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What Goes On
Monday, January 6
8  p . m . ,  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
Worksession, Roosevelt Cen-
ter Merchants, Municipal 
Building
Wednesday, January 8
8:30 p.m . ,  City Council  
Worksession, Beltway Plaza 
Proposed Redevelopment, 
Community Center

Top Stories of 2019
Contributing writers: Amy Hansen, Julie Rapp, Caitlin Mc-

Grath, Kathleen Gallagher, Cathie Meetre, Gary Childs, Deanna 
Dawson 

Another Year of Election Firsts
In 2009 this column announced the election of the first African 

American to the Greenbelt City Council, despite the evidence of 
census figures that for some time African Americans had outnum-
bered whites in Greenbelt.  Emmett Jordan was not only elected 
to council but on his first run received the second highest number 
of votes and was elected mayor pro tem to Judith Davis’s long-
standing role as mayor.  Come the 2011 election, rinse and repeat, 
with Jordan further narrowing the gap in votes between himself 
and Davis.  Then in 2013, Jordan took it to the top and went on 
to serve three terms as Greenbelt’s first African American mayor, 
with Davis serving as mayor pro tem.  

With the 2019 election, the script was rewritten even further.  
The first candidate under the age of 28 was elected to council on 
his very first run, despite census evidence that people over age 28 
have outnumbered those under 28 for some time.  Not only that, 
but Colin Byrd didn’t pause to take the job of mayor pro tem for 
a term or two but rather went straight for the job of mayor, being 
selected by his fellow newly-elected council members just after 
his 27th birthday.  His strongest support was in the precincts of 
Old Greenbelt.  And, yes . . . he is also African American, which 
makes him the city’s second African American mayor and makes 
him and Jordan Greenbelt’s first African American mayor and 
mayor pro tem team.

There were other noteworthy changes at this election, some 
of which may be worthy of future reflection.  Byrd’s election 
brings the total of councilmembers residing in Greenbelt East 

Greenspring Ladies Gather
For Christmas Charity Potluck

The ladies of Greenspring held their annual potluck and charity collection on December 21.   Ev-
ery year they share good food and fellowship, have a cookie exchange, and donate to charities. 
This year they collected wrapped boxes for the women and children at Shepherd’s Cove in Prince 
George's County and donated hats, gloves, and socks to The Neighborhood Well, which performs 
outreach initiatives to support our homeless neighbors. From left are Elena Bishop, Uthra Rao, 
Beth Morrison, Eulalie Lucas, Brenda Velez, Sabrina McIntyre and Rosezina Rogers; not pictured 
are Janice Davis, Hope McCalla, Regina Small and Maxine Strong.
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The Co-op opens at 7 a.m. on Christmas Eve and Ann Sowers 
greets customers with holiday cheer.
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Rene Raysor reads a children's story at the Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center during a community gathering on the first 
day of Kwanzaa.
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First Day of Kwanzaa

Interested in combining read-
ing and video chatting? If so, 
brothers Christopher, Mischa and 
Daniel, and father Michael Grun-
berg are offering free access to 
their WePair app as part of a 
beta test of their product. Said 
Christopher, “it’s specifically de-
signed for grandparents to read to 
a grandchild but may be used by 
anyone wanting to share books 
with a loved one.” A built-in li-
brary is provided.

The idea was born from frus-
tration. Christopher noted that 
their mother, Anne Marie, “was 
trying to bond with her new 
grandson by reading to him over 
video chat,” but the process 

Long-Distance Reading App
Developed by Greenbelters

by Matt Arbach

proved a disaster. It was difficult 
to share the illustrations due to 
camera problems and at times the 

poor imaging made it seem like 
she had fallen asleep. He said, 

What could have started life 
on Earth?

It’s a broad question. Much 
broader than most scientists work 
with when presenting a poster at 
the 30,000 person American Geo-
physical Union meeting in San 
Francisco on December 10.

And to be fair, it wasn’t ex-
actly what Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School class of 2007 alum 
J. Grant Mitchell was asking. 
Specifically he and his colleagues 
presented a poster titled: As-
sessing the Solar Neutron and 
Gamma-ray Contribution to Early 
Earth’s Atmospheric Ingredients 
of Life.

Which boils down to, what 

Local Solar Scientist Models
Processes for Life Creation

by Amy Hansen

could have started life on Earth, 
or maybe, it would be better put: 
Could eruptions from a young 
sun have provided enough energy 
to start life on Earth without neu-
trons or gamma rays?

Most of the time, Mitchell 
studies neutral particles, such 
as gamma rays and neutrons. 
He works in the laboratory of 
Georgia de Nolfo, a Goddard 
Space Flight Center physicist 
who studies radiation as well as 
neutral particles in the area be-
tween Earth and the Sun. Mitch-
ell is also working on a Ph.D. 
in physics at George Washington  
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Letters to the Editor

On Screen

Knives Out (Pop-up)
When renowned crime novelist Harlan Thrombley dies just after 

his 85th birthday, the inquisitive and debonair Detective Benoit 
Blanc arrives at this estate to investigate. From Harlan’s dysfunc-
tional family to his devoted staff, Blanc sifts through a web of red 
herrings and self-serving lies to uncover the truth behind Thromb-
ley’s untimely demise. “This whodunit, says Jonny Oleksinski of the 
New York Post, “is an A-list-turned slay-list party starring Daniel 
Craig, Toni Collette, Chris Evans and Jamie Lee Curtis. It’s fun to 
watch super-serious actors get to misbehave.” 

Rated PG-13, running time 130 minutes.

Little Women continues (Auditorium)

- Sandy Rodgers

Drop us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com

Letters Policy
The News Review reserves the right not to publish any letter 

submitted.  Letters are considered accepted when published.
All letters must include the letter writer’s name, physical ad-

dress and telephone number. Only the name will be published; 
the News Review will consider withholding the 
name upon request.

All letters are subject to editing for reasons of 
space, libel, privacy, taste, copyright and clarity.

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members Always $6.50!

Members' Kids Free!
Adults $9, Kids $6,  
Senior/Student $8

All shows before 5 PM: 
Adults $7, Kids $5

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Movies since 1938

  

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 -10 p.m.

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131; Fax: 301-965-8247

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Community Calendar:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator:  Karen Yoho circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
Greenbelt East: Contact Condominium Homeowner's Association
Circulation and Distribution information also available at:
	 www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution/

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Ray 
Zammuto, treasurer; Tom Jones, Pat Scully and Sylvia Lewis.

DEADLINES: Letters, Articles and Classified Ads - 8 p.m. Tuesday. Display Ads 4 p.m. 
Monday, 8 p.m. Tuesday if camera ready. Materials for publication may be mailed to 
address above, deposited in our box in the Co-op grocery store (by 7 p.m. Tuesday) or 
brought to our office in the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, during office hours. 
Mail subscriptions—$50/year. 

STAFF
Matt Arbach, Mary Ann Baker, Peggy Barrett, Ann Bauman, Kathryn Beard, Judy 
Bell, Judi Bordeaux, Melinda Brady, Jessi Britton, Rick Coleman, Jill Connor, Bill 
Cornett, Cynthia Cummings, Peter Curtis, Deanna Dawson, Justine Desmarais, Leigh 
Ellis, Angie Evans, Ana Fernandez-Napp, Kathleen Gallagher, Anne Gardner, Jon 
Gardner, James Giese, Bernadette Gormally, Jim Gray, Carol Griffith, Mary Halford, 
Amy Hansen, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Larry Hull, Ginny Jones, Jeff 
Jones, Tom Jones, Suzette Joyner, Jennifer Moser Jurling, Lesley Kash, Elisabeth  
Kevorkian, Sun Kim, Sue Krofchik, Sandra Lange, Sylvia Lewis, Marcie  
Lissauer, Chris Logan, Linda Lucas, Marc Manheimer, Joan Marionni, Kathleen  
McFarland, Cathie Meetre, Jessica Michaca Silva, Mary Moien, Elaine Nakash,  
Carolina Napp-Avelli, Patricia Novinski, Diane Oberg, Marylee Platt, Julie Rapp,  
Peter Reppert, Maya Robinson, Sandy Rodgers, JoEllen Sarff, Pat Scully, Carl Seely, 
Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Helen Sydavar, Nancy Tolzman, Joanne Tucker, Jean 
Turkiewicz, Alan Turnbull, Jamie Voytsekhovska, Cameron Weekes, Lynn White, Janice 
Wolf, Karen Yoho, Ray Zammuto, Stan Zirkin and Dea Zugby.

News Review
Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977

Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita

Gary Childs, Editor

Send Us Your High 
Resolution Photos!

The News Review encour-
ages readers to send in photos 
of Greenbelt landmarks, ac-
tivities and the changing sea-
sons. Photos should be at least 
300 dpi, and must include the 
name of the photographer and 
a caption. The caption must 
name any identifiable people in 
the photo, as well as explain 
the picture. 

If you are sending pho-
tos from your phone, please 
choose the option to send "ac-
tual size", or upload the photos 
to your computer first and 
then email the photos at full 
size. Send photos to editor@ 
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Editorial

Farewell to a Good and Kind
Writer, Teacher and Friend 

On December 23 Jim Link, a Greenbelt News Review member, 
a great writer, and a friend, died. Jim had been a member of the 
News Review for about a decade. During that time he reported 
on a variety of topics but was best known for his entertaining 
and punchy reviews of Greenbelt Arts Center productions, Reel 
and Meal events, and his previews of upcoming movies. Visit the 
Archives page on the News Review website (greenbeltnewsreview.
com/archives/) and type “Jim Link” into the search bar to be treated 
to a wide variety of the things Jim wrote for the paper. (See box 
for a small sampling of Jim’s articles and reviews.)

Besides being a great writer, he was a kind and cheerful col-
league with a ready laugh and a listening ear. He took people seri-
ously, showing respect and interest in what they were saying. He 
loved art, literature, drama and was a loved and respected teacher. 
Along with his many, many friends here in Greenbelt we will miss 
him greatly. 

Cool Those Magnets
In reference to Pat Heil’s letter 

(12/26), the cooling of supercon-
ducting magnets of an electrified 
SCMaglev bullet train does not 
promote or expedite natural gas 
production, or exploitation as she 
puts it. Helium is one of the most 
plentiful gases in the universe. It 

is readily available as a byprod-
uct of natural gas production, 
like turning on the heat inside 
a car during cold weather is a 
byproduct of starting and driving 
the car. In addition, other means 
of cooling are currently being 
researched. 

Robert Snyder

A Small Sampling of Jim Link’s News Review Articles
January 26, 2012: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly Coalesce in Poetry at the New Deal
February 2, 2012: Rod Lucas at 17 Admires Veterans, Tuskegee Airmen
May 10, 2012: Poets and Other Readers Gather at Library to Share Poetry Works
July 26, 2012: New Deal Café is Named Area’s Best Musical Venue
November 15, 2012: Arts Center Offers Look Back at Frost vs. Nixon	
February 28, 2013: Audience Enjoys New Play at Art Center
December 26, 2013: December “Shop with a Cop” Spreads Local Holiday Cheer
November 6, 2014: Weird Karma, Happy Day! 
February 5, 2015: Greenbelt Baptist Church Welcomes Associate Pastor
December 15, 2016: Brooks Inspires Students from Many Backgrounds
August 16, 2018: Lost in the Charnel House

The sun sets behind Ridge Road on Thursday, December 
26, Boxing Day or St. Stephen’s Day.
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SHOWTIMES
January 3rd - 9th

The Auditorium
LITTLE WOMEN (PG)(CC)

(DVS)(2019)(135 mins)
Fri. 2:30, 5:30, 8:30 PM
Sat. 2:30, 5:30, 8:30 PM

Sun. 2:30(OC), 5:30, 
8:30 PM

Mon. 5:30, 8:30 PM
Tues. 5:30, 8:30 PM

Wed. 2:30, 5:30, 8:30 PM
Thurs. 5:30, 8:30 PM

Monday Matinee
TWENTIETH CENTURY 

(NR)(1934)(91 mins)
Mon. 1:00 PM - Free!

The Pop-Up
KNIVES OUT (PG-13)(CC)

(DVS)(2019)(130 mins)
Fri. 2:00, 5:00, 8:00 PM

Sat. 2:00(OC), 5:00, 
8:00 PM

Sun. 2:00, 5:00, 8:00 PM
Mon. 5:00, 8:00 PM
Tues. 5:00, 8:00 PM
Wed. 2:00 PM, 5:00, 

8:00 PM
Thurs. 5:00, 8:00 PM

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution/
http://greenbeltnewsreview.com/archives/
http://greenbeltnewsreview.com/archives/
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Community Events

Coming Soon to the Greenbelt Arts Center
January 31-February 8 – Love’s Labour’s Lost

February 21–March 1 - Leaves of America

BBuuyy  TTiicckkeettss  aatt  wwwwww..ggrreeeennbbeellttaarrttsscceenntteerr..oorrgg
TTiicckkeettss::  $$2244  aadduullttss,,  $$2222  sseenniioorrss//mmiilliittaarryy,,  $$1122  ssttuuddeennttss//yyoouutthh

HHAAPPPPYY  NNEEWW  YYEEAARR  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  GGRREEEENNBBEELLTT  AARRTTSS  CCEENNTTEERR!!

GCAN Discusses
Climate Legislation 

Join Greenbelt Climate Action 
Network (GCAN) at the Commu-
nity Center from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
Tuesday, January 7 (note change 
in day) to learn about the next 
big pieces of climate legislation 
being introduced in Annapolis 
this legislative session. Emily 
Frias, Maryland Grassroots Co-
ordinator at Chesapeake Climate 
Action Network (CCAN) will be 
presenting information about a 
new, economy-wide Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Act (GGRA) plan. 
This reform bill is being intro-
duced by Senator Paul Pinsky. 
Maryland currently has a plan 
to reduce overall greenhouse gas 
emissions to 40 percent of 2006 
levels by 2030. However, this 
is not enough of a reduction to 
be in line with where the sci-
ence says we need to be to avoid 
climate catastrophe. In addition, 
there is no current plan for reach-
ing net-zero carbon emissions. 
Discussion at the meeting will 
include new proposed targets, im-
mediate emergency action steps, 
as well as equity and labor con-
siderations. 

Frias will also be speaking 
briefly about other priority leg-
islation, including a bill to end 
incentives for trash incineration 
and a climate test for new pipe-
line projects.

Frias has been at CCAN for 
the past year. A Baltimore na-
tive, she became focused on cli-
mate issues after learning how it 
would affect port cities, like her 
hometown. Prior to her position 
at CCAN, she served as staff to 
Senator Mary Washington and 
held a development role at the 
University of Maryland. 

The latter part of the evening 
will be spent on making progress 
on several local drawdown solu-
tions GCAN has selected to focus 
on this year and working on the 
GCAN county level legislative 
campaign. GCAN always allows 
time for announcements of up-
coming events.

For more information, contact 
Lore Rosenthal, GCAN, lore@
simplicity-matters.org, 301-345-
2234.

Quadrille Opens  
January 3 at GAC

Greenbelt Arts Center pres-
ents the East Coast premiere of 
Quadrille: A Romantic Play, by 
Melynda Kiring, opening Friday, 
January 3. Quadrille is a deli-
cious tale featuring romance, se-
cret plots, good food, more secret 
plots, bad food, heroic duels and 
plenty of perfectly prepared corn 
muffins. The play runs Friday and 
Saturday evenings and Sunday af-
ternoons through January 19. For 
more information and tickets visit 
greenbeltartscenter.org.

Toastmasters Meet 
The Greenbelt  Toastmas-

ters Club meets every first, 
third and fifth Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall of 
Greenbelt Community Church. 
Toastmasters provides a sup-
portive environment for anyone 
interested in improving com-
munication, public speaking or 
leadership skills. Learn more at  
greenbelt.toastmastersclubs.org.

Library Update 
The Greenbelt Branch Library 

is closed until Tuesday, January 
21, while new shelves and carpet 
are being installed. Library users 
are encouraged to visit nearby 
branches, such as New Carrollton 
and Beltsville, for their various 
library needs.

Meanwhile, the Community 
Center will host weekly Ready 
2 Read storytimes in Room 202. 
Wednesday, January 8, 10:15 
a.m., ages 3 to 5, limit 30 peo-
ple; 11:15 a.m., ages 2 to 3, limit 
30 people. Thursday, January 9, 
11:15 a.m., ages newborn to 2, 
limit 15 babies with parent(s)/
caregiver(s).

The New Carrollton Branch 
Library is the next stop on the 
tour of a model Purple Line 
Light Rail Vehicle (LRV). The 
16-mile Purple Line will run 
from Bethesda to New Carrollton.

This 140-foot light rail train, 
with a passenger capacity in ex-
cess of 400, will be the longest 
one of its kind in the nation. The 
model LRV is 1/20 the length of 
the actual light rail vehicle and 
will be on display at the New 
Carrollton library for several 
weeks.

All trains will have dedicated 
disability accessible space, 80 
passenger seats and bike racks. 
Connections via the Purple Line 
include Metrorail’s Red, Green, 
Yellow and Orange lines as well 
as MARC, Amtrak and local bus 
services.

Golden Age Club 
January Schedule 

The Greenbelt Golden Age 
Club meeting schedule is changed 
for January. See the details be-
low. The Club meets every 
Wednesday at 11 a.m. in the 
Community Center Multipurpose 
Room. All Greenbelt seniors are 
invited to participate in the meet-
ings and join the group.

As colder weather is here, 
note that the meeting will not be 
held when schools are closed or 
may start late due to weather.

Programs for January
January 8: Kenya Finley, Super-
visory Park Ranger, Civil War 
Defenses of Washington, D.C., 
National Park Service, will speak 
on Women of Color in the Civil 
War. 
January 15: Business Meeting.
January 22: Birthday/Potluck 
Luncheon.
January 29: Bingo.

The schedule changes are for 
January only.

This model of the Purple Line train is on display at the New  
Carrollton branch library.
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TOP STORIES continued from page 1
to four, likely a first-time majority. In addition, this election ap-
parently resulted in considerably higher levels of fundraising in 
some quarters than has been typical in Greenbelt in the past and 
included more donations from outside the city than has previously 
been the case.

Co-op Initiates Solar Roof
Raises Money, Wins Grants

In January 2019, the Co-op Supermarket & Pharmacy kicked 
off an ambitious initiative called Rays on the Roof to replace its 
ailing and substandard roof and install a solar array that will gen-
erate a significant portion of the power needed by the store.  In a 
concerted community campaign, the store raised over $350,000 in 
a combination of loans and donations in approximately six weeks.  
The loans are paid back over a variety of periods that enable Co-
op to service the loans and cycle some of the electricity savings 
back into store operations within an approximately 10-year period.  
The solar array is only part of the energy savings.  Savings from 
improved insulation and the elimination of expensive roof repairs 
are also expected to boost Co-op’s financial situation.

Part of the fundraising activity was an application for a grant 
from the State of Maryland.  The store is a cooperative, not a 
charity, so many grants are off limits.  This particular grant, how-
ever, was fair game because it is associated with the development 
or restoration of facilities that serve the community. Co-op was 
able to make an excellent case for the solar array as assisting in 
the Co-op’s survival for the benefit of Greenbelt residents.  The 
successful application netted a grant of $350,000, completing the 
overall funding for the roof and array.

Co-op issued a request for proposals, awarding a contract to 
Adelphia Construction for the roof replacement and Solar Innova-
tions for the array.  Work on the roof is underway, with comple-
tion scheduled in the next few weeks.  Then the roof will settle 
for a short period and the array will be installed and powered up 
– anticipated in March 2020.  

Greenbelt Station Students
To Attend Greenbelt Schools

At long last, families living in Greenbelt Station (GS) will be 
able to send their children to Greenbelt Elementary School and to 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School. In November, the Prince George’s 
County Board of Education (BOE) voted to adjust boundaries in 
order to make the change. Mayor Colin Byrd called the decision 
“long overdue for the great people of Greenbelt Station.”  

Currently, GS elementary students attend Berwyn Heights El-
ementary and high school students attend Parkdale High School. 
The Greenbelt City Council and the residents of GS have long 
been asking the BOE to realign districts so that GS residents 
could send their children to Greenbelt schools. GS was developed 
and homes purchased, with the new residents, along with council-
members, understanding that school-aged children in these families 
would attend Greenbelt Elementary and Roosevelt. 

The change will be implemented for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Joshua Thomas, District 2 BOE member, said that the deci-
sion was a result of several factors, including the persistence of 
Greenbelt residents and council. According to Thomas, in light of 
the fact that the number of students affected would be fewer than 
20 at each school, Prince George’s County Public Schools CEO 
Dr. Monica Goldson and the BOE decided to make the boundary 
adjustment.

See TOP STORIES, page  5

Free Art Drop-in
Sunday, January 5

On Sunday, January 5, join 
Artist-in-residence Kathy Karl-
son for a free painting and col-
lage workshop at the Community 
Center. All ages welcome. Have 
fun creating with your dominant 
and non-dominant hands and 
experiment with large and small 
papers and with complementary 
colors. Seatings at 1 p.m. and 2 
p.m. Advance online registration 
recommended; follow the link to 
sign up at greenbeltmd.gov/arts. 
Walk-up guests also welcome for 
both seatings while supplies last.

mailto:lore@simplicity-matters.org
mailto:lore@simplicity-matters.org
http://greenbeltartscenter.org
http://greenbelt.toastmastersclubs.org
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
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ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

Mishkan Torah
Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770    301-474-4223
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egali-

tarian synagogue that respects tradition and becomes 
your extended family in the 21st century.

Shabbat services:  Friday evening at 8:00 PM, 
Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K–12 and for adults.
Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes.  Concert choir.  Social Action program.
Opportunity for  leadership development.
Moderate, flexible dues.  High holiday seating for visitors.
Sisterhood.  Men's Club.  Other Social Activities.
Interfaith families are welcome.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

January 5    10 a.m.
The Ceaseless Cry that Wakes the Dead

Rev. Benjamin Van Dyne, Guest Minister; with Worship Associate Susannah Schiller; 
and Guest Pianist Keith Miller

95 years after his birth, James Baldwin's life and writing has much to teach us about 
the challenges and joys of seeking to live with love and hope even when those seem 
impossible. His novel 'If Beale Street Could Talk' is a story of surviving violence, 

danger and racism and has lessons for us about how to love and persevere.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

1 Hillside Road, Greenbelt

 Join Us This Sunday at  
10:15 a.m. for

Why Doesn’t Anyone Why Doesn’t Anyone 
Epiph at Epiphany Epiph at Epiphany 

Anymore?Anymore?

Greenbelt Community Church United Church of Christ

Christian Science Church
8300 Adelphi Road,  
Hyattsville, MD

It is God that girdeth me  
with strength and maketh  
my way perfect.   Ps

Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
Church Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday meeting 7:30 p.m.Worship with us at

G r e e n b e l t  B a p t i s t

Biblical
Confessional

Reformed
Gospel Centered

C h u r c h

Sunday School

9:15 am

Worship Service

10:30 am

Evening Service

6:00 pm

«101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt MD»
www.greenbeltbaptist.org

301-474-4212
   @GreenbeltBaptist

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m. 
In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. Psalm 63:7In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. Psalm 63:7

Happy New Year!
This is what the Lord Almighty says: 

“Give Careful Thought To Your Ways.”
Haggai 1:7

What will you do to make 2020 your best year yet?

The Bible Says…   

Sunday Worship Services
10am @ Greenbelt Elementary School

MCFcc.org

We are grieved to learn of the 
death of Jim Link, a longtime 
member of the Greenbelt News 
Review and a frequent contribu-
tor of insightful, erudite and witty 
reviews of movies and theatri-
cal productions. We extend our 
condolences to his family and 
friends.

Congratulations to Billy Ken-
nedy who was accepted into the 
Peace Corps and will begin ser-
vice this month providing health 
care services in South Africa.

Happy New Year to Greenbelt 
residents. We wish everyone a 
healthy and peaceful 2020.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

W e l l ,  w e 
woke  to  some 
lousy Christmas 
news on Christ-
mas Eve. A great 
man, and a good 
friend, has gone 
from this mortal 
sphere.

J im Link,  a 
lifelong educator, 
raconteur,  man 
of letters and all-
around character, 
died from a rav-
aging disease that 
inflicted continu-
ous pain upon his 
body, but never 
touched his shining spirit of faith 
and hope.

Jim was a Jesuit-educated 
teacher of literature who had a 
burning love of the written word. 
Over the course of a long and 
fruitful life, he shared his en-
thusiasm for great literature and 
poetry with thousands of eager 
minds of all ages and inspired so 
many of them to pursue a life-
time of reading and exploration 
of the great themes of life.

As a man of faith, Jim’s natu-
ral curiosity and love of learning 
led him to study endless books 
and articles on not only his own 
religious beliefs, but those of 
every other citizen of the world.

Jim loved nothing more than 
reading a book and being sur-
rounded by the books he loved 
to read. Even to the end, he had 
piles of books stacked up by his 
bed so he was never without his 
faithful companions. And he still 
read from them for as long as he 
could hold them in his hands.

There is no telling how many 
lives Jim touched, but we can 
infer just a bit of the truth by the 
endless streams of visitors that 
came to see him in his decline, 
and the many people who as-

sisted him in so 
many ways as he 
began to fail.

A s  f o r  m y 
own brief experi-
ence with Jim, I 
regret that I only 
came to  know 
him in the past 
few years, as a 
teacher in litera-
ture classes for 
senior citizens, 
and as  a  dear 
friend. From the 
very first class 
with him I rec-
ognized the same 
style, wit, erudi-

tion, enthusiasm and wisdom 
I saw so many years ago as a 
youthful high school student, 
radiating from the very best and 
most inspirational educators in 
my life.

As with all the people we 
love, our time together was in-
evitably far too short. I can only 
imagine the number of lives he 
inspired, and with great sadness 
mourn the loss of a great re-
source for humankind.

May his memory be eternal!

Jim Link
On December 23, long-

time Greenbelt resident Jim 
Link died. A funeral Mass will 
be conducted on Thursday, 
January 16, at 10 a.m. at St. 
Hugh’s Catholic Church. Jim’s 
family advises guests that they 
don’t have to wear black, cel-
ebrating that Jim was a joyous 
person, full of light.  More 
information to follow.

In Memoriam

Remembering Jim Link
by Martin Kwapinski

Jim Link
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See VEGAN, page  11

(This review of a Reel and 
Meal event in March 2019 is the 
last article Jim Link, who died on 
December 23, wrote for the News 
Review.)

On March 18 at the New Deal 
Café the Reel and Meal program 
presented the documentary film, 
The Invisible Vegan, after which 
knowledgeable guest speakers 
fielded questions from an audi-
ence of 87 strong. The Invis-
ible Vegan describes the uphill 
fight of a small cadre of Afri-
can American vegans to nudge, 
cajole, coax, coerce, pressure 
and persuade the larger African 
American community to switch 
to veganism.

I was enlightened. Prior to 
that night I had no inkling that 
becoming a serious vegan can 
be tantamount to a religious con-
version. Veganism is an activist 
term and serious vegans get in-
volved in environmental issues, 
animal rights issues and social 
justice issues. Everything is con-
nected; taking care of our bodies 
is a spiritual gesture which spills 
over into becoming good stew-
ards of our environment, which 
entails political activism aimed 
at cherishing our fellow species 
(animals) and working for social 
justice. 

The film asserted that African 
Americans have a “vexed rela-
tionship with food.” It is easy 
to cling to soul food, which is 
delicious, comforting and can 
give a sense of belonging. Such 
clinging is an emotional choice, 
not a functional one. As Dr. Mil-
ton claimed, “a healthy West 
African diet is infinitely better 
than that garbage given to plan-
tation slaves.” McDonald’s and 
Popeye’s were herewith cited as 
culpable purveyors of junk food.

Veganism has been “femi-
nized” in the minds of many. 
One African American man 

The Invisible Vegan: Urging
Others to Embrace a New Diet

by Jim Link

chuckled that “when I went veg-
an, my Black Card was revoked.” 
Another said, “I wasn’t black 
enough if I didn’t eat soul food.”

We learned the encouraging 
fact that plant-based food in-
creases blood flow and therefore 
lessens impotence. John Salley, 
former bad boy of the world 
champion NBA Detroit Pistons 
and current vegan zealot, gal-
lantly assured us that his vegan 
diet keeps him effective in the 
bedroom. We learned that Rosa 
Parks, Dexter King, C.S. King 
and Angela Davis are all vegan 
or vegetarians. 

Some random quotes from 
various vegan activists include: 
“We have to think critically about 
all of our practice. The more 
light we shed on these problems, 
the more we force the powers 
that be to respond positively.” 
“The vegan lifestyle and animal 
rights activism are intimately 
connected to feminism and peace 
activism.” “Given the nature of 
our ecosystem, animal rights and 
human rights intersect.” “Ani-
mal liberation, Black liberations, 
queer liberation are all connect-
ed.”

Dr. Betty Holston Smith intro-
duced the main speaker, Naijha 
Wright-Brown. A phenomenal 

Billy Kennedy
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City Information & Events
MEETINGS FOR JANUARY 6-10

Monday, January 6 at 8:00pm, COUNCIL WORK SESSION w/
Roosevelt Center Merchants at Municipal Building, 25 Cres-
cent Road. Live on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and 996 and streaming 
at www.greenbeltmd.gov.

Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00pm, PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE at Commuity Center, 15 Crescent Road. See 
www.greenbeltmd.gov for agenda.

Tuesday, January 7 at 7:00pm, ARTS ADVISORY BOARD at 
Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. See www.greenbeltmd.
gov for agenda.

Wednesday, January 8 at 7:00pm, ADVISORY PLANNING 
BOARD at Community Center, 15 Crescent Road. On the 
Agenda: Beltway Plaza Proposed Redevelopment-Preliminary Plan of 
Subdivision

Wednesday, January 8 at 8:30pm, COUNCIL WORK SES-
SION re: Beltway Plaza Proposed Redevelopment-Prelimi-
nary Plan of Subdivision at Community Center, 15 Crescent 
Road. Live on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and 996 and streaming at 
www.greenbeltmd.gov.

This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that 
a meeting is being held, call 301-474-8000.

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups. There 
are currently vacancies on: Advisory Planning Board, Arts 
Advisory Board, Ethics Commission, Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board, Senior Citizens Advisory Committee and 
Youth Advisory Committee. 

For more information call 301- 474-8000

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY OF SERVICE
MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2020

Public Works Building 555 Crescent Road
10 AM – 1 PM

Be a part of the community effort to protect trees from 
beaver herbivory and invasive vines at Buddy Attick Park. 
Volunteers will work with Public Works staff to place wire 
caging around the trunks of native trees to protect them from 
beaver herbivory and remove invasive vines.

Reminders:
• Bring a reusable water bottle
• Wear weather-appropriate clothing and closed-toe 

shoes
• Students: bring community-service forms

Questions? Contact Environmental Coordinator Jason Martin 
at jmartin@greenbeltmd.gov

Follow @cityofgreenbelt on social media!

“Our Daily Bread”
GATe  Greenbelt Access Television

Thank you  
Beijing Restaurant

FIOS Channel 19,  
Comcast Channel 77
Streaming Live 

www.greenbeltaccesstv.org/channel-live-stream
Movie was made possible by a grant from

Beijing Chinese Restaurant

Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

TOP STORIES continued from page 3

Possible Bureau of Engraving
And Printing Move to BARC

A proposal announced at the end of 2018 to move one of the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing’s (BEP) two production facili-
ties from Washington, D.C., to the Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center (BARC) was met with mostly negative responses from 
Greenbelt. The proposed site at BARC is about 105 acres that was 
once used for poultry research but has been vacant since the 1990s. 
The location is approximately two miles north of the BARC upper 
gate on Research Road in Greenbelt’s North End. 

As part of the project, BEP would be responsible for cleaning 
up all known and unknown environmental hazards on the site such 
as asbestos and lead paint, removing 23 abandoned buildings, erect-
ing a security perimeter and making any required improvements at 
the intersection of Powder Mill and Edmonston Roads. Greenbelt 
residents have raised concerns about traffic and suggested other 
uses for the site, but most concerns have been environmental, from 
losing a large area of green space to dealing with wastewater gen-
erated by the plant, to lighting up what some residents have called 
one of the few remaining dark spaces in the area.  

Co-op Sees Fiscal Year Loss,
“We’re Right Here” Launch 

As the fiscal year for the Co-op Supermarket & Pharmacy ended 
on July 31, the financial news was gloomy.  Amid fewer store 
visits, less money spent per customer and skyrocketing pharmacy 
costs, the Co-op sustained an operating loss of $164,000. With 
overall sales under $12M for the first time in a dozen years, the 
store lost out to bigger and cheaper competitors as things got tough 
all around in the grocery business.  

In response, the Co-op board is focusing on cutting costs, 
increasing the attractiveness of the store’s offerings to today’s 
consumer and turning around its bottom line. It requests the partici-
pation of store members in helping the store recover and regroup.  
Decreased energy costs from the solar array and new roof, though 
only a small factor initially, will also aid the store’s financial posi-
tion as the years go by.

At the annual meeting, store management noted that all the 
Co-op’s departments except beer and wine suffered a loss.  De-
spite these losses, the mood at the annual meeting was positive 
and members were vocal in their support for the store’s continued 
survival.  

Another sea change for Co-op is the departure of its manager of 
35 years, Bob Davis.  To a round of applause from members, he 
spoke of his years with the store and his hopes for its future.  Da-
vis anticipates departing in April 2020 and the board has a search 
committee to locate a new manager.  

Undaunted by losses or by Davis’ departure, the board has an-
nounced its We’re Right Here initiative, expanding hours and roll-
ing out a curbside pickup option.  The slogan results from a survey 
that shows Co-op’s strong appeal to city residents as a friendly and 
easily accessible store with a wide range of goods.

See TOP STORIES, page  7

NEW APP continued from page 1

“we designed an app that would 
provide a seamless and pleasant 
reading experience.”

He went on to say that the 
app looks to foster a “more casu-
al level” of conversation between 
grandparents and grandchildren, 
an interaction that can often feel 
stilted. With the addition of the 
reading aspect, more small talk 
can develop, leading to “a sense 
of normalcy to conversations and 
allows for a fabulous sharing of 
something special between the 
two family members.”

The Grunberg family has 
lived in Greenbelt since 1990, 
yet Anne Marie first moved here 
in 1968. The three brothers went 
to area schools and all three are 
alumni of Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School and the University 
of Maryland. With respect to de-
velopment of the app, Christopher 
stated that a computer developer 
was hired “to do all the heavy 
lifting, because it’s a huge under-
taking.” Both he and Mischa are 
employed in software technology.

WePair app looks to go much 
further as it develops. It aims 
to incorporate independent au-
thors into its library and help 
in the purchase of their books, 
both physical and electronic cop-
ies. With the addition of emojis, 
electronic cards could be sent to 
children. The capability to draw, 
paint and work on documents 
that could translate into personal 
books, tutoring services and re-
mote learning is being explored. 
Also, the creators imagine provid-
ing a music library for nonverbal 
users or those suffering cognitive 
disabilities.

Another potential use of the 
app was derived from an interac-
tion in Christopher’s childhood. A 
fellow 5-year-old declared, “This 
is the best day of my life!” When 
asked why by his mother, the 
child replied, “Today is the day 
that my daddy gets out of jail.” 
Christopher thinks that it would 
be wonderful to offer WePair to 
prison systems as an incentive 
to those imprisoned to be able to 
connect and be a parent to their 
children.

In addition, the Grunbergs 
have reached out to Big Brothers 

Big Sisters of America to see if 
they would be interested in using 
the platform to help underprivi-
leged children develop a love of 
reading.

Child safety is paramount for 
the creators. Safeguards such as 
passwords, encryption, and parent 
and/or legal guardian approval 
and supervision are being incor-
porated.

For those interested in trying 
the app, access is available at  
wepair.family. A large screen 
device is recommended for op-
timum viewing. Use at this time 
requires no obligation to continue 
once the test has ended. Promo-
tional code nwGNRiNJA will 

give a 20 percent discount on the 
full application when it becomes 
available. 

Christopher said that “read-
ing is one of the most important 
skills we can give our children. It 
helps develop empathy, inspires 
the imagination and promotes 
learning.” He hopes the app will 
improve and strengthen family 
relationships.

He remarked that “we have 
several more steps to go from 
here. This hasn’t been an inex-
pensive endeavor. It takes time 
and money. So, it’s important 
for us to do this in stages. This 
allows us to get the basics down 
pat before adding more function-
ality.”

City Notes
Springhill Lake Recreation 

Center hosted a Kwanzaa celebra-
tion on Thursday, December 26, 
focusing on Umoja (Unity).

Street Maintenance continued 
with snow plow preparations.

Horticulture/Parks picked up 
leaves at curbsides in Lakeside 
and Greenspring I and II.

Refuse/Recycling collected 
26.67 tons of refuse and 12.25 
tons of recyclable material.

Building Maintenance repaired 
the main door and the access 
door at the Old Greenbelt The-
atre.

From left, Christopher, Mischa and Daniel Grunberg
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Doctors Community Health System is dedicated to helping you maintain and improve your 
health. Our network of care has offices at convenient locations.

Doctors Community Practices at Bowie 
(Primary Care) 
4000 Mitchellville Road, Suites B216 and 422 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-327-0206 and 301-327-0247

Doctors Community Practices at Crofton 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
2191 Defense Highway, Suite 201 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
410-305-9622

Doctors Community Practices at  
District Heights 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
6400 Marlboro Pike 
District Heights, Maryland 20747 
301-327-0953

Doctors Community Practices at Laurel 
(Primary Care and Diabetes Care) 
13900 Baltimore Avenue 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 
301-276-7396

Doctors Community Practices at Riverdale 
(Primary Care, Family Medicine and 
Endocrinology) 
6502 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
301-278-8637

Doctors Community Practices at  
Temple Hills 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
5859 Allentown Way 
Temple Hills, Maryland 20728 
240-273-4826

Metropolitan Medical Specialists 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
8116 Good Luck Road, Suite 300 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
240-283-7158

Health and Wellness Center 
(Urgent Care Inside Safeway) 
4101 Northview Drive 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-284-0850

Schedule an appointment today.  Also, visit us at DCHweb.org.

Our experienced and compassionate team will also support your 
overall health goals by streamlining your access to additional 
Doctors Community Health System programs: breast health, 
digestive disease care, orthopedic services, surgical services, 
diabetes care and many others.

Quality Health Care
Right in Your Neighborhood

Same-Day Appointments • Most Insurances Accepted
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SCIENTIST continued from page 1

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Get a head start on your holiday 
shopping… 
 

Apply for a Holiday Loan! 
Rate as low as 5% apr* 

       
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 

112 Centerway 
                   Greenbelt, MD 20770 

             301-474-5900 
 
         

                  Go Green Today! 
             Apply online  

www.greenbeltfcu.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*apr-annual percentage rate. Rate based on credit. Rate subject to change without notice. 

 

 
Paying Annual Fees? 

 
Apply for a 

Visa Credit Card today! 
 

-No Cash Advance fee 

-No Balance Transfer fee 

-Fixed Rate is 9.9% apr* with 
no annual fee 
Go Green Today! 

Apply online www.greenbeltfcu.com 
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 

112 Centerway 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 

301-474-5900 
*apr-annual percentage rate. Rate based on credit. Rate 

subject to change without notice. 
 

 
 

 

TOP STORIES continued from page 5

Old Greenbelt Theatre
Renovates Auditorium

It has been a year full of change for the Old Greenbelt Theatre. 
In June, the main auditorium closed for renovations. The City of 
Greenbelt and the Friends of Greenbelt Theatre (FGT) worked 
closely together to coordinate the installation of a new HVAC 
system, roof, seats, screen, drapery and Dolby 7.1 sound system. 

During the closure, FGT opened The Pop-up, a temporary 
micro-cinema in the storefront next door at 125 Centerway. Before 
The Pop-up was opened to the public, FGT operated out of the 
basement suite of the Community Center to keep their program-
ming going for the public.

 In addition, their popular free series - Monday Matinees, Sto-
rytime on Screen and School’s Out - were held in the Community 
Center. 

After 5 months of closure, the main auditorium reopened to a 
full house on November 9th and FGT announced their latest new 
initiative, Beyond the Screen. FGT has a bold vision - to create a 
permanent Screening Room and Media Arts Literacy Lab at 125 
Centerway. This will be the only space of its kind in all of Mary-
land and the larger DMV area, and through it, FGT will become 
a leader in film and media education in the region.

Greenbelt Lake Drained
To Facilitate Work on Dam

Repair to the Greenbelt Lake Dam started in September 2019 
and is expected to be completed in April 2020. A regular 2008 
state inspection of the dam deemed it a high hazard, and initiated 
the repair order in 2010. Funding for the dam project comes from 
the city, the State of Maryland and the EPA. The seven-month 
construction project necessitated draining the lake five feet and 
installing fountains to keep the remaining water circulating. The 
drained lake has revealed large freshwater mussels and some trash 
that various groups have cleaned up. After the city posted notices 
prohibiting walking on the lake’s former bed, a prankster added 
the concerns that the lake area contained quicksand and angry 
waterfowl.

Beltway Plaza Redevelopment
Includes Townhomes, Condos

In February 2019, Greenbelt City Council voted to approve 
plans to revamp Beltway Plaza, one of the oldest shopping cen-
ters in Prince George’s County. The changes would happen over 
time, with the first phase of the five-phase project calling for 
the building of roughly 200 townhomes and condominiums and 
conversion of the old mall into a mixed-use town center. Phases 
two, three and four include building multifamily units, some of 
these possibly with age restrictions, and commercial space.  Phase 
five, which will complete the project, plans to build an additional 
15,000 to 25,000 square feet of commercial space. The total pro-
posal includes 175 to 250 townhouses, 750 to 1,975 multifamily 
dwelling units and 330,000 to 460,000 square feet of commercial 
space. Future phases include retaining the existing Giant grocery 
and Target stores and building a central plaza or community 
gathering space with outdoor seating for restaurants and concerts, 
green spaces with park benches and a fountain.

In March 2019 the Prince George’s Planning Commission ap-
proved the plan, sending it to the Prince George’s County District 
Council, an elected board that reviews land use cases for the 
County.

Last Government Shutdown 
Affected Many Greenbelters

As 2019 started, many federal agencies had temporarily dis-
continued their functions (shut down) because Congress and the 
Trump Administration were not able to agree on legislation that 
would have provided funding for them to remain open. The shut-
down lasted for 35 days, from December 22, 2018 until January 
25, 2019. It was the longest U.S. government shutdown in history, 
and the second shutdown involving furloughs during the current 
administration. Around 420,000 workers considered essential, such 
as Transportation Security Administration (TSA) personnel, were 
See TOP STORIES, page  8

University.	
The lab is set up to look at 

present day particle events, so 
looking at the beginnings of life 
on Earth is a detour. But Mitch-
ell wanted to put the time in 
because, he said, “You can’t get 
any more basic than this.” 

The team, which consists of 
Mitchell, de Nolfo, Vladimir Ai-
rapetian, Alessandro Bruno, Eric 
Christian, Ian Richardson and 
James Ryan, worked on the issue 
of types of energy. It is likely 
that the Sun provided the energy 
that changed the gases on Earth. 
This has been the assumption all 
along, but was not broken down 
into the different types of energy 
that solar flares emit. 

That was where this group 
came in. They started with a 
known scenario.

When our planet was young, 
it was enveloped by inert gases, 
including nitrogen and oxygen. 
Those gases would have stayed 
inert, but something happened. 

The Sun was young then too. 
A young star sends off much 
more energy than an older, more 
mature star. Scientists know this 
because of the observations from 
the Kepler Telescope. Kepler 
looks at many stars, some old, 
some young. And young stars 
that are similar to our Sun send 
off as many as 10 flares a day.

The energy from these solar 
eruptions is huge. Scientists have 
measured the energy by looking 
at tree-ring data that corresponds 
with known solar flares from our 
Sun.  Obviously if there were 
tree rings to look at, life on Earth 
had already been established so 
this wasn’t in situ measurements. 
But the team used that data to 
extrapolate back. They assumed 
that if the Sun sent off that kind 
of energy now, it sent off at least 
that much energy when it was a 
young star.

So Mitchell and his colleagues 
used a simple computer model of 
a young planet and its inert gas-
ses. They were able to predict the 
behavior of high-energy charged 
particles, and will add the ef-
fect of neutral gamma rays and 
neutrons next. Gamma rays have 
higher energy than X-rays. They 
are used to treat some types of 
cancer. They are powerful, but 
not at the level of the high-en-
ergy charged particles, which are 
associated with nuclear bombs.

With the behaviors of different 
energy particles ready, the model 
bombarded the fictitious planet. 
Solar flare after solar flare hit the 
atmosphere of inert gases.

According to the model, the 
high-energy particles impact the 
upper atmosphere. But Mitch-
ell and his team know that the 
gamma rays and neutrons keep 
traveling. They don’t get to the 
surface, but do get further into 

the gaseous mixture. And they 
still had enough energy to have 
an effect.

Which means it could have 
been the gamma rays and neu-
trons that were responsible for 
the first steps in life. Their en-
ergy changed nitrogen and oxy-
gen gases into the greenhouse 
gas nitrous oxide (laughing gas). 

And that set Earth on the path to 
being a planet warm enough to 
support liquid water.

Mitchell said the next steps 
are to use a more sophisticated 
model and collect more informa-
tion from scientists who study 
planets. This isn’t his day job or 
his dissertation. But, still, he said, 
the beginning of life on Earth “is 
a fun side project.”

Grant Mitchell presents his poster at the American Geophysical 
Meeting in San Francisco on Tuesday, December 10.
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Grant Mitchell's 
poster

-  I m a g e s  b y 
Grant Mitchell

Mindful Music
For the New Year

College Park Arts Exchange 
will hold a free meditative music 
workshop with Jael Patterson at 
the Old Parish House, 4711 Knox 
Road, College Park, on Saturday, 
January 4, from 3 to 4 p.m.

The Mindful Music workshop 
will use music as a container 
to place affirmations and hopes 
for oneself for the new year. 
Using mindfulness principles, 
participants will reconnect with 
their bodies through music, going 
back to basics with body percus-
sion and vocals. No musicianship 
required, only an open mind. 

For more information visit 
cpae.org.

http://cpae.org
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FDA Approved Non-Surgical Knee treatment.  
End your Arthritis Knee Pain today! 
Imagine your life, free of  knee pain!

If  you are suffering from knee pain due to Osteoarthritis, degenerative  
arthritis, trauma or bone spurs, this is the treatment for you! The gel  
supplement injection is a safe and effective option that can relieve your  
knee pain.

If  you answer yes to any of  these questions, you are a 
candidate for this treatment:
•	 Have you been diagnosed with osteoarthritis?
•	 Does you knee pain wake you up at night?
•	 Do the activities you enjoy cause knee pain?
•	 Have you been told you need a knee replacement?
•	 Is it hard to go up and down stairs due to your knee pain?

Cl in ica l  S tud ies  have 
shown that FDA approved, 
non-surgical, all natural gel 
supplement injections can 
provide knee pain relief. This 
non-surgical treatment lubri-
cates your knee quickly. 

Arthritis & Pain Associates of  PG County staff  are trained 
in the use of  advanced, state-of-the-art musculoskeletal ultrasound to  
pinpoint the exact location of  the damage to your knee.

Barbara Taylor CPPM, CRHC
Office Manager

Arthritis & Pain Associates of  PG County
7300 Hanover Dr #201--Main office

Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-345-2676

Fax: 301-345-3105
Cell phone: 240-535-0207

Additional Location #1
7350 Van Dusen Road #380

Laurel, MD 20707
Additional Locations#2
9131 Piscataway Rd #310

Clinton, MD 20735

•	 Call 301-345-5600 and mention 
this ad for an appointment. 

•	 Or email: Apapgc@gmail.com 
•	 Or text: 301-345-3105 for an 

appointment 99% of  insurances accepted.

TOP STORIES continued from page 7

working unpaid, while another 380,000 were not reporting to 
work, including almost all employees of NASA and the Depart-
ments of Agriculture and Interior. Also affected were employees 
of government contractors.

Personal and family economic issues of Greenbelt residents 
affected by the furlough were prevalent. Many Greenbelters felt 
the pinch. Contractors with offices at federal facilities were also 
off the job, and federal payments to contractors were not made. 
Individuals postponed non-essential spending in order to make 
sure there was enough for food, mortgage or rent payments and 
transportation. Perhaps the biggest economic effect of the shut-
down was uncertainty about how long personal financial reserves 
would last.

Other furlough effects on Greenbelters included emotional 
responses such as anger, fear and depression. The uncertainty of 
what would come next and when caused stress, anxiety and worry. 
Other effects included changed or cancelled vacations, cancelled 
recreational or educational activities at government facilities and, 
for Greenbelters, changed driving patterns, since Research Road 
was closed during the shutdown.

On December 20, 2019 a deal to fund the government for the 
rest of the current fiscal year was signed into law, avoiding a 
repeat of the difficulties resulting from the 2018-2019 shutdown.

News Review’s New Digital 
Archive Takes Shape Online 

The Greenbelt Archive Project (GAP, greenbeltarchive.org) 
made great progress in 2019 on digitizing past issues of the 
Greenbelt News Review. In January, Cecilia Franck, a University 
of Maryland graduate student paid by grants GAP received from 
the Prince George’s County Council, began to scan the newsprint 
originals from 1964, working forward. By the end of the year, 
Franck had scanned more than 26 years – over 11,000 pages 
– of Greenbelt news. Digital papers from 1964 through 1989 
have been posted on the Internet Archive (archive.org/details/
greenbelt-news-review); 1964 to 1969 also can be accessed at  
greenbeltnewsreview.com/archives/.

In addition, Greenbelt newspapers from 1943 through 1963 
were digitized by a contractor paid by University of Maryland 
Libraries under a 2018 grant from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. These issues of the News Review and its predecessor, 
the Greenbelt Cooperator (the name was changed in 1954), will 
be posted by the Library of Congress on the Chronicling America 
website (chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89061521), where Co-
operators from 1937 to 1943 are already available. 

GAP aims to have the complete set of Greenbelt newspapers 
– from 1937 to present – available on Internet Archive and the 
News Review server in fall 2020.

CCI Clinic Has New Home 
In response to increasing needs in Prince George’s County, 

last spring the Maryland Community Clinic Health & Wellness 
Services (CCI) office, previously located on Edmonston Road, 
moved most of its services to a larger space at 7474 Greenway 
Center Drive.  In addition to having room to grow and an ability 
to provide Saturday hours, CCI will benefit from Greenway Cen-
ter’s having evolved into a medical hub for the Greenbelt area, 
offering many nearby medical practitioners to whom patients may 
easily be referred.  

Services available at the Greenway Center location include 
those for medical and behavioral health, as well as the federally 
funded Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program. Services re-
maining in Springhill Lake at 9220 Springhill Lane include dental, 
family planning and prenatal care.  

CCI is a nonprofit Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) 
with a designated service area encompassing Montgomery and 
northern Prince George’s counties.  FQHCs receive funds from the 
Health Resources and Services Administration to provide primary 
care services in underserved areas.  They must meet a stringent 
set of requirements, including providing care on a sliding fee scale 
based on ability to pay.

Maglev Project Paused
Until EIS Is Completed

While the proposed $10 billion maglev train project is paused 
at the moment, the high-speed train continues to gain many op-
ponents and a few supporters in Greenbelt. If built, the high-speed, 
underground, magnetic levitation train would provide service 
between Washington, D.C., and Baltimore and would pass under 
some portion of Greenbelt. Many opponents of the train point at 
the environmental and housing damage that might be caused by 
tunneling under homes and digging up wooded areas, as well as 
the fact the train would not be accessible for local people. Pro-
ponents point at the environmental boons of mass transit and the 
wonders of a short commute between Washington and Baltimore. 

The Greenbelt City Council is on record as opposing the proj-
ect, having sent a letter in January 2018 to then-Prince George’s 
County Executive Rushern Baker. Informational meetings contin-
ued throughout the year, but opponents point out that the actual 
environmental assessment is not available, making it harder to 
know the real costs and dangers. The project was officially put on 
hold in December 2019 as the Federal Railroad Administration 
gave the maglev builder, a company called Northeast, more time 
to complete an environmental impact statement. Northeast’s next 
deadline is the end of February.

Greenbelt Community Church United Church of Christ holds a breakfast and Christmas Carol 
service on the Sunday after Christmas. 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
LE

SL
EY

 K
AS

H

Community Church Breakfast

visit  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

http://greenbeltarchive.org
http://archive.org/details/greenbelt-news-review
http://archive.org/details/greenbelt-news-review
http://greenbeltnewsreview.com/archives/
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89061521
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Attempted Murder
December 25, 2:19 a.m., 6200 

block Breezewood Drive. Of-
ficers responded to a report of a 
shooting. A man said he was in 
his residence when an argument 
broke out among several other 
people. When he attempted to get 
the others to leave, one of them 
shot him once in the back. All 
three men then fled.

Robbery
December 20, 6:25 p.m., 9100 

block Edmonston Terrace. As 
many as seven men approached 
a man who was walking from an 
apartment building. One in the 
group was armed with a handgun. 
A robbery was announced and the 
man’s debit card was taken. The 
men then ran from the area.

December 25, 2:14 a.m., 9000 
block Breezewood Terrace. A taxi 
driver picked up a man in Laurel 
and drove him to the 9000 block 
Breezewood Terrace. The rider 
then produced a knife and an-
nounced a robbery. He fled on 
foot after obtaining money. He is 
described as Hispanic, 20 to 30 
years old, 5 feet 10 inches tall 
with a heavy build, wearing a 
black jacket, blue jeans and red-
and-black Nike sneakers.

Reckless Endangerment
December 23, 12:08 a.m., 

7700 block Hanover Parkway. Of-
ficers responded to a report of the 
sound of shots being fired and 
found several bullet casings in 
the area. There were no injuries 
but rounds did strike the interior 
walls of several residences.

Theft
December 19, 7:59 a.m. A 

15-year-old Greenbelt youth was 
arrested for a theft that had oc-
curred December 14 in the 9200 
block Springhill Lane. He was re-
leased to a parent pending action 
by the Juvenile Justice System.

December 24, 9100 block 
Springhill Lane. A package was 
taken from the front stoop of a 
residence on December 17.

Disorderly Conduct
December 24, 11:32 p.m., 

9300 block Edmonston Road. A 
30-year-old man was arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct, 
second degree assault on a police 
officer and resisting arrest after 
officers responded to a report 
of a disorderly person. He was 
released to the Department of 
Corrections for a hearing before a 
district court commissioner.

Meet 
Friends  

at the  
CO-OP

Paid advertisement.

 

 

 

 

 

Auto Auction
4e JPMorgan Ct.

Waldorf MD. 20601 
December 31 2019 
to January 16 2020

10 am
2014 Hyundai  
5NPDH4AE2EH502840

Burglary
December 23, 9:45 p.m., 5900 

block Cherrywood Terrace. The 
door chain lock to an apartment 
was found broken on the floor 
and the home had been entered 
but nothing appears to have been 
taken.

Vandalism
December 24, 6:15 p.m., 7500 

block Greenbrook Drive. Two 
bedroom windows of a residence 
were broken out by rocks.

Vehicle Crime
A 22-year-old nonresident was 

arrested and charged with theft 
after he was stopped for a traf-
fic violation. A computer check 
revealed that the tags on the ve-
hicle had been reported stolen to 
Prince George’s County police. 
He was released on citation pend-
ing trial.

A 17-year-old nonresident was 
arrested for rogue and vagabond 
by officers who responded to a 
report of possible tampering in 
progress. The youth was released 
to a parent pending action by the 
Juvenile Justice System.

One vehicle was stolen from 
the 9100 block Edmonston Court, 
a gray 2015 Toyota RAV4 with 
Maryland tags 9DS9489.

A key for wheel locks was 
taken from the 7900 block Man-
dan Road. Three tires and rims 
were taken from one vehicle on 
Frankfort Drive near Morrison 
Drive. Rear Pennsylvania tag 
3380878 was taken in the 6100 
block Breezewood Court.

Four thefts of items occurred 
after windows had been broken 
to gain access. In the 9100 block 
Springhill Lane a wallet was 
taken; in the 6100 block Breeze-
wood Court change was taken; 
in the 9000 block Breezewood 
Terrace, a notebook computer 
and wallet; and in the 7400 block 
Greenway Center Drive, personal 
identification cards and a credit 
card.

Attempted thefts were made in 
four locations after windows had 
been broken but nothing appeared 
to have been taken. Two occurred 
in the 7800 block Mandan Road 
and the others in the 8000 block 
Mandan Road and the 7700 block 
Hanover Parkway.

Vandalism was reported in the 
5900 block Cherrywood Terrace, 
where a brick was used to break 
out a window.

On Monday December 23, 
12:08 a.m. in the 7700 block 
Hanover Parkway, officers re-
sponded to a report of sounds of 
shots being fired near Greenway 
Center and found several bullet 
casings. No injuries were found, 
but rounds did strike the interior 
walls of several residences. A 
witness described possible sus-
pects seen running from the area 
as three males, young with thin 
builds, wearing all black clothing.

In response, police set up a 
mobile camera system the after-
noon of Thursday, December 26 
to aid in monitoring the area. 
The cameras were moved a short 
distance away soon after, for a 
better field of view.

The Greenbelt police share 
public frustration about these re-
cent events and assure residents 
that the department is making 
every possible effort to apprehend 
those responsible, with extra area-
specific patrols occurring now.

In addition to continuing a 
heavy police presence in the area 
and the ongoing efforts by in-
vestigators actively working this 
case, the department is working 
with police partners in the area to 
make the best use of all resources 
available. Police continue to work 
with school officials from nearby 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
and residence management rep-
resentatives. 

Anyone with any information 
about this incident or who might 
be responsible should contact the 
Greenbelt Police Department. 
You do not need to leave your 
name. Parents are urged to speak 
with their children about this. 
Any information from any source 
may help to put an end to these 

Police Actions After Shots
Fired Near Greenway Center

dangerous incidents and ensure a 
safe community for our residents. 
Do not hesitate to contact Detec-
tive Fernandez at 240-542-2133 
or the police department at 301-
474-7200.

Greenbelt police set up a new mobile video guard in the Greenbriar Condos parking lot, across 
from Eleanor Roosevelt High School.

- Photos by Steve Bucca

New Police Camera

Lizzy, reindeer-in-training, is spotted prancing in the 
Greenbelt Forest Preserve two days before Christmas.
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Hey  
Buisnesses,

Your customers 
read this paper. 
This ad is $15.

www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Traditional		  Monuments		  Cremation
Funerals					     Service

 Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

Family owned and operated
4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751	
(301) 937-1707		
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
  

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

  
                                            

Personal Injury, Civil, Criminal, Traffic Matters, DUI, Business Law &
Incorporation, Estate Planning & Administration, and

G.H.I. Settlements

66330055  IIvvyy  LLaannee,,  SSuuiittee  440088,,  GGrreeeennbbeelltt,,  MMDD  2200777700
330011--222200--33111111

LAW OFFICES OF
PATRICK J. MCANDREW, LLC.

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $10 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($15).  Dead-
line 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including those 
needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-ready 
ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

Richard Cantwell/Broker: 410-790-5099
Frances Fendlay: 240-481-3851
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749
Valerie Pierce: 301-802-4336

Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233
Christina Doss:410-365-6769
Sean Rooney: 410-507-3337

7829 BELLE POINT DRIVE, GREENBELT, MD 20770 301-441-1071

From all of us here at Town Center Realty,
we hope you had a wonderfull Christmas

and wish you a great New Year!

HELP WANTED

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

MERCHANDISE

STAIR LIFTS – Never walk up steps 
again! Buy new or certified pre-owned 
stair lifts at reduced prices.  Installa-
tion, lifetime warranty and free service 
contract included.  Call 301-448-5254.

NOTICES

LAWN & ORDER thanks the Greenbelt 
community for another successful year! 
In particular, Lawn & Order thanks 
those community members that dem-
onstrated their astute economic sense 
and superior aesthetic taste in utilizing 
Lawn & Order services. Happy New 
Year! 

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, wireless checkup, 
anti-virus, firewall, etc. 240-601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reasonable 
rates!  References available.  Patti, 
301-910-0050.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC – Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, drywall, LEAF REMOVAL, 
landscape design, flower beds, bucket 
truck services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com. 
301-318-5472. Insured.  Visa, Master-
Card, Discover.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one-time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering. Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials and waxing.  301-345-1849.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies/
slides to DVD. (H) 240-295-3994, (C) 
703-216-7293

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi duct-
less heat pump systems in Greenbelt 
Homes.  Call Mike at H & C Heating 
and Cooling, 301-953-2113.  Licensed 
and insured since 1969.

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc. Licensed & 
insured – free estimates. Accept credit 
cards. Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

ELECTRICAL WORKS – Commercial 
& Residential. D&M General Services, 
Licensed Master Electrician. Call 301-
346-5335.

http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-448-8703



















  



    

    

 
     
    

    
      



    
     















  
    
     

       
 
    

   
     




 

    
     
     



      

   
    
    


     


  



  
    


    
  
    

  
    
     

   
    
    


     
  
      
     



   

    



 

















Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men

301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Sports

JC Landscaping  
Fall Flowers*  

mums* pansies etc.
New Lawns* seeding* sod

Planting of ornamental trees 
and shrubs 

Fall cleanup – leaves – cutting 
back perennials, removal of 

trees and limbs.
Create new beds*  

raise beds with topsoil*
Plant ornamental trees and 

shrubs etc.
Free Estimates
301-742-0364

Susan Barker 
Realtor 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.675.1873 
Susan@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
www.freedomrealtyhomes.com 
Call Susan To Buy Or Sell 

Sarah V. Liska  
Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
Sarah@freedomrealtyhomes.com  
www.freedomrealtyhomes.com 
Serving Greenbelt since 2001 

7325 RADCLIFFE 13H HILLSIDE 8F SOUTHWAY 14B RIDGE RD 

Homes for Sale in 
Greenbelt 

 
LOW DOWN PAYMENT! 
7710 Hanover Pkwy #104 
This FHA-approved 
Greenbriar condo is just the 
ticket for someone who wants 
to own their own home in 
Greenbelt for very little money 
down. Two bedrooms, two 
baths, fresh carpet, upgraded 
baths, pretty new tile 
backsplash. Such a clean and 
comfortable home! Call me for 
details. 
 
6P Plateau Place 
Cheaper than rent! New 
siding, windows, doors, newly 
painted! This 2br 1 bath home 
sits on a bluff overlooking the 
forest. $130,000. 

 

Kim Kash 
301-789-6294 

kkash@caprikarealty.com 
www.caprikarealty.com 

 
 
	 Office: 410-571-4080 

The Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School (ERHS) Robotics Team, 
known as the Area 53 Alien Raid-
ers, hosted the first VEX robot-
ics tournament ever in Prince 
George’s County, the Capital 
Beltway Challenge, on December 
21.  VEX robotics is the largest 
high school robotics program 
globally with more than 20,000 
teams and is growing by leaps 
and bounds every year.  Students 
further their understanding of sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) by design-
ing, building and programming 
their robot to perform various 
tasks as required by each year’s 
tournament rules.

The VEX game is played on 
a 12-foot by 12-foot field; the 
2019-2020 game has 66 cubes 
available for scoring, and the 
objective is to score points by 
stacking cubes in goal areas and 
placing cubes in towers. Two al-
liances, composed of two teams 
each, compete in a two-minute 
game. 

Seven area teams fielded 17 
squads in total, coming from 
as far away as Hagerstown and 
Monkton, Md., with no fewer 
than six Roosevelt squads par-
ticipating. Squad 53A, in a strong 
performance, placed fourth and 
made it to the semi-finals of the 
tournament, and won the presti-
gious Judges Award as well.

The ERHS Robotics Team, 
coached by Mark Campbell, has 
38 members divided into seven 
squads this year, having grown 
steadily from 20 students and 
only four squads three years ago. 
The VEX season begins in June 
and runs throughout the school 
year to the State, U.S. National 
and World Championships in 
March and April. Team 53 meets 
every Thursday and many Fridays 
throughout the school year.

Area 53 Alien Raiders Host
Robotics Tournament at ERHS

by Deb Kaelberer

Four of the five 53A squad members are shown under the Capital 
Beltway Classic banner. From left, Auden Baldwin-Bott, Aditya 
Agarwal, Squad Leader Teresa Thoundayil and Kevin Yen.  The 
adults in the photo are some of the judges who determined the 
Judges Award winner.
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This is 
only $15

 For 8470 papers 
and a gazillion 

web views
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

Small Ad
BIG CLOUT

$15
www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com

VEGAN continued from page 4

woman Dr. Smith is living tes-
timony to the curative powers 
of veganism. After being an 
obese couch potato for years, she 
told us, “Today I am a super-fit, 
healthy 78-year-old, on no medi-
cation, a veteran of running over 
100,000 miles.” She has run 125 
marathons including at least one 
on all seven continents. (Who 
runs a marathon in Antarctica?)

Wright-Brown is co-owner 
of the Land of Kush, a vegan 
soul food bistro in Baltimore. 
“The food culture in Baltimore 
is changing. We have to educate, 
organize, publicize, promote – 

you have to promote what you’re 
doing,” she said enthusiastically. 
The evening’s buzz and hum was 
sponsored by Green Vegan Net-
working. Frank Gervasi, Alicia 
Deligianis and Jean Newcomb 
cooked a delicious vegan meal, 
while Lucy Duff, Donna Hoff-
meister and Susan Barnett dealt 
with the logistics. It is appropri-
ate that such an event is held at 
the New Deal Café, whose chefs, 
Leah and Michael Moon, serve 
customers a healthful aesthetically 
pleasing all vegan menu. The 
next Reel and Meal is June 17.

http://www.continentalmovers.net
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
http://www.GreenbeltNewsReview.com
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Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

MCCARL
 DENTAL GROUP

www.McCarlDental.com

$55 SMILE EVALUATION 
INCLUDES DIGITAL X-RAYS AND 

TREATMENT OPTIONS

We Have A Beautiful Smile Waiting For You!

Over 250 5-star reviews!

Dr. Jay McCarl, Dr. Dianna Lee, Dr. Clayton McCarl, Dr. Richard Duarte, and Dr. David McCarl 
are licensed general dentists.

There will not be a commu-
nity Christmas party this year 
[1944], according to Community 
Manager James T. Gobbel. Lights 
for a tree are unobtainable, and 
paper or imitation ornaments 
proved impractical last year, he 
explained.

These difficulties together with 
the manpower shortage led the 
Town Council to forego the tra-
ditional celebration. This is the 
second year that the community 
has failed to observe the holi-
day season publicly. In previous 
years, however, Christmas gave 
Greenbelters something to re-
member. There was the tall com-

From the Archives

Town’s Christmas
Isn’t What It Was

munity tree across the street from 
the Shopping Center, aglow with 
lights after a ceremony of speech-
es and carols. Many homes, too, 
brightened the town with outdoor 
trees lit with blue and green, red 
and yellow.

Best of all memories to early 
residents was Santa Claus, who 
usually appeared at the Vari-
ety Store about a week before 
Christmas. In 1938, financed by 
the Citizens Association and the 
Mothers Club, Santa Claus held 
open house with a present for 
every child in Greenbelt. And 
nearly a thousand showed up for 
the fun.

The Greenbelt News Review 
seeks a few more helpers in its 
advertising department.  For over 
80 years, this newspaper has 
flourished not just because of its 
advertisers and readers but be-
cause the ad staff is there to keep 
it all straight.  Every week, our 
ad staff corral the ads, make sure 
they get in the paper at the right 
size and track each and every one 
of them through to production.  
Without their careful oversight 
and dedication, the paper would 
be without the oxygen that keeps 
it going.  No Ads.  No paper.

Advertising office hours are 
Monday and Tuesday afternoons 
from 2 to 4 p.m. and Tuesday 
evening 6 to 8 p.m.. Currently 
six members help with advertis-
ing. Sylvia Lewis handles dis-
play advertising with the help 
of Suzette Joyner Thompson and 
JoEllen Sarff . Classifieds are the 
territory of Jessi Britton with help 
from Joanne Tucker and Patricia 
Novinski. When someone is out, 
everyone has to scurry to keep 
up – so some extra hands would 
be great to have.

The ad staff are part of the 
public face of the newspaper 
and some of our staff spend a 
fair amount of their time on the 
phone with customers or sort-
ing out occasional problems or 
concerns. A comfort level with 
computers is very useful and 
especially with MSExcel, which 
we use to record the ads as they 

Looking for a Fun Resolution?
Come Join the GNR Ad Team

arrive and to provide data feeds 
to our accounting system.  Ad 
staff are also encouraged to seek 
new advertisers or offer additional 
services to those we have.

If your New Year’s resolution 
includes doing something for 
your community (and yourself at 
the same time), this may be the 
perfect slot for you to fulfill your 
vow and still have a good time.  
The hours are short and predict-
able and the crew cheerful and 
energetic – indeed, sometimes 
downright rambunctious.  Sign up 
for a shift, become a member and 
learn the ways of the Greenbelt 
News Review.  

The pay for all this dedication 
is minimal.  Everyone who works 
consistently at the newspaper is 
a member and the members own 
the newspaper.  It is a worker 
cooperative that is more con-
cerned with its big impact on the 
community than big paychecks.  
The dividends paid to staff are 
not a living wage – but they’re 
a help.  Some staff elect to forgo 
dividends, instead essentially 
giving them back to support the 
newspaper.  Either way, members 
are dedicated to the weekly mir-
acle that is the Greenbelt News 
Review.

To find out more, call Sylvia 
Lewis at 301-474-4131 during 
office hours (or leave a message) 
or email the Ad Desk at ads@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.  

Greenbelt’s Co-op grocery 
store offers an efficient, budget-
friendly way to fight the eco-
logical damage caused by food 
waste. Bins throughout Co-op’s 
perishable food departments con-
tain ever-changing assortments of 
foods, drastically reduced in price 
and perfectly safe to consume. 

Many consumers misunder-
stand the dates displayed on food 
products. This labeling protocol is 
a creation of food packagers and 
is neither consistent nor regulat-
ed. Product dating (i.e., “sell by” 
or “use by” dates) is not required 
by federal regulations, according 
to the USDA website which says 
it is safe to use or freeze prod-
ucts with any sell-by date within 
three to five days of purchase.

Many charities and companies 
do try to recover foods that may 
be wasted due to these dates or 
some imperfection of size or ap-
pearance. Though some grocery 
stores attempt to transfer wasted 
food to charities, many choose 
not to.

“Wasting food uses up over 
$172 billion in wasted water,” 
claims Ben Simon, co-founder 
and CEO of Imperfect Foods. 
“Each year,” he says, “as a coun-
try we spend over $220 billion 
growing, transporting and pro-
cessing almost 70 million tons 
of food that ends up going to 
waste. Growing food that goes to 
waste ends up using 21 percent 
of our freshwater, 19 percent of 
our fertilizer, 18 percent of our 
cropland, and 21 percent of our 
landfill volume.”

Recovery efforts help, but they 
still require additional resources 
to identify, transport and distrib-
ute potentially wasted food to 
people who want it. Within the 

To Reduce Food Waste, Shop
Co-op’s Perishable Food Sales

by Lesley Kash

This beautiful little roasted chicken, reduced by 60% just one day 
after its sell-by date, is cheap enough to go into a soup pot whole.

- Photos by Lesley Kash

Soup stock can be made from a reduced chicken and vegetables.

Co-op, this transformation just 
involves a markdown pen and a 
move of a few feet to the sale 
bins.

Since sell-by dates are not 
a concern of the USDA, they 
need not worry savvy, budget-
conscious, environmentally-aware 
shoppers. Especially in the cold 

weather, when soup, chili and 
casseroles are warming and wel-
come, be resourceful and add a 
few extra ingredients. Co-op’s 
sale bins, scattered throughout 
the perishable food departments, 
can add extra flavor to the meal, 
nutrition to the family and money 
to the budget. 

Roof work at the Co-op supermarket continues.
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