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What Goes On
Saturday, January 26
9 a.m. to noon Electronics, 
Styrofoam and Paint Recy-
cling, Public Works Yard
Monday, January 28
8 p.m. City Council Meeting, 
Municipal Building
Wednesday, January 30
7:30 p.m. Four Cities Meet-
ing, College Park

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

This is the first article in a 
series on the City of Greenbelt’s 
Stakeholder Meeting with Frank-
lin Park Representatives.

The December 19 Greenbelt 
City Council stakeholder work-
session with representatives of 
Franklin Park at Greenbelt Sta-
tion apartments was notable for 

City Council, Franklin Park
Discuss Maintenance Issues

by James Giese

the turnout of six representatives 
for the 2,800-unit apartment com-
plex in Greenbelt West and the 
business-like conduct of a meet-
ing with a lengthy list of topics 
to cover.  Besides the normal 
city staff, representatives of the 
departments of Planning and 
Community Development, Po-
lice and Recreation participated.  
Representing Franklin Park were 
Timeka Anderson, senior regional 
manager; Denise Knight, direc-

tor of resident services; 
Iman Taylor, director 
of sales and marketing; 
Mark Pauley, director of 
maintenance; Lea Garcia, 
asset manager, and Gail 
Comfort, vice president 
of operations.

Mayor Pro Tem Ju-
dith Davis’s first topic 
was the status of build-
ing restoration from the 
July fire that badly dam-
aged one of the building 
sections. Knight said that 

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

Nearly 400 volunteers showed 
up at Beltway Plaza on Monday, 
January 21 to assemble and dis-
tribute bags of free groceries to 
those in need. 

The event, called A Day ON 
to Feed the Community, gave 
volunteers the opportunity to ob-
serve the federal holiday of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birth-
day as a day of service. Beltway 
Plaza hosted the event, organized 
with the National Capital Baptist 
Convention and County Council 
Member at-large Mel Franklin.

Franklin thanked Beltway 
Plaza for hosting the event and 
stated, “The Federal Government 
may be shut down, but love, 
compassion and serving each 
other is not shut down in Prince 
George’s County.” He added that 
“Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is 
looking down on these volunteers 

Volunteers Flood Mall: Mark
MLK Day Through Service

by Melissa Sites

It was, Mayor Emmett Jordan 
noted, a cold and snowy night 
as he opened the January 14 
meeting of the Greenbelt City 
Council.  Council’s discussion of 
the replacement of the heating, 
ventilation and air condition-
ing (HVAC) system and roof at 
the theater in Roosevelt Center, 
however, provided plenty of heat.  
Council also took action on the 
five locations where a county-
funded bike-share project propos-

Theater HVAC; Bikeshare 
Discussed by City Council

by Diane Oberg

es to put stations and introduced 
for first reading a resolution to 
hire architectural experts to work 
on the Cherrywood Lane Green 
and Complete Street project. 

Theater
Council authorized, on a six 

to one vote with Councilmember 
Rodney Roberts opposed, the 
city to proceed with the bidding 
process to replace the roof and 
HVAC system at the Old Green-
belt Theatre. 

The roof and HVAC system 
at Old Greenbelt Theatre were 
not renovated prior to the the-
ater’s reopening in 2015, and 
both are now past their expected 
lives. Having conducted exten-
sive research and planning, the 
city’s Public Works Department 
presented its plans and timetable 
to council. 

Assistant Director of Public 
Works Brian Kim described some 
of the steps Public Works has 
taken during the planning phase.  
A structural engineer has con-
firmed that the building is strong 
enough to support the new roof 
and roof-mounted HVAC equip-
ment.  Installation of the HVAC 
will involve four “penetrations” 
of the roof. Any exposed rebar 
will be coated with a zinc finish.

The current roof was installed 
For the first time, Prince 

George’s County Council has 
two at-large members whose role 
is to cut across local boundaries 
and work for the county as a 
whole. Councilmembers-at-large 
Mel Franklin and Calvin Hawkins 
showed that perspective as they 
responded to the city’s legislative 
priorities in a worksession on 
January 16. 

As the meeting began, Frank-
lin spoke about his priorities as 
an at-large member. He wants 
to cut across territorial boundar-
ies and interests to accomplish a 
wider agenda that brings munici-
palities and the county council 
together. This involves growing 

Council and At-large County
Reps Trade Priorities, Ideas

by Cathie Meetre

the economy and improving the 
schools. He anticipates the ef-
fective use of increased state 
funding for education that should 
result from a change in how 
Maryland funds its schools. He 
confessed that he was also still 
hopeful that the FBI would come 
to Greenbelt.

Hawkins admitted to being 
overwhelmed and excited about 
his new role after his swearing-
in in December. Unlike Franklin, 
he was not previously a coun-
cilmember, though as a senior 
aide to Rushern Baker III, past 
county executive, he was well-
schooled in county council ways. 

Federal Government 
Shutdown Assistance 

In Greenbelt: The Greenbelt Recreation department is supporting 
furloughed federal employees and contractors by granting free use 
of the pool and fitness facilities and free exercise classes: Gymbo-
ramba/Tumblebugs, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fridays in the Youth Center 
Gym and free Fit’N’Fun Cardio, 10 to 11:15 a.m. Wednesday and 
Friday in the Community Center Gym.

Prince George’s County:  County residents can visit a special 
website to find information for those affected by the shutdown (see 
princegeorgescountymd.gov/3053/Federal-Government-Shutdown-
Assistance).  This website lists various departments offering help 
including the Health Department, Social Services, Unemployment 
and various organizations that partner with the county.

For State of Maryland: For information on energy assistance 
and protection against utility turnoff visit dhr.maryland.gov/office-
of-home-energy-programs/.

For Food Pantries: Help by Phone runs eight food pantries in 
Prince George’s County. Call 301-699-9009, Monday through Fri-
day 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For St. Hugh’s in Greenbelt, call the church 
main number at 301-474-4322. 

A frost-covered  Sweetgum pod
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County Councilmember Mel Franklin (center) greets Greenbelt 
Mayor Emmett Jordan and Beltway Plaza General Counsel Marc 
Kapastin at Beltway Plaza's volunteer food distribution event on 
January 21.
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right now.” 
While the event had a festive 

atmosphere, it was not logisti-
cally easy. Volunteers showed 

up at the mall in unexpectedly 
large numbers. Many children 
and teenagers volunteered their 

Ronda Ansted plays Millie Martindale and Win Britt plays 
Jim Baxter in the Greenbelt Arts Center production of Perfect 
Arrangement, opening February 1. See story page 7.
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New GAC Production

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://princegeorgescountymd.gov/3053/Federal-Government-Shutdown-Assistance).
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http://dhr.maryland.gov/office-of-home-energy-programs/.
http://dhr.maryland.gov/office-of-home-energy-programs/.
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Letters to the Editor

See LETTERS, page 6

On Screen

Beale Street and More Queens
If Beale Street Could Talk, told through the eyes of 19-year-old 

Tish, takes place in Harlem in the early 1970s.  Tish and Fonny 
are in love and engaged when he is accused of a crime he didn’t 
commit.  This is a timeless and moving love story about a couple’s 
unbreakable bond and the empowering embrace of the African 
American family, starring Kiki Taryn as Tish and Stephen James as 
Fonny; Barry Jenkins directs. (117 minutes, R)

Also showing is The Favourite, a period comedy-drama. Britain 
is at war with France and Queen Anne is on the throne, in ill health 
and with little interest in governing. Her companion and confidante, 
Sarah Churchill, effectively rules the country through her influence 
on the Queen. Meanwhile Abigail, Sarah’s impoverished cousin, 
arrives at court and sees a way to ingratiate herself to the Queen 
in order to return to her aristocratic roots.  Shadowy figures from 
history are used to stage a comedy of power struggles. Flattery, 
elaborate feasts and sex are all part of a grand game to see who 
will hold the Queen’s allegiance. Starring Olivia Coleman as Queen 
Anne, Rachel Weisz as Lady Sarah Churchill and Emma Stone as 
Abigail. (119 minutes, R)

The biographical film Bohemian Rhapsody follows the musi-
cal group Queen, their lead singer Freddie Mercury and their hit 
songs including Bohemian Rhapsody, Another One Bites the Dust 
and We Are the Champions. The film shows Mercury from when 
he joins the band in 1970 to their Live Aid performance in 1985. 
Rami Melek plays Mercury. Queen members Brian May and Roger 
Taylor worked as collaborators. (133 minutes, PG-13.

- Julie Rapp and Amy Hansen

SHOWTIMES
January 25th - 31st

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
(PG-13) (DVS) (CC) (2018) 

(133 mins)
 Fri. 2:00 PM 
Sat. 7:30 PM 

Sun. 2:00 PM (OC)  
Mon. 7:30 PM
 Tues. 5:00 PM 
Wed. 2:00 PM 

Thurs. 7:30 PM

THE FAVOURITE
(R) (DVS) (CC) (2018) 

(121 mins)
 Fri. 7:30 PM - Guest 

Speaker 
Sat. 2:00 PM 
Sun. 7:30 PM 
Mon. 5:00 PM 
Tues. 2:00 PM 
Wed. 7:30 PM 

Thurs. 5:00 PM 

IF BEALE STREET 
COULD TALK

 (R) (DVS) (CC) (2018) 
(120 mins)

Fri. - Sun. 5:00 PM 
Mon. 2:00 PM 
Tues. 7:45 PM 
Wed. 5:00 PM 

Thurs. 2:00 PM 

20TH ANIMATED SHOW 
OF SHOWS

(PG) (2018) (98 mins) 
Sat 11:00 AM

 
STORYTIME ON SCREEN

Mon. 10:30 AM - FREE

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members Always $6.50!

Members' Kids Free!
Adults $9, Senior/Student 

$8, Kids $6 
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Service

Movies since 1938

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Service
Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 -10 p.m.

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131; Fax: 301-965-8247

editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com (stories, letters, photos)
ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com (ads)

business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Community Calendar:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar

CIRCULATION   Circulation Coordinator:  Karen Yoho circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
Greenbelt East: Contact Condominium Homeowner's Association
Circulation and Distribution information also available at:
 www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution/

Published weekly since 1937 by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cathie Meetre, president; Diane Oberg, vice president; Deanna Dawson, secretary; Ray 
Zammuto, treasurer; Tom Jones, Pat Scully and Sylvia Lewis.

Business Manager: Mary Halford

DEADLINES: Letters, Articles and Classified Ads - 8 p.m. Tuesday. Display Ads 4 p.m. 
Monday, 8 p.m. Tuesday if camera ready. Materials for publication may be mailed to 
address above, deposited in our box in the Co-op grocery store (by 7 p.m. Tuesday) or 
brought to our office in the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, during office hours. 
Mail subscriptions—$50/year. 

STAFF
Matt Arbach, Mary Ann Baker, Peggy Barrett, Ann Bauman, Judy Bell, Judi  
Bordeaux, Melinda Brady, Jessi Britton, Rick Coleman, Jill Connor, Bill Cornett,  
Cynthia Cummings, Peter Curt is, Deanna Dawson, Justine Desmarais, 
Leigh Ellis, Angie Evans, Ana Fernandez-Napp, Kathleen Gallagher, Anne  
Gardner, Jon Gardner, James Giese, Bernadette Gormally, Jim Gray, Carol 
Griffith, Mary Halford, Amy Hansen, Peggy Higgins, Donna Hoffmeister, Rebecca 
Holober, Larry Hull, Ginny Jones, Jeff Jones, Suzette Joyner, Jennifer Moser Jurling, 
Lesley Kash, Sue Krofchik, Sandra Lange, Sylvia Lewis, Jim Link, Marcie Lissauer, 
Chris Logan, Linda Lucas, Marc Manheimer, Joan Marionni, Kathleen McFarland, 
Cathie Meetre, Mary Moien, Elaine Nakash, Carolina Napp-Avelli, Patricia Novinski, 
Diane Oberg, Gail Phillips, Marylee Platt, Peter Reppert, Maya Robinson, JoEllen 
Sarff, Pat Scully, Carl Seely, Melissa Sites, Lola Skolnik, Helen Sydavar, Nancy  
Tolzman, Joanne Tucker, Jean Turkiewicz, Alan Turnbull, Lynn White, Janice Wolf, 
Karen Yoho, Ray Zammuto, Stan Zirkin and Dea Zugby.

News Review
Greenbelt
AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977

Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita

Gary Childs, Editor

LOVE NOTES
are coming!
See ad on page 15

 - News Review, December 14, 2017

Corrections
The City Notes in last 

week’s paper underreported 
the number of attendees at the 
snow day free movie Small-
foot by an order of magnitude: 
eyewitnesses say approximately 
300 people, mostly children, 
attended. 

Last week’s article about the 
potluck for people affected by 
the shutdown had the incor-
rect abbreviation for Greenbelt 
Community Church, United 
Church of Christ where the 
event was held. The church 
name should be abbreviated 
GCC.

Greenbelt Gratitude
I’ve just finished reading the 

January 17 News Review and 
am, once again, simply amazed. 
Is there really such a place, and 
am I really living here? The gen-
erosity, creativity and drive of 
the people and institutions of our 
town are especially refreshing at 
a time when our national govern-
ment can’t seem to tie its shoes 
without descending into mean-
spirited chaos. The reality of “El-
eanor’s town” becomes more mi-
raculous with every passing year. 
Neighbors helping neighbors with 
a “furlough potluck,” the Co-op 
grocery store turning a leaky 
roof into a solar-powered vision 
for the future, a new Economic 
Development Coordinator who 
is thinking not just about busi-
ness, but about “people, housing, 
environment, arts and culture, 
education and civic engagement.” 

And that’s just the front page! 
On every page is a reminder of 
how blessed we are to live here: 
a free repair day at MakerSpace, 
dedicated employees who work 
round-the-clock to clear snow, 
the New Deal Cafe’s monthly 
social justice films, programs for 
seniors, teens and children. An 
Arts Center, our fabulous non-
profit movie theater, an Aquatic 
Center (free for furloughed work-
ers), a Credit Union – we even 
have our own City Observatory 
complete with astronomers, for 
heaven’s sake!

Kudos to the new News Re-
view editor, Gary Childs, for cap-
turing our spirit in such a color-
ful, compelling way. And thanks 
to all my neighbors and friends 
who have made my 30-plus years 
in Greenbelt so rich and joyful. 
I urge everyone to invest in our 
future by supporting Greenbelt 
businesses and contributing as 
much as you can to the Co-op’s 
Rooftop Solar Array Project, 
highlighted in the News Review 
and at https://solar.greenbelt.coop.

Melanie Lynn Griffin

I Do Not Understand
Usually when Metro stations 

have been built and opened in the 
DMV, the areas around or near 
each station got built up or revi-

talized. I do not understand why 
nothing has been built around the 
Greenbelt Metro Station, which 
opened in May 1993, over 25 
years ago. Think of all the rev-
enue Greenbelt, Prince George’s 
County and others could be gen-
erating for Greenbelt and the resi-
dents by not having us residents 
travel elsewhere for nicer places 
to shop and better and healthier 
places to eat, among other things. 
Council and our county govern-
ment should look at Wegmans 
in Lanham (what was done there 
with open space), Wheaton Mall 
and Columbia Mall to see how 
they are revitalizing their areas 
currently. The Greenbelt group 
should not wait any longer to do 
something with the open space 
around the Greenbelt Metro. 

In the January 17 issue of the 
News Review, there is a half-
page article about Beltway Plaza 
Redevelopments Under Renewed 
Review by the City of Green-
belt, Prince George’s County and 
Quantum Companies. Toward the 
bottom of the second column, the 
second to last line says “Kapastin 
expected that any ultimate chang-
es are still between five and 20 
years away.” Are all parties wait-
ing until the 100th anniversary of 
the City of Greenbelt to get into 
the 21st Century? By then, we’ll 
be almost half way to the 22nd 
Century. Why the long wait? I do 
not understand…

Gail Phillips

Mini Cell Towers Soon
Coming to Greenbelt

In December of 2018 the city 
council enacted an ordinance 
establishing a permitting process 
that will allow so called “mini 
cells” to be installed in city rights 
of way. These mini cell towers 
are needed to implement the new 
5G millimeter wave technology, 
which will necessitate mini cell 
towers approximately every 10 
houses.

Recent scientific studies (see 
ehtrust.org) have shown a com-
pelling link between microwave 
cell tower radiation and adverse 
health effects, including cancer, 

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution/
https://solar.greenbelt.coop
http://ehtrust.org


Thursday, January 24, 2019          GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW  Page 3

Community Events

More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

Text gen layout for GAC ad, 4 columns by 5 inches for the  
January 24, 2019 edition 

 
 

  
 

 
 

GATe will be premiering a Feature Film from this year’s  
feature films from the Utopia Film Festival,  
repeating every night at 8pm for one week  

starting Friday, January 25th 
 

“A Teachable Moment,” (2018) 
 

Every 40 seconds, a stroke radically changes  
someone’s life. Once considered an over 65 disease,  

strokes attack adults as young as 30.  
Discover the story of four survivors  

searching for their new normal. 
 

 

 
Orientation - FREE 

Saturday, Jan. 26th at 10am 
 

Learn how to become a member of GATe!   
Start creating your own videos!  

RSVP to greenbeltaccess@gmail.com to get  
our policies & procedures handbook.  

 

Camera Bootcamp 
Saturday, Feb. 9th at 9:30am 

 

Learn the basics of camera operation  
and become certified. Prereq: Orientation 

 

Greenbelt Offers
Shutdown Specials

Greenbelt is offering several 
programs and resources to as-
sist residents who are impacted 
by the government shutdown. 
Furloughed federal employees 
and contractors can receive free 
admission for themselves and up 
to two guests to the Greenbelt 
Aquatic & Fitness Center. A se-
lection of Greenbelt Recreation 
exercise classes is also being of-
fered for free while the shutdown 
lasts.

Please see City Informa-
tion and Events on page 5 
for  more  de ta i l s  and  v is i t  
greenbeltmd.gov/community/ 
furlough-information-and-help for 
a list of other shutdown programs 
provided by Community Crisis 
Services.

Menu for Senior 
Nutrition Program

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon. Meals 
must be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food 
is ordered. Call 301-397-2208 
ext. 4215.

All meals, which provide at 
least one-third of Recommended 
Dietary Allowances for older 
adults, include margarine, coffee 
or tea and skim milk. Menus for 
the week of January 28 are as 
follows:

Monday, January 28: fiesta 
chicken, cilantro lime rice, Mexi-
cali vegetables, wheat bread, 
mandarin oranges, apple juice.

Tuesday, January 29: potato 
crusted fish, garlic whipped po-
tatoes, glazed carrots, dinner roll, 
tropical fruit, grape juice.

Wednesday, January 30: beef 
chili with beans, brown rice, 
broccoli, saltine crackers, spiced 
apples, orange juice.

Thursday, January 31: creamy 
paprika chicken, buttered bowtie 
pasta, ratatouille, wheat bread, 
fresh fruit, cranberry juice. 

Friday, February 1: menu un-
available.

RUAK Organizes First
Greenbelt HUG Walk

RUAK (Random Unselfish 
Acts of Kindness) is organizing 
the first Help Unite Greenbelt 
(HUG) Walk to be held on Sun-
day, March 31.

All Greenbelters are invited to 
participate in this event, joining 
the walk in any of the Greenbelt 
neighborhoods noted below and 
continuing through Greenbelt. 
RUAK requests that any and all 
groups and individuals from the 
community co-sponsor this no-
cost event, spread the word and 
join their neighbors to celebrate 
Greenbelt as a special warm and 
welcoming place we call home.

HUG Walk Schedule: 1 p.m., 
gathering at Greenbelt Station; 
1:30 p.m., walk kickoff; 2 p.m., 
walk continues from Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center; 2:30 
p.m., join the walk at Buddy At-
tick Park; 3 p.m., join the walk at 
Roosevelt Center; 3:30 p.m., join 
the walk at Greenbriar Commu-
nity Center; 4 p.m., join the walk 
at Windsor Green Community 
Center; 4:30 p.m. walk concludes 
at Schrom Hills Park.

Any group that wishes to co-
sponsor this event should contact 
RUAK at spreadruak@gmail.com 
or Robert Goldberg-Strassler at 
301-345-8755 by Friday, March 
15.

Free Art Drop-in 
On February 3

The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 
Program welcomes visitors of 
all ages to attend a community 
art drop-in on Sunday, Febru-
ary 3.  Admission is free, but 
reservations are required. Make 
your own drum in a workshop 
with Karen Arrington, artist in 
residence. All materials will be 
provided. 

To reserve a seat, contact 
Anne Gardner at agardner@ 
greenbeltmd.gov. Seatings will be 
available at 1 and 2 p.m. 

While visiting, see the new 
art gallery exhibit, Upside Down 
House: Unconventional Fam-
ily Portraiture by Robert Cantor, 
Maura Doern Danko and Amanda 
Demos Larsen. Enjoy the humor 
and mystery of works by three 
painters who use family photos as 
a point of departure. 

See the Greenbelt Museum’s 
current exhibit at the Community 
Center, The Knowing Hands that 
Carve This Stone:  The New Deal 
Art of Lenore Thomas Straus. 
Straus is best known locally as 
the creator of the iconic Mother 
and Child statue in Roosevelt 
Center and the impressive bas 
reliefs on the façade of the Com-
munity Center.  

For more information about 
City of Greenbelt art programs, 
visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts or call 
301-397-2208. Arts programs are 
sponsored in part by the Mary-
land State Arts Council. 

Mars at Star Party 
Saturday Evening

The Astronomical Society of 
Greenbelt will host a star party, 
free and open to the public, on 
Saturday evening, January 26 at 
the City Observatory at Northway 
Fields. Attendees may expect to 
see Mars and deep sky objects 
such as galaxies, nebulae and 
star clusters currently high in the 
sky, viewed through our observa-
tory telescope and astronomical 
camera. As always, visitors are 
welcome to set up their own tele-
scopes on the hill.

Observing will begin at around 
6:30 p.m. and continue for two 
hours. Attendees are asked to 
park in the ballfield lot, not up 
on the hill, unless bringing a 
telescope. The 
star party will 
b e  c a n c e l e d 
without notice if 
it is hopelessly 
cloudy.

LED Light Pollution
Talk on January 31

The Astronomical Society of 
Greenbelt will be meeting on 
Thursday, January 31 at 7:30 
p.m. in Room 114 of the Com-
munity Center. The speaker will 
be Milt Roney, speaking on the 
topic of Light Pollution and You. 
Over the past few years, the 
issue of color temperature has 
risen to paramount importance 
in the discussion of light pollu-
tion. The high pressure sodium 
(HPS) lights that power most of 
our streetlights are being replaced 
with vastly more economical 
LED lights. Initially, these lights 
shone with a color temperature 
of 6,500 Kelvin. (If you don’t 
understand color temperature, 
we’ll explain.) These blueish 
6,500K lights create more sky 
glow than the older lights, and 
that’s a problem for us. We’ll dis-
cuss progress on working toward 
better lights and what more needs 
to be done.

Arts Advisory Board
Meets February 5

The Greenbelt Arts Advisory 
Board (AAB) meets Tuesday, 
February 5 at 7 p.m. in Room 
112 at the Community Center. 
Topics are expected to include: 
selection of a grant review panel 
representative; a suggestion for 
murals on the Route 193 overpass 
above Route 295 and planning 
for an AAB-sponsored mixer 
event. 

Declaration Play, Talk
At ERHS in February

The Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School Theatre Department will 
present Declaration by Jonathan 
Dorf on Thursday, February 14 
at 4 p.m. and Friday,, February 
15 at 7 p.m. This play centers on 
students whose school suffers a 
mass shooting. A post-show dis-
cussion with students and com-
munity members will occur after 
each performance. The play may 
be unsuitable for young children. 
Donations will be taken. A por-
tion of the proceeds will benefit 
March for Our Lives.

Thoughtful Discussion
At MakerSpace

What does it mean to forgive? 
Is it something to be learned or 
an innate human trait? Does it 
help the person who is forgiven 
or the one doing the forgiving? 
Is it ever beneficial not to forgive 
– or to forgive but not forget? 
The thoughtful discussion group 
that meets at the MakerSpace on 
Tuesdays at 7:15 p.m. will ex-
plore the ramifications of forgive-
ness on January 29. All who wish 
to share their insights on this 
topic, and some cheerful banter, 
are welcome to attend.

Greenbelt Unplugged:
Board Games, Planning

On Sunday,  January  27 , 
Greenbelt Unplugged will host a 
board games and event planning 
session from 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
Youth Center Conference Room.  
Board games will happen from 
3 to 5 p.m. or so.  From 5 to 6 
p.m. at least one table will be 
dedicated to planning next year’s 
events. Come let us know what 
things would get you out of your 
house – or even bring people to 
your house! Nothing’s off the 
table (except maybe staying home 
alone trying to beat your personal 
best Candy Crush score).

Toastmasters Meet
The Greenbelt Toastmasters 

Club will meet on Wednesday, 
January 30 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Social Hall of Greenbelt Com-
munity Church at Hillside and 
Crescent Roads. The group offers 
professionals, students, stay-at-
home parents and retirees a sup-
portive environment to improve 
skills in communications and 
leadership. For more information 
call 240-542-8625.

http://greenbeltmd.gov/community/
mailto:spreadruak@gmail.com
http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
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Obituaries

Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Greenbelt 
residents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  We try to include 
information about participation 
in various activities and orga-
nizations, where the person 
lived and something about 
the family.  A photograph and 
service information should be 
included.  There is no charge.

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

“No light can compare with the light of justice. The 
establishment of order in the world and the tranquility 

of the nations depend upon it.” - Baha’i Writings

Greenbelt Baha'i' Community

1-800-22-UNITE
Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com

301-345-2918
www.greenbeltbahais.org

Mishkan Torah
Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770    301-474-4223
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egali-

tarian synagogue that respects tradition and becomes 
your extended family in the 21st century.

Shabbat services:  Friday evening at 8:00 PM, 
Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K–12 and for adults.
Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes.  Concert choir.  Social Action program.
Opportunity for  leadership development.
Moderate, flexible dues.  High holiday seating for visitors.
Sisterhood.  Men's Club.  Other Social Activities.
Interfaith families are welcome.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

January 27    10 a.m.
"Wait, What?"

Rev. Rachel Christensen; with Elizabeth Porter, Worship Associate

What are life`s essential questions? Considering the book by James 
Ryan.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

Never put a period where a comma should be . . . 

Whoever you are and wherever you 
are on your Spiritual journey, you are 

welcome HERE.

1 Hillside Road, Greenbelt 301-474-6171 Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff

Greenbelt Community Church

Join us for this Sunday’s  
message at 10:15  

“Fulfilled”

Next six weeks’ study: Co-creators with God.

Christian Science Church
8300 Adelphi Road,  
Hyattsville, MD

Do all to the Glory of God

Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
Church Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday meeting 7:30 p.m.Worship with us at

G r e e n b e l t  B a p t i s t

Biblical
Confessional

Reformed
Gospel Centered

C h u r c h

Sunday School

9:15 am

Worship Service

10:30 am

Evening Service

6:00 pm

«101 Greenhill Rd. Greenbelt MD»
www.greenbeltbaptist.org

301-474-4212
   @GreenbeltBaptist

Shirley Marie Hibbs

Shirley Marie Hibbs, formerly 
of Lakeside Drive, died on De-
cember 4, 2018, surrounded by 
her family. She had a great, full 
life and will be missed tremen-
dously by her family and a mul-
titude of friends.

Shirley was born on May 12, 
1927, the daughter of Edward and 
Mildred Taylor and younger sister 
of Jane. She grew up in Mag-
nolia, N.J., which she affection-
ately called “one square mile of 
happiness.” She graduated from 
Haddon Heights High School in 
1945, and worked in her father’s 
Chevrolet dealership after gradu-
ation. She met her quiet hus-
band Ray shortly after the end of 
World War II. Ray had served in 
the Pacific theater with the Navy. 
Shirley was able to draw out the 
reserved Ray to the point where 
Ray’s mother said, “Who is that 
girl that is able to keep you talk-
ing for so long?”

They were married on August 
21, 1948, and had six children: 
Steve, Debbie, Brad, Tom, Gary 
and Jeff. In 1964 they moved 
from Haddon Heights to Lake-
side Drive. Mrs. Hibbs called 
Greenbelt her Brigadoon after 
that magical Scottish village high-
lighted in the 1954 movie of the 
same name.

Mrs. Hibbs loved raising her 

family in this wonderful town. 
She was a caring friend and 
listening ear to many. She cared 
deeply about others, volunteering 
in many different roles involving 
community and church activi-
ties. She was devoted to Meals 
on Wheels for many years, also 
helping at multiple events at 
various churches in the commu-
nity, the Greenbelt Convalescent 
Center and the crafting club, 
among others. She was regularly 
seen walking around town (often 
picking up trash), easily connect-
ing with all of her friends and 
neighbors. Mr. and Mrs. Hibbs 
moved into Riderwood Village in 
2005 and, after his death in 2013, 
Mrs. Hibbs moved to Greenspring 
Village in Springfield, Va., where 
she lived until her death.

She is survived by her six 
children and their spouses, 18 
grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren. A service cel-
ebrating her life will be held at 
Greenspring Village on Saturday, 
February 2 at 1 p.m. In her mem-
ory, the family requests that, in 
lieu of flowers, contributions to 
the ministry Young Life be made 
in her name. Checks should be 
made payable to Young Life and 
sent to P.O. Box 70065, Prescott, 
AZ 86304-7065, indicating on the 
check for the support of Stephen 
Herman.

Frances Roth
Frances Virginia (Broy) Roth, 

93, died at home on the after-
noon of January 19, 2019, after 
battling numerous chronic health 
conditions. Her two children were 
with her. Born August 12, 1925, 
in Washington, D.C., Frances was 
the second of six children born to 
Virginia and Addison Broy. She 
grew up in Hyattsville, attended 
Edmonston Elementary and Blad-
ensburg High School and married 
Robert “Bob” Eugene Roth on 
April 2, 1943. 

Mrs. Roth had been a mem-

ber of the Greenbelt American 
Legion Post #136 Auxiliary since 
1978. One of the highlights of 
her life was spending summers 
in Germantown with her aunt and 
uncle, Helen and Alfred Spates. 
It was there that she developed a 
friendship with Barbara, a neigh-
bor girl of the same age. They 
played together and Barbara’s 
dad would often take the two 
girls out to restaurants to eat, to 
get ice cream and to Washington 
Senators’ baseball games. Bar-
bara’s dad was the great baseball 
pitcher, Walter Johnson, who 
was among the first five baseball 
players inducted into the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.

Mrs. Roth is survived by 
her two children, Sandra (Tom) 
Starcher and Robert, Jr.; grand-
son Robert Starcher (Kari) and 
great grandsons Gavin and Brent 
Starcher. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, her hus-
band and her five siblings: Elsie 
Walker, Howard Broy, James 
Broy, Shirley Smythe and Helen 
Payton. Mrs. Roth loved her fam-
ily and loved animals, including 
her two St. Bernards, Barney and 
Brandy.

At her request, the family will 
not hold a funeral service. She 
asked to be cremated and her 
ashes placed with those of her 
husband. 

For those wishing to remem-

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Frances Roth who died 
on Saturday, January 19. She had 
been a member of the Greenbelt 
American Legion Post #136 Aux-
iliary since 1978.

Our sympathy to the fam-
ily and friends of Shirley Marie 
Hibbs who died on Tuesday, De-
cember 4. Shirley loved Green-
belt.

Condolences also to the family 
and friends of Barbara Sanford 
Compton, who died on Monday, 
January 14. She worked at res-
taurants in Greenbelt for many 
years and lived here in her senior 
years.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Frances (Broy) Roth
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Barbara Sanford (Thomas) 
Compton

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
KI

M
 C

O
M

PT
O

N
 C

A
N

T

ber Frances in some way, she 
asked that a donation be made 
to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital (stjude.org) or to a fa-
vorite charity.  

Barbara Compton

Barbara Sanford (Thomas) 
Compton died Monday, January 
14, 2019, at MedStar Montgom-
ery Hospital in Olney, Md., at 
the age of 71. Barb was born 
to parents Arthur Sanford and 

See OBITUARIES, page 6

Shirley Marie Hibbs
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mailto:Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
http://www.greenbeltbaptist.org
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://stjude.org
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City Information & Events

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.

There are currently vacancies on: Advisory Committee of
Education, Community Relations Advisory Board, Greenbelt 
Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability, Senior 

Citizens Advisory Committee, and Youth Advisory Committee. 
Info: 301-474-8000

MEETINGS FOR JANUARY 28 - FEBRUARY 1
Monday, January 28 at 8:00pm REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING at Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road. Live on 
Verizon 21, Comcast 71 & 996, and Streaming at www.greenbeltmd.
gov/municipaltv

Tuesday, January 29 at 3:30pm SENIOR CITIZENS ADVISO-
RY COMMITTEE at Community Center, 15 Crescent Rd.  
On the Agenda: FORA/GAIL Update, Widowed Persons Update, 
Staircase Edging Update, Greenbelt Connection Hours, Reappoint-
ment to Committee, and Grant Review Panel.

Tuesday, January 29 at 7:30pm GREEN ACES MEETING at 
Community Center, 15 Crescent Rd. On the Agenda: Planning 
Department Presents Complete and Green Streets Policy Document 
and Updates from Sustainability Framework

Wednesday, January 30 at 7:30pm FOUR CITIES MEETING 
at College Park.
Wednesday, January 30 at 7:30pm ADVISORY PLANNING 
BOARD at Greenbelt Library, 15 Crescent Road. On the Agen-
da: Discussion of Proposed Redevelopment Plans for Beltway Plaza

The schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that  
a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000.

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING
Municipal Building, Monday, January 28, 2019, 8:00 p.m.

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as 
recommended by staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda 
by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City 
Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules.)
Minutes of Council Meeting
Administrative Reports
Committee Reports
LEGISLATION
A Resolution To Authorize The Negotiated Purchase Of Professional 
Architectural/Engineering Services For The Cherrywood Lane Green 
And Complete Street Retrofit Project From Charles P. Johnson & As-
sociates, Inc. (CPJ) At A Cost Not To Exceed
$130,710.  - 2nd Reading, Adoption

OTHER BUSINESS
- Update on Greenbelt Station TIF Financing 
- State Legislation
- ACE Report 2019-01 (2019 Grant Proposals)
- Legislative Dinner Follow-Up 
- Council Activities 
- Council Reports 

SCHEDULING OF FUTURE MEETINGS
 
NOTE:  This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change. Regular Coun-
cil meetings are open to the public, and all interested citizens are in-
vited to attend.  If special accommodations are required for any dis-
abled person, please call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the 
meeting day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or e-mail  
banderson@greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk.

Volunteers are 
needed on 

February 2  
10am – 1pm 

Be a part of the 
community effort to 
protect trees from 
beaver herbivory at 

Buddy Attick Park. Volunteers will work with Public Works staff 
to place wire caging around the trunks of native trees to protect 
them from beaver herbivory. Volunteers will meet at the Public 
Works building located at 555 Crescent Road Greenbelt, MD 
20770. The building entrance is located at the bottom of the 

Buddy Attick Park parking lot and through the gate.

• Reminders:  
Wear weather appropriate clothes and closed-toed shoes

• Bring your reusable water bottle
• High school students: Remember your service-learning 

forms

DONATION DROP-OFF
Green Drop Charitable Donations

Saturday, January 26  from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
or until the truck is full

and every second (2nd) and fourth (4th) Saturday of the month
Parking lot between City Office and the Community Center

https://www.gogreendrop.com/acceptable-items/ 

SATURDAY, January 26, 2019 

Public Works Yard, 555 Crescent Road 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Paint Recycling! 
Cost—$5 per container. DO NOT mix paint in other containers. In order 
for paint to be properly used, the contents on the inside need to match 

the label on the outside. If you are unable to attend the event, you 
may hire this service directly to come to your home for an additional 

$50 service fee. Yuck Old Paint, LLC 888-509-9825 (YUCK)  
www.YuckOldPaint.com 

 
Questions? Greenbelt Sustainability Office 240-542-2153 

Electronics Recycling! 
Accepted items include: TVs, CPUs, monitors, keyboards, mice, printers, 

laptops, recording equipment, speakers, scanners, surge  
protectors, wires and power cords, fax machines, cameras, telephones, 

radios, DVD players, VCRs, batteries taped on one end. 
ALSO, expanded polystyrene (block “Styrofoam” #6) 

NO Cups, egg cartons or food trays. 
PLEASE CALL  IN ADVANCE IF YOU HAVE ITEMS OVER 50 LBS. 

Community Art Drop-In
Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent Road

FREE. NEW POLICY: 
RESERVATIONS  

REQUIRED
Write to Anne Gardner to 

reserve your seats:  
agardner@greenbeltmd.gov

Sunday, February 3
Seatings at  

1pm and 2pm 

Make simple percussion instruments with Artist in Resi-
dence Karen Arrington. Materials provided.  

All ages welcome.Follow the City of Greenbelt on Facebook!

CITY WELCOME 
PACKETS

It’s that time of year again! 
If your business, club, or 
organization would like to 
be included in the City of 
Greenbelt Welcome Packets 
please bring 300 copies of 
your promotional material 
to the Greenbelt Municipal 
Building, 25 Crescent Rd, by 
January 30, 2019. Packets 
are distributed to all new 
residents of Greenbelt and 
are a great resource to help 
promote your business! 

Join us for a Packet Stuffing 
Party! Thursday, February 
7 from 6-8pm at Municipal 
Building, 25 Crescent Road. 
Light refreshments and 
volunteer hours will be given.  
Please bring your forms!   
Info: Beverly Palau at bpalau@
greenbeltmd.gov or 240-542-
2026

NEW! 
Parent’s Night Out

 Greenbelt Community 
Center

 15 Crescent Road
Friday, February 8 

5:30-8:30pm

Children ages 4-12 enjoy 
art activities, a pizza din-

ner and a movie while you 
have a night out! Activity # 

133222-2
 $20 Greenbelt residents/ 

$25 non-residents 
Info: 301-397-2208

Government  
Shutdown Specials 

and Programs

Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness 
Center:  Enjoy a complimen-
tary daily admission to the 
Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness 
Center and enjoy a work out 
during your time off! Please 
show your federal employee/
contractor ID and receive 
free daily admission and 
bring along up to two guests. 
Promotion ends when the 
Shutdown ends.

Greenbelt Recreation:
Gymboramba/Tumblebugs - 
Ages Birth-5yo 11:00 a.m. - 3 
p.m. FRIDAYS in the Youth 
Center Gym (Drop-in, parent 
supervision required) FREE  
for Furloughed Government 
Employees

Fit ‘N’ Fun Cardio - Ages 
16+ 10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. 
WEDNESDAYS/FRIDAYS in 
the Community Center Gym 
FREE for Furloughed Govern-
ment Employees

Area Programs:  An exten-
sive list of area Shutdown 
Programs provided by Com-
munity Crisis Services is now 
posted at:
https://www.greenbeltmd.
gov/community/furlough-in-
formation-and-help, includ-
ing financial, utilities, food and 
child care.
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Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

Obituaries continued
Constance (Hines) Thomas, origi-
nally from Punxsutawney, Pa., 
and Elkridge, Md., respectively. 
Barb was the youngest of three 
children and grew up in College 
Park, where she was a member of 
the University United Methodist 
Church and attended Northwest-
ern Senior High School, from 
which she graduated in 1966. She 
married James Bailey Compton, 
son of Esther Sprague (Goding) 
and James Russell Compton of 
Beltsville in 1968.

She resided in neighboring 
Berwyn Heights for many years, 
raising her family there, but  
always had deep ties to Green-
belt. Her sister Connie and hus-
band Paul Schwan, as well as her 
sister-in-law Linda (formerly Mc-
Gaha) Lynch were all longtime 
residents of Greenbelt, with Paul 
being raised there. Barb worked 
in Greenbelt for many years at 
both Denny’s and Pappy’s Pizze-
ria. Before returning to the work-
force after her husband Jimmy 
died in 1976, she was active in 
the Berwyn Heights Homemak-
ers and 4-H Clubs.  In addition 
to Denny’s and Pappy’s, Barb 
worked at Ted’s clothing store 
and Pizza Inn at Beltway Plaza, 
and later worked at Bob’s Big 
Boy in College Park, from which 
she retired.  

She moved to Greenbelt (to 
the home her sister once owned) 
in her senior years to enjoy the 
community she fondly remem-
bered and originally got to know 
by visiting relatives and raising 
her children in the neighboring 

town. Her children spent many 
summers attending Greenbelt’s 
Camp Pine Tree summer day 
camp program and are both grad-
uates of Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School where they were active 
in the band program, headed at 
the time by Sally Wagner (now 
retired). While living in Green-
belt, Barb enjoyed the warmth 
and closeness of the community 
and maintained an active life-
style, relishing the city’s offerings 
and conveniences.  She resided 
at Homecrest House in Silver 
Spring for the last several years 
of her life, where she would sing 
the praises of Old Greenbelt to 
anyone willing to listen.

Survivors include her daughter, 
Kimberly Anne and her husband 
Chris Cant of Olney; her son, 
John Arthur Compton and his 
wife Tracy (Kelly), and their chil-
dren, Lucille Abigail and Morgan 
Grace, of Fairfax, Va.; sister, 
Constance (Thomas) Schwan 
and her husband Paul Schwan of 
Martinsburg, W.V.; her brother, 
Arthur Robert Thomas; her sister-
in-law, Linda Lynch; her niec-
es Anita (McGaha) Collins and 
Sally (McGaha) Merritt, all of 
Raleigh, N.C.  She was preceded 
in death by her husband and her 
parents. 

In keeping with Barb’s wishes, 
her remains were cremated and a 
celebration and remembrance of 
her life will be held in the spring.

Family, friends, and others 
who wish to share remembrances 
of Barb may send notes of con-
dolence to The Compton Family, 

Letters continued from p.2
impaired concentration and sup-
pressed immune function. Having 
a cell tower close to one’s house 
has also been implicated in as 
much as a 20 percent decline 
in property values. Anticipat-
ing future lawsuits, the telecom 
industry now has a bill before 
Congress (HR 7236) that would 
prevent you from suing them 
if you allege harm from one of 
their towers.

The FCC has prohibited cities 
from banning small cell towers 
in residential neighborhoods, but 
you should still expect an op-
portunity for notice (including 
posting each application on the 
city’s website) and a chance to 
be heard before one of these goes 
up in front of your home. The 
Greenbelt city ordinance has no 
provision for such notice, though 
other city ordinances, such as 
Takoma Park (see TP ordinance 
2018-50), do provide for this. 
If you would like such notice, 
I urge you to petition your city 
councilmembers to add such an 
ordinance to its provisions. They 
are: jdavis@greenbeltmd.gov, 
spope@greenbeltmd.gov, lmach@
greenbeltmd.gov, eputens@green-
beltmd.gov, rroberts@greenbelt-
md.gov, colinabyrd@greenbeltmd.
gov, ejordan@greenbeltmd.gov.

William Manico (retired dep-
uty county attorney for Prince 
George’s County)

Support Co-op’s
Solar Project

My neighbor plans to give 
continuing support to the Co-
op’s Rays on the Roof Project 
advertised in last week’s News 

Review. On the last Wednesday 
of every month, she stocks up on 
non-perishable items in order to 
take advantage of the five percent 
discount offered that day. She 
buys a lot; in fact, one time, her 
credit card was refused because 
the credit card company thought 
it must be a fraudulent purchase 
since it was unusually large. 
Once the fund-raising project is 
launched, in addition to a one-
time gift, she will make a contri-
bution at the cash register on the 
last Wednesday of the month that 
approximates the discount she 
receives that day.

A big thank you to the Co-op 
board and staff for creating this 
opportunity for members and 
non-members alike to be part of 
this ambitious, environmentally 
responsible and ultimately eco-
nomical project.

Barbara Havekost

Reasons to Donate
Today as I grocery shopped 

to prepare for yet another winter 
storm, I returned home and un-
packed only to realize I forgot to 
buy trash bags. I decided to stop 
by the Co-op and then the lake 
for a walk on the way home. I 
got in line and as I was paying 
for the bags, Jenni the cashier 
asked if I would like to donate 
$1, $3 or $5 for the roofing fund. 
I have read the paper and know 
about the need for a roof but I 
hesitated for just a second before 
giving a dollar in support. Some 
people who are members of the 
Co-op and shop at the store may 
think they are doing enough and 
ask why they should give to the 
roof fund. 

So why should you donate to 
the roof fund? Greenbelt, origi-
nally designed as a community 
to provide low-income housing, 
included plans for walking ac-
cess to everything: a store with a 
pharmacy, a firehouse, movie the-
ater, local paper, schools, library, 
restaurants, shops and recreation. 
The Co-op is accessible on foot 
to many Greenbelt residents. The 
Co-op is the anchor business in 
the Center! 

Let’s raise the roof! Put down 
the candy bar, soda or cup of 
Starbucks coffee and donate to 
the Co-op roof fund in support of 
the residents and the preservation 
of the community.    

Kathryn Beard

Safer
I recently looked at the Flor-

ida-based Citizens Against the 
Train (CATT) online site and 
they have posted under news and 
events a listing of a number of 
train accidents at railroad and 
roadway crossings and intersec-
tions involving vehicles. This 
highlights the advantage the pro-
posed SCMaglev will have as 
rail transportation for the public 
between Washington D.C. and 
Baltimore. 

The SCMaglev will have its 
own independent dedicated line 
(both tunneled and elevated 40 
feet above the ground/surface) 
separate and well away from 
other railroad rights-of-way, high-
ways and roadways, thus abso-
lutely preventing any incidents 
involving vehicles and pedestri-
ans. Thank you CATT.

Robert Snyder

STEAM TEAM Home School Sessions for 3rd-5th Grade

Sessions 1 day/week for 6 weeks (Tues, Wed, or Thurs) 
9:30-11:30am (Feb. 5-Mar. 20, closed Feb 19-20) 

Hands-on activities explore origami, kirigami, paper 
circuits; use code to control lights, movement, sound and 

more. Build low tech skills, still important in today’s society, 
and add high tech skills that will define the world they are 

growing up in.

www.make125.org/2018/11/home-school-makers/

The lunar eclipse was visible over Greenbelt on Sunday evening, 
January 20.

The Super Blood Wolf Moon: super because of its apparent size 
due to its closeness to earth; blood red from the refraction of 
light; and the wolf moon of Native American lore

Going, Going, Gone:
Lunar Eclipse over Greenbelt

- Photos by Mary Murchison-Edwords

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

14510 Homecrest Rd., Apt. 2020, 
Silver Spring, MD 20906. In lieu 
of flowers, the family requests 
that donations be made in her 
memory to The Sally Wagner 
Foundation to benefit the band 
program at Eleanor Roosevelt 
through sallywagnerfoundation.
org/donate or Sally Wagner Foun-
dation, 4285 Bright Bay Way, 
Ellicott City, MD 21042.

mailto:jdavis@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:spope@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:lmach@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:lmach@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:eputens@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:eputens@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:rroberts@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:rroberts@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:colinabyrd@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:colinabyrd@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:ejordan@greenbeltmd.gov
http://sallywagnerfoundation.org/donate
http://sallywagnerfoundation.org/donate
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The beginning of a new year 
brings with it a sense of oppor-
tunity, a moment that encourages 
people to consider resolutions to 
eat better, exercise or in some 
other way move toward self-im-
provement. Here at the beginning 
of 2019, Greenbelters wanting to 
try something new should con-
sider volunteering with the News 
Review. 

Greenbelt’s paper, published 
continuously every week since 
November 1937, plays an im-
portant role in our community. 
From council meetings to what 
our youth are doing, from good 
deeds done to the ways we use 
our creativity to make our com-
munity and the world a better 
place, the paper lays out what’s 
going on in town. 

Here are some ways a person 
could become involved with this 
important work:

Local Correspondents – Our 
staff tries to know and report 
on as much of what goes on 
in Greenbelt as possible, but 
we can’t be everywhere. We 
are looking for individuals from 
different communities within 
Greenbelt who are interested in 
informing us about events in 
communities, sending photos of 
events and writing about local 
things like community parties, 
HOA meetings and other news-
worthy events.

Online Managers – The pa-
per is looking for people with 
experience managing a website, 
using social media on behalf of 
an organization, and designing 
and executing an online strategy. 
Nearly half of our readership uses 
the News Review website as their 
primary method of reading the 
paper, so it is important to make 
the online experience as effective 
as possible.

Many Volunteer Opportunities
With the News Review in 2019

by Gary Childs

Spanish Translation – In 
2018 the News Review started 
translating a few articles each 
week. People with a high level 
of competency in Spanish may 
enjoy being a part of this team.

Writers – Whether someone 
wants to write an article a week, 
or one per year, reporting on 
events and writing feature stories 
can be a fun and interesting way 
to be involved in the community 
while exercising writing skills. 
Writing articles for the paper can 
be done at home as a person’s 
schedule permits.

Photographers – There are 
many pictures to be taken to 
help convey what is going on in 
Greenbelt. For individuals who 
like photography, this may be an 
ideal way to be involved.

Cartoonists – The News Re-
view is proud of its editorial 
cartoons, but would welcome a 
new cartoonist or two who would 
bring their own unique style and 
perspective.

Copy editors/typists/email 
openers – Join others weekly 
at our office to edit articles, go 
through email or type. Those who 
do these tasks enjoy the cama-
raderie of working with a group 
toward the goal of getting the 
paper ready for publication.

Advertising specialists – Peo-
ple who like sales and talking to 
the public may enjoy joining the 
News Review’s advertising team. 
The paper’s ad team works with 
current advertisers and also in-
vites potential advertisers to take 
out an ad. This important job 
helps make sure the News Re-
view has enough funds to publish 
a paper each week.

For a Greenbelt resident look-
ing for something new and dif-
ferent to do in 2019, consider 
volunteering with our team.

Opening Friday, February 1, 
the Greenbelt Arts Center will 
feature Perfect Arrangement by 
Topher Payne, a comedy about 
the lavender scare. This was a 
time in the 1950s when gay and 
lesbian people were fired from 
their jobs in the federal govern-
ment because of their sexual 
orientation. In the play, two State 
Department employees, Bob and 
Norma, have been ordered to 
identify so-called sexual devi-
ants in their office. But Bob and 
Norma are gay and have married 
each other’s partners as a ruse. 
Based on the nascent days of the 
American gay rights movement, 
this compelling drama offers both 
laughs and lessons as two patriot-
ic couples take on both the mores 
of their time and the closet door.

The lavender scare in the 
1950s was a crisis manufactured 
by the far right for political rea-
sons. It was associated with the 
red scare: fear of communism. 
Senator Joe McCarthy and others 
lumped together homosexuals and 
Communist Party members as 
subversive elements who under-
mined middle-class morality. Mc-
Carthy described them as “threats 
to the American way of life.” Be-
cause social attitudes were highly 
negative and homosexuality was 
considered a mental disorder, gay 
men and lesbians in government 
jobs were considered a security 
risk, since they could be subject 
to blackmail.

According to Director Ann 
Lowe-Barrett, “The play also ad-
dresses issues that are current and 
troubling. Many people still face 
the dilemmas we see played out 
here. Gay bashing continues to 
occur in communities all over the 
world. Even so, the playwright 
has given us a play that is funny, 
scathing and entertaining.”

The Greenbelt Arts Center has 
partnered with Court Appointed 
Special Advocates for Prince 
George’s County (PG-CASA) 
and a portion of the proceeds 
from the show will go towards 
addressing the needs of vulner-

Perfect Arrangement Plays
At Greenbelt Arts Center 

by Ann Lowe-Barrett and Jon Gardner

Janice Coffey (Kitty Sunderson) and Jon Meeker (Bob Martindale) 
pretend to be married in Perfect Arrangement.
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able children, some of whom are 
LGBTQ.

T h e  p l a y  r u n s  t h r o u g h 
February 23. For tickets and 

m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t  
greenbeltartscenter.org. (See ad 
on page 3.)

MLK continued from page 1

efforts to help bag produce and 
give out food. Most volunteers 
registered in advance and those 
who showed up extemporane-
ously brought the total to around 
400. As stores began to open at 
10 a.m., wrangling the large vol-
ume of food and volunteers was 
a challenge.

Two hundred and sixty food 
recipients preregistered and ad-
ditional recipients signed up on 
site. The total number of recipi-
ents came to 464.

At the end of the day, volun-
teers distributed remaining gro-
ceries to senior centers county-
wide. 

Charles McNeill, pastor of 
Unity Baptist Church in D.C. and 
president of the National Capi-
tal Baptist Convention, received 
a $14,000 grant from Prince 
George’s County to purchase and 
distribute food.  Recipients chose 
grocery bags including turkey or 
ham. Fresh produce, including 
potatoes, onions, bananas, apples, 

papayas and pineapples weighing 
in at 15,000 pounds purchased 
from Maryland Surplus Produce, 
accompanied the meat.  

Mayor Emmett Jordan, with 
Councilmembers Judith Davis and 
Silke Pope, attended the event.  
Quantum Companies (Beltway 
Plaza) General Counsel Marc 
Kapastin, Chief of Staff to Mel 
Franklin Brendon Laster and 
community leader Walker Kirk-
land helped to coordinate the 
event.

Kirkland, President of 100 
Black Men, Prince George’s 
County Chapter, said at least 10 
of his mentees came to volunteer 
at the event. His group mentors 
young men about financial lit-
eracy, health and wellness, and 
education.  

In addition, WPGC 99.5 FM 
provided advertising, sound and 
music for the event. Z Burgers 
gave away free burgers with 
purchase.  

Hundreds of volunteers served food at Beltway Plaza on January 21.
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The Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (WMATA) 
has announced plans for how it 
intends to spend its 2020 bud-
get of $3.4 billion to provide “a 
better ride, better convenience 
and better value for the region.” 
WMATA has asked for feedback 
from the community and will be 
holding a hearing at the Green-
belt Library on Thursday, January 
31. An open house is planned to 
start at 6 p.m. and the hearing 
will follow at 6:30.

According to WMATA, the 
2020 budget proposal identifies 
efficiencies needed to limit the 
amount paid by the various ju-
risdictions while also reflecting 
anticipated ridership and revenue 
losses. In light of all this, Metro’s 
proposed budget attempts to pri-
oritize safety, the system’s pres-
ervation and state of repair, and 
improvements to the customer ex-
perience, along with other efforts 
to increase ridership. WMATA 
says that its Board of Directors 
must consider all options to make 
the system “better than good.” In 
its effort to garner input on these 
issues, WMATA will be holding 
a series of hearings in the region, 
including the one at the Greenbelt 
Library.

WMATA would like to expand 

Metro Seeks Public Feedback,
To Hold Hearing in Greenbelt

peak service times, extend service 
on certain lines and run all eight-
car trains. Metro is also propos-
ing to implement a $2 flat fare 
on the weekends and enhance 
seven-day and monthly passes to 
include more bus service. WMA-
TA is providing an online survey 
for feedback as well as conduct-
ing the regional meetings. The 
public feedback will be provided 
to Metro’s Board of Directors in 
March as part of its decision-
making process. Any fare or 
service changes will begin on or 
about July 1.

A dwarf Japanese maple on Lakecrest Drive weighed down by 
the snow
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The Bus
Seniors and Customers with 

Disabilities RIDE FREE

http://greenbeltartscenter.org
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Doctors Community Health System is dedicated to helping you maintain and improve your health. Providing 
same-day appointments and accepting most insurance plans, our network of care has offices at convenient 
locations.

Doctors Community Practices at Bowie 
(Primary Care) 
4000 Mitchellville Road, Suites B216 and 422 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-262-0020 and 301-262-9872

Doctors Community Practices at Crofton 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
2191 Defense Highway, Suite 201 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
410-451-9091

Doctors Community Practices at District Heights 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
6400 Marlboro Pike 
District Heights, Maryland 20747 
301-736-7000

Doctors Community Practices at Laurel 
(Primary Care and Diabetes Care) 
13900 Baltimore Avenue 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 
301-725-5652

Doctors Community Practices at Riverdale 
(Primary Care, Family Medicine and Endocrinology) 
6502 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
301-927-0088

Doctors Community Practices at Temple Hills 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
5859 Allentown Way 
Temple Hills, Maryland 20728 
240-563-1026

Metropolitan Medical Specialists 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
8116 Good Luck Road, Suite 300 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
240-241-7474

Health and Wellness Center 
(Urgent Care Inside Safeway) 
4101 Northview Drive 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-383-2559

Comprehensive and High-Quality 

Health Care 
Right in Your Neighborhood

Schedule an appointment today.  Also, visit us at DCHweb.org.

We will also support your overall health goals by streamlining your access 
to additional Doctors Community Health System services: weight loss 
program, breast health, digestive disease care, orthopedic services, surgical 
services, vascular health, endocrinology services and many others.
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In the winter of 1972 to 1973, 
the Bowie Christmas Bird Count 
(BCBC) was established to count 
birds within a 15-mile diameter 
circle that includes Greenbelt 
and vicinity. In each year since, 
volunteers count birds within 
the circle on a designated date 
(January 1 in recent years) in the 
weeks before and after Christmas. 

During the first year of the 
count, volunteers found no Bald 
Eagles. The use of DDT had just 
been banned by the two-year-old 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
and Bald Eagles were nearly 
extinct. Eighty-three birders par-
ticipated in this year’s BCBC and 
sighted 73 Bald Eagles, a new 
record for this annual count.

Bird species have spread, de-
clined and gone extinct for mil-
lions of years, but the pace of 
change has greatly accelerated 
now that humans play a more 
dominant role in the planet’s 
ecosystems. The annual Christmas 
Bird Count, organized by the Na-
tional Audubon Society and held 
in thousands of local areas each 
year, provides snapshots of that 
change and important data for 
ornithologists and policymakers.

In Greenbelt, 11 volunteers 
scoured local lakes, ponds, trees 
and fields, from the North Woods 
to the stormwater retention pond 
behind Trinity Assembly of God 
church. Along with nearby sites 
and counters in College Park and 
Lanham, they found 53 different 
species of birds. The locations 
surveyed by all the Bowie Circle 
volunteers were coordinated by 
the Patuxent Bird Club and the 
Prince George’s Audubon Society, 
which jointly organize the BCBC.

Eight other species besides 
the Bald Eagle set records in 
this year’s local count, giving 
professional ornithologists and 
amateur bird-lovers new data to 
investigate and puzzle over until 
next winter.

Three of those record-high 
species were ducks. Hundreds of 
Hooded Mergansers were counted 
locally this year, still diving and 
foraging in ponds and lakes that 
are sometimes frozen over by 
January. Dozens of Buffleheads 
were doing the same in local 
lakes. Counters discovered 61 
Northern Shovelers at the Belts-
ville Agricultural Research Cen-
ter. The previous high count was 
seven.

Double-breasted Cormorants 
are social waterbirds that usually 
spend their winters together on 
the coast. This year, 40 of them 
decided that Lake Artemesia was 
just as fine, making this the first 
annual count to find such a large 
group.

Lake Artemesia even attracted 
an adventurous Great Egret this 
year, a tall, white bird that nor-
mally would only be this far 
north in warmer months. It was 
the first Great Egret ever sighted 
in the BCBC.

While exciting to find more 
birds in new places, it can also 
be a sign of rapid change. If oth-
er counts also find record num-
bers of warmer-climate waterbirds 
this far north and inland, it sig-
nals to ornithologists to research 
the role of climate change in 
those trends. 

Three other new records were 
tallied in the BCBC: 639 Black 
Vultures, 398 Turkey Vultures, 
and five Common Ravens. Vul-

Local Birders Participate
In Annual Christmas Count 

by John Stith

tures, which suffered from the 
use of DDT, have benefited from 
warmer winters. Researchers the-
orize that the increase in Mary-
land road kill, especially of deer, 
has supported their population 
growth here. Black Vultures were 
virtually non-existent in Mary-
land before the invention of the 
automobile.

After centuries of farmers 
shooting them to protect their 
livestock, Common Ravens are 
finally back in the Piedmont and 
Coastal Plain. They returned in 
2015 and have been found locally 
every year since. These intelligent 
birds announce their presence 
with a loud croak call as they 
fly past.

The species of most concern 
are often those less known by 
the public today. The Northern 
Bobwhite’s whistle was a well-
known sound in the region in the 
1960s, but none has been found 
by the annual count since 1999. 
Habitat loss is a major factor in 
this bird’s disappearance, a story 
played out among many bird 
species.

Counters at Greenbelt Lake 
found the only Rusty Blackbird 

of the day, a low count for a spe-
cies currently the focus of intense 
research and conservation efforts. 
But this year’s BCBC found 208 
Eastern Bluebirds, a conserva-
tion success story thanks to the 
popularity of building birdhouses 
designed for them.

As data comes in from the 
thousands of Christmas Bird 
Counts this winter, the 64,253 
individual birds counted by lo-
cal volunteers will help uncover 
the diverse stories of bird spe-
cies throughout the Americas. 
Although birds can fly to new 
places as local climates change, 
their food sources cannot. That 
interplay between flight and lo-
cal ecosystems makes the life 
of birds fascinating for those 
devoted to them.

Volunteers from left, Helen Sommers, Frankie Commins, Monica 
Mische and Mardi Hastings count birds for the winter bird count.
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According to Janubi Devendra, 
director of marketing for Quan-
tum Companies, regarding pos-
sible redevelopment of Beltway 
Plaza, the vibe was very positive 
among the merchants at both the 
December and January monthly 
meetings where the topic was 
discussed. She went on to say, 
“Our merchants are very secure 
here and feel that it will come 
with a facelift for all.” Quantum 
Companies, which handles all 
leasing and management, has 
proposed converting the plaza 
into an open-air mall that would 
combine residential and commer-
cial properties.

In speaking with three of the 
plaza’s business owners, two of 
whom have had a presence there 
for more than two decades, a sen-
timent of hopeful expectation was 
generally expressed. All expect to 
preserve the spirit of teamwork 
and collegiality found there now, 
as well as the chance to con-
tinue serving a broadly diverse 
clientele. One has only to take 
a brief stroll through the mall to 
recognize this diversity with its 
panoply of international eateries 
and clothing shops, with varied, 
small privately-owned businesses 
alongside larger chains.

Ken Agwa, owner of Ken’s 
Photo Imaging, has been in the 
plaza for 22 years. During that 
time, he has had a good relation-
ship with Quantum Companies. 
While he has a clear preference 
for the current mall configura-
tion, he would be open to the 
possibility of finding a place in a 
new development if certain con-
ditions were met. These include 
ample parking and security for 
all as well as shared promotions 
where all the related businesses 
pull their resources together in 
an effort to build up the mall’s 
collective prosperity. 

Beltway Plaza Merchants
Weigh in on Redevelopment

by Matthew Arbach

He described his customers 
as a melting pot and felt that the 
inviting walk-in atmosphere of an 
enclosed mall has been advanta-
geous to his business. At the mo-
ment, he would like to see how 
a new arrangement would work 
through future meetings with 
Quantum that would provide him 
with more details.

Raja Kumar, owner of Bun 
Café, is optimistic about an alter-
ation, yet stressed that it is hard 
to predict what may transpire. He 
has been in the mall for 20 years. 
He said that any redevelopment 
is positive and that people need 
some change. While he felt that 
there would be no real difference 
between a mall setting or an 
open-air town center, he felt that 
the latter may bring in more traf-
fic. Currently, he was appreciative 
that the mall works as a team. 
Since the beginning, he has seen 
the diversity of his customers as 
a positive thing.

Shaymar Higgs, who owns 
The Space, has only been in the 
mall since September. He sees 
Beltway Plaza as a community 
mall that he considers as an ex-
ample to illustrate how diversity 
can work. At present, he views 
the mall as a hub and a stopping 
point where a huge variety of 
goods and services are available 
and where people can say hello. 
He believes that a redevelopment 
would make the property bigger 
and more welcoming and offer 
greater economic diversity.

He echoed the sense of part-
nership that the mall businesses 
embody. He saw Quantum Com-
panies as instrumental in foster-
ing this environment, emphasizing 
their personal touch all the way 
up the ladder. If the proposed 
redevelopment were to occur, he 
says he would stay.

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 
 

is here and ready to help its members affected  
by the federal government shutdown. 

 
As a cooperative, it is important to the Board to assist 

with the resources we have available such as: 
❖ loan payment deferral 
❖ short term emergency loan 
❖ a low rate loan special 
❖ and free financial counseling 

 
Call our Lending Staff to review your 

options or email us at loans@greenbeltfcu.com. 
Not a Member?  Join today! 
Where People help People 

 
We look forward to being of service to you, 

 The Staff at 
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 

112 Centerway, Roosevelt Center 
www.greenbeltfcu.com 

301-474-5900  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ken Agwa poses in front of Ken's Photo Imaging.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
VI

C
TO

R 
AG

W
A

Winter sets a lovely scene at the Lake during the snowstorm.
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in 1993 while some of the HVAC 
components date back to the 
building’s construction in the 
1930s.  The system is energy in-
efficient and not code compliant. 
While Public Works has so far 
been able to stave off catastrophe 
and keep the system working, 
their opinion is that the system 
could fail beyond what can be 
repaired at any time. 

When asked about the four 
months that the theater will need 
to be closed to install the new 
roof and HVAC system, Caitlin 
McGrath, executive director of 
Old Greenbelt Theatre, said that 
knowing when they will need 
to be closed will permit them to 
plan rather than having to close 
without warning if the system 
fails completely. 

The current HVAC system is 
in the basement of the theater. 
McGrath told council that when-
ever she sees the repair contractor 
come up from the basement, he 
says that he does not know why 
the system is still functioning. 

Kim said the first thing the 
city asked the engineer to ex-
amine was whether the HVAC 
system could remain in the base-
ment.  The engineer determined 
that approach is not practical 
due to difficulties in getting the 
equipment into the basement and 
the inability of a basement sys-
tem to provide the amount and 
quality of fresh air required. 

Public Works provided a num-
ber of documents that they and 
the design contractor had pre-
pared including the construction 
plan, preliminary schedule and 
the bid form along with draw-
ings. Public Works has developed 
a schedule for the bidding pro-
cess that envisions receiving all 
bids in February.

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts objected early and often, fre-
quently ignoring attempts by the 
mayor to recognize other coun-
cilmembers and once interrupting 
McGrath in mid-sentence.  He 
said that council should be focus-
ing on protecting the building and 
asserted that the plans presented 
do not protect the building.  He 
claimed that all the components 
of the current HVAC system, 
contrary to staff ’s report, are 
available and that the city should 
keep the system in the basement.  
Putting the system on the roof 
will inevitably create cracks and 
leaks, he said. There is “no way 
I would ever vote for this pro-
posal,” he declared. 

When Councilmember Colin 
Byrd asked Kim to address Rob-
erts’ concerns, Facilities Mainte-
nance Supervisor Tim Houchens 
stepped in to note that repairing 
the HVAC system would be like 
repairing a Model T.  When it 
is not working, he asked “who 
will be happy waiting three or 
four months to get that Model 
T fixed?”  Houchens likened the 
current system to playing Russian 
roulette every day, wondering 
when the system will completely 
fail.

Cherrywood Lane
Council introduced for first 

reading a resolution to authorize 
the negotiated purchase of archi-
tectural and engineering services 
for the Cherrywood Lane Green 
and Complete Street retrofit proj-
ect from CPJ Associates.  The 
issue will be on the January 28 
agenda for final passage.  The 
city has received a $56,000 grant, 
which it must match for this 
project. 

As described in the Prelimi-

COUNCIL continued from page 1

nary Concept Design Report, the 
project “serves to provide a clear 
path for transforming a too-wide 
street into one that better serves 
multiple modes of transportation, 
minimizes paved surfaces and 
optimizes stormwater manage-
ment. The report provides guid-
ance on complete and green street 
elements to be integrated within 
Cherrywood Lane’s right of way.”  

For those interested in more 
detail, a number of documents 
are available on the city’s web-
site including the resolution, staff 
recommendations and the Prelimi-
nary Concept Design Report.  

Bikeshare
Two relatively new city plan-

ners had an opportunity to shine 
when they were asked to do a 
presentation without warning on 
proposed bike-share locations 
when two county officials origi-
nally scheduled to present did 
not attend the meeting, perhaps 
due to a county snow closure.    
Planners Molly Porter and Judith 
Howerton met the challenge.

The county Department of 
Public Works and Transportation 
is piloting a program to install 
bike-share stations (with docks) 
throughout the county.  Greenbelt 
is to receive five stations:   

Greenbelt Station Parkway and 
North Center Drive, Breezewood 
Drive and Cherrywood Lane, 
Roosevelt Center (but really clos-
er to the Community Center), 
Crescent and Ridge Roads near 
the police stations and Hanover 
Parkway near Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School.

The county has received limit-
ed funding for this project, which 
will not require the city to pro-
vide matching funds. 

Concerns raised by council 
and the public during the discus-
sion was the lack of a site at the 
Greenbelt Metro Station, the lack 
of a station past Eleanor Roos-
evelt High School in Greenbelt 
East, and the likely removal of 
on-street parking at the Roosevelt 
Center location.  Council also ex-
pressed concern that this project 
is based upon docking stations, 
while current trends are moving 
towards dock-less bike sharing.  

Other Actions
Jordan presented a proclama-

tion declaring January 21 a day 
of service in Greenbelt.  It calls 
upon city residents to pay tribute 
to the life and works of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. through par-
ticipation in community service 
projects.  This year’s project is 
to install cages to deflect beavers 
in Buddy Attick Park.  [Due to 
the high winds and bitterly cold 
temperatures on that day, Public 
Works has rescheduled the event 
to Saturday, February 2.]

Konrad Herling informed 
council that the Eleanor and 
Franklin Roosevelt Democratic 
Club has donated $500 to the 
city’s emergency fund.  This fund 
is run by Greenbelt CARES and 
with eligibility determined by the 
Greenbelt Interfaith Leadership 
Association.  Jordan reminded 
those present that donations are 
tax deductible. 

Petitions
Bill Manico, a resident of 

Greenwood Village, thanked 
council for its December 10 
adoption of rules and regulations 
to provide for small cell installa-
tions.  (See details in the Decem-
ber 20 News Review.) Manico 
noted that cell towers can affect 
property values and that it is the 
federal government that approved 
these rules, which were scheduled 

to take effect January 1, 2019.  
Manico said that the federal 

rules exempt the telecom industry 
for any liability related to cell 
tower radiation.

Councilmember Judith Davis 
pointed out that the rules do not 
permit opponents to a cell tower 
to cite health concerns in oppos-
ing cell towers.  

Bill Orleans stated that the 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority will have an 
open house and public hearing on 
its operating and capital budgets 
at the Greenbelt Library on Janu-
ary 31 at 6:30 p.m. He suggested 
that the city hold a premeeting to 
prepare for the hearing.

PRIORITIES continued from page 1

As the newly appointed liaison 
to municipalities, Hawkins prom-
ised to work closely with the 27 
municipalities in Prince George’s 
County. Later in the evening, 
Councilmember Judith Davis 
reminded the group that mu-
nicipalities were the equals of the 
county in terms of the hierarchy 
in which the state is at the top 
and counties and municipalities 
occupy the next tier as co-equals. 

Transportation
Mayor Emmett Jordan pow-

ered through the real business 
of the evening which was to 
acquaint the two at-large council-
members with the city’s legisla-
tive agenda. This includes Green-
belt’s opposition to the maglev 
project and highway widening 
key to Governor Larry Hogan’s 
plan. Hawkins expressed concern 
that Hogan can create these ini-
tiatives without the approval of 
the legislature – he felt that the 
governor had too much power in 
that regard. 

Railways and Maglev
In the ensuing discussion, 

Councilmember Silke Pope ex-
pressed her concern that the mag-
lev initiative would build new 
facilities that ran through the 
county but did nothing for it, 
while the existing rail infrastruc-
ture is in dire need of funding 
and improvement. She and others 
noted the poor condition of the 
Greenbelt Metro station as a case 
in point, and expressed concern 
about the impact of tunneling 
through the city – under condo-
minium communities and Elea-
nor Roosevelt High School, for 
example. It was also a source of 
frustration among the city council 
that neither the county nor the 
city had the power to stop a rail-
way line. Apparently, of all state 
jurisdictions, only Baltimore City 
has the power to deny a railway 
franchise. The mayor also com-
mented that despite having the 
largest of the Metro parking lots, 
Greenbelt still does not have a 
full interchange, yet $2.75 is in-
cluded in each parking charge to 
cover the cost of improvements. 
He noted there had been no im-
provements in a decade. 

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts advocated extension of the 
Green Line to Baltimore-Wash-
ington International Airport. He 
wants to see money spent on 
sustainable and locally useful 
transportation infrastructure. He 
noted that many of the propos-
als made at the state level do 
not offer reduction in local traf-
fic congestion and, by widening 
highways and encouraging outly-
ing development, may ultimately 
actually increase it.

Streetscapes
High on Jordan’s list on the 

topic of transportation was the 
languishing of the Greenbelt 
Streetscape plan for Route 193, 
which did not make it into the 
county executive’s list to the 
State Highway Administration 
(SHA), despite the existence of 
approved plans. The mayor felt 
that in conjunction with Berwyn 
Heights and with the support of 
the county and state, Greenbelt 
Road would not merely be a 
pass-through, but a whole new 
focal point for the city – a place 
to stop and linger. He noted that 
this project tied in well with 
recent proposals to replace to-
day’s Beltway Plaza as part of a 
mixed-use development.  Jordan 
and others noted how much the 
initiative to re-invent Route 1 as 
it passes through College Park 
has resulted in a much more at-
tractive and integrated aspect to 
that town.

Davis, who is the Prince 
George’s County delegate to the 
Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority (WMATA), 
cordially invited Franklin and 
Hawkins to the city’s planned 
meeting with WMATA on Thurs-
day, January 31 at the Greenbelt 
Library. It opens at 6 p.m., with 
sign-up at 6:30 p.m. She noted 
with some consternation a recent 
proposal that Prince George’s 
and Montgomery Counties should 
alternate in representing their ju-
risdictions on the WMATA board 
and felt that the county needed a 
continuous presence.

County Role
Jordan remarked that the 

SHA, which has jurisdiction over 
Greenbelt Road, takes its cue 
from the county and that this 
project had not appeared on the 
list of state projects despite the 
existence of plans previously 
drawn up. Franklin noted that 
the cancellation of the FBI move 
could not have helped this project 
or the interchange, and suggested 
that it was time for the county to 
get behind it. 

Franklin remarked that, in gen-
eral, the large SHA-maintained 
roads tend to run through com-

munities but that the county es-
poused a complete streets policy 
that would support a streetscape 
approach. He let council know 
that state bill HB-10 would re-
quire SHA to not just build side-
walks along its thoroughfares but 
also require state maintenance 
(though HB-10 specifically re-
quires the SHA to “repair and 
maintain certain sidewalks that 
are located within an area desig-
nated as a priority funding area,” 
which Greenbelt is not). At the 
moment, SHA is required only to 
build and not to maintain, result-
ing in pathways which fall into 
disrepair. 

Greenbelt Station
In another connection to the 

overall transportation issue, Jor-
dan noted that the residents of 
Greenbelt Station have been wait-
ing almost three years to be con-
nected to the Metro station. He 
pointed out that each proposal 
for the connection has met with 
roadblocks that force redesign 
and additional cost. The latest 
requirement for a traffic light 
pushes the cost of what should 
have been a half-million-dollar 
project to over $1.5 million. Jor-
dan also pointed out that the only 
county road through Greenbelt 
is Branchville Road, on which 
the hiker-biker trail to Greenbelt 
Station ends, and which does not 
have sidewalks – further cutting 
off residents of the newest Green-
belt development from pedestrian 
access to other areas of the city.

Schools
On the topic of schools, Coun-

cilmember Colin Byrd raised the 
issue of continued overcrowding. 
He hoped that the county would 
honor promises to have Greenbelt 
children go to Greenbelt schools 
(a concern for Greenbelt Station) 
and noted that he’d “love to cut 
some ribbons” with Franklin and 
Hawkins. 

The Lake freezes with this week's frigid temperatures, creating 
fanciful designs. 
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LOOKING FOR News Review
CARRIERS

Send an email to circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com 
for more information.

Each week, Greenbelt News Review 
carriers fan out across the city to deliver 
this paper.  We're looking for carriers to 

cover Greenbelt West, specifically Greenbelt Station.

mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Free Screenings 
Offered at Doctors

Women who reside in Prince 
George’s County may qualify for 
free screenings if they are age 40 
or older, are uninsured or under-
insured or have a limited income. 
The screenings are at the Profes-
sional Office Building (Suite 110) 
next to Doctors Community Hos-
pital. An appointment is required, 
301-552-8524.

Seminar to Meet 
Bariatric Surgery and Weight 

Loss Seminar meets on January 
25 from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. at 
the Professional Office Building 
(Suite 210) next to Doctors Com-
munity Hospital. Attend this free 
lecture presented by Dr. Hitesh 
Amin. Anyone who is at least 
30 pounds overweight can learn 
whether weight loss surgery is 
an option. Registration is re-
quired; call 240-965-4405 or visit  
DCHweightloss.org.

Brass Trio Gives
Free Concert 

College Park Arts Exchange 
offers a free concert on Sunday, 
January 27, featuring the brass 
trio Doug Wilson (trumpet), Brad 
Tatum (horn) and James Martin 
(trombone). The concert will take 
place at 3 p.m. at the Old Par-
ish House, 4711 
Knox Rd, Col-
lege Park.

Dark Side of the Moon 
Tribute Concert

Young musicians from College 
Park’s Calvert Hills neighborhood 
offer a Dark Side of the Moon 
Tribute Concert on Thursday, 
January 31, Friday, February 1 
and Saturday, February 2, at 7 
p.m. The concerts, hosted by Eric 
Maring (“Mr. M”) will take place 
at the Old Parish House, 4711 
Knox Rd., College Park.

LOVE NOTES
are coming!
See ad on page 15

http://DCHweightloss.org
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Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

Greenbelt's
Business

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 
 

is here and ready to help our community members 
who are affected by the federal government shutdown. 

 

Not a Member?  Join today! 
 

The credit union has extended its holiday special to refinance your vehicle loan 
from somewhere else for our low rate and defer payment for 60 days. 

 
The credit union is also offering its VISA credit card at an intro rate of  
0% APR the first 6 months*, then our current fixed rate of 9.9% APR. 

 
Call our Lending Staff for more information 

or email us at loans@greenbeltfcu.com 
 

We look forward to being of service to you, 
the Staff at Your Community Credit Union 

112 Centerway, Roosevelt Center  
www.greenbeltfcu.com 

301-474-5900  
APR=annual percentage rate.  Rates subject to change without notice.   

*Promotional rate will end January 31, 2019 

If it is true that history 
predicts the future, you 
can bet your pearly whites 
that there will still be a 
dentist belonging to the 
McCarl Dental Group at 
the corner of Ridge and 
Gardenway for years to 
come. For only the sec-
ond time in its 81 years, 
a non-McCarl has earned 
partner status.

Richard Duarte, D.D.S., 
became the Group’s new-
est partner on January 1. 
He joined the practice 
as an associate dentist in 
2016, “after an extensive 
search during which we 
vetted more than 30 highly 
qualified candidates,” ac-
cording to Dr. Clayton S. Mc-
Carl, Jr.

Duarte is a graduate of the 
University of Maryland College 
Park, where as a Banneker/Key 
Scholar he majored in general 
biology and minored in Spanish. 
He earned his doctor of dental 
surgery degree (D.D.S.) from the 
University of Maryland School of 
Dentistry in 2015. Following this, 
he chose to pursue an advanced 
education residency in general 
dentistry at Chase Brexton Health 
Care Center in Baltimore through 
the New York University Luther-
an Health System. He also has 
additional training and interest 
in Invisalign, implants and root 
canals.

Among awards Duarte has re-
ceived are the American Academy 
of Oral Medicine Award for dem-
onstrating highest standards of 
care in diagnosis and treatment of 
medically compromised patients, 
and the Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Diversity Recognition Award 
for his commitment to providing 
an inclusive environment and 
dental attention and education 
to communities in need. He also 
earned membership in the Gor-
gas Odontological Honor Society 
based on grade point average and 
class rank, and the Gamma Pi 
Delta Prosthodontic Honor Soci-
ety for scholarship and interest in 
prosthetic dentistry.

“The award that really means 
a lot to me is the Dean’s Com-
munity Service Award,” he said, 
which cited the more than 80 
hours of community service he 
volunteered during dental school. 
He also has participated in mis-
sion trips to Costa Rica, Hondu-
ras and Panama and said he finds 
volunteering very rewarding. It 
reminds him of what is important 
in life and why he entered the 
health care profession. 

Little did he know that on 
September 21, 2017, while va-
cationing at Bethany Beach, he 
would be instrumental in saving 
a man’s life. Although a believer 
in the importance of knowing 
how to perform CPR, he never 
expected to have to use it – until 
that day. The swimmer’s brother 
said a rogue wave knocked him 
to the (ocean) floor and broke his 
neck in two places. Duarte helped 
get the man safely out of the wa-
ter and took charge of chest com-
pressions until first responders 

McCarl Dental Group Duarte
Promoted to Practice Partner

by Sue Krofchik

arrived [Greenbelt News Review, 
October 19, 2017, page 4]. The 
swimmer whose life was saved 
by Duarte’s knowledge and quick 
action is alive and continues in a 
rehab program.

So, how does history fit into 
all of this? The McCarl family 
has practiced dentistry on Ridge 
Road since May of 1938 when 
Dr. James W. McCarl came to the 
new city named Greenbelt as a 
private practice town dentist. He 
is the father of (2nd generation) 
the late dentists Drs. Clayton S. 
Sr. and J. Taylor; grandfather 
of (3rd generation) dentists Drs. 
Clayton S. Jr., Jay and David 
and registered dental hygienist 
Sally McCarl Moore; and great 
grandfather of (4th generation) 
registered dental hygienist Ashley 
McCarl Harrison. Dr. Dianna Lee 
became a partner in 2015 and 
now Duarte joins her and the 
McCarls as one more partner to 
keep the 81-year-old practice with 
a rich history going.

(Some of the information in 
this story was abstracted from the 
curriculum vitae of Dr. Richard 
Duarte.)

Dr. Richard Duarte
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The Greenbelt City Council 
plans to oppose three major proj-
ects proposed by other jurisdic-
tions this year, according to the 
city’s 2019 Legislative Agenda 
prepared for the annual meeting 
with county and state legislators 
who represent Greenbelt. The 
three projects are the widening 
of the Capital Beltway and the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway, 
the potential transfer of owner-
ship of the Parkway to the state, 
and construction of the proposed 
Baltimore-Washington Supercon-
ducting Maglev routes through 
the city and county. 

City Manager Nicole Ard said, 
“It’s not an uphill battle if every-
one comes together.”

Road Widening
Governor Larry Hogan has 

proposed transferring ownership 
of the Parkway from the federal 
government to the State of Mary-
land, widening it and adding toll 
lanes. He also plans to widen the 
Beltway and I-270 and add toll 
lanes.

“The city is concerned that 
this project will lead to more 
vehicles, more congestion, more 
greenhouse gases and air pol-
lution,” the evening’s program 
stated. “Widening [the Parkway] 
not only impacts Greenbelt nega-
tively, but other important open 
space resources including the 
Beltsville Agricultural Research 
Center and the Patuxent Wildlife 
Refuge.”

In a letter to the State High-
way Administration (SHA) in-
cluded in the program, Mayor 
Emmett Jordan stated that neigh-
borhoods adjacent to I-495 would 
be “negatively impacted by a 
diminished quality of life.” He 
wrote that in the state’s plan, “No 
mention is made of the amount 
of loss of existing homes and 
businesses.”

Maglev
The city also opposes the 

maglev project. “It is not clear 
that this project will reduce traf-
fic congestion and residents have 
expressed concerns about noise, 
loss of trees and wildlife habi-
tat, harmful health impacts and 
reduction in property values,” ac-

Council Talks Transportation
Projects, Schools with Reps

by Ian Round

cording to the agenda.  “The city 
is advocating that our state and 
county legislators share that op-
position,” Assistant City Manager 
David Moran said in a phone 
interview. Moran, who drafted the 
agenda and submitted it to coun-
cil, noted that “the city single-
handedly can’t stop it.”

City Initiatives
City preferences are to up-

grade the Greenbelt Metro Sta-
tion, make Greenbelt Road more 
walkable, assign children living 
in Greenbelt Station to Greenbelt 
schools and ban plastic straws.

“The city has always been 
supportive of transit,” Moran 
said.

Council intends to lobby the 
SHA to fund a project to make 
Greenbelt Road “more of a com-
munity main street and less of a 
vehicle-oriented roadway.” Moran 
said the SHA made a “concept 
plan” years ago for the project, 
but it was never funded.

“The city would hope the bulk 
of the funding would come from 
the state,” he added.

The city hopes to upgrade the 
infrastructure of the Greenbelt 
Metro Station, which was built 
in 1993, so that it can “act as a 
catalyst for significant economic 
development.”

Ard posed the question, “Can 
we reduce the number of cars by 
providing those alternatives?”

School Concerns
Joshua Thomas, who repre-

sents Greenbelt on the Prince 
George’s County Board of Educa-
tion, supports the city’s desire to 
send children living in Greenbelt 
Station to schools in the city, but 
said it would be hard to make 
the numbers work, given that the 
city’s schools are “already burst-
ing at the seams.” The popula-
tion of Prince George’s County 
increased by about 5.7 percent 
from 2010 to 2017, according to 
census data.

Students from Greenbelt Sta-
tion are currently assigned to 
Berwyn Heights Elementary, 
Greenbelt Middle School and 
Parkdale High School. Thomas 
said, “Residents of Greenbelt 
should attend Greenbelt schools 

for the simple fact that they live 
in Greenbelt” and that he wants 
to put “equity at the forefront of 
all the decisions that we make.”

“I think we have to be very 
thoughtful and measured about 
how we . . . make that happen,” 
he said. “If we’re making more 
space and making more capacity, 
then in what way?”

Thomas also said he wants 
to address school maintenance 
issues, overcrowding and mold 
at Springhill Lake Elementary 
School. He said he receives more 
complaints about that school 
than any other. Maintenance at  
Springhill Lake Elementary did 
not appear on the city’s list of 
priorities.

In general, though, Thomas 
said he supports the council’s pri-
orities. “All the interests that the 
mayor and council have do make 
a lot of sense.”

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.

High School Student
Apprenticeships

The U.S. Army Research Lab-
oratory (ARL) Science and Engi-
neer Apprentice Program (SEAP) 
matches practicing Department 
of Defense scientists with tal-
ented high school students, cre-
ating a direct mentor-student 
relationship that allows students 
to work personally with scientists 
or engineers doing real-life re-
search. SEAP participants receive 
first-hand research experience 
and exposure to Department of 
Defense laboratories, an environ-
ment unlike local high schools or 
colleges. SEAP fosters a desire in 
its participants to pursue further 
training and careers in STEM.

Students receive a stipend 
based on their experience and 
education level and have the op-
portunity to present their research 
to their peers. Participants must 
be U.S. citizens or permanent 
legal residents. The deadline to 
submit applications is March 
1. For more information, visit  
usaeop.com/program/seap.

http://newsreview.com
http://usaeop.com/program/seap.
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FRANKLIN continued from page 1

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, www.greenbeltmd.gov/police. Dates 
and times are those when police were first contacted about incidents. Call 1-866-411-TIPS o report infor-
mation about any of these crimes. Drug Tip Line: 240-542-2145.

Police Blotter

Robbery
January 10, 9:48 a.m., 7800 

block Mandan Road. A man ap-
proached a woman from behind 
as she was in the parking lot get-
ting items out of her vehicle. He 
placed what she believed to be a 
knife to her back and demanded 
money. He fled on foot after get-
ting it.

January 15, 4 p.m., Edmonston 
Court near Edmonston Road. A 
woman got off a Metrobus and 
saw two men standing at the bus 
stop. As she crossed the street 
one of them approached her, 
brandishing a handgun, and an-
nounced a robbery. They obtained 
her cell phone and then fled on 
foot.

Theft
January 13, 2 p.m., 6200 

block Springhill Drive. A laptop 
computer was taken from a resi-
dence.

Fraud
January 15, 6 p.m., 100 block 

Ridge Road. A man received 
a voice mail alerting him that 
his iPhone account was invalid. 
He called the number provided 
and was told he needed to pay 
to have his account reactivated. 
Payment was to be made using 
Apple and Google gift cards and 
he was to provide the caller with 
the numbers on the cards. The 
man did so and later found that 
he had been defrauded.

Burglary
January 15, 9:50 a.m., 5800 

block Cherrywood Lane. Muddy 
footprints were found in a resi-
dence. Nothing appeared to have 
been taken.

Vandalism
January 11, 4:52 p.m., 200 

block Lakeside Drive. The bed-
room window of a residence was 
broken out.

January 14, 3:19 a.m., Ha-
nover Parkway near Mandan 
Road. A bus stop was vandalized.

once building permits were is-
sued, repair work would begin 
shortly.  Pauley added that there 
would be a sprinkler system, fire 
blocks between building units 
and one-hour fire retardant walls 
between apartments. The prob-
lem with this fire was that it had 
burned for more than an hour 
before being detected.  He also 
noted that windows would be 
padlocked during the restoration.

Window Locks
This turned council’s attention 

to its concern that all windows in 
the apartment project be lockable 
so as to prevent a child opening 
the floor level window and then 
falling out, as has happened.  
Pauley said that about 1,000 units 
now have window locks.  Knight 
said this was being done based 
upon work orders and apart-
ment turnovers.  Councilmembers 
asked for more detailed informa-
tion on the work completed and 
to be done, urging priority for 

those units having small children, 
particularly on upper floors.

Terri Hruby, director of Plan-
ning and Community Develop-
ment, was asked if this was being 
looked at in the city’s inspection 
of apartment units. She noted 
that this was being done, but that 
the inspection of apartment units 
was on a five-year cycle and they 
were not able to do enforcement 
on every single unit at one time.  
Pauley noted that, like the city, 
Franklin Park did not have the 
resources to do all windows at 
one time.

In response to her question, 
Knight told Davis that occupancy 
remains high for the complex 
with currently a 69 percent reten-
tion rate.

Pauley said that the refurbish-
ment of all apartments, initiated 
when Fieldstone Properties pur-
chased the now 50-plus-year-old 
Springhill Lake apartment com-
plex in 2010, is nearing comple-

tion with another 500 units done 
at a cost of $25,000,000, with 
about 500 left to do. Knight said 
that monthly rents now range 
from $1,279 to $2,142, there be-
ing a recent four percent across-
the-board rent increase.

Improvements
Capital expenses include the 

installation of high-efficiency gas 
valves in Sections 1, 2 and 5 and 
upgrades to the swimming pools 
with handicap ramps and railings.  
There have been repairs to storm 
drainage, sidewalks lifted to im-
prove stormwater drainage, a new 
policy for pest control and energy 
lights installed. Pipes are being 
replaced when needed. 

“Anything that needs to be 
done is being done,” Pauley said. 
He commended the city code 
enforcement inspection as being 
much improved.

Knight noted that the apart-
ment market has changed due to 
the online social media reviews 
that enable tenants and others to 
say good or bad things about an 
apartment complex. 

Knight said management uses 
a variety of resources to commu-
nicate with residents, including 
a quarterly newsletter and social 
media. Management doesn’t want 
to overdo it for fear that tenants 

Apartments in Franklin Park
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At the worksession with 
Prince George’s County Coun-
cil’s two new at-large members 
on January 16, Greenbelt Homes, 
Inc. President Steve Skolnik pre-
sented requests of concern to 
GHI regarding the zoning pro-
cess. Skolnik expressed concern 
that a lack of a suitable overlay 
would take the housing density 
level zoned for GHI from the 
current overlay level of 6.2 per 
acre to over 10, leaving the area 
open to high density housing and 
changing Greenbelt’s historic 
character.

Councilmember Mel Franklin 
responded. He recognized the is-
sues raised and reassured Skolnik 
that at the moment the activity 
was directed toward developing 
the underlying zoning and that, 
once that was in place, the over-
lays would then be raised for 
consideration. Franklin noted that 
planners are somewhat opposed 
in general to overlays but said 

County At-large Reps Tackle
GHI Zoning Overlay Concerns

by Cathie Meetre

that due to the historical con-
siderations in the county, it was 
really the only feasible approach.

In response to questions from 
Skolnik, Franklin said that he 
thought that the final overlays 
would be in place and agreed 
upon approximately 18 months 
from now. 

Skolnik also noted ongoing 
concerns with the county’s per-
mit granting system for con-
struction, noting that it was a 
struggle to get permits for even 
simple changes – a problem for 
multiple small age-in-place up-
dates, especially those requiring a 
downstairs bathroom. In response, 
Franklin noted that the Depart-
ment of Permits, Inspection and 
Enforcement had been formed 
as an integrated group to help 
streamline these processes under 
a single roof and asked if that 
had made any difference. Skolnik 
opined that it didn’t seem to have 
worked as far as he could see.

Vehicle Crime
Two vehicles were stolen. A 

4-door 2010 Nissan Sentra taken 
from the 6100 block Springhill 
Terrace was recovered the next 
day by Prince George’s County 
police in the 6300 block Tuck-
erman Street in Riverdale Park 
after it had been in a hit and run 
accident and then abandoned. A 
tan 2005 Porsche Cayenne SUV 
with Md. tags 1DG0961 was 
taken from the 7800 block Em-
ily’s Way.

One vehicle was recovered. A 
2019 Toyota 4Runner SUV re-
ported stolen to Alexandria City 
police was found in the 6100 
block Springhill Terrace.

Two thefts were reported. Rear 
tag Md. 7CH7182 was taken 
from a vehicle on Crescent Road 
near Parkway. A notebook-type 
computer and backpack were 
taken after a window was broken 
out in the 6100 block Greenbelt 
Road.

will not pay attention to what is 
communicated. 

Davis asked about distribution 
of the News Review. Resident 
Ric Gordon said he received 
the newspaper regularly.  He 
advocated that there should be a 
resident association to improve 
communication.  Councilmember 
Edward Putens noted that there 
once was one back in the early 
Springhill Lake days.

A resident complained to 
council about mold in her kitchen 
resulting from a pipe leak that 
had not been properly addressed 

prior to replacement of the kitch-
en cabinet. Pauley took excep-
tion, but after the complainant 
provided photographs, he agreed 
to revisit the matter.

Councilmember Colin Byrd 
proffered a list of complaints he 
had received from tenants which 
included broken glass in the park-
ing area, trash and customer ser-
vice in addition to items already 
discussed at the meeting. Davis 
asked how large the maintenance 
staff was. Pauley said 62.

The Springhill Lake Recreation Center is located in Franklin Park.
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visit
www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police.
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348
RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT

SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS
CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING

KITCHENS – BATHROOMS
SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS

LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED
MHIC #84145

PHONE 301-441-1246

Law Offices of David R. Cross
Located in Roosevelt Center

115 Centerway
301-474-5705

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

Pet Care 
Services

 Long Work Days? 
Travel Plans? 

Mid-Day Dog Walking • Cat Care 
• and more.

301-260-(TAIL) 8245
info@maestrostail.com

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men

301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $9.80 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($14.70).  
Deadline 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-
ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

Richard Cantwell/Broker: 410-790-5099
Frances Fendlay: 240-481-3851
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749
Valerie Pierce: 301-802-4336

Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233
Christina Doss:410-365-6769
Sean Rooney: 410-507-3337

7829 BELLE POINT DRIVE, GREENBELT, MD 20770 301-441-1071

62C Ridge Rd.  $131,000
Very nice 2 bedroom home. Beautiful hardwood 
�oors.  Washer/dryer.  This home is adjacent to 
the north woods and less than one block from 
Greenbelt Elementary school. Close to several 

bus routes. Parking in front.

OPEN HOUSE! Sun. 1/27 1-3pm

Buyers, get prepared for the 2019 spring 
market! If you are a �rst time buyer or you just 

want to know the value of your home, 
give us a call!

FREE Market Analysis!

HELP WANTED

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST & NAIL TECH.  If you have 
a good following and remain employed 
with me for the term of one year, I will 
pay a $1,000 bonus at the end of the 
first year.  Dominick’s in Greenbelt.  
301-980-9200.

MERCHANDISE

STAIR LIFTS – Never walk up steps 
again! Buy new or certified pre-owned 
stair lifts at reduced prices.  Installa-
tion, lifetime warranty and free service 
contract included.  Call 301-448-5254

REAL ESTATE – RENT

LOOKING FOR ROOM to rent in Old 
Greenbelt.  Non smoking.  Can pay 
$450 per month.  Call 240-602-2479.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, wireless checkup, 
anti-virus, firewall, etc. 240-601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reasonable 
rates!  References available.  Patti, 
301-910-0050.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE EN-
GINEERING, LLC – Plumbing, elec-
trical, painting, drywall, landscape 
design, flower beds, bucket truck 
services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com. 
301-318-5472. Insured.  Visa, Master-
Card, Discover.

SNOW REMOVAL – Need help keep-
ing walks & driveway clear?  240-
605-0985.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering.  Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

EVEN IF IT SNOWS, or rains, or the 
government shuts down, Lawn and 
Order keeps working!  Call Dennis at 
240-264-7638 to finally get your lawn 
clean.  Also accepting a limited number 
of interior painting projects.

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials and waxing.  301-345-1849.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies/
slides to DVD. 301-809-0988, C 703-
216-7293.

BUYING JUNK from basements, 
garages, attics, self-storage.  Robert, 
240-515-4700.

GREENBELT YARDMAN – Beautify 
and maintain yards.  240-605-0985.

PAINTING SERVICES –Interior/
exterior painting; drywall; repairs. In-
cluding sheds, fences, decks, additions. 
Please call 240-461-9056.  

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete cleanout, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

ANGELA’s HOUSE CLEANING: 
Cleaning your home like my own, at 
reasonable price. References avail-
able in Greenbelt. Ten years profes-
sional experience. 240-645-5140 or  
AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi 
ductless heat pump systems in Green-
belt Homes.  Call Mike at H & C  
Heating and Cooling, 301-953-2113.  
Licensed and insured since 1969.

HANDYMAN, carpentry, painting, 
drywall, roof repairs, ceramic tile.  
240-460-5485

ELDER CARE AVAILABLE – Ex-
perienced CNA-GNA.  References 
available.  Eva Garcia, 301-332-7063

PLACE 
YOUR AD 

HERE

http://www.continentalmovers.net
mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:AngelaLazo1@hotmail.com
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 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

Selling during the winter months: 
What if I told you, that the pre-spring market has often been a great 

time to sell?  Call to talk about the right time to List your Home!  

FOR SALE 
33H Ridge Road, 2BA 1.5BA W/ Screened Porch  

Addition!! Main Level Half Bath!  
11F Hillside Rd 2BR, 1BA Frame Interior 

7R Research RD 2BR, 1BA 
Nearly 1200sq ft, hardwood floors, views!!  

 

****UNDER CONTRACT**** 
8381 Gatewood Drive, Jessup 

3 BR 2BA Detached Home, Greenbelt 
****UPCOMING LISTINGS!!!! STAY TUNED**** 

 

 
Sarah V. Liska  
Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
sarah@freedomrealtymd.com  
www.freedomrealtymd.com 
Serving Greenbelt since 2001 
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LOVE NOTES
“Once I had a secret love it’s true

But keeping a secret’s a chore.
So I put a Love Note in the News Review
Now my secret love’s no secret any more.”

E-mail ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com or bring 
us your Love Notes 

by 4 p.m. Monday, February 11th
at the News Review Office 

Greenbelt Community Center, Room 100. 
Enjoy reading all the words of love 

in the News Review.
Half-Price Sale for Ads

Valentine’s Day Ads: 
50 cents per line for poetry

$1 for Row of Hearts

What are you waiting for? 
Write your Love Notes 

to share with your loved ones.

Teen Advisory Board
Monday, January 28: 4 p.m., 

ages 13 to 18, limit 15 partici-
pants. Volunteer and work to-
gether to make the library a better 
place for teens by talking about 
books, music and movies and 
suggesting things to add in the 
collection. Registration required; 
contact the branch either in per-
son or by calling 301-345-5800. 
PGCPS student participants may 
earn Service Learning hours. 
(TAB meets weekly on Monday 
afternoons.)

Monthly Storytime 
Monday, January 28: Books at 

Bedtime, presented by the Prince 
George’s County Infants and Tod-
dlers Program, 6:30 p.m., for ages 
newborn to 3, limit 20 people. 
Families are encouraged to come 
start their bedtime routines at the 
library. This is an opportunity 
for children under 3 – especially 
those with special needs – along 
with their family and friends, to 
participate in storytime, music 
and motor activities. Stop by the 
Information Desk to pick up free 
tickets on the day of the event. 
(This special storytime will con-
tinue monthly through Monday, 
May 20.)

English Conversation Club
Tuesday, January 29: 6 p.m. 

Learning to speak English? Join 
this club and practice speaking 
English in a friendly atmosphere 
with people from diverse back-
grounds. (The club meets weekly 
on Tuesday evenings.)

Robert Candey works on a circuit board as part of MakerSpace 
Repair Café on Saturday, January 19. The café addressed 22 
broken items including lamps, radios, a television set, jewelry 
and clothing. The Repair Café runs every quarter and is free.
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MakerSpace Repair Café

Send us your photos!

The News Review would like to print more 
photos of Greenbelt landmarks, activities and the 
changing seasons. Photos should be at least 300 dpi, 
and must include the name of the photographer and 
a caption. The caption must name any identifiable 
people in the photo, as well as explain the picture. 
Send us no more than five photos at a time.

Weekly Storytimes 
Tuesday, January 29: ages 3 

to 5, 7 p.m., limit 30 people. 
Wednesday, January 30: ages 
newborn to 2, 10:15 a.m., limit 
15 babies with parent/caregiver; 
ages 2 to 3, 11:15 a.m., limit 30 
people. Thursday, January 31: 
ages newborn to 2, 10:15 and 
11:15 a.m., limit 15 babies with 
parent/caregiver; ages 2 to 3, 
4:15 p.m., limit 30 people.

Encourage children to make 
reading a positive experience by 
bringing them to the library’s sto-
rytimes. Each program contains 
a mixture of engaging activities 
and age-appropriate stories that 
support early literacy. Stop by 
the Information Desk immediately 
prior to each session to pick up 
free tickets available on a first-
come, first-served basis.

Lecture 
Tuesday, January 29: 7 p.m. 

Kush & Axum: Great Black 
Kingdoms of the Nile will be the 
first session of the Winter 2019 
season in this audio-visual lecture 
series presented by historian C.R. 
Gibbs. Other sessions will be pre-
sented on most Tuesday evenings 
through March 5.

Kids Achieve Club
Wednesday, January 30: 4:30 

p.m. Mentoring, reading and 
homework help for students in 
grades 1 to 6. (This club meets 
weekly on Wednesday after-
noons.)

At the Library

www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Greenbelt Co-op grocery store 
reports encouraging early re-
sponse to Rays on the Roof with 
over $100k already committed 
through a mix of loans and dona-
tions through Tuesday, January 
22. The campaign will replace 
the roof of the store and add a 
solar array that indefinitely offsets 
25 percent of the Co-op’s annual 
$150,000 electrical expense. This 
strategy also builds reserves to 
pay outright for the next array/
roof repair in 2045.

For the mathematically curi-
ous, Dr. Bill Jones, board mem-
ber and mathematician-in-resi-
dence, explains that there’s more 
to the Co-op’s donation and in-
vestment program than meets the 
eye. It’s designed to optimize 
mathematically the financial re-
sources available to the store and 
align them with the cumulative 
effect of the solar array on the 
store’s expenses. As the remain-
der of this article explains, indi-
viduals contemplating supporting 
the Co-op are encouraged to 
consider splitting their investment 
over the time periods available 
and to also consider a tradeoff 
between investment and donation 
options.

Paradigm Shift
The investment in solar takes 

10 or more years to pay off, even 
with the help of the bond bill, 
but staying the course creates a 
game-changer far into the future. 
The challenge for Co-op is how 
to pay back without disturbing 
its normal balance between rev-
enue and expenses, because the 
shift from reactive to proactive 
doesn’t begin to happen until all 
the investments are returned to 
their owners and the interest paid 
out. To sustain the Co-op during 
the 10-year payback period, the 
answer is to keep repayments 
within the savings in electricity. 

In constructing the investment 
plan that allows the Co-op to 
move to a reserve-based model, 
Jones kept total repayments of 
interest and principal within the 
expected amount of electrical 
savings. He also wanted to al-
low individuals investing to have 
options in how long their money 
stayed in. After much gnashing 
of teeth and several hard-fought 
rounds of Dueling Spreadsheets, 
the current plan was adopted by 
Co-op’s board. 

The plan allows three choices 
of duration (short, medium and 
long) – though Jones points out 
that the initial balances in each 
must be roughly in proportion or 
too much money must be paid 
off before the electricity savings 
accrue to cover them. Inves-
tors are encouraged to sign up 
early to get the durations of their 
choice. Investment durations will 

Co-op’s Resident Math Prof.
Builds Innovative Investment

by Cathie Meetre

be confirmed in the order pledges 
are received.

Invest vs. Donate
Investments are the core of 

the program because they allow 
investors to contribute more than 
they could afford to simply do-
nate – and they get their money 
back. The willingness to invest 
is what shows the state legisla-
ture that Co-op has the support 
of its customers/member-owners 
over the long term and that the 
investors believe the program 
will be successful. This vote of 
confidence much improves the 
chances of winning state bond 
bill funding. 

The most potent way to con-
tribute is by a mix of donation 
and investment. By contribut-
ing an investment and adding 
a donation about equivalent to 
the interest on the investment, 
the total makes an even better 
showing in matching funds and 
the donor gets back every penny 
contributed to the project – their 
original investment and the dona-
tion are eventually returned. For 
example, Jones tells the News 
Review that contributing $8,000 
as investment and $2,000 as a 
donation on the seven-year pro-
gram returns $10,000 to the in-
vestor. How magical is that?  In 
fact, of course, the investor gets 
back their original stake and their 
donation offsets the interest they 
will receive.  It’s a very inexpen-
sive way of doing good. 

More information is available 
and donations and investments 
may be made via the Co-op’s 
website solar.greenbelt.coop or 
by enquiring at the Co-op office. 
Cash-register tickets are available 
in the store for smaller donations. 

A snowman on the peninsula at the Lake

Snow highlights berries on fence in Charlestowne 
Village.
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“Every pine and fir and hemlock wore ermine 
too dear for an earl.” At least the ones along 
the 13 Court of Ridge Road were on Thursday, 
January 17. (Quote from The First Snowfall by 
James Lowell)
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Snow in 
Greenbelt

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.


