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Maglev
In 2018, Greenbelt learned a lot more about the proposed 

superconducting magnetic levitation (maglev) train and (mostly) 
protested it. The News Review published many articles and letters 
to the editor on the maglev train that would run from Washington, 
D.C. to Baltimore. Opponents of the train say that it would do 
little to improve traffic for the majority of commuters, would ad-
versely affect the environment including, possibly, Greenbelt’s for-
est preserve, and that the money would be better spent improving 
existing transportation options. Proponents say that it will ease traf-
fic congestion in the region and provide jobs, as well as make use 
of an important new technology to help improve transportation.  In 
January, the Federal Railway Administration-Maryland Department 
of Transportation Preliminary Alternatives Screening Report was 
released. The report revealed that both of the two favored maglev 
routes, labelled J1 and J2, would run under Greenbelt, parallel to 
the Baltimore-Washington Parkway. This report and another, the 
Final Alternatives Report released in November, were part of the 

See TOP STORIES, page 4

Greenbelter’s Modeling Could
Stop Desert, Power the World

by Amy S. Hansen

Many of us dream of saving 
the world, but few of us create 
a computer model showing how 
to do it. 

Greenbelter Eugenia Kalnay 
is originally from Argentina and 
is a meteorologist. She’s a dis-
tinguished university professor of 
atmospheric and oceanic sciences 
at the University of Maryland. 
Before that, she was a branch 
head at NASA Goddard and also 
a director of the Environmental 
Modeling Center at the National 
Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA). She was 
also the first woman to receive a 
Ph.D. in meteorology from M.I.T. 

She has created a plan that 
would provide energy for the 
world and mitigate desertification 
of the Sahara. When she and her 
colleagues ran the models, they 
were thrilled.

“I was totally delighted be-
cause it was exactly what I hoped 

would happen,” she said, still 
smiling broadly at the results.

What  she  and  he r  t eam 
showed was that large-scale wind 
and solar farms in the Sahara 
Desert could provide enough 

electricity to power the world, 
and also bring rain back to the 
sub-Saharan region that is suffer-
ing from drought. 

The team of eight co-authors 
published the article in Science 
last September and presented 
their work at the American Geo-
physical Union meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C., on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 11. Dozens of news organiza-
tions and environmental groups 
wrote about the work. 

Stopping Deserts
Kalnay explained that the idea 

of using the Sahara started with 
her advisor at M.I.T. back in 
1975.

In a non-desert ecosystem, 
such as a forest, dark soil and 
vegetation collect the heat from 
the sun during the day. At night, 
the heat rises up and into the at-
mosphere. The atmosphere gives 

Eugenia Kalnay
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See MODEL, page  9

Land for New Greenbelt Station
Park is Conveyed to the City

by Gary Childs

The residents of Greenbelt 
Station now have a park of their 
own. At the December 10 regular 
council meeting, representatives 
of the Greenbelt Station Home-
owners Association (HOA) and 
Woodlawn, the developer of the 
community, discussed the sta-
tus of Woodlawn’s turning over 
the green space to the City of 
Greenbelt for use as a park in 
Greenbelt Station.

The original Greenbelt Station 
South Core Site Plan included a 
2.27 acre neighborhood central 
park area which was intended to 
be given to the city to be used 
as a park.  Terri Hruby, director 

of Planning and Community De-
velopment, informed council that 
city staff had recently completed 
a walk-through to check the re-
maining items needed to be done 
for the central park area, and that 
while a few items remained to 
be handled by Woodlawn, Hruby 
said that staff are comfortable 
recommending council go ahead 
and accept ownership of the park. 
The lawyer representing the HOA 
said that Woodlawn had either 
completed or was in the process 
of completing final site prepara-
tion tasks including stabilizing 
the turf, placing bollard lights 
and replacing a utility box cover. 

A representative of Woodlawn 
said that all the papers needing 
signing were ready and, in fact, 
could be signed as soon as a 
meeting could be scheduled.

A member of the homeown-
er’s association, and resident of 
Greenbelt Station, Kristin Weaver, 
expressed the enthusiasm and 
excitement of the HOA board 
and of residents of the commu-
nity that they would finally have 
a completed park for use. The 
timing, she said, was fortuitous 
because the HOA had scheduled 
their holiday party for the fol-
lowing Saturday and that given 

The News Review’s Wild Ride
On the Worldwide Web Side

by Cathie Meetre

Readers will be delighted to 
know that the immediate prob-
lem that dogged the website and 
caused it to be completely un-
available for about 36 hours dur-
ing the week of the December 20 
issue has been resolved. Longer-
term concerns remain, but at least 
the site is once again visible and 
functional while they are tackled.

The News Review’s faithful 
followers will know there’s been 
a variety of turmoil with the 
newspaper’s web presence.  The 
following tale of misadventure 
explains it for those who are into 
the technical details.

1. Searched
Some months ago, having 

been unhappy for some time with 
the installed free search engine, 
the News Review contracted to 
replace it with a new paid one.  
After some searching, one was 
found that performed well.  It 
worked quite well on the very 
oldest newspaper issues and even 
some for which the online file 
was of relatively poor quality. 
The News Review board heaved 
a collective sigh of relief and 
concentrated once again on the 
newspaper itself.

2. Not So Searched
All was well until November 

when fewer and fewer search-
es returned any results.  After 
some mystified exploration by 
the newspaper’s IT Team (a 
somewhat motley crew, to be 
sure), the search engine ven-
dor revealed that, in fact, the 
package the News Review had 
purchased didn’t cover search-
ing PDF files and that, once the 
introductory three-month period 
was over, they had switched off 
the capability. The News Review 

See WILD RIDE, page  11

At the celebration of Greenbelt Station's new park, Kim 
Whitfield (left) and her daughter Jade Pridgeon, were two of 
the winners of the holiday sweater contest. Article and more 
pictures on page 12.
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Darius Foster proudly presents his work, hung in the airport gal-
lery at Baltimore-Washington Airport.  See story page 7.
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See PARK, page  5
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CC = Closed Captions

DVS = Descriptive Video Services

Letters to the Editor

Drop Us a Line! 
Electronically, that is.  

editor@greenbelt 
newsreview.com

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
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business@greenbeltnewsreview.com (billing)
website:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Community Calendar:  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar
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SHOWTIMES
Dec 28th - Jan 3rd

MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS
(R) (DVS) (CC) 

(2018) (124 mins)
 Fri. 2:30, 5:00, 7:45 PM
 Sat 2:30, 5:00, 7:45 PM

 Sun. 2:30 (OC) 5:00, 
7:45 PM

 Mon. 12:00, 2:30, 5:00 PM
 Tues. 2:30, 5:00 PM

 Wed. 2:30, 5:00, 7:45 PM 
Thurs. 5:00, 7:45 PM

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977

Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita

Gary Childs, Editor

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members Always $6.50!

Members' Kids Free!
Adults $9, Senior/Student 

$8, Kids $6 
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions
DVS = Descriptive Video Services

Movies since 1938

Holiday Deadlines,
Schedule Changes

Holiday Deadlines
New Year’s Week Issue (dated Thursday, January 3) –  

Advertising and Copy Deadline: Sunday, December 30
Holiday Office Hours:

Sunday, December 30 – 2 to 4 p.m., 6 to 8 p.m.
(Monday, December 31 through Sunday, January 6 – Closed)
All articles, photos, announcements and advertisements must be 

received no later than Sunday at 8 p.m., sooner if possible. Note 
that no additional material for these issues will be accepted after 
the stated deadlines.

The News Review is grateful for everyone’s help in submit-
ting advertisements and copy as early as pos-
sible. Email letters and stories to editor@ 
greenbeltnewsreview.com and send ads to ads@
greenbeltnewsreview.com. If there are any ques-
tions, call 301-474-4131 or email the editor or 
ad desk.

Happy New Year's to all!

Holiday Decorations
Like many Greenbelters, I ap-

preciate the holiday decorations 
that brighten the Roosevelt Cen-
ter this time of year. However, I 
am also troubled by the fact that 
although they contain no overt 
religious symbols they are re-
ally only about the celebration of 
Christmas – decorated tree, lights 
strung and wrapping trees. 

Many other religions and re-
ligious traditions are represented 
in Greenbelt: Judaism, Islam, 
Bahá’í, Buddhism, Hinduism, and 
there are Wiccan and other New 
Age practitioners focused on the 
Winter Solstice, too. It would feel 
more fitting in our diverse com-
munity if we could, throughout 
the year, showcase these tradi-
tions as well. 

I am an ordained Christian 
minister, my husband is Jewish. 
As I walked through the Center 
during Hanukkah, I kept thinking, 
“Where is the menorah?” I have 
a Hindu friend who draws won-
derful sidewalk representations 
of that faith’s traditions. Why not 
ask him and others to create their 
own artistic, celebratory works? 

Would this not be more in 
keeping with the spirit of Green-
belt?

Robin Hawley Gorsline
Editor’s Note:  The early 

1970s saw the beginning of the 
city’s involvement in celebrating 
the holidays.  The ideas came 
from residents and the chosen 
name, Festival of Lights, was 
intended to include all religions, 
as most use light as a central 
theme in celebrations which occur 
around the solstice and are asso-
ciated with the return of the sun.

Maglev’s Enormous 
Infrastructure 

We have expressed concerns 
before about the magnetic levi-
tation (maglev) Project and the 
impact it would have on the 
environment and property values 
in Greenbelt and other communi-
ties. The maglev, which includes 
high-speed trains and the new 
infrastructure to support their 
operation, has been proposed by 
Baltimore-Washington Rapid Rail 
(BWRR) to provide 15-minute 
trip service between Baltimore 
and Washington, D.C., with only 
one additional stop at the BWI 
Thurgood Marshall Airport. The 
Final Alternatives Report, re-
cently released by the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA) 
and the Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT), contains 

new details that confirm our con-
cerns. The report evaluates the 
two routes, which run parallel to 
the Baltimore-Washington Park-
way (BWP) as they pass through 
Greenbelt.  

The report provides details 
about the new infrastructure, 
which we contend will destroy 
wildlife habitat and reduce prop-
erty values in the impacted com-
munities. According to the re-
port, the maglev will require 
construction of deep tunnels, 
above-ground viaducts as tall as 
140 feet, four power substations, 
vent plants located above the 
underground sections of the final 
route, a 241-acre rolling stock 
depot, other maintenance and/or 
ancillary facilities, and ingress/
egress roads.  

The selected route would be 
33 to 36 miles long with 67 to 
79 percent tunnel. The above-
ground portion of the routes 
would cross or run on open and 
forested lands adjacent to the 
BWP and across wetland ar-
eas and other resource areas. 
Two to six trains per hour would 
be needed for the Baltimore to 
Washington service.

The FRA and MDOT consider 
these routes to be reasonable and 
recommend that they advance as 
alternatives in the Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS). 
The No Build Alternative, which 
we support, will also advance. 
One of the routes or the No 
Build Alternative will ultimately 
be selected.

Wildlife habitat, open space 
and forests, which affect our 
quality of life, should not be 
sacrificed just to get somewhere 
a few minutes faster. According 
to the 2018 World Wildlife Fund 
Living Planet Report, transporta-
tion is one of the common causes 
of habitat loss and degradation of 
natural areas. This report identi-
fies infrastructure projects as one 
of the most common pressures 
causing deforestation and forest 
degradation.  

Many people will be impacted 
by the maglev. Some have lived 
in their homes for many years 
and have built a sense of com-
munity in their neighborhoods. 
The maglev would forever change 
the character of these neighbor-
hoods. In some neighborhoods 
the above-ground viaduct would 
pass within 65 to 80 feet of resi-
dences. 

There are better alternatives. 
We would like to see investments 
in mass transit systems that serve 
all travelers, not just the elite 

traveler, and that use only exist-
ing infrastructure to avoid the de-
struction of wildlife habitat, open 
space, forested lands and estab-
lished communities. We contend 
the maglev will leave a negative 
legacy for future generations and 
we encourage people to read 
the Final Alternatives Report, 
which can be found at bwmaglev.
info/index.php/project-documents/ 
reports.

Brian and Donna Almquist

City Notes
Public Works maintenance crews removed unwanted signs, 

repaired potholes, cleaned storm drains throughout the city and 
repaired the gravel path around the lake at Buddy Attick Park.  
In addition, they pruned trees throughout historic Greenbelt and 
continued curbside leaf pickup in Lakewood and in Greenspring 
I and II. Public Works posted a Christmas tree collection map on 
the city’s website.

Greenbelt’s Mamas and Papas hosted a holiday gathering at the 
Youth Center. Mom’s Morning Out parents attended a conference 
in mid-December to review student progress with Gaye Houchens, 
pre-school director.

At the Aquatic & Fitness Center, the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
and the GAFC teamed up to collect new, unwrapped toys to dis-
tribute to local families during the holidays. By December 19, 123 
toys had been collected.

Therapeutic recreation reported that 23 seniors were served a 
special holiday dinner. Eighty-four seniors were served hot meals 
during the week of December 17 to 21.
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BOOK TICKETS ONLINE: 
 

WWW.GREENBELTARTSCENTER.ORG 
 

FOR INFO:  
 

INFO@GREENBELTARTSCENTER.ORG 
 

301-441-8770 

Give GAC Gift Certificates! 
 

Give the gift of theater!... 
…and finish your last-minute holiday shopping with Greenbelt 
Arts Center gift certificates redeemable for tickets to any future 
show! 

Visit www.greenbeltartscenter.org to buy! 
 

COMING January 11, 2019 

COMING SOON: 
 

 

 STONEFISH – January 11 – 20 – Guest Production from The Coil Project 
 
 

GREENBELT ARTS CENTER-123 CENTERWAY-GREENBELT, MD 
(UNDER THE CO-OP GROCERY STORE) 

Directed by David Dieudonne
This intense drama tells one family’s story of tragedy and survival. Twins 
Mason and Dixon (both played by Amanda Zeitler) and their family – 
troubled younger brother Lewis (Ren Stone), well meaning father Stan 
(Sean Butler), and devoted friend Christopher (Matt Baughman), have 
already been through hell. But something else is hiding in plain sight. 

Content warning: this show contains: themes of gun violence, and suicide; 
and gunfire.
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Free Community Art
Drop-in on January 6

The Greenbelt Recreation Arts 
Program welcomes visitors of all 
ages to a community art drop-
in on Sunday, January 6 from 1 
to 3 p.m. Admission is free and 
reservations are not required. The 
event takes place at the Commu-
nity Center.

Kathy Karlson, an artist in res-
idence at the Community Center, 
will lead a painting party. Paint 
clouds, trees, waves and other 
forms according to your own in-
spiration using drawing and color 
wash techniques. All materials 
will be provided.

While there, visitors may see 
the current art gallery exhibit, 
The View Within and Without: 
Painting and Collage by Sylvie 
van Helden. The show features 
selections from two series. Van 
Helden’s “Hashtag Mandala” 
paintings each bring together 12 
Instagram users’ images culled 
through exhaustive hashtag 
searches of words with spiri-
tual connotations. The Legend of 
the Koi is based on an ancient 
Chinese tale about perseverance 
that guided a personal journey 
through grief.

Also check out the Museum’s 
current exhibit at the Community 
Center, The Knowing Hands That 
Carve This Stone: The New Deal 
Art of Lenore Thomas Straus. 
Straus is best known locally as 
the creator of the iconic Mother 
and Child statue in Roosevelt 
Center and the impressive bas 
reliefs on the façade of the Com-
munity Center. From 1 to 5 p.m. 
enjoy a guided tour of the Mu-
seum’s historic house across the 
street at 10-B Crescent Road for 
a small admission fee. 

For more information about 
City of Greenbelt art programs, 
visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts or call 
301-397-2208. Arts programs are 
sponsored in part by the Mary-
land State Arts Council.

Arts Board Meets
The Greenbelt Arts Advisory 

Board will meet next on Tuesday, 
January 8 at 7 p.m. in Room 112 
of the Community Center.

Davies’ Paintings
Currently on Display 

There will be an opening re-
ception on Sunday, January 6 
from 2 to 4 p.m. for Greenbelt 
artist Sally Davies’ exhibit Point 
of View at the Maryland Mile-
stones Heritage Center, located 
at 4318 Gallatin Street in Hy-
attsville. The paintings in this 
exhibit are part of her series of 
landscapes with unusual vantage 
points. “In this current political 
world of insular countries and 
self-protectionism, I want to show 
our planet as one whole place, a 
community. Aside from recog-
nizable architectural clues for a 
specific place, the people in my 
paintings look so familiar. They 
are doing ordinary things, like 
going to work, taking kids to 
school, cycling home and meet-
ing with friends. I want to show 
that common bond of humanity 
throughout the world.”

Sally Davies has lived and 
worked in Prince George’s Coun-
ty for over 20 years. Originally 
from England, she studied il-
lustration and graphic design at 
Sheridan College in Canada. Her 
illustrations have been published 
in magazines, cookbooks, menus, 
textbooks, posters and 14 chil-
dren’s books in Canada and the 
U.S. Her award-winning illustra-
tions are done with ink line and 
bright watercolor washes. The 
exhibit is currently on display 
and will run through February 28. 

For more information contact 
info@anacostiatrails.org.

Thoughtful Discussion
At MakerSpace, Jan. 8

When is it bad to be true to 
ourselves? Should thee “to thine 
own self be true” if the better 
angels of your nature don’t have 
a voting majority in the counsel 
of your psyche? The thoughtful 
discussion group that meets at the 
MakerSpace on Tuesday evenings 
will take up the topic on January 
8 at 7 p.m., after a two-week 
hiatus for the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays. Those interested 
in discussion and cheerful banter 
are welcome to attend.

Annual Bird Count
On New Year’s Day

How many bird species spend 
the winter with us? Which spe-
cies are in decline here, and 
which are increasing? Since 
1900, volunteers have conducted 
the National Audubon Society’s 
Christmas Bird Count each year, 
working as citizen scientists to 
gather data and answer questions 
about the natural world. In Prince 
George’s County, members of 
Prince George’s Audubon Society 
and the Patuxent Bird Club have 
been counting since 1972.

Greenbelt and vicinity lie 
within the area covered for the 
Bowie Christmas Bird Count. 
This year’s count will be on 
New Year’s Day, with volunteers 
meeting at 7:30 a.m. at both the 
Greenbelt Lake parking lot and 
the Lake Artemesia parking lot.

Volunteers can also join later 
in the day or count birds at their 
own house feeder. Contact John 
Stith at 301-502-3634 to make 
arrangements.

No experience is necessary, 
but bring binoculars if possible. 
Counting will be done on trails 
and streets. Volunteers can stay 
for as little or as long as they 
wish. Some volunteers will go 

out to lunch to-
gether at 11:30 
a.m. at Generous 
Joe’s Deli.

At the Library
All Prince George’s Coun-

ty Memorial Library System 
(PGCMLS) branches will be 
closed from Sunday, December 
30 through Tuesday, January 1 
for the New Year’s holiday. The 
Greenbelt Library will reopen on 
Wednesday, January 2 at 10 a.m.

Weekly Storytimes 
Wednesday, January 2: ages 

newborn to 2, 10:15 a.m., lim-
it 15 babies with parent(s)/
caregiver(s); ages 2 to 3, 11:15 
a.m., limit 30 people. Thursday, 
January 3: ages newborn to 2, 
10:15 and 11:15 a.m., limit 15 
babies with parent(s)/caregiver(s); 
ages 2 to 3, 4:15 p.m., limit 30 
people.

Teen Advisory Board (TAB)
Monday, January 7, 4 p.m., 

ages 13 to 18, limit 15 partici-
pants. Volunteer and work togeth-
er to make the library a better 
place for teens by talking about 
books, music, movies and sug-
gesting what teens would like to 
see in the collection. Registration 
required; contact the branch either 
in person or by calling 301-345-
5800. Prince George’s County 
Public Schools student partici-
pants may earn service learning 
hours. (TAB meets weekly on 
Monday afternoons.)

English Conversation Club
Tuesday, January 8, 6 p.m. 

Learning to speak English? Join 
this club and practice speaking 
English in a friendly atmosphere 
with people from diverse back-
grounds. The club meets weekly 
on Tuesday evenings.

Kids Achieve Club
Wednesday, January 9, 4:30 

p.m. Mentoring, reading and 
homework help for students in 
grades 1 to 6. This club meets 
weekly on Wednesday afternoons.

Toastmasters Meet
The Greenbelt Toastmasters 

Club will meet on Wednesday, 
January 2 at 7:30 p.m. in the So-
cial Hall of Greenbelt Community 
Church at Hillside and Crescent 
Roads.  The group offers profes-
sionals, students, stay-at-home 
parents and retirees a supportive 
environment to improve skills in 
communication and leadership. 
For more information call 240-
542-8625.

LISTEN to the 
NEWS REVIEW

Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

Unknown Odor Alert Brings 
Five-Company Response 

by Sue Krofchik 

First responders from five ju-
risdictions were dispatched to 
Greenbelt Park Apartments on 
Crescent Road near Southway 
on Sunday, December 23 at ap-
proximately 2:30 p.m. in response 
to a report of an odor in a base-

ment laundry room. No one was 
hurt in the incident. Apparatus on 
the scene included aerial trucks 
from Berwyn Heights and West 
Lanham Hills and engines from 
Greenbelt, Riverdale Heights and 
College Park.

Firefighters from Greenbelt and surrounding communities 
respond to an alarm due to an unknown odor coming from a 
laundry room. There was no fire and no one was hurt.

Photos by Gary Childs

GHI Notes
Friday, December 28, 12:00 

noon, Office Closed, Emergency 
Maintenance Service available at 
301-474-6011

Tuesday January 1, office 
closed, New Year’s Day, Emer-
gency Maintenance Service avail-
able at 301-474-6011

Wednesday, January 2, 7:00 
p.m., Addition Maintenance Pro-
gram Task Force, Board Room

Thursday, January 3, 10:00 
a.m., Storm Water Management 
Task Force, Board Room

Thursday, January 3, 7:45 
p.m., Board of Directors Meet-
ing, Board Room

Saturday, January 5, 11:00 
a.m., Pre Purchase Orientation, 
Board Room

http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts
mailto:info@anacostiatrails.org
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Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Green-
belt residents, past or pres-
ent.

You write it or we will 
if you prefer.  We try to 
include information about 
participation in various ac-
tivities and organizations, 
where the person lived and 
something about the fam-
ily.  A photograph and ser-
vice information should 
be included.  There is no 
charge.

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

“Justice is a powerful force.  It is, above all else, the 
conqueror of the citadels of the hearts and souls of men, 
and the revealer of the secrets of the world of being, 

and the standard-bearer of love and bounty.” 
- Baha’i Writings

Greenbelt Baha'i' Community

1-800-22-UNITE
Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com

301-345-2918
www.greenbeltbahais.org

Mishkan Torah
Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770    301-474-4223
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egali-

tarian synagogue that respects tradition and becomes 
your extended family in the 21st century.

Shabbat services:  Friday evening at 8:00 PM, 
Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K–12 and for adults.
Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes.  Concert choir.  Social Action program.
Opportunity for  leadership development.
Moderate, flexible dues.  High holiday seating for visitors.
Sisterhood.  Men's Club.  Other Social Activities.
Interfaith families are welcome.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

December 30    10 a.m.
"Harambee for Kwanzaa"

Janet Overton, Guest Worship Leader; with Mary Rooker, Worship Associate and the 
Chalice Dancers

Our annual multigenerational Kwanzaa Service will feature a staged reading 
exploring the principles and sources of Kwanzaa. Followed by our annual Kwanzaa 

Feast!

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

  Never put a period  
 where a comma should be . . . 

Whoever you are and wherever you are on 
your Spiritual journey, you are welcome HERE.

1 Hillside Road, Greenbelt 301-474-6171 Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff

Greenbelt Community Church, 
   United Church of Christ

Join us for this Sunday’s message at 10:15  

“Star Words”

	

Christian Science Church
8300 Adelphi Road,  
Hyattsville, MD

"Jesus is the Prince of Peace." 

Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
Church Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday meeting 7:30 p.m.

Dear Silvia,

Please install this as the new weekly Mowatt United Methodist Church ad:

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m.
Caring is evangelism.

However, for the October 4th edition, please use this ad:

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m.
Caring is evangelism.

Blessing of the Animals - Sunday 4 October 4:15pm

Please keep the links active in the online version.

Thank you,

Karen Gingell-Smith

(301)204-6657

The antidote to hate is engagement.

See TOP STORIES, page  7

Environmental Impact Study due to be concluded in late 2019 or 
early 2020. 

Council expressed its opposition to the proposed maglev several 
times during the year. In late January, council wrote a letter to 
Prince George’s County Executive Rushern Baker, urging him to 
oppose the project. At the annual legislative dinner in December, 
council urged Greenbelt’s county and state elected representatives 
to oppose it. In April, Baltimore Washington Rapid Rail represen-
tatives appeared before council and many city residents to answer 
questions and objections to the project. Greenbelt Advocates for 
Environmental and Social Justice has been active in 2018 spreading 
information about the train, coordinating letter-writing campaigns, 
collecting signatures of those opposed and participating in protests 
against maglev. The News Review’s letters to the editor has be-
come a lively forum for airing both the pros and the cons of the 
project.

16 Year Olds Vote
The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) submitted a thought-

ful and well-documented petition to the city council in July 2015 
recommending that 16- and 17-year-olds residing in Greenbelt be 
allowed to join their peers in Takoma Park and Hyattsville in hav-
ing the right to vote in municipal elections. 

The long impasse on the issue broke loose following a meeting 
in July 2017 when YAC members urged council to adopt a resolu-
tion to change the charter rather than placing the matter on the bal-
lot as a referendum question. At the August meeting that followed, 
however, only three councilmembers (Davis, Herling and Mach) 
voted to support adoption of the change, while the other four 
(Jordan, Pope, Putens and Roberts) took the position that council 
should base its vote on the will of the voters. With a 53 percent 
vote in support of lowering the voting age, the councilmembers 
who attended the January 2018 meeting (Byrd, Jordan, Mach and 
Roberts) voted unanimously to support the charter amendment 
resolution.

It was a long process for the students who saw this effort 
through, with an extraordinary level of maturity, professionalism 
and political savvy. Ema Smith, then in the role of chair of YAC, 
Findley Holland, Julia Sharapi, Hunter Whaples and all the other 
committee members who stuck with it are themselves the story of 
several years.

Franklin Park Fire
Fourteen adults and six children were displaced after a two-

alarm fire tore through an apartment building in Franklin Park on 
the afternoon of Friday, July 27. The fire broke out shortly before 
1 p.m. at 9004 Breezewood Terrace, near Beltway Plaza and 
Greenbelt Middle School, and caused roughly $250,000 in dam-
age.  Eleven apartments were gutted, nine of which were occupied 
at the time. Additionally, two apartments in a neighboring building 
suffered water and smoke damage and the residents of those units 
were among the displaced. No residents or first responders suffered 
injuries and at one point, over 75 firefighters were on the scene.  
Smoke from the fire could be seen throughout Greenbelt. 

In the aftermath, local residents rallied round to help and the 
Red Cross was active in housing. Franklin Park’s management  

 TOP STORIES continued from page 1 Stream Restoration Planned
Near University Square Apts.

by Diane Oberg

If all goes according to plan, 
come June contractors for the 
Prince George’s County Depart-
ment of the Environment (DOE) 
will begin an outfall and stream 
restoration project northwest of 
the basketball court at University 
Square apartments. The Greenbelt 
City Council received a briefing 
from Adeel Malik, senior engi-
neer at the DOE, on Monday, 
December 3.  

The agreement between the 
city and DOE will likely be 
placed upon the agenda of a 
January council meeting for ap-
proval, Director of Planning and 
Community Development Terri 
Hruby said. 

This work is one of five out-
fall restoration pilot projects the 
DOE is undertaking.  The work 
is expected to take four to six 
months, including restoration, 
inspections and closeout actions. 
The project is funded by the 
same county stormwater tax as 
the forebay restoration projects 
last year. The project will be 
fully funded by the county, which 
will also be responsible for all 
future maintenance. While the 
overall plan was discussed at this 
meeting, some details, such as 
work hours and minimizing the 
impact on traffic in and out of 
Belle Point, will not be available 
until the preconstruction meeting 
is held next year.

The outfall is located between 
University Square and Pinecrest 
Court.  All access will be through 
Lakecrest Drive.  Roughly 0.78 
acres will be disturbed.  Con-
struction equipment will not be 
placed upon private property al-
though some equipment may be 
stored on city-owned property in 
the area. 

Current Conditions
Malik said that the outfall 

itself is in relatively good con-

dition. However, the evaluation 
observed significant erosion in 
the adjacent stream, which feeds 
into Greenbelt Lake.  As a result, 
instead of the 25 linear feet ini-
tially identified, 465 linear feet 
will now be restored, taking it all 
the way to the lake forebay. 

The project is expected to 
eliminate streambed and bank 
erosion and improve water quality 
in Greenbelt Lake.  The contrac-
tors will be using natural materi-
als for the restoration and will 
not install any concrete or other 
manmade structures.  

Malik said that the county will 
replant many more trees, plants 
and shrubs than are removed.

Similar to the project a few 
years ago along Hillside Road, 
the restored stream will have 
eight ponds along its path. These 
are intended to slow stormwater 
down to reduce the amount of 
erosion.  A number of trees will 
be removed including some siz-
able ones but according to Malik, 
the trees they are removing would 
eventually be undercut and fall 
into the stream.  Some already 
have exposed roots. 

Beavers
There are beavers living in the 

area that will be disturbed.  Ma-
lik expects that they will relocate 
themselves during construction.  
Once the project is complete, the 
beavers may return, as they have 
done after previous projects.

mailto:Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
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City Information & Events
VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES

Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.
There are currently vacancies on: Advisory Committee of  

Education, Arts Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Sustainability, Senior Citizens Advisory Committee, 

and Youth Advisory Committee. Info: 301-474-8000

Notice of Charter Amendment Resolution
At its regular meeting of December 10, 2018, the City Council 
adopted a resolution to amend the City Charter. As required 
by state law, this resolution will be posted in its entirety for 
40 days, until January 19, at the Municipal Building, as well 
as on the City’s Web site at www.greenbeltmd.gov.  Copies 
may also be requested of the City Clerk. It will become ef-
fective on January 29, 2019, unless a proper petition to sub-
mit the amendment to the voters on a referendum is filed as 
permitted by law. As also required by state law, this notice is 
given to provide a fair summary of the resolution.

Charter Amendment Resolution No. 2018-1
Resolution No. 2069

A Resolution of the City of Greenbelt Adopted Pursuant 
to the Authority of Article XI-E of the Constitution of Mary-
land and Section 13 of Article 23A of the Annotated Code 
of Maryland, (1957 Edition as Amended), Title, “Corpora-
tion-Municipal,” Subtitle “Home Rule” to Amend the Char-
ter of the City of Greenbelt Found, in Whole or in Part, in the  
Compilation of Municipal Charters of Maryland (1983 Edition as 
Amended), as Prepared by the Department of Legislative Ref-
erence Pursuant to Chapter 77 of the Acts of the General As-
sembly of Maryland of 1983, by Repealing and Reenacting with 
Amendments Section 16(A), Titled “Appointments” to Expand 
the Number of Members

Purpose:  To amend the City Charter to expand the Board 
of Elections number of members from five (5) to seven (7).

For additional information, contact Bonita Anderson, City 
Clerk, at 301-474-3870 or banderson@greenbeltmd.gov.

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.

There are currently vacancies on: Advisory Committee of
Education, Community Relations Board, Greenbelt Advisory 
Committee on Environmental Sustainability, Senior Citizens 

Advisory Committee, and Youth Advisory Committee. 
Info: 301-474-8000

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
City Offices will be closed Tuesday, January 1st, in observance of 

the New Year’s Holiday.

REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE
Week of December 31th 

Monday Route – Regular Schedule
Tuesday Route – Collected Wednesday
Wednesday Route – Collected Thursday

Thursday Route – Collected Friday
There will be no appliance or yard waste collections on Friday, 

January 4th. 

GREENBELT CONNECTION
The Greenbelt Connection will not operate on

Tuesday, January 1st.

Give the Gift of Fun!
Classes for Children & Adults

Fitness, Art, Swimming, Dance, 
Yoga,  

Ceramics & More…

Check out our Winter 2019 Recre-
ation Activity Guide for gift ideas 

Or call Greenbelt Recreation,  
301-397-2200, for more information

Visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/ 
recreation

  A FREE program open 
to low-income families 

with children ages 
newborn to 2 years old, 

who wear diapers or 
pull ups & live in the 

city limits of Greenbelt. 

FEATURES INCLUDED: 
 Receive up to 4 home visits (one 

visit every other week) from nurs-
ing students. 

 Home visits are scheduled  
between 7:00AM-1:00PM on 
Wednesdays only. Nurses will call 
families to schedule the first home 
visit. 

FREE SERVICES OFFERED: 
 Diapers, Formula, Baby Accesso-

ries monthly 
 Baby Wellness Nursing Assessment 
 Baby Milestone Progress Review 
 Information/Resource Linkage 
 Healthy Eating Education 
 Fresh Produce/  food items  

delivered once 

Greenbelt Nursery 
Project 

SPACES ARE LIMITED!  
REGISTER FOR SPRING 2019 

FREE DIAPERS!FREE DIAPERS!  

CONTACT  
Katherine Farzin,  

Community Outreach Coordinator  
kfarzin@greenbeltmd.gov 

Office (240) 542-2019  
¡Se habla español! 

COMMUNITY ART DROP-IN DAY
Sunday, January 6, 1pm-3pm. FREE. 
Greenbelt Community Center 
All ages welcome. Materials provided.

Painting party with Artist in Residence 
Kathy Karlson. Experiment with 
techniques for painting clouds and 
trees, using washes and lines. 

Free Greenbelt  
Community Nursing  

Program
A partnership between Bowie 
State & Washington Adventist 
University Schools of Nursing 

and the Greenbelt Assistance in 
Living Program

Open to Greenbelt seniors age 60+ or disabled adults 50+ who 
reside within incorporated City limits. 
Beginning Wednesday, January 16th
• Participants will receive up to 6 home visits from student 

nurses.
• Home visits will be scheduled weekly, on Wednesdays, 

between 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
• Student nurses will call the client to schedule the first 

home visit.

Free services offered include: Bathing Assistance, Blood 
Sugar Monitoring & Assistance with Finger Sticks, Health 
Education, Vital Signs Monitoring, Patient Advocacy with 
Health Care Professionals, Medication Management...and 
more.

Contact Sharon Johnson, GAIL Community Case Manager,  
to register: 240-542-2029 OR sjohnson@greenbeltmd.gov

* SPACE IS LIMITED*

WINTER GED COURSE INFORMATION 
January 7-March 27, 2019

Registration and first class will be held on Monday, Janu-
ary 7, 2019 at the SPRINGHILL LAKE Recreation Center, 

6101 Cherrywood Lane, Greenbelt, MD 20770 from  
10:00 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.

Students should bring pencil, pen, and a notebook. Students 
must be at least 16 years of age and have withdrawn from 
school in order to take the GED course.  They are also re-

quired to show proof of residency (i.e. current lease, phone or 
electric bill, driver’s license or Motor Vehicle I.D. card). 

Students are required to purchase a copy of the GED text-
book, calculator and test-taking materials for $45 (purchased 

from Greenbelt CARES). There is no registration fee for 
GREENBELT RESIDENTS. There is a $175 registration fee for 

Non-Greenbelt residents.
Call 301-345-6660 or email jhering@greenbeltmd.gov  

OFFICIAL NOTICE
In accordance with Section 3-305(b)(1) and (7) of the Gen-
eral Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of the Public 
General Laws of Maryland, a Closed Session of the Green-
belt City Council will be held on Wednesday, January 2, 
2019, at 8:00 p.m.  in the Library of the Municipal Building to: 
1) discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, pro-
motion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, res-
ignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employ-
ees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction; 
any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific 
individuals; and 2) to consult with legal counsel.

The purpose of this meeting will be: 1) Personnel matters 
-Public Works, Police, Recreation and Planning and Com-
munity Development; and 2) Consult with legal counsel-liti-
gation: Long, VKM, To God be the Glory/Booker/Ager/Wells/
Proctor Bankruptcy, Carson Bankruptcy, Booker Bankrupt-
cy; pending litigation-Maglev

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

GIVE BLOOD 
GIVE LIFE
Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

Nominations Sought
For Art Advocate 

Nominations are open for the 
Sue Hess Maryland Arts Advo-
cate of the Year Award. Every 
year, Maryland Citizens for the 
Arts honors a Marylander who 
has dedicated time and effort to 
building the arts community. The 
award is named for Sue Hess, 
who was the first chair of the 
board of trustees and the longest 
serving member of the orga-
nization.  Nominations for the 
statewide award are due by noon 
on Friday, January 11.  To learn 
more, go to mdarts.org/md-arts-
community/sue-hess-maryland-
arts-advocate-of-the-year-award.

Free Cancer Screening
At Doctors Hospital

Free Breast and Cervical Can-
cer Screenings, Professional Of-
fice Building, Suite 110. Women 
who reside in Prince George’s 
County may qualify if they have 
a photo ID, are ages 40 or older, 
are uninsured or underinsured or 
have a limited income. An ap-
pointment is required.

Free Colorectal Cancer Screen-
ing Program, North Building, 4th 
Floor. Colon or colorectal cancer 
is often preventable and curable. 
Prince George’s County residents 
may qualify for a no-cost colo-
noscopy if they are aged 50 or 
older, aged 50 or younger with 
a family history of colorectal 
cancer and uninsured or under-
insured. An appointment is re-
quired.

PARK from page 1
the good news that the agreement 
would be signed within the next 
day or two, the party could be 
moved from a private home to 
the park itself. The park would 
be the perfect Christmas present 
for the community.

Councilmember Judith Da-
vis asked if the area included 
features such as landscaping, 
beyond the turf that had been 
planted, and pet waste stations. 
Hruby confirmed that yes, those 
things had all been done. Davis 
and other councilmembers urged 
Weaver and other HOA repre-
sentatives present to work with 
Greenbelt Recreation to collabo-
rate on the ways in which the 
city could provide resources and 
support for future Greenbelt Sta-
tion events held in the new park.

http://mdarts.org/md-arts-community/sue-hess-maryland-arts-advocate-of-the-year-award.
http://mdarts.org/md-arts-community/sue-hess-maryland-arts-advocate-of-the-year-award.
http://mdarts.org/md-arts-community/sue-hess-maryland-arts-advocate-of-the-year-award.
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Doctors Community Health System is dedicated to helping you maintain and improve your health. Providing 
same-day appointments and accepting most insurance plans, our network of care has offices at convenient 
locations.

Doctors Community Practices at Bowie 
(Primary Care) 
4000 Mitchellville Road, Suites B216 and 422 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-262-0020 and 301-262-9872

Doctors Community Practices at Crofton 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
2191 Defense Highway, Suite 201 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
410-451-9091

Doctors Community Practices at District Heights 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
6400 Marlboro Pike 
District Heights, Maryland 20747 
301-736-7000

Doctors Community Practices at Laurel 
(Primary Care and Diabetes Care) 
13900 Baltimore Avenue 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 
301-725-5652

Doctors Community Practices at Riverdale 
(Primary Care, Family Medicine and Endocrinology) 
6502 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
301-927-0088

Doctors Community Practices at Temple Hills 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
5859 Allentown Way 
Temple Hills, Maryland 20728 
240-563-1026

Metropolitan Medical Specialists 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
8116 Good Luck Road, Suite 300 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
240-241-7474

Health and Wellness Center 
(Urgent Care Inside Safeway) 
4101 Northview Drive 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-383-2559

Comprehensive and High-Quality 

Health Care 
Right in Your Neighborhood

Schedule an appointment today.  Also, visit us at DCHweb.org.

We will also support your overall health goals by streamlining your access 
to additional Doctors Community Health System services: weight loss 
program, breast health, digestive disease care, orthopedic services, surgical 
services, vascular health, endocrinology services and many others.
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New at Greenbelt Makerspace

Home School Makers!  for 3-5th graders

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:30-11:30am (starts Jan. 8) 

make125.org/2018/11/home-school-makers

coordinated support for the displaced residents. The fire was so 
fierce and fast that even those residents who were home had no 
time to retrieve their possessions and many lost everything.

New Police Chief
Richard (Rick) Bowers was sworn in as Greenbelt’s new police 

chief on August 27. Tom Kemp had served as acting chief since 
the retirement in October 2016 of James Craze, who had been 
Greenbelt’s police chief since 1987.

Bowers has over 25 years of law enforcement experience, most 
recently in Takoma Park, where he worked his way up the ranks 
from sergeant to acting chief. He has a reputation for ethical be-
havior which he instills in his officers. Bowers is currently putting 
together strategies for hiring new police officers to fill some of the 
long-standing vacancies on Greenbelt’s police force.

ICE Policy
For years, it was assumed within city government that although 

Greenbelt had never designated itself as a Sanctuary City or for-
mally discussed establishing a policy on cooperation with Federal 
immigration agencies, there was nonetheless a shared understand-
ing regarding the acceptance and respect due to all residents of 
the city regardless of their citizenship or immigration status.  In 
fact, it had been discussed so much informally that some council-
members thought a policy had been incorporated into the Police 
Department’s General Orders.  With the onset of the current ad-
ministration in Washington and its greater interest in undocumented 
immigrants came a need for unequivocal understanding of policy 
and procedure for the police regarding response to requests from 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents to hold 
undocumented immigrants under ICE detainers. A worksession 
was held in July in which Interim Police Chief Thomas Kemp 
and Captain Gordon Pracht met with the city council to discuss 
the department’s policy.  The approach the city council wished to 
see adopted was the one already put into place by county district 
commanders and nearby municipalities, which was to take no 
action with regard to individuals who have only ICE detainers 
against them.  An ICE detainer in itself carries no implication of 
criminal behavior.  In making its choices, council reviewed mate-
rial from the Maryland State Attorney General giving guidance to 
municipalities regarding local enforcement of Federal immigration 
law.  None of this process was free from disagreement, sometimes 
heated, both among councilmembers and also from organizations 
and individuals who were not satisfied that city protections were 
going far enough.  The council vote was only 4-2 to support the 
Police Department policy (Order 365) as written. While there well 
may be future chapters to this story, the policy developed is now 
in force and available in English and Spanish on the Police Depart-
ment section of the city website at greenbeltmd.gov.

DACA Visit
In other Greenbelt related immigration news, in February, six 

Greenbelt families opened their homes to 25 marchers on the Jour-
ney to Stay Home march on their way to Washington. They were 
a group of DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) recipi-
ents who, along with immigration advocates and others marched 
from New York City to Washington to advocate for DACA in 
front of the Supreme Court on March 1. The Greenbelt stop was 
organized by a former Eleanor Roosevelt High School student who 
worked through a local cross-denominational group. The guests 
plus their hosts shared a meal at the New Deal Café.

School Board Election
In a hard-fought race, Lupi Grady, elected only four years 

previously in a race against board incumbent Peggy Higgins, was 
ousted from her school board seat by challenger Joshua Thomas.  
Grady ran on her experience with local 
schools as a parent of two students and 
her four years in office but her cam-
paign was apparently no match for the 
energy displayed by Thomas, who went 
door to door throughout the community 
and whose signs outnumbered Grady’s 
significantly.  

Thomas, who graduated from Eleanor 
Roosevelt High School, ran a campaign 
that stressed his experience of being a 
student in the county school system and 
his teaching experience in the Teach 
for America program. He stated that he 

 TOP STORIES continued from page 4

See TOP STORIES, page  8

Fire at Franklin Park destroys 11 apartments.
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ERHS Student Self-Portraits
On Display at BWI Airport

The Maryland Art Educa-
tion Association and Thur-
good Marshall Baltimore-
Washington International 
Airport partnered to present 
a juried youth exhibit in 
the Youth Art Gallery of 
BWI. The theme was The 
Many Faces of Maryland. 
A total of 24 portraits were 
hung in the show, including 
three Prince George’s Coun-
ty Public Schools student 
works selected from more 
than 130 submissions. Self-
portraits by Darius Foster, 
Victoria Lewis and Vivian 
Chan, all Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School students are in-
cluded in the show. A recep-
tion was held on December 
1 to honor these outstanding 
students.

Vivian Chan created 
this dreamscape self 
portait, one of three 
ERHS art works se-
lected for an exhibition 
in the gallery of BWI 
Airport.

Darius Foster of ERHS created this 
colorful and energetic portrait entitled 
Golden Afro.

Victoria Lewis's work, entitled Star Child, is 
on display at BWI Airport.

Photos courtesy of the 
ERHS Art Department

ERHS student artist Victoria 
Lewis

visit
www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Advertising: Camera-ready - 2 Column Spread x __” 

Greenbelt News Review issue of December 27, 2018

From: Greenbelt Homes, Inc. 

Maesha McNeill – 301-474-4161, Ext. 128, December 21, 2018

 

PRELIMINARY AGENDA
GHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thursday, January 3, 2019
GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
 

 
    
    

 

   

           
   
            
      

       
       

 

A. GHI Special Open Session Meeting – begins at 7.00 p.m.

• Approve Motion to hold an Executive Session Meeting on 
January 3, 2019

B. GDC Executive Session – begins after the GHI Special Open 
Session meeting adjourns

• Approve Minutes of Executive Session Meeting held on 
October 18, 2018

• Approve Minutes of Executive Session Meeting held on 
November 1, 2018

• Approve Minutes of Executive Session Meeting held on 
November 15, 2018

C. GHI Executive Session – begins after the GDC Executive 
Session meeting adjourns

• Approve Minutes of Executive Session Meeting held on 
December 6, 2018

• Member Financial Matters
• 2019 Contract for Exterior Repairs to Masonry Units -1st 

Reading

D. GDC Open Session – begins at 7.45 p.m.

• Approve Minutes of Open Session Meeting held on November 
1, 2018

• Approve Minutes of Open Session Meeting held on November 
15, 2018

• Review Strategic Action Plan and Decide on Priorities for 
Remainder of Board Year

• Item of Information: Status of Leases at Parkway Apartments

E. GHI Open Session Meeting – begins after the GDC Open Session 
meeting adjourns

• Approve Minutes of Special Open Session Meeting held on 
December 6, 2018

• Approve Minutes of Regular Open Session Meeting held on 
December 6, 2018

• Proposed Purchase of a Vehicle for the Maintenance 
Department – 2nd Reading

• Request for Exception to GHI Rule IX.B.3 to Install Proposed 
Shed at 45-E Ridge Rd.

• Request for Exception to GHI Rule IX.C.4 to Install Proposed 
Shed at 12-K Plateau Place 

• DMA Inc. Revisions to the Replacement Reserves Report for 
Frame Homes

• Review Strategic Action Plan and Decide on Priorities for 
Remainder of Board Year

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To request a sign language interpreter for a board meeting,  
go to http://www.ghi.coop/content/interpreter-request-form, 
or go to the GHI Office (One Hamilton Place) or contact us 
by phone (301-474-4161) or fax (301-474-4006). 

Regular Board meetings are open to Members 
For more information, visit our website: www.ghi.coop 

 

knew firsthand how hard it was to teach in an underfunded school 
and that he felt qualified to be a voice for teachers and students.

Greenbelt Station Trails
Completion and frustration marked efforts to construct trails 

to connect the new Greenbelt Station South Core community to 
other parts of Greenbelt.  In January, the Greenbelt City Council 
accepted the new Indian Creek Stream Valley Trail for city mainte-
nance.  The trail connects this development to Cherrywood Lane at 
Beltway Plaza with an asphalt path and a crossing of Indian Creek 
with a wooden bridge.  

However, construction of a needed-now temporary trail to con-
nect the new homes to the Metro Station remains uncertain.  In 
April, council was told of all the unresolved issues, including in-
adequate funding.  Subsequently, council budgeted $500,000 addi-
tional funds.  In November, council learned that another $900,000 
would be needed, based upon rough estimates, as design work had 
yet to begin, in large part due to extensive construction require-
ments of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority for 
work on the station property.  Council was also told that it would 
take almost two years just to get the 15 permits required.

News Review News 
The News Review experienced an editorial change this year. 

As 2018 began, Mary Lou Williamson expressed her desire to re-
tire from the editorship of the 
newspaper, a position she had 
held for almost 50 years. The 
shock waves were palpable. As 
best it could, the newspaper’s 
board put together a list of 
attributes desired and set off 
in pursuit of a candidate.  To 
everybody’s delight, the search 
committee received several 
excellent applications and all 
would have made an excel-
lent choice. One candidate, 
however, stood out by virtue 
of background, writing skills, 
availability and overall ap-
proach to the job.

Editor Gary 
Childs, a re-
t i red foreign 
serv ice  off i -
cer at the U.S. 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of State, was 
se lec ted  and 
began his du-
ties shadowing 
Williamson in 
February. Over 
t h e  s e v e r a l 
months since, 
the board has 
become even 
more confident 
that the right 
c h o i c e  w a s 
made.  Childs 
h a s  s h o w n 
himself to be 
a n  a b l e  a n d 
(unsurprisingly) 

diplomatic leader, able to move the paper into some uncharted ter-
ritory (a sports page and some articles translated into Spanish) as 
well as maintaining the standards to which the paper has always 
adhered of fairness, local interest and community service. Although 
he regrets that the newspaper eschews the Oxford comma, so dear 
to the heart of the federal government, he has espoused not only 
the traditions of the paper but has joined enthusiastically in the 
gradual modernization that has been in process now for several 
years.  

As for Williamson, as she has for decades, she appears at the 
office on Tuesday evenings to continue to place her stamp on the 
upcoming issue and coach the editorial staff on the characteristic 
style of the News Review.  

Williamson dedicated her retirement event to the pursuit of a 
new goal – the archiving of the News Review’s back issues.  The 
new archive, which will be ingested into the Library of Congress 
and Internet Archive, adheres to modern standards that will allow 
the issues from 1937 through 2002 to be almost as searchable 
as later issues ‘born digital’ as PDFs.  The retirement event suc-
cessfully raised over $12,000 towards this goal.  As a result, the 
Greenbelt Archive Project opened its doors in September and is 
moving steadily towards its goal of digitizing over 60 years of 
newspapers.

Dem Champion Raider Boyz
Dem Raider Boyz Step Squad entered this year’s May national 

championship competition as national champs in 2014, 2016 and 
2017. This year, they earned the title again, their fourth year as 
national champions.  With four wins, Dem Raider Boyz currently 

 TOP STORIES continued from page 7

Mary Lou Williamson holds the 
presentation book from the News 
Review staff, with Sandra Lange 
looking on.
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See TOP STORIES, page  11

Mary Lou Williamson with family members 
Front from left: Brant Jolly,  Alex Jolly, Mary 
Lou Williamson, Tolu Kolade, Sophia Kean
Back from left: Meredith Jolly, Carolyn Jolly, 
Foluke Kolade, Kayode Kolade, Til Jolly and 
Katie Jolly
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New ERHS Parking Lot System
Redirects Storm Water Runoff

This fall, Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School’s parking lot had a 
Micro Bioretention Device added 
to help stop water pollution from 
runoff which carries nitrogen, 
phosphorus and trash. The runoff 
from rainwater and snow melt 
used to flow into the Chesa-
peake Bay. Now the pollutants 
are slowed by systems like that at 
the high school, which sends the 
water through a filter bed mixture 
of sand, soil and organic matter.

Construction of a filtration sys-
tem at ERHS will help keep pol-
lutants out of the storm water 
systems. 

The high school's completed 
landscape to help prevent water 
pollution

Photos by Steve Bucca

At the New Deal Café
Thursday, December 27 will 

feature Snakehead Run from 7:30 
to 9:30 p.m. This band special-
izes in authentic blues jug and 
string band music that you might 
have heard on a street corner or 
juke joint in New Orleans, Mem-
phis, or Louisville early in the 
last century.

Friday, December 28 from 
2:30 to 4 p.m. come for the "Mu-
sic Maker" Jam Session. Bring 
your instruments, your voice, and 
your passion for making music 
together in a casual/informal 
and supportive atmosphere.  All 
ages and experiences welcome to 
participate. From 8:30 to 11:30 
p.m., Fast Eddie and the Slow 
Pokes will perform their blend of 
Chicago, West Coast, Swing and 
Jump Blues peppered with Soul.

Saturday, December 29 will 
feature Moose Jaw from 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m. This 5 piece bluegrass 
cooperative hailing from the fog-
gy hollers of the DC metropolitan 
area combines hard-hitting origi-
nals, eclectic covers, and driven 
bluegrass favorites to create a 
unique and energetic sound.

Sunday, December 30, come 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the 
Weekly Deaf Group Brunch 
Meeting. Deaf and hearing people 
socialize together using sign lan-
guage. Newcomers welcome! In 
the evening, Cadillac Jump Blues 
Band will play from 7 to 9 p.m. 
They perform a variety of Blues 
styles, from the down home and 
raw Blues of postwar Chicago, to 
lively, up-tempo Swing and Jump 
Blues.

The New Deal Café will be 
closed Monday, December 31 and 
Tuesday, January 1 for the New 
Year's Holiday.

On Wednesday, January 2, 
InToneNation will present clas-
s i c  a n d 
roots rock 
from 8:30 
to 11:30 
p.m.
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

 

Assault
December 12, 2:25 p.m., 9100 

block Springhill Lane. A 9-year-
old Greenbelt youth was arrested 
for assault after he allegedly 
choked another youth. He was re-
leased to a parent pending action 
by the Juvenile Justice System.

December 13, 3:47 p.m., 5800 
block Cherrywood Lane. A wom-
an on a school bus observed 
several youngsters no longer on 
the bus getting ready to fight. 
She got off the bus and attempted 
to break up the group, which 
then left the area. As the woman 
walked away, she was punched 
from behind by one in the group, 
who then fled on foot. She is 
described as being black, with 
hair in a shoulder-length bush, 
wearing a pink sweater and blue 
jeans.

December 17, 4 p.m., Ke-
nilworth Avenue near Greenbelt 
Road. A gold 4-door vehicle, 
possibly a Nissan Maxima bear-
ing Md. tags, pulled alongside a 
school bus and pointed a silver 
handgun into the air. He then fled 
east on Greenbelt Road.

December 17, 5:25 p.m., 6000 
block Greenbelt Road. A 38-year-
old nonresident was arrested and 
charged with second degree as-
sault and trespass after he refused 
to leave Beltway Plaza after hav-
ing been told to do so by agents 
of the property. He then assaulted 
an officer and was arrested and 
transported to the Department of 
Corrections for a hearing before a 
district court commissioner.

Unattended Child
December 18, 5:18 p.m., 7500 

block Greenbelt Road. A 40-year-
old nonresident woman was ar-
rested and charged with unat-
tended child after she allegedly 
left a 1-year-old child alone in a 
vehicle with another child who 
was too young to care for the 
1-year-old. She was released on 
citation pending trial.

DWI/DUI
December 12, 11:25 p.m., 

100 block Greenhill Road. A 
32-year-old resident was arrested 
and charged with driving while 
impaired by alcohol and other 
traffic-related charges during in-
vestigation of a traffic accident. 
He was released on citations 
pending trial.

Theft
December 12, 4 p.m., 7200 

block South Ora Court. A parcel 
package was taken from the front 
stoop of a residence.

December 12, 6:50 p.m., 7700 
block Hanover Parkway. A parcel 
package was taken from the front 
stoop of a residence. Video sur-
veillance showed two boys, ap-
proximately 15 years in age, one 
wearing a black hooded sweat-
shirt, black pants with white 
designs on the knees and black 
shoes, and the other youth with 
black pants, a red hooded sweat-
shirt, gray bubble-type jacket and 
white shoes.

December 16, 2:35 p.m., 7400 
block Greenbelt Road. An unat-
tended purse was taken at Ross 
Dress for Less. A credit card in 
the purse was later used to make 
unauthorized purchases. 

Burglary
December 16, 1:05 p.m., 5900 

block Cherrywood Terrace. A 
deadbolt was damaged in an at-
tempt to force entry into a resi-
dence. It was not gained.

December 17, 2 p.m., 6100 
block Springhill Terrace. A video 
console power cord was taken 
from a residence after the bed-
room window was broken out.

December 18, 9:40 a.m., 6000 
block Greenbelt Road. A door at 
ID Communications was forced 
open and money was removed 
from a cash register.

Vandalism
December 17, 9:40 a.m., 6200 

block Greenbelt Road. A man-
ager at Capital One reported 
that a man entered the bank and 
demanded to see someone regard-
ing his account. He became irate, 
threw a bank-owned notebook 
computer to the ground and then 
fled. The computer was broken.

Rogue and Vagabond
December 14, 6200 block 

Springhill Drive. Two 21-year-
old nonresidents were arrested 
and charged with rogue and vaga-
bond and theft after one of them 
was observed rifling through a 
parked vehicle as the other stood 
nearby. Both attempted to flee but 
were detained by officers. Both 
suspects were transported to the 
Department of Corrections for 
a hearing before a district court 
commissioner.

Vehicle Crime
Tires and rims were taken 

from one vehicle each in the 
8400 block Canning Terrace, 
5900 block Cherrywood Terrace 
and 6100 block Springhill Court.

Vandalism was reported in the 
5900 block Cherrywood Lane, 
where a foreign substance was 
poured into the gas tank of a 
vehicle.

up the moisture, and rains.  
In 1975, Kalnay’s advi-

sor Jule Charney described 
the feedback loop that 
leads to desertification; 
overgrazing of vegetation 
in the Sahel creates pale 
soil. Light colored soil 
reflects the sunlight back 
up without heating up the 
ground. There is less heat 
released into the air. Air 
is no longer driven up to 
higher levels of the atmo-
sphere, which no longer 
gives up moisture. Less 
precipitation means the 
remaining vegetation is 
further reduced and the 
whole process increases (a 
positive feedback) leading 
to drought.

The roughness, or fric-
tion, of the ground is also 
important in the move-
ment of the air and is part 
of another feedback loop, 
which was described in 
1985 by Y.C. Sud. This is 
where Kalnay came in. “About 
10 years ago, I had the idea that 
this feedback would work in the 
opposite direction in the presence 
of the large arrays of solar panels 
and wind turbines, and thus in-
crease the precipitation,” she said.

Kalnay’s idea is that dark so-
lar panels would act as dark soil 
and heat the air, and the wind 
farm would help create friction 
and move the warm air up. 

The idea sounded good but 
she needed someone to build a 
complex computer model. She 
had worked with University of 
Maryland postdoctoral researcher 
Yan Li, but she didn’t know if he 
would be interested. 

She explained a little bit at 
a time as they went from Col-
lege Park back to Greenbelt. “I 
would ride home on the same 
bus he was on,” she said. “I took 
several days to discuss it with 
him.” 

When Li signed on, they in-
vited several other experts to 
collaborate and started designing 
the model. They looked at the 
interactions of the wind, the sun, 
the change in the ground cover 
and resulting changes to the local 
ecosystems.

Results 
Their paper, titled “Climate 

model shows large-scale wind 
and solar farms in the Sahara in-

crease rain and vegetation,” pro-
poses a system that would solve 
the world’s energy needs. In the 
model, the Saharan desert array 
of solar and wind turbines would 
be on a swath of land almost as 
large as the continental United 
States. The energy production 
would be four times the current 
total world usage.

Equally thrilling was the fact 
that the array would help stop 
desertification. 

“Our model results show that 
large-scale solar and wind farms 
in the Sahara would more than 
double the precipitation in the 
Sahara,” said Li.  

Kalnay acknowledges that 
double of very little rainfall is 
still very little. However, the 
southern edge of the Sahara, the 
region known as the Sahel, would 
get more rain. The Sahel had 
once been wetter but has been 
in a drought for decades. Kalnay 
said the model indicates that 
“the rain would increase by three 
times as much as the drought has 
decreased it.” And, according to 
the computer model they used, 
the increase would come within 
about five years of the project’s 
completion. 

When the study came out in 
September, Kalnay fielded ques-
tions about whether this project 
was science fiction. She answered 
that it would only be science 

fiction if the technology didn’t 
already exist. But the systems 
needed are already out there and 
do work. 

Co-author Jorge Rivas, a po-
litical scientist, explained that 
solar and wind power projects in 
Africa and the Middle East are 
already being built. “This renew-
able electricity could be transport-
ed to regions a few thousand ki-
lometers away, and long-distance 
transmission lines have already 
existed in Africa and elsewhere 
for decades.”

Their paper was listed as one 
of the top 100 science papers of 
the year, according to Altmetric, a 
data science company that created 
this list starting in 2013.

For Kalnay, having others see 
that the idea is not simply a fan-
tasy is thrilling. And she hopes 
it gives people a direction for 
their work to save the planet.  
“We can stop the source of cli-
mate change,” she said. “And we 
can provide more resources for 
people in the poorest region in 
the world. The World Bank and 
the Bank of Africa are both very 
interested and the World Bank 
invited us to give a talk about 
our paper.”

The abs t rac t  for  the  ar-
ticle in Science can be seen 
a t :  sc ience.sciencemag.org/ 
content/361/6406/1019

MODEL continued from page 1

With an array of solar panels and wind turbines, the computer predicted 
that the Sahara would get more rain.
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What's on this week? 
Visit the

Greenbelt Community Calendar

greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar/

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
http://science.sciencemag.org/
http://greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar/
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-441-1246

Law Offices of David R. Cross
Located in Roosevelt Center

115 Centerway
301-474-5705

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

Pet Care 
Services

 Long Work Days? 
Travel Plans? 

Mid-Day Dog Walking • Cat Care 
• and more.

301-260-(TAIL) 8245
info@maestrostail.com

www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $9.80 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($14.70).  
Deadline 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-
ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

Richard Cantwell/Broker: 410-790-5099
Frances Fendlay: 240-481-3851
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749
Valerie Pierce: 301-802-4336

Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233
Christina Doss:410-365-6769
Sean Rooney: 410-507-3337

7829 BELLE POINT DRIVE, GREENBELT, MD 20770 301-441-1071

From all of us here at Town Center Realty,
we hope you had a wonderfull Christmas

and wish you a great New Year!

Kellaher Maintenance 
Engineering

301-318-5472

Fall Yard Cleaning, Leaf 
removal, Mulching and 

Stump Grinding

Happy Holidays!!! 
FOR SALE 

11F Hillside Rd 2BR, 1BA Frame Interior 
 PICS Online!!!!  7R Research RD 2BR, 1BA 

LARGE FRAME w/ 2 STORY ADDITION! 
 

****  Buyers Seeking  **** 
Greenbelt Detached Home or Large Coop Unit 

 
Set up an appointment to find out the value of 

your home today!   
 

 
Sarah V. Liska  
Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
sarah@freedomrealtymd.com  
www.freedomrealtymd.com 
Serving Greenbelt since 2001 

Happy Holidays!!! 
FOR SALE 

11F Hillside Rd 2BR, 1BA Frame Interior 
 PICS Online!!!!  7R Research RD 2BR, 1BA 

LARGE FRAME w/ 2 STORY ADDITION! 
 

****  Buyers Seeking  **** 
Greenbelt Detached Home or Large Coop Unit 

 
Set up an appointment to find out the value of 

your home today!   
 

 
Sarah V. Liska  
Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
sarah@freedomrealtymd.com  
www.freedomrealtymd.com 
Serving Greenbelt since 2001 

HELP WANTED

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to  
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST & NAIL TECH.  If you have 
a good following and remain employed 
with me for the term of one year, I will 
pay a $1,000 bonus at the end of the 
first year.  Dominick’s in Greenbelt.  
301-980-9200.

ADMINISTRATIVE/BOOKKEEP-
ING WORK – PT or FT, Lanham/
Greenbelt area.  Please call 301-538-
5911.

MERCHANDISE

FIREWOOD SALE– Pick up or de-
livery.  Any size load available.  301-
332-5209.

NOTICES

LAWN & ORDER THANKS those 
members of the Greenbelt Community 
that demonstrated uncommon wisdom 
and good taste by employing Lawn & 
Order over the past wet and wild year.  
As our weather patterns become more 
intense, Lawn & Order will strive even 
harder to justify the faith the Greenbelt 
Community has placed in Lawn & 
Order services.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, wireless computer, 
anti-virus, tuneup, firewall, etc. 240-
601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

TO CELEBRATE ANOTHER SUC-
CESSFUL YEAR in serving the Green-
belt Community, Lawn & Order is 
discounting leaf removal and yard clean 
up services through the end of the year.  
Call Dennis, 240-264-7638.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reasonable 
rates!  References available.  Patti, 
301-910-0050.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE EN-
GINEERING, LLC – Plumbing, elec-
trical, painting, drywall, landscape 
design, flower beds, bucket truck 
services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & top 
soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.com. 
301-318-5472. Insured.  Visa, Master-
Card, Discover.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering.  Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials and waxing.  301-345-1849.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies/
slides to DVD. 301-809-0988, C 703-
216-7293.

BUYING JUNK from basements, 
garages, attics, self-storage.  Robert, 
240-515-4700.

GREENBELT YARDMAN – Beautify 
and maintain yards.  240-605-0985.

PAINTING SERVICES –Interior/
exterior painting; drywall; repairs. In-
cluding sheds, fences, decks, additions. 
Please call 240-461-9056.  

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete cleanout, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

SNOW REMOVAL – Need help keep-
ing walks & driveway clear?  240-
605-0985.

HANDYMAN, carpentry, painting, 
drywall, roof repairs, ceramic tile.  
240-460-5485.

mailto:info@maestrostail.com
http://www.MaestrosTailPetCare.com
http://www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com
mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
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

















  
    


   
    
     

    

    

 
     
   

    
      
     

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
   
     

    
     


   
      
     

   
     


    
      


   
    


  

    

    
    


   

     

    
  
     

     

    

     
 
    

     
       



     
  
      
     



   

    



 






















The Bus
Seniors and Customers with 

Disabilities RIDE FREE

was officially aghast.  Out of the 
approximately 4,500 files that 
should be included in the search, 
approximately 4,419 are PDFs. 
The website was searching only a 
few non-PDF files that contained 
the list of newspaper dates – one 
file for each year of publication.  
Of course, had it been clear that 
the PDFs weren’t included, the 
package wouldn’t have been con-
sidered in the first place.  Adding 
the capability to search PDFs was 
triple the cost of the more mun-
dane version.

Happily, the vendor was help-
ful and turned the search back 
on without additional charges.  
Unlike many more volatile sites, 
GreenbeltNewsReview.com needs 
only the very newest file to be 
searched because the back issues 
don’t change.  The website, once  
indexed, doesn’t soak up too 
many CPU cycles.

3.  Hacked
Shortly afterwards, the site 

was hacked. As hacks go, it was 
pretty harmless and as there is no 
personal information or account-
ing information, the concern was 
that clicking on the links appear-
ing on the site might result in 
troubles to the public. To avert 
this, the News Review engaged 
a vendor of website security to 
clean up the site and implement 
a plug-in to monitor the site. An-
other huge sigh of relief.  Busi-
ness as usual.

4. Missing
Fast forward a few days to the 

issue of December 20.  With no 
apparent warning, the site went 
down on Wednesday, December 
19 – the worse possible day with 
a new issue looming.  Unavail-
able.  Gone.  Error 503.  Not 
only was the site itself out of 
action, the WordPress access to 
it was unreachable so no correc-
tions could be made.  Catch 22. 
The obvious first approach was 
the possibility of a problem with 
the hosting site, which is where 
all the action takes place.  The 
first clue this was correct was 
when the hosting provider denied 
any knowledge of the News Re-
view.  After some arm-twisting, a 
Chat Person agreed that actually, 
yes, they did host the site.  It 
transpired that the hosting pro-
vider had been sternly rebuking 
the News Review for some time 
about its over-use of CPU – but 
the messages had all gone to the 
billing account email address and 
not to those who agonize over 
such things.  It is certainly true 
that invoking the nuclear option 
brought attention to bear on the 
problem though, alas, the host-
ing provider didn’t immediately 
warm to the technical types be-
cause they didn’t have the busi-
ness account credentials. Working 
through that took another several 
hours and delayed resolution sub-
stantially. To its credit, however, 
the hosting provider (hearing the 
tale of woe and believing the 
paper’s fervent pledges to be re-
formed characters going forward) 
let the News Review back into its 
site.  Whereupon, steps were in-
deed immediately taken to reduce 
the load on the CPU.  

The Truth
It seems pretty certain that the 

overuse of the CPU was caused 
by the malware scanner chewing 
through a complete duplicate set 
of files that had arrived (inad-
vertently) early in the summer 
during the installation of the 
new search engine.  Making it 
worse, the malware scanner was 
still running when indexing was 
restarted for the lapsed search 

engine – so both heavy hitters 
were going on at once.  The CPU 
went through the roof and the 
rest is history.

The Way Forward
A file purge will shortly be 

underway to create a leaner site 
and everybody concerned has 
learned a thing or two from the 
experience – however unwel-
come.  Meanwhile the site is be-
ing monitored and should remain 
up and running.  

Grateful thanks to Tom Jones 
who figured most of it out and 
to Beth Tindall who responded 
promptly to offer her expertise 
and assistance as a result of our 
plea to the Greenbelt Community.  
Kudos also to the vendors who, 
when it came down to the wire, 
helped the newspaper restore 
sanity.

GreenbeltNewsReview is 
now up and running with full 
functionality and will hope-
fully remain so even while we 
are working to revamp it to be 
more robust and less profligate 
of resources. If you are still 
receiving messages that the site 
has malware, try clearing your 
cache before retrying – some-
times the malware detectors 
don’t update.  

No personal information is 
requested with the exception of 
contact information for ads and 
volunteering.  As with any site, 
use caution in following links. 

If you see a link advertis-
ing apparel or any kind of 
merchandise on the site it-
self, it isn’t the News Review 
– let the newspaper know 
what you found at editor@ 
greenbeltnewsreview.com (a 
copy of the page makes rogue 
content easier to find).

Ads in the newspapers 
themselves may contain links 
relating to the product adver-
tised.  Stories featured on the 
web may also contain links 
that relate to story content.  If 
in doubt, don’t click.  

WILD RIDE continued from page 1

hold the record for most national titles and are the only team to 
win three years consecutively. Their coach Richard Melvern, also 
an alumnus of ERHS, was named the 2018 National Coach of the 
Year. This has been a benchmark year for Dem Raider Boyz, as 
they were also selected to be contestants on NBC’s hit TV show 
World of Dance.

Boxwood Village Water Project
January saw the resolution of a complicated proposal by the 

Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission to replace water mains 
leading from the water storage tank on Ridge Road, in order to 
provide reliable water service to the city, reduce water turn-offs in 
Boxwood Village and eliminate water line easements through some 
Boxwood Village lots. A new main on a partially-dedicated portion 
of Ridge Road was tunneled to preserve trees while staying within 
existing right-of-way. With city permit in hand, construction took 
place in summer.

Restaurant News
Dining options diversified in 2018 for Greenbelters and others 

coming to the Roosevelt Center to see a movie, listen to music 
or shop. At the New Deal Café the menu shifted to vegan when 
Michael and Leah Moon took charge of the kitchen in July. The 
Moons, who also run DC Vegan Catering, serve plant-based, Italian 
American cuisine that can satisfy any palate. 

In October, Greenbelters welcomed back Karim Kmaiha and 
Maria Almeida, who operated the New Deal kitchen between 2008 
and 2016. Their new restaurant, Cedars of Lebanon, opened in the 
space formerly occupied by Curves (and Bank of America before 
that). The restaurant serves the Middle Eastern dishes that past 
customers enjoyed plus some new ones as well. A lottery win in 
October 2016 gave the couple a jump start on developing the new 
restaurant.

 TOP STORIES continued from page 8
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Greenbelt Station Celebrates
Holidays in Its New Park

by Kristen Weaver

The Greenbelt Station neigh-
borhood was thrilled to be able 
to use their central park for its 
first official event, a holiday 
party on Saturday, December 
15, organized by the Activities 
Committee of the homeowners 
association. About 130 Green-
belt Station residents braved the 
rainy weather to celebrate the 
holidays in a heated and (reason-
ably) dry tent, the biggest turnout 

for a neighborhood event in the 
neighborhood’s history. In addi-
tion to food, conversation and 
general camaraderie, there was a 
raffle for gift cards (always use-
ful this time of year), a holiday 
sweater contest and a collection 
of coats and cold weather gear to 
be donated to a local elementary 
school. Greenbelt Recreation also 
provided a city information table, 
helpful for the many newcomers 
in the neighborhood.

The tent gets set up despite the rain for the neighborhood's first 
official use of the park.

Neighbors enjoy food, music and conversation in the warm, dry 
confines of the tent.

Mayor 
Emmett Jor-
d a n  ( t h i r d 
from left) en-
joys the cel-
ebration with 
residents. 
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FOP Lodge #32 Sponsors
2018 Shop with a Cop

by Sue Krofchik

Everyone was a kid, or at 
least a kid at heart, on Saturday, 
December 22, at Target in Belt-
way Plaza. This long-awaited 
day brought the 12th annual Shop 
with a Cop event, conducted by 
the Greenbelt Fraternal Order 
of Police Lodge #32, with sup-
port from the Platinum Rollers 
Motorcycle Club and donations 
from corporate sponsors and the 
community.

“Our purpose today is to (help 
the children) get presents for 
family and then for themselves,” 
said Sgt. Scott Kaiser, program 
coordinator. Kids were fitted with 
antlers and, together with their 
red shopping carts and cops, were 
off to shop. Children were select-
ed to participate in Shop with a 
Cop based on family needs. Each 
of the 25 children was allotted a 
budget of $200.

Brian was partnered with dis-
patcher Jessica Houle, who has 
17 years with the police depart-
ment. She has participated in 
this program so many times she 
can’t remember the exact number. 
Speaking of being exact, Brian 
knew exactly what he wanted and 
made a beeline to the baby items 
section to get milk bottles for 
his mom and 3-month-old sister, 
Angel Gabriel. He also got her 
a stroller-toy baby. Brother Jose 
will find a Beyblade* with his 
name on it under the tree.

Genesis and her Platinum 
Roller partner picked up a purse 
for her mom and candy canes 
to put on their tree. Kaylen and 
Capt. Gordon Pracht were seen 
heading to toys. Yeysi and dis-
patcher Madison Mitchell spent 
time in outerwear, looking for 
just the right hat and gloves for 
dad. Chief Richard Bowers was 
in charge of pushing the cart for 
Joshua, who picked out pajamas 
for dad and cosmetics for mom. 
He got an X-box and Twister as 
family gifts. 

When Christian was asked 
how he was doing he said, “It’s 
good to get things for your fam-
ily to spend time with you and 

be happy.” He 
was getting gifts 
for his brother, 
sisters and niec-
es. His partner, 
M P O  I r e l i s s e 
Fernandez, also 
described Shop 
with a Cop as 
good for both 
c h i l d r e n  a n d 
adults.

A l l  p o l i c e 
department par-
ticipants volun-
teer their time 
for Shop with a 
Cop, and come 
from all levels, 

from the Police Explorer Program 
to civilians and sworn officers to 
the chief.

After a few hours 
of shopping, the next 
task was lunch and 
gift wrapping. All 
headed to the Green-
belt Firehouse, driven 
there in police cruis-
ers. Lunch featured 
Chick-fil-A platters 
of chicken and Three 
Brothers pizza and 
wings.

Target Corporation 
is a long-time par-
ticipant in the Shop 
with a Cop program 
and this year District 
Manager Jason Ra-
mey and District Pro-

Greenbelt Rec-
reation had a 
table to share 
in format ion 
with residents.
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PFC Matt Schurg and his young shopper watch 
their purchases being totaled.

MPO Irelisse Fernandez, and a program participant are ready to 
start shopping.

Officer Yomayra Rodriguez and three young shoppers stop to 
pose for a photo.

Officer Michael Thomas helps patrol the aisles, 
on the lookout for the perfect gift.

tection Asset Business Partner 
Angela Coger were present and 
pleased with the number of chil-
dren that could be accommodated 
by the Greenbelt Target.

Other sponsors who made this 
event possible include Mission 
BBQ, Franklin Park apartments 
and the Greenbelt Fire Depart-
ment.

*Beyblade is a line of spin-
ning top toys originally devel-
oped and manufactured by Takara 
Tomy, first released in Japan in 
July 1999. The main premise of 
the series is that the Beyblade 
(sometimes shortened to “Bey” 
or “Blade”) is customizable, with 
interchangeable parts and can be 
used to battle other beyblades.

Photos courtesy of Greenbelt 
Police Department


