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What Goes On

See COUNCIL, page  8

See SCHOOLS, page  7

Seventh graders at Greenbelt Middle School stay after school to 
make a movie. Back row (from the right) Fatima Seisay, Cora Jack-
son, Sheila McGee and Mecca Lartique; front row (from the right) 
Madeleine McComb, Anya Wilkinson, Simone Thom, Chiamaka 
Chukwukere, Divya Chappa and Katie Delaney; front (center) 
Graphic Design Teacher Cortland Jones.

Public art in downtown Havana. See story about J Davis's visit 
to Cuba on page 12.

Saturday, September 24
9 a.m. to noon, Work Party, Historic Turner Family Cemetery,  
Ivy Lane
9 a.m. to noon, Donation Drop Off, Parking Lot Behind City Office
7:30 p.m., Free Moonlit Movies, North by Northwest, Sweetgum 
Picnic Area, Greenbelt Park
Monday, September 26
Active Aging Week, see schedule at greenbeltmd.gov
7 to 8:15 p.m., Anger Management, Community Center
7:45 p.m., Greenbelt CERT Open House, Greenbelt Police Station
8 p.m., City Council Meeting, Municipal Building, Live on Verizon 
21, Comcast 71 and streaming at greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv
Tuesday, September 27
3:30 p.m., Senior Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting,  
Community Center
6 to 7 p.m., Free Exercise Clinic, Schrom Hills Park Fitness Zone
7 p.m., Advisory Committee on Education, Municipal Building
7:30 p.m., Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability 
Meeting, Community Center
Wednesday, September 28
1:30 to 4 p.m., Taylor Marie Fashion Show, Community Center
7:30 p.m., Advisory Planning Board Meeting, Community Center
8 p.m., Council Worksession, M-NCPPC Zoning Rewrite Module 3, 
Community Center
Saturday, October 1
All Day, Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center, 25th Anniversary  
Celebration (See city ad for details.)
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It is 4 p.m. on Tuesday and 
most kids at Greenbelt Middle 
School are on their way home. 
But one group of seventh graders 
stays after on a mission: to make 
a movie.

“They organized all of this,” 
graphic design teacher Cortland 
Jones said. “I was just told, ‘Mr. 
Jones, we’re meeting in your 
room on the 13th.’”

The students met during Na-
tional Arts in Education Week 
– September 11 through 17 – a 
week that passed without empha-
sis, according to teachers, because 
here art education is emphasized 
year-round.

Greenbelt schools have seen 
a resurgence in art since Prince 
George’s County Public Schools 
(PGCPS) CEO Kevin Maxwell 
has championed art integration 
into the curriculum in his first 
two years as superintendent.

Greenbelt  Elementary art 
teacher Zsolt Nagy, who gradu-
ated from Towson University with 
an art education degree in 2012, 

Art Curriculum Expanding
In Greenbelt Schools

by Julie Depenbrock

has seen the changes firsthand. 
“My first two years, I was at 
three schools,” Nagy said. “The 
art program in Prince George’s 
wasn’t as elaborate back then.”

At the elementary level , 
Nagy said, art teachers were of-
ten shared among three or four 
schools.

Now teaching full time at 
Greenbelt Elementary, he focuses 
much of his instruction on in-
tegrating subjects like science, 
math and social studies. Right 
now, his second graders are mak-
ing clay sundials. “So it’s kind 
of a lesson in integrating time 
and how time was told before 
electricity,” Nagy said.

Magnolia  Elementary art 
teacher Jessica Wade still teaches 
at two schools, but she’s optimis-
tic about the improvements.

“It’s an exciting time to be 
in Prince George’s County,” she 
said. Trained as a set designer 
in theater, Wade loves to see her 

The hot topic of the Septem-
ber 14 city manager update was 
where to put a dog park in the 
core of Greenbelt. Other topics 
were a review of other capital 
projects, a current and prior year 
budget update and consideration 
of a renters’ tax credit.

Capital Projects
The worksession was unusu-

ally well attended, with most of 
the attendees there to support a 
second dog park. Council moved 
a little closer to making a deci-
sion on whether and where to 
create such a park by narrowing 
the list of potential sites identi-
fied by city staff.

The Department of Planning 

City Manager Updates Council
On Capital Projects, Budgets

by Diane Oberg

and Community Development 
will be asked to study the cost 
and feasibility of three sites: 
Parcel 7 on Ivy Lane, where 
an underused basketball court 
is currently located; opposite 
101-105 Ridge Road, adjacent 
to the existing playground; and 
the former Candy Cane City 
location near Roosevelt Center 
and Braden Field.

Councilmember Silke Pope 
pushed hard for progress on 
the dog park while Mayor Em-
mett Jordan noted that council 
needs to consider how best to 
balance its many priorities for 
capital projects.

From the council discussion, 

some of the desired characteris-
tics for a dog park location are 
city owned (to avoid the expense 
of purchasing land), not in the 
forest preserve, flat, with few 
trees (some are good for shade 
but too many could impede the 
ability of the dogs to run) and 
adequate parking nearby.

The capital projects identified 
during the budget review for Fis-
cal Year 2017 have not changed 
so most of the discussion was on 
the projects that are not includ-
ed in the plan for the next five 
years. As this was a worksession, 
council made no final decisions 

The Greenbelt Community 
Foundation (GCF) was estab-
lished to help worthwhile projects 
in Greenbelt. Since its found-
ing, over $150,000 has been 
invested into 50 projects in the 
community. Projects include help-
ing organizations such as the 
Greenbelt Farmers Market, the 
Lady Angels basketball team, Our 
Ladies of Charity food bank and 
many more. The vision is “for a 
thriving, engaged community that 
is socially responsible, environ-
mentally conscious and supports 
education, the arts and sciences.” 
This vision is achieved by pro-
viding financial assistance and 
other resources to local commu-
nity organizations in Greenbelt. 

GCF provides grants for com-
munity organizations twice a 
year, and the fall deadline for ap-
plying is October 15. The spring 
deadline is April 15. GCF also 
provides non-monetary resources 
throughout the year to help or-
ganizations reach their goals. 
GCF’s website contains diverse 
resources. One tool is proposal 
writing guidelines designed to 
help organizations with the grant 
application process. The website 
also provides a list of meeting 
venues in Greenbelt. This can be 
particularly helpful if an orga-
nization does not have a central 
headquarters at which they can 
readily meet. An updated press 
list is also available, and this can 
help organizations reach out to 
the press to publicize upcoming 
events and activities throughout 
Greenbelt.

The newest resource that GCF 
is excited to share with the com-
munity is a video teaching orga-
nizations how to use Facebook 
to market an event. Users can 
watch the video and follow along 

Explore Your Greenbelt

GCF Offers Many Resources
To Community Organizations

by Yeri Zinn

on their Facebook page in or-
der to create an effective Face-
book event that will encourage 
the public to attend. During the 
early phases of the Explore Your 
Greenbelt campaign, GCF noticed 
that many of their partner orga-
nizations were not on Facebook 
engaging with their audience. As 
a response, GCF thought it would 
help organizations get over the 
technology barrier by making 
a step-by-step video on how to 
make a Facebook event, but more 
importantly, how to market it.

GCF has been actively work-
ing on engaging with the commu-

nity and has seen success through 
increased “likes” on Facebook. A 
popular feature on the Facebook 
page is Trivia Tuesday – every 
Tuesday, GCF posts a photo-
graph of a place somewhere in 
Greenbelt and users have a week 
to guess where the photograph 
was taken. GCF encourages other 
community organizations to en-
gage with Facebook to garner 
support for their goals and mis-
sions.

Yeri Zinn is an intern working 
with the Greenbelt Community 
Foundation.

http://greenbeltmd.gov
http://greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv


Page 2             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW            Thursday, September 22, 2016

Letters to the Editor

SHOWTIMES
Sept 23 – Sept 29

THE BEATLES EIGHT DAYS 
A WEEK (138mins)
Fri. 5:00, 8:00PM

Sat. 2:15, 5:00, 8:00PM
Sun. 1:30, 5:00PM
Mon. 2:15, 5:00PM
Tues. 5:00, 8:00PM

Wed. 2:15, 5:00, 8:00PM
Thurs. 5:00, 8:00PM

Cult Classics:
BREAKFAST CLUB (97mins)

Fri. 11:00P.M.

Family Series:
Art House Theater Day:

A TOWN CALLED PANIC 
(76mins)

Sat. 1:00PM

Stage on Screen:
PAINTING THE MODERN 

GARDEN: MONET TO 
MATISSE (100mins)

Sun. 8:00PM
Mon. 12:00PM

Live Coverage Debate:
CLINTON VS TRUMP

DEBATE
Mon. 9:00PM

Storytime on Screen:
Mon. 10:30AM (free!)

See LETTERS, page 7

On Screen

I Just Wanna Hold Your Hand
Coming to the Old Greenbelt Theatre this Friday, September 23 

is The Beatles: Eight Days a Week - the Touring Years, a meticu-
lous documentary of Beatlemania from 1963 to 1966, chock full of 
concert footage, interviews with the Fab Four, memories by celebri-
ties (Whoopi Goldberg, Sigourney Weaver) and cultural assessment 
of the Beatles’ unprecedented impact (Malcolm Gladwell).

It should be bittersweet for baby boomers, 20-ish then, 70-ish 
now, to see Paul and Ringo then and now and the deceased John 
and George, forever young.  Go with someone whose hand you 
wanna hold and you’ll feel fine.

Director: Ron Howard
Running Time: 99 minutes. Not Rated

- Jim Link
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Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org
Members always $6.50!

Adults $9, Senior/Student 
$8, Members $6.50, Kids $6

All shows before 5 PM: 
Adults $7, Members $6.50, 

Kids $5
OC = Open Captions

CC = Closed Captions

Movies since 1938

GHI Notes
Thursday, September 22, 7 

p.m., Finance Committee Meet-
ing, Board Room.

Friday, September 23, office 
closed, Emergency Maintenance 
Service at 301-474-6011.

Sunday, September 25, noon 
to 3 p.m., GHI Community-Wide 
Open House, Roosevelt Center.

Monday, September 26, 7 
p.m., Board /Legislative and Gov-
ernment Affairs Joint Meeting, 
Board Room.

Tuesday, September 27, 7 
p.m., Audit Committee Meeting, 
Board Room.

Tuesday, September 27, 7 
p.m., Nominations and Elections 
Committee Meeting, GHI Lobby.

Wednesday, September 28, 7 
p.m., Buildings Committee Meet-
ing, Board Room.

Thursday, September 29, 7 
p.m., Executive Session Meeting, 
Board Room.

Cartoon by Peter Reppert. Caption submitted anonymously at the 
News Review caption contest, July 10, 2016.

"Don't stop pedaling - the beavers are 
eating bicycles now!"

Thank You Greenbelt
I personally, and on behalf of 

the Greenbelt Labor Day Festi-
val Committee, cannot thank the 
employees and the citizens of the 
City of Greenbelt enough for our 
most successful Labor Day Festi-
val in years.

Starting with Rebekah Sutfin, 
who attends our meetings, always 
has a level head, offers good sug-
gestions and keeps us on point. 
She’s a jewel and we appreciate 
her.

Under the direction of Mr. Jim 
Sterling, Public Works jumped 
more than once to our rescue. 
Every public works employee 
was helpful, professional and hard 
working. We appreciate Public 
Works and Mr. Sterling very 
much and simply could not do 
this without them. Thanks for be-
ing such a large part of our Labor 
Day Festival.

The Greenbelt Police Depart-
ment officers always remain calm 
in tense situations. They are al-
ways just a phone call away 
and I am proud to say I live in 
Greenbelt with the best police 
department around. Thank you 
to Chief Craze and all of the 
Greenbelt police officers for their 
dedication to a successful festival. 
A special thank you to Captain 
Kemp who attends our meetings 
and goes that extra mile to keep 
us safe. He is always willing to 
help with good advice or just the 
right answer.

A special thanks to the City of 
Greenbelt for letting us take over 
the center of town every year for 
62 years! Every single employee 
we contact is helpful and goes 
the extra mile.

We also want to thank the 
Navy Sea Chanters for an en-
chanted concert at Eleanor Roo-
sevelt High School, especially 
Bill Edwards, who also sang the 
National Anthem at the opening 
ceremonies. My personal thank 
you to the best committee I could 
have ever joined. Every volunteer 
is so dedicated to this yearly 
festival.

Every detail is thought out and 
perfected. These folks are simply 
some of the greatest residents of 
Greenbelt you will ever meet. I 
can’t thank them enough. They 
deserve a huge pat on the back. 
Our most thanks go to each and 
every volunteer and festival goer!

Memories were made this 
weekend, and we hope that mem-
ories will be made for many, 
many generations to come. Thank 
you Greenbelt for letting our 
committee bring you such good 
memories and thank you to the 
residents of Greenbelt, for being 
a part of our success and our 
memories of the 2016 Greenbelt 
Labor Day Festival. See you all 
in 2017!

Linda Ivy

Claim of Alarm 
A Distraction 

This is a response to the arti-
cle, Zoning Rewrite Raises Alarm 
about Municipal Authority, writ-
ten by Kathleen Gallagher and 
published in the September 1 
edition of the Greenbelt News 
Review.

The topic of the article is the 
Greenbelt City Council (the coun-
cil) worksession held on August 
17 with Chad Williams from the 
Prince George’s County Planning 
Department of the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission.  The Planning 
Department is comprehensively 
rewriting the County Zoning Or-
dinance and Subdivision Regula-
tions, which are the laws that 
determine how property in Prince 
George’s County can be devel-
oped.  The rewrite consists of 
three modules. Williams is the 
project manager for the rewrite 
and provided an update on Mod-
ule 2.  

According to Gallagher, the 
council expressed concern about 
two features of the rewrite: 1) the 
City of Greenbelt is categorized 
as being entirely inside the Belt-
way, and 2) the rewrite will un-
dermine the ability of citizens and 
municipalities (like Greenbelt) to 
review and oppose new develop-
ment projects. But the council has 
not appeared alarmed at all; it is 
the community that is alarmed.

The rewrite currently catego-
rizes Greenbelt as being entirely 
inside the Beltway even though 
not all areas of Greenbelt are 
physically inside the Beltway. 
(According to Williams, the coun-
cil made this recommendation 
in 2001 in support of the 2002 
Prince George’s County Approved 
General Plan. The categorization, 
in the rewrite, is a continuation 
of that recommendation.)  Ac-
cording to Williams, this means 
all areas of Greenbelt will, in the 
rewrite, be considered as urban 
and subject to development rules 
applicable to urban areas.  The 
council, according to Williams, 
can request the Planning Depart-
ment to change this categorization 
– but has not done so in time to 
meet the regular deadline (Sep-
tember 1).    

We believe the council sup-
ports the urban categorization be-
cause it may allow higher density 
development throughout Green-
belt, including the Lakeside North 
High-Rise Development, which 
appears to have the council’s, but 
not the community’s, support.  

On April 4 the council held a 
worksession with David Hillman, 
president of Southern Manage-
ment Corporation (SMC) and 
owner of Lakeside North Apart-
ments, to discuss his proposal to 

Greenbelt News Review
Annual Meeting

Sunday, October 2, 4 to 6 p.m.
Community Center
Light Refreshments

mailto:editor@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:ads@greenbeltnewsreview.com
mailto:business@greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/calendar
http://www.greenbelttheatre.org
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Community Events

More Community Events 
are located throughout 

the paper.

Utopia Film Festival Presents
Sunday, Sept. 25th & Wednesday, Sept. 28th

Beginning at 8 PM 

 “Keeping the Kibbutz,” “Hungry (2008),”
and “Hands of Harvest”

On Greenbelt Access Television, Inc. (GATe)
Comcast 77 & Verizon Fios 19 Channels

Greenbelt Access Television, Inc. (GATe)
2nd Floor, Greenbelt Community Center, Suite 204
www.greenbeltaccesstv.org • Studio: 301-507-6581

Free and Open to the Public
“Contemporary Conversations” 

A panel discussion for the Community 
September’s topic: Celebrating Cooperatives

At the New Deal Café
Moderated by Leta Mach 

Sunday, September 25 from 1 – 3PM 
Sponsored in part by GATe

Check out our Channel on Comcast 77 and Verizon Fios 19 
To view our schedule, visit: www.greenbeltaccesstv.org 

and click on “Channel"

Crafters Wanted
For Friends of Patuxent 
Wildlife Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 5

9 am to 3 pm
National Wildlife Visitor

Center, Laurel, MD
$10+15% of sales.

Table provided.
Contact 2ufrommah@
gmail.com or call 301-
497-5789.

For information & reservations, call 301-441-8770 or 
email: info@greenbeltartscenter.org  or 

BOOK TICKETS ONLINE at www.greenbeltartscenter.org

Greenbelt Arts Center
OPENING FRIDAY!

COMING SOON
Dinner with Friends – Nov 4 - 20 – Directed by Bob Kleinberg

Seussical – Dec 2 - 18 – Directed by Jon Gardner

 

 

Text gen layout for GAC ad, 4 columns by 5 inches for the  
September 22, 2016 edition 

 
OPENING FRIDAY! 

Memories & Legends 

 

Book, Music & Lyrics by Stephen Geddes 
Directed by William Dean Leary 

A Guest Production from Wolfpack Theatre Company 
 

September 23 - October 9 
Friday and Saturday at 8:00 

Sunday at 2:00 
 

Ticket prices: $22 General Admission, $18 
Students/Seniors/Military, $14 Youth (12 and under with adult) 

COMING SOON: 
 
Dinner with Friends – Nov 4 -20 – Directed by Bob Kleinberg 
Seussical - Dec 2 – 18 - Directed by Jon Gardner 
 

Concert to End Gun
Violence on Sept. 25

Concert Across America to 
end gun violence will be held 
Sunday, September 25 from noon 
to 5 p.m. at the Roosevelt Center. 
Come for an afternoon of mu-
sic and enlightenment about the 
plague of gun violence. Learn 
how it affects us all. How close 
does it need to come before one 
stands up? This event is spon-
sored by Mowatt Memorial Unit-
ed Methodist Church and Prince 
George’s County Peace & Justice 
Coalition. For more information, 
contact Justpeacepg@earthlink.
net or #ConcertAcrossAmerica 
on Twitter.

Events at MakerSpace
As the weather cools off, First 

Lego League (FLL) is heating up 
at the MakerSpace. Sign up on 
the website at make125.org or 
stop by MakerSpace in Roosevelt 
Center.

Thursday, September 22:  FLL 
Team 2 creates from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. Minecraft Club meets from 
7 to 8 p.m.

Friday, September 23: Fer-
mentation Fans brew from 7 to 
9 p.m.

Saturday: September 24: FLL 
Team 3 builds from noon to 2 
p.m. and Labradoodles meet from 
2 to 4 p.m.

Sunday, September 25: Anima-
tion Meetup from 2 to 4 p.m.

Tuesday, September 27: FLL 
Team 1 builds from 6 to 7:30 
p.m., and Coder Dojo (adults) 
code from 8 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday, September 28, 
FLL from 6 to 7:30 p.m. and Fi-
ber Enthusiasts from 6 to 9 p.m.

The next Repair Café is Satur-
day, October 15.

Golden Age Club
by Bunny Fitzgerald

Greenbelt will be having Ac-
tive Aging Week from September 
26 to October 2. The Golden Age 
Club will be taking part in many 
of the activities. On September 
28 the Taylor Marie Fashion 
Show will have Golden Agers 
strutting their stuff.

During the week there will be 
something for everyone. Active 
seniors will be walking, swim-
ming and practicing yoga. The 
open forum on October 8 wel-
comes everyone.

Our condolences to the family 
and friends of Pauline Bordas. 
She was a much loved and a 
longtime member of the club.

Be sure to save Saturday, Oc-
tober 22 for the Golden Age Club 
Yard Sale/Bake Sale.

Words of Wisdom  –   Secret 
for a Happy Life: Something to 
do, something to look forward to, 
something to love.

Menu for Senior
Nutrition Program

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon.  Meals 
must be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food 
is ordered.  Call 301-397-2208 
ext 4215.

All meals include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk.  
Menus for the week of Septem-
ber 26 are as follows:

Monday, September 26: Pep-
per beef steak, brown rice, sliced 
carrots, wheat roll, diced peaches, 
apple juice.

Tuesday, September 27: Cream 
of tomato basil soup, chicken 
salad, kaiser roll, mixed green 
salad with Italian dressing, fresh 
fruit, cranberry juice.

Wednesday, September 28:  
Spanish tilapia, Delmonico pota-
toes, broccoli with cheese sauce, 
wheat roll, tropical fruit, orange 
juice.

Thursday,  September 29: 
Creamy paprika chicken, butter 
beans, ratatouille, wheat bread, 
rosy pears, apple juice.

Friday, September 30: Breaded 
veal patty with marinara sauce, 
garlic rotini, Brussels sprouts, 
breadstick, pineapple tidbits, 
grape juice.

Astronomical Society 
Has Guest Speaker

Dr. Jose Carlos Aponte will 
be the featured speaker at the 
Thursday, September 29 meeting 
of the Astronomical Society of 
Greenbelt. His topic will be Or-
ganic Astrochemistry: Origins of 
Organic Compounds Inside Me-
teorites. The meeting will begin 
at 7:30 p.m. and will be held at 
the H.B. Owens Science Center, 
9601 Greenbelt Road (adjacent to 
DuVal High School).

A native of Peru, Aponte re-
ceived his B.S. in chemistry from 
the Universidad Peruana Cay-
etano Heredia, Lima, Peru, and 
his Ph.D. in natural products 
and organic chemistry from the 
University of Louisville, Ken-
tucky. He is currently a research 
associate working at the Goddard 
Space Flight Center through a 
cooperative agreement with the 
Catholic University of America. 
His research involves developing 
analytical protocols to character-
ize, quantify and measure the iso-
topic and enantiomeric signatures 
of small organic compounds that 
are present in carbon-rich meteor-
ites. These compounds may have 
been relevant to the origins of 
life on Earth.

All are welcome. There is no 
admission fee.

CERT Preparedness
Open House Monday

To celebrate National Pre-
paredness Month, the Greenbelt 
Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) will hold an open 
house on Monday, September 
26 from 7:45 to 8:45 p.m. in 
the Greenbelt Police Department 
Multipurpose Room to learn more 
about the team and the resources 
available to the community for 
making a plan, building a pre-
paredness kit, staying informed 
and getting involved. RSVP or 
ask questions by emailing green-
beltcert@gmail.com.  

The mission of Greenbelt 
CERT is preparedness through 
service.  Greenbelt CERT mem-
bers receive training in basic 
disaster response skills such as 
fire safety, light search and res-
cue, team organization and disas-
ter medical operations in order 
to prepare for and respond to 
emergencies and disasters at the 
individual and community level.  
Greenbelt CERT engages with 
the local community by provid-
ing preparedness information and 
education, first aid resources and 
traffic control support at events 
such as the Fourth of July fire-
works display, Greenbelt Labor 
Day Festival and Parade, Pet 
Expo and National Night Out.

Memory Support Group 
Meets Wednesdays

On Wednesdays through No-
vember 16, Greenbelt Assistance 
in Living (GAIL) will host a 
Memory Support Group and a 
Café Group on alternate Wednes-
days at the Municipal Building, 
second floor.  The Support Group 
will meet from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.; 
the Café Group will meet from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. To register, con-
tact Sharon Johns at 301-345-
6660.

Star Party Evening
On September 24

The Astronomical Society of 
Greenbelt will host a star party, 
free and open to the public, on 
Saturday evening, September 24 
at the City Observatory located 
at Northway Fields. With the 
Observatory telescope observe 
deep sky objects such as galax-
ies, planetary nebulae and star 
clusters. Visitors are welcome to 
set up personal telescopes on the 
hill. There will be an opportunity 
to observe Saturn, Mars, Neptune 
and Uranus. The moon will not 
be up, so it will be dark.

Observing will begin at around 
8 p.m. and continue for about 
two hours. Attendees are asked 
to park in the ballfield lot, not 
up on the hill, unless bringing a 
telescope. The star party will be 
canceled without notice if it is 
hopelessly cloudy.

At the Library
Wednesday, September 28: 

Ready 2 Read Storytime: Ages 3 
to 5, 10:15 and 11:15 a.m., limit 
20 people.

Thursday,  September 29: 
Ready 2 Read Storytime: Ages 
0 to 2, 10:15 and 11:15, limit 15 
babies with parent(s)/caregiver(s); 
Ready 2 Read Storytime: Ages 2 
to 3, 4:15 p.m., limit 20 people.

Crazy 8s! Season 3
Tuesday, September 27 at 4 

p.m., for grades K to 2, limit 14 
children; 5 p.m., for grades 3 to 
5, limit 14 children. Crazy 8s is 
a new after-school math club de-
signed to get kids fired up about 
math. Advance registration is re-
quired. This eight-week program 
will be conducted on Tuesday 
afternoons through November 1. 
Contact the branch Information 
staff for details either in person 
or by calling 301-345-5800.

African History & Culture
Tuesday, September 27 at 7 

p.m. John Henrik Clarke: High 
Priest of Black History, will be 
the next session of the Fall 2016 
season in this audio-visual lecture 
series presented by C.R. Gibbs, 
historian of the African Diaspora. 
Other sessions will be conducted 
during the fall on Tuesday eve-
nings through November 15.

Events at Greenbelt Park
Saturday September 24: Spe-

cial Event – National Public 
Lands Day:  Come celebrate Na-
tional Public Lands Day.  Stew-
ardship events are held across the 
United States on our public lands 
as a way to give back to the 
community.  All participants meet 
at the Sweetgum Picnic Area at 
8:45 a.m. The event lasts until 
noon. Registration is required.  
Follow links on nps.gov/gree/
getinvolved.  Saturday September 
24: Special Event – Movie Night 
at Sweetgum Picnic area featur-
ing North by Northwest.  Bring 
a lawn chair or a blanket and 
enjoy a free movie in the park.  
The event starts at 6:45 p.m. and 
the movie begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Check nps.gov/gree for more 
details.  This Centennial event is 
in partnership with the City of 
Greenbelt Recreation Department 
and the Old Greenbelt Theatre.

Thursday September  29: 
Campfire program.  White-tailed 
Deer, Raccoons and Beavers.  
What is the difference between 
a horn and an antler? What do 
raccoons eat? Do beavers really 
stay up all night?  Campground 
guests and the public are wel-
come to gather under the stars 
for a traditional NPS campfire 
program.  Meet at the Campfire 
Circle at 7 p.m.

Friday, September 30:  Start 
of Fall Trail Walk.  Join a rang-
er on a walk along the Azalea 
Trail (1.1 mile).  Enjoy the fall 
through the beauty of a forest 
and discover the majestic col-
ors of Greenbelt Park.  Meet at 
Sweetgum Picnic Area at 5 p.m.

Greenbelt News Review
Annual Meeting

Sunday, October 2, 
4 to 6 p.m.

Community Center
Light Refreshments

http://www.greenbeltaccesstv.org
http://www.greenbeltaccesstv.org
mailto:2ufrommah@gmail.com
mailto:2ufrommah@gmail.com
mailto:info@greenbeltartscenter.org
http://www.greenbeltartscenter.org
mailto:Justpeacepg@earthlink.net
mailto:Justpeacepg@earthlink.net
http://make125.org
mailto:greenbeltcert@gmail.com
mailto:greenbeltcert@gmail.com
http://nps.gov/gree/getinvolved
http://nps.gov/gree/getinvolved
http://nps.gov/gree
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ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
www.greenbeltumc.org   301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor  

Worship Service 10 a.m.
Concert Across America to end gun violence

 Sunday 12-5 Roosevelt Center
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff, Pastor

Greenbelt Community Church
1 Hillside (at Crescent Road)

Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Sunday Worship
10:15 a.m.

September 25     10 a.m.
"Tilling Our Common Ground"

Guest Worship Leader, UU singer-songwriter Andrew McKnight with Carol Carter 
Walker, Worship Associate.

Andrew McKnight, former environmental engineer turned award-winning singer/
songwriter and guitarist from the foot of northern Virginia’s Blue Ridge. His music 
and messages are infused with great reverence and warmth  for the human journey and 
our place on this magnificent blue ball. In addition to his performing and recording 
career, our fellow UU has devoted much of his energy and passion to causes and issues 

dear to our faith.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

“When freedom of conscience, liberty of thought & 
right of speech prevail…development & growth are in-

evitable.” - Baha’i Writings

Greenbelt Baha'i' Community

1-800-22-UNITE
Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com

301-345-2918
www.greenbeltbahais.org

Mishkan Torah
Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770    301-474-4223
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egali-

tarian synagogue that respects tradition and becomes 
your extended family in the 21st century.

Shabbat services:  Friday evening at 8:00 PM, except 1st Friday of the month, 
i.e. family service at 7:30 PM.  Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K–12 and for adults.
Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes.  Concert choir.  Social Action program.
Opportunity for  leadership development.
Moderate, flexible dues.  High holiday seating for visitors.
Sisterhood.  Men's Club.  Other Social Activities.
Interfaith families are welcome.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

   

James Anthony “Jimmy” or 
“Tator” Williams, a life-time 
Greenbelt resident and a frequent 
presence in Roosevelt Center, 
died on September 7 from lung 
cancer.  He was 56.  He had 
resided with his parents, Jeff and 
Mildred Louise, in the 73 Court 
of Ridge Road but had no fixed 
address for the most part after the 
death of his parents. His friend 
Tim Corley stated that he some-
times called himself The King of 
the Center Bums, a term anyone 
who spent their youth in Green-
belt would understand.  Jimmy 
is survived by sisters Ellen Dietz 
of Salisbury and Wilma Breen of 
Brandywine, as well as brothers 
Jeff Jr., JT of Ocean City and 
Joey of Felton, Del.

Williams lacked a steady 
source of income, although he 
labored at painting and landscap-
ing when he could find the work. 
The friends I spoke with said 
that Jimmy never refused to help 
others whenever and however 
he could. Corley said Williams 
helped him move and for a time, 
accompanied Corley’s son home 
from school. By the time Corley 
returned home from work, Wil-
liams had gotten the son started 
on his homework.

Amy D’Esposito reminisced 
about having been Williams’ 
friend since the age of seven. 
She noted that they both served 
internships at GHI in the youth 
training program. D’Esposito was 
with Williams at the end, helping 
him get admitted to hospice, al-
though he lived just one day after 
admission. D’Esposito recounted 
that Jimmy was very funny and 
tried to make the best out of ev-
ery situation. She stated that she 
admired his integrity; according 
to her, his word was his bond. 
“He was someone with whom 
you could leave $10,000 in cash 

(if you had it) for two weeks and 
return to find every dollar,” she 
claimed.

Former longtime Greenbelter 
Glynnis Reslock (née Beaird) 
echoed the idea that Williams had 
a heart of gold. “He would do 
anything for you and he wouldn’t 
take money,” she related. Wil-
liams, after learning his illness 
was terminal, expressed a desire 
to attend his last Labor Day Fes-
tival. Reslock borrowed a wheel-
chair from a friend’s church and 
pushed him around the rides and 
booths. He was grateful to all for 
the experience. He died a mere 
three days later. Corley listed 
Williams’ friends as Frank White, 
Sean Clerkin, Duke Perry, Don-
nie and Frank Dorsey and Amy’s 
husband, Steve, as well as the 
late Terry Walton. Williams spent 
five years living with Walton on 
Crescent Road as a caretaker in 
the later stages of his friend’s 
battle with muscular dystrophy.

It is easy to judge a person by 
their circumstances.  But quick 
assessments cannot divine a per-
son’s heart or the history and 
incidents that led to his or her 
status.  Williams didn’t have 
much, but he contributed his time 
and support in meaningful ways 
whenever he could. Williams do-
nated his body to science because 
he stated that he didn’t want 
anyone to have to pay for funeral 
or burial arrangements. A memo-
rial service will be held in Room 
201 of the Community Center, 
15 Crescent Road, from noon to 
3 p.m. on Saturday, October 1. 
Those who can attend are encour-
aged to bring a covered dish and 
any photos they could share. Cor-
ley also asked for donations to be 
made there so that he and other 
friends can purchase a plaque in 
Williams’ memory.

Janet Meetre died Monday, 
September 12, 2016 after a brave 
18-month battle with multiple 
myeloma, a cancer of the blood. 
Janet was born February 2, 1942, 
in Washington, D.C. There will 
be a celebration of her life at 
166 Research Road in Greenbelt 
on October 9 from 2 to 5 p.m. 
Friends are invited to stop by 
for whatever length of time is 
convenient. It will be an informal 
setting where Janet’s friends and 
family can gather to share stories 
and honor her memory. Janet’s 
lifelong interest in piano will be 
celebrated with some live perfor-
mances.

Janet was raised in Hyattsville, 
where her family owned a diner 
on Route 1. She attended Hy-
attsville Elementary, Hyattsville 
Junior High and Suitland High 
Schools. She graduated from the 
University of Maryland in 1964 
with a major in Spanish and 
headed for California to work 
in the airline industry, though 
her ambition was to play piano 
and sing professionally. She was 
in flight reservations and was 
an early computer operator for 
Trans World Airlines. She later 
managed cargo at Pan American 

In Memoriam

Jimmy “Tator” Williams
by Rick Ransom

In Memoriam

Janet Meetre
by Cathie Meetre

Airlines. Her work for the air-
lines also allowed her to travel, 
and she visited many countries. 
Janet kept fond memories of the 
many friends she made during 
this time.

The airline industry proving 
a fickle employer, Janet went to 
work as a travel coordinator with 
Mattel Toys. With Mattel, Janet 
experienced one of her favorite 
trips of all time when she got 
to drive the real-life, full-sized 
Barbie Beach Bus from Califor-
nia to Las Vegas and then on to 
Nashville, Tennessee. Honk if 
you love Barbie.

In 1994 she went to work for 
the U.S. Department of Customs 
and Border Patrol (CBP) as an 
inspector. In 2007, she transferred 
back to this area to be closer 
to her family and assist CBP 
with the implementation of new 
computer systems. She moved 
into a block home on Eastway 
in Greenbelt. She enjoyed life in 
Greenbelt, made many delightful 
friends, volunteered for the News 
Review and was a regular par-
ticipant at the Aquatic & Fitness 
Center. She especially enjoyed 
having weekly Sunday dinner 
with her brothers Jeff and Rick, 
prepared by sister-in-law Cathie. 
As her illness progressed, she 
moved to a one-level apartment 
in Westchester Park, where she 
was met with much kindness 
from the staff and residents. 

Janet enjoyed travel and music 
and was a tuneful and capable 
pianist and singer. She could also 
speak, read and write Spanish 
at an effective level. She was a 
devotee of the TV series Golden 
Girls and had a life-long interest 

Jimmy Williams in the hos-
pital.

Janet Meetre enjoyed watch-
ing her grand-nephew playing 
football.
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in aviation, which became part 
of her life again when she volun-
teered at the College Park Avia-
tion Museum.

She will be greatly missed 
by her brothers, Jeff and Rick 
Meetre; her sister-in-law Cathie 
Meetre; nieces Lisa Psaromatis, 
Sarah Liska and Jenny Meetre, 
as well as her many grand-nieces 
and nephews. 

For those wishing to make do-
nations in her name, the College 
Park Airport receives donations 
online at fieldoffirsts.com/donate-
online.

Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

http://www.greenbeltumc.org
http://www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org
http://www.pbuuc.org
mailto:Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com
http://www.greenbeltbahais.org
http://fieldoffirsts.com/donate


Thursday, September 22, 2016          GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW  Page 5

City Information

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.

There are currently vacancies on: Advisory Planning Board, 
Arts Advisory Board, Community Relations Advisory Board, 
Greenbelt Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustain-

ability, Park and Recreation Advisory Board, and  
Youth Advisory Committee, 

For more information contact cmurray@greenbeltmd.gov

MEETINGS FOR WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 26-30
Monday, September 26 at 8:00pm,REGULAR CITY  
COUNCIL MEETING at the Municipal Building, 25 Crescent 
Road. Live on Verizon 21, Comcast 71 and Streaming at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/municipaltv

Tuesday, September 27 at 3:30pm, SENIOR CITIZENS  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE at the Community Center, 15 
Crescent Road. On the agenda: Old Business, FORA/GAIL 
update: Memory Café, Widowed Persons update, Update on Active 
Aging Week Activities, Open Forum: 10/8/2016, New Business,  
Announcements

Tuesday, September 27 at 7:00pm, ADVISORY COMMIT-
TEE ON EDUCATION at the Municipal Building, 25 Crescent 
Road. On the Agenda: Feedback - Labor Day Parade, CIP Hear-
ing, Executive Search, College Park EAC, PTA President’ Meeting, 
Updates – Clubs, Grants, AOB – BOE Meeting on Headstart

Tuesday, September 27 at 7:30pm, ADVISORY COMMIT-
TEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY MEETING 
AND GREEN TEAM MEETING at the Community Center, 
15 Crescent Road. On the agenda: Updates from Sustainability 
Framework / Green Team Circles, Energy / Solar, Food Systems 
/ Sustainable Landcare, Green Building, Land Use / Planning / 
Pathways of Sustainability, Transportation - Patty: Greenbelt Sta-
tion path to Metro, update, Time Bank / Local Economies, Waste 
Management / Zero Waste – LDF recap, Water / Stream / Storm-
water Restoration, Letter asking Council for a Sustainability-minded 
General Manager, update, Sustainable Land Care Policy, update.

Wednesday, September 28 at 7:30pm, ADVISORY PLAN-
NING BOARD at the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road.
On the agenda: Pedestrian and Bike Plan updates.

Wednesday, September 28 at 8:00pm, COUNCIL WORK 
SESSION re: M-NCPPC Zoning Rewrite Module 3 at  
Community Center, 15 Crescent Road.

The schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that 
a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000.

ANGER  
MANAGEMENT
The Drama Club: Dispute 
Resolution and Managing 

Anger 
Mondays, Sept. 26-Nov. 21 

from 7:00-8:15pm  
Greenbelt Community Center 

15 Crescent Road

Adults ages 18 & up. Cost 
is $25 for the workbook.  

Call 301-345-6660 to enroll.

NATIONAL PUBLIC 
LANDS DAY

Saturday, September 24  
 9am-12pm

Historic Turner Family  
Cemetery on Ivy Lane

Volunteers will help: Conserve and 
protect public lands, Clear around his-
torical headstones, Install a protective 
boundary fence, and Paint the main 
entrance gateway gate.
• Free parking spots are available on Turner Place and lim-

ited spaces at Old Line Bank.
• Bring a reusable water bottle.
• Wear weather appropriate clothing and closed-toe shoes 

you don’t mind getting dirty.
• High school students: Bring a copy of your service-learn-

ing form for graduation!
Questions? Contact Erin Josephitis at  

ejosephitis@greenbeltmd.gov or 240-542-2168

Artists, Artisans,  
Authors and Non-

Profit Groups Sought 
for Greenbelt Festival 
of Lights Juried Art 

and Craft Fair
Registration now through 
September 30, individuals 
and non-profit organizations 
can apply to participate in the 
City of Greenbelt’s 2016 Fes-
tival of Lights Juried Art and 
Craft Fair. The Fair will take 
place on December 3 and 
4 at the historic Greenbelt 
Community Center located at 
15 Crescent Rd.

The Art and Craft Fair is open 
to youth exhibitors as well as 
adults. Applications are avail-
able at www.greenbeltmd.
gov/arts. For more informa-
tion, call 301-397-2208. Arts 
programs are sponsored in 
part by the Maryland State 
Arts Council.

DONATION  
DROP-OFF

Green Drop Charitable 
Donations

https://www.gogreendrop.
com/acceptable-items/ 

Saturday, September 24 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
or until the truck is full.

Parking lot between City 
Office & Community Ctr.

Info: 301-474-8308

GREENBELT CITY COUNCIL- REGULAR MEETING
Municipal Building, Monday, September 26, 2016 at 8 p.m.

ORGANIZATION
Call to Order
Roll Call
Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
Consent Agenda – Approval of Staff Recommendations
(Items on the Consent Agenda [marked by *] will be 
approved as recommended by staff, subject to removal 
from the Consent Agenda by Council.)
Approval of Agenda and Additions

COMMUNICATIONS
- Presentations
-  Petitions and Requests
(Petitions received at the meeting will not be acted upon by the 
City Council at this meeting unless Council waives its Standing 
Rules.)
 - * Minutes of Council Meetings
-  Administrative Reports
- *Committee Reports 

LEGISLATION 
- A Resolution to Repeal and Reenact with Amendment Reso-
lution Number 2012 to Adopt Standing Rules for the Council of 
the City of Greenbelt, Maryland
-2nd Reading, Adoption

OTHER BUSINESS
- Application from Willy K’s to Liquor Control Board for 
Special Entertainment Permit 
- Application for Conversion of Liquor License – Shell 
Food Mart
- Public Safety Advisory Committee, Report #2016-1 
(Prescription Drug Take Back Program)
- Letter to Maryland National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission – Zoning Rewrite Module 2 Review
- Council Reports

MEETINGS
NOTE:  This is a preliminary agenda, subject to change. Regular Coun-
cil meetings are open to the public, and all interested citizens are invit-
ed to attend.  If special accommodations are required for any disabled 
person, please call 301-474-8000 no later than 10am on the meeting 
day. Deaf individuals are advised to use MD RELAY at 711 or e-mail  
cmurray@greenbeltmd.gov to reach the City Clerk.

Bring a blanket and some chairs and join us for 
these fun, FREE movie showings!

Saturday September 24 at 7:30pm
Greenbelt National Park-Sweetgum Picnic Area 

6565 Greenbelt Road 

NORTH BY 
NORTHWEST

FREE POPCORN & 
BOTTLED WATER! 

In case of inclement weather, 
call the weather Hotline  

301-474-0646.  

25th Anniversary 
Celebration!

Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center
INVITES YOU TO OUR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2016
Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center, 101 Centerway

Enjoy Daily Admission at 1991 prices!
8:15 - 9:45am: MASTERS SWIM CLASS
10:00 - 10:45am: FREE WATER EXERCISE CLASS
11 - 11:30am: RECEPTION WITH CAKE AND REFRESHMENTS!
                Celebrate with City Council. Th ere will be a recognition of some 

                  of the “Premier” members who joined in 1991.
11:30am - 12:30pm: FITNESS CENTER EQUIPMENT ORIENTATION
11:30am - 1:30pm: WATER FUN FOR CHILDREN

THE CELEBRATION CONTINUES ALL YEAR LONG WITH:
1991 admission prices on the 25th of each month of the year 

and other 25th Anniversary Events and Activities.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 301-397-2204 
or visit www.greenbeltmd.gov/GAFC 

Greenbelt CERT Meeting
Monday, September 26, 2016 at 7:30pm

Greenbelt Police Station (550 Crescent Road)
Agenda:National Preparedness Month Greenbelt CERT Open 
House and Recruitment Fair-RSVP at http://bit.ly/GCERTInvite

GET OUT, GET FIT
FREE Exercise Clinic 
Tuesday, September 

27, 6-7pm 
Schrom Hills Park 

 Fitness Zone
6915 Hanover Parkway

Come out and try the new 
circuit training equipment 
at the park. Session will 
include High Intensity 

Interval Training, Cardio, 
Strength, Plyometrics and 
more.  All levels of fitness 

are welcome!

TAYLOR MARIE FASHION SHOW
An Active Aging Week Special Event!

Wednesday, September 28 from 1:30-4:00pm
Greenbelt Community Center Gym

Greenbelt Residents will model some new fall fash-
ions. Clothing sale will follow with sizes petite to 3X, 

and accessories!
Download the entire ACTIVE AGING WEEK 

SCHEDULE AT www.greenbeltmd.gov

There are still openings 
in the SCHOOL’S OUT-

SKY ZONE TRIP!
Friday, September 30

9:00am-3:30pm
R: $35, NR: $45

Before and After Care is 
available.

Enjoy the weighless-
ness of bouncing, flip-
ping and landing in a 

foam pit! 
Call 301-397-2200 to 

register.

Active Aging Week: 
Explore the Possibilities 

9/26-10/2
Try a new FREE class or 

a new skill and stay  
active. Schedule is  

posted at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov
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Contact us today to schedule an appointment. 

301-DCH-4YOU | 301-324-4968 8118 Good Luck Road   
Lanham, Maryland 20706
DCHweb.orgDoctorsCommunityHospital DCH4YOUDCHweb

We put the community in Doctors Community Hospital with healthcare  
services conveniently located throughout Prince George’s County. In addition 
to our main campus in Lanham, Maryland, you’ll find a wide range of programs 
at our offices in Bowie, Camp Springs, Clinton, College Park, District Heights, 
Largo, Laurel, Riverdale and Suitland. So, you don’t need to leave your 
neighborhood to get high-quality medical care.   

As a healthcare leader, our experienced and compassionate  
professionals provide exceptional care: 

+  Joslin Diabetes Center – the only multidisciplinary program  
 accredited by the American Diabetes Association in the county 
+  Bariatric and Weight Loss Center – the county’s first hospital to provide  
 bariatric weight loss options using the daVinci® surgical robot 
+  Center for Comprehensive Breast Care – the first center  
 with a dedicated breast surgeon in the county 

+  Comprehensive Rehabilitation Services – the area’s largest  
 lymphedema program

In fact, your neighborhood hospital has a broad range of medical  
and surgical services that also include:

When you need  
high-quality health care,  
we’re here for you...  
And here. And here. 

For more than 40 years, Doctors Community Hospital 
has provided comprehensive and high-quality care 
right in your backyard.  We’ll continue to be here when 
you need us . . . wherever in Prince George’s County you 
happen to be.

+  Cardiology Services and Outpatient Vascular Studies 
+  Center for Wound Healing and Hyperbaric Medicine 
+  Comprehensive Orthopedic Services 
+  Doctors Community Rehabilitation and  
 Patient Care Center (transitional care) 
+  Doctors Regional Cancer Center 
+  Emergency Department (24/7) 
+  Imaging Services 
+  Infusion Center 
+  Metropolitan Medical Specialists (primary care) 
+  Sleep Center 
+  Vascular Health Program

Lanham

Laurel

Largo

District Heights

Clinton

Camp Springs

Riverdale
Bowie

College Park

Suitland
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Community-Wide Open House

Come find your 
dream home. 

Sunday Sept. 25th
12 - 3 pm

Pick up a map: 
Corner of Crescent Rd & Southway

www.ghi.coop

SCHOOLS continued from page 1

students take risks. “They really 
build individuality and a sense of 
self, I think, through the creative 
arts and sort of recognizing their 
own style, patterns, the way they 
draw,” Wade said.

Wade hopes to do more en-
vironmental art – maybe hang 
mobiles from trees in the court-
yard or do something with the 
changing leaves. “Students get to 
use all the materials around them 
to create something and also see 
that art can happen everywhere,” 
Wade said. “It’s not just in the 
art room.”

Back at Greenbelt Middle 
School, Jones, a graduate of the 
Corcoran School of Art who cel-
ebrates his 24th year of teaching 
this October, praises the county’s 
support – especially that of Eliza-
beth Stuart, visual arts supervisor 
for PGCPS. 

“I can only do all the stuff 
that I’m doing because I’ve been 
given that liberty,” Jones said. “I 
think it enhances the children’s 
motivation to reach the boundar-
ies as well as move past them 
because they’re being instructed 
by somebody who clearly has 
been allowed huge parameters.”

His classroom is his biggest 
resource – from the Mac comput-
ers to the display board, which 
Jones landed by writing a grant 
to the Greenbelt Community 
Foundation two years ago.

“It inspires me to be in this 

room,” Jones said. “As far as 
resources, I’ve been provided ev-
erything I need to be effective.”

The room allows students the 
freedom of self-expression, which 
is crucial to Jones. 

One of his students is design-
ing a logo for a non-profit orga-
nization. Others, he’s introduced 
to local authors in need of il-
lustrators. Still others have found 
their passion on PowerPoint, de-
signing magazine covers.

And what’s the name of that 
movie the seventh graders are 
making?

The Start of Something New, 
said Anya Wilkinson, student 
director. 

This is the second year that 
students at Greenbelt Middle 
have made a movie, Jones said. 
Both projects have been entirely 
student-driven and executed. 

In January, B-Roll Media and 
Arts, a Maryland-based non-
profit, is coming to help students 
film a documentary on literacy at 
the middle school. If successful, 
the film will be shown at the Old 
Greenbelt Theatre.

“It’s helping them to see that 
these skills and abilities they 
have – they don’t have to wait 
until they’re adults to make use 
of them, to do something signifi-
cant,” Jones said.

Julie Depenbrock is a gradu-
ate student in journalism at the 
University of Maryland.

An example of Greenbelt Elementary art teacher Zsolt Nagy's 
abstract art properties by a fifth grade student.
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There’s a sign on South-
way directing drivers to His-
toric Greenbelt. It turns out there 
should be multiple arrows, since 
the Library of Congress deemed 
Springhill Lake (SHL) apartments 
(renamed Franklin Park at Green-
belt Station) an important historic 
complex, and in 2005 published 
historic black-and-white photo-
graphs of SHL. 

The photos were taken by 
the Historic American Building 
Survey (HABS), a division of 
the U.S. National Park Service, 
said Megan Young, the Greenbelt 
Museum director and curator. 
HABS was designed to document 
historic buildings in the U.S. Re-
cords of the historic photographs 
are archived in the Prints and 
Photographs Division of the Li-
brary of Congress. 

When SHL was first built in 
the mid-1960s it was reputed to 
be the largest garden apartment 
development on the East Coast. 
Theresa Hammonds, the director 
of leasing at Franklin Park, says 
it is still the largest development 
east of the Mississippi River. 

Franklin Park has over 153 
acres of land, 2,877 total units, 
houses over 12,000 people and 
comprises 60 percent of the total 
Greenbelt population, Hammonds 
said. Franklin Park is so vast that 
an elementary school, Springhill 
Lake, even resides on the prop-
erty. “It’s a world in a world,” 
says Hammonds.

About seven years ago, SHL 
apartments transitioned into Em-
pirian Village and in October 
2010, Fieldstone Properties ac-
quired the development and it 
became Franklin Park at Green-
belt Station. 

According to Brian Butler, 
Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-
ter coordinator, the development 
seems much safer now than it 
was in the past. “Before, it was a 
little more turbulent and rowdy,” 
he says, explaining how it was 
common for children living in the 
apartments to simply stop coming 
to the Recreation Center. Now 
though, the apartments seem a lot 
more college student-oriented and 
more diverse, Butler says. 

Greenbelt’s History
Springhill Lake’s home city 

has a unique history. 
Greenbelt was founded in 

1937 by President Franklin Roo-
sevelt’s administration through his 
New Deal programs, specifically 
the Resettlement Administration. 
Franklin Park was named in hon-
or of the president, says Young. 

Greenbelt was one of three 
green towns, along with Green-
dale, Wisc., and Greenhills, Ohio, 
created as part of a social experi-
ment to create new communities 
in areas with affordable housing 
and ample gardens and parks. 
The belt of vast green space 
surrounding the city was how 
Greenbelt got its name. Greenbelt 
was created also to help ease the 
housing shortage near Washing-
ton, D.C., and to create new jobs.

The federal government owned 
Greenbelt until 1952, when it 
sold the city to a local coopera-
tive, Greenbelt Homes, Inc. The 
cooperative later sold large areas 
of vacant land to private devel-
opers.

SHL and its successors have 
helped to form the makeup of 
Greenbelt. “The complex has 
been the cornerstone of the 

Survey Deems Springhill Lake
Apartments Historic Complex

by Chris Miller 

Greenbelt community 
for over 40 years,” says 
Hammonds. 

Franklin Park cur-
rently has over 93 per-
cent occupancy and is 
in the process of reno-
vating and upgrading its 
units. 

The SHL photos can 
be seen on the Library 
of Congress website at 
loc.gov/pictures/item/
md1700/. 

Chris Miller is  a 
graduate student study-
ing journalism at the 
University of Maryland 
and wri t ing for  the 
News Review.

Historic photos of Springhill Lake from the Library of Congress 
website.

The Franklin Park apartments as they look today.
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Letters continued
build a 25-story, 400-unit luxu-
ry high-rise apartment building 
on land adjacent to the existing 
Lakeside North Apartments. Hill-
man conceded that SMC would 
not fight if the council expressed 
serious opposition to the pro-
posal – but the council has not 
expressed this opposition.

Council has had over three 
months to respond to our June 
6 petition asking the council to 
write to Hillman to express op-
position to the proposed Lake-
side North Development and to 
ask him not to proceed with the 
proposal.  A petition to stop the 
Lakeside North Development has 
been signed by over 500 Green-
belt residents and we are still col-
lecting signatures. Despite com-
munity opposition, the council 
has not openly opposed the pro-
posed development.  Additionally, 
the property would have to be 
rezoned to allow for the proposed 

development.  SMC may be seek-
ing to bypass the normal rezoning 
process altogether by obtaining 
special treatment, perhaps under 
the ongoing rewrite.  The June 
6 petition asked the council to 
write to County Councilmember 
Todd Turner to object to any plan 
to avoid a rezoning case by get-
ting special treatment through the 
rewrite.  The council has been 
silent here as well. 

The council owes the com-
munity a response to our June 6 
petition.  

The claim that the council is 
alarmed should not distract atten-
tion from the real issue, which is 
the apparent desire by council to 
keep secret its position on high 
density development in Greenbelt.

Brian Almquist

visit  www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

http://loc.gov/pictures/item/md
http://loc.gov/pictures/item/md
http://www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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Plan for Progress at
the New Deal Café
All-new menu items, an espresso bar, and expand-
ed hours are part of the business plan to transition 
from contracted restaurant operation to self-
management led by an experienced professional— 
like other Greenbelt co-ops. Earnings will belong 
to the Café rather than a for-profit contractor.

All members are encouraged to attend the upcoming 
Special Membership Meeting.  

Motion for Discussion:
The Membership authorizes the Board of Directors, in its 
discretion, to solicit loans and donations up to $200,000, at up 
to the prevailing rate of interest.  These funds will be used for 
the purpose of capital improvements and restaurant 
operations, as well as making other necessary modifications to 
the operation of the Cafe.
This motion is per Article 8, Section 7 of the Café bylaws, “The 
Board of Directors shall not borrow any money in excess of 
$10,000 total during any calendar year without approval by 
the membership.”

Special
Membership
Meeting

Member sign-in begins 6:30pm
Meeting begins 7:00pm

Monday September 26
at the New Deal Café

COUNCIL continued from page 1

 
GREENBRIAR AND GLEN OAKS FALL YARD SALE 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 
Bargain hunters won’t want to miss this. All are invited to enjoy and 

“Shop ‘Till You Drop” at our semi-annual yard sale.  
Light refreshments will be sold. 

Hosted at Greenbriar Community Center 
7600 Hanover Parkway 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 

The event will take place RAIN or SHINE!  
 

 
 

 

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-809-0528

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

in the meeting.
One such project, the water 

fountain in Roosevelt Center, 
appeared likely to be scratched 
from the list now that the city 
has the TapIt program to refill 
water bottles for the public. This 
item will likely appear on the 
agenda of a future city council 
regular meeting as it has been the 
subject of a petition to council 
that needs to be closed out.

Councilmember Judith Davis 
put in a plug for replacing the 
heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning system for Old Green-
belt Theatre. According to the 
theater director, Davis said, this 
project cannot be put off any 
longer. However, this will be an 
expensive project. The Friends of 
Greenbelt Theatre are planning a 
capital campaign but City Man-
ager Michael McLaughlin said 
there needs to be discussion as to 
the purpose of this campaign – 
renovations desired by the theater 
group or renovations to the city-
owned building.

Jordan urged finding a way 
to recoat the Youth Center foam 
roof in the next year or two, say-
ing that it is in really bad shape.

Councilmember Leta Mach 
called for funding expansion of 
the Greenbelt Cemetery by instal-
lation of an urn wall. However, 
Davis noted, this would entail 
cutting down “a swath of trees.”

Renters’ Relief
Assistant City Manager David 

Moran reported on the status of 
Council Action Request 45 from 
2015 regarding whether Greenbelt 
should offer a renters’ tax credit. 
He noted that the State of Mary-
land has a renters’ tax credit for 
very low income residents of up 
to $750 per year. Eligibility is 
based upon the renter’s household 
income, net worth and monthly 
rent excluding utilities for se-
niors and disabled residents. For 
residents under age 60 additional 
factors are considered. According 
to staff research in 2015 there 
were 24 recipients of the state 
credit in Greenbelt’s zip code, 
although some may live outside 
the corporate limits of Greenbelt.

In 2015, Prince George’s 
County established a similar pro-
gram where the county provides 
a grant of 50 percent of the state 
payment to eligible residents. 
Moran’s written report proposed 
that the city could mirror the 
county program.

The counci lmembers  ap -
peared interested in pursuing 
this approach. This will require 
a city ordinance repealing an 
inactive program from 1973 and 
implementing the new program. 
McLaughlin noted that it is too 
late for the program to take ef-
fect for 2016. (The application 
deadline for the state was Sep-
tember 1.)

This item will likely appear on 
a future council agenda.

Budget
There was good news and bad 

in City Treasurer Jeff William’s 
budget update. For FY17, which 
started July 1, the city is on track 
with the adopted budget.

For Fiscal Year 2016, there 
was bad news on the tax front. 
Major commercial property own-
ers were granted abatements (re-
ductions in property tax) by the 
state. There were 13 properties 
receiving abatements of more 
than $5,000. These totaled more 
than $400,000 in FY16 and more 
than $1.3 million over the 2014 
to 2016 assessment cycle. As a 
result, the general fund balance 
(essentially reserves) dropped to 
roughly 11 percent from 13 per-
cent. This is still above the city’s 
10 percent target, however.

2001 Bond Fund
The city continues to show 

a deficit in this fund. The 2001 
Bond Issue funded projects in-
cluding the public works build-
ing, renovations to the Springhill 
Lake Recreation Center, traffic 
calming projects in Greenbelt 
East and renovation of the the-
ater. In FY16, the city transferred 
$300,000 from the general fund 
to bring the deficit down to just 
over $1 million.

Jordan asked if this fund could 
be closed out or renamed. Wil-
liams said that since this fund 
does not have a revenue source 
(now that the initial bond pro-
ceeds are gone) the only way to 
close it out would be a transfer 
from the General Fund. Doing so 
would cut the fund balance by 
roughly one-third.

When asked how a bond fund 
could have a deficit, since the 
funds had been spent and had to 
have come from somewhere, Wil-
liams told the News Review that 
the city’s Consolidated Financial 
Statement differs from the budget 
presentation in that (on page 44 
of the Fiscal Year 2015 state-
ment) it shows the city’s total 
fund balance as $2.5 million, as 
it adds the General Fund balance 
(unassigned funds) of $3.8 mil-
lion and the deficit in the 2001 
bond fund and reports a total 
fund balance of $2.5 million. 
The fund balance monitored by 
council only reflects the General 
Fund.

As noted in the News Re-
view’s front page article on June 
23, the city council has asked 
the Public Safety Advisory Com-
mittee (PSAC) to conduct public 
hearings on security camera is-
sues affecting Greenbelt. Those 
meetings have now been sched-
uled for October.

The first meeting will be held 
on Wednesday, October 5 from 7 
to 9 p.m. at the Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center, 6101 Cherry 
Lane. The second meeting will 
be held on Saturday, October 8 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Greenbriar Community Center, 
7600 Hanover Parkway, #101. 
The third and final meeting will 
be held on Saturday, October 
15 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
the Municipal Building Council 
Room, 25 Crescent Road. Any 
Greenbelter may attend any of 
the meetings.

At present there are a total of 
61 security cameras in the city: 
17 in the Community Center; 
five in and around Public Works; 
three at Roosevelt Center; 12 in 
and around the Aquatic & Fit-
ness Center; 19 in and around 
the police station; two outside of  
Springhill Lake Recreation Cen-
ter; one outside of Springhill 
Lake Elementary School; and two 
at the Spellman Overpass. The 
city’s Information Technology 
branch, whose director is Dale 
Worley, manages all of the cam-
eras except for those at the Com-
munity Center and Public Works. 

Security Camera Meetings
Scheduled in October

by Stan Zirkin

Those locations are maintaining 
legacy systems that have been in 
place for some time. 

The meetings will seek to 
elicit the public’s input on con-
cerns relating to current security 
cameras; the need for additional 
security cameras; suggested lo-
cations for additional cameras; 
and reasons for each concern or 
suggestion. A police representa-
tive will be available to answer 
questions at the meetings. For 
those who are unable to attend 
in person, email comments or 
suggestions to stanley.zirkin@
gmail.com. 

Stan Zirkin is a member of 
PSAC and the News Review.

Volunteer Opportunity
For Public Lands Day

On Saturday, September 24, 
from 9 a.m. to noon, Greenbelt 
is celebrating National Public 
Lands Day with a volunteer op-
portunity at the historic Turner 
Family Cemetery on Ivy Lane. 
Volunteers can help to conserve 
and protect public lands by clear-
ing around historical headstones, 
installing a protective boundary 
fence and painting the main en-
trance gateway gate.

High school students: Bring 
a copy of your service-learning 
form for graduation.

For more information, contact 
Erin Josephitis at ejosephitis@
greenbeltmd.gov or 240-542-
2168.

City Notes
Planning Staff prepared a brief 

of the status/goals of bike plan-
ning in Greenbelt for the Inter-
Municipal Bikeways Working 
Group.

Public Works and Horticulture 
staff met to discuss the purchase 
of new trees from the Pepco 
rebate.

Street Maintenance/Special 
Details crews took steel cans to 
the county scrap metal yard and 
also dumped 55 barrels filled 
with water and oil into a recy-
cling tank.

The Youth Center gym floor 
refinishing project is complete.

Aquatic & Fitness Center 
staff, with the assistance of the 
Greenbelt Police Department, 
conducted in-service training for 
cashiers and pool managers, dis-
cussing ways to deal with hostile 
and confrontational situations.

The Fall Walk With Ease 
class has begun at Schrom Hills 
Park, with participants taking 
the Schrom Hills path and learn-
ing about arthritis and exercise. 
The Walk With Ease/Walk on 
Route 66 group in the commu-
nity center gym has walked from 
Greenbelt and is almost in Cum-
berland, on their way to L.A. via 
virtual Route 66.

Jewish Vegetarian
Talk at Mishkan Torah

Jeffrey Cohan will give a talk, 
Judaism and Animals: Restor-
ing the Relationship, at Mishkan 
Torah Synagogue on Sunday, 
September 25 at 4 p.m. Cohan, 
executive director of Jewish Veg 
and author of the blog The Beet-
Eating Heeb, will explore Torah 
passages that may suggest an 
exclusively plant-based diet. He 
will present health and culinary 
aspects of vegan and vegetarian 
diets and share resources pro-
vided by Jewish Veg (jewishveg.
org).  

The event is free and open to 
the public. Light, vegan refresh-
ments will be served.

mailto:stanley.zirkin@gmail.com
mailto:stanley.zirkin@gmail.com
mailto:ejosephitis@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:ejosephitis@greenbeltmd.gov
http://jewishveg.org
http://jewishveg.org
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Police Blotter

Reward of up to $1,000 for informaiton.  Call 1-866-411-TIPS.
People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 

Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

 
 

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union is pleased to announce  
the newest member benefit – GreenPath. 

 
The credit union is providing free access to money management and financial education services 
by teaming up with GreenPath for financial wellness, a financial education and counseling 
program.   
 
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union members can receive assistance with: 

 Personal and family budgeting 
 Understanding your personal credit report and how to improve your score 
 Personal money management 
 Debt repayment (fees may apply) 
 Avoiding bankruptcy, foreclosure, and repossession 

 
Join your community credit union to receive the benefits of membership. 

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 
112 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

301-474-5900 – www.greenbeltfcu.com 
 
 

Home Invasion
September 9, 11:48 a.m., 6100 

block Breezewood Drive. A wom-
an saw a man standing in front 
of her apartment building. When 
she walked to her front door, he 
produced a gun, pushed her into 
her apartment and demanded 
money. After he got it, he began 
walking through the apartment. 
The woman ran from the apart-
ment yelling for help. The man 
then exited and fled on foot. He 
is described as black, 5’10” tall, 
with a long face, light complex-
ion, hair in short curls, wearing a 
red short-sleeved shirt and black 
jeans.

September 14, 1:52 p.m., 6200 
block Springhill Court. A man 
followed a woman into an apart-
ment building and when she 
opened the door to her residence 
he forced his way in, produced a 
gun and announced a robbery. He 
fled after obtaining two notebook-
type computers and money. He is 
described as black, 21 to 26 years 
old, 5’10” to 5’11” tall with a 
thin build, short black hair and a 
beard, wearing camouflage pants 
and a black shirt.

Theft
September 8, 5700 block 

Greenbelt Metro Drive. Three 
nonresidents ages 17 to 19 were 
arrested for theft when officers 
responded to a report of people 
attempting to enter vehicles at 
the Greenbelt Metro Station. The 
three were located in the parking 
lot in a vehicle and found to be 
in possession of stolen property. 
The two adults were released 
on citation pending trial and the 
youth was released on citation 
pending action by the Juvenile 
Justice System.

September 8, 4:33 p.m., 6500 
block Springcrest Drive. A parcel 
package was taken from the front 
of a residence on July 27.

September 9, 11:24 a.m., 6500 
block Capitol Drive. A dealer 
registration plate was taken from 
Capitol Cadillac.

September 11, 11:54 a.m., 
5900 block Cherrywood Terrace. 
A parcel package was signed for 
and taken on September 5.

September 11, 11:56 a.m., 100 
block Centerway. An unattended 
cell phone was taken at the Co-
op Supermarket.

September 14, 4 p.m., 9000 
block Breezewood Terrace. Jew-
elry and a Kindle Fire were taken 
during an eviction.

Public Intoxication
September 11, 8:02 p.m., 

Cherrywood Lane near Green-
belt Metro Drive. A 33-year-old 
resident was arrested and charged 
with public intoxication when of-
ficers responded to a report of an 
intoxicated man on a bridge. He 
was released on citation pending 
trial.

Vandalism
September 8, 2:46 p.m., 9300 

block Edmonston Road. A bed-
room window of a residence was 
broken out.

Vehicle Crime
One vehicle was stolen from 

the 7500 block Mandan Road, a 
black 2004 Chevrolet Tahoe SUV 
with Md. tags 63220CF.

Six vehicles were recovered, 
including three from Greenbelt. 

A 2001 Audi reported stolen from 
Edmonston Court on September 
4 was recovered September 8 
by D.C. Metropolitan police in 
the 300 block Jefferson Street, 
S.W. A 2005 Honda motorcycle 
reported stolen September 6 from 
the 9100 block Springhill Lane 
was recovered September 12 by 
D.C. Metropolitan police in the 
3200 block Stanton Street, S.E. 
A 2013 Yamaha motorcycle re-
ported stolen from the 9100 block 
Edmonston Road on September 6 
was recovered September 10 by 
Prince George’s County police in 
the 5700 block Allentown Road 
in Suitland.

Three vehicles stolen else-
where were recovered in Green-
belt. A 2006 Nissan Altima re-
ported stolen to Montgomery 
County police was recovered 
September 10 in the 5700 block 
Greenbelt Metro Drive and ap-
pears to have been involved in 
an accident. A 2008 Honda Civic 
CRX reported stolen by Laurel 
city police was recovered Sep-
tember 13 in the 9100 block 
Springhill Lane. A 2016 Lacrosse 
sedan reported stolen by Prince 
George’s County police was re-
covered on September 14 in the 
7900 block Mandan Road.

Eighteen thefts or attempted 
thefts from vehicles were re-
ported. Two involved possibly 
unlocked cars in the 7800 block 
Somerset Court (head phones, 
hand tools and charger) and 8300 
block Canning Terrace (laptop 
computer) and one unlocked car 
in the 400 block Ridge Road 
(GPS). Four thefts occurred af-
ter windows were broken out to 
gain access in the 9100 block  
Springhill Lane (handicap plac-
ard), 9000 block Breezewood 
Terrace (money, GPS) and two 
occurrences in the 7800 block 
Mandan Road (purse, laptop com-
puter).

Two sets of four tires and 
rims were taken, one set in the 
9100 block Edmonston Road 
and the other in the 5800 block 
Cherrywood Terrace. Three thefts 
occurred in the 400 block Ridge 
Road, where sunglasses were 
taken from one auto; sunglasses, 
jewelry and money from another; 
and cash from a third after the 
door was forced open. Keys were 
taken from the 9300 block Ed-
monston Road.

There were five attempted 
thefts in which nothing appeared 
to have been taken. In the 9000 
block Breezewood Terrace win-
dows were broken out in two 
vehicles and both were rifled 
through. In the 400 block Ridge 
Road an unlocked vehicle was 
rummaged through. Vehicles were 
also rifled through in the 7600 
block Mandan Road and 5900 
block Cherrywood Court.

Five acts of vandalism were 
reported. Windows were bro-
ken out in three vehicles in the 
9100 block Springhill Lane, 9000 
Breezewood Terrace and 5900 
block Cherrywood Lane. A win-
dow was broken and two tires 
slashed on one car in the 7800 
block Hanover Parkway and four 
tires on one vehicle were slashed 
in the 6100 block Springhill Ter-
race.

ACE Grant-Writing 
Workshop at GES

The Greenbelt Advisory Com-
mittee on Education (ACE) will 
hold a grant-writing workshop 
on Thursday, September 29 from 
7 to 8:30 p.m. at Greenbelt El-
ementary School in the Media 
Center. The instructor will be 
Emmett Jordan.

 The workshop is aimed at 
school administrators, teachers, 
parent-teacher association vol-
unteers and community mem-
bers from the seven ACE core 
schools: Greenbelt Elementary, 
Springhill Lake Elementary, Mag-
nolia Elementary, Turning Point 
Academy, Dora Kennedy French 
Immersion, Greenbelt Middle and 
Eleanor Roosevelt High School. 
All are welcome to attend.

 Successful grant proposal 
writing is a process that requires 
a strategic and systematic ap-
proach.   This workshop will 
provide an overview of that pro-
cess and offer some insight into 
effective grant development tech-
niques. Topics will include: how 
to turn ideas into successful grant 
proposals, what to include in a 
grant proposal and identifying 
and researching potential funding 
sources.

Jordan is the mayor of Green-
belt and has extensive experience 
with grants. He has designed and 
implemented successful market-
ing, communication and fund-
raising programs for educational, 
health care, cultural, and social 
service organizations for more 
than 25 years. He has worked 
with non-profit associations, busi-
nesses, universities and govern-
ment agencies on grant writing 
and other fund-raising activities.

The program will share some 
information about how to apply 
for the ACE Grants to Schools 
program. The deadline for ACE 
grant proposals is November 1. 
For more information see: www.
greenbeltmd.gov.

The workshop is free and 
open to the public. Pre-registra-
tion is not required. Greenbelt 
Elementary School is located at 
66 Ridge Road.

Old Church Slavonic
Concert September 29

The  Semina ry  Cho i r  o f 
Blessed Theodore Romzha Acad-
emy in Mukačevo, Ukraine will 
perform a concert at St. Gregory 
of Nyssa Byzantine Catholic 
Church on Thursday, September 
29 at 7 p.m. It will feature sa-
cred music from the Carpathian 
region of Eastern Europe sung by 
seminarians in Old Church Sla-
vonic and include selections from 
liturgical services and religious 
hymns. A dessert and coffee re-
ception will follow the concert.

The public is invited and there 
is no charge. Freewill offerings 
will be used to support the semi-
nary. Audio and video recordings 
of the choir will be available for 
purchase.

St. Gregory’s is located at 
12420 Old Gunpowder Road 
Spur in Beltsville. Call 301-953-
9323 or visit stgregoryofnyssa.net 
for more information. 

Join Greenbelt in celebrat-
ing the International Council on 
Active Aging’s Active Aging 
Week, Monday, September 26 
through October 2. The city is 
hosting many free activities for 
individuals of all ages during this 
week. Try out the Senior Swim 
on Monday, Holy Cross Senior 
Fit class on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings, or the Fit’N 
Fun Cardio class; attend the free 
lunch at Greenbriar Condomini-
ums (registration required); get a 
taste of Tai Chi, try out Double 
Dutch, play strategy games and 
come to the following free spe-
cial programs:

Walk with Aegis to reach 
more than 100,000 miles walked 
this week: Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday at 9:45 a.m. at the 
Community Center; Tuesday and 
Thursday Walk on Route 66 in 
the Community Center gym from 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m.; and Thursday 
9 a.m. at Buddy Attick Park 
(meet at the tennis courts). Yoga 
at Green Ridge House, Monday 
and Thursday at 10 a.m.

Ageless Grace with Riz on 
Monday at 1:15 p.m., Marsha 
Thursday at 9:30 a.m., Karen Fri-
day at 11 a.m., or Janet Saturday 
at 11:15 a.m.

Pickleball Monday and Thurs-
day at 2:30 p.m., Community 
Center Gym. Get Out Get Fit Ex-
ercise Clinic Tuesday at 6 p.m., 
Schrom Hills Park Fitness zone.  
Free drop-ins at the Greenbelt 
Aquatic & Fitness Center every 
day. 

Wednesday
All aquacize classes are free 

in celebration of the GAFC’s 
25th anniversary. Attend the 
Golden Age Club meeting at 11 
a.m. at the Community Center; 
Taylor Marie Fashion Show at 
1 p.m. at the Community Center 
Gym; Tai Chi with Linda at 6:30 
p.m., Youth Center.

Thursday
How to Stay Young the First 

100 Years, 10:30 a.m. at the 
Community Center, followed 
by free Spinal Screens at the 
GAFC, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
Sponsored by Sims Chiropractic.  
Free lunch at Greenbriar com-
plete with Bingo and prizes from 
12:15 to 2:15 p.m. (registration 
required, call 301-397-2008). 

Sew For Charity 10 a.m. to 2 

Celebrate Active Aging Week
by Karen Haseley

p.m., Community Center.
After School Fit club ages 5 

to 12 from 3 to 5 p.m. at Youth 
Center Gym.

Ladies night Basketball 8 p.m. 
at Springhill Lake Gym.

Friday
Gifts From the Heart 10 a.m. 

to noon, Community Center.
Explorations Unlimited on at 

1 p.m., Greenbelt Community 
Center: Minding Your Medica-
tions with Clinical Pharmacy 
Associates.

Saturday
Fitness Equipment introduction 

at GAFC, designed for those with 
visual impairments, but all are 
welcome. (registration required, 
call 301-397-2208).

Contra Dance (a fee will be 
collected at Community Center 
gym door) 6:30 to 9:45 p.m.

Oklahoma (fee) Old Greenbelt 
Theatre Sunday at 10 a.m.

Artful Afternoon Sunday at 
Community Center from 1 to 5 
p.m.

Call 301-397-2208 for more 
information. Come on out, get 
Active and have loads of fun!  

Greenbelt News Review
Annual Meeting

Sunday, October 2, 
4 to 6 p.m.

Community Center
Light Refreshments

http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov
http://stgregoryofnyssa.net
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Cantwell/Broker: 410-790-5099   Frances Fendlay: 240-481-3851 
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749    Christina Doss: 410-365-6769 
Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233    Mark Riley: 301-792-3638 
Mindy Wu:  301-661-5387     Rachel Howard: 443-852-4924 
7829 BELLE POINT DRIVE, GREENBELT, MD 20770  (301)441-1071 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
225 LASTNER LN- OPEN SATURDAY, 9/25 (1pm-3pm)  Single Family Split Foyer w/ 4 
Br, 3 Full Baths, Beautiful Hardwoods, custom deck, awesome location!  
101 RIDGE- Unique Log Cabin in the Woods- $512,000 

12 EMPIRE- Lakewood Home, 3 Br., 2 Bath- $349,500 
106 LYNBROOK CT- Boxwood Rambler with 3 Br, 2 bath- $379,000 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

GHI COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSES: 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th, 12pm-3pm 
Come see these wonderful homes offered by TCR: 

2L EASTWAY- 2 Br, 1 Bath Block w/ brick entrance. Perfect Location to 
downtown- $164,900 
57E RIDGE- 2 Br, could easily be 3 Br, Extra space w/ addition- $119,900  
7D HILLSIDE- 3 Br, End Block. Garage, family room addition, fireplace, & 
open kitchen. $215,000 
3F EASTWAY - 2 Br, block home w/ first floor 1/2 bath! Private, cottage 
feel.  $156,000 
2A LAUREL HILL- 2 Bedroom End Unit GHI- $149,500 

11F SOUTHWAY- Price reduced!  Great location and parking- $136,500 
 
 

 

HELP WANTED

OPERATORS AND MANICURIST 
needed for family hair salon.  Domi-
nick’s Hairstylist, College Park.  301-
980-9200

CONDO IN GREENBELT, MD is 
seeking Maintenance Technician/
Grounds Person with experience in 
building maintenance with ability to 
do basic drywall, plumbing and electric 
work. This is a unique 30 hours a week 
job.  Pay depends upon experience.  
Proficiency with all the tools and equip-
ment appropriate to job responsibilities.  
Must have valid driver’s license and 
reliable transportation; Ability to lift 
50 pounds; Good oral communication 
and customer service skills.  Interested 
candidates please email your resume 
and references to hr@cviinc.com or 
fax your resume and references to HR 
Dept. at 301-596-2082.

DRIVERS – $1,275 per week + month-
ly bonuses up to $500+.  Guaranteed 
hometime. BCBS benefits.  No touch. 
CDL-A 1yr exp. 855-842-8498.

DRIVERS CDL-A, Regional 46-49 
cpm!  Home weekly – some weekdays!  
Excellent benefits!  Flatbed exp. Nice 
sign-on-bonus.  Training available.  
Kasey, 855-842-8420 x160

DRIVERS – CO&O\Op’s.  Earn great 
money running dedicated!  Great ben-
efits.  Home weekly.  Monthly bonuses.  
Drive newer equipment! 855-582-2265

DRIVERS: $850 avg dedicated, $1,200 
avg regional – Base on CPM.  Routes 
are near home!  CDL-A, 3 yrs. exp.  
25yoa.  NNT, 844-499-0662

MERCHANDISE

TRYING TO QUIT SMOKING? 
Premium E-liquids, popular brands 
nicotine strengths 20-0%, 25% off retail 
prices.  Buy 3 get 1 free.  301-459-5624.

FREE – Liriope, day lilies, and other 
plants.  You dig.  Sue, 301-474-2219.

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

RENTAL/GREENBELT CONDO-
MINIUM – Rent $800’s: +++per 
month.  All utilities and condo fee paid 
by landlord.  Walk to NASA, CAC, 
2 bedrooms, large kitchen & living 
room, carpet, full bath with shower 
and bath tub.  Walk-in & other closets.  
Consider higher offers.  Refrigerator, 
furnace, full size washer and full size 
dryer, garbage disposal, etc.  Parking 
permits & extra parking.  Tel: 301-552-
3354 (must leave a detailed message),  
aashish_intouch@yahoo.com.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, network, wireless 
computer design and upgrades, anti-
virus, anti-spam, firewall, etc.  240-
601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – By a Profes-
sional Animal Care Specialist.  All 
types of animals!  Insured!  Reasonable 
rates!  References available.  Patti, 
301-910-0050.

JACKIE’S CLEANING – No job too 
big or small.  Estimates, 301-731-0115.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-523-9884.

INFANT CARE SPECIALIST – Li-
censed available full time or part 
time, 6 a.m. – midnight, seven days a 
week. – Call Angela, 301-807-0513, 
in Greenbelt.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering.  Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men

301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Sarah V. Liska 
Broker/Owner 
410-549-1800 
301-385-0523 
sarah@freedomrealtymd.com 

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 

additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $9.60 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($14.40).  
Deadline 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-
ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

NEXT DAY HOME & YARD SER-
VICES – Still offers the best yard 
cutting and landscaping value in the 
Greenbelt community.  Call Dennis 
at 240-264-7638.  Labor Day specials 
available.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC – Plumbing, electri-
cal, painting, drywall, landscape design, 
flower beds, bucket truck services, 
stump grinding, pruning trees & re-
moval, pole lighting, sign maintenance. 
Mulch & top soil delivery. Dkellaher@
hotmail.com. 301-318-5472. Licensed 
& insured.  Visa, MasterCard, Discover.

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

BUYING JUNK from basements, 
garages, attics, self-storage.  Robert, 
240-515-4700

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials, waxing and massage.  301-
345-1849.

AIR CONDITIONING – We special-
ize in installing Mitsubishi ductless 
systems in Greenbelt Homes.  Call 
Mike at H&C Heating and Cooling, 
301-953-2113.  Licensed and insured 
since 1969.

QUE’S HANDYMAN SERVICES is 
back.  A/C, heating, plumbing, electri-
cal, drywall, power wash exteriors, 
odd jobs, etc.  HVAC certified (24 hr. 
maintenance on call services).  Phone 
240-424-4284

PAINTING SERVICES – Residential, 
interior/exterior, fences, sheds, decks.  
Please call 240-461-9056.

HARRIS LOCK & KEY SERVICE 
-- Mobile service: repairing, rekeying 
and installation. 240-593-0828.

PIANO LESSONS in your home! (Old 
Greenbelt or Berwyn Heights). Former 
PGCPS music teacher, experienced 
private instructor. Students with special 
needs welcome. Ms. Liz 240-601-2825.

MISS GREENBELT pageant and pa-
rade photos available for sale online 
at guptillphotography.com.  Low cost.  
Downloads or prints.  25% discount 
till October 1.

GREENBELT YARDMAN – Mowing, 
weed wacking, leaves, etc.  Call John, 
240-605-0985.

HEART TO HEART SENIOR & 
ADULT CARE SERVICES.  301-937-
7504. Companionship, light housekeep-
ing, bathing, grooming, continence 
care, meal prep, errands transportation, 
Alzheimer’s care, vital signs.  1-hour 
minimum – up to 24 hours a day, 24/7 
365 days a year.  Employee-based 
licensed, insured, bonded.  Workers 
Comp.  Free care consultation 7 days a 
week.  Over 20 years’ experience.

NEED PAINTING?  Don’t pay the high 
prices.  Call 615-260-8287 NOW!

I LOVE BABIES!  Experienced nanny 
seeks full or part-time job.  I can pick 
up your child from school, cook, and 
clean up, too.  References available.  
Call Janet, 1-240-440-2574.

HOUSE CLEANING – Please call 
Janet, 1-240-440-2574.

GUITAR & MUSIC LESSONS – For 
every age & style, get lessons from an 
experienced professional.  Call Noah 
for more info.  240-593-5658

RUSSELL’S TRIMLAWN & LAND-
SCAPE – Seeding, aerating, mulching, 
leaf cleanup, mowing & maintenance.  
301-595-9344

MATH TUTOR -- $17 per hour.  At 
your home or mine.  301-313-9029

YARD/MOVING SALES

YARD SALE – Sat. 9/24, 8-2.  6300 
Cipriano Road.  Huge, multi-family.  
Many collectibles, glassware, house-
hold, some furn. & clothing.

GREENBELT NURSERY SCHOOL is 
having a yard sale Saturday, October 1, 
rain or shine, 8 a.m.- 1 p.m. Community 
Center lawn.

YARD SALE – Sat., Sept. 24, 9 a.m.- 
12 p.m.  Lots of stuff.  Ridge Rd. 
between 35 and 37 Ct.  No early birds.

MULTI-FAMILY – 10-1-16, 8-1, 7D 
Research Rd.  Antiques, furniture, bo-
nus extra lg, tall men’s sweat suits, jeans 
& other apparel.  Jewelry, old albums, 
and much more.  So much more.  

SAT. OCTOBER 8, 8-2.  30+ sellers.  
Vendor spaces available, $25  Holy 
Cross Lutheran Church, 6905 Green-
belt Road.  Sponsored by Boy Scout 
Venturing Crew #851.  Questions? 
410-717-6515

FLEA MARKET – Saturday, Octo-
ber 22, 2016, 9 a.m.- 1 p.m.  Glenn 
Dale Fire House, 11900 Glenn Dale 
Blvd., Glenn Dale, Md. 20769.  For 
information, auxgdfa18@aol.com or 
301-852-8540.

mailto:hr@cviinc.com
mailto:aashish_intouch@yahoo.com
http://www.continentalmovers.net
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
mailto:Dkellaher@hotmail.com
http://guptillphotography.com
mailto:auxgdfa18@aol.com
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-441-1246

Law Offices of David R. Cross
Located in Roosevelt Center

115 Centerway
301-474-5705

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

• Now Offering! •
Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage

A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 Traditional Funerals 
 Life Celebrations 
 Memorial Services 
 Simple Cremations

4739 Baltimore Avenue  Hyattsville, MD 20781 

 

Serving Families in the Greenbelt Area ... 
… Since 1858 

301-927-6100 
www.gaschs.com 

 Pet Cremations             
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Monuments & Markers 
 Flowers























      
     



  



     

 
   
    

     
   
       















     
    
    

  

    

    
    


      
      
     

     
    
    

     
     
    

    
    
     


     
    


      


      
 
     

  
    
   

     
    
 

      
 



     
  
      
     



   

    



 




















wislerconstruction@gmail.com

Wisler Construction LLC
Home & Business

Improvements
Kitchens~Bathrooms~Basements ~Painting

Pressure Washing~Repairs~Sheds~Deck Care
Ceramic Tile~Drywall~Laminated Floors

Commercial Interior Remodeling
 ~Licensed Bonded Insured~

MHIC #40475 
Call 301-345-1261

We can also assist with GHI Renovations: 
Moving Furniture, Air Conditioners, Etc

For Sale
39 C Ridge Rd  $207,000

Beautifully remodeled
3BR, 1.5BA block end

Awesome yard

Kelly Tate
Taylor Properties
410-991-8404 cell

800-913-4326

College Park Farmers Market
New Vendors

5211 Paint Branch Parkway
Saturdays 7:00am - 12:00 noon

For additional information call 301-399-5485

Miller Farms

MillerFarmsClinton.com

Baked Goods, Gala apples, cantaloupes, 
melons, sweet corn, berries, peaches,

 tomatoes, vegetables, flowers and plants.
Visit our stand at the College Park Farmer's Market.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, 9/24, 1-3pm 
225 LASTNER LANE 

Spacious 4 bedroom, 3 full bath, Split-foyer 
Single Family home in Old Greenbelt.  

Huge basement w/ family room, fireplace, 
 and full bath perfect for entertaining.  

Custom deck w/ huge backyard. This home 
features lots of storage, hardwood floors, open 

living-dining plan and great natural lighting! 

RICHARD CANTWELL  

(410)790-5099 
 

PRICED AT 
$372,000 

Two Greenbelt homes are on 
the 2016 Tour of Solar and Green 
Homes, scheduled for Saturday, 
October 1, and Sunday, October 
2 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Spon-
sored by the Sierra Club, the Mid 
Atlantic Solar Energy Society and 
the American Solar Energy Soci-
ety, the tour showcases 40 homes 
with environmentally-friendly 
features located throughout the 
Washington metropolitan area.

6 Pinecrest (exterior only on 
the tour) has a 6.02 KW photo 
voltaic system leased from Solar 
City. The 30 panels installed on 
two roof surfaces can sustain 130 
mph winds. Each individual pan-
el weighs less than 40 pounds, 
which facilitated construction 
without roof reinforcement. The 
system is configured so that if 
any one panel is in shade, that 
panel no longer generates power 
but the rest of the system contin-
ues to use the sun’s energy. This 
home also features two Prius 
automobiles in the driveway and 

Solar Homes Tour Saturday
To Feature Greenbelt Homes

edible plants (blueberries, straw-
berries, asparagus and herbs) in 
the landscaping.

108 Ridge (whole house on 
the tour) is a passive solar resi-
dence designed and pre-engi-
neered by Acorn Deck House. 
House siting and design, rather 
than manufactured devices, cap-
ture the energy of the sun and 
lessen generated energy demands. 
Large expanses of south-facing 
glass allow storage of winter sun 
heat in the concrete underlay of 
tile flooring. Light shafts through 
the front deck provide natural 
lighting to the lower level. Op-
erable clerestory windows can 
vent hot air and draw cooler air 
from shaded areas. Massive trees 
provide shade in the summer and 
shelter from winter winds.

A guide to the complete 2016 
Metropolitan Solar Homes Tour, 
downloadable from solartour.org, 
has detailed descriptions, direc-
tions, a map and photos of all 
featured homes. 

Dena Kohn Scholarship
Fund Mini Golf Event

On Sunday, September 25 
from 9 a.m. to noon there will be 
a fundraiser for the Dena Kohn 
Theatre Lab Scholarship Fund as 
a celebration of the life of life-
long Greenbelter Dena Kohn, who 
died just before her 23rd birthday.

The Dena Kohn Scholarship 
Fund provides scholarships each 
summer to teenagers to participate 
in Theatre Lab’s Musical The-
atre Institute for teens. The Fund 
was established to perpetuate the 
memory and spirit of Dena Kohn 
and the values of giving back that 
she cherished.

The event will be held at 
Rocky Gorge Four Seasons Golf 
Fairway on U.S. Route 29 and 
Old Columbia Road, Laurel.

Call Robert Goldberg-Strassler 
at 301-345-8755 to sponsor a hole 
or with any questions.

Exploring Minding 
Your Medicines

Explorations Unlimited wel-
comes Drs. Christopher and Sa-
brina Keeys on Friday, Septem-
ber 30. The Keeys will discuss 
community programs designed 
for patients and caregivers to 
help participants understand how 
medication works to prevent, 
treat or correct health disorders. 
They will also share information 
that will empower individuals 
(family and caregivers) to “Mind 
Your Medication.” What are your 
rights, responsibilities, beliefs, 
experiences, knowledge, strengths 
and limitations?

Explorations Unlimited is held 
every Friday from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at the Community Center. This 
presentation will be held in room 
114. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and questions are always 
encouraged. Call 301-397-2208 
for more information.

http://www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com
mailto:wislerconstruction@gmail.com
http://MillerFarmsClinton.com
http://solartour.org
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As she stepped off the plane 
onto the steps leading to the 
tarmac, J Davis, accompanied by 
her sister, embarked on a journey 
to explore Cuba’s history, people 
and the introduction of private 
sector activity. “I made this trip 
now so that I could see what 
Cuba was like before the changes 
occur while Cuba rebuilds and 
modernizes,” she said. 

Outside the airport, a line of 
classic 1950s cars waited for 
tourists, as well as a modern Chi-
nese tour bus that would be used 
by her group, the Road Scholars, 
throughout the trip. The road to 
the hotel was filled with old cars 
and trucks, along with foreign-
made cars, scooters and bicycles. 
But the vintage cars were not 
what Davis wanted to see the 
most. On this trip, she would 
meet ranchers from Camaguey 
and learn how the ranch interacts 
with and supports a local village. 
She would visit the Ché Guevara 
Memorial and Museum in Santa 
Clara, learn about fishing from 
a local coastal community, meet 
dancers in Guantanamo special-
izing in La Tumba Francesa, a 
song and drumming style that 
accompanies a fusion of West Af-
rican and French colonial dances, 
and so much more. Each city and 
town would have a history, with 
plenty of fine food, dancing, arts, 
sports and schools. In 16 days of 
traveling on an island, however, 
they would not once stop at a 
beach as that isn’t considered 
educational.

From the tour bus, Davis saw 
houses, farms, community gar-
dens and people selling items on 
their porches. She noticed people 
waiting in line at bus stops and 

J Davis Gets an Education
While Exploring Cuba

by Jane Ulrich

street corners waving pesos at 
passing vehicles. If the tour bus 
had empty seats, it would have 
had to stop to pick up people ac-
cording to Cuban law. 

Tourists receive the best of 
what Cuba has to offer, Davis 
recounted. Tourism is one of the 
primary ways that the island state 
makes money. Only in Cuba can 
one convert dollars to (tourist) 
pesos. A 13 percent fee is as-
sessed on all conversions and 
the entire fee goes back to the 
government. Tourists can get 
steak whereas a citizen may not 
be able to afford steak for ropa 
vieja, a Cuban dish of shredded 
meat, peppers and onions. The 
Cuban government sells licenses 
for all street performers, taxi 
drivers, restaurants and hotels. 
Licensed bed and breakfast lodg-
ings are sprouting up everywhere.

The tour had a striking his-
t o r y  l e s s o n , 
she said. The 
six-lane high-
way that they 
were traveling 
on ended mid-
commute. The 
tour bus went 
from a paved 
highway to a 
smaller country 
road. In 1991, 
before the “spe-
cial period in a 
time of peace,” 
t h e  h i g h w a y 
that connected 
the island was 
ha l fway  f in -
i s h e d .  T h i s 
abrupt transi-
tion occurred 
when the USSR 
d i s s o l v e d , 
stopped paying 
for 80 percent 
of Cuba’s ex-

Cuban school children after class.
- Photos by J Davis

Book stalls in Havana.

ports and imports and stopped 
building the highway. From 1991 
to 1995, most adult Cubans lost 
from 5 to 25 percent of their 
weight due to a shortage of food.

Davis remarked that resources 
are not taken for granted in Cuba. 
It is not uncommon to make the 
items that you need out of what 
you have on hand or can find. 

Once the great exodus oc-
curred in the 1950s, she said, Fi-
del Castro gave housing rights to 
the people wherever they lived. 
For example, the maid of a for-
mer household might become 
the owner of a lavish house. As 
more people needed housing, 
more people crowded into a large 
house. Each person would then 
own a room or set of rooms. The 
difficulty was that no one person 
was responsible for the upkeep 
of the whole building, and no 
one, not even the government, 
had the resources to renovate. 
Since Raúl Castro has stepped 
in as president, many laws have 
eased. Private business is pos-
sible, homes may now be bought 
and sold, pay rates are no longer 
equal and natural resources are 
being discovered. There are large 
oil fields off the coast of Cuba, 
but the impact on nearby pristine 
coral reefs is being studied. Over-
fishing could become a problem.

The group’s tour guide was 
rarely out of sight during the trip. 
Davis and the others could not 
freely travel on their own; how-
ever, they were sometimes given 
free time to shop at markets or to 
go to a restaurant. Even so, she 
believes the trip was informative, 
with friendly interaction with a 
variety of Cubans. Davis is very 
curious to see what the next 10 
years will bring to Cuba.

Art fans of 
all ages are in-
vited to attend 
a free Artful 
Afternoon on 
Sunday,  Oc -
tober 2 from 
1  t o  4  p . m .  
Sponsored by 
the Greenbelt 
Recreation De-
partment Arts 
Program, this 
e v e n t  t a k e s 
p lace  a t  t he 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center.  Reser-
vations are not 
required. 

At 3 p.m., 
members of the 
Synetic Theater 
company, based in northern Vir-
ginia, will perform The Miracu-
lous Magical Balloon. Synetic is 
well-known for their astonishing 
and deeply impactful mainstage 
productions, including a wordless 
Macbeth for which they received 
five Helen Hayes Awards. The 
company combines music, dance, 
clowning and pantomime tech-
niques to create highly energetic 
and expressive shows that tran-
scend differences in language, 
culture and hearing ability. Devel-
oped especially to include young 
audience members, Balloon tells 
a wonderful story of a traveling 
actor and his magical trunk of 
tricks and toys. The running time 
for this show is approximately 45 
minutes. 

Prior to the performance, 
guests are invited to create their 
own mask in a workshop led by 
Celestine Ranney-Howes, an art-
ist in residence at the Community 
Center and a professional cos-
tume designer. This activity will 
take place from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
all materials will be provided.

Visitors can also enjoy a stu-
dio open house and sale from 
1 to 4 p.m. with the Commu-
nity Center’s artists in residence. 
Eight artists currently hold stu-
dios at the center. The open 
house is a great opportunity to 
meet local talent and find afford-
able paintings, prints, collage, 
assemblage, funky art jewelry, 
tie dye, fiber arts, ceramic art tile 
and functional pottery.

The Greenbelt  Museum’s 
Community Center exhibit space 
is currently hosting The Knowing 
Hands that Carve This Stone: The 
New Deal Art of Lenore Thomas 
Straus. Straus is best known lo-
cally as the creator of the iconic 
Mother and Child statue in the 
Roosevelt Center and the impres-
sive bas reliefs on the façade of 
the Community Center.  

For more local history, tour 
the Greenbelt Museum’s historic 
house at 10-B Crescent Road. 

Artful Afternoon Features
Synetic Theater and Masks 

by Nicole DeWald 

Exemplifying the residential core 
of this New Deal planned com-
munity, the house has been re-
stored and furnished with objects 
from the period of 1936 to 1952. 
Tours provide visitors with a 
view of home life for ordinary 
Americans of modest means dur-
ing the Great Depression and 
World War II. Docent-led tours 
are available on Sundays between 
1 and 5 p.m. for a nominal fee; 
plan to arrive no later than 4:30 
p.m. 

For more information about 
City of Greenbelt art programs, 
visit greenbeltmd.gov/arts or call 
301-397-2208. See the online Fall 
Activity Guide for information 
about visual and performing arts 
classes for all ages along with 
Moonlit Movies, contra dances 
and other events. All Greenbelt 
Recreation Department programs 
are open to both residents and 
non-residents of the city. Arts 
programs are sponsored in part 
by the Maryland State Arts Coun-
cil.

Synetic Theater performs The Miraculous Magical 
Balloon, combining music, dance, clowning and 
pantomime.
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Exploring Aviation 
History on Sept. 23

A Bit of Aviation History: The 
Pre-Jet Era is the topic of an Ex-
plorations Unlimited presentation 
on Friday, September 23 by Rob-
ert Reno, a docent at the Military 
Aviation Museum in Pungo, Va. 
The speaker will, with the aid of 
over 100 photographs of aircraft 
housed at the museum, discuss 
the historical events associated 
with many of the aircraft in the 
museum’s collection.

Explorations Unlimited is 
held every Friday beginning at 
1 p.m. in the Community Center. 
This presentation will be held in 
Room 114. Everyone is welcome 
to attend and questions are al-
ways encouraged. Call 301-397-
2208 for more information.

http://greenbeltmd.gov/arts

