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What Goes On

See COUNCIL, page  12

See MULCH, page  9

See LAKE, page  8

Saturday, February 6
9 a.m. to noon, Electronics Recycling
6:30 p.m., Contra Dance Lesson followed by Dance at 7 p.m., 
Community Center
Sunday, February 7
1 to 4 p.m., Artful Afternoon, Community Center
Monday, February 8
5:30 p.m., Youth Advisory Committee Meeting, Aquatic and  
Fitness Center
8 p.m., City Council Meeting, Municipal Building, Live on Verizon 
21, Comcast 71 and Streaming at greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv
Wednesday, February 10
7:30 p.m., Advisory Planning Board Meeting, Community Center
8 p.m., Council Worksession, Manager’s Update,  
Community Center

So many factors come into 
play with decisions on replacing 
surfaces and equipment on play-
grounds in the 21st century that 
it is difficult to establish simple 
rules for what should be done, 
especially when funding is limit-
ed.  On January 13 the Greenbelt 
City Council held a worksession 
to discuss what type of surfacing 
to use during the next renova-
tion of the playground at 1 Court 
Southway.  The discussion ex-
panded to include priorities for 
other playgrounds covered under 
the city’s maintenance agree-
ment with Greenbelt Homes, Inc. 
(GHI) and other participating 
homeowners associations (HOAs).  

Although decisions are not 
made at council worksessions, 
strong feelings were expressed 
among most councilmembers 
that available funding should be 
targeted at removing the shred-
ded rubber mulch (also called 
chunk rubber) currently still in 
use as the surfacing material for 
nine city playgrounds.  Of those, 
only the playground at 1 Court 
Southway is owned by the city.  
Of the remaining eight, six are 
located in Greenbelt East (one at 

Replacing Rubber Mulch Emerges
As Top City Playground Priority

by Kathleen Gallagher

Greenwood Village, five at Wind-
sor Green) and two are owned 
by GHI.

With a touch of understate-
ment, Mayor Emmett Jordan 
started the meeting by saying 
the general topic of playground 
resurfacing has taken up a good 
deal of staff time and has been 
touched upon at a number of city 
council meetings and workses-
sions.  Study and recommenda-
tions have also been undertaken 
by the Park and Recreation Ad-
visory Board (PRAB).

Safety Concerns
The immediate issue is safety 

concerns with the shredded rub-
ber mulch.  Jordan reported that 
although $76,000 has been bud-
geted for this year to remove the 
shredded rubber and resurface the 
playground at 1 Court Southway, 
councilmembers have been di-
vided in their opinions on how to 
proceed.  Jordan asked Assistant 
City Manager David Moran, who 
has handled most of the staff 
work on this project, to give an 
overview of the options.

Moran said that, besides the 
shredded rubber mulch, the two 
options for surfacing are engi-

neered wood fiber (EWF) and 
the “poured in place” (PIP) solid 
surface.  

For the playground at 1 Court 
Southway, staff recommended 
EWF, primarily because equip-
ment on that playground is not 
yet due for replacement.  Replac-
ing equipment is a much bigger 
undertaking with PIP than with 
wood fiber.  

Jordan asked i f  there  is 
enough money budgeted to re-
place the equipment at this play-
ground now and to do the PIP 
surface.  Moran said there is not, 
since replacing the necessary 
equipment would cost another 
$30,000.

The two types of surfacing 
(EWF and PIP) differ in many 
ways, and Jordan and Moran 
ran through the litany of pros 
and cons.  PIP is more durable, 
possibly lasting up to 20 years 
and requiring little maintenance.  
Although it is thought likely to 
be the best long-term investment, 
it is substantially more expensive 
up front and can reach alarmingly 
high temperatures when exposed 
to sunlight on hot days.  

They say the third time’s the 
charm.  That was true last week 
anyway, when a storm with the 
unlikely name of Jonas chased 
the city council meeting from 
Monday to Tuesday and eventu-
ally to Thursday, January 28, 
when at last council met. 

Following expressions of 
thanks and praise by almost ev-
eryone to Public Works employ-
ees and by various individuals to 
the city manager, the residents of 
Greenbelt, the county and even—
of all things — Pepco attention 
turned to the agenda.  The first 
major item was also arguably the 
most awaited: council approval 
of the authorization to purchase 
the Greenbelt Homes, Inc. (GHI) 
house at 10-A Crescent Road.  
Other items on the agenda in-
cluded adoption of an ordinance 
to purchase and install canine turf 
at the city animal shelter and, on 
a limited basis, at the dog park.

The following topics were 
also dealt with at this meeting 
and will be covered in sepa-
rate articles: recommendations 
from the Advisory Committee on 
Education for the funding of 21 
proposals submitted by Greenbelt 
schools for a total of $9,669; dis-
cussion of legislation to be con-
sidered in the current session of 
the Maryland General Assembly; 
and a decision regarding surfac-
ing for the city playground at 1 

Snow Delays Approvals
by Kathleen Gallagher

Ridge Road house looks graceful in snow.
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Court Southway. 
10-A Crescent

At the last regular council 
meeting, an ordinance authorizing 
the purchase of the membership 
for 10-A Crescent Road from 
the estate of the Dwyer family 
for purposes of expanding the 
space available to the Greenbelt 
Museum had been introduced. 
The museum has occupied 10-B 
Crescent, the other half of the 
GHI duplex, since its purchase 
in 1987.  At a public hearing on 
the proposed purchase held at the 
same meeting, unanimous support 
was expressed by those speaking.  
As reported in last week’s issue 
of this paper, the GHI Board of 
Directors met on January 21 and 
also unanimously voted to allow 
the purchase subject to agreement 
on the commercial Mutual Own-
ership Contracts for both houses. 

With little ado, the city coun-
cil voted unanimously to au-
thorize the purchase. Following 
an expression of appreciation 
from Steven Gilbert, president of 
the board of the Friends of the 
Greenbelt Museum, Mayor Em-
mett Jordan recognized Thomas 
Dwyer, executor of his parents’ 
estate, who was in the audience. 

C i t y  M a n a g e r  M i c h a e l 
McLaughlin said Dwyer had 
been “an incredible partner to 

At its meeting next Monday, 
February 8, the Greenbelt City 
Council is expected to authorize 
signing the documents needed to 
obtain permits to dredge the lake 
forebays to improve water qual-
ity.  Council will get a chance 
later to specifically authorize the 
work after referring the plans to 
relevant city advisory boards.  

Council was briefed on the 
project at a February 1 workses-
sion.  Work could begin as early 

Forebay Dredging at Greenbelt
Lake to Start Permit Process

by Diane Oberg

The beaver pond will be one of the forebays dredged at Greenbelt Lake.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
A

M
Y 

H
A

N
SE

N

as April; however, the actual start 
time will be likely to change 
based upon when the required 
permits are obtained as well as 
conditions imposed by Green-
belt, county and state officials to 
minimize the impact on wildlife, 
among other factors.

What’s a Forebay?
The forebays are the small 

ponds just outside the lake.  One 
is located between the Braden 
Field access road and the lake; 

the other is located near Uni-
versity Square and Charlestowne 
North apartments.  By catching 
runoff on its way to the lake and 
slowing it down, these forebays 
are designed to allow sediment 
to settle, so cleaner water reaches 
the lake.  

According to Terri Hruby, as-
sistant director of planning, the 
forebays should be dredged every 
10 years. However, the forebay 

near Braden 
Fields was 
last dredged 
i n  1 9 9 9 .  
T h e  f o r e -
b a y  n e a r 
L a k e c r e s t 
D r i v e  h a s 
never been 
d r e d g e d .  
As a result, 
the forebays 
have collect-
ed so much 
s e d i m e n t 
that they are 
ineffective, 
according to 
Soltesz En-
gineering, as 
well as two 
p r e v i o u s 
s tudies  by 
city contrac-
tors. 
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SHOWTIMES
Feb 5 – Feb 11

SPOTLIGHT 
(R) (CC) (128 m.)

Fri. 6:00 PM
Sat. 1:00 PM, 6:00 PM

Sun. 1:00 PM (OC), 6:00 PM
Mon. 6:00 PM
Tues. 6:00 PM

Wed. 1:00 PM, 6:00 PM 
Thurs. 6:00 PM

THE BIG SHORT 
(R) (CC) (130 m.)

Fri. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM
Sat. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM
Sun. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM

Mon. 8:30 PM
Tues. 8:30 PM

Wed. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM
Thurs. 8:30 PM

Family Series:
2016 OSCAR NOMINATED 

ANIMATED SHORTS 
(G) (80 m.)

Sat. 11:00 AM

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org

Adults $9
Senior/Student $8, Kids $6

Members receive a $1 discount on 
all shows after 5:00 PM

All shows before 5 PM: 
Adults $7, Kids $5

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

Movies since 1938

On Screen
The Big Short - A Frenetic Journey
This film is a combination black comedy and polemic against 

big time economic crime. Set in the immediate days before the 
great financial collapse of 2008, it is a frenetic journey through that 
catastrophe as seen through the eyes of variety of people: investors, 
bankers and slick-talking high-level con men. The action takes place 
in a bewildering and rapidly changing set of venues, from executive 
penthouses to suddenly unsellable Florida housing developments. 
Much of it is very funny indeed, yet in the end the results of the 
great bust were financial disaster and huge losses for millions of 
ordinary Americans. It is an entertaining but cautionary tale that is 
likely to leave viewers with decidedly mixed emotions.

R. Running time: 130 minutes.
Peter Curtis

Blood Donation
Locations

At this time of year, inclem-
ent winter weather and seasonal 
illnesses can prevent regular do-
nors from giving, making it par-
ticularly important that healthy, 
eligible donors make an appoint-
ment to donate blood. Help the 
Red Cross maintain an adequate 
blood supply for patients locally 
and around the country by step-
ping up to give.

Upcoming opportunities in-
clude February 12 from 12:30 to 
6 p.m. in the Greenbelt Commu-
nity Center. Drives are also being 
held on February 16 from 1 to 
6:30 p.m. at the College Park 
Moose Lodge 453, 3700 Metze-
rott Road and February 26 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the University 
of Maryland School of Public 
Health, Baltimore Avenue in Col-
lege Park, as well as in District 
Heights at the Suitland Commu-
nity Center, 5600 Regency Lane, 
on February 27 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

Board Should Be 
Independent

This letter is a response to 
Kathleen Gallagher’s statement 
(December 10 Greenbelt News 
Review) that our resignation let-
ters from the Forest Preserve 
Advisory Board (board) repeat 
the same concerns we previ-
ously expressed (in our paid 
advertisements).  Not so.  In 
our advertisements we expressed 
concern that the public was not 
adequately informed or encour-
aged to participate in the selec-
tion of a vendor to conduct the 
health assessment of the Forest 
Preserve.  We resigned from the 
board, however, due to concerns 
about the way the board operates. 

The board was established to 
provide independent advice to 
the council regarding the Forest 
Preserve.  Our primary concern, 
and reason for resigning from 
the board, is that we felt in-
terference by city management 
made it impossible to provide the 
council with independent advice. 
We believe that rather than being 
an independent advisor to the 
council, the board advances the 
beliefs of a single person – the 
liaison between the board and the 
council. Nine of the 10 members 
of the board are voting members 
from the community; the tenth is 
the liaison, a non-voting member 
from the city staff whose only 
role should be to assist with 
the communication between the 
board and the council (and city 
management).  In our experience 
the liaison instead controls the 
outcome of the board’s advice 
to the council.  While we were 
on the Board, the liaison was 
the predominant person taking 
the meeting minutes and writing 
reports.  We contend that the 
liaison, rather than seek informa-
tion or facilitate discussion in 
an open-ended manner, led the 
discussion toward the liaison’s 
desired outcome. Then, during 
council meetings and workses-
sions, our observation was that 
the liaison would act as the main 
spokesperson for the board and 
do so in a manner that did not 
fairly reflect the views and con-
cerns of all board members.    

For the Greenbelt Forest Pre-
serve to be protected there must 
be an independent view that is 
NOT intertwined with city man-
agement’s view.  Councilmembers 
should encourage the independent 
advisory role of the board and 
challenge an atmosphere that 
might quash it.  As board mem-
bers, we repeatedly addressed 
the council with our concerns, 
but the council did not engage 
us in any discussion about these 
concerns. We decided that for us 

to truly advocate for the Forest 
Preserve we had to resign from 
the board.    

Donna Almquist
Yoni Siegel

Robert Snyder

Editor's Note: Every city ad-
visory board or committee has a 
liaison. The primary purpose of a 
staff liaison to an advisory board 
is to provide staff support and 
information to the board. It is not 
to be board secretary.  Because 
board members are volunteers, 
the liaison also assists with mem-
bers’ communications.

Community Service 
Holds Great Value

In last week’s News Review, 
Bob and Betty Sonneveldt wrote 
about years of community service 
and an unfortunate theft of a 
snow shovel.

Bob coached and taught team-
work. Betty taught GED classes. 
Both inspired and encouraged life 
skills that contributed greatly to 
the individuals, their families and 
our community.

The value of a snow shovel: 
trivial.

The value of the life skills 
they encouraged: enormous!

We salute their service and 
wish them peace.

David and Sandra Lange

Keep Library Open
Road crews, hospital staff and 

numerous others showed up at 
work recently when a lot of snow 
fell. But Greenbelt Library work-
ers did not. 

Perhaps some of the road crew 
persons, slightly re-trained, could 
become library staff – surely they 
would not mind shoveling a bit 
of snow so that the library could 
be open and persons could conve-
niently enter the library. 

This facility could be most 
valuable if only it were open 
when most persons are stuck at 
home when schools and work-
places are closed. The cars are 
snowed in, removing a host of 
opportunities for things to do, 
and that just increases the need 
for a functional library. Persons 
within 1/2 to 1 mile could realis-
tically walk to the library.

The library seems to be closed 
at the very times when more 
adults and children are nearby 
and needing to constructively use 
their time. 

No wonder the library was 
threatened with closure several 
years ago.

Bill Norwood

City Notes
Recreation staff attended a 

pre-proposal meeting held by 
Public Works with a mechanical 
engineer and contractors inter-
ested in submitting a proposal 
to do the HVAC improvement 
project work at the Community 
Center. Proposals are due by Feb-
ruary 12.

LOVE NOTES 
ARE COMING
See ad on page 11
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Community Events

Academy 
Stadium 

TheateRS
6198 GREENBELT ROAD

CENTER COURT OF BELTWAY PLAZA

301-220-1155
For directions visit

www.academy8theaters.com

Most features are $5.50 all day on 
Tuesdays

R = ID Required
(!) = No passes, (!!) = No passes weekend

** Add $2.00 for 3-D
* Not part of the morning and Tuesday 

discount shows

 

More Community Events 
are located throughout 

the paper.

Week of February 5

FRIDAY – SATURDAY
The Finest Hour, PG-13

11, 1:45, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50
The Boy, PG-13

11:30, 2, 4:40, 6:50, 9:05
Kung Fu Panda 3, in 3D, PG**

1:35, 4:45, 6:15, 9:30
Kung Fu Panda 3, PG

11:10, 12:05, 2:30, 4, 7, 8:30
Ride Along 2, PG-13

11, 1:45, 4:10, 7:20, 9:30
Pride, Prejudice and Zombies, 

PG-13
11:40, 2:10, 4:30, 7:30, 9:40

The 5th Wave, PG-13
11, 1:45, 4:30, 7:10, 9:50
Fifty Shades of Black, R
11:40, 2, 4:20, 7:20, 9:35

SUNDAY – WEDNESDAY
The Finest Hour, PG-13

11, 1:45, 4:30, 7:10
The Boy, PG-13

11:30, 2, 4:40, 6:50
Kung Fu Panda 3, in 3D, PG**

1:35, 4:45, 6:45
Kung Fu Panda 3, PG

11:10, 12:05, 2:30, 4, 7:15
Ride Along 2, PG-13
11, 1:45, 4:10, 7:20

Pride, Prejudice and Zombies, 
PG-13

11:40, 2:10, 4:30, 7:30
The 5th Wave, PG-13
11, 1:45, 4:30, 7:10

Fifty Shades of Black, R
11:40, 2, 4:20, 7:20

THURSDAY
Deadpool, R

7
Zoolander 2, PG-13

7
How to Be Single, R

7
The Finest Hour, PG-13

11, 1:45, 4:30, 7:10
The Boy, PG-13

11:30, 2, 4:40, 6:50
Kung Fu Panda 3, in 3D, PG**

1:35, 4:45, 6:45
Kung Fu Panda 3, PG

11:10, 12:05, 2:30, 4, 7:15
Ride Along 2, PG-13
11, 1:45, 4:10, 7:20

Pride, Prejudice and Zombies, 
PG-13

11:40, 2:10, 4:30, 7:30
The 5th Wave, PG-13
11, 1:45, 4:30, 7:10

Fifty Shades of Black, R
11:40, 2, 4:20, 7:20

For information & reservations, call 301-441-8770 or 
email: info@greenbeltartscenter.org  or 

BOOK TICKETS ONLINE at www.greenbeltartscenter.org

Choking Out the Kudzu - Apr. 10-26 - Directed by Billie Colombaro
Celtic Concert by the Homespun Ceilidh Band - May 1

Greenbelt Arts Center
5 STARS! - DCMETROTHEATERARTS.COM

COMING SOON
God: The One-Man Show - Feb 19 - 28 - Created by Rich Potter

Bad Jews - March 4 - 20 - Directed by Bob Kleinberg

 

 

Text gen layout for GAC ad, 4 columns by 5 inches for the  
January 28, 2016 edition 

 
5 STARS! – DCMETROTHEATERARTS.COM 

ZOMBIE PROM 

 

February 5 - February 13  
Friday and Saturday at 8:00  

Two new Sat Matinees: Sat, Feb 6 and Sat, Feb 13 at 2:00pm 
Sunday Matinee February 7 at 2:00 

Ticket prices: $22 General Admission, $18 Students/Seniors/Military, 
$14 Youth (12 and under with adult)  

COMING SOON: 
God: The One-Man Show - Feb 19 - 28 – Created by Rich Potter 
Bad Jews - March 4 - 20, 2016 - Directed by Bob Kleinberg 

Compost Bins 
Now Available

Greenbelt residents are invited 
to purchase a discounted compost 
bin on Friday, February 5 from 
10:30 a.m. to noon. Come to 
Greenbelt Public Works Depart-
ment at 555 Crescent Road, pass 
the chain link fence and follow 
the signs. The special price of 
$30 (for Greenbelt residents only) 
is possible thanks to a collabora-
tion with Doug Alexander from 
backyardcomposting.org and the 
Newspaper In Education Institute. 
Payment may be made with cash 
or by check made payable to NIE 
Institute.

For information on the bins 
see enviroworld.ca/environmental-
products/freegarden-earth.

GHI Notes
Thursday, February 4, 7:30 

p.m., Board of Directors Meeting 
(Open Session), Board Room

Saturday, February 6, 11 a.m., 
Pre-Purchase Orientation, Board 
Room

Monday, February 8, 7 p.m., 
Communications Committee 
Meeting, GHI Lobby

Tuesday, February 9, 7:30 
p.m., Historic Preservation Task 
Force Meeting, Board Room

Wednesday, February 10, 7:30 
p.m., Architectural Review Com-
mittee Meeting, Board Room

Thursday, February 11, 6:30 
p.m., Investment Committee 
Meeting, Board Room;

7:30 p.m., Finance Committee 
Meeting, Board Room

Friday, February 12, Office 
Closed. For emergency mainte-
nance service call 301-474-6011.

Events at MakerSpace
New things are afoot at the 

Greenbelt MakerSpace.
Friday, February 5 from 6 to 9 

p.m. is First Friday Game Night. 
Stop by to enjoy games of strat-
egy like Dominion and Settlers of 
Catan with friends and neighbors. 

Saturday, February 6 from 10 
a.m. to noon, there is a brand-
new robotics class for all ages. 
Participants will be doing the 
missions from First Lego League, 
but adults are welcome as well 
as kids; there will be advice and 
guidance along the way. 

On Tuesday, February 9, First 
Lego League has post-season 
training from 6 to 7 p.m. From 
7:30 to 9 p.m. a new Arduinos 
class will introduce participants 
(ages 12 and up) to the funda-
mentals of Arduino programming. 
The Greenbelt Biota, Greenbelt’s 
natural history society, will meet 
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, February 10 has 
Jr. Legos from 4 to 5 p.m. Chil-
dren ages 6 to 8 can participate 
in fun and exciting building chal-
lenges. There is no fee, but dona-
tions are accepted. Knit Night, 
for knitters, crocheters and other 
fibers enthusiasts, is from 7 to 
9 p.m.

City Offers Rain 
Garden Workshops

The Department of Public 
Works is offering a series of free 
workshops for those who have 
considered planting a rain garden 
but would like some help. 

The first workshop occurred in 
January. The second, on February 
27, will feature a tour of local 
rain gardens so attendees can 
view displays and talk with local 
landscapers. The third, a Rain 
Garden Clinic on March 19, will 
allow attendees to get real-time 
help with rain garden design and 
a Rain Check Rebate application.

All workshops are held at 
the Public Works Office, 555 
Crescent Road; door prizes and 
refreshments will be offered. 
Register at: signupgenius.com/
go/20f084eaaa72eaaff2-rain.

Computer Club Meets
The Greenbelt Computer Club 

will hold its monthly meeting on 
Thursday, February 11 from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the Community Cen-
ter, Room 112. Everyone is wel-
come to discussions of the latest 
in consumer electronics, com-
puters, tablets and basic trouble 
shooting of Windows computers.

Golden Age Club
by Bunny Fitzgerald

Old man winter arrived with a 
blizzard and a bang. The Golden 
Age Club had to cancel its last 
session. When the schools are 
closed, there is no meeting. It’s 
not safe for kids or seniors to be 
walking or driving.

On Wednesday, February 10 
the program will be Your Scents 
and More. There will be a birth-
day lunch on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 17.

The anniversary lunch will be 
on April 20 at the Holiday Inn, 
College Park. Dues must be paid 
by that date.

Many thanks to the City 
of Greenbelt for the great job 
plowing the streets and clearing 
walks. It was so special to have 
neighbors help with shoveling, 
cleaning cars and joining to help 
friends and strangers.

Greenbelt is great even when 
covered with snow.

Climate Change
Talk Rescheduled

The talk on Climate Change 
and the Future of Food originally 
scheduled for January 28, will 
now take place on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 11 at 7:30 p.m. at Mishkan 
Torah Synagogue. 

Lewis H. Ziska, Ph.D., a plant 
physiologist with the USDA’s 
Agricultural Research Service in 
Beltsville and a contributor to 
the 2014 International Panel on 
Climate Change report, will pres-
ent an overview of the impact on 
food security of changes in atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide. He will 
also discuss adaptation strategies 
as a possible means of maintain-
ing agricultural production in the 
future.

The synagogue is located at 
10 Ridge Road. Hosted by Mish-
kan Torah’s Social Action Com-
mittee, the talk is free and open 
to the public. Light refreshments 
will be served. For more informa-
tion, email socialaction@mishkan-
torah.org.

Star Party Saturday
The Astronomical Society of 

Greenbelt will host a star party 
on Saturday evening, February 
6, at the Observatory, located at 
Northway Fields. Attendees may 
see the Orion Nebula, the Little 
Dumbbell Nebula and the An-
dromeda Galaxy with the obser-
vatory telescope and are welcome 
to set up their own telescopes on 
the hill. Uranus will be up and 
the Moon will not, so it will be 
dark.

Observing will begin at around 
6:30 p.m. and continue for about 
two hours. There is no fee for the 
event, which is open to the pub-
lic. Attendees are asked to park 
in the ballfield lot, not up on the 
hill, unless bring-
ing a telescope. 
The star party will 
be canceled with-
out notice if it is 
hopelessly cloudy.

Menu for Senior
Nutrition Program

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon. Meals 
must be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food 
is ordered. Call 301-397-2208 
ext 4215.

All meals include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 
Menus for the week of February 
8 are as follows:

Monday, February 8: Cran-
berry juice, meatloaf with gravy, 
garlic whipped potatoes, sliced 
carrots, wheat roll, fruit cocktail.

Tuesday, February 9: Grape 
juice, chicken sausage gumbo, 
brown rice, mixed greens, corn-
bread, fresh fruit.

Wednesday, February 10: Ap-
ple juice, cheese omelet with 
cheese sauce, O’Brien hash 
browns, stewed tomatoes, biscuit, 
fresh fruit.

Thursday, February 11: Pine-
apple juice, cranberry Dijon 
chicken, au gratin potatoes, Brus-
sels sprouts, wheat roll, heavenly 
fruit salad.

Friday, February 12: Orange 
juice, baked pollock 
with pesto sauce, oven 
roasted potatoes, green 
beans, wheat roll, ap-
plesauce.

Contra Dance!
The Greenbelt Recreation De-

partment is co-sponsoring its 
first 2016 Contra Dance with 
the Folklore Society of Greater 
Washington, on Saturday, Febru-
ary 6 at the Community Center 
gym. The dance begins at 7 p.m. 
and welcomes beginners as well 
as experienced dancers. Beginner 
lessons will start at 6:30 p.m.  
Perry Shafran will be calling the 
music of Triple Helix. 

Contra dance is danced to 
live music which can have an 
array of instruments depending 
on the band. There is a caller 
who calls the dance by doing 
a “walk through” before each 
dance.  Once you get the moves 
for the dance, the pattern just 
repeats itself. At the beginning 
of each evening dance, there is 
a 30-minute lesson to go over all 
the basic steps that will be called.

Come on out and enjoy this 
f u n  a n d  s o c i a l 
dance! Call 240-
542-2054 for more 
information. There 
is a fee.  

Exploring Valentine’s
Day History

Explorations Unlimited wel-
comes Sha’keira Rooks, a senior 
therapeutic recreation student at 
Winston-Salem State University, 
on Friday, February 5. She will 
be discussing the history behind 
Valentine’s Day and how it has 
evolved today. 

Rooks is a therapeutic recre-
ation intern at the Community 
Center. She enjoys working with 
the aging population. She has 
volunteered for numerous agen-
cies and loves helping others. 
She will obtain her bachelor of 
science degree in therapeutic rec-
reation in May.  

Explorations Unlimited is held 
every Friday from 1 to 3 p.m. at 
the Community Center. This pre-
sentation will be held in Room 
201. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and questions are always 
encouraged. Call 301-397-2208 
for more information.
Karen Haseley, CTRS, Certified 

Ageless Grace Trainer

The Plots Thicken
The Greenbelt Community 

Garden Club’s annual plot as-
signment meeting will take place 
Monday, March 7.  The meeting 
will be held in the Community 
Center in Room 114 starting at 
7:30 p.m.   If you had a plot in 
previous years and wish to retain 
your plot and are not able to at-
tend, please contact your garden 
coordinator. Contact 
Martha Tomecek at 
301-614-0691 if you 
have any questions.
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ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
www.greenbeltumc.org   301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor  

Worship Service 10 a.m.
Come and give thanks with us

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff, Pastor

Greenbelt Community Church
1 Hillside (at Crescent Road)

Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Sunday Worship
10:15 a.m.

Come worship God with us! 
Sunday School 9:45AM 

Worship Service 11:00AM 

101	
  Greenhill	
  Road, Greenbelt,	
  MD	
  20770	
  
(301) 474-­‐4212	
  	
  	
  www.

	
   
greenbeltbaptist.org	
  

February 7           10 a.m.
“Who Speaks for Whom? Moral Dimensions of the 

Right to Communicate”

Carolyn Byerly; with Carol Boston, Worship Associate; Dayna Edwards, Director of 
Multigenerational Religious Exploration

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

  Mishkan Torah Congregation
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

Rabbi Jonathan Cohen    Cantor Phil Greenfield

Friday evening services 8:00 PM, except first Friday of the 
month, when children's service begins at 7:30 PM  

Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Children's Education, Adult Education, Socal Action, etc.
For further information call 301 474-4223 www.mishkantorah.org
Conservative and Reconstructionist

Obituaries
Our deepest sympathy goes to 

the friends and family of John 
O’Brien, who died earlier this 
week.

Condolences to the family 
and friends of Terry Mangum 
who died at home on January 
26, 2016.  We were saddened 
to learn of the death of Esther 
Yalowitz who died in Seattle on 
January 22, 2016.  Our sympathy 
to the family and friends of Kath-
leen McKinney Pantano who died 
on December 31, 2015.  

Elizabeth M. Jay of Ridge 
Road, a longtime volunteer with 
the Prince George’s County Me-
morial Library System and long-
time resident of Greenbelt, was 
recently moved from the intensive 
care unit at the Washington Hos-
pital Center in Washington, D.C., 
to the Cherry Hill Nursing Cen-
ter in Laurel.  A long recovery 
is anticipated before she is well 
enough to come home. She will 
not be able to bring books to the 
homebound until further notice. 

Welcome to Greenbelt, McK-
enna Elizabeth Lynch. McK-
enna was born on January 29, 
2016, to happy parents Kim Rush 
Lynch and Joe Lynch. McKenna’s 
grandfather is Jim Lynch, and her 
aunt Mary Ann Baker and uncle 
Bob Baker also live in Greenbelt.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones or news for the next 
Our Neighbors column. To send 
information for Our Neighbors, 
email editor@greenbeltnewsre-
view.com or leave a message at 
202-957-3072.

- Karen Yoho

Esther Yalowitz

Esther Yalowitz, 90, long-time 
resident of Greenbelt from 1979 
to 2010, died in Seattle on Janu-
ary 22, 2016, after a long and 
valiant battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease. A private family service 
was held at the Seattle Jewish 
Chapel. 

Esther was born Esther Falkoff 
in Chicago on May 12, 1925. 
She attended high school in Chi-
cago and had the honor of being 
valedictorian of her high school 
class. Esther majored in philoso-
phy at the University of Illinois 
in Champaign-Urbana and went 
on to earn her master’s degree in 
psychology from the University 
of Chicago.

Esther married Jerome Yalow-
itz in 1950. They raised three 
children in Peoria, Ill. Esther had 
a lifelong successful career as 
a school psychologist in Peoria 
and in Prince Georges County. 
She also taught German at the 
high school level and worked as 
a psychologist at Bradley Univer-
sity in Peoria.

Mrs. Yalowitz loved the arts, 
especially theater and dance. She 
was a Life Master bridge player 
and a competitive swimmer, win-
ning many medals in swimming 
competitions. She swam almost 
daily at the Aquatic and Fitness 
Center pool. She was an avid 
reader and loved to travel. Mrs. 
Yalowitz will be remembered as 
a fighter for human rights, an 
advocate for those less fortunate 
and a true lover of humanity. 
She was a lifelong learner, took 
many classes at the University of 
Maryland and was an avid sports 
fan, especially of the Maryland 
Terrapins.

Her spirit and love of life 
will be treasured by her children, 
Rhoda Schwartz; Ken (Jan) Ya-
lowitz; and Jean (Dan) Bennett 
and her six grandsons, Kevan 
(Grace) and James Yalowitz; Jus-
tin and Kevin Schwartz; and Karl 
and Kurt Bennett.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation of Amer-
ica. Condolences may be left in 
Mrs. Yalowitz’ online guestbook 
at yourtribute.com.

Kathleen McKinney 
Pantano

Kathleen McKinney Pantano, 
of Front Royal, Va., formerly of 
Greenbelt, died December 31, 
2015, at the age of 56 from brain 
cancer. 

Mrs. Pantano had a distin-
guished and accomplished ca-
reer in the food and restaurant 
industry, working at the presti-
gious restaurant Palladin by Jean 
Louis in the Watergate Hotel and 
serving as food and beverage 
manager for the St. Regis Hotel, 
among other positions she held in 
Washington, D.C.

After moving to Front Royal 
in 2005, Mrs. Pantano was a vice 
president for Blue Ridge Oppor-
tunities, a non-profit organization 
serving individuals with disabili-
ties. There she was beloved by 
clients and staff alike. She served 
on the board of the United Way 
and volunteered for a number of 
organizations in Front Royal.

Known for her keen wit and 
sharp intellect, Mrs. Pantano 
had a boundless and contagious 
zest for life that inspired and 
positively influenced her friends, 
colleagues and community. An 
avid reader and gifted storyteller, 
she was a natural entertainer 
and consummate host. A wicked 
Scrabble player, she provided 
fierce competition and left most 
of her opponents in the dust.

Although she was a tough, 
no-nonsense character, she was 
truly soft as a lamb in spirit and 
in heart. Mrs. Pantano will be 
remembered widely and fondly 
by those who were privileged to 
know and love her.

Mrs. Pantano is survived by 
her husband Marco Pantano, 
daughter Gigi Pantano, as well 
as her parents Haven and Noreen 
McKinney of Greenbelt and her 
five siblings, John M. McKinney, 
Virginia Brown, Jackie McKin-
ney, Lori Wyant and Kim Mck-
inney.

- Haven McKinney

Mowatt Lent Kickoff
Let’s begin Lent together.  

Mowatt UMC will celebrate 
Shrove Tuesday with a pancake 
supper on February 9 from 5 
until 7 p.m.  The Ash Wednesday 
service will be at College Park 
UMC, 9601 Rhode Island Avenue 
at 7 pm. 

Esther Yalowitz 
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Terry Mangum, a 
member of a family 
whose roots here an-
chor a good portion 
of the Greenbelt tree 
of life, died peacefully 
in his apartment on 
January 26, 2016.  He 
suffered the debilitat-
ing effects of being 
confined to a wheel-
chair for more than 
40 years from an auto 
accident.  He met his 
wife Marta, who was 
his therapist, following that ac-
cident. 

The past few years saw mul-
tiple trips to the hospital and 
stays in rehabilitation facilities, 
according to his mother, Joyce 
Mangum.  His brother Bruce 
remarked that each bout took a 
little more out of Terry until there 
wasn’t much to sustain him.  One 
of his most fervent wishes was to 
die at home.  He was 67.  

Terry attended Greenbelt Cen-
ter School, Greenbelt Junior High 
and graduated from High Point 
High School in 1966.  After 
graduation, he went to work with 
computers at NASA.  He then 
served in the Army, working with 
computers there as well.  After 
his discharge, he drove tractor-
trailers and dump trucks for Sun-
ny’s Building Supply in Berwyn.  

Bruce declared that Terry en-
joyed music and had a deep 
love of competitive sports.  It 
was not surprising, then, that 
Terry worked at the Greenbelt 

In Memoriam

Chuck Ashurst
It is with sadness that the 

members of the Greenbelt Com-
munity Garden Club learned of 
the passing of Chuck Ashurst. 
Chuck was an active member 
of the club for over 20 years. 
His ever-present good nature, 
willingness to share, efforts that 
benefited others in the club and 
volunteer spirit will be greatly 
missed.

- Bob Trumbule
Greenbelt Community Garden 

Club, Hamilton Gardens  
Co-coordinator

In Memoriam

Terry “Coach” Mangum 
by Rick Ransom

R e c r e a t i o n  D e -
partment.  It was 
there that he at-
tained his nickname 
of Coach.  Bruce 
related that Terry 
coached him and 
Doug as teenagers.  
He had coached 
Little League when 
he was stationed at 
McDill Air Force 
Base in Florida.  
H e  s u b s e q u e n t -
ly coached men’s 

touch football and softball from 
his wheelchair after he was pre-
vented from playing by the paral-
ysis of his lower body.  He made 
such a mark on his players and 
coworkers and others he coun-
seled that a plaque was installed 
at the Youth Center in the Hall of 
Fame honoring his service to the 
Recreation Department. 

Terry also worked with the 
City of Greenbelt to implement 
provisions of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act after it was 
passed by Congress.  From his 
experience with disability, he 
could provide advice on how to 
accommodate wheelchairs.  Terry 
later took a job with the Mary-
land State Highway Administra-
tion.  He drove his car with the 
help of a holder on the car roof 
that stored his wheelchair.  He 
retired at 60. 

Bruce noted that Terry refused 

See MANGUM, page  9

Terry Mangum
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City Information
VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES

Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.  
There are currently vacancies on: Arts Advisory Board, Forest 
Preserve Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Sustainability, Park and Recreation Advisory 

Board and Senior Citizens Advisory Board 
For information call 301-474-8000.

VISIT OUR ADOPTABLE 
PETS  

Greenbelt Animal Shelter 
550-A Crescent Road  

301-474-6124
Open Wednesdays 4-7pm and 

Saturdays 9am-12pm 
Fiona is a female tuxedo kitten with 
a spinal cord injury. She is sweet 
but also feisty. A company donated 

a special cart for her hind legs, which she will be able to use 
once she reaches five pounds in weight. Visit Fiona and all her 
friends at the Greenbelt Animal Shelter!

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! See pets at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/animalshelter

MEETINGS FOR WEEK OF FEBRUARY 8-12 

Monday, February 8 at 5:30pm, YOUTH ADVISORY  
COMMITTEE, Greenbelt Aquatic and Fitness Center, 101 
Centerway

Monday, February 8 at 8:00pm, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING, Greenbelt Municipal Building, 25 Crescent Road. 
Live on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and streaming at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv

Wednesday, February 10 at 7:30pm, ADVISORY PLAN-
NING BOARD,  Greenbelt Community Center, 15 Crescent 
Road. On the Agenda: Greenbelt Auto and Truck Application – Re-
vision to a certified non-conforming gas station to add a 12x20 SF 
shed and Update Planning Projects – Greenbelt Station, GSA-FBI, 
Renard-METRO, Economic Development, Anticipated Projects in 
FY 2017

Wednesday, February 10 at 8:00pm, COUNCIL WORK 
SESSION re: City Manager’s Update Greenbelt Commu-
nity Center, 15 Crescent Road.

The schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that 
a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000.

For more information on City Activities, Services and 
Events, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov

Follow cityofgreenbelt on Facebook!
We are also on Twitter and Instagram at

@cityofgreenbelt

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6 from 9am- 12 noon

Public Works Yard, 555 Crescent Road
City residents can recycle old and/or unwanted computers 
and other electronic items. Accepted items include: TVs, 
CPUs, monitors, keyboards, mice, printers, laptop com-
puters, recording equipment, speakers, scanners, surge 
protectors, wires and power cords, fax machines, cam-
eras, telephones, radios, DVD players, VCRs, batteries 
taped on one end, expanded polystyrene (block “Styro-
foam” #6) – NO cups, egg-cartons, nor food trays.

 PLEASE CALL IN ADVANCE IF YOU WANT TO DROP-OFF 
OF MORE THAN 10 ITEMS, IF YOU HAVE MULTIPLE  

STYROFOAM PIECES, OR ITEMS OVER 50 LBS.  

For further information, contact the 
Greenbelt Sustainability Office at 240-542-2153

AN ARTFUL  
AFTERNOON

Sunday, February 7 from 1-4pm
Greenbelt Community Center, 15 

Crescent Road
1–3 pm: Art Workshop. Make a wintry 
scene w/artist Janna Riley.
3pm: Free performance of The Jester’s 
Box by Blue Sky Puppet Theatre. 
Also: Art gallery exhibit featuring cos-

tumes, props and puppets from Greenbelt Recreation Depart-
ment performing arts programs, Artists in Residence open 
house and sale, Artist Mary Gawlik will be having a special sale 
of her first quality, older pieces in room 302, Greenbelt Museum 
exhibit, and Museum tours at 10-B from 1-5pm for a nominal 
fee. Info: 301-397-2208. 

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING
Municipal Building, February 8, 2016 – 8:00 p.m.

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be approved 
as recommended by staff, subject to removal from the Consent 
Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
- Presentations
   Anacostia Trails Heritage Area
-  Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the 
City Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing 
Rules.)
 - * Minutes of Council Meetings
-  Administrative Reports
- *Committee Reports

LEGISLATION 
-  An Ordinance to Make a Supplemental Appropriation in the 
General Fund in the Amount of Two Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($200,000) for the Acquisition of Unit 10-A Crescent Road to 
Become Part of the Greenbelt Museum   -  1st Reading

OTHER BUSINESS
-  PG/MC 111-2016
-  Alcoholic Beverage License Application – Mission BBQ
- Red Light Camera Contract
-  Greenbelt Station Phase III
-  Conditional Approval of Permit Applications for Greenbelt 
Lake Forebay Dredging Projects
- State Legislation
- Council Reports
- * Park and Recreation Advisory Board, Report #2016-1  
    (Recognition Group Application)
- * Appointment to Greenbelt Green Team

MEETINGS
NOTE:  This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change. Regular Coun-
cil meetings are open to the public, and all interested citizens are invit-
ed to attend.  If special accommodations are required for any disabled 
person, please call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the meeting 
day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or e-mail  
cmurray@greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk. New Weight Equipment to be Installed at  

Greenbelt Aquatic and Fitness Center
Due to the snowstorm, the installation of new flooring and 
weight equipment was been re-scheduled.   The weight 
room will be closed starting Monday, February 8 with an 

estimated re-opening on Friday, February 12.

Contra Dance
Saturday, February 6 

Greenbelt Community Center,  
15 Crescent Rd.

Lesson: 6:30pm Dance: 7:00pm-9:45pm
Perry Shafran calling to the music of 

Triple Helix
$10 (cash at door) General Admission  

(Ages 18 and under $5.00; 6 and under (Free).
(301) 397-2208 for more information

Come out and Join FIT ‘N’ FUN CARDIO  
Participants experience a variety of cardio including dance, 
boot camp, weights and floor work set to great music! You will 
need to bring weights, water and a mat, jump rope is optional.

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from
10:00am-11:15am at Greenbelt Community Center

Drop-in: R: $4, NR $5   Instructor: Judy Cocchiaro

GROUP DESIGNATION APPLICATIONS 
NOW ON-LINE 

For FY 17 the City of Greenbelt’s Contribution, Recognition 
and Civic Group applications are now available online at www.

greenbeltmd.gov.  Please contact the Recreation Department at 
301-397-2200/gvarda@greenbeltmd.gov for more information

Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

At the Library
Monday, February 8: Chinese/

English Preschool Storytime, 4:30 
p.m., for ages 3 to 5, limit 20 
people. This bilingual storytime 
includes children’s stories, songs, 
rhymes and other activities in 
Chinese and English. 

Tuesday, February 9: Books 
at Bedtime, presented by the 
Prince George’s County Infants 
and Toddlers Program, 7 p.m., for 
ages birth to 3, limit 20 people. 
Families are encouraged to come 
start their bedtime routines with 
us. This is an opportunity for 
children under three with special 
needs, along with their family 
and friends, to participate in story 
time, music and motor activi-
ties. (This will continue monthly 
through Tuesday, June 14.)

Wednesday, February 10: 
Preschool Storytime, 10:15 and 
11:15 a.m., for ages 3 to 5, limit 
20 people. Thursday, February 
11: Baby Storytime, 10:15 a.m., 
for ages 12 to 24 months, limit 
20 people; Baby Laptime Story-
time, 11:15 a.m., for ages birth 
to 12 months, limit 20 people; 
Toddler Storytime, 4:15 p.m., for 
ages 2 to 3, limit 20 people.

Teen Writers Club
Monday, February 8, 6:30 

p.m., ages 13 to 18. Meet other 
teens who share an interest in 
writing. Learn how to improve 
writing, try new approaches and 
meet authors and other experts in 
the publishing field. 

Crazy 8s Season 1 (Encore)
Tuesday, February 9: 4 p.m., 

for grades K to 2, limit 25 stu-
dents; 5 p.m., for grades 3 to 5, 
limit 25 students. Crazy 8s is a 
new after-school math club de-
signed to get kids fired up about 
math. Every week Crazy 8ers 
build stuff, run and jump, make 
music and make a mess – all 
while bonding with new friends 
over math. Sessions will run 
weekly on Tuesday afternoons 
through March 8. Advance regis-
tration for the entire eight-session 
season is required. Contact the 
information desk for details and 
to register at 301-345-5800.

Pins and Needles
Tuesday, February 9, 6:30 

p.m. Bring the stitching projects 
you’d love to finish. All stitchers 
are welcome.

On Tuesday, February 9 at 7 
p.m. African American Dressmak-
ers and Designers, 1860-Present, 
presented by Rosemary Reed 
Miller, will be the next session 
of the Winter 2016 season of the 
African History and Culture Se-
ries organized by historian C.R. 
Gibbs. Other sessions will be 
presented in commemoration of 
Black History Month on Tuesday 
evenings through March 1.

LOVE NOTES 
♥ ARE COMING ♥

See ad on page 11
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Obesity is often linked to diabetes, sleep apnea, heart disease and many other conditions. Bariatric surgery may help.

Doctors Community Hospital’s Bariatric and Weight Loss Center provides professional, innovative and compassionate 
care to support people during their weight loss journeys. In fact, we were the first hospital in Prince George’s County to 
offer minimally invasive bariatric surgery using the daVinci® robotic surgical system. This type of surgery may result 
in reduced pain, shorter hospitalization and faster recovery. 

Our comprehensive program provides:
:   Experienced surgeons and a compassionate medical team
:	 	Access to weight management and behavior modification therapy
:	 Advanced bariatric surgery technology
:	 Dedicated bariatric suites
:	  Access to additional services — Joslin Diabetes Center, Sleep Center,  

Comprehensive Orthopedic Services and others — all conveniently located at  
Doctors Community Hospital to further your overall health goals 

If you are an adult who is at least 30 pounds overweight, call us today to learn whether 
bariatric weight loss surgery is right for you! We accept most insurance plans and  
welcome new patients.  

301-DCH-4YOU    |  301-324-4968   |  DCHweightloss.org

Looking Great Never Felt So Good
Weight Loss Surgery Helps to Improve Overall Health.   

It May Reduce or Eliminate the Need for Some Medications.

Bariatric and Weight Loss Center
8116 Good Luck Road
Professional Office Building
Suite 210
Lanham, Maryland 20706
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Ping Pong Exhibition and Competition
Saturday, February 6th • 1:00 to 4:00 PM

Join us for a Table Tennis Challenge, see if you can beat our local pro Navin 
Kumar for prizes and to support the Michael J. Fox Parkinson’s Foundation.

Navin Kumar 

Member of the US Para-Olympian
National Table Tennis Program

Known as the “Bionic Man”, Navin is the 
first Parkinson’s athlete in history to 
represent the USA in international table 
tennis competitions as part of the 
Paralympic Program. Navin is also a 5 
time open-heart surgery survivor with 

mechanical heart, pacemaker and other 
artificial components.Major Sponsors MajorSponsors

Merchants Association

Table Tennis
Tournament

Sandy Spring Bank -Beltway Plaza

Beltway Plaza Mall, 6000 Greenbelt Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770,
Phone: (301) 345-1500  •  www.beltwayplazamall.com

9223 Baltimore Ave. College Park, MD 20740
One mile north of the University of Maryland (Next to Proteus Bicycles)

301-474-7000 • 1-800-671-6934 • www.woodsflowersandgifts.com

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts
Fresh Flowers • Beautiful Roses • Plants 

Fruit & Snack Baskets • Dish Gardens • Gifts
Orchid Plants • Cards • Silk Flowers 

   Stuffed Animals • Balloons

Family-owned and operated since 1938
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Nearly 100 hardy souls packed 
the back room of the New Deal 
Café on a freezing Monday night, 
Martin Luther King Day, January 
18 for the Reel and Meal’s pre-
sentation of Cracking the Codes: 
The System of Racial Inequity.

After feasting on Chef Karim’s 
and Maria’s Lebanese cuisine, the 
eclectic crowd, including perhaps 
one quarter African-Americans in 
an otherwise white crowd, some 
academics, musicians, clergy, and 
even a few aging, paunchy pony-
tailed hippies watched the movie 
and participated in a crackling Q 
and A session afterwards.

Cracking the Codes challenges 
us to talk about the causes and 
consequences of systemic in-
equality.  Designed for dialogue, 
the film “works to disentangle 
internal beliefs, attitudes and 
pre-judgments through spoken 
stories and monologues from 24 
racial justice leaders represent-
ing the racial and ethnic fabric 
of the U.S.,” according to Susan 
Barnett’s eloquent program notes. 

Erica Huggins described her 
gradual awakening to the strong 
Spanish colonial bias of the “wa-
tered down, bleached history” 
taught to her in Puerto Rico. 
“I was so pissed off,” she said 
bluntly, calmly.

Even white pro-Obama vot-
ers can have a subconscious bias 
against blacks, another commen-
tator claimed. “We have a sense 
of always being right, a sense of 
internalized white superiority. We 
attribute our success to rugged 
individualism, when institutional 
safety nets help us enormously.  
Bootstrapping your way to suc-
cess is a myth.”

Another commentator spoke of 
the “opportunity structure” which 
helps whites. “I don’t have to 
think about my entitlements. I 
have my entitlements because I 
am white, educated, born in the 
U.S.A. We should use our white 
privilege to make a wrong system 
right.”

The movie also made the 
point that our society is systemi-
cally rigged. That, for example, 
segregated housing creates seg-
regated schools which, in turn, 
translates into an inferior educa-
tion.

Greenbelter Thomas Mays, 
Program Director of Disabil-
ity Support Services at Prince 
George’s Community College, 
skillfully conducted a rich dis-

A Review

“Cracking the Codes” Sparks Conversation
by Jim Link

cussion prompted by the movie. 
He jump-started a wealth of an-
ecdotes by explaining that at the 
age of 12 he was puzzled by his 
(black) father’s warning not to 
sit at his white employer’s dining 
table if asked to come in from 
doing yard work to lunch with 
the family. Accept a snack, but 
don’t break bread at “their” fam-
ily meal.

Paul Mitchell, a young black 
Bowie State University graduate 
and musician said that “black 
men aren’t supposed to be smart; 
my peers urged me not to go to 
college, just create rap.” Mitchell 
believes in cultivating W.E.B. 
du Bois’s The Talented Tenth of 
elite back achievers. “There are 
very few positive stereotypes for 
black men. Even Minister Louis 
Farrakhan said that it’s an unfor-
tunate fact that ‘You hate your 
black self.’”

A black engineer commented 
that “it will probably take us 
decades to change that mind set.”

Another audience member ex-
plained that blacks can’t relate to 
the mega-stardom of many black 
achievers like Lebron James, 
Halle Berry or Beyoncé. He went 
on to say that racism puts blacks 
into boxes of falsely defined 
identities like athlete, rapper, 
druggie. “Seeing not much else, 
youth buy into it and adopt pho-
ny selves,” he said.  

Dr. Eva Griffin, a retired 
Prince George’s County high 
school English teacher, was a 
teenage military brat whose par-
ents were stationed in Montana. 
As the only black in many of 
her classes, she attracted plenty 
of curiosity. “Don’t assume that 
all white people are suspicious or 
racist. I was okay with being a 
spokesperson for blacks, a good 
negro,” she chuckled.

A white graduate of historical-
ly black Bowie State University 
said she cherished her four years 
there. “It was a transformative 
experience. I was well-treated and 
learned so much I couldn’t have 
learned anywhere else.”

Rev. Dr. Robin Gorsline, elab-
orating on the fact that race is a 
socially fabricated construct, said 
that “We who think we’re white 
must talk about this (the system 
of racial inequity) much more.  
Even though we’re not white, we 
must have honest conversations 
especially among whites, but also 
with people of color. We owe it 

to ourselves to have clear, honest 
conversations.”

The sponsors deserve kudos 
for showing such an insightful 
film which stimulated such warm, 
thoughtful responses: Prince 
George’s County Peace and Jus-
tice Coalition, Green Vegan Net-
working, the Baha’i Community 
of Greenbelt and the Beaverdam 

Philharmonic Concert
Comes to Greenbelt

This is the 50th season of the 
Prince George’s Philharmonic in 
Bowie, and now they are coming 
to Greenbelt.  The Philharmonic 
is teaming up with the concert 
choir of the Suitland High School 
of the Performing Arts. They will 
perform together on Saturday, 
February 13 at 8 p.m. in the 
auditorium of Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School. A repeat perfor-
mance is scheduled for Sunday, 
February 14 at 3 p.m. at Suitland 
High School. 

The Philharmonic is known 
for its active educational work 
with music students in county 
schools; these concerts will fea-
ture its annual “side-by-side,” 
whereby selected instrumental 
students will perform as part of 
the orchestra. Approximately 20 
county students will play with the 
orchestra in Chabrier’s popular 
Espaňa, the opening piece in the 
concert. 

A significant number of the 
side-by-side performers are Elea-
nor Roosevelt students and quite 
a few members of the Philhar-
monic are Greenbelt residents as 
well.

In addition to the Chabrier, the 
February program will include the 
Gloria by Francis Poulenc, Mo-
zart’s Regina Coeli and Mendels-
sohn’s Symphony No. 4. There is 
an admission fee for adults, but 
tickets are free for those 18 or 
younger.

Greenbelter Thomas Mays leads the discussion. 

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
JI

M
 L

IN
K

Creek Watershed Watch Group.
Almost 50 years after his 

death, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s words, quoted early in 
the evening, still ring true: “Our 
loyalties must become ecumeni-
cal; we must develop a world 
perspective. We are caught in an 
inescapable web of mutuality, tied 
in a single garment of destiny.”
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Greenbelt Access Television, Inc. (GATe)
2nd Floor, Greenbelt Community Center, Suite 204
www.greenbeltaccesstv.org • Studio: 301-507-6581

Do you have a video project that will serve or 
promote the Greenbelt Community?

Apply for the
Thomas X. White Memorial Scholarship!!

The winning recipient will receive a 2016 membership, 
training for the Canon cameras and Adobe Premiere Pro 

or Final Cut Pro X non-linear editing software training.

GATe is now accepting applications through Mon, Feb. 29th
.

Guidelines are on the GATe website. The scholarship is 
open to all Greenbelt residents and Greenbelt organizations

See what’s showing on Comcast 77 and Verizon FiOS 19 by 
visiting www.greenbeltaccesstv.org and click on “Channel” 

Utopia Film Festival Presents
Sunday, Feb. 7th & Wednesday, Feb. 10th

Beginning at 8 PM 

 “Being Lincoln (2008)” and
“Charles Herbert Flowers Interview (2006)” 

On Greenbelt Access Television, Inc. (GATe)
Comcast 77 & Verizon Fios 19 Channels

What is Planned?
Neil Weinstein, executive di-

rector, Low-Impact Development 
Center, explained why the work 
is needed.  Sediment carries a 
lot of phosphorus from fertilizers 
and other sources.  This phos-
phorus, which now gets into the 
lake rather than settling in the 
forebays, makes the lake “green, 
smelly and slimy.”  After dredg-
ing, sediment will once again 
settle out before runoff reaches 
the lake, thus improving water 
quality.  

Ken Dunn, managing member 
of Soltesz, said the plan is to re-
move 2,400 cubic yards of sedi-
ment.  They will retain the trees 
on the edge of the forebays to 
the extent possible, though some 
will be removed to make room 
for the equipment.  Vegetation on 
the banks will be removed and 
replaced when the work is done.  

Workers will remove and 
transport as many amphibians 
(frogs, toads and salamanders) 
as they can find to other areas 
of the lake.  When the work is 
completed, they will be moved 
back to the forebays.  

Dunn said that it is essential 
that most of the mammals in the 
area leave the forebays during the 
work and some initial destruc-
tion of their habitat provides the 
impetus to achieve this naturally.  
He observed, however, that the 
animals are used to such tempo-
rary disruptions and will come 
back, noting he has removed 
beavers from storm water man-
agement areas only to have them 
return the following year.   

Peter Littleton, operations 
manager at Corvias Solutions, 
projected that the work would 
take about three months follow-
ing an extensive vetting process 
including county regulatory re-
view, state regulatory review, 
Greenbelt regulatory review and 
review by the U.S. Soil Conser-
vation Service.  The project will 
then be reviewed by the Mary-
land Department of the Environ-
ment, which will provide regula-
tory oversight and can impose 
conditions such as when work 
can be done to minimize the im-
pact on wildlife.  

Roberts questioned the need 
for and scope of the work.  He 
did not want the beaver dam torn 
out and was concerned about the 
planned maintenance.  He de-
scribed his experience at another 
location where trees and aquatic 
plants were removed under the 
guise of maintaining the pond.  

Dunn said that by monitoring 
sedimentation levels and perform-
ing more timely maintenance, 
there would be less impact than 
allowing the forebays to fill until 
the point of failure.   

Dunn initially said that if 
council approved submitting the 
permit application and related 

documents on February 8, he po-
tentially could have a permit by 
March 1 and work could start in 
early April.    

Councilmember Judith Davis 
objected to that timeframe, say-
ing it would disrupt egg lay-
ing and births of wildlife in the 
area.  She urged waiting until the 
young had a chance to become 
half-grown. She also suggested 
retaining the dam materials and 
returning them to the site at the 
completion of the work in hopes 
that the beavers would re-use 
them instead of cutting down ad-
ditional trees.  

Littleton said that the timing 
of the project could be altered to 
work around these concerns but 
recommended either spring or fall 
to facilitate reestablishment of the 
vegetation in the forebays. 

Roberts asked why the sedi-
ment could not be pumped out, 
instead of dredged, as is done at 
the beach.  Weinstein said that 
mud is too heavy to be pumped.  
Roberts was not convinced. 

To reduce impact on lake 
neighbors, work will generally 
be done during normal business 

hours on weekdays.  
Background

The work will be 
led by Corvias un-
der its Clean Water 
Partnership (CWP) 
with Prince George’s 
County.  A county 
press release states 
that the partnership 
is the first “munici-
pality” to adopt the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Community-
Based Public-Private 
Partnership Model to 
address storm sewer 
system compliance 
requirements.  Cor-

vias is charged with retrofitting 
2,000 acres of impervious sur-
faces using green architecture 
over three years.  The county 
can extend the agreement for an 
additional three years and 2,000 
acres if it is satisfied with Cor-
vias’ progress.  The company will 
be responsible for maintaining the 
projects for 30 years with Prince 
George’s County responsible “in 
perpetuity,” Littleton said.   This 
is likely to be just the first step 
as federal clean water regulations 
require the county to treat 15,000 
acres of polluted runoff by 2025.  

The project will be funded 
through the county’s Storm Wa-
ter Utility Fee (also known as 
the “rain tax”) and will cover 
a drainage area of nearly 500 
acres, roughly 160 of which are 
impervious, according to Dunn.  
His company is one of the engi-
neering firms the CWP is work-
ing with to identify and verify 
projects and to manage their 
design.  Even pervious surfaces 
bring some sedimentation to the 
lake, he added. 

C i t y  M a n a g e r  M i c h a e l 
McLaughlin said that the city has 
been informed that 
the long-planned 
work to dredge the 
lake itself does not 
qualify for fund-
ing under the CWP.   
He  sa id  tha t  he 
does not foresee 
the city being able 
to fund dredging 
the entire lake in 
the near future due 
to the high costs.  
Five years ago the 
estimated cost was 

$1 million. 
The CWP representatives were 

open to Councilmember Edward 
Putens’ suggestion to put some 
educational information on the 
construction fence explaining 
what is being done and the time-
line for completion.  Littleton 
suggested that they could also 
install permanent educational 
signs about how a forebay works.  
Council appeared to like this 
idea. 

Priorities
Councilmember Rodney Rob-

erts questioned the need and sci-
ence behind the project, saying 
that the addition of the beaver 
dam in one of the forebays has 
improved its ability to filter storm 
water.  He would rather spend 
money addressing runoff from 
the “oceans of asphalt parking 
lots” in the city.  Neil Weinstein, 
executive director of the Low Im-
pact Design Center, said that the 
CWP has plans for thousands of 
small projects implementing Best 
Management Practices, mostly 
involving some form of filter-
ing mechanism, either natural or 
manmade.  However, they cannot 
work on private property unless it 
is owned by a faith-based or non-
profit entity.  Weinstein said the 
forebay project is a cost-effective 
way to retrofit a lot of acreage 
with one project.   

Outreach
Littleton said that the CWP 

can also work with faith-based 
and non-profit organizations.  Al-
though such organizations are 
exempt from taxes, they are not 
exempt from the storm water 
utility fee. If they authorize the 
county to install filtering devices 
on their property they can get 
an instant rebate of half of their 
storm water fee, he said.  In ad-
dition, the county’s Department 
of Environment has programs 
for homeowners.  The Greenbelt 
Advisory Committee on Envi-
ronmental Sustainability (Green 
ACES) is planning to distribute 
information regarding the pro-
grams for homeowners. 

Tasha Brokenberry, community 
outreach manager for Corvias, 
said the company will work with 
homeowners associations and 
others to keep them informed of 
the work in advance and with 
churches to inform them of the 
opportunities to meet their re-
sponsibilities through the CWP.  
In addition, the partnership has 
goals for involving local small 
and minority businesses. 

Next Steps
Based on their comments, it 

appears likely that on Monday, 
February 8, council will authorize 
the city to approve the documents 
that must go forward for permit-
ting and to refer the dredging 
project to Green ACES and the 
Park and Recreation Advisory 
Board for review. To conserve 
time, council is likely to recom-
mend a joint report to be com-
pleted within a specified time 
period.

Workers will transport the lake's inhabit-
ants to other areas of the lake, then return 
them after the dredging is completed.
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Artful Afternoon
Artful Afternoon takes place 

on Sunday, February 7 from 1 to 
4 p.m. at the Greenbelt Commu-
nity Center located at 15 Crescent 
Road. Most activities are free 
and reservations are not required.  
Times vary for individual activi-
ties.

Come early to make a wintry 
scene with artist Janna Riley in 
a free art workshop from 1 to 3 
p.m. At 3 p.m. enjoy a free per-
formance of The Jester’s Box by 
Blue Sky Puppet Theatre.  Fol-
low the story of Ralph the jester 
as he takes up the challenge of 
entertaining King Nfafetmhl, the 
king who Never Found Anything 
Funny Enough To Make Him 
Laugh. 

From 1 to 4 p.m, enjoy a vari-
ety of additional activities at your 
leisure. See the new art gallery 
exhibit featuring costumes, props 
and puppets from the Recre-
ation Department performing arts 
programs. Visit the Community 
Center studios of our Artists-in 
-residence at an open house and 
sale. Be inspired by their work 
in many styles and media and 
find unique gifts. Participating tile 
artist Mary Gawlik will be having 
a special sale of her first quality, 
older pieces in room 302 from 1 
to 4 p.m. 

See the Greenbelt Museum’s 
current exhibit, The Knowing 
Hands that Carve This Stone:  
The New Deal Art of Lenore 
Thomas Straus. Straus is best 
known locally as the creator of 
the iconic Mother and Child 
statue in  Roosevelt Center and 
the impressive bas reliefs on the 
façade of the Community Cen-
ter. For more local history, tour 
the Greenbelt Museum’s historic 
house at 10-B Crescent Road, 
across the street from the Com-
munity Center. Docent-led tours 
are available between 1 and 5 
p.m. for a nominal fee; please 
plan to arrive no later than 4:30 
p.m. 

For more information about 
City of Greenbelt art programs, 
visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts or call 
301-397-2208. Arts programs are 
sponsored in part by the Mary-
land State Arts Council.

Upcoming Events
At The New Deal 

Thursday, February 4, Mid-
Day Melodies with Amy C Kraft 
from 12 to 2 p.m. SAW Open 
Mic hosted by Paige Powell from 
7 to 10 p.m.

Friday, February 5, John 
Guernsey plays American stan-
dards on piano from 6:30 to 8 
p.m.  The Mojo Priests offer up 
Blues music with a bit of Rock, 
a dash of R&B and a splash of 
Jazz from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m.

Saturday, February 6, the TV 
John Variety Show from 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.  Bruce Kritt plays 
classical guitar from 4 to 6 p.m. 
followed by John Guernsey on 
jazz piano from 6:30 to 8 p.m.  
The Wild Anacostias, Hyattsville 
preeminent New Orleans and 
Zydeco party band, bring Mardi 
Gras to the Cafe from 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 7, please 
join the Deaf Brunch from 10:30 
a.m. until 12 noon.  An Art Re-
ception for Christine Wilkin and 
Russ Little from 3 to 5 p.m.  
Dixieland Express offers up New 
Orleans Dixieland style music 
from 6 to 8 p.m.

Tuesday, February 9, Gary 
Rue and Jeff Farias perform orig-
inal songs featuring dobro, cello, 
violin and bass from 7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday, February 10, To 
Be Announced newdealcafe.com

Thursday, February 11, Mid-
Day Melodies with Amy C Kraft 
from 12 to 2 p.m.  Open Mic 
hosted by James and Martha 
from 7 to 10 p.m.

Friday, February 12, John 
Guernsey plays American stan-
dards on piano from 6:30 to 8 
p.m.  Fractal Cats, a five-piece 
psychedelic rock band, perform 
from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 13, Bruce 
Kritt plays classical guitar from 
4 to 6 p.m.  John Guernsey 
plays jazz and blues piano from 
6:30 to 8 p.m.  The Win-
dow Panes offer up 
Americana, folk, 
rock and psyche-
delia rock jam mu-
sic from 8:30 to 11:30 
p.m.

The beavers are expected to leave on their 
own and return when the work is complete.
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MANGUM continued from page 4

MULCH continued from page 1

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a 
reward of up to $1,000 for infor-
mation leading to the arrest and 
conviction of a suspect in any of 
the unsolved crimes reported in 

the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report 
suspected drug activity by calling 

the Drug Tip Line at 240-542-
2145.

Wrap up your Holiday Debt 
With a loan from your credit union 

Rates as low as 5% apr. 
Call us for more information. 

You can apply online at greenbeltfcu.com. 
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 

112 Centerway, Greenbelt, MD 20770 
301-474-5900 

Apr = annual percentage rate.  Rate based on credit.  Credit approval required. 
Limited time offer. 

Mindfulness Meditation Workshop
“Mindfulness means paying attention in a particular way; 

On purpose, in the present moment, and nonjudgmentally.” 
Jon Kabat-Zinn

Please join me from 2:30 pm to 5 pm on February 6th for an 
introductory workshop on the concept of mindfulness. Whether 
you are hoping to become a more mindful person, spouse, parent, 
friend, supervisor, or coworker, this workshop may be for you. 
Spend an afternoon cultivating your self-awareness, self-compassion, 
and loving kindness. This 2.5 hour event will include mindfulness 
meditations, a mindful eating activity and individual support to help 
you start your own meditation practice. The workshop cost is $50 
and will be facilitated by Christine Chianese, PsyD.

Please contact Dr. Chianese at 240-473-2104 or 
pointbalanceat@gmail.com to register.

Dr. Chianese is a registered psychological associate working under the 
license of clinical psychologist Dr. Alan Nathan.

Theft
January 21, 2:15 p.m., 7500 

block Greenbelt Road. An unat-
tended purse was taken from 
Wendy’s Restaurant.

Trespass
January 21, 4:24 p.m., 6000 

b lock  Greenbe l t  Road .   A 
22-year-old nonresident was ar-
rested and charged with trespass 
after he was found inside Belt-
way Plaza after having been 
banned from the mall by agents 
of the property.  He was released 
on citation pending trial.

Vehicle Crime
A maroon 4-door Pontiac Tor-

rent with Md. tags 6BL0309 was 
taken from the 7200 block Ha-
nover Drive on January 21.

A t e m p o r a r y  t a g ,  M d . 
629410T, was taken from a ve-
hicle in 9100 block Edmonston 
Road on January 22.

An in-dash GPS system, radio 

and television were taken in the 
7800 block Mandan Road on 
January 26, after the driver side 
rear window was broken.  The 
dashboard was also damaged.

A tire and rim were taken in 
the 8100 block Lakecrest Drive 
on January 27.

to let his accident define or con-
fine him.  Despite having a top-
floor apartment here in town with 
no elevator, he managed to get 
out and push himself on crutches 
at first and later in a wheelchair.  
Bruce said they called the apart-
ment the Penthouse.  Sometimes 
on returning from an outing, 
Bruce would just carry Terry 
upstairs on his back because it 
was easier than dealing with the 
wheelchair.  

Terry later had a house built 
in Annapolis, tailored to handicap 
access.  More recently he lived in 
a high-rise unit (with elevators).  
He learned to swim competitively 
and swam laps for charity.  Bruce 
quoted a friend who remarked 
“Terry always knew how to have 
fun!”  

My wife Barbara and I talked 
to Terry in December.  He had 
wheeled his new electric wheel-
chair down to Lakeside Drive on 
a nice spring-like day.  He noted 
in that gruff voice of his that 
he was just glad he could still 

get out as he always liked. He 
had more specific ailments than 
most of us his age for sure, but 
he tried to keep free and above 
all that.  He will be missed as a 
friend and a coach extraordinaire.

Besides his mother and brother 
Bruce, still living in the family 
residence here, Terry is survived 
by his wife Marta, his daugh-
ter Bianca and his stepdaughter 
Barbara Hengst of Pennsylva-
nia and Barbara’s two children, 
Jack and Lilly.  He also has two 
other brothers, Randy (Tick) and 
Doug, both of Greenbelt, and a 
sister, Diane (husband Rick) of 
Worchester, Mass.  Mangum’s 
father, Leonard, died in 1994.

An informal memorial so-
cial reception will be hosted 
by Terry’s family at the Green-
belt Youth Center’s Multi-
Purpose Room on Monday, 
February 15 from 2 to 4 p.m.

Cheaper Surface
The EWF surface is cheaper 

and, while it can also become 
hot, it does not reach the tem-
peratures of PIP.  On the other 
hand, it requires considerable ad-
ditional maintenance, in the form 
of raking and turning it over, to 
keep it from settling and having 
less “bounce” and also to keep it 
from developing fungus.  Accord-
ing to Moran, the critical factor 
in judging how long a surfacing 
product will last is its bounce or 
“absorbing impact” factor, since 
that is what protects children 
from the impact of serious falls.

Councilmember Silke Pope 
spoke in strong support of us-
ing PIP because of its safety in 
protecting children from injuries.  
She was also concerned with the 
level of maintenance required 
to keep the wood fiber in good 
shape.  

C i t y  M a n a g e r  M i c h a e l 
McLaughlin replied that it is true 
that the city needs to do – and 
intends to do – a better job with 
the maintenance than it has in 
the past.  Pope suggested that 
an alternate plan would be to 
use EWF now and wait to install 
the PIP when the time comes to 
replace the equipment.

Councilmember Judith Davis 
encouraged taking a survey of 
residents who use this playground 
to see if they have strong prefer-
ences.  She also asked whether 
there had been earlier council 
direction to not install any EWF 
until additional staff had been 
hired in Public Works to assure 
keeping up with necessary main-
tenance.

Remove Mulch
Councilmember Rodney Rob-

erts said the top priority should 
be to remove the rubber mulch 
on playgrounds that still have it 
in Greenbelt East.  He did not 
think it was justifiable to spend 
additional money on PIP surfac-
ing until the rubber mulch had 
been removed.

Councilmember Leta Mach 
said she would continue to sup-
port PRAB’s two recommenda-
tions: to use different surfaces on 
different playgrounds so that resi-
dents will have a choice and to 
use PIP on playgrounds in shady 
areas and EWF in sunny areas 
to get the best use of the two 
substances.  Since the Southway 
playground is shady, PIP would 
be the preferred surface.  Mach 
added that it would be a waste of 
money to put EWF there rather 
than looking at the longer-term 
investment.

Councilmember Edward Putens 
agreed with Roberts that remov-
ing the rubber mulch should be 
the top priority.  Councilmember 
Konrad Herling reminded every-
one that the issue of installing 

PIP at a time when equipment 
needed to be replaced should also 
be kept in mind as part of this 
tricky equation.

The mayor agreed that it was 
a complex issue that required 
comparing apples and oranges.  
Risk management, he said, argues 
for PIP as the safest surface in 
terms of injuries to children, but 
since the rubber mulch is thought 
to be most toxic, EWF may be a 
preferred shorter-term choice. 

Moran added that it was com-
plex and that a confounding fac-
tor is that playground safety is 
a moving target.  The city is in 
charge of 36 playgrounds on a 
revolving maintenance schedule.  
As soon as the city decides to do 
one thing about equipment and 
materials, safety standards may 
change, requiring it to consider 
moving to another alternative.

Yet another complication arose 
when Pope asked if staff had 
gotten any response to a survey 
council had previously requested 
of the relevant HOAs for their 
concerns, if any.  Moran said 
there had been little response.  
He described the format of the 
survey as limited to whether 
their residents had raised con-
cerns about shredded rubber and 
at what point cost-sharing would 
be available to start maintenance 
work.  

Putens immediately responded 
that he did not think the HOAs 
should have to contribute to the 
replacement of the rubber mulch 
since it had been the city’s deci-
sion to install it.  Herling and 
Roberts agreed that the city 
should be accountable and re-
move it.  No one questioned that 
it had been a reasonable decision 
given all that was known at the 
time.

Derek Thompson, chair of 
the Windsor Green HOA, com-
mented that no one in Wind-
sor Green had ever complained 
about rubber mulch.  He pointed 
out that it would be difficult to 
survey people’s opinions on the 
issue without first educating them 
about it.  Roberts agreed, adding 
that “asking preference without 
education is meaningless.”

Windsor Green
Thompson went on to inform 

council that Windsor Green is 
going to build its own playground 
near its community center and is 
asking respondents to its request 
for proposals to address the sub-
ject of playground surfaces. 

Also in the audience was Dr. 
Laura Kressler, a veterinarian and 
chair of the city’s Public Safety 
Advisory Committee (PSAC). 
She reported that the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration has 
recently reissued its opinion on 
the use of chunk rubber and now 
expresses significant concern 

regarding possible toxicity.  She 
added that there is not only the 
issue of its emitting fumes but 
also that, unlike a solid surface, it 
migrates in the environment: for 
example, rubbing off on clothing 
and shoes, being put into chil-
dren’s pockets and being tossed 
into the air.

Kressler said she personally 
would support the plan to stretch 
whatever funds are available to 
get rid of as much of the rubber 
mulch as possible and use either 
EWF or PIP in its place.  She 
added that she thought the mem-
bers of the PSAC would likely 
agree. 

Modifying a suggestion made 
earlier by Pope, Davis proposed 
that the city place priority on re-
moving the shredded rubber and 
when the time comes to replace 
the equipment at a playground, 
to decide whether to install PIP 
or to continue with EWF.

Although there did not ap-
pear to be consensus on whether 
use of the more expensive PIP 
should be delayed indefinitely 
while funds were concentrated 
on removing the rubber mulch 
from the remaining playgrounds, 
there appeared to be majority 
agreement to replace the shred-
ded rubber with EWF at 1 Court 
Southway, the first of the play-
grounds in question.  

A motion to that effect was 
adopted on the consent agenda of 
the regular council meeting re-
scheduled due to snow from Jan-
uary 25 to January 28.  The city 
will likely undertake this work in 
the early spring, weather permit-
ting.  The motion also directed 
city staff to follow up with Wind-
sor Green, Greenwood Village 
and GHI regarding replacement 
of the shredded rubber surfacing 
located in those playgrounds.

Senator Pinsky’s
Scholarship Program

Current high school seniors 
and full-time and part-time de-
gree-seeking undergraduate and 
graduate students who live in the 
22nd Legislative District may 
apply for a Maryland Senatorial 
Scholarship through Senator Paul 
G. Pinsky’s office.

The application is available 
online at senatorpinsky.org. Com-
plete and file the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
in addition to Pinsky’s scholar-
ship application.

Selection is based on academic 
achievement, financial need, and 
commitment to higher education. 
Annual awards range from $500 
to $2,500. For questions, call 
301-858-3155 or contact paul.
pinsky@senate.state.md.us. The 
application deadline is April 4, 
2016.

Making the Grade 
At Beltway Plaza

Making the Grade A+, an aca-
demic enrichment program for 
students in grades K-12, will hold 
its first Teen Summit at Beltway 
Plaza Mall on February 12 from 
6 to 8 p.m. The event is free 
and aimed at youth, particularly 
young women, ages 13 to 18 
years.

LOVE NOTES 
ARE COMING
See ad on page 11
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-809-0528

LICENSED 
JOURNEYMAN

PLUMBER
Call Dave – 

The Super Duper
 Drain Degooper.  

Additional plumbing 
work available 
240-706-1218

 
Richard Cantwell/Broker: 410-790-5099   Frances Fendlay: 240-481-3851 
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749    Christina Doss: 410-365-6769 
Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233    Mark Riley: 301-792-3638 
Mindy Wu:  301-661-5387     OFFICE: 301-441-1071 

7829 BELLE POINT DRIVE, GREENBELT, MD 20770 

OPEN HOUSES: Saturday, 2/6, 12-3pm 
8B PLATEAU- 2 Br, renovated kitchen/bath, open & airy! $128,900 

18N RIDGE- 2 Br, 1 bath fully renovated, Great Location! $126,900 

6H PLATEAU- 2Br, 1 Bath, Frame. Backs to scenic woodlands.  New paint, 
floors and fixtures. Amazing buy at $112,000  (OPEN 12-2PM) 

 
 
 

3F RIDGE- Block Home, 2 Br., 1.5 bath, with a den! $167,000 

8F SOUTHWAY- 2 Br., Updated kitchen and Bath. Short Sale. $104,900 

2Q PLATEAU- Immaculate 3 Bedroom, Gorgeous Bath- UNDER CONTRACT!!! 

6 EMPIRE PL.- Lakewood Single Family- UNDER CONTRACT!!! 
 

Are you thinking about selling your home?  
FREE home value analysis- CALL TODAY! 

 

LEGAL NOTICE

Esther Enow Likuka, please call your 
husband, Edmond Labule, at 240-486-
1163.  This is to process a divorce.

MERCHANDISE

TRYING TO QUIT SMOKING? 
Premium E-liquids, popular brands 
nicotine strengths 20-0%, 25% off retail 
prices.  Buy 3 get 1 free.  301-459-5624.

FOR SALE: DeLonghi Digital Gas 
Filled Electric Heater.  Never used. $50 
cash.  301-474-2092

AUTOMOTIVE

2004 HONDA CIVIC Hybrid, 4-dr. 
white, 99K $3,750, 301-220-0501

2012 TOYOTA COROLLA, 4 dr. Dk 
gray, 46k, Sirius XM, $9,900 in GHI 
area 202-431-3391

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

GREENBELT/LANHAM – Rent 
single family brick house.  $1399+++/
month.  5-minute walk to NASA, CAC, 
6 BRs, 2.5 baths, master BR with ½ 
bath, kitchen, DA, rec room, storage, 
2 refrigerators, 2 furnaces, 2 washers, 
2 dryers, 1/4 acre yard (fenced), street 
parking, car port, driveway, blinds.  
Aashish_intouch@yahoo.com; Rob, 
301-552-3354

RENTAL WANTED: Young man, 
25, seeks room to rent furnished or 
partially with kitchen privileges in 
Old Greenbelt $400 per month.  Call 
240-803-8013. 

For SALE: 10H Southway.  New-
ly renovated 2-BR-2 Bath.  Wide 
floor plan.  End unit.  Addition with 
wrap around deck.  Large fenced 
yard.  New S/S appliances.  $223,555  
10hSouthway@gmail.com 301-801-
5521

COMMERCIAL BASEMENT for 
lease in Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt.  
Good for offices, meeting room, events. 
301-755-7555.

ROOM FOR RENT in old Greenbelt. 
$375 mon. plus ½ elec.  301-466-3162.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, network, wireless 
computer design and upgrades, anti-
virus, anti-spam, firewall, etc.  240-
601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – Petsitting by 
a Professional Animal Care Specialist.  
All types of animals!  Insured!  Very 
reasonable rates!  References available.  
Call Patti Stange at 301-910-0050.

NEED SHOVELING or clean up: help 
for gutters, roofs, decks, downspouts, 
etc?  Call Dennis at Next Day Lawn & 
Home Service, 240-264-7638.  

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men

301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Sarah V. Liska 
Broker/Owner 
410-549-1800 
301-385-0523 
sarah@freedomrealtymd.com 

www.wislerconstruction.com

Home & Business
Improvements

Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting
Bathrooms-Basements-Kitchens
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors

Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds
Wisler Construction

& Painting Co.
Serving Greenbelt since 1991

301-345-1261
Owner has over 20 years experience

Member of the Better Business Bureau
MHIC40475

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $9.60 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($14.40).  
Deadline 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-
ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

JACKIE’S CLEANING – No job too 
big or small.  Estimates, 301-731-0115.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-459-5239.

INFANT CARE SPECIALIST – Li-
censed available full time or part 
time, 6 a.m. – midnight, seven days a 
week. – Call Angela, 301-807-0513, 
in Greenbelt.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering.  Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

TRANSFER mini-DV’s, VHS tapes, 
slides, photos, movie film to DVDs, 
records and cassettes to CDs.  301-
474-6748.

BUYING JUNK from basements, 
garages, attics, self-storage.  Robert, 
240-515-4700

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials, waxing and massage.  301-
345-1849.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC: Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, drywall, landscape design, 
bucket truck services, pruning trees 
& removal, pole lighting, sign main-
tenance. Mulch & top soil delivery, 
snow removal; sideways & driveways.  
Dkellaher@hotmail.com.  301-318-
5472.  Licensed & insured.  Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover.

G U T T E R S  A N D  D O W N -
SPOUTS CLEANED.  Free esti-
mate .   Paul ,  301-474-6708 or  
pauldowns12@yahoo.com.

PIANO LESSONS – In your home (Old 
Greenbelt or Berwyn Heights).  Former 
PGCPS teacher; experienced private 
instructor.  Students with special needs 
welcome.  Ms. Liz 240-601-2825.

NEED SHOVELING OR CLEAN-UP, 
help for gutters, roofs, decks, down-
spouts, etc.?  Call Dennis at Next Day 
Lawn & Home Service, 240-264-7638.

HARRIS LOCK & KEY Service –Mo-
bile/emergency service.  240-593-0828.

♥Spoil Her Silly♥
With a Mary Kay Skin 

Care Set

Plus Free Facial and 
more!

Let’s chat @ the New 
Deal Café

♥♥♥
MaryKay.com/Sekayi  
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Traditional		  Monuments		  Cremation
Funerals					     Service

 Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

Family owned and operated
4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751	
(301) 937-1707		
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com
  

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-441-1246

Law Offices of David R. Cross
Located in Roosevelt Center

115 Centerway
301-474-5705

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

• Now Offering! •
Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage

A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 Traditional Funerals 
 Life Celebrations 
 Memorial Services 
 Simple Cremations

4739 Baltimore Avenue  Hyattsville, MD 20781 

 

Serving Families in the Greenbelt Area ... 
… Since 1858 

301-927-6100 
www.gaschs.com 

 Pet Cremations             
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Monuments & Markers 
 Flowers

REMENICK’S Improvements
Call us for all your home improvements

	 • Painting		    • Ramps
	 • Windows & Doors	   • Decks
	 • Sheds		    • Power Washing

MHIC 12842
301-441-8699






















  
      
     


      
     

     



      

    

    
      

















     
      


 


 
     
 

     
      
   

 
     
       


       
   


     


   
     
     

   



     
     
 

 
   
     

       
     
    

  
     
   


     
  
      
     



   

    



 

















LOVE NOTES
Bring us your Love Notes 

on Monday, February 8th 2-4 p.m. or Tuesday, February 9th 
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 pm at the News Review Office 

Half-Price Sale for Ads
Valentine’s Day Ads: 50 cents per line for poetry; $1 for Row 

of Hearts

On February 6, the Annapolis 
Continental Congress Society 
will hold the first GOP senatorial 
debate featuring five candidates 
seeking the Republican nomina-
tion to win the seat currently 
held by Barbara Mikulski: former 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense Richard Douglas; for-
mer Republican nominee for the 
Maryland House of Delegates Jo-
seph Hooe; Chrys Kefalas, former 
deputy legal counsel to Maryland 
governor Robert Ehrlich, Mary-
land educator and Navy veteran 
Anthony Seda and former Repub-
lican nominee for the U.S. House 
of Representatives Dave Wallace.

The debate will be held from 
7 to 9 p.m. at Anne Arundel 
Community College at the Pascal 

Maryland GOP Holds Senatorial 
Debate at Anne Arundel College

Center. Debate panelists include 
MarylandReporter.com editor Len 
Lazarick, UMBC Political Sci-
ence Professor Dr. Laura Hussey 
and US-China Commission Chair 
Dick D’Amato. The panelists will 
ask the questions and the event 
will be moderated by former An-
napolis Mayor Ellen Moyer. 

After the conclusion of the 
debate participants may stay and 
watch the live broadcast of the 
Republican presidential candi-
dates’ debate on the auditorium’s 
big screen at 9 p.m. Both events 
are free and open to the public 
on a first-come, first-served basis.

The Old Greenbelt Theater showed free movies during the 
snow days, in conjunction with the Recreation Department.

PH
O

TO
S 

BY
 B

EV
ER

LY
 P

A
LA

U



Page 12	             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 	           Thursday, February 4, 2016

�e Gazette
Gazette-Star

Bestof
2013

Prince George’s

SEVERNA PARK VOICE

www.McCarlDental.com Drs. Dianna Lee, Clayton McCarl, Jay McCarl and David McCarl are licensed general dentists.

Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

$55 DENTAL IMPLANT CONSULTATION
INCLUDES NECESSARY X-RAYS ($230 VALUE)

Dental Implants—The Permanent Solution to Missing Teeth

We’re throwing an exclusive Super Bowl 50 Party. Gather your 
friends and family and join us from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  

on Sunday, February 7th to support your favorite team! 

Our menu includes a fajita station, puppy dog bar, buffalo  
and barbecue wings and our favorite tortilla chips  

with chili con queso and salsa.

$10 per Person 
Specialty priced beverages will also be available.

MBLUE INVITES YOU TO THE  
SUPER BOWL 50 WATCH PARTY.   

at Greenbelt Marriott  |  6400 Ivy Lane Greenbelt, MD 20770   |  301.441.3700

 

Furniture Re-upholstery,  
Refinishing & Repair 

Window Treatments: Drapes, Sheers, Blinds, Shades 
 

HARMAN’S INTERIORS, LLC 
4900 Greenbelt Road / College Park, MD 
301-982-9822 / www.harmansinterior.net 

 
 
 

 
 

Hear what our clients say: 
“Excellent work & great service. Work was done  

on time as promised.”  
“I am always thrilled with the end result.” 

“Selection is phenomenal & work is meticulous.” 

We Clean Most Window Treatments 

Present this Ad to receive 
NEW YEAR SPECIALS 

… 
FREE Drapery Installation 

25% off Regular Price Upholstery Fabric 

Zombie Prom is a campy 
romp, a rollicking frolic without 
a mean bone in its (dead) body. 
No cannibalism, no necrophilia, 
just good clean teenage angst, 
hilariously spoofed.

Set in Enrico Fermi High 
School in the 1950s at the height 
of cold war paranoia and fear of 
a Russian nuclear first strike, this 
musical comedy depicts the im-
possibly tragic love between bad 
boy new student Jonny Warner 
and senior ingenue Toffee. Cryp-
to-fascist principal Miss Delilah 
Strict blights their romance; in-
consolably shattered, Jonny com-
mits suicide by hurling himself 
into the Gary Francis Powers 
Nuclear Plant waste dump. Tof-
fee mourns deeply, wears black 
dramatically, and is dateless for 
the prom.

But Jonny returns from the 
dead. He’s a changed person in-
deed. He is not just a zombie; he 
reforms his bad boy ways, and 
wants to graduate and take Toffee 
to the prom.

Eddie Flagrante, a seedy, sen-
sation-mongering TV journalist 
gleefully pits Jonny against the 
inflexible Miss Strict, who wants 
Jonny to stay dead. I won’t re-
veal the details of Flagrante’s and 
Strict’s shared past.

The students protest on behalf 
of Jonny. Zombie Rights! Let My 
People Glow!

Will true love be quashed 
a second time? Find out at the 
Greenbelt Arts Center Fridays, 
February 5 and 12 at 8 p.m., Sat-
urdays, February 6 and 13 at 2 
and 8 p.m. and Sunday, February 
7 at 2 p.m.

Omnicompetent Jeffrey Lesn-
iak – director, producer, music 
director – set, lighting and sound 
designer – presents an unclut-

A Review

Ghoulishly Groovy
by Jim Link

tered Spartan set 
with school lock-
ers  painted  on 
the  back wal l , 
giving choreogra-
pher Rikki Howie 
Lacewell plenty 
of room to un-
leash her variety 
of dance moves 
– jitterbug, tango, 
slow drag.

T h e  w h o l e 
cast’s energy and 
joy is palpable.

Emily Small is 
a superb Toffee – 
her body language 
is spot on – whin-
ing,  s louching, 
pouting or sing-
ing, she is won-
derful.

David Colton 
a s  J o n n y  i s  a 
worthy love inter-
est for Toffee – 
surly early, ghoul-

ish as a zombie, earnest late.
Weirdly, Jonny’s insistence on 

reuniting with Toffee – zombifi-
cation be damned – reminded me 
of Jay Gatsby’s impractical, blithe 
yearning to reunite with Daisy 
Buchanan.

Toffee (to Jonny): “We can’t 
go back to the way things were.”

Jonny: “Why not?”
Pamela Northrup as Princi-

pal Strict is Joe Stalin lite, who 
eventually lightens up with Eddie 
Flagrante, the excellent R. Brett 
Rohrer. Their tango to “Expose” 
is terrific.

The finale Zombie Prom, with 
the girls in their glamorous prom 
gowns, is boffo, worth the price 
of admission alone.

Emily Small and David Colton star as Toffee 
and Jonny in Zombie Prom.
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COUNCIL continued from page 1

work with” and thanked him 
for his family’s thoughtfulness.  
Dwyer returned the compliment, 
saying that working with the city 
had been “a very smooth transac-
tion.”  Noting that his family had 
resided at 10-A for 61 years and 
that he, his brother and two sis-
ters had grown up there, he said 
it was “very special for us that 
it go to the city.”  He added that 
having the museum next door 
was “never an imposition” and 
that his family knew many of 
the museum volunteers and had a 
good relationship with them.

After thanking Dwyer, council 
requested city staff to develop an 
appropriate plaque recognizing 
the Dwyer family for the service 
side of the house.

Next Steps
With the ordinance adopted, 

council went on to discuss the 
particulars of how the purchase 
would be managed.  The goal is 
to come to settlement by Febru-
ary 28.  Jordan pointed out there 
is adequate fund balance to per-
mit purchase on a cash basis the 
$200,000, sale price and asked 
whether staff was proposing to 
do that or to seek a mortgage.  
McLaughlin said he had not yet 
looked into it. 

During this preliminary discus-
sion, council was evenly divided 
on whether to pay cash or to 
finance the sale.  Jordan, Davis 
and Edward Putens were of the 
opinion that since the economy 
is still not strong and the city 
has a long list of capital projects 
to fund, financing with the abil-
ity to pay off a loan early would 
be the better part of valor.  In 
their initial positions, Leta Mach, 
Silke Pope and Rodney Roberts 
preferred not to incur more debt 
unnecessarily.  Konrad Herling 
was on the fence and recom-
mended waiting to discuss it 

further until the city manager had 
more information on options.  A 
staff response is planned for the 
February 8 regular meeting.

Canine Turf
The second piece of legisla-

tion adopted at the meeting was 
a resolution to authorize the pur-
chase and installation of canine 
turf in the yard surrounding the 
Greenbelt Animal Shelter.  It has 
become impossible to maintain 
a grassy yard in this location 
because it is shady, with poor 
drainage and heavy use by the 
dogs.  As a result the yard is 
frequently wet and muddy, with 
mud then being tracked indoors.  
Not only does this situation re-
quire increased maintenance and 
cleaning products but it is also a 
potential health issue for both the 
dogs and their caretakers.

Yard maintenance issues have 

also been a problem.  Since staff 
is less certain about whether the 
turf would be the best solution to 
the problems in the larger area of 
the dog park, the resolution also 
includes purchase of enough turf 
for a test area in the park.

Planning Director Celia Craze 
clarified that the turf contains 
no tire rubber or other products 
that have been controversial with 
regard either to artificial turf or 
to city playgrounds.  It has a 20-
year warranty and is completely 
pervious in addition to being non-
toxic and non-carcinogenic.

Council voted 6-1 to adopt the 
resolution to purchase and install 
the turf at a cost of $18,440 for 
the shelter and $2,500 for the 
park from East Coast Surfacing 
of Rock Hall, Md.  Roberts op-
posed the motion.

LOVE NOTES 
ARE COMING
See ad on page 11
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