The Ribbon around the Pen-
tagon, White House and Capitol.
The theme was “What I cannot
bear to think of as lost forever
in a nuclear war.” Panels arrived
from all 50 states and many
countries. Greenbelt Community
Church collected and displayed
panels from Minnesota, hosted
a dinner and recruited lodgings
for Minnesotans participating in
the event.

Free rides were offered from
Greenbelt Suburban Bank to the
Capitol on the morning of the
celebration. (See archive.org/
details/GNR1985080101/page/nl.)

This year, on the 75th anniver-
sary of the first, and ever more
fearfully, possibly not the last
nuclear bombings, another Rib-
bon Celebration is planned. Due
to the pandemic it will be more
localized and online, but art-
ists and needleworkers are again
creating 18” x 36” panels to be
displayed in August. For more
information see facebook.com/
ribbonwashingtondc, peaceac-
tionmd.org/issues/nuclear-dis-
armament or youtube.com/
watch?v=c5FiK79mvYk.

Overeaters Meet
Overeaters Anonymous is con-
tinuing to hold its newcomer
introductory meeting by Zoom at
6:45 p.m. on the first and third
Monday of each month (Au-
gust 3 and 17) and their regular
Greenbelt meeting by Zoom or
phone at 7:30 p.m. every Mon-
day. Overeaters Anonymous is a
12-step program modelled after
Alcoholics Anonymous that pro-
vides help and recovery for those
troubled by overeating, undereat-
ing or other food-related behav-
iors. For more information, call
240-305-3433 or visit their D.C.
region website at oa-dcmetro.org.

Toastmasters Meet
Online Wednesdays

The Greenbelt Toastmasters
Club has gone virtual. Those
interested in improving com-
munication or leadership skills
are invited to join online or
by phone every first, third and
fifth Wednesday of the month
at 7:30 p.m. Find details for
joining remotely at greenbelt.
toastmastersclubs.org.

PGCMLS Offers
Online Programs

Virtual Learning with Live
Tutors offers the Summer Skills
Camp to keep elementary (grades
3 to 5), middle (grades 6 to 8)
and high school (grades 9 to 12)
students engaged over the sum-
mer. This service is provided for
free through the Prince George’s
County Memorial Library System
(PGCMLYS). The virtual camp
offers live tutoring, mini-lessons
and activities in math, science
and writing. A library card or
Prince George’s County Public
Schools LINK card number is re-
quired to access the virtual camp.

Along with the virtual Sum-
mer @ Your Library (S@YL)
events, the Brainfuse HelpNow
Summer Skills Camp will help
children avoid the so-called sum-
mer slide, when students lose
academic skills over the summer.

Children’s Author Series

Children’s author Antoine
Lunsford is collaborating on the
launch of a new virtual event
series called Antoine & Friends:
Local Children’s Author Series.
Every Friday this summer at 11
a.m., local children and families
will have the opportunity to hear
authors who live and work in the
community read their books. All
programs will be streamed live
on Crowdcast, YouTube, Face-
book and Twitter.

Storytelling with ASL

PGCMLS offers Storytelling
with ASL (American Sign Lan-
guage) on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
on Crowdcast. The virtual pro-
gram, recommended for ages 2 to
5, will continue for the duration
of the health emergency.

Live Virtual Events

PGCMLS continues a weekly
series of live virtual Summer @
Your Library (S@YL) events for
all ages. Tune in Wednesdays at
4 p.m. until August 26 for live
performances and educational
programs that highlight the 2020
S@YL theme of Imagine Your
Story. The 2019 World Series
Champion Washington Nationals
are generously making a wide
range of online content available
for Prince Georgians through S@
YL with the PGCMLS, including
story times with the World Series
Champs, reading activities in
English and Spanish and reading
recommendations for kids through
adults.

All PGCMLS virtual events
are free and open to the pub-
lic. The programs are streamed
on Crowdcast with select ad-
ditional streams on Facebook,
YouTube and Twitter. Register
for all events at pgcmls.info/
virtual-events.

A 0

News Review member Jeffrey Jones responds with
humor during an exchange regarding the correct
identification of a skink species.

PHOTO BY JEFFREY JONES
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City Food Scraps Composting

Program to Be

Starting Saturday, August 1,
Greenbelt will provide a new
food scraps drop-off program
for residents. Public Works is
partnering with Compost Crew, a
locally owned business in Rock-
ville, whose mission is to “pro-
tect the planet, reduce waste
and build community wealth.”
This initiative will decrease the
amount of compostable food
waste filling up the Prince
George’s County landfill while
improving local soil health. The
drop-off station will be located at
the Residential Recycling Center
located between the Public Works
building and Buddy Attick Park.
Residents will be able to drop off
a wide variety of compostable
materials including BPI-certified
compostable ware and bags, cof-
fee filters and even meat and
dairy products. This drop-off site
is not for yard waste, which Pub-
lic Works picks up on Fridays for
residents.

Food constitutes approximate-
ly 22 percent of solid waste in
America. Many landfills will
reach their permitted capacity
within the next 10 years. Com-
posting food scraps is an easy
and effective way to divert waste
from landfills. Food waste in
landfills slowly breaks down over
time through anaerobic (without
oxygen) processes that produce
harmful greenhouse gases such
as methane, a gas 80 times more
potent than carbon dioxide, con-
tributing to climate change.

gin August 1

Compost Crew will deliver
the food scraps from the drop-
off program to Prince George’s
Organics Composting Facility
(PGOCF). Gore Cover technol-
ogy regulates high temperatures
and oxygen levels to effectively
compost food scraps within 30
days. The end product is known
as LeafgroGOLD, a nutrient-rich
dark humus-like material that’s
an excellent soil amendment and
is sold to local farmers, landscap-
ers and residents to improve soil
health.

To participate in the Food
Scraps Drop-Off Program, email
the city’s environmental coordi-
nator, Kevin Carpenter-Driscoll,
at kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov
with name, phone number, home
address and the number of house-
hold occupants. The first 100
registrants will receive a com-
plimentary 5-gallon bucket and
a 1.3-gallon kitchen caddy to
collect food scraps. It’s not a re-
quirement to register for the pro-
gram to participate but strongly
recommended to help track its
overall success in decreasing the
waste stream heading to the local
landfill.

For more information visit
greenbeltmd.gov/government/
departments-con-t/public-works/
trash-recycling/food-scraps-drop-
off. For questions, contact Car-
penter-Driscoll at the email ad-
dress given above.

The Velociraptor of Greenbelt, according to ornithologist and
GNR Secretary Deanna Dawson, is a young Grackle. Scary!

PHOTO BY JERRY BONNELL
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Bam Democracy Now! « Repeat of Yesterday's Program
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SAT/SUN  Member Spotlight * GATe Community Producers
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Moir/Thriller « 1946 * Dilrectod by Orson Welles

5 pm Science Bowl PGCPS * Judge Wondy v Thomin Uong » indian Cussn v Mother lones

SAT/SUN  Member Spotlight * GATe Community Producens

6 pm Greenbelt Newsreel » or Sedections From the GATe Archive

7pm | Democracy Now! » Today's Program « independent News

8 pm GATe Classic Film * « The SERANZEr » Edward & Bobinaon « Lonetta Young
Moir/Thriller « 1946 # Directed by Orson Welles

10 pm | Democracy Now! = Today's Program = Independent News

11 pm  Greenbelt Newsreel = or Selections From the GATe Archive

12am  Greenbelt Newsreel = or Selections From the GATe Archive

WATCH US on VERIZON Fios 19 or COMCAST 77
STREAMING LIVE at www.greenbeltaccesstv.org/channel-live-stroam


http://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
http://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
mailto:greenbeltastro@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltastro@gmail.com
http://greenbeltastro.org
http://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/fund-us-to-feed-them
http://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/fund-us-to-feed-them
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://oa-dcmetro.org
http://archive.org/details/GNR1985080101/page/n1
http://archive.org/details/GNR1985080101/page/n1
http://facebook.com/
http://peaceactionmd.org/issues/nuclear-disarmament
http://peaceactionmd.org/issues/nuclear-disarmament
http://peaceactionmd.org/issues/nuclear-disarmament
http://youtube.com/watch?v=c5FiK79mvYk
http://youtube.com/watch?v=c5FiK79mvYk
http://toastmastersclubs.org
mailto:kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/public-works/trash-recycling/food-scraps-drop-off
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/public-works/trash-recycling/food-scraps-drop-off
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/public-works/trash-recycling/food-scraps-drop-off
http://greenbeltmd.gov/government/departments-con-t/public-works/trash-recycling/food-scraps-drop-off
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In Memoriam

Lucille Keyes (Part 2)

One experience with Lucille
that T will never forget was when
I just happened to enter Lucille’s
place and wrote her a note about
something I wanted her to know.
She let me use her key with the
hope that T would responsibly
lock her service-side door. Then
I was supposed to hand the key
back to her outside. Absentmind-
edly I left the key inside. This
made her mad because she really
needed time to prepare supper
for herself and her daughter, She-
rie. T told her that I was deeply
sorry about this situation. Then
I turned around and her next-
door neighbor said, “Don’t worry
about her.” He opened the door
with his extra key that belonged
to Lucille. I felt so relieved as |
picked up Lucille’s key on the
kitchen counter. Then I locked
the door. I was looking for her
outside.

I decided to challenge her. I
remember that she tended to help
a blind lady, who lived in the 3
Court of Gardenway, with finan-
cial statements. I went across the
road to knock on that neighbor’s
door. Another lady responded and
let me enter. She called Lucille
and Lucille was thrilled to see
I had the key. She wrote on a
piece of paper, “All is forgiven.”

ZCe

elght

We extend our sympathy to
the family and friends of Lori
Moran who died at age 90 on
July 18. She had lived in Green-
belt for 48 years.

Our condolences to the family
and many friends of Kathy Kerr
Perkinson, who died on July 10.

Condolences to the family of
longtime Greenbelter William
Shields, of Hillside Road, who
died in his sleep on July 15.

Share your accomplishments,
milestones and news in the Our
Neighbors column. Send details
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Obituaries

The News Review pub-
lishes obituaries of Greenbelt
residents, past or present.

You write it or we will if
you prefer.

A photograph and service
information should be includ-
ed. There is no charge.

Wenthip, with s at
Greenbelt Baptist
Church

Biblical
Confessional
Reformed
Gospel Centered

Join us OUTSIDE Sundays
at 10:00am/Wednesdays
(online) at 7:00pm
www.greenbeltbaptist.org
Instagram/Facebook/Youtube
<101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt MD>»
www.greenbelthaptist.org
301-474-4212
[E @GreenbeltBaptist

We hugged each other with our
good feelings!

Sometime in 2010 Lucille slid
all the way down her stairs, from
top to bottom. A few days later
someone called me to come see
her at her home. 1 was surprised
to see that a nurse was with her
and she had bandages on the
lower part of both legs. Luck-
ily, she looked fine and had no
broken bones. She wrote that she
counted 13 steps. She missed the
first step and her hand went up
the wall where there were some
pictures with glass frames. The
frames fell down and broke the
glass. Some pieces of glass cut
her legs.

Lucille was very loyal to
check my mail when I was on
vacation. My father, who lived
in Indiana, asked me to thank
Lucille for her kindness in do-
ing that.

She always honored her Amer-
ican flag with an automatic light
on outside on her garden side
lawn.

I enjoyed seeing her large col-
lection of many different colorful
turtles made of glass and ceramic
on three shelves at the corner of
her dining room. Her love for
turtles fascinated me.

She was a Redskins fan for
many years. Me too.

Almost daily she enjoyed
doing the word puzzles in the
Washington Post. It helped in
keeping her mind sharp.

Lastly, I usually swing on my
chair outside on my porch while
I am looking at her unit in 2
Court Gardenway. It reminds me
that I have had her as a certain
friend in my life. Now she is
resting in peace.

- Sara N. Johnston

Part 1 of this article can be
found in the June 25 issue, on

page 4.

Lori Moran

PHOTO COURTESY THE FAMILY

Lori Moran

Loraine (Lori) R. Moran died
on July 18, 2020. Born on April
21, 1930, she grew up in Al-
toona, Pa. She graduated from
Mercy Hospital School of Nurs-
ing in 1951. In 1952, she moved
to Washington, D.C., where she
worked at various hospitals and
related nursing fields as a regis-
tered nurse. Lori married Thom-
as Moran on May 1, 1965 and
raised two children. The family
lived in Boxwood Village for 48
years and Tom and Lori moved
to Hillhaven Assisted Living in
2016. Tom died in December,
2017.

Lori was an active member
of St. Hugh’s Catholic Church
including the Ladies of Charity,
Sodality and other parish groups.
She was very involved with the
Golden Age Club, serving as
travel chair for many years, and
also the Greenbelt Homemakers
Club.

Lori and Tom enjoyed travel-
ing after he retired. Lori was
known for her sense of humor
and loved to tell jokes.

She is survived by her son
David (Sara), daughter Kath-
leen (Efrain Betancourt) and two
granddaughters (Mikayla and
Natasha).

Obituaries

A funeral mass at St. Hugh’s
and interment at Gate of Heav-
en Cemetery occurred on July
23. Memorial donations may be
made to the Washington Retreat
House, 4000 Harewood Road
N.E., Washington, DC 20017.

Kathryn Kerr

Perkinson
™

PHOTO COURTESY THE FAMILY

Kathryn (Kathy) Kerr Perkin-
son of Greenbelt died peacefully
on Friday, July 10, 2020, follow-
ing a series of strokes that began
on June 11.

Kathy was born in Raleigh,
N.C., on May 7, 1948. Her
family moved to University Park
in 1950 and she remained a
Marylander the rest of her life.
Kathy relocated to Greenbelt in
1986 when she married her hus-
band, Don. Their only son, John,
was born in Greenbelt in 1988
and currently resides in Madrid,
Spain.

Kathy graduated from the Uni-
versity of Maryland in 1970 and
was a longtime federal employee,
most recently with the U.S. De-
partment of Education where she
worked as an editor until her
retirement in 2014. She was a
longtime member of St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church in College Park
until the family transferred mem-
bership to St. George’s Episcopal
Church Glenn Dale in 2011.

Kathy was an avid reader and
particularly enjoyed the works of
Thomas Merton, Thomas Keating
and St. Francis of Assisi. She
was active in many local prayer
groups, and dedicated much of
her time to volunteering and
helping a great number of people
with spiritual guidance as well
as with their struggles fighting
addiction.

Her death was the result of
a condition known as Cerebral
Amyloid Angiopathy (CAA).

In addition to her son and
husband, Kathy is survived by
one sister, Carolyn, and three
nephews, one niece and four
great-nephews.

Memorial contributions being
considered may be made in her
name to CAA Research Center’s
potentially life-saving work at:
“Massachusetts General Hospital
- Fund 028184” and mailing it to:
Massachusetts General Hospital,
Development Office, Attn: Eliza-
beth Barberio, 125 Nashua Street,
Suite 540, Boston, MA 02114.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church

40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt
Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
Find us on [ facebook.com/mowattumc

¢

301-474-9410
Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor
In person worship services cancelled for now.
Live streaming on our Facebook page @mowattumc.
10 a.m. Sunday mornings

&

The Bible Says...

And my God will supply all your needs
according to His riches in glory

in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Sunday Worship Services

MCFcc.org/online

10a-1Tla ONLINE

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE™

CATHOLIC CHURCH

RETURN TO PUBLIC CELEBRATION
With joy, we return to the public celebration of
Mass. Attendance is limited to 100 persons per ’
Mass, all (3 and up) must wear masks. All details "
available on our website. Mon-Fri 7:15am, Sat |-
9am; Sat vigil Spm; Sun Bam, 9:30am,11am

Confessions Saturday 3pm - 4pm

135 Crescent Rd,
www.sthughofgrenoble.org

b

Greenbelt Community Church

God is Still Speaking

7 UNITED CHURC
1)) OF CHRIST
i \]

Check us out on Facebook Live

this Sunday at 10:15 AM
https://www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD

1 Hillside Road

301-474-6171

Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff

Friday evening services at 8:00pm

Mishkan Torah Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family

Saturday morning services at 10:00am

All services and activities are currently virtual

For further information, call (301) 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

in the 21st century.

“We believe that the tribulations now encompass-
ing much of the world are the symptoms of human-
ity's failure to understand and embrace our essential
oneness. The interrelated threats of climate change,
gender discrimination, extreme wealth and poverty,

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi
Phone: 301-937-3666

(‘j Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

www.pbuuc.org

&

unfair distribution of resources, and the like, all stem from this

deficiency and can never be resolved if we do not awaken to

our dependence upon each other. The world has contracted to a

neighborhood, and it is important to appreciate that what we do in

America impacts not only our own country, but the entire planet.”

(from a statement of the U.S. Baha’i national administrative body -
see entire statement at www.greenbeltbahais.org)

Greenbelt Baha’i Community

1-800-22-UNITE 301-345-2918
Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com www.greenbeltbahais.org

July 26 10 a.m.
ARE WE QUILTBAG+ WELCOMING?

Minister Rev. Rachel Christensen and Reese Myrdon; with Worship Associate
Clark Ritz

Join Rev. Rachel and Reese Myrdon as they explore LGBTQIA+
stories at Paint Branch, in the community, and in the world.

[* http://wiktionary.org/wiki/QUILTBAG | ONLINE ONLY.
Streaming information at http://bit.lyv/PBAug2020



http://wiktionary.org/wiki/QUILTBAG
http://bit.ly/PBAug2020
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
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City Notes

Sustainability/Environmental
began the Food Scraps Drop-Off
composting program even as
refuse/recycling collected 31.95
tons of refuse and 13.45 tons of
recyclables. After a search, the
city has found a new paper recy-
cling contractor.

Recreation Department and
Old Greenbelt Theatre manage-
ment met to plan Moonlit Movies
— recently approved by council.
Kinder Camp and Camp Pine
Tree campers’ live and recorded
camp activities include science
experiments. Creative Kids, Cir-
cus Camp and Camp Encore
refine performance skills. Archery
returns in late July. Gradual
Recreation Department reopening
may involve outdoor classroom
spaces for some activities. Arts
staff are adapting (for online use)
a county-granted after-school arts
program for Springhill Lake El-
ementary students.

Therapeutic Recreation coordi-
nated with county and Recreation
staff to receive and deliver a
week’s worth of frozen meals for
37 home-bound seniors.

Park Rangers reminded visitors
of rules against personal grills
and unleashed dogs.

Greenbelt CARES Tiffany
Gibbs was host/keynote speaker
for an online discussion, Anti-
Racism in the EFT Room.

At the Library

Greenbelt Library curbside ser-
vice hours: Tuesday, 1 to 8 p.m.;
Wednesday through Friday, 1 to
6 p.m.; Saturday, 1 to 5 p.m. (by
appointment only).

Phase 1 of the library reopen-
ing plan began on Tuesday, July
21. During this phase, buildings
will remain closed to the public.
However, curbside service will
be provided for the pickup of up
to 25 held items per vehicle/visit
by scheduled appointment only.
Existing holds placed prior to
the library’s closure will be filled
first, with new hold requests now
being accepted via the Prince
George’s County Memorial Li-
brary System (PGCMLS) catalog
(catalog.pgemls.info/polaris) or
the new Telephone Reference ser-
vice at 240-455-5451. Individual
branch phone numbers will not
be available during this phase.
Upon notification of item(s)
availability, customers may book
appointments for pickup through
the PGCMLS website (pgcmls.
info) or the Telephone Reference
service.

The Greenbelt Library has five
curbside pickup spaces for use in
the parking lot by the lower level
entrance. To ensure the health
and safety of everyone, items
will be placed in vehicle trunks
(or back seats) in as much of a
contact-free manner as possible.
Pickup by those arriving on foot
or by bicycle is allowed, if indi-
cated when scheduling a pickup
time.

Book drops reopened on
July 9. Returned items will be
checked-in after a 72-hour quar-
antine period. Any items checked
out prior to the closure currently
have an extended due date of
September 1. To avoid poten-
tial contamination of materials,
staff may not accept returns by
hand. Customers must place all
returns directly in the outdoor
book drops.

Further information is avail-
able on the PGCMLS website at
pgemls.info/reopening.

The library is now fine-free:
all existing overdue fines have
been waived.

City Information & Events

' The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation. We celebrate all people. By sharing

together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

VIRTUAL MEETINGS FOR JULY 27-31

Monday, July 27 at 8pm, COUNCIL WORK SESSION

re: Capital Projects. Virtual meeting will be shown live on Ve-
rizon 21, Comcast 71 and 996, and streaming at www.green-
beltmd.gov/municipaltv

Tuesday, July 28 at 7:00pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
TREES (Virtual) On the Agenda: Discussion about the Eleanor
Roosevelt Memorial Tree dedication in October and Discussion about
the proposed Vegetation Management Plan for the Franklin Park area
of Greenbelt

Wednesday, July 29 at 8pm, CITY MANAGER UPDATE,
Virtual meeting will be shown live on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and
996, and streaming at www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv
Special/Closed Session — Personnel Matter and Legal Matters
after the City Manager Update. See notice below.

This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that
a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000. For information
on public participation for the virtual meetings above, visit
the meetings calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov.

GREENBELT
RECREATION
CELEBRATES PARK &
RECREATION MONTH

We Are Parks and Recreation!
~ Did you know there are almost
— 50 Recreation and Parks
- Departments across the State
of Maryland? Wherever your
travels take you in our great state, there are Recreation and
Parks professionals dedicated to providing a quality
experience. Get out there!

WE ARE

PARKS AND

OFFICIAL NOTICE

In accordance with Section 3-305(b)(1) and (7) of the General Pro-
visions Article of the Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of
Maryland, a closed session of the Greenbelt City Council will be held
on Wednesday, July 29th, 2020, immediately following the virtual
City Manager’s Update Work Session to: 1) discuss the appointment,
employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensa-
tion, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees,
employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; any
other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals;
2) to consult with legal counsel regarding outstanding legal matters.
The purpose of this meeting will be City Manager briefing on pending
personnel and legal issues.

*The public may attend the Work Session of the City Council immediately prior
to the closed session and observe the vote of Council to move into closed ses-
sion. Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

REGISTER NOW AND
CONNECT WITH YOUR CAMP
FRIENDS!

L (RETRERESRIR - Summer fun plans for youth ages 3
Our Summer Camp Plan through 17 years.

For the first time, anyone near or
far, can attend our summer camps!

Reach out to invite faraway
friends and family to join your
child for camp this summer!
Enrollment is ongoing.
Call 301-397-2200 for
more information.

www.greenbeltmd.gov/summerconnect

GREENBELT RECREATION

Summer Fun Activity Kits

e Join us on
Monday, July 27
10am-12noon
(or until they are gone)
Schrom Hills Park
6915 Hanover Pkwy.

Summer Fun Activity Kits will be provided free of charge
to Greenbelt
residents. Kits are designed for youth ages 3+ and are
filled with art supplies, sports equipment and more!
Please bring proof of Greenbelt Residency.

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups. There
are currently vacancies on:

*  Arts Advisory Board
Board of Elections
Forest Preserve Advisory Board
Public Safety Advisory Committee
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee
*  Youth Advisory Committee

For more information call 301- 474-8000

CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO ONE OF
THE CITY’S CHARITABLE FUNDS

The City of Greenbelt receives no portion of these funds nor does it
charge an administrative fee for processing the donations

GOOD SAMARITAN FUND TO ASSIST ST. HUGH’S FOOD
PANTRY: This fund is overseen by the Greenbelt Interfaith
Leadership Association (GILA). The St. Hugh Food Pantry will
also take food donations that are dropped outside of the church
office at 135 Crescent Road. Thank you so much for your help!

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND: Established to accept
and disburse donations received to assist Greenbelt residents
to pay rent to avoid possible eviction. Approximately a dozen in-
dividuals receive assistance from these funds each fiscal year.

Emergency Diaper Pick-Up

Need help with diapers? In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, The
Greenbelt Nursery Project is supporting needy Prince George's
county families by distributing diapers on Monday, August 10th,
2020.

Parents are required to bring state-issued photo ID, each child's birth
certificate, proof of Prince George's residency (mail from a federal,
state, or local government agency which display their name and
Prince George's county residential address).

No walk-ups accepted. Please register online at
https://forms.gle/sV89mpkbFGscQAHS9. Registration required. Time
and location given upon submitted registration.

Katherine Farzin
s Bilingual Community Outreach Coordinator
ﬁ_' Greenbelt Assistance in Living program
d City of Greenbelt, 25 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Office: (240) 542-2019

Donate online at www.greenbeltmd.gov/donations

Follow the City of Greenbelt on Facebook and on Twitter

Food Scraps Drop-Off
Program beginning
August 1st, 2020!

Food scraps normally fill up the land-

fill and slowly release greenhouse
gases. By partnering with Compost
Crew, Greenbelt residents will now
be able to bring excess food scraps
to the Recycling Center located in between Buddy Attick Park and
the Public Works Building at 555 Crescent Road.

The first 100 interested participants to
register for the program will receive a
complimentary kitchen caddy and
5 gallon bucket for food scraps!

To register please send an email to
Environmental Coordinator,
Kevin Carpenter-Driscoll:
kdriscoll@greenbeltmd.gov
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RALLY continued from page 1

about justice must be louder.”
He acknowledged the Greenbelt
Police Department, including
Chief Rick Bowers, standing with
the marchers and that “we must
march in unity, love and peace.”

Councilmember Emmett Jor-
dan followed and spoke of the
cultural, social and racial divi-
sions that have too long separated
us.

Mayor Colin Byrd showed up
“booted and suited” in the 99-de-
gree weather to challenge the
marchers to “take our community
back, block by block.” He called
the names of victims of violence
in Greenbelt and thanked the
Greenbelt Police Department for
securing arrests and offering some
sense of comfort and justice to
the families.

Byrd, reading from prepared
notes, reminded the crowd that
there is no single cause and no
single solution to crime. He cited
past attempts at quick solutions
from the broken window poli-
cies, where strict enforcement
became the mandate, to a focus
on gun control, to a focus on
fewer police officers and more
attention to mental health treat-
ment. He stressed that a jump to
an oversimplified cause of crime
is as errant as an oversimplified
solution. “The litany of causes
cited by experts as the root cause
of crime requires that the com-
munity’s response must be as var-
ied.” He reminded us that police
enforcement is only part of the
solution — that it cannot be the
only solution. “The people in this
community will determine how
much crime is in this community.
Excellence should be the stan-

dard. There may be obstacles, but
not excuses.” He concluded his
remarks by saying unity is not
uniformity. That a loving family
is not perfect, but a loving fam-
ily solves problems. He reminded
listeners that Franklin Park is re-
ferred to as the ‘hood and asked
the crowd “what is missing?”
“Neighbor” was the response.

“Neighbor,” he repeated. “This is
a neighborhood,” he ended.

As the threat of rain passed,
a slight breeze rustled the leaves
as the marchers headed down
the street chanting, No Justice,
No Peace; Black Lives Matter;
Unity, Love and Peace; and One
Greenbelt.

PHOTO BY RIC GORDON

Greenbelt Police Chief Rick Bowers and community organizer Ric
Gordon share a moment together during the rally.

GIVES continued from page 1

course that teaches research-based
safe driving strategies to drivers
over 50.

Telephone reassurance is an
excellent opportunity for anyone
who wants to know how they can
help. “We had an old lady who
lived alone,” Drees said. “She
was bored, she just missed seeing
people, so we had a member who
called her once a week on Mon-
day. She just wanted someone to
talk to. If you’re living alone and
you’re concerned that someone
might not notice if you don’t
show up, we can have someone
call you on a regular basis.”

“It’s not just Old Greenbelt,”
Drees added. “We’re getting
more into Franklin Park and Ha-
nover Parkway. We have people
at Schrom Hills and over by
Roosevelt. We try to incorporate
anybody in Greenbelt. Helping
each other is the Greenbelt way.”

In 1994, Janet Jacobs-Parker,
Pat Unger and Judith Davis were
inspired by Edgar Cahn’s book,
Time Dollars, to explore how us-
ing the idea of volunteer service
credit hours could help meet

the needs of aging or disabled
Greenbelters who wished to con-
tinue living independently in their
own homes. After establishing
a Project Design Committee,
working with the Cooperative
Caring Network of the United
Seniors Health Cooperative and
enlisting the help and support of
dozens of Greenbelt organizations
including the Golden Age Club,
faith groups and civic organiza-
tions, GIVES held its first annual

nization. To become a member,
you must fill out a participant
application. There are no fees.
For information about becom-
ing a GIVES volunteer or to re-
ceive assistance, send an email to
givesoffice@gmail.com or leave
a message at 301-507-6580. The
GIVES office, located in the
Community Center, is normally
staffed from 10 a.m. to noon and
from 1 to 3 p.m.

meeting on June 3,
1995.

GAIL, Green-
belt Assistance in
Living, is a pro-
gram staffed by
the City of Green-
belt. Together,
GIVES and GAIL
offer a wide range
of services to spe-
cial needs popu-
lations and those
wishing to age
in place in their
Greenbelt homes.

GIVES is a
membership orga-

A chalk representation of the Greenbelt
emblem decorates a sidewalk at the corner
of Gardenway and Ridge Roads.

PHOTO BY GLENN HARRIS

My Perspective

My Experience of Racism and
How I Got to Where I Am Now

by LaWann Stribling

Thank you, Greenbelt News
Review, for allowing the commu-
nity space to voice their opinions.

As an African American de-
scendant of chattel slavery, I have
experienced racism beginning at
the age of 9 in 1986. At that
time I didn’t understand why 1
was being treated that way. It
wasn’t until 1 got older, though
still a child, that I understood the
meaning of racism. It is difficult
for any child to be okay while
accepting mistreatment. For
some reason it was acceptable
in the private school I attended
in Bowie, because not only did
some students treat me that way
but the staff did as well. It was
then that I realized that my life
isn’t the same as someone of
Caucasian descent.

Racism was prevalent in all
areas of my life. In high school
I also experienced prejudice from
students that looked like me won-
dering why I spoke like a white
person and why I played soccer.
Due to family issues I ended up
being homeless at 17 years old.
This is when my journey began
to find who I am. Growing out
of my struggles to be a homeless
teen mom, I immersed myself in
reading about the Black Panther
Party of Self Defense, Assata
Shakur, Soledad Brother, Mal-
colm X and Sister Souljah. This
is when I began to understand
that racism, derived from slavery
and continuing to today, whether
in education, employment, credit,
banking or welfare, has somehow
become acceptable. As if every-
thing was okay.

I found myself having to reach
out for government assistance be-
cause I got denied for just about
every job I applied to, work I
needed to be able to take care
of myself and my son. It was
at that time that I decided to sell
weed and crack because no way
was | going to put myself out
in the streets for prostitution or
be a stripper. Even though life
was super depressing I refused
to go that low for myself. But
after seeing how crack is just
the devil, I decided I no longer
wanted to be a part of that scene
either. Nothing good came from
crack cocaine in our community
and I could not further degrade

my brothers and sisters by sell-
ing them that poison. It was easy
money but their lives mattered
more to me so I stuck to selling
weed for a while and this was
just to make ends meet and pro-
vide food for my son and myself.

I finally was hired through a
temporary agency and did many
temp jobs until I applied to an-
other company and they offered
me permanent part-time employ-
ment. That part-time job ended
up taking 30 hours a week, yet
the pay was decent and it was a
permanent position so I stayed.
After less than six months of
being there, the company felt I
was a great enough employee so
they offered me a full-time posi-
tion where I remained for seven
years. About six years in, the
supervisor that hired me retired
and the management at the office
expected me to do her job and
mine until they hired someone.
Then they expected me to train
my newly hired supervisor. Well
I laughed at that and took myself
out of work under the Family
and Medical Leave Act (FMLA)
due to work-related stress. Prior
to that leave as I was clean-
ing out my former supervisor’s
desk, I came across interview
and job description paperwork.
It was this time that I noticed 1
was being paid $7,000 less for
the position I held versus Cau-
casian employees at the other
local recruiting admin positions.
I decided to fight for this pay
via the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission. While
out on FMLA the employer sent
me notice that my pay would be
increased by $7,000.

I returned to work after a few
weeks on FMLA but life with
the new supervisor wasn’t good
because I was being constantly
micromanaged. Everything I did
I got written up. After a short
time, I had to take health-related
leave again. I was hospitalized
for two weeks then ended up
having a treatment-related blood
clot develop in my arm. During
this time my employer sent me
a letter saying I was creating a
burden for the department, while
I was lying in bed, fighting for

See RACISM, page 11
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FEED GREENBELT

for the following Wednesday & Saturday.

REQUEST A MEAL
DONATE A MEAL

MCFcc.org/FeedGreenbelt

Each $10 donation provides 1 reheatable meal to a Greenbelt resident in need. Meals are balanced
and delicious. They are made from whole foods and are free from chemicals and preservatives.

Meals are offered on Wednesdays and Saturdays for contactless pickup at The New Deal Cafe front
patio from 4:30pm-5pm. Free contactless delivery is available. The signup deadline is Sunday noon

Hosted by DC Vegan and MCF Community Church

Come it We're

OPEN

141 Centerway

301-474-4881

Maria’s Beauty Shop

We are open.

Greenbelt MD. 20770

Call us for your next hair appointment.

€=

s ©

I FREE

I Used walnut color
| upper and lower
I kitchen cabinets.
Lower cabinets
I include 90“ For-
mica butcher
block counter top.
b Call 301-580-0484
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Council Looks at Crime Spike,
Reopening, Senior Housing, More

by Cathie Meetre

After nearly four hours of
discussion, including on the city/
police collective bargaining agree-
ment (reported on in the July 16
issue), councilmembers realized
how much more business still
remained on the agenda as the
clock reached midnight at the
July 13 meeting.

Cultural Positives

Apparently, the prospect of
imminently turning into a pump-
kin wonderfully concentrated
the mind of council. In a good-
humored exchange after midnight
and over four hours into the
meeting, the Friends of Greenbelt
Theatre (FGT) were rapidly ap-
proved to offer Moonlit Movies
on Braden Field — with exten-
sive COVID-19 precautions in
place. After thanking Director
Dr. Caitlin McGrath for waiting
so patiently, council passed the
motion unanimously.

Earlier, City Manager Nicole
Ard also congratulated Museum
Director Megan Young of the
Greenbelt Museum, who had ecar-
lier announced that the museum
won a grant of $100,000 from
the Maryland Milestones Heritage
group.

Recreation Department

Equally affirming was a proc-
lamation that lauded the contribu-
tion of the Park and Recreation
program to Greenbelt, as part
of Park and Recreation Month.
Newly minted Recreation Di-
rector Greg Varda said that the
National Recreation and Parks
Association wants to highlight
the contributions of park and
recreation professionals in help-
ing communities weather the
pandemic. He described how
his department has supported the
community and, in the absence
of Community Center Manager
Di Quynn Reno, who couldn’t
attend, Therapeutic Recreation
Director Becky Sutfin recounted
how the department is celebrating
its staff in this month. Recre-
ation Coordinator Allison Long-
worth, of the Virtual Recreation
Center, said she was concerned
with learning, connecting and
then inspiring citizens to go out
and do something. Recreation
Coordinator Frank Jones de-
scribed how recreation staff were
prepping and distributing kits for
summer programs and described
how Bill Agbodjogbe, a rising
11th-grader living in Franklin
Park, is designing an art piece for
use as a mural, a poster or an il-
lustration. It embodies a collage
about recreation in the city.

Resident Lore Rosenthal re-
quested that the council use the
format of Zoom that allows visu-
als on all those at the meeting,
including the public, and council
agreed to consider that, with the
side note from Councilmember
Judith Davis that it needs to be
secure. Rosenthal assured coun-
cil that the Zoom bombing they
experienced earlier was unlikely
to be a problem as the result of
a number of updates to Zoom
security.

Violent Crime Spike

On a more somber note, City
Manager Nicole Ard introduced
Police Chief Rick Bowers who
commented on the two homi-
cides and other violence that
had occurred in the previous
week. Though it seems no two
incidents were related, there has
been a spike in violent crime
in the city. Bowers noted that

the police department has added
more patrols in Franklin Park
and Greenbelt East and is work-
ing with Franklin Park and the
IT group to relocate surveillance
cameras. He commended his
staff for their work during such a
taxing week. The department is
holding meetings with Franklin
Park to develop strategies but,
he noted, COVID-19 is causing
additional difficulties relating to
the risks of face-to-face contact.
There have been no recent inci-
dents in Greenbelt East, but Bow-
ers referenced concerns based on
incidents from last year. The
situation is exacerbated because
the department is below strength
due to resignations. Council
was interested in a more de-
tailed briefing on the crimes, but
were concerned to not expose
the investigations. (Note: an ar-
rest has since been made in one
homicide.)
Managed Lanes

Council was united in express-
ing strong opposition to the po-
tential managed lanes project that
involves the Beltway from the
Woodrow Wilson bridge through
Greenbelt and extending up Route
270. Councilmember Leta Mach
asked about the city’s participa-
tion in the planning, saying they
should encourage citizens to com-
ment on the proposal. Direc-
tor of Planning and Community
Development Terri Hruby has
provided information on how
to make comments (accepted
through October 8). Public com-
ment is invited at 495-270-p3.
com/your-participation/provide-
feedback. Councilmember Rod-
ney Roberts felt the city should
be filing legal action and noted
that he thought WSSC customers
would have to pay for the mov-
ing of the water line that runs
alongside the road to the tune of
“millions and millions of dollars.”

Greenbelt Armory

Roberts asked if there were
any updates on the transfer of
the Greenbelt Armory to the city.
Ard explained that the federal
government has consented to giv-
ing up their rights to the property
and will lease it (for $1) to allow
the city to take it over until the
transfer of deed is complete. The
city can thus secure the build-
ing from ongoing vandalism and
perform any needed construction.
Councilmember Edward Putens
urged the city to immediately
board up the building. Ard con-
firmed that the police department
is working on the security of the
armory.

Reopening Strategies

Pool: Councilmember Emmett
Jordan noted that county pools
have already been open for two
weeks and expressed concern that
the city was behind the curve.
Varda noted that the two sticking
points are completing lifeguard
training and finishing adaptations
to the buildings. Assistant Direc-
tor of Facilities Joe McNeal said
that the delay is all about safety,
pointing out that after reopening,
one Anne Arundel County pool
had to close back down due to
COVID-19 exposure. The city
hopes to reopen before the end of
July and will make an announce-
ment in due course. McNeal also
added that, although county pools
are open, participation is mar-
ginal — people are staying away

See COUNCIL, page 12

CAMPS continued from page 1

this year’s camp choices, run
by Phelan. The camp has four
activity areas. Culinary Creations
offers “kid friendly recipes,” said
Phelan, and instructions on pre-
paring a variety of food. Just
Craftin’ Around teaches arts and
crafts with household items. Let’s
Get Physical offers “a variety of
movement activities, including
yoga, sport-specific drills, running
tips, workouts and much more.”
Virtual Variety is a panoply of
opportunities, from crafts, physi-
cal activities and science explo-
rations to scavenger hunts. New
videos on all this are offered
every day along with three daily
Zoom sessions.

Seventeen campers registered
for the first session. Said Phelan,
“While we would love to have
more campers, this total allowed

us to maximize the participation
and interactions with our camp-
ers.”

For Phelan, the greatest chal-
lenge this year has been increas-
ing registrations. While cognizant
of each year’s changing circum-
stances and the impossibility of
meeting every family’s needs, he
said that he was grateful for the
campers who did sign up and that
his staff is “committed to pro-
viding this service to our camp
families.”

Phelan’s biggest surprise was
over the quick adaptation and
comfort level of campers in the
new virtual environment.” He
added that, “Our campers have
even shared technology tips with
staff on multiple occasions.”

“We have created a safe en-

vironment for this summer that
ensures our campers are able to
form or strengthen their bonds
with their fellow campers and
our camp staff,” said Phelan.

He was keen to extol the
indispensable efforts of his staff:
A.J. Sesay, Brittney Shue, Darius
Ross, Gaye Houchens, Taylor
Koebler, Frank Nduka, Kavon
Johnson, Khaleel Todd, Quinn
Valentich, Kennedy Kirksey and
Mikah Jones.

Oudemans is hopeful that next
year’s summer camps will be
back to a regular format. Yet she
is proud of and grateful to her
dedicated staff for their ability to
“make this year’s offerings hap-
pen,” adding that feedback from
families on this novel concept
“has been so positive.”

PHOTO COURTESY GREENBELT RECREATION

Campers make Bubble Art aided by Just Craftin’ Around Counselor Kennedy Kirksey (top left) and
Camp Managers Brittney Shue (top center) and A.J. Sesay (bottom left).

LISTEN to the
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan
Washington Ear
301-681-6636

No special equipment needed

MWNE

greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Send Us Your High Resolution Photos!

The News Review encourages readers to send in photos of
Greenbelt landmarks, activities and the changing seasons. Photos
should be at least 300 dpi, and must include the name of the pho-
tographer and a caption. The caption must name any identifiable
people in the photo, as well as explain the picture.

If you are sending photos from your phone,
please choose the option to send "actual size", or
upload the photos to your computer first and then g
email the photos at full size. Send photos to editor@ |

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Draft Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact

Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Relocation of Two Poultry
Quarantine Houses and the Wildlife Staff Office
Henry A. Wallace Beltsville Agricultural Research Center

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Research Service (ARS) has
prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze the potential impacts associated
with the proposed relocation of two poultry quarantine houses and the Wildlife Staff Of-
fice to alternate locations at the Henry A. Wallace Beltsville Agricultural Research Center
(BARC) located in Beltsville, Prince George’s County, Maryland. This notice announces
the availability of the EA for public review and comment. The EA was prepared in accor-
dance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, 40 CFR Parts 1500-
1508, and evaluates the potential impacts of the Proposed Action and No Action alterna-
tives. Under the Proposed Action alternative, BARC Building 434 would be renovated to
accommodate the functions of the two existing poultry quarantine houses, and a modular
building would be sited along Beaver Dam Road near BARC Building 513 to accom-
modate the Wildlife Staff Office. The EA is open for a 30-day public review from July
23, 2020 through August 22, 2020. An electronic copy of the draft EA and Finding of No
Significant Impact (FNSI) can be found on ARS’s website at: https://www.ars.usda.gov/
northeast-area/docs/draft-environmental-assessment/. Hard copies can be obtained by con-
tacting Ms. Chizo Irechukwu, Facilities Division, USDA-ARS, 10300 Baltimore Avenue,
Bldg 426 BARC-East, Room 108, Beltsville, MD 20705, or via email at chizo.irechukwu@)
usda.gov. Comments on the draft EA and FNSI should be submitted to Ms. Chizo Irechuk-
wu at the addresses listed above no later than 30 days from publication of this notice.

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Agriculture Research Services



https://www.ars.usda.gov/
mailto:chizo.irechukwu@usda.gov
mailto:chizo.irechukwu@usda.gov
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LIGGINS continued from page 1

4.1 percent. Greenway Center
and Beltway Plaza are open once
again, yet both suffer from store
closures and reduced traffic.

Councilmember Silke Pope
suggested revisiting the idea of
forming an economic develop-
ment advisory committee that
could aid in business outreach
and support. Councilmember Ju-
dith Davis furthered the idea by
suggesting two separate groups: a
chamber of commerce (or round
table, said Jordan) that would
allow communication among
businesses, and a citizen advisory
group that would largely assist
council. Liggins was amenable to
the ideas, having been thinking
along the same lines.

Inspired by the International
Economic Development Coun-
cil’s toolkit, Liggins laid out a
list of both short-term (6 to 12
months) and long-term (12 to
18 months) recommendations for
economic recovery. The short-
term recommendations include
continuity planning; technical
assistance; connecting to city,
county, state, federal and pri-
vate resources; a Greenbelt Im-
provement and Recovery Fund;
creation of a business advisory
board (as mentioned above); pro-
moting of local businesses; and
support for emerging businesses
and entrepreneurs. Long-term
recommendations include strategic
planning for disaster recovery; an
economic impact study; and de-
velopment and implementation of
a marketing strategy. Council was
grateful for this comprehensive
and useful game plan.

Liggins presented a memo-
randum outlining a proposed
Greenbelt Business Improve-
ment and Recovery Fund, in re-
sponse to council’s request. With
funds from a county CARES Act
grant, $300,000 would be ear-
marked and distributed in $5,000
grants, to help local nonprofit
and small businesses that have
been impacted by the pandemic,

Virtual Recreation

Greenbelt Recreation’s sum-
mer programs are online via the
Virtual Recreation Center. Go
to greenbeltmd.gov/recreation
to access a wide range of on-
line activities, including classes,
summer camps, video tutorials,
sing-alongs and more. Art activi-
ties can be accessed in the Visual
Arts section of the Virtual Recre-
ation Center.

Nobody
Knows
Your Name?

Yet!

$20 puts it here.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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€ ka w by Roosevelt
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HHMERS MARKE Center

Masks, distancing
required. Entry metered.
Greenbeltfarmersmarket.org

We accept/match SNAP

including sole proprietorships,
self-employed individuals, inde-
pendent contractors and coop-
erative businesses. Applications
would be reviewed by an inde-
pendent committee consisting of
one representative each from city
staff, a local financial institu-
tion, a local business person (not
eligible for the grant program)
and the Prince George’s County
Economic Development Corpora-
tion. Applications will require
the following information: W-9,
proof of business address, 2019
income statement or business tax
return, 2020 year-to-date income
statement and a completed busi-
ness recovery and reopening plan
that will outline use of funds for
reopening and future continuity,
as well as information on things
such as number of employees,
business industry and previous
requests for assistance.

Davis had a misgiving con-
cerning the $5,000 amount, feel-
ing that it was insufficient for any
substantial long-term aid and sug-
gested perhaps a range of awards
be allowed. Councilmember Rod-
ney Roberts countered that a truly
small business, say with fewer
than 100 employees, would find
the amount effective. Liggins
stated that keeping the amount to
$5,000 was important in terms of
administrative concerns.

Jordan posited the idea of per-
haps making the money a loan
if a business was in the position
to pay it back before a 6- or
12-month period, thus making
more funds available for distribu-
tion. Liggins was unsure if this
option is possible under funding
guidelines.

Yet, council was enthusiastic
about the proposal, and eager to
vote on it at their August meeting
and to have it up and running
by September, as long as the ap-
plication process was streamlined
and the selection equitable and
just.

N
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L !ilillul'l]ﬂ[

UGN AL

My Perspective

Connect City Shopping Centers
To Enhance Local Economics

by Konrad Herling

The city needs to explore hav-
ing its three shopping centers
work together, as each provides
services unique to their space.
This was recommended by the
city’s economic development co-
ordinator at the recent city coun-
cil worksession. Councilmembers
suggested having a round table
for local businesses and perhaps
one that connected the Greenbelt
public with the business com-
munity. The city could benefit
from the expertise of the Prince
George’s County Economic De-
velopment Corporation as part of
this effort as well.

Roosevelt Center

Advice is needed, again from
the County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, as to how to
address a center with multiple
stakeholders (the city, George
Christacos, the owner of the for-
mer medical building, the owner
of the barber shop building and
of the gas station.)

My suggestion is an overall
city entity to facilitate more ef-
fective marketing, which would
include conducting a marketing
study of Roosevelt Center — there
has not been one since 2000.
This entity could coordinate pro-
gramming and security, and en-
hance lighting and signage as rec-
ommended by the Arts Advisory
Board and recently adopted by
council. It might also work to-
ward purchasing the two original
buildings (aside from the movie
theater, already owned by the
city) from the Christacos family.
Further, continuing to work with
the State Highway Administra-
tion to secure improved signage
directing folks on Greenbelt Road
to the Roosevelt Center is also
important.

Greenway Center
This shopping center needs to

consider something that I request-
ed as a councilmember eight or
more years ago — providing for
access for a community shuttle
(as well as Metro and county
buses). Greenway points out that
it would require eliminating park-
ing spaces to accommodate such
access. However, the shopping
center could make up for that
loss with the additional folks who
do not drive, or do not wish to
drive if there is a viable alterna-
tive. This would also support the
Greenbelt principle of providing
viable alternatives to the automo-
bile and reducing carbon emis-
sions. Greenway Center should
help with the cost of a Greenbelt
shuttle, which would benefit folks
using infant care and hotel ser-
vices. Finally, Greenway needs
to more fully explore access via
bike as there is a growing com-
munity of people who use this
method of transportation, evident
even more clearly during the
pandemic.
Beltway Plaza

Given its proposed residential
expansion, Beltway Plaza should
similarly be part of paying for
a shuttle as it helps attract folks
who do not have or wish to use
a car. Having a shuttle, as well
as working with city, county and
state transportation planners to
create bike lane(s) and accessible
walkways, can help reduce ve-
hicular traffic on Route 193 — a
major concern raised at the Park
& Planning Commission meet-
ing a few months ago. The issue
becomes even more important
given the proposal for new hous-
ing. Again, a shuttle would help
address those concerns as well
as provide a link for residents of
that area to access the services at
Beltway Plaza plus a connection
to the historic section of town

and commercial services and
parks in Greenbelt East.

The idea of connecting the
shopping centers as well as rec-
reational and community services
throughout town without having
to use a car is a Greenbelt prin-
ciple and would reduce carbon
emissions.

Housing

Changes in housing policy
would have to ultimately be de-
cided by the county. But Green-
belt, given its founding prin-
ciples of affordability, should
seriously consider requesting that
the county apply mixed income
housing that integrates folks with
differing incomes. Montgomery
and Fairfax Counties have incor-
porated those principles. Council
and the city’s Planning & Com-
munity Development Department
proposed that idea several years
ago but the county council did
not approve of implementing the
approach.

We need to look at rent con-
trol which, again, other surround-
ing areas have implemented. Our
county’s per capita income is less
than surrounding jurisdictions,
thus the cost of rent and utilities
has a greater adverse impact on
renters. Perhaps property own-
ers could secure a tax benefit in
exchange.

We should explore the pos-
sibility of cooperative housing,
though it has proven difficult for
me to secure more information.
Co-ops can provide decent hous-
ing that is less expensive because
there are no shareholders de-
manding profits. This also could
possibly apply to the search for
affordable senior housing.

All three of these approaches
should be fully considered. The

See CONNECTIVITY, page 11

LOCAL CRAFT BREWS TAKE
CENTER STAGE AT YOUR CO-0P!

In Historic Roosevelt Center

DEMIZENS
HREWiHGEﬂ

Calvert Brewing Co.
Denizens Brewing Co.

Groove City

Jailbreak Brewing Co.

Manor Hill Brewing
Peabody Heights Brewery

Public Works Ale

Linion Craft Brewing

Your friends at the Co-op remind you to drink responsibly.

www.greenbelt.coop
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Police Blotter

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about incidents.

Homicide
On July 12, 9:54 p.m., of-
ficers responded to a report of
the sound of shots coming from
a residence in the 9000 block
of Breezewood Terrace. Officers
located the adult male victim
suffering from apparent gunshot
wounds. Despite lifesaving efforts
by officers the victim was pro-
nounced deceased on the scene.
He was identified as Keanu Alon-
nie Wright, 24, of Greenbelt.
Investigators developed a suspect
and obtained an arrest warrant
charging Anthony Alberto Redd,
20, of Greenbelt, with 1st Degree
Murder, 2nd Degree Murder,
Ist Degree Assault, 2nd Degree
Assault, Use of a Firearm in a
Crime of Violence and other re-
lated charges. The warrant was
served July 16 by the Prince
George’s County Police Regional
Investigations Division and Prince
George’s County Police WAVE
Team in District Heights. The
suspect was transported to the
Department of Corrections for a
hearing before a District Court
Commissioner. Investigation re-
vealed the suspect and victim
were engaged in a verbal alterca-
tion before the shooting.
Shooting
July 9, 3 p.m., officers re-
sponded to a report of a shooting
in the 5800 block of Cherrywood
Lane. Officers located the victim
suffering from an apparent gun-
shot wound to her upper body.
The victim was transported to
a local hospital for treatment of
non-life-threatening injuries. In-
vestigators developed a suspect
and obtained an arrest warrant
charging Antwaun Tony Lee,
29, of College Park, with First
Degree Assault. The suspect was
subsequently arrested by the
Prince George’s County Sheriff’s
Department and the Anne Arun-
del County Police Department
in Laurel and transported to the
Department of Corrections for a
hearing before a District Court
Commissioner.
Assault
On July 11, 10:25 p.m., in

the 5800 block of Cherrywood
Terrace, officers responded to a
report of the sound of gunshots.
Officers located a subject on the
ground, suffering facial trauma.
Witnesses observed four males,
no further description available,
running from the area, possibly
getting into a white vehicle and
fleeing the scene. The victim was
transported to a local hospital
for treatment. Investigation re-
vealed that gunshots were fired in
the area, but the victim was not
struck by any rounds.

Robbery

July 11, 12:07 a.m., in the
area of Cherrywood Terrace and
Breezewood Court, a robbery
was reported. The victim advised
that he was approached by three
to four males, no further descrip-
tion available, who pushed him
between two vehicles. Two of the
suspects produced handguns and
began punching and kicking the
victim. The suspects then took
the victim’s cell phone and some
of his clothing. The victim was
transported to a local hospital for
treatment. The suspects possibly
left the area in a blue 4-door
vehicle.

July 14, 9:15 a.m., in the
6000 block of Springhill Drive, a
strong-arm robbery was reported.
The victim advised that she was
walking down the street when she
was approached by the suspect,
who punched her in the face
and took her purse. The victim
refused medical treatment. The
suspect is described as a Black
male wearing light blue jeans, a
white T-shirt and a black mask.

Theft

On July 9, at 5:08 p.m., a
package was taken from the front
stoop of a residence in the 5900
block of Cherrywood Terrace.

July 15, 12:39 p.m. Unknown
person(s) took a passport from a
residence at 15 Parkway.

Vandalism

On July 9 at 4:39 p.m., un-
known person(s) used a tree
branch to break out the bedroom
window of a residence in the
9200 block of Springhill Lane.

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved
crimes reported in the blotter.
People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

Free Web Pages for
Greenbelt Groups!

— We’ll-create your page and add it to the
e Greenbelt Orgumzutaon Directory

1 [Creenbelt
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Vehicle Crime

On July 9, the driver’s side
window was broken and the driv-
er’s airbag was stolen from eight
different vehicles in the 9300
block of Edmonston Road, 5800
and 5900 blocks of Cherrywood
Terrace, 5800 block of Cherry-
wood Lane, and 6100 block of
Breezewood Court. In one case,
money was also taken from the
center console.

On July 10, on the 7200 block
of Hanover Parkway, rear win-
dows were broken out of four
different vehicles; in two cases
power tools were stolen.

That same day, rear windows
were broken on two vehicles in
the 9100 block of Edmonston
Road. Power tools were stolen
from one.

ArrestinFatal Stabbing
And Another Assault

In reference to the July 4 fatal
stabbing of 37-year-old Travis
Devon Melvin, which occurred in
the 6100 of Breezewood Drive,
Darlan Josue Suarez Menjivar,
22, of Lanham, has been arrested
and charged with Ist Degree
Murder, 2nd Degree Murder, 1st
Degree Assault, 2nd Degree As-
sault, Reckless Endangerment and
other related charges.

The suspect was arrested on
July 17 by the U.S. Marshals
Service in Frederick, after Green-
belt investigators obtained ar-
rest warrants. The suspect has
also been charged with 1st De-
gree Assault, 2nd Degree As-
sault and other related charges
related to the April 26 stabbing
of a 24-year-old male in the 5700
block of Cherrywood Lane. The
suspect has been transported to
the Department of Corrections for
a hearing before a District Court
Commissioner.

The Real Estate
Market is Opening
Up—at a Safe Social
Distance!

If you are thinking of selling
and feel safe doing so, this is
a great time. Right now we
have more buyers than
sellers. We are working with
several fully qualified buyers,
and there is a serious
shortage of inventory!

* Buyers, let’s talk by
about goal-setting and
connecting with the right
lender for preapproval.
This is your first step.

* Sellers: There is a
serious shorting of
houses for sale right
now in Greenbelt! Let’s
plan your best sales
strategy and get your
house show-ready. If
you need some help, we
have contractors ready
to work.

Be in touch!

Kim Kash

301-789-6294
kkash@caprikarealty.com
www.caprikarealty.com

Office: 410- 571 -4080 "::......

Social Security Still Supports
Clients During Pandemic

LaQuitta Moultrie, district
manager of the Greenbelt So-
cial Security Office, speaking
on behalf of the Social Security
Administration (SSA), said, “I
want to let you know that during
the current coronavirus pandemic,
SSA continues to provide help
to you and others in your com-
munity.”

While the offices are not pro-
viding service to walk-in visitors
due to COVID-19, SSA remains
committed to providing ongo-
ing benefits and vital services.
SSA remains ready and able to
help by phone with most Social
Security matters. Speak with a
representative by calling their
toll-free number 1-800-772-1213
or by calling the local office for
Greenbelt at 866-338-4115.

SSA also offers many se-
cure and convenient resources at
socialsecurity.gov. Those with a
“my Social Security” online ac-
count can:

* Apply for Retirement, Dis-

ability and Medicare benefits,

* Request a replacement Social
Security card (in most areas),

* Print a benefit verification
letter, change an address, tele-
phone or bank account informa-
tion and much more.

Although most business with
SSA can be done online, they
still provide help by phone. In
addition, if they cannot help a
client by phone or online, they
may be able to schedule an in-
person appointment.

Lastly, SSA also understands
that getting medical and other
documentation can be difficult
due to the pandemic. So, they
are continuing to extend certain
deadlines wherever possible.

“If you need help from SSA,
please don’t wait until they can
see you in person. Reach out
now and get the help you need,”
concluded Moultrie.

This information was provided
by the Social Security Adminis-
tration.

A hollyhock nods in the sunshine.

PHOTO BY HELENOR MESIAS

The Greenbelt News Review
Needs Your Help.

e Circulation Manager

Coordinates distribution of GNR within
the City of Greenbelt. Must be well-
organized, like working with youth and
able to complete a simple MS Excel
table. Weekly commitment is a mere 1
to 2 hours on average, usually leading up
to Thursday. Can be done from home.
Interactions involve email or phone
communication — no direct contact.

Would suit local college student, home-
based worker/parent or senior. Small
pay, big satisfaction.

Volunteers are eligible to receive
patronage dividends, which are not

equivalent to a wage

To apply or for more information, email
Editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com or

call 207-952-7555



http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
http://socialsecurity.gov
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HELP WANTED

SERVICES

FT CLEANER needed for a condo-
minium complex located in Greenbelt.
Benefits and competitive pay. Please
send resume via fax to 301-596-2082
or email to hr@cviinc.com. No calls
please.

SOMEONE NOT ALLERGIC to
poison ivy needed to help. Sue 301-
474-2219.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT
WANTED - Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please
send experience and availability to
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST, SHAMPOO HELP and nail
tech. If you have a good following and
remain employed with me for the term
of one year, I will pay a $1,000 bonus
at the end of the first year. Dominick’s
in Greenbelt. 301-980-9200.

DRIVER POSITION—PART-TIME
for Beltsville wholesale company.
$14.00/hr. Hours fluctuate within
Monday-Friday, daytime hours only.
Deliveries in the Washington metro-
politan area. NO CDL license required
for our 17’ box truck, the size of a small
U-Haul truck. Good driving record is a
must. Please do not apply if you need or
want full time. MUST be dependable.
MUST pass pre-employment drug test
and DOT exam. We pay for both 301-
937-4330.

FT MAINTENANCE WORKER.
Garden style condominium complex
in Greenbelt, MD, looking for an expe-
rienced building maintenance worker.
Skill sets to include drywall, plumbing
and electric work; central plant experi-
ence a plus but not required; ability to
lift 50 Ibs. or more; good oral commu-
nication and customer service skills;
ability to work overtime as needed;
on-call required; reliable transporta-
tion is required. Benefits available. Fax
your resume/references to HR Dept. at

301-596-2082 or email hr@cviinc.com.

NOTICES
BLACK LIVES MATTER

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS, A 12-
step support group for people with over
and under eating and other problems
with food. Meets Monday at 7:30. At-
tend by Zoom or phone. For info, call
240-305-3433.

Pet Care
Services

Long Work Days?
Travel Plans?
Mid-Day Dog Walking + Cat Care
+ and more.

301-260-(TAIL) 8245

info@maestrostail.com
www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com

IN APPRECIATION of the Greenbelt
community’s compliance with the
pandemic guidelines, Lawn & Order
is offering free snow removal for the
rest of the month. So before the next
July blizzard hits, call Lawn & Order
and remember to stay young and safe.
240-264-7638.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY -
Free estimates, fabric samples, local
business for over 30 years. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

COOLING AND HEATING — We
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt
Homes. Call Mike at H & C Heating
and Cooling, 301-953-2113. Licensed
and insured since 1969.

PATTI’S PETSITTING — By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist. All
types of animals! Insured! Reasonable
rates! References available. Patti,
301-910-0050.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL.
Complete clean out, garages, houses,
construction, debris, etc. Licensed &
insured — free estimates. Accept credit
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840

HOUSECLEANING - Over 20 years
in Greenbelt area! Week, bi-weekly,
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.
Local references and free estimates
available. Debbie, 301-523-9884

MISSY’S DECORATING - Serving
Greenbelt for over 30 years. Interior
painting, wall papering. Free estimates.
MHIC #26409. Insured. Call Missy,
301-345-7273.

DAVE’S PLUMBING SERVICE - Re-
pair/replace or remodel. Free estimates.
240-470-5450.

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed,
Small tree removal.
Shrubs and small trees trimmed and

pruned. New lawn seeding or sod.
Free Estimates

301-742-0364
We're Open

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION
— Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies
slides to DVD. LP records to CD. (H)
240-295-3994, (C) 703-216-7293.

PAINTING SERVICES: Interior/Ex-
terior painting. Drywall work; minor
repairs, including sheds, fences, decks,
additions. Over 20-years experience.
Please call 240-461-9056.

ANGELA’S HOUSE CLEAN-
ING — Cleaning your home like my
own, at reasonable prices. Refer-
ence available in Greenbelt. Ten
years professional experience.
Angelalazol @hotmail.com or 240-
645-5140.

DAVE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE —
Drywall work, painting interior/exte-
rior, light construction, trim work, deck
and shed repairs, cleaning and sealing.
443-404-0449

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC — Plumbing, electrical,
painting, drywall, LEAF REMOVAL,
landscape design, flower beds, bucket
truck services, stump grinding, pruning
trees & removal, pole lighting, power
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com.
301-318-5472. Insured. Visa, Master-
Card, Discover.

YARD SALES

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE Sat.
7/25/20 22 Ridge Rd. across from
Greenridge House 8 a.m. — 1 p.m. Too
many items to list. Early Birds Wel-
come. Rain date Sunday 7/26/20.

N
)

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER
Auto Repairs &
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY
GREENBELT, MD

301-474-8348

GASCH’S

Funeral (£))) Home, pA.

4739 Baltimore Avenue
Hyattsville, MD 20781

301-927-6100

www.gaschs.com

Z ncb

National Cooperative Bank

Vice President

NCB is dedicated to providing competitive fixed and
adjustable rate mortgages for residents of Greenbelt
Homes. For over 35 years, NCB has been a premier
leader in financing co-ops and condos nationwide.
Whether you are purchasing your first home,
refinancing an existing co-op loan or want to make
upgrades to your unit, make NCB your bank.

TEL (202) 349-7455

TOLL (866) 622-6446 x6012
EMAIL rgreer@ncb.coop

Apply Online: ncb.coop/rgreer

Family Owned and Operated

since 1858

Traditional Funerals
Memorial Services
Cremations

Flowers

Caskets, Vaults, Urns
Pre-Arrangements
Large on-site parking

RATES

CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words. 15¢ for each ad-
ditional word. Submit ad with payment to the News Review office by
6 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the Co-op gro-
cery store before 5 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent Rd., Suite
100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10 column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($15). Deadline
2 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those needing
clip art and/or borders. 6 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with
ad copy. Ads not considered accepted until published.

DROP ads and payments in the mail slot in the exterior door of
the News Review office. The door is located to the left of the main
entrance on the east side of the Community Center (side closest to
Roosevelt Center and the Municipal Building).

AD DESK: 301-474-4131 or ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT

SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS
CARPENTRY — DRYWALL — PAINTING
KITCHENS — BATHROOMS
SIDING — WINDOWS — DOORS - DECKS
LICENSED - INSURED — LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED
MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

Law Offices of David R. Cross

Located in Roosevelt Center
115 Centerway
301-474-5705

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

CROWLEY CONSTRUCTION,INC,

Commercial & Residential
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
NEW ROOFS # REROOFS # REPAIR ¢ MAINTENANCE
EMERGENCY REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 24/7
ASK ABOUT OUR OTHER SERVICES

SKYLIGHTS | GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS | S1DING | WINDOWS
CHIMNEYS | BRICK WORK | HARDSCAFING

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
(410) 643-3779 OR (301) 345-1349

www.crowleycoroofing.com
M.H.I.C License #90063

CENTER

£ >
Realty & Associates, Inc.
Greeabelt s Realty Expents!

Our homes are selling so quickly

that we’ve run out of Inventory!

Call us today and let us show you

why we were the top selling

brokerage in Greenbelt for 2019!

Richard Cantwell
Broker/Realtor

7829 Belle Point Drive
Greenbelt, MD 20770
Office: 301-441-1071
Cell: 410-790-5099
rich4realty@msn.com

Frances Fendlay 240-481-3851
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749
Valerie Pierce: 301-802-4336
Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233
Christina Doss: 410-365-6769
Sean Rooney: 410-507-3337
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CONNECTIVITY

continued from page 8

RACISM continued from page 6

fact that some of these ideas have
been proposed to the county be-
fore and not taken hold does not
mean we should give up.
Connecting the Town

In addition to the shuttle con-
necting our shopping centers
(with stops at other primary sites
such as the library and museum,
Springhill Lake Community Cen-
ter and Schrom Hills Park), we
should consider building more
overpasses and underpasses. This
was a goal adopted by the city
council in 1979.

Some may conclude that this
doesn’t have anything to do with
the city’s economic development.
However, applying the original
town principle of underpasses,
as built in the 1930s, and the
Gladys Noon Spellman Overpass
that connected Greenbelt East
and the core of Greenbelt in the
1980s, can be a marketing tool
for businesses and homeowners,
current and future. Being able to
safely access different parts of
town creates more opportunities
for walking and biking, which
have become increasingly popu-
lar. Further, carbon emissions are
reduced if fewer folks are using
their cars to access parks, shop-
ping, religious sites, etc.

We could apply the principles
learned from the Spellman over-
pass that include excellent light-
ing and consider new approaches
such as providing for artwork and
music on the overpass. Make it a
place for safe and easy access for
bicyclists and pedestrians.

A number of people have ex-
pressed concern regarding the
lack of safe walking or biking at
the Southway/193 intersection. An
overpass there is worth consider-
ing. Additionally, we are overdue
on how we can connect, via an
overpass from central Greenbelt,
perhaps via the Golden Triangle,
to Franklin Park. This specific

idea was proposed as a city goal
in 1979 as well.

Clearly, there are challenges. It
would require securing architec-
tural design work from neighbor-
ing universities, coordination with
our departments, advisory boards
and, in the case of a Franklin
Park connection, working directly
with the Franklin Park Com-
munity Association. Obviously,
this translates to a process that
will be lengthy but nonetheless
worthwhile.

The county needs to establish
a process where development
proposals are presented to the
communities immediately affected
by them. Further, it needs to
reach out and involve folks from
that area and the city as a whole,
including folks in the arts, recre-
ational and environmental com-
munities. Developers can learn
from those people and improve
their proposals. Folks affected di-
rectly by such developments will
at least have a say about change
that impacts their lives.

A final development approach
to consider: given that Greenbelt
has the highest office vacancy
rate of all municipalities in our
county, the city and county could
explore making use of the Green
Tax Incentive program where
businesses can secure tax ben-
efits for attracting environmental
businesses to help fill the empty
offices.

These proposals will take time,
though some of them can be
done more quickly than others
as funding, design work, com-
munity input and the input of
the business community is much
more easily said than done. But
together, the “City of the Future,”
as Greenbelt was declared in the
film The City in 1939, can be
One Greenbelt and truly reflect
those goals in 2020 and beyond.

A juvemle ﬁve-lmed skink shows off its magnlﬁcent tail strlpes
near the Lake.

MDE

Maryland Department
of the Environment

A complete service

routine repairs that

" Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc. .

159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582 Let's (:lear The Air

www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.
Master Certified Technicians

perform all service requirements that your
manufacturer recommends to comply with
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs! Also,

operating safely and reliably.

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians,
Insurance Claims Welcome.
[ | Free estimates, please call for appointment [ |

3/-~

facility equipped to

keep your vehicles

my life and the life of my un-
born child. I returned to work
after seven or eight weeks of
leave, but the harassment began
again and then lies from Human
Resources. Ultimately, I was
released from employment with
severance pay and the opportu-
nity to file for unemployment
benefits. This all happened in
November 2007, just before the
recession of my lifetime.

I decided enough was enough
for me and if I am going to
struggle, I will struggle working
for myself. 1 attended school
to begin my career as a home
daycare provider and I’ve been
working for myself since then.
The systematic racism and op-
pression have been a constant
throughout my life. I have been
denied credit applications for
vehicles and apartments because
I didn’t have any credit estab-
lished. The only way I finally
established credit was because
an auto dealership had to ap-
prove credit for me due to an
error they made while running
my credit scores. I was 30 years
old before I bought my first
car paying a whopping interest
rate of 27 percent. I refinanced
at my credit union six months
afterwards at 9 percent. The
problems didn’t end there. At the
time I was attempting to move
further up the road to Greenbelt
so my son could attend the bet-
ter neighborhood school, yet
was denied by every apartment
management [ applied to because
they said I didn’t have enough
credit history.

I was thankful to find a pri-
vate owner who took a chance
on me 10 years ago. [ have
been residing in Greenbelt for 10
years now and I have observed
how some residents are very rac-
ist. I would just like to know
when will it end? When will 1
be looked at as a full human be-
ing and not three fifths of one?

We are ultimately tired of the
oppression and racism this coun-
ty is built on. Nothing makes
you better than the next person

because of the color of your skin.
It is time for everyone to stand
up against racism.

What you have failed to real-
ize is that not only are BIPOC
(Black, Indigenous and People
of Color) affected by the systems
in place to oppress people, but
so are all middle-class citizens.
Inflation continues to rise and the
wealthy get wealthier while we
continue to deal with the mess
created following Reconstruc-
tion after the Civil War. I know
everyone has heard enough times
about police departments being
defunded, ending police unions
and related issues. I just cannot
fathom why anyone is placed
above the law. What makes
an officer the judge and jury in
our corrupt criminal justice sys-
tem? Most police still work on
the same guidance set for slave
catchers. It is 2020 and we are
still being treated like we are
worthless. The history is here for
everyone to read the truth about
the United States of America yet
there are those among us who act
as if asking for equality is wrong.
What is wrong about wanting to
be treated equally in all aspects
of American life?

We are at a point in our lives
when you can make a difference
for the generations that are be-
hind you. Do you want to keep
seeing everything get worse or
do you want to do something to
effectively enact change? Winter
is coming!

Continental Movers
Free boxes
Local — Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

(B s 2

8F SOUTHWAY RD, 3BR END FRAME
65F RIDGE ROAD, 4BR 2BA W/BASEMENT & A/C

20A RIDGE ROAD, 2BR END W/ADDITION
13H HILLSIDE ROAD, 2 BR END W/ADDITION
6331 LITTLEWOOD CT, 3BR 2BA SFH
40 BRASS EAGLE CT, 4BR 3.5BA SFH

***COMING SOON*+**

Sarah V. Liska

Broker/Owner
Freedom Realty
Phone: 301.385.0523

sarah@freedomrealtyhomes.com
www.freedomrealtymd.com

Serving Greenbelt since 2001

19J Hillside Road, 2BR End Frame- Susan Barker

**Freedom Realty is still operating utilizing
safe measures! Please call for information on
how to safely sell during this time!**

Our 33rd Year in Greenbelt

301 982-0044

Linda Ivy 301-675-0585
Mark Riley 301-792-3638
H. Dwayne Taylor - 301-323-8384

Leonard Wallace - Broker
301-675-9036

The Leader in
HI‘HHIII]BII Real Estate

Brick Townhome on Corner Lot 3BR
GHI home - completely remodeled.
Large fenced yard w/ Trex patio and
shed. Modern kitchen & bath, nice!

Addition With Full Bath Downstairs
2 BR GHI townhome with large family
roombedroom on main level. Com-
pletely remodeled - opened kitchen.

Need to reach us right away?

Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 88000 on
your cell phone and get an in-
stant response! We can show
you any listing in Greenbelt.

. Scan here with your

cell phone and go
directly to our web-

site! Search all of
H the MLS and more.

Senior Living 55-+Community 2Br
2Ba condo wfireplace & more! Remod-
eled whew kitchen, modern baths,
sunlit enclosed patio, new carpt & paint.
Cape Cod Home Investors - priced to
selll 3 0 ith large
fenced wn dining
rm., br & full bath on mn. lev. $208,900
Estate Sale GHI 2 Bedroom townhome
with hardwood floors, opened kitchen &
breakfast bar. Large fenced backyard
opens onto protected woodlands.

Brick Townhome with Addition Full
bath on main level. Remodeled kitchen
& bath. Central AC, refinished hard-
wood flrs., shaded & fenced backyard.
Large floorplan w/addition Half bath
on main level. Masonry townhome w/
fenced backard & brick patio. Zoned
HVAC system, 11’ x 17" master br.
Cape Cod SFH 3br 2 1/2ba home with
rem. Kitchen, above-ground pool &
wrap-around deck. Finished basement
with family room and office space.
Townhome with 2 additions 2 bed-

room G mer lot.
Large f
extra sto in

back
4 Bedroom 3 Level Townhome Mas-
ter bedroom & full bath on main level.
Opened remodeled kitchen, fireplace in
Ir. Backs to protected woodlands.
Townhome with addition 2 br town-
home w front laundry/office addition.
Opened kitchen whassthru & pantry.
Fenced backyard with large deck.
Charlestowne Village Single-level 1-
br condo in Greenbelt - no stairs! Par-
quet flooring throughout. Remodeled
kit. With /S appliances. $149,900
Addition - Backs to Woodlands

Comple el out; half
bath on C sys-
tem. Fe d deck.

Brick Townhome 2 Bedroom GHI
townhome remodeled throughout.
Modern kitchen with s/ dishwasher.
Hardwood both levels. $169,900
Upper Level One Bedroom GHI home
with full-sized washer and dryer in
separate laundry room.  Refinished
hardwood flooring throughout. Nice!

2 BR Townhome Remodeled GHI
home w/ new carpet fresh paint & ce-
ramic bath. Priced to sell at $124,900

Your Greenbelt Specialists
In Roosevelt Center
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COUNCIL continued from page 7

because they feel it is a risk.

Aquatics Facility Supervisor
Steve Parks described the re-
opening strategies contemplated.
All swimmers must have an ap-
pointment made 24 hours in ad-
vance and each will have an
assigned lane or area and spe-
cific times. Exit will be via the
changing rooms. Locker rooms
will be cleaned after each 45- to
60-minute swim session. Only
lap swimming and water walking
will be allowed. Pool manage-
ment is working to optimize the
number of swimmers and will
make adjustments as they learn
more in practice.

Dog Park: Councilmember
Silke Pope didn’t want to hold
up opening the Dog Park and

wants a comprehensive review of
the rules. Davis confirmed that
the Dog Park is physically ready
to reopen but the access rules
aren’t set. Though Captain Gor-
don Pracht recommends reopen-
ing, he also felt it was necessary
to figure out the rules first. Hru-
by says that the draft rules are
based on input generated by two
worksessions, by comments from
the public and from examples
of other successful dog parks.
Putens noted that COVID-19
would result in a more expensive
project and, in considering fees,
they should be set high enough
to cover costs.

Affordable Senior Housing

Council was asked to send a
letter of recommendation to the

belt East

PHOTO BY JOHANNA MOORE

A great egret and a painted turtle at Ora Glen Pond in Green-

PHOTO BY CHARLES JACKMAN

Wi, greenbeltnewsreview.com

state on behalf of the develop-
ment of affordable senior housing
— a 60-unit development proposed
on the grounds of Holy Cross
Lutheran Church on Greenbelt
Road.

The development of this rental
property by the church and de-
velopment company Ingerman is
only economically viable if the
developer is granted tax credits
by the state. Ingerman represen-
tative David Holden noted that
credits are awarded competitively
and in advance of detailed plan-
ning. He stated that a letter
from the city would assist the
development team in obtaining
the credits, pointing out that this
would not be the last time the
city would have the chance to
weigh in.

He directed council’s attention
to Ingerman’s nearby facility in
Bladensburg as an example of a
successful development (Birch-
wood at Newton Green at 5300
Newton Road). He noted that
rents would be a percentage of
typical local rates.

Roberts was opposed because
“we don’t know anything about
it.” Hruby noted that the letter
of support does not imply overall
approval, but merely indicates
support for this type of property
on the site. If the project moved
forward, there would be a special
exception hearing at which the
city could comment. At that point
there would be a detailed plan
and design.

Larry Taub, counsel for the
project team of church and de-
veloper, reacted to Roberts’s ad-
ditional concerns over conforming
to constraints imposed by the
federal government when the
land was transferred to church
ownership. He said that he knew
of no such constraints but would
double-check. Taub noted that
the letter of support from local
government was a critical ele-
ment in seeking tax credits, and
without it, the application stood
little chance of success.

Resident Molly Lester, oppos-
ing the request, cited material she
found on the web where residents
of an Ingerman’s community in
Philadelphia had banded together
in protest against project man-
agement. After some research
(he had not previously heard of
the incident), Holden said that
the incident Lester was referring
to had taken place several years
ago and was an isolated issue
with onsite management and not
systemic. Ard also recounted that
a city staffer and Greenbelt resi-
dents had visited the Bladensburg
property.

Council approved the request
for a letter of support, with Byrd
abstaining and Roberts voting
against.

Election Day Off

A move to specify election
day as a city holiday went down
to defeat. Davis noted the cost
and observed that it was already
the case that city employees had
ample time to vote and that, in
fact, a significant number of them
needed to be on duty to facilitate
voting.

In the wrap-up to the meet-
ing, councilmembers requested
full and timely briefing materials
from the city manager in prepara-
tion for council meetings and also
felt they should be meeting more
often with our county council
representative, Todd Turner, and
the two at-large councilmem-
bers, Calvin Hawkins and Mel
Franklin.

In Appreciation

Tireless Volunteers Assist
Franklin Park Children to Learn

by Lois Rosado

PHOTO COURTESY WILLIAM DAVIS
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munity garden.

William and Carolyn Lam-
bright-Davis have worked tire-
lessly with young children in
Franklin Park and from Springhill
Lake Elementary School to help
them maintain their academic
skills. They receive little appre-
ciation or recognition for these
efforts by most Greenbelters.

I asked Carolyn what she
thought about schools not open-
ing for face-to-face classes in the
fall. Here are her thoughts: “I
think there needs to be a hybrid
school program because some
children — immigrants, those with
limited English-speaking skills,
special needs children and others
who lack access to the internet —
need hands-on learning. If that
is not possible, I think that par-
ents need to be trained to assist
their children. Also, there can
be outdoor educational activities
planned for the children so they
have interactions with their teach-
ers. Many children in Franklin
Park don’t have the internet in
their homes. So, when schools
closed, these children were at a
major disadvantage. That will not
change in the fall.”

Carolyn also wants parents
to be held account-

William Davis and other Greenbelt residents work in the com-

need accountability for children’s
learning progress.

Carolyn and William have
continued to work with some
of the 28 children from the
CHEARS after-school program
that meets three days a week.
Those who are part of the Earth
Squad have been planting a gar-
den since the spring and pro-
duced the best tasting Swiss
chard I have ever eaten, along
with lettuce. They were waiting
on the strawberries and string
beans to ripen. They also re-
ceived academic lessons, thanks
to the Davis family.

In considering all of the nega-
tive comments about the Franklin
Park community, Carolyn stated
that: “I let it be known about
Franklin Park by the work that
I do.”

William and Carolyn Lam-
bright-Davis are part of a group
of Franklin Park residents that
do good works for their com-
munity and for Greenbelt as a
whole. There are many examples
of positive life in Franklin Park.
Now is the time to learn more
about this community and the
wonderful things happening there.

able for helping
their children to
learn. Maybe there
can be some teacher-
parent Zoom meet-
ings to enable that
process. She noted
that there has to be
consistency on the
part of the teachers
when doing Zoom
classes. At times
this spring, teachers
were not present for
the scheduled Zoom
meeting.

Her other con-
cerns are about par-
ents who have to
leave home to work.
Many don’t have the
luxury of working
from home, which
will present another
challenge for the
county school sys-
tem this fall. Who
will ensure that the
children will access
online learning, even
if they have the in-
ternet connections?
Who will supervise
the children?

Carolyn stated
that we all want
to be safe, but we

PHOTO COURTESY CAROLYN LAMBRIGHT-DAVIS

Carolyn Lambright-Davis chats with Green-
belt Chief of Police Rick Bowers.
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