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Hanukkah!

See PLAZA, page  11

See CRAFT FAIR,  page  7

See COUNCIL, page  8

What Goes On
Monday, December 10
8 p.m., City Council Meeting, 
Municipal Building
Wednesday, December 12
8 p.m., Council Worksession, 
Citywide Fiber Network; City 
Manager Update

Holiday Events
Saturday, December 8
10 a.m. to Noon, Santa’s Vis-
it, Pre-k plus,  Youth Center
1 to 3 p.m., Elves Workshop, 
Ages 6 to 12, Youth Center 
(there is a fee)
Sunday, December 9
3 p.m., Greenbelt Concert 
Band, Community Center
Tuesday, December 11 to 
Thursday, December 13
6 to 7:30 p.m., North Pole 
Calling, ages Pre-school – 2nd 
Grade, Free. See city ad on 
page 5 for details

Corita Waters and her mother, Elaine Jones, enjoy the tree lighting.
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Ornaments brighten the Community Center gym during the Art 
and Craft Fair
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Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

Greenbelt community mem-
bers gathered at Roosevelt Center 
on a wintry Friday evening, No-
vember 30, to watch Greenbelt’s 
annual Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony. This year marks the 
80th anniversary of this popular 
holiday tradition. 

To commemorate the occasion, 
the recreation department decided 
to hand out something unique to 
attendees to make the experience 
as authentic as possible. “We 
went back to what they did that 
first year,” said Greg Varda, as-
sistant director of recreation pro-
grams. “They gave out oranges 
instead of candy canes because 
80 years ago it was really special 
to get a piece of fruit.”  

City departments, Roosevelt 
Center merchants and volunteer 
organizations collaborated to 
make the tree lighting event pos-
sible, said performing arts coordi-
nator Chris Cherry.  

2018 Tree Lighting Ceremony
Celebrates 80th Anniversary

by Camila Velloso 

In keeping with tradition, 
the evening featured a musical 
performance by the Greenbelt 
Concert Band’s brass choir, a 
visit from Santa who arrived 

in a firetruck provided by the 
Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and a free movie showing 

On November 14, the Green-
belt City Council met with Marc 
“Kap” Kapastin, general counsel 
for Quantum Companies which is 
the owner of Beltway Plaza, and 
representatives of the team work-
ing with him to revise a Concep-
tual Site Plan (CSP) for the rede-
velopment of the shopping center.  
The CSP has languished in the 
offices of the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning Com-
mission (M-NCPPC) since 2006.  

At that time, the proposal 

Cautious Optimism Prevails 
For Redo of Beltway Plaza

by Kathleen Gallagher 

went before the County Planning 
Board with no support from the 
City of Greenbelt and a public 
hearing ended in a tie vote.  At 
the recent worksession, however, 
it appeared that a decade may 
have made a difference to the 
potential for redeveloping the 
site in a way that would benefit 
not only the owners but the city 
as a whole.

Attending with Kapastin were 
Alex Villegas and Matthew Leak-
an of Rodgers Consulting, Inc. 

and Matthew Tedesco, the at-
torney for the project, who is 
with McNamee Hosea.  A builder 
for the project has not yet been 
selected.

The audience comprised about 
20 people.  Among them were 
members of the city’s Advisory 
Planning Board and GreenAC-
ES, which had reviewed and  

Este artículo está disponible 
en español en nuestra página 
web www.greenbeltnewsreview.
com.

What are the most impor-
tant issues the City of Greenbelt 
would want its county and state 
representatives to press for in 
2019 legislative sessions? Out 
of 20 or more important issues, 
what would council select as 
the top five? Council considered 
this question at its November 26 
regular meeting.

Assistant City Manager David 
Moran discussed with council 
preparations for the annual leg-
islative dinner, scheduled for De-
cember 17. The legislative dinner 
is an event at which Greenbelt’s 
council and city officials meet 

Council Discusses Greenbelt
Legislative Agenda for 2019

by Gary Childs 

Freezing rain and dismal 
weather throughout the weekend 
didn’t deter Greenbelters from 
coming together to attend the 
47th annual Festival of Lights 
Juried Art and Craft Fair this past 
Saturday and Sunday. This year, 
the Greenbelt Community Center 
showcased the work of 75 skilled 
artists, craftsmen and filmmakers 
from the area, more than one-
third of whom were first-timers 
at the event. All entries were se-
lected in September by a rigorous 
jury review process.

The festival provided oppor-
tunity for local artists to put a 
wide assortment of creations on 
display, from custom leather wal-
lets to natural beeswax candles, 
from Purple Kiln’s glass sculp-
tures to Charlene Clark’s still-life 
paintings of vintage everyday 
objects. Among the works Clark 
displayed at the festival were 
Fan - Turquoise Zero and Royal 
Typos, depicting an electric fan 
and a typewriter, respectively – 
the latter of which she sold.

Others found ways to turn old 
forms of expression into new, 
such as Martina Sestakova, who 
designs fabrics out of photo-
graphs and paintings.

“I teach a lot of art classes 
in the area, and one of them [is] 
about how to use 3D fabric paint 
to create a mandala,” said Sesta-
kova. “I [also] take photos and 
create patterns out of them, and 
I’ve used other people’s photos 
to design the patterns.”

Many of the vendors at the 
Festival welcomed the opportu-
nity to display their wares to a 
wider audience. Karen Arrington, 
operator of Friday Night Potters, 
was one of them.

“All of us here, we all have 
other jobs,” said Arrington. “It’s 
really hard to become a full-time 
potter. It’s a lot of work, so a lot 
of us are just doing it as a hobby. 
Most potters who are like us . 
. . first you give [your pottery] 
as gifts, then you have way too 

Kennedy Washington and Reese Muse prepare to weigh bagged 
meals at the Rise Against Hunger event at Mowatt Methodist 
Church on December 1. See story on page 12.
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Rise Against Hunger

with elected officials who repre-
sent Greenbelt at Prince George’s 
County Council and at the Mary-
land statehouse. Last year, council 
presented a list of 17 items as 
priorities. Moran said that city 
staff strongly suggested a shorter 
list this year because “it is better 
to present a concise, manageable 
package of initiatives to our state 
and county representatives.” This 
year, they are going to present 
a small number of issues at the 
legislative dinner. Those five core 
issues that city staff put together 
for council are:

• Oppose Maryland’s take-
over and privatization of the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway: 

Marvelous Art and Craft Fair
Opens the Holiday Season

by William Pitts

http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

Letters to the Editor

On Screen

A Brand New Triple Play
Three more new movies come to Old Greenbelt Theatre this 

Friday, December 7: Boy Erased, Maria by Callas and Becoming 
Astrid.

Written and directed by Joel Edgerton, Boy Erased, based on 
Garrard Conley’s memoir of the same name, stars Lucas Hedges 
as Jared Eamons, a gay Arkansas college student whose genuinely 
loving parents (Nicole Kidman and Russell Crowe) send him to a 
conversion therapy program, Love in Action, run by the sinister 
Victor Sykes (Joel Edgerton). Hedges, Kidman and Crowe give nu-
anced, sympathetic performances.

R rated, 1 hour 54 min

Maria by Callas is a documentary written and directed by 
French photographer and Callas obsessive Tom Volf.  The diva of 
divas, the 20th century’s most celebrated soprano is shown singing, 
getting off and on airplanes, getting romanced (Onassis) and even 
losing weight.

113 minutes, Not Rated

Directed and co-written by Pemille Christensen, Becoming As-
trid tells the story of Swedish children’s author Astrid Lindgren 
(over 100 books including Pippi Longstocking.) Rebellious, quirky, 
precocious, word-loving Lindgren (Alba August) had to deal with 
an unexpected pregnancy long before she became famous.

2 hours, 3 minutes, Not Rated
- Jim Link

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 6 -10 p.m.

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
Phone: 301-474-4131; Fax: 301-965-8247
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News Review
Greenbelt
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SHOWTIMES
December 7th - 13th 

MARIA BY CALLAS: IN HER 
OWN WORDS (PG) (DVS) 

(CC) (2017) (113 mins) 
Fri. 7:30 PM 
Sat 5:00 PM 

Sun. 3:00 (OC) PM 
Mon. 2:30 PM 
Tues. 5:00 PM 
Wed. 5:00 PM 

Thurs. 7:30 PM 

BECOMING ASTRID (NR) 
(2018) (123 mins)  

(Swedish w/subtitles) 
Fri. 2:30 PM 
Sat. 1:30 PM 
Sun. 5:30 PM 
Mon. 5:00 PM 
Tues. 7:30 PM 
Wed. 2:30 PM 

Thurs. 5:00 PM 

BOY ERASED (R) (DVS) 
(CC) (2018) (115 mins) 

Fri. 5:00 PM 
Sat. 7:30 PM 
Sun. 8:00 PM 
Mon. 7:30 PM 
Wed. 7:30 PM 

THE LION IN WINTER (PG) 
(1968) (DVS) (137 mins) 

Sun. 12:00 PM 

Storytime on Screen 
Mon. 10:30 AM - FREE!

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977

Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985 

Mary Lou Williamson, Editor Emerita

Gary Childs, Editor

Se Habla Español
Vaya a nuestra página web 
greenbeltnewsreview.com  

para ver artículos en español.

See our website,  
greenbeltnewsreview.com,  
for articles in Spanish.

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members Always $6.50!

Members' Kids Free!
Adults $9, Senior/Student 

$8, Kids $6 
All shows before 5 PM: 

Adults $7, Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions

Movies since 1938

University of Maryland Reporters
University of Maryland graduate students in journal-

ism are writing for the News Review. They are: Colleen 
Curran, Elliott Davis, Theresa Diffendal, Nora Eckert, 
Adam Glass, Samantha Hawkins, Elena Macias, Lauren 
Moses, Jesse Nash, Dan Novak, William Pitts, Michael 
Revollo, Ian Round, Emily Top, Eduardo Umana,  
Camila Velloso and Jamal Williams.

Editorial
Our Carriers Bring Holiday Greetings 

With a December issue of the newspaper, the Greenbelt News 
Review distributes an envelope that requests tips for carriers. Place 
a tip in the envelope, stamp it and mail it to the carrier’s address 
on the front of the envelope. If you write a check, make it out to 
the carrier – not the newspaper. All tips go directly to the carriers.

Though they are paid a nominal sum each week, this extra to-
ken of appreciation means a lot to our carriers. Their tips and pay 
teach the younger ones about how to work, maintain a good attitude 
and manage money. Carrier families with multiple routes find the 
income a real boost. 

It is notable that many of Greenbelt’s carriers become highly 
productive adults, taking this positive first work-world experience 
with them into success in later years. If your carrier is especially 
meticulous and reliable, delivers promptly and dependably and pro-
tects the newspaper from wind and rain, let them know how much 
they are appreciated.  

One name not on an envelope this year is John ‘Doc’ Henry 
Jones, who retired from his carrier post. He walked the footpaths 
and dropped off the News Review for decades, involving his fam-
ily in the effort and greeting all with good cheer. He was perhaps 
the oldest newspaper carrier in the United States – having recently 
celebrated his 90th birthday. 

In the past two years, the News Review has improved its deliv-
ery service. Credit for this is due to Karen Yoho, whose guidance 
keeps the operation on track. Delivery staff 
Alan Burt and Amina Khalifa and her grandson 
Alexander are key links who supply carriers 
and fill boxes and racks.  The News Review 
wishes to thank everybody involved for doing 
a great job, caring about the community and 
braving heat, cold and wet conditions to bring 
residents their papers.

Support the Co-op
I really appreciate the pres-

ence of the Greenbelt Co-op 
Supermarket and Pharmacy. I 
can’t imagine a Greenbelt city 
center without it and it pains me 
to see that they are struggling 
financially. My initial response 
has been to try to shop there as 
much as I can.

As I was standing in line the 
other day I had a thought. If 
asked to “round up” my purchase 
to support a new roof for the 
Co-op, I would be very likely to 
say yes! Perhaps the Co-op board 
would consider a program where 
patrons can elect to round up to 
the nearest $0.10, $0.25, $0.50, 
or $1.00 to support something 
that is valuable to our commu-
nity. Some patrons, according to 
their abilities, may even be will-
ing to round up to the nearest $5 
or $10. Or even add $___ to their 
bill to support the cooperative 
roof. This seems like a great way 
to provide all patrons an opportu-
nity to support this great resource 

at a level that matches each indi-
vidual’s ability to contribute.

Tom LeaMond
President, New Deal Café 

Board of Directors

Will Royal Farms 
Come to Greenbelt?

In the News Review dated 
August 16, there was mention 
that Royal Farms was considering 
building near the Capital Cadillac 
on Greenbelt Road.

I think that is great news and 
would love to see that happen.

Besides having great fried 
chicken that rivals KFC and Pop-
eye’s, their gas prices average 30 
cents less or more in savings than 
the two gas stations old Greenbelt 
has to offer.

Competitive gas prices are 
good, especially for our seniors 
who live on a budget.

What is the update on having 
Royal Farms come to Greenbelt?

Terry Burchick

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar
mailto:circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/contact-us/distribution/
http://greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbelttheatre.org
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Community Events

 

Greenbelt News Reel 
Freshly produced videos about  

the Greenbelt community. 
  

Watch every day at 7 AM, Noon, 2 PM and 6 PM on GATe— 
Comcast 77, Verizon FiOs 19 

 
On YouTube search Greenbelt Access Television, 

click “Videos” for on demand  
 

 
 

Watch Democracy Now! every weekday at 7 PM 
with repeats at 10 PM, Midnight & 8 AM the following day 

 

  

 
Presents: 

 
“One River, Many Relations” (2015) 

“Zense” (2015) 
“Far Afield” (2015) 

“Giant Visions of Tiny Places” (2015) 
 

Sunday, Dec. 9th, Wednesday, Dec 12th, 
and Friday, Dec 14th, beginning at 8 PM 

 

 

Text gen layout for GAC ad, 4 columns by 5 inches for the  
December 6, 2018 edition 

 
 

Thoughtful Discussion 
Group at MakerSpace

This week’s topic is to con-
sider whether sadness is a useful 
human emotion.  The discussion 
may take a number of direc-
tions. One direction may address 
grieving as a way of handling 
loss; another possibility up for 
consideration is that sadness is a 
leftover emotion like an appendix 
that humans don’t really need any 
more. Just show up on Tuesday, 
December 11 from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
MakerSpace.

Photos at New Deal
With Santa Paws

On Saturday, December 15, 
1 to 3 p.m., WAGS (The Well-
wishers of the Animals of the 
Greenbelt Shelter) will present 
Photos with Santa Paws on the 
patio at the New Deal Café. All 
social, friendly, leashed pets are 
welcome. Pets must be leashed 
at all times and are not permitted 
into the Café.

Free Book Reading 
For Children at Mall

Actress and dancer Phoebe 
Coleman will do a free children’s 
book reading on Saturday, De-
cember 8 from 3 to 4 p.m. at 
Beltway Plaza. The reading will 
take place in The Space, located 
across from the AMC movie 
theater.

GIVES Has Holiday 
Celebration

On Saturday,  December 
8, Greenbelt Intergeneration-
al Volunteer Exchange Service 
(GIVES) will have its quarterly 
meeting and holiday celebration 
at 10 a.m. in the Community 
Center. This meeting and cel-
ebration is open to all Greenbelt 
people who are interested in be-
ing part of a group that works 
to help one another and keep 
the spirit of Greenbelt alive and 
well.

The gathering will begin with 
a short business meeting, fol-
lowed by a potluck sharing cel-
ebration. It will be appreciated 
by all if those attending bring 
something to share, but it is 
not necessary to do so. All are 
welcome. It would be helpful 
for those planning to bring food 
to let Jean Cook (301-345-2597) 
know so that we can have a va-
riety of food. Come and enjoy.

Planning Underway
For Girls Troop 214

The Boy Scouts of America 
has announced its new Scouting 
BSA program open to boys and 
girls ages 11 to 17 starting in 
February 2019. In preparation for 
the local BSA program roll-out, 
eleven local area parents, includ-
ing three former Cubmasters of 
Greenbelt’s Pack 202, have held 
parent planning meetings for the 
formation of the new all-girls 
Troop 214. The girls troop will 
parallel the existing, well-estab-
lished boys Troop 214. 

The next parent only plan-
ning meeting will take place on 
Thursday, December 6 at 7 p.m. 
at the back entrance of the Prince 
George’s County Elks Lodge at 
6700 Kenilworth Avenue, River-
dale.

The first girls Troop 214 scout 
recruitment meeting will take 
place on December 18 at 7 p.m., 
meeting at the same time as the 
boys troop. All prospective scouts 
(boys and girls) are welcome to 
attend this recruitment/informa-
tion event. Weekly troop meet-
ings will be Tuesdays starting in 
February 2019.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion about the formation of 
the girls Troop 214, contact  
ScoutsBSAtroop214GT@gmail.
com.

ERHS Band Concert
Thursday, Dec. 13

The Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School bands will give a concert 
on Thursday, December 13 at 7 
p.m. in the school Auditorium. 
The Concert Band, Percussion 
Ensemble, Symphonic Band and 
Chamber Wind Ensembles will 
perform under the direction of 
Rachel Zephir. The concert is free 
and open to the public.

At the Library
Senior Computer Club: You-

Tube Basics. Monday, Decem-
ber 10, 1:30 p.m. YouTube is 
the most popular online video 
streaming service in the world. 
Come learn about channels, sub-
scriptions, playlists and uploading 
videos to YouTube. Registration 
is required; space is limited to 
six participants. Call the branch 
to register at 301-345-5800.

Teen Advisory Board. Mon-
day, December 10, 4 p.m., ages 
13 to 18, limit 15 participants. 
Volunteer and work together to 
make the library a better place 
for teens by talking about books, 
music, movies and what you 
would like to see in the collec-
tion. Registration required; con-
tact the branch either in person or 
by calling 301-345-5800. PGCPS 
student participants may earn Ser-
vice Learning hours. (TAB meets 
weekly on Monday afternoons.)

Ready 2 Read Story Times. 
Tuesday, December 11, ages 3 to 
5, 7 p.m., limit 30 people.

Wednesday, December 12, 
ages newborn to 2, 10:15 a.m., 
limit 15 babies with parent(s)/
caregiver(s); ages 2 to 3, 11:15 
a.m., limit 30 people. Thursday, 
December 13, ages newborn to 
2, 10:15 and 11:15 a.m., limit 15 
babies with parent(s)/caregiver(s); 
ages 2 to 3, 4:15 p.m., limit 30 
people.

Bibliobop Dance Party. Sat-
urday, December 15, 10:30 a.m., 
ages 2 to 5. Calling all pre-
schoolers and toddlers to come 
bust a move and shake their 
sillies out at the Greenbelt Bib-
liobop Dance Party. Bring parents 
or caregivers and prepare to boo-
gie and bop until everyone drops. 
This event is presented every 
third Saturday of each month. No 
registration required.

Read to Rover. Saturday, De-
cember 15, 2 p.m. Read to Rover 
is for children ages 6 to 11 and 
helps them build reading con-
fidence while reading aloud to 
specially trained therapy dogs 
glad to listen. Bring a book or 
choose one from the library. Each 
child will read for 15 minutes. 
This event is presented every 
third Saturday of each month. 
Registration recommended; call 
the branch at 301-345-5800 for 
more information.

Books at Bedtime. Monday, 
December 17, presented by the 
Prince George’s County Infants 
and Toddlers Program, 6:30 p.m., 
for ages newborn to 3, limit 
20 people. Families are encour-
aged to come start their bedtime 
routines with us. This is an op-
portunity for children under three 
–especially those with special 
needs – along with their family 
and friends, to participate in story 
time, music and motor activities. 
Stop by the information desk to 
pick up free tickets on the day of 
the event. (This special story time 
will continue monthly through 
Monday, May 20, 2019.)

Computer Club Meets
The Greenbelt Computer Club 

will hold its monthly meeting 
on Thursday, December 13 from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. in Room 103 of 
the Community Center. Everyone 
is welcome to the discussions 
about the latest in computers, 
tablets and consumer electronics. 
Basic trouble-shooting advice for 
Windows computers and some 
for Apple iPad and iPhone is 
available.

Menu for Senior
Nutrition Program

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon. Meals 
must be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food 
is ordered. Call 301-397-2208 
ext. 4215.

All meals, which provide at 
least one-third of Recommended 
Dietary Allowances for older 
adults, include margarine, coffee 
or tea and skim milk. Menus for 
the week of December 10 are as 
follows:

Monday, December 10: Beef 
with peppers and onions, lima 
beans, stewed tomatoes, wheat 
roll, fresh fruit, orange juice.

Tuesday, December 11: All 
sites closed.

Wednesday, December 12: 
Breaded pollock, battered fries, 
broccoli, wheat hamburger bun, 
fresh fruit and grape juice.

Thursday,  December  13: 
Sliced roast beef with gravy, 
whipped potatoes, sliced carrots, 
dinner roll, mandarin oranges, 
apple juice.

Friday, December 14: All sites 
closed.

Democratic Club 
Party December 14

On Friday, December 14 at 
7:30 p.m., the Eleanor & Franklin 
Roosevelt Democratic Club’s hol-
iday party featuring the installa-
tion of the new board of directors 
will be held at the Greenbriar 
Community Building. Recently 
elected Prince George’s County 
State’s Attorney Aisha Braveboy 
will swear in the board.

Nicole Williams was re-elected 
to serve as president. Katy Pape, 
Joyce Fitzgerald, Matt Inzeo and 
Konrad Herling were elected vice 
presidents. Austin Henry will 
continue to serve as treasurer, 
and Bob Doyle will be in charge 
of the club’s membership. Ryan 
Bradley will serve as correspond-
ing secretary, but remaining open 
is the position of recording sec-
retary. Pat Witersky will serve as 
sergeant-at-arms, and Sara Henry, 
Lyn Doyle and Daryl Pennington 
will serve on the hospitality com-
mittee.

The social gathering will take 
place after the business meeting 
has been adjourned. Members 
and guests are asked to bring 
food and non-alcoholic drinks or 
to make a contribution to sup-
port the costs incurred to pay for 
refreshments.

For more information, call 
Nicole Williams at 202-321-4207 
or check the club’s web page: 
rooseveltclub.com.

mailto:ScoutsBSAtroop214GT@gmail.com
mailto:ScoutsBSAtroop214GT@gmail.com
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Obituaries
The News Review publishes 

obituaries of Greenbelt resi-
dents, past or present.

You write it or we will if 
you prefer.  We try to include 
information about participa-
tion in various activities and 
organizations, where the per-
son lived and something about 
the family.  A photograph and 
service information should be 
included.  There is no charge.

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

  Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Saul Oresky    Cantor Phil Greenfield
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal,  

egalitarian synagogue that respects tradition and  
becomes your extended family in the 21st century.

Friday evening services 8:00 PM  
Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Children's Education, Adult Education, Socal Action, etc.
For further information call 301 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org
Conservative and Reconstructionist

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

December 9    10 a.m.
"Use Your Words"

Dr. Pippin Whitaker, Guest Minister; with Paul Wester, Worship Associate;

In a divisive political and social environment, talking about what really matters is 
challenging. At the same time, discussing divisive issues and naming oppression is 
important to building a shared future. In this service, we will reflect on how we use our 

words to transform the world, especially when it is challenging.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

1 Hillside Road, Greenbelt 301-474-6171
Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff

Join us December 9th at 10:15  

“Glories Stream”

Greenbelt Community Church, 
   United Church of Christ

Our Advent series “Calm and Bright” will explore 
different aspects of the song for our modern life  

as we watch and wait for the arrival of the  
ultimate Love to the world on Christmas Eve!

	

Condolences to the family of 
Robert Beers, a long-time resi-
dent of Greenbelt, who died on 
Thanksgiving Day.

Congratulations to Magnolia 
Elementary School on success-
fully swearing in the Student 
Government. The inauguration 
was held on November 30 and 
was attended by Mayor Emmett 
Jordan and representatives from 
the county school system.

Congratulations to Linda and 
Carl Seely on the arrival of their 
three new granddaughters, Alice, 
Elise and Amelia Spotts, who 
were born on November 29.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones and news in the Our 
Neighbors column. Send details 
of your news items to editor@
greenbeltnewsreview.com.

Holy Cross Thrift 
Store & Christmas 

Store!
Every Thursday until 

Dec. 20th!
10 am – 4pm

Thrift Store & Christmas 
Items for Sale!

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, MD. 

301-345-5111

What is Christian Science?
Christian Science Church

8300 Adelphi Road,  
Hyattsville, MD

 

Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 
Church Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday meeting 7:30 p.m.

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church 
10774 Rhode Island Avenue 

301-937-7646 

                    
  

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. 
Rev. Jongkil Na 

www.APLChurch.org 

Come and Join Us 
Located in the Beltsville Professional Center 

Dear Silvia,

Please install this as the new weekly Mowatt United Methodist Church ad:

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m.
Caring is evangelism.

However, for the October 4th edition, please use this ad:

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors

 facebook.com/mowattumc
301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Worship Service 10 a.m.
Caring is evangelism.

Blessing of the Animals - Sunday 4 October 4:15pm

Please keep the links active in the online version.

Thank you,

Karen Gingell-Smith

(301)204-6657

Saturday, PG Choral Concert 5pm

This week, Jews throughout 
the world are celebrating the 
eight-days of Hanukkah. This 
joyous festival, nicknamed the 
Festival of Lights because of 
the nightly lighting of candles, 
commemorates the victory of the 
Jewish people led by the Macca-
bee family against the occupying 
Greek-Syrian army during ap-
proximately the second century 
BCE (Before the Common Era) 
and the rededication of the ruined 
and profaned Temple in Jerusa-
lem. Mishkan Torah Synagogue 
will hold its own Hanukkah cel-
ebration at the synagogue on 
Sunday, December 9, from 5 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., the eighth and final 
night of the festival.

The program will include 
lighting the Hanukkah candles 
and attendees are encouraged 
to bring their own candles and 
menorahs. A light meal will be 

Come Celebrate Hanukkah
At Mishkan Torah Synagogue

Jeffrey Rosen

served including the traditional 
Hanukkah latkes (potato pan-
cakes). There will be entertain-
ment and songs as well. 

The gala night will also cel-
ebrate the birthday of beloved oc-
togenarian and Greenbelt resident 
Jordan Choper, who has been a 
member of Mishkan Torah since 
1962 and a bulwark of the syna-
gogue, serving previously as its 
president, among other positions. 
There will be a small charge at 
the door. The event is open to 
the public and all are welcome 
to come celebrate. One does not 
have to be Jewish to share the 
fun and joy of the season of Ha-
nukkah or its universal message 
of religious freedom. Mishkan 
Torah is located at 10 Ridge 
Road. For more information visit 
the website mishkantorah.org or 
call 301-474-4223.

Christmas Cantata 
On Friday, December 14 at 

7 p.m., Mowatt Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 40 Ridge 
Road, will present their annual 
Christmas cantata, God Came 
Near: The Miracle and Majesty 
of Christmas by Tom Fettke and 
Max Lucado. An age-old story 
told in modern cadence, it will 
be an evening to be enjoyed by 
family and friends. Light refresh-
ments will be offered following 
the program. There is no fee. 
Call the church at 301-474-9410 
for more information.

Greenbelt Unplugged 
Holiday Caroling 

Join your friends and neigh-
bors to celebrate the season in 
harmony (or as close as we can 
get) as we gather to sing on 
Sunday, December 16 at 3 p.m. 
We will meet at the Youth Center 
Multipurpose Room. Practice for 
an hour or so, then put the show 
on the road by visiting local busi-
nesses and organizations.

The event will be led by lo-
cal musician and teacher Melissa 
Sites.

For more information visit 
greenbeltunplugged.org.

Greenbelt honors the memory of  President George H.W. Bush.
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City Information & Events

MEETINGS FOR DECEMBER 10-14
Monday, December 10 at 5:30pm, YOUTH ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE at Greenbelt Library, 11 Crescent Rd. On the Agenda: 
Youth Forum schedule update, Youth Higher Learning Prep, YAC 
Awareness advocacy projects, Advisory Committee Liaison Reports, . 
Crime Prevention, January Meet and Greet at GAFC, New Year’s Eve 
volunteers – Larry Hilliard, Youth Advisory encouragement letters to 
neighboring municipalities

Monday, December 10 at 7:00pm COUNCIL CLOSED SES-
SION, (See notice on this page)

Monday, December 10 at 8:00pm, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING at Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road. Live on  
Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and 996, and streaming at www.greenbelt-
md.gov/municipaltv

Tuesday, December 11 at 7:00pm, ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ON EDUCATION at Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Rd, (li-
brary). On the Agenda: Planning for Principals’ Meeting (January 22, 
2019),Grants Review, AOB

Wednesday, December 12 at 7:30pm, ADVISORY PLANNING 
BOARD at Community Center, 15 Crescent Rd, Room 114. 
On the Agenda: Discussion of  Proposed Redevelopment Plans for 
Beltway Plaza

Wednesday, December 12 at 8:00pm, COUNCIL WORK  
SESSION re: City-Wide Fiber Network/City Manager  
Updates (tentative)  at Community Center, 15 Crescent Rd. 

Thursday, December 13 at 7:30pm, COMMUNITY RELA-
TIONS ADVISORY BOARD at Schrom Hills Park Meeting 
Room, 6915 Hanover Parkway. On the Agenda: Approval of Min-
utes, Community Feedback, Petition on Police Use of Military Equip-
ment, Feedback on Police Youth Forum, 2019 Meeting Schedule and 
other matters as time permits.  This agenda is subject to change.

The schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that  
a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000.

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.

There are currently vacancies on: Advisory Committee of  
Education, Community Relations Board, Greenbelt Advisory Commit-
tee on Environmental Sustainability, Senior Citizens Advisory Com-

mittee, and Youth Advisory Committee. Info: 301-474-8000

This holiday season, consider making a Charitable 
Donation to City of Greenbelt’s Agency Funds

Consider donating at this time of year to the Agency Funds, which 
helps our neighbors in need.  Agency Funds are managed but not 
financed by the City.  All donations to the funds are used for the 
listed charitable purposes.

Donation areas include the following:

The Recreation Department: funds used to support camp  
scholarships and special events. 

The Good Samaritan Fund: funds provide for out-of-town persons 
stranded in Greenbelt and monies for groceries for low income 
families with whom CARES is working.

Emergency Assistance Fund: funds assist Greenbelt residents  
at-risk of eviction.

Advisory Committee on Education (ACE): funds initiatives such as 
ACE scholarships.

The Greenbelt Theater: funds help keep the theater open.

Spay and Neuter Clinic Agency Fund: funds used to purchase  
supplies and equipment to perform cat and dog neuters.

Checks may be made payable to the 
City of Greenbelt. Donors may direct 
their donation toward one or more of 
the agency funds.  Donations are tax 
deductible and upon request a letter  
acknowledging your gift will be 
issued.  

Thank you to all residents who 
have contributed in years past.   

Happy Holidays!

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING
Municipal Building, Tuesday, November 13, 2018, 8:00 p.m.
ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved as 
recommended by staff, subject to removal from the Consent Agenda 
by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
Presentations
Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the City 
Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing Rules.)
Minutes of Council Meeting
Administrative Reports
Committee Reports
- *  Board of Elections Report #18-1, (Recommendation to Amend        
  Chapter 8 “Elections” Section of the City Code)
- Community Relations Advisory Board (CRAB) Report 2018-2  
  (Community Pledge)

LEGISLATION
-  An Ordinance to Amend Article I “In General” and Article II “Cam-
paign Contributions and Expenditures” of Chapter 8, “Elections” of the 
Greenbelt City Code- 2nd Reading, Adoption

- An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 5 of the City Code to add a new 
Chapter 5A, titled “Franchises and Permits for Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Facilities” and to amend Chapter 18 of the City Code by add-
ing  a new Division 6, titled “Minimum Requirements for Occupation of 
Rights-of-Way” to comply with Federal and State law - 1st Reading, 
Suspension of Rules, Adoption 

- A Resolution of the City of Greenbelt Adopted Pursuant to the Author-
ity of Article XI-E of the Constitution of Maryland and Section 13 of Ar-
ticle 23a of the Annotated Code of Maryland, (1957 Edition as Amend-
ed), Title, “Corporation-Municipal,” Subtitle “Home Rule” to Amend the 
Charter of the City of Greenbelt Found, in Whole or in Part, in the Com-
pilation of Municipal Charters of Maryland (1983 Edition as Amended), 
as Prepared by the Department of Legislative Reference Pursuant to 
Chapter 77 of the Acts of the General Assembly of Maryland of 1983, 
by Repealing and Reenacting with Amendments Section 16(a), Titled 
“Appointments” to Expand the Number of Members (Charter Amend-
ment Resolution No. 2018-1) - 2nd Reading, Adoption

OTHER BUSINESS
- Approval of Revised ICMA Retirement Corporation (ICMA-RC) Plan 
Agreement
- Conditional acceptance of the Greenbelt Station South Core Central 
Park
- Results of 2017 Community Questionnaire
- Employee Reclassifications
- COG 2019 Committee and Board Appointments   
- Council Activities 
- Council Reports 
SCHEDULING OF FUTURE MEETINGS
NOTE:  This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change. Regular Council 
meetings are open to the public, and all interested citizens are invited to at-
tend.  If special accommodations are required for any disabled person, please 
call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the meeting day. Deaf individuals are 
advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or e-mail banderson@greenbeltmd.gov. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE
In accordance with Section 3-305(b)(1) of the General Provisions Ar-
ticle of the Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Maryland, a 
closed session of the Greenbelt City Council will be held on Monday, 
December 10th, 2018, in the Library of the Municipal Building at 7:00 
p.m. to discuss  the appointment, employment, assignment, promo-
tion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or per-
formance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom 
this public body has jurisdiction; any other personnel matter that affects 
one or more specific individuals.

The purpose of this meeting will be the performance evaluation of the 
City Manager. 
*The public may attend the Special Meeting of the City Council immediately 
prior to the closed session and observe the vote of Council to move into 
closed session on Monday, December 10th, 2018 at 7:00 pm.

Bonita Anderson, City Clerk

DONATION DROP-OFF - 
Green Drop  

Charitable Donations
/www.gogreendrop.com/

acceptable-items/ 
Saturday, December 8, 

9:00am-12:00 noon or until 
the truck is full

Parking lot between City 
Office and the Community 

Center
City of Greenbelt Recycling 

Office at 301-474-8308

SHOP WITH A COP
The Greenbelt Fraternal Order 
of Police is proud to announce 
that their annual “Shop with a 
Cop” will take place Saturday 
December 22nd at the Target 
Store located in Beltway Plaza. 

This program partners needy 
children from the community 
with Greenbelt Police Officers 
allowing the children to pur-
chase Christmas presents for 
themselves as well as family 
members. Each child is allotted 
a budget of $200 and is accom-
panied by Greenbelt Police Offi-
cers and department volunteers 
to make their purchases. The 
children are then brought back 
to a “present wrapping” party 
where they can enjoy lunch 
while they wrap their gifts. The 
children are selected to par-
ticipate through nominations by 
their elementary school. 

This will be our 12th year con-
ducting “Shop with a cop” and 
to date have been able to assist 
over 225 children with the pro-
gram.  

The program is funded through 
corporate sponsorship and com-
munity donations. Donations to 
fund this program are accepted 
by mailing them to; Greenbelt 
FOP PO Box 94 Greenbelt Md. 
20768 or dropping them by the 
Police Station in an envelope 
marked Greenbelt FOP/Shop 
with a Cop. For further informa-
tion, feel free to contact Scott 
Kaiser at 301-474-7200 or at 
Skaiser@greenbeltmd.gov. 

RECREATION AND PARK 
FACILITIES MASTER 

PLAN
On November 28th the final 
draft of the Recreation and 
Park Facilities Master Plan was 
presented in a work session to 
City Council and the Park and 
Recreation Advisory Board for 
review and comment.  The pub-
lic is invited to review and make 
comment on the plan located at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/master-plan.  

The City will accept comments 
until January 1, 2019.  Com-
ments should be sent to Joe Mc-
Neal at jmcnceal@greenbeltmd.
gov. It is anticipated the final plan 
will be presented to City Council 
for final approval and adoption in 
early 2019.

FESTIVAL 
OF LIGHTS
SANTA’S VISIT 
Ages Pre-K+, Greenbelt Youth 
Center, 99 Centerway
Saturday, December 8  
10:00am-12:00pm
Santa has fit time into his busy 
holiday schedule! All children will 
receive a FREE picture with Santa!

ELVES’ WORKSHOP 
Saturday, December 8, 1:00pm-3:00pm; $10 per person
139502-1, Ages 6-12, Greenbelt Youth Center,  
99 Centerway, 301-397-2200 
Pre-registration is required. Spend the afternoon with 
Santa’s Elves creating holiday crafts and treats.

NORTH POLE CALLING
Tuesday, December 11 - Thursday, December 13,  
6:00pm-7:30pm
Ages pre-school through second grade – FREE
Santa and his helpers will make a special call to your 
home to check whether your kids are being naughty or 
nice. Complete the informational flyer available online at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation and throughout City 
facilities for your child’s opportunity to chat.

GREENBELT CONCERT BAND HOLIDAY 
LIGHTS CONCERT
Sunday, December 9, 3:00pm
Greenbelt Community Center Gym,15 Crescent Road
Hear all your holiday favorites, played live by the members 
of your community band, under the direction of Joan Rackey.

A CONVERSATION ABOUT 
HOMELESSNESS IN YOUR 

COMMUNITY

Come hear from local providers 
and experts about:

• Circumstances that can 
lead to homelessness

• County Services and 
networks for those facing 
homelessness

• What communities can do

Bring your questions and  
concerns

December 11, 2018
6 – 7:30pm

Greenbelt Municipal Building
Council Chambers 
25 Crescent Road
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Doctors Community Health System is dedicated to helping you maintain and improve your health. Providing 
same-day appointments and accepting most insurance plans, our network of care has offices at convenient 
locations.

Doctors Community Practices at Bowie 
(Primary Care) 
4000 Mitchellville Road, Suites B216 and 422 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-262-0020 and 301-262-9872

Doctors Community Practices at Crofton 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
2191 Defense Highway, Suite 201 
Crofton, Maryland 21114 
410-451-9091

Doctors Community Practices at District Heights 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
6400 Marlboro Pike 
District Heights, Maryland 20747 
301-736-7000

Doctors Community Practices at Laurel 
(Primary Care and Diabetes Care) 
13900 Baltimore Avenue 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 
301-725-5652

Doctors Community Practices at Riverdale 
(Primary Care, Family Medicine and Endocrinology) 
6502 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 100 
Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
301-927-0088

Doctors Community Practices at Temple Hills 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
5859 Allentown Way 
Temple Hills, Maryland 20728 
240-563-1026

Metropolitan Medical Specialists 
(Primary Care and Family Medicine) 
8116 Good Luck Road, Suite 300 
Lanham, Maryland 20706 
240-241-7474

Health and Wellness Center 
(Urgent Care Inside Safeway) 
4101 Northview Drive 
Bowie, Maryland 20716 
301-383-2559

Comprehensive and High-Quality 

Health Care 
Right in Your Neighborhood

Schedule an appointment today.  Also, visit us at DCHweb.org.

We will also support your overall health goals by streamlining your access 
to additional Doctors Community Health System services: weight loss 
program, breast health, digestive disease care, orthopedic services, surgical 
services, vascular health, endocrinology services and many others.
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TREE continued from page 1

New at Greenbelt Makerspace

Home School Makers!  for 3-5th graders

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:30-11:30am (starts Jan. 8) 

make125.org/2018/11/home-school-makers

Hour of Code on Dec. 7 
Learn coding to change the physical world

make125.org/2018/11/hour-of-code-december-7-2018

Send Holiday
Greetings

The News Review will 
publish holiday greetings in 
the December 20 issue.

CRAFT FAIR continued from page 1

of Dr. Seuss’s How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas at Old Greenbelt 
Theatre to end the night.  

 “It is a seasonal affirmation 
of community and good will, 
featuring the appearance of Santa 
Claus, who embodies the Green-
belt values of kindness, generos-
ity and special care for children,” 
said Cherry.  

Mayor Emmett Jordan, joined 
by council members on stage, led 
the crowd in a cheerful rendition 
of Jingle Bells.  

“It’s always a special night 
kicking off the holiday season,” 
Jordan said. “Public Works [does] 
an incredible job of preparing for 
this and the lights are so beauti-
ful,” he added.  

“This is a tradition that people 
look forward to for many, many 
weeks,” said Councilmember Ju-
dith Davis.  

Children and adults alike were 
excited for this year’s event. “I 
wanted to go because a couple 
friends at school mentioned it 

many, then you start doing small 
shows.”

As for the name of Friday 
Night Potters, Arrington has a 
simple explanation. “We used to 
always come together on Friday 
nights and do our pots together 
and so when we were trying to 
come up with a name...that united 
us all as potters...that is how we 
came up with that name.”

Others are veterans of the 
Festival of Lights, such as Lucy 
Pence, who has exhibited her 
custom-made sock monkey de-
signs for the past nine years. Her 
husband, Thomas, acts as her 
inspiration, as she puts it – but 

more practically, her sales repre-
sentative.

“Sometimes I get inspired 
by superhero characters,” said 
Ms. Pence, pointing to some 
of her figures. “There’s a Won-
der Woman. This guy is sort of 
like a Dwight Schrute character. 
But sometimes they’re inspired 
by friends or just people that I 
meet.”

Many of the vendors from the 
Festival teach classes during the 
year, including Arrington, who 
holds studio space in Room 302 
of the Community Center as part 
of Greenbelt’s Artists in Resi-
dence program.

and I was so curious,” said Casey 
Fitzpatrick, 11, who attended the 
event for the first time.  

“This is just so Greenbelt,” 
said Melanie Griffin, a resident of 
Greenbelt for 30 years. “I wanted 
to get into the Christmas spirit,” 
she continued.  

Shobha Duncan, an attendee, 
marveled at the beautiful lights. 
“It’s like going back into Norman 
Rockwell land. I’m glad we got 
to come this year,” she said. 

Martina Sestakova poses at her storytelling in textiles stand.

The Greenbelt Museum annual Deco the Halls event shows what 
an early Greenbelt Christmas would look like.
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Santa and Mrs. Claus step off the antique firetruck to greet the crowd.

Greenbelt Community Concert Band provides music for the Tree Lighting cer-
emony.

Children wait for the tree lighting and Santa's arrival.

- Lighting cer-
emony photos by 
Beverly Palau
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COUNCIL continued from page 1

At the November 26 regular 
meeting, councilmembers looked 
at the language of Greenbelt’s 
21-year-old pledge and approved 
slight changes to it. They listened 
to first readings of proposed leg-
islation on topics such as place-
ment of new wireless towers and 
various adjustments to city elec-
tion rules, and heard a petition 
concerning bike lane markings 
and signage in the Hanover Park-
way corridor.

Modified City Pledge
The Community Relations Ad-

visory Board (CRAB) originally 
drafted the pledge in 1997, the 
same year council voted to adopt 
it, and then revised it in 2001. 
Off and on since then, CRAB 
has discussed ways to make the 
pledge more inclusive. A year 
ago, council asked CRAB to re-
view the language with the goal 
of council reaffirming it. The 
existing pledge as it has been for 
many years is: 

The strength of Greenbelt is 
diverse people living together in 
a spirit of cooperation. We cel-
ebrate people of many cultures, 
faiths, and races living together. 
By sharing together all are en-
riched. We pledge to foster a 
community which is respectful, 
safe, and fair for all people.

The modified pledge suggest-
ed by CRAB is: 

The strength of Greenbelt is 
diverse people living together in 
a spirit of cooperation. We cel-
ebrate all people. By sharing to-
gether all are enriched. We strive 
to be a respectful community that 
is open, accessible, safe and fair.

Discussion of the motion hov-
ered over concern that the lan-
guage be truly diverse and rep-
resentative of all Greenbelt citi-
zens, while not becoming overly 
wordy or difficult to understand. 
Councilmember Judith Davis 
said that even a child should 
be able to understand what the 
pledge means. Greenbelt resident 
Michael Hartman raised his con-
cern that the pledge does not use 
the word inclusive, even though 
CRAB sought to find language to 
convey that very concept. He also 
said that he didn’t think the word 
fair was well understood.

Council discussed these points 
along with others, but ultimately 
expressed hesitance to change 
CRAB’s carefully chosen lan-
guage except to add the word 
welcoming to the last sentence: 
We strive to be a respectful com-
munity that is welcoming, open, 
accessible, safe and fair. Council 
voted unanimously to accept 
CRAB’s modified version.

Cell Towers
Council heard first readings of 

three legislative proposals. One 
involved how the city would han-

City Council Considers Pledge,
Cell Towers and Safer Biking 

by Gary Childs

dle the Federal Communications 
Commission’s (FCC) recently 
enacted rules about placement 
of wireless communication small 
cell towers.  

After the reading of the legis-
lation’s proposed text, Greenbelt 
resident Lore Rosenthal expressed 
her concern about the placement 
of the new cell towers directly 
outside homes and asked if some-
thing could be done to prevent 
their placement. Davis said that 
the new small cell towers are 
defined as utilities, which gives 
wireless providers a higher level 
of access to rights of way. She 
said that the FCC had already 
accepted the new rules, that it is 
difficult to contest the FCC, and 
that the proposed Greenbelt ordi-
nance seeks to mitigate negative 
effects of the new towers. 

Two other first readings in-
volved campaign contribution 
and finance reporting and other 
election issues, and increasing 
the number of members of the 
Greenbelt Board of Elections 
from five to seven.

Bicycling Upgrades
Council heard a petition from 

Fred Gasper with recommenda-
tions for improving bicyclist and 
pedestrian safety along the Ha-
nover Parkway corridor. Instead 
of the usual five-minute limit for 
such presentations, council gave 
Gasper 15 minutes. 

In his presentation, Gasper 
divided Hanover Parkway into 
five sections and suggested des-
ignating bicycle-only lanes, bus/
right turn/bicycle-only lanes, im-
proved lane and pedestrian cross-
ing markings, and pedestrian 
crossing flashing lights. Mayor 
Emmett Jordan commented on 
the timeliness of the presentation, 
given that the city had released 
a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
for improving bike lane mark-
ings on Hanover Parkway. The 
mayor invited Gasper to include 
his proposals in the process once 
the city selects a company to do 
the work.

Governor Hogan has proposed 
widening the Parkway with toll 
lanes through some type of pub-
lic-private arrangement. The city 
opposes this effort. 

• Block the maglev train 
routes through Greenbelt and 
Prince George’s County: Both 
proposed alignments would run 
through Greenbelt. This project 
negatively impacts Greenbelt and 
the county with little benefit to 
our residents.

• Greenbelt Road streetscape 
improvements: Fund the SHA 
Streetscape Improvement Program 
on Greenbelt Road (MD 193): An 
Urban Land Institute (ULI) Tech-
nical Assistance Panel (TAP) of 
regional experts met in June and 
issued a report.

• Children living in Greenbelt 
Station should attend Greenbelt 
schools: Children living in the 
new community of Greenbelt 
Station are assigned to Berwyn 
Heights Elementary, Greenbelt 
Middle School and Parkdale High 
School. 

• Increase M-NCPPC funding 
for city recreation programs: The 

city receives $234,000 annually 
from the Maryland-National Capi-
tal Park and Planning Commis-
sion (M-NCPPC) to help support 
city recreation programs. This 
funding level has not increased 
since FY 2013. City taxpayers 
pay approximately $1.7 Million 
in M-NCPPC Recreation Fund 
taxes.

Mayor Emmett Jordan sug-
gested that he would like to see 
Greenbelt Metro Station issues 
included on the list. Those would 
include constructing the trail to 
connect Greenbelt Station with 
the Metro station as well as gen-
eral station condition and upkeep. 
Councilmember Judith Davis 
added two other issues, replacing 
state road sidewalks and banning 
plastic straws as worthwhile to 
add because she said they are 
“doable.” Councilmember Rodney 
Roberts pointed out his perspec-
tive that opposing maglev is key 
to other transportation and road 
issues because maglev would take 
so many resources that could be 
used for more critical transporta-
tion priorities.

Upon first glance, the collages 
in Sylvie van Helden’s exhibit 
The View Within and Without 
appear to be a kaleidoscope of 
colors and shapes that come to-
gether in tantalizing geometric 
patterns. Inch closer, and see pic-
tures of essential oils, pomegran-
ates, leaves and chairs that make 
up the pieces. 

These unexpected combina-
tions of images were curated 
by the artist through extensive 
searches of Instagram using key-
words such as devote, purify, or 
obsess for Helden’s #Mandala 
collection, which is now on dis-
play at the Community Center 
Art Gallery. The works focus 
on the different interpretations 
individuals have of these stereo-
typically religious words, and 
explore how users construct the 
image they want to portray to the 
outside world.

“I like to watch and observe. 
I always find it fascinating what 
people are willing to risk and put 
out there,” Helden said.

She pored over results to find 
Instagram images that fit her 
desired color palette. This was 
a very time-intensive part of 
the creation process, as some 
keywords returned over 60,000 
images. 

Through many hours of work 
– Helden estimated it took about 
a month to create one mandala – 
she created a series of collages 
inspired by her fascination with 
how people define their experi-
ences on social media.

#Mandalas is joined by an-
other Helden collection titled 
The Legend of the Koi, at the 
Community Center Art Gallery. 
Whereas the former is an ex-
amination of how people pres-
ent their lives to the external 
world, the Koi is an introspective 
sequence of paintings through 
which Helden copes with the loss 
of her brother. 

The Legend of the Koi is a 
series of six paintings that depict 

an interpretation of an ancient 
Chinese tale about the transfor-
mation of a courageous Koi fish 
into a dragon after his swim up a 
waterfall. Helden began work on 
these pieces following the death 
of her brother to cancer in 2013, 
processing his difficult journey 
and her loss through the transfor-
mation of the koi fish.  

Helden said the studio has 
always been a respite where she 
can deal with difficult emotions.  

“From day to day I’m a pretty 
reserved person. In my studio is 
where I process and feel those 
feelings.”

Although Legend of the Koi 
came from a very painful place, 
Helden’s paintings transform the 
struggle into something posi-
tive. Viewers feel this as well. 
Among the comments written in 
the gallery attendee booklet, a 
message is scribbled in child’s 
handwriting, with a large smi-
ley face drawn underneath: “It’s 
beautiful.” 

Helden reflects that there is 
something universal about the 
way she uses color that resonates 

with an audience, whether a child 
or adult. “Colors are very evoca-
tive. People respond and connect 
with colors,” she said. 

Nicole DeWald, arts supervisor 
at the Community Center, said 
they were delighted to feature 
Helden’s work because of “the 
depths of her concept as well 
as the visual complexity of the 
pieces.”

DeWald explains they have 
specific goals when searching for 
an artist to exhibit. “We present 
contemporary work in diverse 
media. We’re always looking 
for work that has a strong and 
unique voice. I certainly felt that 
to be the case with Sylvie’s art.”

Helden currently lives and 
works in Baltimore. The Montreal 
native was drawn to Maryland 
to attend graduate school at The 
Maryland Institute College of Art 
in 2000.  

The View Within and With-
out exhibit is open to the public 
Mondays through Saturdays from 
9 a.m. to 10 p.m., and Sundays 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. until Janu-
ary 4.

Mandalas are part of Sylvie Van Helden's new exhibit in the Com-
munity Center gallery.

- Photos by Nora Eckert

The Legend of the Koi hangs in the new exhibit in the Community 
Center Gallery. 

LISTEN to the 
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Visually impaired 
may listen for free
Call Metropolitan 
Washington Ear

301-681-6636
No special equipment needed

New Collage Exhibit Searches
Both Inward and Outward

by Nora Eckert
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Robbery
November 21, 1:10 p.m., 5700 

block Cherrywood Lane. Two 
men confronted a person who 
was walking behind the Shell 
Food Mart and began punching 
him and took his wallet. They 
then fled on foot. The walker was 
transported to the hospital by a 
family member for treatment of 
minor injuries.

Assault
November 26, 2:17 p.m., 6200 

block Springhill Court. A nine-
year-old Greenbelt youth was pe-
titioned for assault after he alleg-
edly assaulted three other youths, 
resulting in minor injuries. He is 
in the custody of a parent pend-
ing action by the Juvenile Justice 
System.

Theft
November 23, 1:40 p.m., 101 

Centerway. A locker at the Aquat-
ic & Fitness Center was broken 
into and rummaged through but 
nothing was taken.

November 23, 10:10 p.m., 100 
block Centerway. Property was 
removed from two purses at the 
Old Greenbelt Theatre.

Fraud
November 26, 12:36 p.m., 

5700 block Cherrywood Lane. 
A patron of the Shell Food Mart 
reported that when he was there 
about three weeks earlier he had 
been approached by a man who 
asked him, the patron, to deposit 
his personal check into his, the 
patron’s, account and give him 
the money. The patron agreed and 
recently discovered that the man’s 
check was fraudulent and that he, 
the patron, was responsible for 
the loss.

Trespass
November 20, 8:11 p.m., 6000 

block Greenbelt Road. Two non-
residents, both 32 years old, one 
a man and the other a woman, 
were arrested and charged with 
trespass after they were found 
on the grounds of Beltway Plaza 
after they had been banned from 
the mall by agents of the prop-
erty. The man was released on 
citation pending trial and the 
woman was released on citation 
into the custody of the Depart-
ment of Corrections for an open 
arrest warrant.

November 22, 9:20 a.m., 
5500 block Cherrywood Lane. A 
33-year-old resident was arrested 
and charged with trespass after he 
was found at CVS Pharmacy af-
ter he had been banned by agents 

 SPREAD THE JOY THIS 
HOLIDAY SEASON  

WITH A  
HOLIDAY LOAN SPECIAL 

 
Rates as low as 6% APR 

 
 

 

Greenbelt Federal  
Credit Union 

112 Centerway, Roosevelt Center 
301-474-5900 or www.greenbeltfcu.com 

 
APR=annual percentage rate. Rate based on credit.  

Rate subject to change without notice. 

of the property. He was released 
on citation into the custody of 
the Department of Corrections for 
open arrest warrants.

November 23, 8:04 a.m., 
5800 block Cherrywood Lane. A 
28-year-old nonresident was ar-
rested and charged with trespass 
and false statement after he was 
found on the grounds of Franklin 
Park Apartments after he had 
been banned from the complex 
by agents of the property. He was 
released to the Department of 
Corrections for a hearing before a 
district court commissioner.

November 25, 12:05 p.m., 
6000 block Greenbelt Road. A 
31-year-old nonresident was ar-
rested and charged with tres-
pass after he was found on the 
grounds of Beltway Plaza after 
he had been banned from the 
mall by agents of the property. 
He was released on citation into 
the custody of the Department of 
Corrections for a hearing before a 
district court commissioner.

Vehicle Crime
A 30-year-old nonresident was 

arrested and charged with unau-
thorized use of a motor vehicle 
after he was located in a 2017 
Volkswagen Jetta that was re-
ported to be a rental vehicle that 
had not been returned. He was 
released to the Department of 
Corrections for a hearing before a 
district court commissioner.

One vehicle was stolen from 
the 6000 block Greenbelt Road, 
a burgundy 1996 Chevrolet Tahoe 
SUV with Md. tags 4DE6384.

Four tires and rims were taken 
from each of two vehicles, one in 
the 5900 block Springhill Drive 
and the other in the 7800 block 
Somerset Court.

A security lock was removed 
from a work van and power tools 
were taken in the 5900 block 
Cherrywood Terrace. On Ora 
Glen Drive near Mandan Road, 
an expiration sticker was removed 
from a license plate. 

Paint was scratched in 20 
Court Ridge Road. Two tires on 
the same vehicle were flattened 
in the 7900 block Mandan Road. 
Windows were broken out in the 
5800 block Cherrywood Terrace 
and 7800 block Mandan Road, 
where a door was also dented. 

An attempted robbery occurred 
in the 9000 block Breezewood 
Terrace, where access to the trunk 
was gained and an attempt made 
to remove a rear speaker.

On December 3 at 1:15 p.m., 
Greenbelt police officers re-
sponded to a report of a vehicle 
collision at the pedestrian under-
pass near the Library. A white, 
Mercedes SUV had rolled over 
on its top on the pedestrian path 
below the street. According to 
Major Thomas Kemp of the 
Greenbelt police, the vehicle 
had been travelling past the 
Library when it struck a curb, 

Greenbelt FOP Hosts
Shop With a Cop

The Greenbelt Fraternal Order 
of Police is proud to announce 
their annual event, Shop With a 
Cop, will take place Saturday, 
December 22 at Target in Belt-
way Plaza.

This program partners local 
children whose families are in 
need with Greenbelt police of-
ficers, allowing each child the 
opportunity to purchase Christmas 
presents for family members and 
themselves.

Par t ic ipants  are  selected 
through nominations by their el-
ementary schools. Each child is 
allotted a budget of $200 and is 
accompanied by city officers and 
department volunteers as they 
shop. Afterward, the children are 
taken to a wrapping party where 
they can enjoy lunch, usually 
pizza, while they wrap their gifts. 

This is the 12th year the 
Greenbelt Fraternal Order of Po-
lice Lodge #32 will conduct Shop 
With a Cop. It is funded through 
corporate sponsors and donations 
from the community. To date, 
over 200 children have benefited 
from the program.

Donations may be mailed to 
Greenbelt FOP, P.O. Box 94, 
Greenbelt, MD 20768, or dropped 
off at the police station in an 
envelope marked Greenbelt FOP/
Shop with a Cop.

For further information, con-
tact Scott Kaiser at 301-474-7200 
or Skaiser@greenbeltmd.gov. 

A car plunged off the bridge by the Library underpass. 
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hit the guardrail, went down 
the embankment and flipped 
over. Of the two passengers in 
the car, one was transported to 
UM Prince George’s Hospital 
Center with non-life-threatening 
injuries and the other received 
minor injuries that did not re-
quire immediate medical care. 
According to Kemp, no other 
vehicle was involved. Police 
are still reviewing the incident.

Online purchases have been a 
growing business over the past 
few years, an alternative way 
to shop for those who may not 
have time buy goods in brick 
and mortar stores. Though it is a 
more convenient way for people 
to purchase things, online shop-
ping brings with it problems of 
its own, one of which is getting 
worse: package theft.

Package theft has been an 
issue that continues to grow in 
many areas and Greenbelt is no 
exception. The thefts seem to 
happen periodically in the metro-
politan area, according to Green-
belt Public Information Liaison 
George Mathews. “There have 
been vehicles that follow UPS 
drivers to take packages once 
they leave. It is definitely a crime 
of opportunity,” said Mathews. 

However, consumers may 
combat the growing problem 
of package theft. One way is 
to have packages delivered to a 
trusted neighbor who is home 
during the day. This can eliminate 
the time packages will be sitting 
on the front door or stoop. An-
other way would be to have them 
delivered to his or her place of 
work. Another method Mathews 
suggests is using Amazon lockers, 
such as the ones near Safeway in 
Greenway Center. According to 
the Amazon website, an online 
shopper can simply add the lock-
er’s location to his or her address 
of delivery. Once the package 

Police Suggest Many Ways 
To Thwart Package Theft

by Jamal Williams

is delivered, the purchaser will 
receive a six-digit code to the 
locker and will have three days 
to pick it up. 

In addition, Mathews also 
urges citizens to assist police by 
looking out for others who could 
be potential victims of package 
theft. “We are asking Greenbelt 
citizens that if they see a suspi-
cious person near 
a person’s home, 
to notify the police 
immediately.” 

Accident Near Library

Kellaher Maintenance 
Engineering

301-318-5472

Fall Yard Cleaning, Leaf 
removal, Mulching and 

Stump Grinding

Looking for  
       Carriers 

Each week, Greenbelt News Review carriers fan out across 
the city to deliver this paper each week. 
We’re looking for carriers to cover west Greenbelt, specifically 
Greenbelt Station. 

Send an email to circ@greenbeltnewsreview.com  
for more information.

City Notes
Public Works collected 24.31 

tons of refuse and 16.02 tons of 
recyclable material.

Teaming up with the U.S. 
Marine Corp Reserve, the Aquatic 
& Fitness Center encourages do-
nations of new, unwrapped toys 
for distribution to local families 
during the holidays.

Therapeutic Recreation reports 
the Senior Nutrition Program 
served 62 hot meals for seniors 
in the last week of November.

GIVES staff and volunteers 
packed 21 Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets for Greenbelt families. 
Donations of money and gift 
cards will allow another Holiday 
Food Drive in December for sev-
eral CARES client families.

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
mailto:Skaiser@greenbeltmd.gov
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348
RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT

SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS
CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING

KITCHENS – BATHROOMS
SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS

LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED
MHIC #84145

PHONE 301-441-1246

w

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 
 Traditional Funerals 
 Memorial Services 
 Cremations 
 Flowers 
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Pre-Arrangements 
 Large on-site parking 

Family Owned and Operated  
since 1858 

301-927-6100             
www.gaschs.com 

4739 Baltimore Avenue 
Hyattsville, MD  20781 

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $9.80 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($14.70).  
Deadline 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-
ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

AUTOMOTIVE

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA – 6 cyl., 
43K, 4 door, 4WD, excellent cond., 
short bed.  $25,000.  301-367-8270

PUBLIC AUCTION for 2007 
Mazda CX-7 Grand Touring, VIN: 
JM3ER293470108062, location: 
10111-B Bacon Dr. Beltsville, MD 
20705. Date: December 15, 2018, 9 
a.m.- 3 p.m.

HELP WANTED

LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENT 
WANTED – Evenings and week-
ends. Guaranteed income. Please 
send experience and availability to 
greenbeltbroker@gmail.com.

STYLIST & NAIL TECH.  If you 
have a good following and remain 
employed with me for the term of one 
year, I will pay a $1,000 bonus at the 
end of the first year.  Dominick’s in 
Greenbelt.  301-980-9200.

ADMINISTRATIVE/BOOKKEEP-
ING WORK – PT or FT, Lanham/
Greenbelt area.  Please call 301-
538-5911.

MERCHANDISE

FIREWOOD SALE– Pick up or 
delivery.  Any size load available.  
301-332-5209.

FOR SALE – Mahogany computer 
cabinet, 64x32x24 in. deep with 
numerous shelves, keyboard pullout 
tray & computer & printer.  Buy one 
item or all for $100 or best offer. Call 
301-805-1709.

NOTICES

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS, 
101 GREENHILL Rd @ Crescent 
Rd, Greenbelt. Weekly meeting ev-
ery Monday at 7:30 p.m. A 12-step 
support group for people with over 
and under eating and other problems 
with food. Info @ 202-362-8571 or 
240-305-3433.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installa-
tion, troubleshooting, wireless com-
puter, anti-virus, tuneup, firewall, etc. 
240-601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 
– Free estimates, fabric samples, lo-
cal business for over 30 years.  Call 
Missy, 301-345-7273.

CALL LAWN AND ORDER for 
fast leaf removal at discount pricing.  
240-264-7638.  

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Pro-
fessional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reason-
able rates!  References available.  
Patti, 301-910-0050.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 
years in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, 
bi-weekly, monthly or one time 
cleaning offered.  Local references 
and free estimates available.  Debbie, 
301-523-9884.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE EN-
GINEERING, LLC – Plumbing, 
electrical, painting, drywall, landscape 
design, flower beds, bucket truck 
services, stump grinding, pruning 
trees & removal, pole lighting, power 
washing siding & decks. Mulch & 
top soil delivery. Dkellaher@hotmail.
com. 301-318-5472. Insured.  Visa, 
MasterCard, Discover.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering.  Free esti-
mates.  MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call 
Missy, 301-345-7273.

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN 
– For facials and waxing.  301-345-
1849.

FRANK’S VIDEO CONVERSION 
– Convert VHS tapes/8mm movies/
slides to DVD. 301-809-0988, C 703-
216-7293

BUYING JUNK from basements, 
garages, attics, self-storage.  Robert, 
240-515-4700.

GREENBELT YARDMAN – Beautify 
and maintain yards.  240-605-0985

HEATING AND COOLING – We 
specialize in installing Mitsubishi 
ductless heat pump systems in Green-
belt Homes.  Call Mike at H & C 
Heating and Cooling. 301-953-2113. 
Licensed and insured since 1969.

PAINTING SERVICES –Interior/
exterior painting; drywall; repairs. 
Including sheds, fences, decks, addi-
tions. Please call 240-461-9056.  

INFANT CARE SPECIALIST – 
Licensed available full time or part 
time, 6 a.m.- midnight, seven days a 
week.  Call Angela, 301-807-0513, in 
Greenbelt. 

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete cleanout, garages, houses, 
construction, debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY HOLIDAY 
CLEANING SPECIAL. Name your 
price! Call Edward Fenwick, Green-
belt’s Carpet & Upholstery Dry Clean-
ing Specialist, with a REASONABLE 
price to schedule a guaranteed, satis-
factory cleaning that will brighten and 
disinfect the fibers, remove odors, and 
eradicate thousands of dust-mites with 
their toxic feces. Offer will expire with-
out notice, so call now! 240-484-8816.

SNOW REMOVAL – Need help keep-
ing walks & driveway clear?  240-
605-0985

mailto:greenbeltbroker@gmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
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Traditional  Monuments  Cremation
Funerals     Service

 Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

Family owned and operated
4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751 
(301) 937-1707  
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
  

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment



















  
    


   
    
     

    

    

 
     
   

    
      
     
















   
     

    
     


   
      
     

   
     


    
      


   
    


  

    

    
    


   

     

    
  
     

     

    

     
 
    

     
       



     
  
      
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6305 Ivy Lane, Suite 408, Greenbelt, MD 20770

301-220-3111

Law Offices of

Patrick J. McAndrew, LLC.

www.hearttoheartseniorcareservices.com • 301-937-7504

2 Hour Minimum • Up to 24 hours a Day • 365 Days a Year • Employee Based • Licensed • 
Insured • Bonded Workers Comp • Free Care Consultation 7 Days a Week • Established 1998

• Companionship  
• Transportation • Errands/

shopping • Light  
housekeeping 

 • Medication reminders  
• Support hospice care • 

Meal preparation • Bathing/grooming • Alzheimers’s Care

Q: How can I qualify to buy a home?  
A:Realtors work with Lenders every day and often have a great referral 
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OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 12-2PM 
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7R Research RD 2BR, 1BA 
LARGE FRAME w/ 2 STORY ADDITION! 

****  SOLD **** 
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****  Buyers Seeking  **** 
Greenbelt Detached Home or Large Coop Unit  

 

 
 

Sarah V. Liska  
Broker/Owner 
Freedom Realty 
Phone: 301.385.0523 
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www.freedomrealtymd.com 
Serving Greenbelt since 2001 
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PLAZA continued from page 1

commented on the project, and 
the Park and Recreation Advisory 
Board, which had not yet submit-
ted a review.

Tedesco opened by explaining 
that they had come not to ask 
for judgment on the draft CSP 
as such nor to ask for the city 
council’s approval on the plan at 
this point.  Their goal, he said, is 
to meet less formally with groups 
and organizations in the city in 
order to get as much feedback 
as possible while they are still 
working on the CSP.  He noted 
that one change over the last 12 
years has been the adoption in 
2013 of the Greenbelt Metro Area 
and MD 193 Corridor Sector 
Plan, so they are now trying to 
work within that framework.  The 
CSP is not required by law but 
is required by the Sector Plan.  
Their expectation is that within 
a couple of months M-NCPPC 
will forward the CSP to the city, 
at which time the developers will 
ask to return to talk with the city 
council once again. 

Staff from the city’s Depart-
ment of Planning and Community 
Development have worked with 
Quantum since before the submis-
sion of the 2006 CSP.  According 
to a memorandum written by 
Community Planner Molly Porter 
for the meeting, the 2006 CSP 
included 700 multifamily dwelling 
units at the rear of the site and 
22,000 square-feet of commercial 
space.  The current proposal is a 
mixed use, multiphase develop-
ment that includes approximately 
175-250 townhouses, 875-2250 
multifamily units, and 435,000-
700,000 square feet of commer-
cial space.  

In addition to the redevelop-
ment of the mall included in the 
draft CSP, Quantum also has a 
broader Master Development Plan 
that includes property it owns 
on the west side of Cherrywood 
Lane.  There it is proposed to 
build townhouses on the currently 
undeveloped part of Cherrywood 

Lane between Breezewood Drive 
and Greenbelt Road.  On the 
northwest corner of Cherrywood 
and Greenbelt Road, the develop-
ers propose to build a multifamily 
building with retail on the ground 
floor.

Strong Support
Although all the groups that 

had reviewed the proposal - from 
the city council and staff to the 
city boards and committees - had 
lists of concerns and reservations, 
the response to redeveloping Belt-
way Plaza was almost without  
exception strongly supportive.  It 
was generally recognized that the 
commercial market is declining 
for shopping centers and that 
Quantum is looking for a long-
term solution to turning that trend 
around for the property.

Councilmember Judith Davis 
set one bar for the discussion by 
saying that the worst scenario 
would be for Beltway Plaza to 
go out of business and that the 
new proposal is much better than 
the one the city had earlier reject-
ed.  Councilmember Leta Mach 
agreed, as did Councilmember 
Edward Putens, who added that 
none of the councilmembers in 
2006 supported the plan.

City staff and the advisory 
boards, while citing significant 
concerns, thought the redevelop-
ment of Beltway Plaza presented 
a great opportunity not only for 
Greenbelt West but for the city 
as a whole.  

That support also echoes the 
recommendation of the Sage Ad-
visory Group in its 2014 study 
to recommend strategies for eco-
nomic development in Greenbelt.  
Sage supported going back to the 
plan for redeveloping Beltway 
Plaza with mixed-use residen-
tial development supporting the 
revival of the retail center.  It 
further recommended a strong 
homeowner-occupied component.

The reservations presented to 
the developers were generally in 
accord across the groups and of-

ten followed the lead of the Plan-
ning Department’s memorandum.  
Some of the objections included 
the following:

• Strong concern about the 
impact of a project this size on 
school and transportation capac-
ity.

• Strong concern about the 
lack of large greenspaces and 
parkland for fields and recreation, 
especially given the lack of these 
at Greenbelt Station; open spaces 
were said to be too small and 
scattered. 

• A need to review the en-
tire project together, including 
the west side of Cherrywood; 
consider reserving that area as 
greenspace; consider not taking 
down woodland trees for con-
struction but redeveloping only 
already disturbed property.

• Too many townhouses; in-
clude more diverse housing types, 
including senior and affordable 
housing.

• Pay more attention to the 
Greenbelt Road frontage.

• Consider building up as a 
way to increase greenspace on 
the ground.

• Incorporate the Cherrywood 
Lane and Green Street Projects 
into the plan.

Other amenities and sugges-
tions included a shuttle to the 
Metro station, dog parks, archi-
tectural features and art for the 
blank sides of buildings, op-
tions for sustainable upgrades to 
residences, underpasses and over-
passes, and various arts activities, 
including a black box theater.

In response to comments, the 
developers maintained there are 

some large gathering spaces pro-
vided, which was not completely 
clear from the scale of the map.  
Regarding the concerns about 
traffic circulation, Tedesco replied 
that even though a traffic impact 
study is not required at this stage, 
Kapastin took the initiative to 
provide funds to undertake the 
first traffic study early, and it is 
now underway.

Mayor Emmett Jordan asked 
what proportion of the housing 
they expected to be sold rather 
than rented, but no estimates or 
guesses were available on that. 

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts did not share the optimism 
of others that this time it would 
work out well.  He said the city 
could not support 2,000 more 
residences at this location.  He 
expressed his disappointment that 
council’s advisory groups were 
not more rigorously addressing 
the impact of so many units at 
that space. 

On a more enthusiastic note, 
Franklin Park resident Ric Gor-
don declared the plan to be “a 
winner.”

“I like what I see,” he said.  
“We have to have smart growth 
for the future.” 

Councilmember Colin Byrd 
asked Kapastin why he was 
so sure this plan would work.  
Kapastin replied, “It’s working all 
over,” citing Fairfax Corner as an 
example of what they want to do.

“This has to work,” Kapastin 
said.  “We can’t go back.”

http://www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
http://www.hearttoheartseniorcareservices.com
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On Saturday, December 1, 
Mowatt Memorial United Meth-
odist Church hosted a Rise 
Against Hunger event with an 
ambitious goal – to package 
10,000 meals in two hours. More 
than 60 people showed up to 
volunteer, packing both the space 
and the meals with cheerful en-
thusiasm.

Attendees with specific func-
tions staffed a variety of tables. 
There were funnel stations where 
groups worked together to fill 
plastic bags with prepacked vi-
tamins and measured amounts of 
dehydrated soy, dehydrated veg-
etables and rice. “Rice on top!” 
was the cry as they bagged, so 
that after runners took the bags 
to the weigh stations, those at the 
weigh stations could add or re-
move a little bit of rice to ensure 
the bags weighed exactly what 
they should. 

From weigh stations the bags 
were passed across the table 
to sealers. Once the bags were 
sealed, runners took them to sta-
tions where the packaged meals 
were carefully boxed and the 
boxes sealed. A gong rang after 
every 1,000 meals, causing the 
group to break out into cheers. 

Rise Against Hunger is on a 
mission to eradicate world hunger 
by 2030. Meal-packaging events, 
such as the one held at Mowatt, 
are part of how they hope to do 
that. As their website explains, 
“Rise Against Hunger meals are 
provided in schools to encourage 
increased enrollment and atten-
dance. For adults in community 
empowerment programs, the pro-
vision of meals offsets productive 
time lost while attending training 
sessions. Meals distributed in 
hospitals and clinics may support 
patients’ nutritional needs and 
complement their treatments.” 

To host a meal-packaging 
event, two challenges must be 
met. Lisa Sedares, the pianist 
and choir director at Mowatt, first 
looked into the mission of Rise 
Against Hunger two years ago. 
“It’s so cool to package meals for 
people and the goal of stopping 
hunger by 2030 is pretty great,” 
she said. Saturday’s event was 
the second Rise Against Hunger 
event Mowatt has hosted. She 
looked into what was involved 
to host an event and learned that 
each meal costs 34 cents. Host-
ing an event also means paying 
for the meals; an organization 
that signs up to package 10,000 
meals, such as Mowatt did, also 
has to pay $3,400. “We have 
plenty of people,” Sedares said, 
“but raising the money can be 
harder. We committed to 10,000 
meals and $3,400, and we hope 
to be able to grow in the future 
and package more.”

Volunteers Beat the Clock 
In Race to End World Hunger

by Kyla Hanington

Mowatt Pastor Fay Lundin 
explained that while Mowatt is 
hosting, there is financial support 
and participation of eight cluster 
Methodist churches, including 
University United Methodist, First 
United Methodist of Hyattsville, 
Grace United Methodist, Agar 
Road United Methodist, Cheverly 
United Methodist, Good Shep-
herd United Methodist, and Lun-
din’s other congregation, College 
Park United Methodist. Lundin 
also sent notice of the event to 
Greenbelt Interfaith Leadership 
Association and the church used 
Facebook to advertise as well. 
“We have people here who have 
seen it in the News Review, on 
Facebook . . . the response is 
great!”

Participants came from all 
over Greenbelt as well as other 
parts of Maryland. Camp Springs 
resident Mary Wright explained 
that she volunteers every week-
end of December, her birthday 
month, and she signed up to 
volunteer having learned about it 
on Facebook. Taslima and Mah-
fuz Rahman, who are Muslim, 
drove down from Columbia to 
volunteer. “It’s my birthday to-
day,” explained Taslima, “and I 
wanted to volunteer at something 
that fed my soul.” Her husband 
had looked at the Rise Against 
Hunger website and learned of 
the upcoming event, so they 
signed up. “It was a pleasure, 
very good,” said Mahfuz of the 
experience.

Greenbelter Daniel Hamlin 
heard about the event at an inter-
faith Thanksgiving dinner hosted 
by the American Turkish Friend-
ship Association (ATFA) and the 
Rumi Forum in Columbia on 
November 15. “They had a won-
derful speaker from Rise Against 
Hunger – here was an opportuni-
ty to take action and only a few 
blocks from my house. Of course 
I want to participate!” he said.

Fellow Greenbelter Cheryl 
McNeal heard about the opportu-
nity on Facebook. “I just decided, 
it’s December and I want to give 
back. I decided to do something 
more physical in addition to the 
financial (giving) that I normally 
do,” McNeal said. “It’s good to 
see so many people willing to 
help out, especially the young 
kids.” Bree Lopez, who acted as 
a runner along with sons Julian 
and Brandon, said they volun-
teered to make a difference dur-
ing the holidays.

Birol Ozturk, a volunteer with 
ATFA in Columbia, brought his 
two sons, Omer and Faruk. Like 
Hamlin, he became aware of 
the event through ATFA and the 
Rumi Forum. Fellow attendee 
Mehmet Saracoglu, the Executive 
Director of Rumi Forum Mary-

land, explained that he’d been at 
Mowatt’s previous Rise Against 
Hunger event two years ago, and 
that this year the Rumi Forum 
had Rise Against Hunger’s Com-
munity Outreach Manager, Alex 
Hart, as the Keynote Speaker 
at their Community Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Dinner. “Poverty 
is one of the three social ills of 
the world,” explained Saracoglu, 
“the others are ignorance and 
disunity. So with these social ills 
. . . we need to play a part in al-
leviating with the means we have 
in our hands. The social change 
we make can have a ripple effect 
around the world.” 

Marcie Burroughs and Leilani 
McConnell, members of Good 
Shepherd United Methodist 
Church in Silver Spring, staffed 
a funnel table along with Wright 
and two young missionaries from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints (Mormons). 
Of volunteering, Burroughs said, 
“We do it for the same reason 
everybody does it, to help feed 
people,” while McConnell ex-
plained, “It feels wonderful to 
help people.” Missionary Han-
nah Shumway explained that 
this was the Mormon worldwide 
Day of Service and that the local 
congregation, Carrollton Ward, 
chose to participate in Mowatt’s 
Rise Against Hunger event. Said 
Carrollton Ward member Anton 
Rytting, “This is a great way of 
starting off the Advent season.” 

Sedares noted the diverse par-
ticipants, from Greenbelt resi-
dents, to members of different 
faith communities, to out-of-
towners who traveled to help. 
“It’s not a religious thing,” Se-
dares explained of the work, “it’s 
a humanitarian thing.” 

To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t 
Rise Against Hunger, go to  
riseagainsthunger.org. Those in-
terested in being kept informed 
of when next Mowatt will host a 
meal-packaging event can email 
Sedares at lmsedares@gmail.com 
and request they be added to her 
email list.

Foreground from left: Daniel Hamlin, Ellen Noll, Allendra Letsome, 
Pastor Sherri Wood-Powe and Findley Holland staff a station to 
package meals.

Faruk Ozturk carefully 
adjusts the amount of 
rice in a bag.

From left:  Cheryl 
McNeal, Silke Pope, 
Kanitta Saw and Omer 
Ozturk package boxes.

Mehmet Saracoglu 
stacks full boxes of 
meals.

- Photos by Kyla 
Hanington


