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completed, p.12
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What Goes On
Saturday, June 20
7 to 8:30 p.m. Juneteenth 
Commemoration, Franklin Park 
Clinic (Outside)
Monday, June 22
8 p.m. Regular City Council 
Meeting
Wednesday, June 24 
8 p.m. Council Worksession: 
Advisory Board and Commit-
tee Chairs
All  meetings are vir tual . 
See the meetings calendar at  
greenbeltmd.gov for agendas 
and information on public  
participation in these meetings.

Melisa Yashinski's five-year-old daughter Violet so loved our 
back page mask pictures that she requested her turn.  From 
left, Amelia (2), Melisa and Violet wear homemade, matching 
masks made from an old shirt.
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In anticipation of the June 
15 modified Phase Two reopen-
ing in Prince George’s County, 
the Greenbelt City Council held 
another special meeting on June 
14 to discuss how the city would 
respond.  Council was joined by 
representatives of the Recreation 
and Public Works Departments, 
as well as from the Roosevelt 
Center Merchants Association.  
This was an opportunity for the 
public to hear what staff is pro-
posing, as well as how the city 
can aid in the recovery of its 
small businesses. 

Outdoor dining, especially at 
Roosevelt Center, was the first 
topic.  As before, any restaurant 
that has an already permitted out-
door dining area does not need 
any further approval from the 
county or the city, beyond notify-
ing both parties of their intention.  
A permit first from the county 

and then the city is required if an 
expansion or add-on area is de-
sired. Many Greenbelt restaurants 
are offering pre-existing outdoor 
dining or are in the process of 
obtaining a county permit. 

The final decision regarding 
the expansion of Roosevelt Cen-
ter restaurants into the plaza area, 
which is a public park, is still on 
the table, with council favorable 
to the idea. There were alter-
nate ideas floated which included 
use of adjoining streets and sur-
rounding parking lots.  Yet, the 
consensus was that any decisions 
must be equitable and efficient 
to all center businesses, not just 
restaurants.  Council was willing 
to assist in additional picnic seat-
ing, but was generally reluctant 
about providing tents and outdoor 
restrooms, citing mainly financial 
challenges. 

Council was amenable to food 

service, yet on the subject of 
alcohol service there was general 
apprehension, if not total disap-
proval, from Councilmembers 
Judith Davis and Rodney Roberts.  
If allowed, the consensus was 
that alcohol would have to be 
in specific areas and be tightly 
monitored as the center is a fam-
ily hub that services a variety 
of other businesses that require 
proper access.  Davis stressed 
that the decision was likely moot, 
as it would require a change to 
the city ordinance, as no alcohol 
is allowed in a public park.  She 
also noted that with the new 50 
percent capacity for both indoor 
and outdoor dining, restaurants 
like the New Deal Café (NDC) 
can start to offer alcohol in their 
permitted areas. 

The NDC, represented by 
At its June 8 regular meet-

ing the Greenbelt City Council 
adopted the budget for the fiscal 
year starting July 1 (FY21) on a 
6-0 vote with Councilmember Ed-
ward Putens absent due to work 
obligations.  The budget is essen-
tially what City Manager Nicole 
Ard had proposed to council at 
the April 14 budget presentation, 
incorporating the changes she 
discussed at the April 16 budget 
overview worksession.  In ad-
dition, council briefly discussed 
resident input into council’s vir-
tual meetings. 

Budget Adopted with Minor
Edits. City Tax Rate Stable

by Diane Oberg

Revenues
The level of uncertainty re-

garding the estimated revenues is 
far greater than usual.  Revenues 
are expected to take a major hit 
due to the impact of the measures 
taken to combat the coronavirus.  
These include an anticipated in-
crease in commercial abatements, 
where businesses can request a 
reassessment allowing them to 
lower their property taxes for 
up to three years.  Unlike resi-
dential properties, commercial  

Mayor Colin Byrd will hold 
a virtual Greenbelt community 
dialogue on race relations and 
community policing on Saturday, 
June 27 at 8:30 p.m.  Byrd and 
a diverse group of Greenbelt 
residents involved in policing re-
forms will share their stories and 
answer questions in an effort to 
promote improved race relations 
and policing in Greenbelt. On 
June 11 Byrd published an update 
of his proposed legislation, the 
Greenbelt Fair and Just Policing 
Act of 2020. The updated docu-
ment can be found at: https://
tinyurl.com/yawssfc3.

The updates are part of a  
legislative proposal targeting use 
of force by Greenbelt police of-
ficers. The act would require 
officers to use de-escalation strat-
egies, limit the use of force and 
establish a duty to intervene.  
Under the act, Greenbelt police 
officers would be required to 
de-escalate a potentially volatile 
encounter through the use of 
strategies intended to decrease 

Black Lives Matter 

Mayor Will Host a Forum
On Race Relations, Policing 

by Julie Rapp 

the likelihood that force will 
be needed.  Maneuvers such 
as chokeholds or carotid re-
straints that cut off oxygen and 
blood flow would be prohib-
ited and pulling a gun on an un-
armed civilian would be banned.  

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

Two weeks ago, two candle-
light vigils were conducted in 
Greenbelt, one at Roosevelt Cen-
ter and the other in Greenbelt 
East on the corner of Hanover 
Parkway and Ora Glen Drive. 
The vigils were organized as a 
part of the current national dis-
cussion of community policing 
and justice for people of color. 
As with many of the national 
protests and demonstrations, the 
Saturday night candlelight vigil 
in Greenbelt East continues to be 
held and will be observed for the 
third time this Saturday, June 20, 
from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. Organizer 
LaWann Stribling said that she is 
continuing to organize the vigil 
“prayerfully every Saturday until 
I feel as though we’ve reached 
the community.” Acknowledging 
the challenge of putting together 
public meetings during a pan-
demic, Stribling added, “I know 
it’s difficult due to COVID-19 
yet it’s important to me to help 
our community to understand 
how government works and for 
people of color and those suffer-
ing from poverty and even those 
working paycheck to paycheck 
that we can be the force to effec-
tively enact permanent change.” 
Stribling reminds participants to 
wear masks and practice social 
distancing at the vigil.

Black Lives Matter

Greenbelt East Candlelight
Vigil to Continue Each Week

by Gary Childs

Stribling said that attendance 
at the gatherings varies from 
20 to 30 people. She said that 
sometimes a few people make 
brief comments to the group. At 
the vigil held last Saturday, Strib-
ling, Mayor Colin Byrd and Ace 
Kelsye, a singer who performed a 
few songs for the group, all made 
brief remarks.  

Stribling told the group last 
week that it would be good to 
“hear from our community how 
they would like to express them-
selves through music, art, dance 
and spoken word,” adding that 

“art can bring all types of people 
together,” something she was 
hoping the weekly vigils would 
do.    

Stribling calls the events 
Peaceful Candlelight Vigil Pro-
tests and hopes that they become 
opportunities not only for reflec-
tion but also impetus for social 
change.

Along with the vigil, two 
celebrations of Juneteenth will 
be held in Greenbelt. One is 
scheduled for Friday, June 19 at  

From left: Kelsye of Mo'chella DC, LaWann Stribling, Mayor 
Colin Byrd and Ace Ono participate in the June 13 Greenbelt East 
candlelight vigil.
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Special City Council Session
Devoted to Phase 2 Reopening 

by Matthew Arbach
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Letters to the Editor

See LETTERS, page 8

Letters Policy
The News Review reserves the right not to publish any letter 

submitted.  Letters are considered accepted when published.
All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical ad-

dress and telephone number. Only the name will be published; 
the News Review will consider withholding the 
name upon request.

All letters are subject to editing for reasons of 
space, libel, privacy, taste, copyright and clarity.

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.
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Service or Garden Side?

B. Glee

Corrections
In last week’s article, Peace-

ful Citywide Protests, represen-
tatives of the Greenbelt Bah’ai 
Fellowship, Mowatt Memorial 
United Methodist Church and 
St. Hugh of Grenoble Catho-
lic Church were also present 
as part of the Greenbelt faith 
community.  Also, the sign 
carried by Reverend Glennyce 
Grindstaff said, “The Bible is 
not a Prop.” 

In the article about Over-
eaters Anonymous, we should 
have clarified in a note that 
the writer is a member of the 
group.

Perspective in Color
On Greenbelt Police

Ever wonder why Black and 
Spanish-speaking people have a 
very different perspective about 
police, even the police of the 
City of Greenbelt?

Well, let me share some sta-
tistics taken from the Law En-
forcement Accreditation Report 
(CALEA) for 2019-2020 about 
the Greenbelt Police Department.  
The numbers that follow are a 
four-year compilation of the cita-
tions given out to either Green-
belt citizens or driving through 
while Black and Brown.

 Over the past four years 
Black men and women have re-
ceived 6,996 citations: white men 
and women have received 1,437 
and Spanish speakers have re-
ceived 2,042. So, people of color 
either living in or driving through 
Greenbelt have received 9,038 
citations, compared to 1,437 for 
white people. That reminds me 
of Ferguson, where Black people 
received the majority of traffic 
tickets. The same thing apparent-
ly occurs annually in Greenbelt. 
There is a saying among many in 
Maryland Black communities that 
one must be very careful when 
driving through Greenbelt. The 
numbers speak for themselves.

Use of force over a four-year 
period: Black men 42 times; 
Black women 10 times; white 
men 3 times; white women 2 
times; Spanish-speaking men 5 
times; Spanish-speaking women 
1 time. Use of force was used 
on people of color 58 times in 
comparison to 5 times for white 
people by the Greenbelt Police 
Department.

The reason that people of col-
or in Greenbelt and all over the 
United States of America have 
a different perception of police 
is because their everyday inter-
actions with police can lead to 
their deaths. Every day they have 
to worry about returning home 
safely because the color of their 
skin, no matter their status or 
professional titles, makes them a 
target. How many white people 
have that concern every single 
day? Not many.

I remember a few years ago, 
officers burst into a family’s 
home in Franklin Park looking 
for a suspect; it is alleged that 
they ignored the parents and 
were about to arrest their son, 
when the mother screamed that 
the name they were using was 
not her son’s. Only then was the 
young man released. The mother 
also informed me that the officer 
(allegedly) stated she can expect 
such treatment because she lives 
in a Black neighborhood. (Bet 
that behavior does not occur in 
the whiter sections of Greenbelt.)  
There was a subsequent meeting 
between the family and Chief 
Craze of the Greenbelt Police 
department. He and former chief 
Kemp thought the meeting went 
well. After the young man re-
turned to college he was robbed. 
He refused to call the police to 
report the robbery. His parents 
had to drive to the school and 
help him report the incident. His 
psyche had been damaged! Too 
often, encounters with police of-
ficers leave people of color trau-
matized, outraged and angry; that 
is, if one survives the encounter. 

I do hope that residents of 
Greenbelt have a better under-
standing now of why many 
people of color have a different 

perspective about police. George 
Floyd’s public lynching by the 
Minneapolis police demonstrated 
that our encounters have too of-
ten been negative and can lead to 
death, especially if one lives in 
what is considered to be a non-
white or working-class neighbor-
hood.

I respect the Greenbelt Police 
department in general; however 
improvements must be made.  
There is a need for a real con-
versation about how people of 
color are treated and targeted by 
Greenbelt police officers, and the 
mayor has submitted a proposal 
for Fair Policing to begin the 
dialogue. Now is the time for all 
to wake up!

Lois Rosado

Supports Policing Act
This perspective piece is my 

response in support of Mayor 
Colin Byrd’s proposed Green-
belt Fair and Just Policing Act 
of 2020, and the recent critique 
of that plan. As a very active  
Greenbelt resident, involved in 
many facets of life within this 
wonderful city, I feel as though 
it’s my duty to come forward and 
explain the reasons why this pro-
posed legislation is needed now 
more than ever, in not only cities 
across this country, but also, here 
in Greenbelt, which I affection-
ately refer to as “The Emerald 
City.” I am a middle-aged Black 
American man, a part of the mil-
lennial generation, and I can see 
the need for the winds of change 
that are blowing throughout the 
country coming and bringing a 
revolution to the way we police 
in this country and the law en-
forcement culture.  

While my opinions on this 
matter are mine alone and do not 
represent the views or opinions 
of any of the organizations I’m 
a part of or serve under, there 
are many residents that share my 
views and unfortunately, have 
had horrible experiences with the 
police as well.   

For many reasons, I feel that 
now is the time to put this leg-
islation forward. We do have law  
enforcement officers who con-
tinuously step over the bounds of 
the oath they took to protect and 
serve, while injuring and some-
times even killing the very resi-
dents they have sworn to protect. 
These officers often have years of 
complaints against them from the 
community, yet are never held 
responsible and eventually cost 
the cities, counties and states mil-
lions of dollars in litigation and 
lawsuits.  

I myself have not encountered 
any issue locally with officers 
from the Greenbelt Police, but 
I’m not of the mind that the lack 
of personal experiences or per-
sonal eye witness doesn’t mean 
that it is not happening or taking 
place to various degrees within 
our city and within the county. 
What this legislation does is 
ensure that those officers who 
break their oath and break the 
law through the commission of 
unspeakable acts against residents 
will be held to true account-
ability. These officers will not 
be under more protections than 
the average citizen and have an 
“Internal investigation” that only 
results in possible suspension and 
administrative paid leave.  

There was a letter written in a 
previous issue of the News Re-
view that suggested that this leg-

islation was just a political tool. 
I completely disagree with that 
notion. That letter also asked the 
question, (and I’m paraphrasing), 
why this legislation was need-
ed now and not before George 
Floyd. That question doesn’t ac-
knowledge the decades long, (if 
not centuries long), struggle for 
police reform in this country that 
is extremely well documented.  
It is now this moment, at this 
time, the world finally sees and 
believes what people of color 
and their allies have been say-
ing for years – that police who 
overstep their boundaries and 
commit crimes against their fel-
low citizens (whom they were 
sworn to protect), need to be held 
accountable.  

We have many laws that were 
passed in reaction to historic 
moments in time that have led 
to needed change, such as The 
Voting Rights Acts, Brown v. 
Board and most recently Marriage 
Equality. These historic pieces of 
legislation aren’t political tools – 
they are life-changing, impactful 
laws that help and continue to 
help millions of Americans. We 
all have the right to our opinion, 
even if that means we may be on 
the wrong side of history. But it 
is still incumbent upon us as a 
society to move our city to be on 
the right side of history for the 
betterment of all who live here.  

The previous letter also men-
tioned that the GPD already has 
orders in place that address some 
of the items mentioned in the 
GFJP Act of 2020. There is a 
difference between an order and 
a law. An order is defined as 
the arrangement or authoritative 
command, direction or instruc-
tion and it is not legally bind-
ing. A law, however, is defined 
as the system of rules which a 
country or community recognizes 

The News Review received many thoughtful let-
ters concerning racial justice, community policing, 
and related topics. Because of space constraints we 
are unable to print all of them this week, but will 
publish them, as space allows, next week.
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Community Events

I have completed 
my census

Democratic Club Picnic
To Be Held on Zoom

The Democratic Club’s annual 
picnic, which will occur Sunday, 
June 28 at 3 p.m., will happen 
on Zoom due to the coronavirus.  
If you’d like to be part of the 
action, see the club’s website at 
rooseveltclub.com to access zoom 
on the day of the event.

Thanks to former Club Presi-
dent Nicole Williams, the pro-
gram will include Yvette Lewis, 
chairwoman of Maryland State 
Democratic Party, who will join 
us to discuss efforts to help elect 
former Vice President Joe Biden 
as the next U.S. President, as 
well as efforts to help in key 
states such as Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia and Ohio.

The importance of voting was 
expressed well by Jon Batiste, 
band leader for the Stephen Col-
bert show: “There are three can-
didates running for President: 
Trump, Biden and Apathy.”  His 
point simply put: vote. 

Locally, the Democratic Club’s 
leadership, which has reached 
out to its membership to renew 
their annual fee, requests mem-
bers to consider pitching in to its 
Fala Fund to contribute to key 
U.S. Senate elections in Arizona, 
North Carolina, Maine, Colorado 
and Kentucky. (See Club web-
site.) For more information, call 
Konrad Herling at 301-345-9369.

Ask a Librarian
The Prince George’s County 

Memorial Library System (PGC-
MLS) provides an Ask a Librar-
ian service. Those with questions 
about the Library or its services 
can connect with a librarian to 
get answers. Call 240-455-5451 
Monday through Friday between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Visit pgcmls.info/656 for service 
by email. 

All PGCMLS virtual programs 
are listed at pgcmls.info/virtual-
events. Virtual events produced 
by the Library are broadcast on 
Crowdcast, with select additional 
streams to Facebook, YouTube 
and Periscope.

Storytelling in ASL
Crowdcast Saturdays

The Prince George’s County 
Memorial Library System, in 
partnership with the Old Green-
belt Theatre, offers Storytelling 
with ASL (American Sign Lan-
guage) hosted by Erikson Young 
on Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. on 
Crowdcast. The virtual program, 
recommended for ages 2 to 5, 
will continue for the duration of 
the public health emergency.

To find the link go to pgcmls.
info/virtual-events on Saturday 
mornings.

Toastmasters Meet
Online Wednesdays

The Greenbelt Toastmasters 
Club has gone virtual. Those 
interested in improving com-
munication or leadership skills 
are invited to join online or 
by phone every first, third and 
fifth Wednesday of the month 
at 7:30 p.m. Find details for 
joining in remotely at greenbelt. 
toastmastersclubs.org.

Mud Cloth Workshop
Greenbelt Recreation

Artist-in-residence Karen Ar-
rington will teach an online Mud 
Cloth workshop on Saturday, 
June 27. Inspired by the bogo-
lanfini tradition from Mali in 
west Africa, students will learn 
to paint with pigments made from 
local mud. The workshop will be 
held on Zoom and all participants 
will receive materials needed 
to work from home. For more 
information about this and other 
Greenbelt Recreation classes and 
workshops, go to greenbeltmd.
gov/recreation and click on Sum-
mer Classes. Classes and work-
shops require registration.

Discussion to Fight 
Racism

Greenbelt Community Church 
(GCC) invites the community 
for an educational event and 
discussion on fighting racism on 
Friday, June 19 at 7 p.m. GCC 
is partnering with the organiza-
tion Coming to the Table to raise 
awareness and work together 
to fight racism. Jane Carrigan 
(comingtothetable.org/about-us/) 
is the distinguished guest speaker. 
RSVP to kenlittlefield1@aol.com 
for Zoom meeting information. 

June 19 is also known as 
Freedom Day, Jubilee Day and 
Cel-liberation. It is the anniver-
sary of the reading of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation to the peo-
ple of Texas by General George 
Granger, officially ending slavery 
in the last state of the U.S.

Virtual Conversation 
Join the Old Greenbelt The-

atre for a virtual discussion of 
the documentary Whose Streets? 
with Mayor Colin Byrd and Dr. 
Dennis Doster, director of the M-
NCPPC Black History Program.

Watch Whose Streets? on your 
own (go to greenbelttheatre.org/
films and click on Virtual Com-
munity Conversation to see where 
to view the film). Then join OGT 
for the virtual conversation on 
Friday, June 19 at 7 p.m. The 
conversation will be livestreamed 
via Crowdcast at crowdcast.io/e/
ogt-whose-streets.

Flick of the Week 
Film Discussion

The Old Greenbelt Theatre 
hosts film discussions via Zoom 
every Sunday at 2 p.m. On Sun-
day, June 21, the film discus-
sion will be God’s Own Country 
(2017, 104 minutes, NR, CC) in 
honor of Pride Month. To view 
the film ahead of the discussion, 
find links to the film online at 
greenbelttheatre.org/film/flick-of-
the-week/. 

Go to greenbelttheatre.org/
film/flick-of-the-week/ to register 
for the film discussion to receive 
information on how to access the 
Zoom call. Those without internet 
access can participate in the film 
discussion via phone. Call Kelly 
at 301-329-2034 to request access 
information. 

About God’s Own Country
Johnny Saxby works long 

hours in brutal isolation on his 
family’s remote farm in the north 
of England. He numbs the daily 
frustration of his lonely existence 
with nightly binge-drinking at 
the local pub. When a handsome 
Romanian migrant worker arrives 
to take up temporary work on 
the family farm, Johnny suddenly 
finds himself having to deal with 
emotions he has never felt before.

At the Library
Prince George’s County Me-

morial Library System (PGC-
MLS) launches free digital access 
to The Washington Post, The 
New York Times, and 27 Maga-
zines through Flipster, including 
Essence, Time and People en 
Español. These new resources are 
available through the Library’s 
online News Suite at pgcmls.info/
news-suite. PGCMLS cardhold-
ers and Prince George’s County 
Public Schools students can now 
access these major publications at 
home and on the go.

Community Tea
The Community Tea will 

not meet June 18. Tea resumes 
Thursday, June 25.

Prince George’s County Public 
Schools (PGCPS) will end the 
current two-day meal distribu-
tion program Wednesday, June 
17. Following a one-week break 
to complete year-end activities, 
PGCPS will operate the annual 
Summer Food Service Program 
from Monday, June 29 through 
Thursday, August 13.  Students 
may go to their nearest school, 
which is not necessarily the one 
they attend during the school 
year.

“Grab and go” breakfast 
and lunch meals will be avail-
able Monday through Thurs-
day from 10 a.m. to noon at 87 
school sites and 12 apartment 
complexes. To view the com-
plete list of sites, go to pgcps.
org/food-and-nutrition/cards/ 

Summer School-based Meal
Program Starts on June 29

Summer-Meals/.  Greenbelt and 
vicinity schools operating the 
program include Springhill Lake 
Elementary, Berwyn Heights 
Elementary, Greenbelt Middle 
School, Greenbelt Elementary 
School, Magnolia Elementary, 
Springhill Lake Elementary and 
Turning Point Academy.  

To bridge the gap in meal 
service, PGCPS families can ac-
cess seven community sites from 
Monday, June 22 through Friday, 
June 26. The sites will offer 
lunch and a snack from noon to 
2 p.m. None of these sites is in 
Greenbelt.

Updates to services and sites 
will be provided as information 
becomes available. For more 
information, visit pgcps.org/
foodandnutrition.

As COVID-19 erupted, after 
first solving the pressing problem 
of whether or not to capitalize 
the name, the Greenbelt News 
Review realized some stark home 
truths. The most important dawn-
ing realization was that our mem-
bers, mainly retired and older, 
were extremely vulnerable.  The 
other was that advertising revenue 
would likely tank to the point 
that the News Review would lose 
money, no matter how few pages 
it printed. 

Having not failed to produce 
a weekly issue since its inception 
in 1937, the newspaper wasn’t 
about to allow that to happen. 
But no newspaper, no matter how 
cool, is worth a life.

Quick Off the Mark
The newspaper was quick to 

react. On March 14, the news-
room was wiped down top to 
bottom and sanitizing wipes pro-
vided so that staff still working 
onsite from time to time could 
sanitize their workstations before 
and after use.  With few people 
using the newsroom, and then 
only occasionally, and multiple 
workstations available, cross-
contamination is not a huge prob-
lem – but no chances were taken. 
Masks and hand sanitizer were 
made available.

The newsroom is typically 
crowded on Tuesday afternoons 
and evenings as the paper comes 
together.  That also stopped 
abruptly on March 14 as we 
shifted to working remotely. On 
occasions when it is necessary to 
have people on site, we accom-
modate a maximum of four in a 
24- by 40-foot space.

News Review members are 
dedicated – and, in one case, 
a well-known recidivist is still 
sneaking into the newsroom to 
work alone late in the evening: 
an over-50-year habit is hard to 
break.

Remote Publishing
Fortunately, the newspaper 

was at least partially set up for 
remote work in a strategy to 
reduce its vulnerability to power 
outages (which used to be fre-
quent), though not all members 
who wanted to work could be ac-

News Review Protects Staff,
Keeps the Paper Coming

by Cathie Meetre

In this photo from two years ago, the newsroom is crowded on a 
pre-COVID Tuesday afternoon.
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commodated due to complexities 
involved in sharing copy.  The 
newspaper offered to continue to 
pay dividends anyway, relying 
on its cushion of reserves at least 
for now.  

Incoming stories can be pro-
cessed from email and sent on 
for remote copy editing.

The ad desk is serviced from 
within the office, though this 
generally means only one or two 
people physically in the room. 
As the copy is finalized and the 

ads nailed down for the week 
on Tuesday evening, the room is 
briefly occupied by four people 
doing the last-minute touches.

Production is done remotely, 
as has mostly been the case for 
several years, and final proof-
ing is also currently being done 
remotely.

The News Review is steering 
a careful course that lets us pub-
lish while keeping our members 
safe.  So far, so good.  Touch 
wood.

http://rooseveltclub.com
http://toastmastersclubs.org
http://greenbeltmd.gov/recreation
http://greenbeltmd.gov/recreation
http://comingtothetable.org/about-us/
mailto:kenlittlefield1@aol.com
http://greenbelttheatre.org/films
http://greenbelttheatre.org/films
http://crowdcast.io/e/ogt-whose-streets
http://crowdcast.io/e/ogt-whose-streets
http://greenbelttheatre.org/film/flick-of-the-week/
http://greenbelttheatre.org/film/flick-of-the-week/
http://greenbelttheatre.org/film/flick-of-the-week/
http://greenbelttheatre.org/film/flick-of-the-week/
http://pgcps.org/food-and-nutrition/cards/
http://pgcps.org/food-and-nutrition/cards/
http://pgcps.org/foodandnutrition
http://pgcps.org/foodandnutrition
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Obituaries

Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Greenbelt 
residents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  We try to include 
information about participation 
in various activities and orga-
nizations, where the person 
lived and something about 
the family.  A photograph and 
service information should be 
included.  There is no charge.

This week we offer a prayer for our time  
from the words of Abdu’l-Baha:

O Thou kind Lord!  Thou hast created all humanity from the 
same stock.  Thou hast decreed that all shall belong to the same 
household.  In Thy Holy Presence they are all Thy servants… all 
have gathered together at Thy Table of Bounty; all are illumined 

through the light of Thy Providence. 

"O Thou kind Lord!  Unite all.  Let the religions agree and 
make the nations one, so that they may see each other as one fam-
ily and the whole earth as one home.  May they all live together 

in perfect harmony.
Greenbelt Bahá’í Community

Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com www.greenbeltbahais.org

June 21    10 a.m.
"Next Steps"

Rev. Rachel Christensen and Facilitator Barry Finkelstein; with Worship Associate 
Clark Ritz

Join Rev. Rachel and Consultant Barry Finkelstein as we talk about next steps for 
Paint Branch in moving toward capital improvements to our facilities. Online only 

service, streaming information available at http://bit.ly/PBJune2020

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

1 Hillside Road                301-474-6171         Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff

Greenbelt Community Church

Our Sunday Worship Services 
are Cancelled until 

Further Notice

Check us out on Facebook Live 
Sunday at 10:30 AM 

https://www.facebook.com/GCCUCCMD

We were saddened to learn of 
the death of longtime Lakeside 
resident David Sagal Falk and 
offer our sympathies to his family 
and friends.

The community also suffered 
a loss in the death of Bob Greig, 
active in so many things during 
his long residence in the city.  
Our condolences to family and 
friends.

Happy Birthday to Mame Ellis 
who recently celebrated her 99th 
with friends and family.  

Congratulations to Dr. Nia 
M. Billings, daughter of Green-
belt resident Phyllis Billings, 
who was awarded a Ph.D. in 
clinical psychology from Wayne 
State University in Detroit, Mich., 
on December 10, 2019.  Her 
dissertation was Multicultural 
Face Recognition Memory and 
Own-Race-Bias Among Adults 
with Acquired Brain Injury.  Nia 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, 
and pray for one another 

so that you may be healed.  
The effective prayer of a righteous man 

can accomplish much.
James 5:16

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10a-11a   ONLINE

MCFcc.org/online Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky, Cantor Phil Greenfield

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian synagogue 
that respects tradition and becomes your extended family 

in the 21st century.
Friday evening services at 8:00pm
Saturday morning services at 10:00am
All services and activities are currently virtual
For further information, call (301) 474-4223  www.mishkantorah.org
Affiliated with these movements: Conservative and Reconstructing Judaism

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m. 
In person worship services cancelled for now.  In person worship services cancelled for now.  

Live streaming on our Facebook page @mowattumc.  Live streaming on our Facebook page @mowattumc.  
10 a.m. Sunday mornings10 a.m. Sunday mornings

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live online services 
Sundays at 10:30am 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm 
www.greenbeltbaptist.org 
Instagram/Facebook/YouTube 

Dr. Nia M. Billings is wreathed 
in smiles after graduating with 
her Ph.D.
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Mame Ellis and her family celebrate her birthday. From left, 
daughter Mary Boswell, granddaughter Lyndsey Boswell Workman, 
Mame Ellis, son-in-law Dickey Boswell and great-granddaughter 
Terese Workman (front).
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is also a graduate of Eleanor  
Roosevelt  High School and 
Loyola University in Baltimore.  

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

David Falk

David Sagal Falk died on June 
10, 2020, in his Greenbelt home, 
where he resided for 56 years. 
Born September 10, 1932 in 
New York City, Mr. Falk was 
acting assistant vice chancellor 
for Academic Affairs as well as 
professor and associate chair-
man of the Physics Department 
at the University of Maryland. 
As a Greenbelter, he was active 
in the Lakeside Citizens Asso-
ciation. He enjoyed SAGE classes 
offered through the Recreation 
Department, particularly enjoying 
some of the music appreciation 
classes. Throughout, he retained 
his memorable sense of humor.

He is survived by his wife 
Nancy Falk; brother Stanley (and 
family); children Birgit Sharp 
(Ron) and Sam Falk (Kelly); and 
four grandchildren Elias, Dylan, 
Bailey and Zoe.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al trees may be planted in his 
memory at American Forests (see 
americanforests.org/ways-to-give/
memorial-gift-trees/).

Joseph Robert 
Greig

Joseph Robert Greig 
was born April 12, 1938, 
and died on May 28, 2020. 
Known as “Bob” to most 
of his friends and family. 
Dad to the rest of us. He 
lived a full life.

Bob was passionate 
about education, receiv-
ing his Ph.D. in physics 
from Imperial College of 
London, England, with ad-
vanced degrees in chemis-
try and mathematics. In his 
early years, Bob taught at 
the University of Maryland 
and worked at the Naval 
Research Laboratory before 
moving into the private 
sector. He was extremely 
proud to have transitioned 
into medical physics at the age of 
60, spending the last two decades 
working in radiological cancer 
treatment.

Bob was a devoted husband 
to his wife, Joy. The two met as 
young teenagers – Joy’s father 
was Bob’s scoutmaster when he 
was 13! They married in March 
1964 and were together for 52 
years until Joy’s death in 2016.

Bob was a dedicated father to 
Elizabeth, Andrew and Katherine 
and their spouses Richard Moore, 
Colleen Greig and Richard Pfeil; 
and a devoted grandfather to 

Caitlin Moore, Bradley Moore, 
Morgan Greig and Lauren Greig. 
He is survived by his brother, 
Stuart, and sister, Josie. He was 
also a loving companion to Jean 
Stoll until her death in April 
2019.

Bob was an active part of his 
community and took great pride 
in his friendships new and old. 
He was always compelled to 
help and believed strongly in the 
need to be socially compassion-
ate, supportive and responsible. 
Over the years he was a coach,  

David Sagal Falk
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Joseph Robert "Bob" Greig and his 
wife Joy
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See OBITS, page  7

mailto:Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://bit.ly/PBJune2020
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://americanforests.org/ways-to-give/memorial-gift-trees/
http://americanforests.org/ways-to-give/memorial-gift-trees/
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City Information & Events
The strength of Greenbelt is diverse people living together in a spirit of cooperation.  We celebrate all people. By sharing 

together all are enriched. We strive to be a respectful, welcoming community that is open, accessible, safe and fair.

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups. There are 
currently vacancies on: Arts Advisory Board, Board of Elections,
Forest Preserve Advisory Board, Public Safety Advisory Committee,
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee,Youth Advisory Committee 

 For more information call 301- 474-8000

Upcoming Virtual Meetings
Monday, June 22 at 8:00pm, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING. 
Virtual meeting will be shown on Comcast 71 and 996, Verizon 21 
and Stream on www.greenbeltmd.gov

Tuesday, June 23 at 3:30pm, SENIOR CITIZEN ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE. Agenda items will be posted at www.greenbeltmd.gov

Tuesday, June 23 at 7:00pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON  
EDUCATION.  On the Agenda: Student Awards, Elections, &  
Liaisons, and Updates – Clubs, Grants

Wednesday, June 24 at 8:00pm, COUNCIL WORK SESSION with 
Advisory Boards & Committees. Virtual meeting will be shown on 
Comcast 71 and 996, Verizon 21 and Stream on www.greenbeltmd.gov

Thursday, June 25 at 7:00pm, FOREST PRESERVE ADVISORY 
BOARD.  On the Agenda: Green Mechanics site proposal, Delineat-
ing Community Garden and Forest Preserve boundaries, Proposed 
new tracts: Shrom Hills & Greenbriar, Soliciting public comment for 
Master Trails Plan: GNR, email, city website, FB, Park Rangers’ Meet 
and Greet, Website update, Science Fund 2020 publicity via social 
media or other, and Grant proposals for storm water management.

All meetings are held virtually. For information on public participation 
see the meetings calendar at www.greenbeltmd.gov

Greenbelt Recreation
Announces

Visit the Virtual Recreation 
 Center, www.greenbeltmd.gov/
recreation to learn about sum-
mer fun plans for youth ages 3 

through 17 years.

For the first time, anyone near 
or far, can attend our summer 

camps! 

Reach out to invite faraway 
friends and family to join your 
child for camp this summer!

Enrollment is ongoing.   
Call 301-397-2200 for more 

information.

Registration now  
underway!

Visit www.greenbelt-
md.gov/recreation to 

download the the 
guide.

A wide variety of 
programs for all ages 

are available!

Classes begin on or 
after June 15, 2020

Seniors Avoiding Isolation by
Navigating Technology

SAINT Pilot Project 

+

The Greenbelt Assistance in Living  (GAIL) Program is launching a pilot program for 
50 seniors 60+ or disabled adults 50+ living in incorporated Greenbelt to provide:  

 Free Comcast Internet Essentials for one year
 Amazon Echo Show to link residents with family and friends, classes, music

and more.  
Households must have a smart phone not a flip phone and participate in one of 
the following to enroll: 

SNAP—Food Stamps, Section 8 Housing, Medicaid, 

SSI, or Veterans Pension Recipient

 For more information please contact Sharon Johnson, Community Case Manager 
at 240-542-2029 soon as possible. Space is limited.

Free  
Comcast Internet         
Essential Service 

( for 1  year) 

Amazon ECHO SHOW  8 

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING and
ADOPTION OF FY 2021 BUDGET
Monday, June 22, 2020, 8:00 p.m.

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as  
recommended by staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda by 
Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions
COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City 
Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules.)
* Minutes of Council Meeting
Administrative Reports
Committee Reports
* Advisory Planning Board Report #2020-02 (Greenbelt NCO Zone)
LEGISLATION

- End of the Year Budget Adjustments
     - 1st Reading, Suspension of the Rules
     -  2nd Reading, Adoption
OTHER BUSINESS
-  Arts Advisory Board (AAB) – Report 20-2 (Recommendations En-
hancements to Lighting in Roosevelt Center)
- Composting USDA Grant Application
-  Audit Services for FY 2020
-  GATe Board Appointment
-  Fourth of July Crowd Control at Buddy Attick Park
-  Review and Approval of Request for Proposal (RFP) for Refinanc-
ing City of Greenbelt, Maryland, Refunding Bond of 2011 and Tax-
able General Obligation Pension Refunding Bond of 2013
-  Collective Bargaining Agreement - Greenbelt Police Department
-  Council Activities
-  Council Reports  

COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE VIRTUAL
Cablecast on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and 996 and streamed at
 www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv as it happens.

Resident participation: Join By Phone: (301) 715-8592
Webinar ID: 850 2863 8642    Password: 372958

In advance the hearing impaired is advised to use MD RELAY at 711 
to submit your questions/comments or contact the City Clerk at (301) 
474-8000 or email banderson@greenbeltmd.gov

Join us for our  
Juneteenth Program

Saturday, June 20
7:00pm 

Franklin Park Clinic
9220 Springhill Lane (Outside)

Featuring: Drum Circle – Praising the  
Ancestors;   Rev. Ray Raysor - Opening 

Prayer, Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation and the impor-
tance of Juneteenth; Lois Rosado – Poem: “Let America Be America 

Again” by Langston Hughes; Mayor Colin Byrd – Remarks; Aaron 
Tinch, Pastor at Rivers of Life AME Church - Closing Prayer

NOTICE:  THE 4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS HAVE 
BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS 

PANDEMIC.  PLEASE LOOK FOR VIRTUAL ACTIVI-
TIES AT WWW.GREENBELTMD.GOV/RECREATION

City Notes
With six new stray kittens, the 

Animal Shelter now hosts four 
cats and 12 kittens. One cat and 
three kittens are fostered.

Sustainability/Environmental 
planted native plants for pollina-
tors. 

Youth Recreation Programs 
ordered supplies for free Sum-
mer Activity Kits and the Zoom 
Ukulele classes are under way. 
The Community Center continued 
registration for virtual summer 
programs. With 142 people reg-
istered, at least 14 Arts classes 
will run. 

At the Aquatic & Fitness Cen-
ter, the outdoor baby pool is 
ready for reopening. 

Therapeutic Recreation pro-
vided meals for 36 seniors and 
promoted healthy activities.

Park Rangers’ weekend wel-
come table at Buddy Attick Park 
offered information and face 
masks. Despite posted warn-
ings, visitors are using grills, 
playgrounds and walking on the 
exposed lakebed; rangers continue 
to intervene. 

At GAIL’s Emergency Diaper 
Supply, 36 qualified families 
received diapers. CARES’s Ju-
dye Hering now offers GED and 
ESOL classes on Google Class-
room.

Baseball and Reading
At the Virtual Library

The 2019 World Series Cham-
pion Washington Nationals and 
Prince George’s County Memorial 
Library System (PGCMLS) are 
proud to provide creative ways 
for Prince Georgians to stay con-
nected with baseball and reading 
this summer. The Nationals and 
PGCMLS are partnering to pres-
ent Imagine Your Story, a virtual 
Summer @ Your Library (S@YL) 
program in English and Spanish 
for all ages that runs through 
August 21. Imagine Your Story 
is the first online-only summer 
reading and engagement program 
in the history of the PGCMLS, 
ensuring that all Prince Geor-
gians can safely engage with the 
library and the beloved hometown 
baseball team as the community 
recovers from the public health 
emergency.

The Washington Nationals are 
generously making a wide range 
of online content available for 
Prince Georgians through S@
YL with the PGCMLS, including 
storytimes with the World Series 
Champs, reading activities in 
English and Spanish and reading 
recommendations for kids through 
adults.

Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

http://newsreview.com
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COUNCIL continued from page 1

Public Notice
Notice of Applications Received for a Forest Conservation Plan Approval and the Opportunity to 

Provide Written Comment or Request an Information Hearing.  
Issue Date:  June 15, 2020
The Maryland Department of Natural Resources - Forest Service is reviewing the following ap-

plications for a Forest Conservation Program Plan Approval. The applications and related information 
are on file at the Southern Region Forestry Education Office of the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources, Forest Service, 8023 Long Hill Road, Pasadena, MD 21122.  Arrangements may be made 
for inspections and copying of file materials. 

Opportunity is afforded to interested parties to provide written comments on the lists application(s), 
or to be placed on the interested persons list for a specific application.  If requesting to be placed on 
the interested persons list, please clearly state this request in written form.  Any request for a hearing 
must be in writing and provide the following information: 1) Name, Address and Telephone Number 
of the person making the request; 2) The identity of any other person(s) the requestor is representing; 
and 3) State specifically the issue proposed to be considered at the hearing.  If a hearing is scheduled, 
sign language interpreters and other appropriate accommodations for individuals with disabilities will 
be provided upon request.

Written comments, requests to be placed on the interested persons list, or requests for a 
hearing must be received on or before July 14, 2020.  Correspondence should be addressed to the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources-Forest Service, State Forest Conservation Program, Tawes 
State Office Building, 580 Taylor Avenue, E-1, Annapolis, MD 21401.       

Any further notices concerning actions on the following applications will be provided only by mail 
to those persons on the interested persons list.

Application received:
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center proposes to relocate the main gate located off Icesat Road, 

Greenbelt, MD 20771 and to enhance certain security features. The site is bounded by Icesat Road to 
the East, Explorer Road to the North, Greenbelt Road to the South and NASA Goddard facilities to 
the West. The project will occur on a total of 4.35 acres, affecting 0.77 acres of 0.77 acres of exist-
ing forest as part of a Forest Conservation Plan (S19-16) submitted to the State of Maryland Forest 
Conservation Program.  The site is located in the Patuxent River Watershed, Western Branch Sub-
watershed (#02131103). Information about this project may be obtained by contacting the Southern 
Region Urban and Community Forestry Coordinator at (410) 360-9774 or the State Forest Conservation 
Program Coordinator at (410) 260-8511. 

Important Shred Day  
Announcement

Shred Day has been canceled  
until further notice.

We will keep you informed of when  
the next event will be taking place.

If you have questions or concerns feel free  
to contact the credit union.

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 
112 Centerway

Greenbelt, MD 20770 
301-474-5900

www.greenbeltfcu.com

Board Director Tom LeaMond, 
made a plea for assistance from 
the city to aid businesses to re-
cover, something to which the 
city is committed.  NDC asked 
for an expansion of their patio 
(which the city generally agrees 
with and whose prior approval 
is needed before applying for a 
county permit), the setting up of 
a low volume music stage and 
two outdoor restrooms.   

The music proposal expe-
rienced some pushback from 
Gretchen Schock of Bee Yoga 
Fusion, as it can interfere with 
their work due to the possible 
noise level. Compromises to keep 
it to weekends and evenings, and/
or to the parking lot areas were 
proposed. 

Leah Moon from DC Vegan 
said that even at the new 50 
percent capacity indoor/outdoor 
allowance, this would not be a 
sustainable, survivable percentage. 

Mayor Colin Byrd said he 
was aware that local businesses 
are doing the best they can at 
the moment and pledged city as-
sistance. 

Houses of worship are now 
allowed at 25 percent capacity, 
with Davis stressing that they 
are not businesses, but private 
entities. 

Recreation Department’s Joe 
McNeal and Greg Varda gave 
an update on their current plans.  
Regarding the Aquatic & Fit-
ness Center, the opening of the 
outdoor pool was set tentatively 
for early July.  Lap swimming 

will be attempted first, with eight 
to 10 people at a time, requiring 
a reservation for an hour ses-
sion, with a half hour cleaning 
between sessions.  Members and 
residents will be given priority 
for the time being, with special 
consideration shown for seniors; 
memberships will be extended to 
preserve the 12-month payment.  
Staff will need to be trained in 
safe, COVID-related procedures, 
like rescues.  Showering may be 
offered outside or required before 
using the facility.  The elimina-
tion of touch points is the focus; 
patrons will need to bring their 
own chairs. 

Doubles tennis at the courts 
was voted into reopening as was 
the skate park with appropriate 
signage and limited capacity, both 
deemed relatively safe.  Play-
ground use is being looked at, 
but will probably entail parent 
responsibility in their use; Public 
Works is still committed to an 
electrostatic cleaning two to three 
times a day. 

Varda asked for a safety plan 
from all youth groups that will be 
reviewed by his staff. 

The Community Center will 
likely experience a phased re-
opening with limited entrance 
and exit, with the Senior Center 
remaining closed until the end of 
the state of emergency. 

Varda reassured council of 
his department’s resiliency and 
ability to change quickly in this 
uncertain time. 

BUDGET continued from page 1

properties are assessed based 
upon the revenue stream they 
are expected to generate.  Staff 
estimated such abatements at $1.5 
million.  

Other taxes such as admissions 
and amusement taxes, hotel/motel 
tax, income tax and highway user 
revenues (from gas tax) together 
are expected to lessen revenues 
by $1.3 million. Fees, such as 
recreation fees, parking citations 
and red light and speed camera 
fines are also expected to be 
lower than usual, further lessen-
ing revenues by $842,200.  

On the plus side, the city will 
not have to transfer funds from 
its operating budget to reserve 
funds to support certain expen-
ditures nor match funds from a 
grant request that was denied.  
Together these will improve rev-
enues from the originally pro-
posed budget by $364,700.  The 
fine for parking tickets will be 
raised $10 to $50.  A motion by 
Councilmember Rodney Roberts 
to remove this increase from the 
budget was defeated on a 2-3 
vote, with Councilmember Silke 
Pope away from the call due to a 
household emergency. 

These changes, along with 
lower than expected interest and 
health insurance costs result in 
estimated FY21 revenues of 
$29.6 million. 

Expenditures
In order to balance the bud-

get, Ard proposed and council  
adopted deferring almost any 
expenditure that it could. Most 
vacant positions, except for rec-
reation director and an animal 
control officer, will be left un-
filled.  Only essential travel and 
training will be funded.  Training 
required to obtain certifications 
and/or comply with licensing 
requirements is considered es-
sential. All staff salary increases 
(cost of living and merit) will 
be deferred as will all purchases 
from the replacement fund and 
capital and building reserve proj-
ects not funded by grants. The 
planned compensation study will 
be deferred, and the architec-
tural space study will be deleted 
though some or all of it may be 
done using capital funds. 

These cuts resulted in estimat-
ed expenditures of $28.8 million, 
leaving a cushion of $480,035 
before having to use reserve 
funds and an anticipated end-
of-year reserve balance of 15.3 
percent of expenditures. 

Public Hearing
Prior to taking up the budget, 

council held a public hearing, 
as required by state law, on the 
fact that, although the tax rate 
will not change, higher assess-
ments will increase property tax 
revenues by $419,002.  To avoid 
increasing revenues solely due 
to assessment increases, the city 
would need to reduce its tax rate 
from the current rate of $0.8275 
per $100 of assessed value to 
$0.8076 per $100.  

Boxwood resident Rebecca 
Duncan called upon council both 
at the meeting and in an email to 
lower its tax rate to the constant 
yield rate. She noted that, since 
she purchased her home in 2004, 
her property taxes had risen each 
year due to increases in assessed 
valuations and/or the city tax 
rate.  She noted that many home-
owners have lost their jobs and 
are struggling to keep afloat. She 
accused the state and city gov-
ernments of capriciously raising 
assessments and rates to get ad-
ditional revenues.  Maintaining a 
budget that is filled with “nice to 
haves” has got to stop.  “I’m not 
seeing the value and I’m the one 
footing the bill,” she wrote. 

Resident Daniel Thies suggest-
ed that council consider adopting 
a “land value tax” which would 
allow the city to get revenue 
from parts of the city that are 
undeveloped or underutilized. 
Currently, this is only used in 
Pennsylvania, he said.  Resident 
Bill Orleans raised his annual call 
for council to more aggressively 
fight business requests to lower 
their assessed valuation. 

Councilmember Emmett Jor-
dan moved that council lower the 
city tax rate noting that Green-
belt has the 14th highest tax rate 
among the 150 municipalities in 
the Maryland Municipal League.  
His motion failed on a 2-4 vote 
with Jordan and Mayor Colin 
Byrd voting aye. 

The councilmembers voting 
against the motion had two major 
concerns.  The first was that Jor-
dan had not raised this proposal 
until late in the budget process so 
there had been no discussion of 
possible further cuts needed in re-
sponse to the revenue loss.  The 
second was that there is still a lot 
of uncertainty as to how quickly 
the county will reopen and how 
quickly businesses and residents 
will resume their pre-pandemic 
normal patterns of income and 
expenditures.  Jordan had called 
for funding this change by draw-
ing down city reserves, a move 
Roberts said would be irrespon-
sible. Revenue shortfalls in the 
current fiscal year have already 
reduced the reserves significantly. 

Councilmembers Judith Davis 
and Leta Mach pointed out that 
to cut expenditures further, the 
city would have to lay off staff, 
which council has generally tried 
to avoid. The councilmembers 
agreed that the budget will be 
reviewed as the fiscal year pro-
gresses so that they can make 
any necessary adjustments due to 
higher- or lower-than projected 
revenues. 

Zoom Meetings
Council appears to be get-

ting somewhat better at meeting 
over Zoom, with fewer calls for 
councilmembers to unmute them-
selves.  Residents generally par-
ticipate by phone, with no ability 
to electronically raise their hands 
for recognition.  Byrd suggested 
that callers mute themselves.  If 
they do not, he must mute those 
on the phone to eliminate the 
background noise.

Other Actions
Director of Public Works Jim 

Sterling reported that the work on 
the dam in Buddy Attick Park is 
complete, save for repairing some 
cracks in the spillway.  

Council accepted the Advi-
sory Planning Board’s report on 
the county planning staff’s draft 
Neighborhood Conservation Over-
lay Zone, to be discussed at a 
future council meeting, and gave 
final approval to a resolution sup-
porting the 10-year designation 
of a State Enterprise Zone within 
the city’s boundaries. 

Is your next customer 
worth $30? Place this 

ad and find out.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

Topic Activities and Constraints 
Outdoor dining 
in general 

If no outdoor dining area already approved needs 
city/county permission to implement or extend.  
If approved, okay. 

Outdoor 
dining, 
Roosevelt 
Center 

Expansion generally okay with council but not 
yet approved.  Doubt as to provision of 
additional city facilities, e.g. tents etc. 

Alcohol in 
Roosevelt 
Center 

May require change to city ordinances.  50 
percent capacity rule for indoor and outdoor 
seating permits alcohol where already permitted 

Houses of 
Worship 

Services now allowed at 25 percent of capacity 

Pool Tentatively early July. Proposed limited number 
of patrons, one-hour sessions, cleaning gaps, 
possibly outside showering required prior to 
entry.  Bring own chairs. 

Tennis Courts Doubles tennis now allowed. 
Playgrounds Opening remains under scrutiny.  Electrostatic 

cleaning multiple times daily is planned. 
Community 
Center 

Phased re-opening.  Senior Center remains 
closed until state of emergency is lifted. 
 

 

http://www.greenbeltfcu.com
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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April 2020, marked a mile-
stone anniversary of the Green-
belt Library at its current loca-
tion. The library has come a long 
way from its first humble abode 
nestled in the northeast corner 
of the Center Elementary School 
(now the Community Center) to 
its own two-level building with 
a capacity of 125,000 books and 
materials, a roomy children’s 
section, free classes and clubs 
for children, teens and adults and 
much more.

Patrons crossing the threshold 
of the cheerful and spacious li-
brary today may find it hard to 
imagine that for over 30 years 
the Greenbelt Library, opened 
in 1939 and operated as a city-
maintained facility, was located 
inside the Center School in a 
1,000 square foot space that held 
only 14,000 books.  A grant pro-
vided by the Farm Security Ad-
ministration, along with funds 
from the 1939 town budget, paid 
for a preliminary order of books, 
shelving and library supplies. 
Within a year of its opening, the 
library had more than 23,000 pa-
trons. Greenbelt librarians were 
busy with the 350 students at 
the school during the day and an 
average evening attendance of 95 
adults. The most popular selec-
tions of reading material at that 
time were biographies, literature 
and travel books.

By 1945, it was the county’s 
largest library and in 1955 joined 
the Prince George’s County Me-
morial Library System.  Even 
so, by this time, county system 
staff described it as overcrowded 
and, due to its location inside 
a school, it had accompanying 
heating and lighting problems. In 
a peculiar twist to these descrip-
tions, one that might make its 
way into the very novels lining 
the shelves, the staff also said 
that adults had “a psychological 
block about entering libraries 
located in schools.” If this is 
accurate, it surely added to the 
reasons to consider the move to 
a more suitable location. Inter-
est in a new library in Green-
belt grew and, in 1963, citizens 
formed a Library Association and 
the Greenbelt Advisory Planning 
Board appointed a library sub-
committee.

One of the issues surrounding 
the new library was location, lo-
cation, location – something that 
for years would hinder the move 
to a new site.  A number of ar-
eas were proposed and rejected 
for various reasons. Among the 
vetoed sites: the wooded area 
behind what is now the Green-
belt Arts Center because it was 
too far from the Center; a site 
near the fire department, again 
because of its distance from the 
Center, as well as the continu-
ous disturbance of the sirens; 
and land near the National Guard 
Armory, because of the danger to 
pedestrians of a building near a 
busy intersection.

Another suggested site was 
land next to the post office 
owned by Greenbelt Consumer 
Services (now the Greenbelt Con-
sumer Cooperative, or Co-op). 
There was discussion of whether 
to spend the $15,000 to acquire 
the land; however, there was 
quite a lot of citizen pushback, 
given that city-owned sites al-

From the Archives

Library to Celebrate Its 50
Years in Today’s Building

by Jeannette Connors

As these photos taken in 1942 show, the library served both the  
elementary school and, then, the entire community after school.

- Photos by Marjory Collins, courtesy of the Library of Congress

ready existed that might have 
been better options.  In the end, 
the site ultimately chosen – and 
where the library stands today 
– was made available by the 
County Board of Education.

Obtaining the required funds 
was another obstacle in the re-
alization of the new library. 
Through the tireless efforts of 
citizens groups, county represen-
tatives and the county legislative 
delegation, the financing issue 
was resolved and in late 1965, 
the necessary resources were 
earmarked for a new library in 
Greenbelt in the following year’s 
county budget.

Five years later, on Wednes-
day, April 8, 1970, after clos-
ing for a week to move from 
the Center School to the new 
building, the Greenbelt Library 
opened.

The library recently underwent 
renovations including a revamped 
main section and updated chil-
dren’s section, as well as new 
carpeting and new shelving. A 

celebration to mark the 50th anni-
versary will take place at the Li-
brary on a date to be determined.

The information in this ar-
ticle was obtained from articles 
published in the Greenbelt Co-
operator in 1938-1940 and in 
News Reviews from 1964-1970. 
Digital versions of nearly all 
issues of these papers are avail-
able at greenbeltnewsreview.com/
archives, although the text in 
some pdfs is hard to read. Newly 
scanned papers from 1964-1993 
have been posted on the Inter-
net Archive (archive.org/details/
greenbelt-news-review) as part 
of the Greenbelt Archive Proj-
ect (see greenbeltarchive.org). 
New scans of Cooperators from 
1937-1943 can be viewed at  
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/
sn89061521. For more informa-
tion contact newsreview.archive@
gmail.com. 

Obits cont'd from p.4
mentor and teacher. He partici-
pated in everything from Girl 
Scouts, Indian Guides, soccer, 
track and science fairs to tax 
preparation, wine club and his 
physics friends, caregivers and 
widowers clubs. He always want-
ed to be useful to someone and 
truly believed that if he could 
help provide any comfort or in-
formation that it was worth do-
ing.

There were no short conversa-
tions with Bob. He could spend 
an hour just catching up with 
you because he enjoyed your 
company and friendship, purely 
and genuinely.

The family will be hosting 
a memorial service via Zoom 
on Saturday, June 27 at 1 p.m. 
Contact the family via email: 
link2kate@gmail.com with any 
questions and for the memo-
rial service login information, or 
check the Greig Family Facebook 
page prior to the service. An in-
person Celebration of Life me-
morial service will be held after 
pandemic restrictions have been 
lifted. Details will be shared via 
the Greig Family Facebook page 
and through the Greenbelt News 
Review. 

-  Kate Greig

James Cooley
James Lawrence Cooley, 

longtime Greenbelt resident and 
NASA mathematician, died of 
complications of COVID-19 on 
April 28, 2020.

He was born in Northampton, 
Mass., and raised in a rural area 
in nearby Pelham. He graduated 
from the University of Massa-
chusetts at Amherst with a bach-

elor’s degree in math in 1960 and 
married fellow student Brenda 
Brizzolari a year later, after she 
earned her degree in education.

Mr. Cooley earned a master’s 
degree in math from Pennsylvania 
State University in 1962 and the 
couple settled in Maryland the 
following year when he landed 
a job with NASA as the nation 
was making a push to put men 
on the moon.

For more than three decades, 
Mr. Cooley devoted his mathe-
matics talent to the nation’s space 
program, tackling challenges such 
as the orbital mechanics of satel-
lites and puzzling out various 
aspects of mission design for 
Goddard Space Flight Center. By 
the time he retired from Goddard 
in 1997, Mr. Cooley had risen to 
become an aerospace engineer 
with supervisory duties.

The Cooleys spent the next 
20 years living in retirement in 
Greenbelt, relishing visits from 
their children and grandchildren 
and rooting for the Terrapins 
sports teams at the University of 
Maryland. For many years, Mr. 
Cooley also enjoyed jogging and 
wine tasting. A few years ago, 
the Cooleys moved to the Rider-
wood retirement community in 
Silver Spring. 

He is survived by his wife, 
his daughter Deborah Cooley 
of Greenbelt and son Andrew 
of Crofton, two granddaughters 
and a great-grandson. The fam-
ily was unable to say goodbye 
to their father in person because 
of pandemic restrictions. They 
plan to bury his remains in his 
native Massachusetts at some 
point soon.

Participants prepare for the Greenbelt Rally for Justice in front 
of Mishkan Torah. Rabbi Saul Oresky stands in the doorway.

- Photos by Melanie Hall

Yael Fischman, Jonathan (Yoni) Charry, Avigayil Fischman-
Charry and Nava Fischman-Charry participate in the June 
7 event.

Rally for Justice

http://greenbeltnewsreview.com/archives
http://greenbeltnewsreview.com/archives
http://archive.org/details/greenbelt-news-review
http://archive.org/details/greenbelt-news-review
http://greenbeltarchive.org
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89061521
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89061521
mailto:newsreview.archive@gmail.com
mailto:newsreview.archive@gmail.com
mailto:link2kate@gmail.com
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Letters continued from page 2
as regulating the actions of its 
members that may be enforced by 
the imposition of penalties such 
as convictions or prison time. We 
cannot lose sight that laws are 
stronger than orders that can be 
consistently and quickly changed 
by a non-elected official such as 
a police chief, watch commander 
or commissioner.  

This Act will be a law that 
will officially be put in place by 
our elected officials, (whom we 
voted in to pass laws to protect 
all of us), and will properly hold 
all offending officers accountable 
to the full extent of the law they 
have sworn to uphold. The GFJP 
Act is important because it is 
a law, not an order that can be 
ignored. Our mayor of Greenbelt, 
of our own Emerald City, has 
stated that our city is the Great-
est City on Planet Earth and our 
city deserves to have laws that 
protect and hold accountable all 
of its residents, equally. Our city 
deserves to be on the right side 
of history.  

B. Ric Gordon 

Another Perspective
I am writing in response to 

the article in the June 11 Green-
belt News Review from retired 
Greenbelt Police Officer, John 
Rogers (Mayor’s Draft:  Reason-
able Proposal or Political Tool?).  
Mr. Rogers gave his perspective 
on Mayor Colin Byrd’s frontpage 
article in the June 4 News Re-
view (Byrd: Floyd Death a Hor-
rific Tragedy/ Our Way Forward) 
where the mayor announced his 
proposed legislation, the “Green-
belt Fair and Just Policing Act 
of 2020.” 

While Mr. Rogers is entitled 
to his opinion, I believe he gross-
ly mischaracterized Byrd’s words 
and motivations. I encourage 
others to judge for themselves by 
reading both articles.  

The goals of the mayor’s leg-
islation are to “help protect the 
civil rights of civilians in Green-
belt and to address issues of 
police accountability, misconduct 
and use of force.”   The compo-
nents of the proposed legislation 
are in service to those worthy 
goals.  Mr. Rogers’ critique never 
addressed the substance or wor-
thiness of the legislative com-
ponents.  Instead, he argued that 
the legislation was unnecessary 
because some (notably not all) 
of the components are already in 
the Greenbelt Police Department’s 
General Orders.    

What Mr. Rogers leaves out 
is that there is a very important 
distinction between General Or-
ders and legislation that speaks 
to the necessity of the legislation. 
Changes to General Orders can 
be unilaterally made by the police 
chief at any time and without 
public input. Changes codified in 
legislation require direct council 
action giving greater accountabil-
ity to the public.  Further, while 
the Police Chief directly reports 
to a single person, councilmem-
bers have a greater level of ac-
countability to Greenbelt residents 
as a whole. 

So while Mr. Rogers pointedly 
accuses the mayor of trying to 
“mislead the public into believ-
ing” there is a need for legisla-
tion, I would argue it is Mr. 
Rogers who has tried to mislead 
the public into believing that 
there is no benefit to legislation.  
Additionally, the mayor made a 
symbolic case for the need of the 

legislation saying, “I believe that 
to put a comprehensive law like 
this on the books that addresses 
these issues elevates the serious-
ness with which the city takes 
these issues, and it puts a greater 
premium on officers doing the 
right thing.”

Mr. Rogers then resorted to 
personal attacks, cynically ques-
tioning Byrd’s motivations by 
stating that his proposed legisla-
tion “appears to serve no other 
purpose than to be a political tool 
designed to take advantage of 
tragedy and create dissension and 
division between the Greenbelt 
Police Department and the civil-
ian populace.”  

Putting aside that the politi-
cally safe play would probably be 
to keep silent on the hot-button 
issue of police reform, I found 
the mayor’s public appeal for the 
Greenbelt community to work 
with him on police reform to be 
honest, transparent and heartfelt. 
Byrd’s pledge to work with his 
“colleagues on the city council, 
with staff and with the police 
department” to “get this right” 
was unifying, not divisive as Mr. 
Rogers contends. In contrast, it is 
Mr. Rogers who is being divisive 
by portraying any move toward 
considering change as a signifi-
cant threat to officers and public 
safety. 

Mr. Rogers said he does not 
condone using politics “in a way 
to negatively misrepresent or 
mischaracterize an issue or group 
of people.” I agree. But I dis-
agree with his implication that 
the Mayor’s article and proposed 
legislation did such a thing. In 
fact, Byrd was justifiably careful 
not to lump our Greenbelt Police 
Department in with some other 
departments in the nation that 
have experienced egregious and 
continued problems with exces-
sive force. The mayor thanked 
“all the good men and women of 
the Greenbelt Police Department 
that do good work to protect the 

people of Greenbelt and that treat 
our residents and visitors with 
dignity and respect.” Byrd did 
acknowledge the obvious, that 
“when it comes to race relations 
and policing, Minneapolis is not 
the only city in America with 
issues.”  

Given a well-documented (and 
videoed) nationwide issue with 
excessive use of force by police 
disproportionately used against 
Black people, Mr. Rogers’ re-
flexive opposition to those seek-
ing change is tone-deaf to the 
real pain being expressed by 
people across the nation peace-
fully protesting police violence.  
Mr. Rogers’ hyperbolic assertion 
that by simply proposing legisla-
tion, “battle lines” are now “be-
ing drawn in Greenbelt and the 
result is going to be police vs. 
everyone” is absurd as evidenced 
by the many peaceful vigils in 
Greenbelt attended by all manner 
of residents, government officials 
and members of our Greenbelt 
Police Department. Instead of 
“battle lines,” Greenbelt police 
officers stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
with Greenbelt residents at the 
local vigils in a welcome sign of 
humility and solidarity.  

Now is not the time to employ 
rhetoric suggestive of further 
conflict and division.  Now is 
the time for us to come together 
in good faith to ensure that all 
members of our community are 
protected and served by all mem-
bers of our Greenbelt Police 
Department.  Rather than waiting 
for a tragedy in our own com-
munity to spur action, I applaud 
Byrd’s proactive push to make 
our great city a model for the 
nation. 

Katie Pugliese

Love This Community
I’ve been blessed to live in 

Old Greenbelt for over 26 years. 
One of the things I love most 
about our community is our tradi-
tion of activism for justice, espe-

cially on behalf of those whose 
voice is silenced by unthinking 
bigotry. Each of us should be 
comfortable with our own in-
dividuality, race and religious 
or political preferences, etc. As 
long as preferences are expressed 
peacefully, with no animosity 
towards contrary views, that’s an 
ideal. 

God loves us all. We ought 
to love one another. Even those 
who have failed us. Love doesn’t 
mean approval, but it does mean 
hope that the person chooses the 
best path from here onward and 
minimizes his harm toward others 
and himself. Love the 95 percent 
of each ethnic group or gen-
der who never violate the rights 
of another, but love also those 
who have failed us. Love those 
who favor a different balance of 
governmental versus individual 
spending as the best means of 
progress for all. 

Love George Floyd, even if 
he had been flawed in his dif-
ficult past. Love Officer Chauvin, 
even if a jury rightly sends him 
to prison. Love a foolish in-
toxicated man, Rayshard Brooks, 
who resisted police in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and died at the hands of 
an officer who may also be justly 
sentenced to prison. Love that 
officer even as he is held fully 
accountable. 

And love more than half a 
million law enforcement officers 
nationwide who faithfully protect 
and serve daily under very diffi-
cult and dangerous circumstances 
you and I don’t have to face. It 
is mostly because of their service 
that we have that security and 
the precious right of peaceful 
protest. We have seen the results 
of lawlessness recently, and that 
is not what protesters want, and 
it is not what Greenbelters want. 

I hope that a Greenbelter in 
a MAGA hat passing by another 
Greenbelter wearing a Black 
Lives Matter T-shirt at Roosevelt 
Center will smile, greet each 

other warmly, and possibly pause 
for an energetic, but totally re-
spectful chat, then continue their 
day thoroughly appreciative of 
each other’s good will. I hope a 
police officer greeting any group 
of teens in front of Generous 
Joe’s will be met with sincerely 
friendly greetings and maybe 
some high fives. 

You may say I’m dreamin’, 
but I’m not the only one. I hope 
some day you will... 

You al l  decide how that 
thought should end. 

Tom Fishbeck

Thanks to Co-op Staff
Dan Gillotte and the entire 

staff of the Greenbelt Co-op Su-
permarket deserve major thanks 
and kudos for all of their won-
derful work during this difficult 
time. I’m writing in particular, 
though, to thank them for setting 
up online ordering and curbside 
pickup so quickly and keeping it 
working so well!

I am so grateful that they’ve 
made it possible to continue 
shopping at our beloved Co-op in 
a way that minimizes the health 
risks to both customers and staff, 
without putting extra people 
(e.g., outside contractors) at risk. 
Even in the absence of a pan-
demic, this added level of service 
and convenience would have 
been a fantastic development. 
But given the current COVID-19 
situation, it is truly a gift to the 
community.

Thank you, Dan! Thank you, 
Co-op staff!

Adena Galinsky

See and Know
Published in 1940, Richard 

Wright’s novel Native Son paints 
a vivid image of the racial cli-
mate in America.  Set amid a 
driving blizzard – metaphor in-
tended – Wright detailed the piec-

See LETTERS, page 11
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VIGIL continued from page 1

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Stabbing
June 7, 3:46 p.m., Crescent 

Road near Kenilworth Avenue. 
Officers responded to a report 
of a stabbing and located a man 
suffering from an apparent stab 
wound to his upper leg. He said 
he was involved in a verbal alter-
cation with an acquaintance and 
then fled to avoid further con-
frontation. He passed by another 
man, who stabbed him in the leg 
for unknown reasons and fled 
toward Kenilworth Avenue. The 
injured man was transported to 
a local hospital for treatment of 
non-life-threatening injuries.

Reckless Endangerment
June 7, 11:59 p.m., 6126 

Breezewood Drive. A witness 
observed a black Ford Mustang 
pull into the parking lot, where 
the driver displayed a handgun 
and fired a single shot into the 
air. He fled on Breezewood Drive 
toward Edmonston Road.

Fraud
June 5, 11:11 a.m., 7600 Ora 

Glen Drive. A woman placed 
a letter containing a money or-
der in the mail at the Greenbelt 
Post Office in April. It was later 
discovered that the name on the 
money order had been changed 
and it was cashed by an unknown 
person.

June 6, 12:15 p.m., 6226 
Greenbelt Road. Two men entered 
Capital One Bank and attempted 
to cash fraudulent checks. When 
the bank confirmed they were 
fraudulent, the men fled. Charges 
are pending on two men possibly 
involved.

Burglary
June 5, 5:25 a.m., 6500 Capi-

tol Drive. Entry to the Capitol 
Cadillac dealership was made 
by breaking a door. Nothing ap-
peared to have been taken.

June 10, 7:26 a.m., 5904 
Cherrywood Terrace. Officers re-

REQUEST A MEAL
DONATE A MEAL

 MCFcc.org/FeedGreenbelt
Each $10 donation provides 1 reheatable meal to a Greenbelt resident in need. Meals are balanced
and delicious. They are made from whole foods and are free from chemicals and preservatives.  
 
Meals are offered on Wednesdays and Saturdays for contactless pickup at The New Deal Cafe front
patio from 4:30pm-5pm. Free contactless delivery is available.  The signup deadline is Sunday noon
for the following Wednesday & Saturday.

Hosted by DC Vegan and MCF Community Church

 
ESI has the leading indoor environmental inspectors in 

 DC, Maryland, and Virginia.
 

When ESI inspects your property,everything is documented and 
photographed to assist in determining a prioritized plan of 

action for resolving existing problems and preventing future challenges.

ESI's services include, but are not limited to:
Mold testing/ Indoor Air Quality
Remediation Management
LEED IEQ
Asbestos & Lead sampling
Bacteria testing
Volatile Organic Compound testing

 

Formaldehyde testing
Radon testing
Smoke and Nicotine testing
Complete Water analysis & Legionella
Silica testing
Legal Support

 

sponded to a report of a burglary 
of a vacant apartment. An adult 
was located and identified and 
then sent on his way. Charges are 
pending.

Vandalism
June 5, 9 a.m., 99 Centerway. 

The skateboard park was vandal-
ized using spray-paint.

June 8, 11:57 p.m., 9106 Ed-
monston Court. The lock to the 
front door of a residence was 
vandalized.

June 10, 11:20 a.m., 9126 
Springhill Lane. The front win-
dow of an apartment dwelling 
was broken out.

Vehicle Crime
A white 2003 Ford F-350 

pickup truck with Maryland tags 
2DG4784 was taken from the 
5900 block Cherrywood Lane.

A purse, sunglasses and pre-
scription medicine were taken 
from an unlocked vehicle in Bud-
dy Attick Park and an iPad was 
taken from a possibly unlocked 
vehicle in the 6700 block Village 
Park Drive.

Windows were broken out in 
three vehicles prior to thefts. A 
carry bag and can of disinfectant 
were taken from Ora Glen Drive 
near Ora Court; a wallet and per-
sonal documents were taken from 
the 7200 block Hanover Drive; 
and a jar of change, cash app 
card and driver’s license from the 
8200 block Mandan Court.

Four attempted thefts oc-
curred when windows were bro-
ken out and vehicles rummaged 
through but nothing appeared to 
have been taken at 7807 Man-
dan Road, Morrison Drive near 
Frankfort Drive, Mandan Road 
near Mandan Court, and Edmon-
ston Road near Edmonston Court.

Vandalism occurred at 9160 
Edmonston Road, where a front 
passenger window was broken 
out.

FORUM continued from page 1

I was a passenger in a car 
with a friend who did a roll-
ing stop through a stop sign.  I 
reminded her that the area is 
frequently patrolled by police and 
she could get a ticket.  “Yeah, I 
could, but you will probably be 
shot.”  She’s white.  I’m black. 

She spoke these words prior 
to George Floyd, Breonna Taylor 
and Ahmaud Arbery.  There had 
been enough headlines: 12-year-
old Tamir Rice shot to death 
playing in a park; Atatiana Jef-
ferson shot inside her home as 
she played video games with her 
nephew; Botham Jean eating ice 
cream in his apartment, Philando 
Castile shot in front of his child.  
Unfortunately, the list goes on.   

The killing of black folks is 
a public health crisis; it is a 
societal crisis.  It requires – no, 
it demands – that we as a com-
munity respond holistically.  It 
demands that our community do 
an inventory of police procedures 

My Perspective

Now Is the Time to Discuss How
To Protect the Rights of Citizens

by René Sewell-Raysor

and practices.  It demands that 
de-escalation of critical incidents 
training be ongoing.  When a 
volcano erupts it is not usu-
ally the first sign.  It is just that 
earlier rumblings were ignored.  
While local stories of police be-
havior do not rise to the level of 
an investigation, we count those 
as rumblings prior to an eruption.   

A reader asked if police re-
form is a reasonable proposal 
or a political ploy? When First 
Amendment Rights to protest are 
shrouded in tear-inducing clouds 
on television and the debate be-
comes whether it was tear gas 
or pepper spray.  Or when the 
right of peaceful protest erodes 
before our eyes on national TV.  
Or when we see a police force in 
military gear and protestors have 
become combatants and “to serve 
and protect” is no longer prac-
ticed. Or the failure to prove guilt 
(malice) in the Freddie Gray in-
cident is construed as innocence.  

Or when we witness the callous 
inaction of officers while another 
officer kneels on a human be-
ing’s neck for 8 minutes and 46 
seconds as he cries out “I can’t 
breathe.”  It demands a Greenbelt 
Fair and Just Policing Act.

Debate the finer points of the 
law. Protect the rights of all citi-
zens. Recognize the implicit bias 
that informs our behaviors and 
be intentional in calling it out.  
Silence is no defense. Rules gov-
erning police behavior buried in 
a handbook do not substitute for 
a law that clearly defines a resi-
dent’s rights.  As per the writer’s 
reference, The Law Enforcement 
Officers’ Bill of Rights “protects 
law enforcement personnel from 
investigation and prosecution dur-
ing performance of their duties.”  
So, Mr. Mayor, Greenbelt City 
Council, the police department 
and citizens, let the conversations 
begin.

Police officers would be required 
to intervene to stop excessive 
or unnecessary force used by 
another officer. Byrd’s proposal 
contains numerous other poli-
cies relating to limiting the use 
of force.  

Byrd’s proposal also contains 
language addressing transparency 
by, among other things, prohib-
iting Greenbelt officers from 
turning off their body cameras 
and requiring the city to make 
known to the public within 72 
hours any serious use of force, 
identifying the officers involved.  
In order to improve oversight 
of the city police department, 
a civilian police accountability 

board would be established and 
would have the authority to in-
vestigate complaints of police 
misconduct.  Additional policy 
proposals ban military vehicles, 
ban racial profiling, eliminate the 
five-day waiting period before 
an officer can be interviewed in 
an investigation, expand mental 
health resources and prohibit the 
hiring of officers with a history 
of serious misconduct. 

Anyone wishing to partici-
pate in the virtual dialogue must 
RSVP by email to colinabyrd@
gmail.com, giving the name of 
the participant.  A link will be 
emailed to participants on Friday, 
June 26 at 5 p.m.

7 p.m., to be held on the Spell-
man Overpass spanning the Bal-
timore Washington Parkway. The 
other Juneteenth event, called the 
Greenbelt Juneteenth Emancipa-
tion Celebration, will be held 
on Saturday, June 20 at 7 p.m. 
This event will take place out-
side the Community Clinic, 9220 
Springhill Lane, and is sponsored 
by the Greenbelt Black History 
Committee and the Franklin Park 
Community Pride Committee. Ac-
cording to Wikipedia, Juneteenth, 
also known as Freedom Day, 
Jubilee Day and Cel-Liberation 
Day, is celebrated annually on 
June 19 and commemorates June 
19, 1865, when Union general 
Gordon Granger read orders in 
Galveston, Texas, that all previ-
ously enslaved people in Texas 
were free.

People gather for the candlelight vigil at Ora Glen and Hanover 
Parkway in Greenbelt East on Saturday, June 13.
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Send Us Your High 
Resolution Photos!

The News Review encour-
ages readers to send in photos 
of Greenbelt landmarks, activi-
ties and the changing seasons. 
Photos should be at least 300 
dpi, and must include the name 
of the photographer and a cap-
tion. The caption must name 
any identifiable people in the 
photo, as well as explain the 
picture. 

If you are sending pho-
tos from your phone, please 
choose the option to send "ac-
tual size", or upload the photos 
to your computer first and then 
email the photos at full size. 
Send photos to editor@green-
beltnewsreview.com.

www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
mailto:colinabyrd@gmail.com
mailto:colinabyrd@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703

  
                                            

Personal Injury, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, DUI, Business Law &
Incorporation, Estate Planning & Administration, and

G.H.I. Settlements

66330055  IIvvyy  LLaannee,,  SSuuiittee  440088,,  GGrreeeennbbeelltt,,  MMDD  2200777700
330011--222200--33111111

LAW OFFICES OF
PATRICK J. MCANDREW, LLC.

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men

301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Frances Fendlay 240-481-3851
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749
Valerie Pierce: 301-802-4336
Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233
Christina Doss: 410-365-6769
Sean Rooney: 410-507-3337

OPEN HOUSE Sun. 1-3

Broker/Realtor
7829 Belle Point Drive
Greenbelt, MD 20770
O�ce: 301-441-1071
Cell: 410-790-5099
rich4realty@msn.com

Richard Cantwell

CENTER
Greenbelt’s Realty Experts!

1 J Gardenway  
2 Bedroom 1 bath

                         

                                    
                         
       

                              
                                

         65 Ridge Road Unit C $308,900         
4 Bedroom 2.5 bath, 3 level GHI home, 

hardwood floors and central HVAC

4912 42nd Place Hyattsville $407,000
3 Bedroom 3 bath tudor style home 

in the heart of the Arts District,
Hyattsville 

Masks required

��������

Open House June 20th 1-3

8353 Canning  Terrace $265,000
3 Bedroom 2.5 bath with new roof,
new windows and updated baths 

 

�

For Sale

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15).  Dead-
line 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready 
ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

Classified Ads
Drop ads and payments in 

the mail slot in the exterior 
door of the News Review of-
fice. The door is located to 
the left of the main entrance 
on the east side of the Com-
munity Center (side closest to  
Roosevelt Center and the Mu-
nicipal Building). Contact the 
ad desk at 301-474-4131 or 
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com.

HELP WANTED

INSURANCE SALES Support Posi-
tion.  Beltsville Maryland Insurance 
Agency is looking to fill a part time 
sales support position Monday through 
Thursday 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM and Fri-
day 12:00 to 5:00 PM.  Agency offers 
13 major lines of insurance including 
auto, property, life and commercial.  
Opportunity is for customer-oriented 
individuals.  Interested parties please 
call 240 965-1070

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST, SHAMPOO HELP and nail 
tech. If you have a good following and 
remain employed with me for the term 
of one year, I will pay a $1,000 bonus 
at the end of the first year.  Dominick’s 
in Greenbelt.  301-980-9200.

MERCHANDISE

Free Day Lilies, you dig. 301-474-
2219. 

STAIR LIFTS – Never walk up steps 
again!  Buy new or certified pre-owned 
stair lifts at reduced prices.  Installa-
tion, lifetime warranty and free service 
contract included.  Call (301) 448-5254

NOTICES

BLACK LIVES MATTER

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS,  
A 12-step support group for people 
with over and under eating and other 
problems with food.  Meets Monday 
at 7:30. Attend by Zoom or phone. For 
info, call 240-305-3433

REAL ESTATE – RENT

ROOM WANTED. $750, flexible.  
Professional, non-smoking female, 50+ 
seeks own room in historic Greenbelt.  
Voting for Biden.  Strictly following 
COVID -19 guidelines.  Please call: 
240-593-0444

SERVICES

LAWN & ORDER Q&A #2: “How 
can I have a low-maintenance yard?”  
A)Ins ta l l  a  hardwood baske t -
ball court in the front yard and ce-
ment tennis court in the back yard.  
B) Moats and drawbridges help with 
social distancing during pandemics 
C) Gasoline and a match.  Not on 
windy days and not if you have  
a  f r a m e  r e s i d e n c e . 
D )  C a l l  D e n n i s  a t  L a w n 
a n d  O r d e r  a t  2 4 0 - 2 6 4 - 7 6 3 8  
Answer to last week’s quiz is A, B, C 
and D.

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, wireless checkup, 
anti-virus, firewall, -etc. 240-601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

COOLING AND HEATING – We 
specialize in installing Mistubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes.  Call Mike at H & C Heating 
and Cooling, 301-953-2113.  Licensed 
and insured since 1969.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reasonable 
rates!  References available.  Patti, 
301-910-0050.

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL. 
Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC – Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, drywall, LEAF REMOVAL, 
landscape design, flower beds, bucket 
truck services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com. 
301-318-5472. Insured.  Visa, Master-
Card, Discover.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Week, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering. Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies 
slides to DVD. LP records to CD. (H) 
240-295-3994, (C) 703-216-7293.

PAINTING SERVICES: Interior/Ex-
terior painting.  Drywall work; minor 
repairs.  Including sheds, fences, decks, 
additions.  Over 20-years experience.  
Please call 240-461-9056.  

DAVE’S PLUMBING SERVICE – Re-
pair/replace or remodel. Free estimates. 
240-470-5450.  

ANGELA’S  HOUSE CLEAN -
ING – Cleaning your home like my 
own, at reasonable prices. Refer-
ence available in Greenbelt.  Ten 
years  professional  experience.   
AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com or 240-
645-5140.

DAVE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE – 
Drywall work, painting interior/exte-
rior, light construction, trim work, deck 
and shed repairs, cleaning and sealing. 
443-404-0449

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-742-0364

We're Open

http://www.continentalmovers.net
mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
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Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

 Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

Family owned and operated
4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707  
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
  

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

Realty 1, Inc. 
Our 33rd Year in Greenbelt 

330011  998822--00004444       
R1MD.com 

Linda Ivy 301-675-0585 
Mark Riley 301-792-3638 

H. Dwayne Taylor - 301-323-8384 
 

Leonard Wallace - Broker            
301-675-9036 

The Leader in 
Greenbelt Real Estate 

 

2-Story Rambler 3BR, 2BA home with 
walkout basement & wood stove.  
Large fenced yd. w/wood deck, patio & 
shed. 3-Car driveway.  $314,900 
Addition With Full Bath Downstairs 
2 BR GHI townhome with large family 
room/bedroom on main level.  Com-
pletely remodeled - opened kitchen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Living  55+Community 2Br 
2Ba condo w/fireplace & more! Remod-
eled w/new kitchen, modern baths, 
sunlit enclosed patio, new carpt & paint. 
Cape Cod Home  Investors - priced to 
sell!  3BR, 1 1/2 BA home with large 
fenced yard & 2 sheds.  Sep. dining 
rm., br & full bath on mn. lev. $208,900 
Estate Sale GHI 2 Bedroom townhome 
with hardwood floors, opened kitchen & 
breakfast bar.  Large fenced backyard 
opens onto protected woodlands. 
Single Level Living Lower level 1-
bedroom GHI townhome - no stairs!  
Large wood deck in fenced backyard 
provides plenty of room for entertaining. 
Large floorplan w/addition Half bath 
on main level.  Masonry townhome w/
fenced backard & brick patio.  Zoned 
HVAC system, 11’ x 17’ master br. 
Cape Cod SFH 3br 2 1/2ba home with 
rem. Kitchen, above-ground pool & 
wrap-around deck.  Finished basement 
with family room and office space. 
Townhome with 2 additions 2 bed-
room GHI home on fenced, corner lot.  
Large family room addition in back, 
extra storage in front.  Central HVAC. 
4 Bedroom 3 Level Townhome Mas-
ter bedroom & full bath on main level.  
Opened remodeled kitchen, fireplace in 
lr.  Backs to protected woodlands. 
Townhome with addition 2 br town-
home w front laundry/office addition.  
Opened kitchen w/passthru & pantry.  
Fenced backyard with large deck. 
Charlestowne Village Single-level 1-
br condo in Greenbelt - no stairs!  Par-
quet flooring throughout.  Remodeled 
kit. With S/S appliances.  $149,900 
Addition - Backs to Woodlands 
Completely remodeled throughout; half 
bath on main level.  Zoned HVAC sys-
tem.  Fenced yard, shed & raised deck. 
Brick Townhome 2 Bedroom GHI 
townhome remodeled throughout.  
Modern kitchen with s/s dishwasher.  
Hardwood both levels.  $169,900 
Upper Level One Bedroom GHI home 
with full-sized washer and dryer in 
separate laundry room.  Refinished 
hardwood flooring throughout.  Nice! 
2 BR Townhome Remodeled GHI 
home w/ new carpet fresh paint & ce-
ramic bath.  Priced to sell at $124,900  

Need to reach us right away?  
Text ‘Greenbelt’ to 8888000000 on 
your cell phone and get an in-
stant response!  We can show 
you any listing in Greenbelt.   

Scan here with your  
cell phone and go 
directly to our web-
site!  Search all of 
the MLS and more. 

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

SOLDSOLD  

Your Greenbelt Specialists 
In Roosevelt Center 

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

Susan Barker 
Realtor 

Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.675.1873 

Susan@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
 

Sarah V. Liska  
Real Estate Broker 
Owner of Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
Sarah@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
 

65A RIDGE RD 13H HILLSIDE 8F SOUTHWAY 

OPEN SATURDAY! 

 

Looking to Sell? 
In the last month, Freedom 
Realty has placed ALL our 

available homes Under Con-
tract!  Be our next Seller in a 

market that is starting to come 
to life!! (We have some Coming 

Soon Inventory coming out!) 
For a free home valuation,  
Call Sarah @ 301.385.0523! 

 

 The Market is 
Opening Up—at a 

Safe Social Distance! 
 
If you are thinking of selling 
and feel safe doing so, this is 
a great time! Right now we 
have more buyers than 
sellers. We are working with 
several fully qualified buyers, 
and there is a serious 
shortage of inventory!  
 
Be in touch. 301-789-6294 
  

• Buyers, let’s talk by 
phone or video 
conference on goal-
setting and connecting 
with the right lender for 
preapproval. We’re only 
showing houses to pre-
approved buyers to 
minimize everyone’s 
exposure, so this is your 
first step.  

 
• Sellers: let’s plan your 

best sales strategy and 
get your house show-
ready. It’s time to get 
your house shined up 
and looking great! We 
have contractors ready 
to work. 

 

Kim Kash 
301-789-6294 

kkash@caprikarealty.com 
www.caprikarealty.com 

 
 
	

Office: 410-571-4080 

Letters continued from page 8
es of society which quite liter-
ally covered and suffocated Black 
America. Eighty years ago Wright 
portrayed a young black man 
named Bigger Thomas. Eighty 
years in which a racial wealth 
gap resulting from intentional 
political action persists and a 
cycle of police brutality and mass 
incarceration continues. Eighty 
years since Wright declared “the 
mere act of understanding Bigger 
Thomas will be a thawing out of 
icebound impulses, a dragging of 
the sprawling forms of dread out 
of the night of fear into the light 
of reason, an unveiling of the un-
conscious ritual of death in which 
we, like sleep-walkers, have 
participated so dreamlike and 
thoughtlessly.”  Bigger Thomas is 
Black America.  Wright’s notion 
of “icebound impulses,” and soci-
ety’s participation as “sleep-walk-
ers” in an “unconscious ritual of 
death” represent prejudice and an 
often collective silence on racial 
injustice. 

At the end of  the novel 
Wright urges “that we see and 
know.”  We are at this crossroads 
today – and we can no longer be 
bystanders.  As Greenbelters, we 
often pride ourselves on being 
progressive and inclusive.  “See 
and know.” Wright urges individ-
uals to actively view and value 
Black America.  To learn about 
and understand Black America.  
It will not bring lives back or 
solve societal problems overnight.  
But to “see and know” is where 
we must start.  Over the coming 
days I encourage us as a city to 
stay informed, to acknowledge 
the disparities in our country – 
and our own community – to 
educate ourselves, to find ways to 
advocate for legislative change, to 
have uncomfortable yet necessary 
conversations with our neighbors, 
children and strangers.  In the 
court case that closes the novel, 
Bigger’s attorney argues, “you 
cannot kill this man ... for we 
have made it plain that we do not 
recognize he lives.”  Bigger may 
have been fictional but George 
Floyd – and so many others – 
are not.  Let us “see and know,” 
let us be active participants in 
dismantling systemic racism, not 
just now, but until this change we 
so desperately need arrives.  For 
401 years the actions and inac-
tions of American society have 
said Black Lives Don’t Matter.  
Let us now do our part in ensur-
ing society does in fact recognize 
Black Lives Matter.

Ian Gleason

Witness to Incidents
The recent news about police 

has brought to mind two instances 
that I had about five years ago to 
witness Greenbelt Police officers 
in action with African Americans.

The first was one afternoon 
at the Labor Day Festival. I was 
staffing the Baha’i button-making 
booth across from the ice cream 
booth, and I saw a group of three 
young teenagers at the end of the 
row hurling a football back and 
forth, frequently missing. Noting 
the many festivalgoers passing by, 
including the elderly and children 
in strollers, a man from our booth 
went over and suggested to the 
young men that someone could 
get hurt. They continued their 
play, however, so we contacted 
the festival authorities, who called 
the police, who were conveniently 
stationed two rows away at their 

table in front of Cedars of Leba-
non.

A few minutes later, we saw 
two uniformed officers, one 
Black and one White, stroll 
around the corner into the pedes-
trian walkway at the opposite end 
from the young men, ambling 
past our booth as if they were 
looking for the funnel cakes. The 
youth took no notice of their ap-
pearance, but when the officers 
reached them, we saw them con-
verse amiably for a few minutes, 
after which the budding athletes 
took their football and headed off 
in the direction of the open fields 
behind the gym.

Some months later, I wit-
nessed a very loud and vehement 
argument between a man and a 
woman in front of a neighbor’s 
home. One person had a car, 
and drove it away and then back 

again in an erratic manner, and 
got out and the two continued 
screaming at each other. As the 
argument escalated, I feared it 
would lead to violence, and I 
and another neighbor called the 
Greenbelt Police. Watching from 
my window, I did not hear any 
siren or see any police car. In-
stead, I saw two officers come 
around the corner at a distance, 
walking in the direction of the 
couple at a calm pace. By the 
time the officers arrived to speak 
with them, the couple had quieted 
down and had turned their atten-
tion to their approach. A conver-
sation ensued, after which the one 
with the car drove calmly away 
and the other one went inside the 
house.

Nancy Joy Allchin

http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
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On Friday,  June 12,  the 
Greenbelt Consumer Coopera-
tive signed off with its contractor 
on the first completed element 
in the Rays on the Roof project 
that was only a dream a mere 18 
months before.  On final comple-
tion of the new roof, Project 
Manager Steve Skolnik thanked 
the contractor, Adelphia Contract-
ing, citing their willingness to 
collaborate to get the job done 
and their attention to detail and 
craftsmanship.  The road had 
been long, the result successful.

In January 2019, the Co-op 
kicked off its Rays on the Roof 
campaign.  With a much-dete-
riorated roof originally installed 
in the 1960s and updated several 
times since, the store was fight-
ing leaks, facing a growing repair 
bill and risking major damage 
to store infrastructure.  Co-op is 
responsible for the physical fabric 
of the store, including replacing 
major building components even 
though the building is rented.  
Co-op faces stiff competition 
from cut-price stores and chain 
pharmacies, leaving it short of 
funds for major projects.

The Solar Option
As the urgent need for a new 

roof came into focus, so did the 
idea of solar power.  Electricity 
is a significant expense – power-
ing refrigeration, space cooling, 
heat distribution and lighting.  
Though first contemplated ear-
lier and shelved for cost reasons, 
solar panel efficiency has since 
increased and cost decreased.  
New roofing standards include 
insulation (the original roof was 
minimally insulated), making the 
store more energy efficient so 

Co-op’s Rays on the Roof 
Completes Major Milestone

by Cathie Meetre

Using appropriate social distancing methods, Steve Skolnik (left) 
hands the check for the final roof payment to John Psaromatis, 
president of Adelphia Contracting on the completion of Co-op's 
new roof.
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solar can supply an even larger 
fraction of power needs.

The Campaign Begins
The store began an ambitious 

and daring campaign – to get, in 
short order, both a grant from the 
state to help with the cost and 
donations and loans from citizens 
to finance a match by the com-
munity.  In three months, the 
store raised capital in loans and 
donations of over $400K and ap-
plied for a state grant of $350K 
for the solar component.

The project moved forward 
steadily.  Skolnik, with decades 
of leadership in construction, vol-
unteered as project manager and 
Dorrie Bates, who worked on the 
Co-op’s earlier grant, became the 
state liaison.  Adelphia Contract-
ing was selected as the roofing 
contractor and the process began. 
But the fast start was followed by 
delays in getting county building 
permits, pushing the start to win-

ter when weather began impact-
ing progress.  

Despite this, the roof closed 
out under initial estimates be-
cause contingency funds set aside 
to address hidden problems in the 
underlying roof were not needed.

Solar Struggles
On the solar side, early prom-

ising progress also hit road 
blocks which fortuitously seem to 
have cleared the same week the 
roof was completed.  The Mary-
land State Assembly awarded the 
grant in principle in 2019, but as 
the paperwork moved through the 
process, it appeared that because 
the store was leased, the store 
owner was required to indemnify 
the state if the property was sold.   
Because his agreement with Co-
op specifically stated the solar 
array was Co-op property, he 
justifiably refused to sign. With 
resolution delayed by COVID-19, 
the project was stalled until just 
this week, when the gentle but 
relentless pressure kept up by 
Bates resulted in the state remov-
ing the owner signature require-
ment.  Bates is hopeful that the 
grant will be funded in July.

Solar to Move Forward
Thus Skolnik can again don 

his jaunty hard hat and set the 
solar contractor in motion.  So-
lar may also take some months 
because county approvals and 
coordination with Pepco are re-
quired – completion is likely no 
earlier than fall.  

Though repaying the loans ab-
sorbs most savings initially, some 
savings remain and with zero 
roof repairs, the Co-op bottom 
line is better even during the re-
maining nine years of payments. 
The solar array’s lifespan is 25 
years plus, so in 2030, the array’s 
full production goes to offset 
costs.  This far-sighted investment 
helps preserve a viable Co-op for 
future residents.

Greenbelters are encouraged to 
continue to contribute to the Rays 
on the Roof campaign through 
cash register donations.  

For information on Rays on 
the Roof, check out the Co-op 
website at Greenbelt.coop.

Greenbelt Students are GREAT!
Congratulations to all Greenbelt students on finishing the year. 

CONGRATULATIONS Class of 2020! 

Have a safe and happy summer!
~ Greenbelt Parents

Paid for by Greenbelt Elementary School PTA

Nicole Hoffman, a rising first 
grader at Greenbelt Elementary 
School, discovered a swarm of 
bees on the communal parking 
spots in the 44 Court of Ridge 
Road. Unsure of what to do, but 
knowing we didn’t want the bees 
killed, we sought the advice of a 
local bee specialist, Dr. Suzanne 
Batra, who used to work at the 
Smithsonian and at the Bee Lab 
for the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture. Batra agreed to come 
take a look and immediately 
identified the bees as honey bees. 

Batra explained that swarms 
leave the nest when the popula-
tion becomes too large, or if 
something happens to the nest. A 
queen goes with them and most 
of the swarm stays to protect the 
queen while the scout bees fly 
about looking for a new site to 
build another nest. At her sug-
gestion, we contacted a local bee-
keeper to come take the bees to 
a safe location where they could 
build their new nest without fear 
of it being destroyed by well-
meaning humans.

We found a list of beekeep-
ers in Prince George’s County 
through the website of the Mary-
land State Beekeepers Associa-
tion. A local beekeeper, Aaron 
Hughes, came out with his ap-

Ridge Road Was All Abuzz:
House-hunting Bees Helped

by Shawn Hoffman

prentice, Pamela Banks, to collect 
the bees.  

Hughes and Banks sprayed 
around the bees with sugar water 
to calm them, and proceeded to 
scoop and guide the bees into 
their boxes. Once the queen bee 
was in the box, most of the other 
bees joined too, as they will fol-
low her scent. 

Once the queen and her bees 
were in the box, the keepers 
took some time to explain to 
our socially distanced crowd of 
kids and adults all about the bees 
and how they would be taking 
them to Hughes’s yard where an 
available hive box awaited them. 
Hughes explained that he does 
not bottle the honey from his 
bees, but provides them with a 
safe location to protect the dwin-
dling bee population.

It was truly an interesting and 
exciting experience and we all 
learned a lot.

If you ever see a honey bee 
swarm, do not kill it. Instead, 
contact either of these fine (and 
local) beekeepers:  Aaron Hughes 
(Seabrook) at 301-459-5991 or 
Pamela Banks (Greenbelt) at 213-
247-7646. Beekeepers in Mary-
land are very interested in saving 
honey bees, especially successful 
colonies that grow strong enough 
to swarm.

Beekeepers scoop the bees into a box for transport to a safe  
location.

- Photos by Shawn Hoffman

The swarm of honey bees as originally spottedA barred owl resting in a tree on Greenknolls Place
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How Are You Coping?
Send us your stories and 

photos, showing what you 
are  doing  dur ing  forced 
time at home. We will pub-
lish a selection of these sub-
missions during the com-
ing weeks. Email editor@ 
greenbeltnewsreview.com.


