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What Goes On
Monday, February 15
City Offices Closed in  
Observance of Presidents Day
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Coexist-
ing with Beavers  
Community Service (See city 
ad for details.)
Wednesday, February 17
7:30 p.m., Park and  
Recreation Advisory Board 
Meeting, Community Center 
8 p.m., Council Worksession, 
Public Schools CEO Dr.  
Maxwell, School Board  
Member Grady, Community 
Center

ACE Grants Will Fund 
Local School Programs

by Jon Gardner

At the Greenbelt City Council 
meeting on Thursday, January 28, 
council approved 21 Advisory 
Committee on Education (ACE) 
grants to six local schools, for 
a total of $9,669.25. The ACE 
grants are available to teach-
ers and parent-teacher organiza-
tions from Greenbelt schools. 
The grants are given in response 
to proposals for projects or items 
that enhance or enrich school-
based activities. The grants pro-
gram is funded by the City of 
Greenbelt, and selection of the 
proposals for funding was made 
by council based on input from 
ACE.

Greenbelt Middle School was 
awarded six grants this year. The 
grants will fund a robotics club 
and bring in guest clinicians to 
work with the bands. There will 
be an innovative partnership with 
a local business in which the 
students create silk flowers and 
learn about the steps necessary to 
start a craft-based business. The 
English-Language Learners will 
take a field trip to the natural his-
tory museum in Washington, D.C. 
Other grants will support an ora-
tory program in partnership with 

An American goldfinch finds a clear feeder in the snow.
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See ACE, page  7

City Council Opposes Legislation
On Permits, Supports Bag Fees

by Kathleen Gallagher

The 2016 legislative session of 
the Maryland General Assembly 
started January 13 and will run 
until April 11.  Over much of 
this period the Greenbelt City 
Council will review legislation 
that the city may have an inter-
est in supporting or opposing, 
either in its own right or due to 
a request from one of the city’s 
county or state elected officials.  
Council discussed the following 
four bills at its January 28 regu-
lar meeting.

Permits
A bill titled “Land Use Permit 

Review – Consolidation” (PG/MC 
110) would replace the Maryland-
National Capital Park and Plan-
ning Commission (M-NCPPC) 
with the Prince George’s County 
Department of Permits, Inspec-
tions and Environment (DPIE) 
as the source of review and ap-
proval for certain zoning and 

subdivision permits.  Some of 
the permits that would bypass M-
NCPPC would include those as-
sociated with detailed site plans, 
subdivision plans, recreational 
facilities, traffic review, natural 
resources, historic work areas and 
landscaping and signage.

Planning Director Celia Craze 
addressed council to say the 
city’s planning staff opposes this 
bill because it would eliminate 
the existing review of complex 
plans by trained planners. In ad-
dition, Park and Planning staff 
review plans and permits in ac-
cord with the county’s very com-
plicated zoning ordinance, at a 
level of review that DPIE is not 
equipped to handle.

Mayor Emmett Jordan ex-
pressed concern that because 
there are interrelated projects and 
bills in the works at this time, it 
might be preferable for the city 

to wait to take action on PG/
MC 110.  Councilmember Judith 
Davis moved to oppose the bill, 
however, commenting that this 
bill “is so obviously not in the 
city’s interest” that opposing it 
early in the process is important.  
She added that one impact of the 
bill would likely be to reduce the 
city’s influence, since the city can 
work with Park and Planning in 
ways that might not be possible 
under the proposed process.

Zoning Permits  
The second bill, titled “Land 

Use – Zoning Powers and Re-
view” (PG/MC 111) is another 
controversial bill dealing with 
planning and zoning.  It would 
restore and enhance the authority 
of the county council, sitting as 
the District Council, to review 
county planning board decisions.

See PERMITS, page  11

Easter Bunny Will Bring 
Sunday City Bus Service

by James Giese

The Easter Bunny will bring 
a special gift to Greenbelt tran-
sit riders this Easter Sunday, 
March 27.  This bunny is for-
mally known as the Washington 
Metopolitan Area Transit Author-
ity (WMATA) and its gift will be 
hourly or better Sunday bus ser-
vice on that day and on Sundays 
thereafter on the C2, G12 and 
G14 routes.  Other area routes 
will also be modified based upon 
user feedback and suggestions.  
Users should check the Metro 
website for new timetables.  

The G13 and G16 routes will 
be combined with the G14 route 
for a more simplified scheduling.  
Route C2 will run on Sundays 
between the Greenbelt Metro 
Station and the Takoma Langley 
Crossroads Metro Center (not on 
to Twinbrook) via the University 
of Maryland, while the G12 and 
G14 routes will run between the 
Greenbelt and New Carrollton 
Metro Stations via Greenbelt.

G12
No changes are planned for 

this service except to add the 
hourly Sunday runs between 6:30 
a.m. and 10:30 p.m.  This route 
goes from the Greenbelt Metro-
rail station through Capitol Office 
Park, Boxwood Village, Greenbelt 
North End to Roosevelt Center, 
then through University Square 
apartments to Greenbelt Road to 
Greenbriar and Windsor Green 
before following Hanover Park-
way, Princess Garden Parkway 
and Lanham-Severn Road to the 
New Carrollton Metrorail station.  
During moderate snow, buses will 
run through Capital Office Park 
on Cherrywood Lane instead of 
Ivy Lane, through Center Green-
belt on Crescent Road and South-
way instead of through the North 
End and University Square apart-
ments and bypass Greenbriar and 
Windsor Green, heading directly 
south on Hanover Parkway.

G14
All G13 trips will become 

G14 and early morning trips will 

continue to bypass the Beltway 
Plaza shopping center.  All G16 
trips will become G14 and will 
provide evening and weekend 
service to Greenbelt Road east of 
Good Luck Road.  The buses will 
run hourly on Sunday between 
6:30 a.m. and 10:30 p.m.  Buses 
will no longer run along Forbes 
Boulevard and Aerospace Road 
due to low ridership. The buses 
on this route will by-pass the 
Beltway Plaza during moderate 
snow.

C2
The new Sunday service will 

run every 45 minutes between 
8:15 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., but only 
to Langley Park from the Green-
belt Metrorail station.  Greenbelt 
stops for this bus are only on 
Cherrywod Lane.

Other Routes
In College Park, route 81 will 

be discontinued and its Sunday 
runs added to route 83, but there 
will no longer be service to the 
Greenbelt Metrorail Station be-
cause route C2 will do that.

Route C8 first two morning 
runs (5:41 and 6:04 a.m.) will be-
gin at the College Park Metrorail 
station instead of at Glenmount 
Metrorail station.  This route 
stops at Archives II and goes to 
White Flint.

Route R3 will be discontinued 
and riders of that route going to 
Archives II will need to use the 
route C8 buses.

Transit users are reminded 
that Greenbelt residents can also 
ride the University of Maryland’s 
Shuttle-UM service.  For infor-
mation, riders should contact the 
University of Maryland Transpor-
tation Services.

Metro transit representatives 
announced these changes to the 
Greenbelt City Council at a 
worksession held on February 
3.  Councilmembers and transit 
users in the audience, who had 
long advocated the Sunday bus 
service, were pleased to hear the 
announcement.

City Council, Metro and County
Discuss Bus Service Changes

by James Giese

Besides receiving the good 
news that Sunday bus service 
in Greenbelt would soon be im-
plemented (see separate story), 
Metro and County bus transit 
service representatives at a Feb-
ruary 3 worksession reported on 
bus ridership, which has dropped 
since the advent of cold weather 
and customer complaints and an-
swered questions from Greenbelt 
City Councilmembers. Prince 
George’s County The Bus repre-
sentatives also announced that the 
service was three months away 
from offering up-to-the-minute 
transit information and trip plan-
ning by means of Google web 
service by accessing the county 
website.

The Bus
Representing The Bus were 

Geralyn Bruce, acting traffic ser-
vices manager for the Prince 

George’s County Department of 
Public Works and Transportation 
and Anthony Foster, traffic plan-
ner. They reported that during 
the past eight months through 
December, weekly ridership on 
the three Greenbelt routes of 
The Bus (R11, R15X and R16) 
averaged 1,562 persons. With 
an average weekly ridership of 
937, Route 16 carried about three 
times as many passengers as 
either of the other routes. The 
peak month for weekly ridership 
was last May, with 1,721 and the 
lowest ridership was in Decem-
ber with 1,562. On-time perfor-
mance was best on Route 11 with 
87 percent, and slightly worse 
on Route 16 with 82 percent, 
but Route 15X was significantly 
worse with 59 percent. While 
there was no council discussion 
of what the problem was with 

Route 15X, Stephen Holland, a 
member of the audience, com-
mented that his experience with 
Route 15X was that the bus was 
nearly always on time. Another 
audience member, Anna Socrates, 
however, complained that one 
driver on the R11 route was al-
ways late. Holland and Socrates 
were at the meeting representing 
TRU-G (Transit Riders United of 
Greenbelt). Councilmember Judith 
Davis commented that a traffic 
signal problem at Hanover Park-
way and Greenbelt Road might be 
a causing factor.

Each county route recorded 
one complaint during this eight 
month period. On R11 the com-
plaint was about the bus stop or 
shelter, on R15X it was about a 
bus being too early and on R16 
there was a failure to stop com-

See BUS SERVICE, page  6
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SHOWTIMES
Feb 12 – Feb 18

THE BIG SHORT 
(R) (CC) (130 m.)

Fri. 6:00 PM
Sat. 6:00 PM

Sun. 1:00 PM (OC), 
6:00 PM

Mon. 6:00 PM
Tues. 6:00 PM

Wed. 1:00 PM, 6:00 PM 
Thurs. 1:00 PM

TRUMBO (R) (CC) (124 m.)
Fri. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM
Sat. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM
Sun. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM

Mon. 8:30 PM
Tues. 8:30 PM

Wed. 3:30 PM, 8:30 PM
Thurs. 3:30 PM

Cult Classic Series
THE MATRIX
(R) (150 m.)

Fri. 11:00 PM

Family Series:
SPIRITED AWAY

 (PG) (125 m.)
Sat. 11:00 AM

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway
301-329-2034

www.greenbelttheatre.org

Adults $9
Senior/Student $8, Kids $6

Members receive a $1 discount on 
all shows after 5:00 PM

All shows before 5 PM: 
Adults $7, Kids $5

OC = Open Captions
CC = Closed Captions

Movies since 1938

Send us your photos!

The News Review would like to print more photos of Greenbelt 
landmarks, activities and the changing seasons. Photos should be 
at least 300 dpi, and must include the name of the photographer, 
and a caption. The caption must name any identifiable people in 
the photo, as well as explain the picture. The photos may be black 
and white or color in the print issue but will be color in the online 
version. Send us no more than five photos at a time.

Check out the online photo gallery on our webpage at  
www.greenbeltnewsreview.com/photo-gallery/

L♥VE N♥TES 
ARE HERE!

See if there is a special message for you on page 16

Check out the kids' 
section on page 11

From the Pantry
Generous friends enable the 

Pantry to assist 15 families a 
week.

You keep the Pantry alive!
Many thanks to Neil Wil-

liamson, Mayor Emmett Jordan, 
Councilmember Judith Davis, 
Greenbriar Phases 1, 2 and 3 
residents, Dr. Janet Kuhn, Norris 
and Eleanore Robinson, Pamela 
Gregory, Jordan and Eva Choper, 
Mishkan Torah Synagogue, Kathy 
Labukas, Steve Marques, Valerie 
Chaudery, Father Walter Toppe, 
St. Hugh’s Church community, 
Brian York, James McAndrew, 
Huang Lee, Bob Davis of the 
Greenbelt Co-op and the Co-op 
patrons.

It’s short but sweet,
It’s old but new,
It’s from our hearts,
It’s meant for you.
Happy Valentines Day.

Solange Hess, Chair
The Pantry

My Take: 
Cracking the Code

A majority white America 
elected a black president – with 
zero experience – twice! Maybe 
those complaining of their short-
comings should look inward. 
Time to look forward, not back.

Dan Kosisky

Water Bill Issues
I would be interested in hear-

ing from Greenbelt residents who, 
like me, have received unusually 
large water bills from WSSC in 
recent weeks and months. I can 
be reached at 301-614-0795.

Thanks you.
Barbara Young

16-A Ridge Road
Greenbelt

bbonhamyoung@gmail.com

On Screen

Dumbing Down or Moral Uplift?
Trumbo comes to the Old Greenbelt Theatre this Friday, Febru-

ary 12.  Bryan Cranston (Breaking Bad) plays the brilliant script-
writer who refused to testify against his comrades in 1947 under 
interrogation by the House Un-American Activities Committee 
(HUAC).

One of the infamous blacklisted “Hollywood Ten,” Trumbo spent 
11 months in federal prison, exiled himself to Mexico with his wife 
and children, and continued to write Oscar- winning scripts – Ro-
man Holiday, The Brave One – under pseudonyms.  Eventually 
Trumbo wrote Spartacus in 1960.  Kirk Douglas credited him on 
screen and the blacklist was broken.

Diane Lane is wife to the flamboyant, boozy, prolific Trumbo.  
Helen Mirren is the deliciously waspish right winger Hedda Hopper.  
John Goodman and Elle Fanning also shine.

Some critics say that this biopic of a heroic “lefty” dumbs down 
the complexities of the McCarthy era, reducing the plot almost to 
caricature – white hats vs. black hats.

Who actually blacklisted Trumbo?  HUAC or Hollywood mo-
guls?

R. Running time: 124 minutes
Jim Link

GFCU Pays Bonus
To Members for 2015

Greenbelt  Federal  Credit 
Union (GFCU) closed the year 
2015 paying bonus dividends to 
its members. Bonus dividends 
represented 50 percent of all divi-
dends paid to an account during 
2015. They were posted to mem-
ber share accounts on December 
31, 2015. Cynthia A. Comproni, 
GFCU’s general manager-trea-
surer, stated, “Greenbelt Federal 
Credit Union exists to assist and 
provide services to its members. 
GFCU is pleased that it was able 
to declare this bonus dividend, 
which recognizes and rewards its 
2,800 members.”

Credit unions are coopera-
tives. Following the principles 
of a cooperative, members who 
contribute to the success of the 
cooperative share in its success. 
Like most credit unions, GFCU 
returns income to its members in 
the form of dividends and low 
cost loans.

Footprints mark the ridge path.
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Community Events

Academy 
Stadium 

TheateRS
6198 GREENBELT ROAD

CENTER COURT OF BELTWAY PLAZA

301-220-1155
For directions visit

www.academy8theaters.com

Most features are $5.50 
all day on Tuesdays; add $2.00 for 3-D

R = ID Required
(!) = No passes, (!!) = No passes weekend

* Not part of the morning and Tuesday 
discount shows

 

More Community Events 
are located throughout the paper.

Week of February 12

FRIDAY – SUNDAY 
Pride and Prejudice and 

Zombies,  PG-13(!) 
1:40, 4:10, 7:00 

Fifty Shades of Black, R(!) 
11:40, 7:20, 9:35 

Kung Fu Panda 3, PG 
11:30, 2:10, 4:45, 7:00, 9:20 

The 5th Wave, PG-13 
11:00, 2:00, 4:20, 9:50 
Ride Along 2, PG-13 

11:20, 1:50, 4:15, 7:10, 9:30
 

MONDAY - WEDNESDAY 
Pride and Prejudice and 

Zombies,  PG-13(!) 
1:40, 4:10, 7:00 

Fifty Shades of Black, R(!) 
11:40, 7:20

Kung Fu Panda 3, PG 
11:30, 2:10, 4:45, 7:00
The 5th Wave, PG-13 

11:00, 2:00, 4:20
Ride Along 2, PG-13 

11:20, 1:50, 4:15, 7:10

THURSDAY
Race, PG-13(!) 

7:00 
Pride and Prejudice and 

Zombies, PG-13 
1:40, 4:10, 7:00 

Fifty Shades of Black, R 
11:40

Kung Fu Panda, PG 
11:30, 2:10, 4:45, 7:00 
The 5th Wave, PG-13 

11:00, 2:00, 4:20 
Ride Along 2, PG-13 

11:20, 1:50, 4:15, 7:10

Greenbelt Access Television, Inc. (GATe)
2nd Floor, Greenbelt Community Center, Suite 204
www.greenbeltaccesstv.org • Studio: 301-507-6581

Free and Open to the Public
GATE Board of Directors Meeting

Tuesday, Feb. 16th at 7:30 PM in the Studio

GATe’s Annual Membership Meeting
Sunday, March 13th from 3 – 5PM

Mark your calendars!

Do you have a video project that will serve or promote 
the Greenbelt Community?

Apply for the
Thomas X. White Memorial Scholarship!!

The winning recipient will receive a 2016 membership, 
training for the Canon cameras and Adobe Premiere Pro 

or Final Cut Pro X non-linear editing software training.
GATe is now accepting applications through Mon, Feb. 29th
Guidelines are on the GATe website. The scholarship is 

open to all Greenbelt residents and Greenbelt organizations

See what’s showing on Comcast 77 and Verizon FiOS 19 by 
visiting www.greenbeltaccesstv.org and clicking on “Channel” 

For information & reservations, call 301-441-8770 or 
email: info@greenbeltartscenter.org  or 

BOOK TICKETS ONLINE at www.greenbeltartscenter.org

Choking Out the Kudzu - Apr. 10-26 - Directed by Billie Colombaro
Celtic Concert by the Homespun Ceilidh Band - May 1

Greenbelt Arts Center
LAST  CHANCE TO SEE

COMING SOON
God: The One-Man Show - February 19 - 28 - Created by Rich Potter

Bad Jews - March 4 - 20 - Directed by Bob Kleinberg

 

 

Text gen layout for GAC ad, 4 columns by 5 inches for the  
February 11, 2016 edition 

 
LAST CHANCE TO SEE! 

ZOMBIE PROM 

 

February 12 - February 13  
Fri 2/12 at 8pm and Sat 2/13 at 2pm and 8pm  

FINAL WEEKEND! 
Ticket prices: $22 General Admission, $18 Students/Seniors/Military, 

$14 Youth (12 and under with adult)  
COMING SOON: 

God: The One-Man Show - Feb 19 - 28 – Created by Rich Potter 
Bad Jews - March 4 - 20, 2016 - Directed by Bob Kleinberg 

MakerSpace Events
Friday, February 12, 5 to 6:30 

p.m. – Little Makers Pre-K kids 
and their families work together 
on a fun and exciting craft proj-
ect. The MakerSpace’s First Lego 
League Team R5 will help Little 
Makers create with Styrofoam. 
There will be foam building and 
foam printing available to Little 
Makers this week. (This com-
munity service is a requirement 
for their Maryland State Robotics 
competition.) 

Saturday, February 13, 10 a.m. 
to noon – Robotics class, open 
to all ages. Participants will be 
doing the missions from First 
Lego League.  Adults as well as 
kids are welcome and there will 
be advice and guidance along 
the way. 

Tuesday, February 16, 6 to 7 
p.m. – First Lego League post-
season training; 

7:30 to 9 p.m. – ages 12 and 
up to the fundamentals of Ar-
duino programming. 

Wednesday, February 17, 4 
to 5 p.m. – Jr. Legos. Children 
ages 6 to 8 can participate in fun 
and exciting building challenges. 
There is no fee, but donations are 
accepted. 

7 to 9 p.m. – Knit Night, for 
knitters, crocheters and other fiber 
enthusiasts.

Menu for Senior
Nutrition Program

The Senior Nutrition Food 
and Friendship program pro-
vides lunches for seniors Monday 
through Friday at the Community 
Center beginning at noon. Meals 
must be reserved by 11 a.m. two 
days ahead so that enough food 
is ordered. Call 301-397-2208 
ext. 4215.

All meals include margarine, 
coffee or tea and skim milk. 
Menus for the week of February 
15 are as follows:

Monday, February 15: Happy 
Presidents Day – all sites closed.

Tuesday, February 16: Grape 
juice, minestrone soup with 
crackers, hot roast beef sandwich, 
mixed green salad with ranch 
dressing, fresh fruit.

Wednesday, February 17: 
Cranberry juice, hamburger on 
a bun with lettuce and tomato, 
cucumber-tomato salad, cherry 
fruit treat.

Thursday, February 18: Apple 
juice, baked potato with diced 
turkey, shredded cheese and sour 
cream, mixed green salad with 
Thousand Island dressing, wheat 
roll, fresh fruit.

Friday, February 19: Orange 
juice, potato crusted fish, lima 
beans, Harvard beets, wheat 
bread, diced pears.

Upcoming Events
At the New Deal 

Thursday, February 11, Mid-
Day Melodies with Amy C Kraft 
from noon to 2 p.m. Open Mic 
hosted by James and Martha 
from 7 to 10 p.m.

Friday, February 12, John 
Guernsey plays American stan-
dards on piano from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. Fractal Cats, a five-piece 
psychedelic rock band, performs 
from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 13, Bruce 
Kritt plays classical guitar from 
4 to 6 p.m. Guernsey plays jazz 
and blues piano from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. The Window Panes offer 
up Americana, folk, rock and 
psychedelic rock jam music from 
8:30 to 11:30 p.m.

Sunday, February 14, the Deaf 
Brunch will be held from 10:30 
a.m. until noon. The Not2Cool 
Jazz Trio performs from 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The Night-
hawks bring their smokin’ hot 
R&B sound to the Café from 5 
to 8 p.m. 

Monday, February 15, Reel 
and Meal from 7 to 9 p.m. with 
a vegan buffet offered from 6:30 
p.m.

Tuesday, February 16, Poetry 
Night Open Mic from 7 to 9 p.m.

Wednesday, February 17, the 
monthly New Deal Pub Quiz 
from 7 to 9 p.m.

Thursday, February 18, Mid-
Day Melodies from noon to 2 
p.m. Open Mic hosted by Joe 
Harris from 7 to 10 p.m.

Friday, February 19, Guern-
sey plays American standards 
on piano from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Raquy Danziger and Dum offer 
up a four-piece Turkish Rhythm 
Celebration from 8:30 to 11:30 
p.m. DragonSong will open for 
internationally renowned Raquy. 
Reservations are recommended.

Saturday, February 20, Kritt 
plays classical guitar from 4 to 6 
p.m. Guernsey plays jazz piano 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Just Stones, 
a Rolling Stones tribute band, 
will rock the Café from 8:30 to 
11:30 p.m.

Toastmasters Meet
The Greenbelt Toastmasters 

Club will meet on Wednesday, 
February 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Social Hall of Greenbelt Com-
munity Church at Hillside and 
Crescent Roads.

The group offers professionals, 
students, stay-at-home parents 
and retirees a supportive environ-
ment to improve skills in com-
munication and leadership.  

Philharmonic Concert
Comes to Greenbelt

The Prince George’s Philhar-
monic is teaming up with the 
concert choir of the Suitland 
High School of the Performing 
Arts, performing on Saturday, 
February 13 at 8 p.m. in the 
auditorium of Eleanor Roosevelt 
High School. A repeat perfor-
mance is scheduled for Sunday, 
February 14 at 3 p.m. at Suitland 
High School.

The program will include 
Chabrier’s popular España, as 
well as the Gloria by Francis 
Poulenc, Mozart’s Regina Co-
eli and Mendelssohn’s Symphony 
No. 4.

There is an admission fee for 
adults, but tickets are free for 
those 18 or younger.

GHI Notes
Thursday, February 11, 6:30 

p.m., Investment Committee 
Meeting, Board Room

Thursday, February 11, 7:30 
p.m., Finance Committee Meet-
ing, Board Room

Friday, February 12, Office 
closed. For emergency mainte-
nance service, call 301-474-6011.

Monday, February 15, Office 
closed (Presidents Day)

Tuesday, February 16, 7:30 
p.m., Companion Animal Com-
mittee Meeting, GHI Lobby

Wednesday, February 17, 7 
p.m., Woodlands Committee 
Meeting, Board Room

Thursday, February 18, 7:30 
p.m., Board of Directors Meeting, 
Board Room

The Plots Thicken
The Greenbelt Community 

Garden Club’s annual plot as-
signment meeting will take place 
Monday, March 7. The meeting 
will be held in the Community 
Center in Room 114 starting at 
7:30 p.m. For those who had a 
plot in previous years and wish 
to retain it and are not able to 
attend, contact the garden coor-
dinator. Contact Martha Tomecek 
at 301-614-0691 with questions.

WAGS Sponsors Child
Animal Safety Event

W.A.G.S. (Well-Wishers for 
the Animals of the Greenbelt 
Shelter) is holding a free Chil-
dren and Animals Safety Work-
shop on Sunday, February 28 
from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Schrom 
Hills Community Park Club-
house. The purpose of the work-
shop is to educate children and 
their parents about companion 
animals (dogs and cats) in gen-
eral with particular emphasis on 
identifying an animal’s stress sig-
nals, how to approach unfamiliar 
animals, what to do if approached 
by an unfamiliar dog off leash 
and how to supervise and moni-
tor children and dogs to avoid 
dog bites.

There will also be an opportu-
nity to meet a Greenbelt animal 
control officer and learn about 
the Greenbelt Animal Shelter. The 
workshop is made possible by the 
Jim Cassels Community Service 
Award and in partnership with 
Your Dog’s Friend (a non-profit 
organization with the mission of 
keeping dogs out of shelters by 
offering workshops and training) 
and the City of Greenbelt Animal 
Shelter. Register your children by 
sending an email to wagsgbas@
gmail.com or calling 301-397-
2212. There is no charge for the 
workshop.

No February Meeting 
For Greenbelt Writers

The Greenbelt Writers Group 
will not meet on Friday, February 
19.  Last fall, the group decided 
to skip the coldest month.  How-
ever, keep writing as we will be 
meeting on Friday, March 18 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Community 
Center.  The group is working on 
plans for their latest anthology. 

Volunteer Opportunity
For Eager Beavers

The Public Works Department 
is sponsoring another “coexist-
ing with beavers” tree protection 
workday on Monday, February 15 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Volunteer to protect trees from 
beavers and climbing English 
ivy. Training and tools will be 
provided by Public Works. Free 
bagels, coffee and hot cocoa 
will be provided thanks to Bagel 
Place of College Park. Remember 
to dress warmly and wear clothes 
and boots that can get dirty.

This opportunity to volun-
teer on Presidents Day will 
take place at  Buddy Attick 
Park. Meet inside the Public 
Works building for orientation. 
Volunteers should RSVP to  
ejosephitis@greenbeltmd.gov or 
240-542-2168.
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ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322
Mass Schedule:

         Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
         Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

  Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Pastor:  Rev. Walter J. Tappe

Catholic 
Community 
of Greenbelt

MASS
Sundays 10 A.M.

Municipal Building

ALL ARE WELCOME.

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
www.greenbeltumc.org   301-474-9410

Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor  

Worship Service 10 a.m.
Join us for Friendship Dinner Sunday at 11:30.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Rev. Glennyce Grindstaff, Pastor

Greenbelt Community Church
1 Hillside (at Crescent Road)

Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings
www.greenbeltcommunitychurch.org

Sunday Worship
10:15 a.m.

Come worship God with us! 
Sunday School 9:45AM 

Worship Service 11:00AM 

101	
  Greenhill	
  Road, Greenbelt,	
  MD	
  20770	
  
(301) 474-­‐4212	
  	
  	
  www.

	
   
greenbeltbaptist.org	
  

February 14    10 a.m.

"Highest Office"
The Rev. Evan Keely; with Van Summers, Worship Associate

Pause to reflect on what the role of the President of the United States 
means—and what it doesn’t.

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Adelphi

Phone: 301-937-3666           www.pbuuc.org

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

When freedom of conscience, liberty of thought 
&  right of speech prevail…development & growth are 

inevitable.”  - Baha’i Writings

Greenbelt Baha'i' Community

1-800-22-UNITE
Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com

301-345-2918
www.greenbeltbahais.org

Obituary

Mishkan Torah
Congregation

10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770    301-474-4223
An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egali-

tarian synagogue that respects tradition and becomes 
your extended family in the 21st century.

Shabbat services:  Friday evening at 8:00 PM, except 1st Friday of the month, 
i.e. family service at 7:30 PM.  Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K–12 and for adults.
Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes.  Concert choir.  Social Action program.
Opportunity for  leadership development.
Moderate, flexible dues.  High holiday seating for visitors.
Sisterhood.  Men's Club.  Other Social Activities.
Interfaith families are welcome.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

Regina Suter Wright
Regina Suter Wright, a long-

time resident of Greenbelt, died 
at home on January 31, 2016, at 
age 88. 

Regina was born March 30, 
1927, in Mechanicsville, Md. 
She married Hoyt P. Wright, Sr. 
in 1951 and their marriage lasted 
until his death in 2008. They had 
four children – Hoyt Jr., Carolyn, 
Donna and Duane.

Mrs. Wright worked 35 years 
for the U.S. government at the 
Agency for International Devel-
opment. She was a dedicated 
employee, a devoted wife and 
mother, and loved to cook.

Mrs. Wright was preceded in 
death by sister Pearl Williams 
and two brothers, Tom Suter and 
Gibby Young. She is survived 
by her sons Hoyt Wright, Jr. and 
Duane Wright; daughters Caro-
lyn Wright and Donna Wright; 
daughters-in-law Tammy Wright 
and Susan Wright; sister Bar-
bara Davis; sisters-in-law Thelma 
Wright and Wilma Wright; seven 
grandchildren, Marcus (Shellie), 
Erica, Orelia, Tiarra, Jerrel, Se-
renity and Justice; seven great 
grandchildren, Aaron, LeAna, 
Lauren, Zhyon, Eric, Owen and 
Kalia and a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, friends and neigh-
bors.

A memorial service was held 
at St. Hugh of Grenoble on Feb-
ruary 8.

 Former Greenbelter Joan 
Crompton died suddenly Febru-
ary 8. Joan and husband Bill 
moved to South Carolina several 
years ago. We send condolences 
to Joan’s family and friends.

Our deepest sympathies to the 
family of Greenbelt Community 
Church Pastor Glennyce Grind-
staff and her husband Michael, 
on the death of Michael’s mother, 
Katheryn Jane Grindstaff, in Sac-
ramento, Calif. 

Congratulations to Caitlin Mc-
Grath, who was awarded the 
“40 Under Forty” award by the 
Prince George’s County Social 
Innovation Fund for her stellar 
role in helping to revitalize the 
Old Greenbelt Theatre.  Con-
gratulations also to Stan Zirkin, a 
copy editor on the News Review, 
who for the second year in a row 
was placed on the D.C. Bar As-
sociation’s Honor Roll for engag-
ing in pro bono legal work for 
the Employment Justice Center, 
a non-profit which specializes 
in providing advice on employ-
ment law issues to low-income 
workers.

Kudos are also in order for 
Denita Conway, founder and 
CEO of Proven Management 
LLC, who was recently named 
2015 Woman Contractor of the 
Year for outstanding success in 
government contracting by Amer-

ican Express’s small business 
division.

Share your accomplishments, 
milestones or news for the next 
Our Neighbors column. To send 
information for Our Neighbors, 
email editor@greenbeltnewsre-
view.com or leave a message at 
202-957-3072.

- Karen Yoho

Caitlin McGrath (right) and Tonia Walloons, founder and man-
aging director, Prince George’s County Social Innovation Fund.
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Exploring Oral 
And Heart Health

Explorations Unlimited wel-
comes Gina Nall, Christal Wash-
ington and Traci Mason Parker 
from Fortis College on Friday, 
February 12.  They will be dis-
cussing the importance of oral 
health as it relates to the health 
of the heart.

All three are students at Fortis 
College, working diligently to 
complete their studies. Each has a 
passion for helping others main-
tain their overall health. They 
look forward to sharing their 
knowledge of the importance of 
oral and heart health.

 Explorations Unlimited is 
held every Friday from 1 to 3 
p.m. at the Community Center. 
This presentation will be held in 
room 114. Everyone is welcome 
to attend and questions are al-
ways encouraged. Call 301-397-
2208 for more information.

The House I Live In 
At Reel and Meal

On Monday, February 15, the 
Reel and Meal at the New Deal 
film and discussion series will 
feature The House I Live In, Eu-
gene Jarecki’s 2012 documentary 
on the overuse of incarceration in 
the U.S. criminal justice system. 
The free show starts at 7 p.m.

The House I Live In tells 
the heart-wrenching stories of 
many on the front lines of the 
longstanding U.S. war on drugs 
– officers, judges, inmates and 
their families. The film won the 
U.S. documentary prize at the 
Sundance Film Festival.

Bob Ross of the NAACP 
Prince George’s chapter and 
Nazgol Ghandnoosh from the 
federal-policy group the Sentenc-
ing Project will offer policy up-
dates and lead discussion.

The Reel and Meal monthly 
series raises awareness about 
environmental, social and ani-
mal rights concerns. The Prince 
George’s County Peace and 
Justice Coalition has planned 
this program; for more informa-
tion contact 301-577-2350 or  
justpeacepg@earthlink.net.

Denita Conway

History Lessons
Explorations Unlimited wel-

comes John Emond on Friday, 
February 19. Emond is a collec-
tor of American Revolution, War 
of 1812 and Civil War artifacts. 
Artifacts, whether a photograph, 
letter, etc., can be seen as “min-
iature time capsules” capturing a 
moment in history. This presenta-
tion underscores how crucial it 
is to keep together any known 
history with the object itself. The 
presentation will include exam-
ples of objects that are interesting 
in themselves but no longer have 
a history, compared to objects 
that might seem commonplace 
but have significance in a greater 
historical context. One of the 
goals of this presentation is to 
encourage audience members to 
document and preserve their own 
histories.

Emond retired in 2011 after 
30 years with the federal govern-
ment, most of them at NASA. 
He has a B.A. in history and a 
master’s in public administration. 
Emond is also a member of the 
Maritime Committee, Maryland 
Historical Society.

Explorations Unlimited is held 
every Friday from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at the Community Center. This 
presentation will be held in room 
114. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and questions are always 
encouraged. Call 301-397-2208 
for more information.

Obituaries
The News Review pub-

lishes obituaries of Green-
belt residents, past or pres-
ent.

You write it or we can.
We try to include informa-
tion about activities and 
organizations, where the 
person lived and something 
about the family. There is 
no charge.
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City Information
VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES

Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.  
There are currently vacancies on: Arts Advisory Board, Forest 
Preserve Advisory Board, Greenbelt Advisory Committee on 
Environmental Sustainability, Park and Recreation Advisory 

Board, Senior Citizens Advisory Committee and Youth 
Advisory Committee (adult member).

For information call 301-474-8000.

VISIT OUR ADOPTABLE PETS  
Greenbelt Animal 

Shelter 
550-A Crescent Road  

301-474-6124
Open Wednesdays 

4-7pm and Saturdays 
9am-12pm 

Lucy is a long-haired tux-
edo female cat. She had to 

have one eye surgically removed because it was ulcerated and 
causing her pain. Lucy has a scrappy personality and is definitely 
the boss of Room 1, but she does show her sweet side now and 
then, and she loves to play and bat at things. Visit Lucy and all 
her friends at the Greenbelt Animal Shelter!

FIND US ON FACEBOOK! See pets at  
www.greenbeltmd.gov/animalshelter

MEETINGS FOR WEEK OF FEBRUARY 15-19

Wednesday, February 17 at 7:30pm, PARK AND  
RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD at Community Center, 
15 Crescent Road. 

Wednesday, February 17 at 8:00pm, COUNCIL WORK 
SESSION with PGCPS CEO Dr. Maxwell and School Board 
Member Grady at Community Center, 15 Crescent Road.

The schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that 
a meeting is being held call 301-474-8000.

For more information on City Activities, Services and 
Events, visit www.greenbeltmd.gov

Follow cityofgreenbelt on Facebook!
We are also on Twitter and Instagram at

@cityofgreenbelt

Come out and Join FIT ‘N’ FUN CARDIO  
Participants experience a variety of cardio including dance, 
boot camp, weights and floor work set to great music! You will 
need to bring weights, water and a mat, jump rope is optional.

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from
10:00am-11:15am at Greenbelt Community Center

Drop-in: R: $4, NR $5   Instructor: Judy Cocchiaro

GROUP DESIGNATION APPLICATIONS 
 

For FY 17 the City of Greenbelt’s Contribution, Recognition 
and Civic Group applications are now available online at www.

greenbeltmd.gov.  Please contact the Recreation Department at 
301-397-2200/gvarda@greenbeltmd.gov for more information.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
City Offices will be closed on Monday, February 15, 

in observance of Presidents’ Day.
The Greenbelt Connection will not be operating.

REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE
Week of February 15

Monday Route – Collected Tuesday
Tuesday Route – Collected Wednesday
Wednesday Route – Collected Thursday

Thursday Route – Collected Friday

There will be no appliance or yard waste collections
on Friday, February 19.

COEXISTING WITH BEAVERS
Be part of a community service-learning event to protect 

trees from beavers and invasive species.
Presidents’ Day of 

Community Service
Monday, February 15  

10:30am-1:00pm
Buddy Attick Park, 555 Crescent Rd.

Dress warm and wear closed-toe 
shoes. Bring a reusable water bottle 

and mug for free coffee and hot cocoa
Contact ejosephitis@greenbeltmd.gov or 240-542-2168

WELCOME TO THE FOUR 
CITIES

Come to the premiere of a new video 
highlighting the many postitive attributes 
of living and working within the Berwyn 

Heights, College Park, Greenbelt and New 
Carrollton area 

 Saturday, February 20 at 10:00 am 
Old Greenbelt Theatre at 119 Centerway 

Admission is free!

Holy Cross 
Thrift Store
Every Thursday 

10am – 4pm

Good, clean clothes for women, 
men and children!  

Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md.  301-345-5111

At the Library
All Prince George’s County 

Memorial Library System branch-
es will be closed on Monday, 
February 15 for Presidents Day.

Weekly Storytimes
Wednesday, February 17: 

Preschool Storytime, 10:15 and 
11:15 a.m., for ages 3 to 5, limit 
20 people.

Thursday, February 18: Baby 
Storytime, 10:15 a.m., for ages 
12 to 24 months, limit 20 people; 
Baby Laptime Storytime, 11:15 
a.m., for ages birth to 12 months, 
limit 20 people; Toddler Story-
time, 4:15 p.m., for ages 2 to 3, 
limit 20 people.

Crazy8! Season 1 (Encore)
Tuesday, February 16: 4 p.m., 

for grades K to 2, limit 25 stu-
dents; 5 p.m., for grades 3 to 5, 
limit 25 students. Crazy 8s is a 
new after-school math club de-
signed to get kids fired up about 
math.

The Uncle Devin Show
Tuesday, February 16, 4:30 

p.m. The Uncle Devin Show is 
an interactive musical experience 
for children that uses percussion 
instruments to cultivate their 
minds – a dynamic cross between 
Schoolhouse Rock and The Mup-
pet Show.

Adult Book Discussion, Tues-
day, February 16, 7 p.m. The 
book will be The Short and Trag-
ic Life of Robert Peace: A Bril-
liant Young Man Who Left New-
ark for the Ivy League by Jeff 
Hobbs. Customers who have read 
this book and want to discuss it 
are welcome to participate. Cop-
ies of the book may be available 
at the branch’s Information Desk 
through February 13.

Winter 2016 African History 
& Culture Lecture Series, Tues-
day, February 16, 7 p.m. Ameri-
can Slavery As It Really Was: 
Voices of the Ancestors will be 
the next session in this audio-
visual lecture series presented by 
C.R. Gibbs, renowned historian 
of the African diaspora. 

Bibliobop Dance Party, Sat-
urday, February 20, 10:30 a.m., 
ages 2 to 5. Calling all pre-
schoolers and toddlers (and par-
ents and caregivers) to bust a 
move and shake their sillies out 
at the Greenbelt Bibliobop Dance 
Party.

Read to Rover, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 20, 2 p.m. Read to Rover 
is for children ages 6 to 11 to 
help them build reading confi-
dence while reading aloud to spe-
cially trained therapy dogs glad 
to listen. Each child will read 
for 15 minutes. Registration is 
required; call the branch at 301-
345-5800 for more information.

On Friday, February 19 at 7 
p.m. the Eleanor and Franklin 
Roosevelt Democratic Club will 
celebrate Black History Month 
at the Greenbelt Community 
Church.  The meeting will focus 
on the struggle to secure and 
maintain voting rights for African 
Americans.  Attendees will also 
see a presentation by the Board 
of Elections demonstrating the 
new voting machines to be used 
in the state’s primary election on 
April 26.  The new machines will 
yield a paper ballot.

The Club’s two speakers, Di-
ane Braddock and Jacquelyn 
Shropshire, were active in the 
civil rights movement during dif-
ficult times.  Braddock’s younger 
sister was one of the four young 

girls who were killed in the Bir-
mingham church bombing of 
1963.  Braddock and Shropshire 
will give a closer look at the 
struggle to secure voting and civil 
rights.

A brief glimpse into a bit of 
history:  While the 15th Amend-
ment, approved by Congress in 
1869, gave African Americans 
the right to vote, that right faced 
stern opposition for nearly a 
century. Tactics ranged from Jim 
Crow laws to outright threats and 
violence against citizens attempt-
ing to go to the polls to vote.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 
was passed by Congress and 
signed into law by President 
Lyndon Johnson.  The law per-
manently barred barriers to po-

Black History, Voting Demo at Meeting of Democrats
by Konrad Herling

litical participation by racial and 
ethnic minorities.  It also required 
jurisdictions with a history of 
discrimination in voting to get 
federal approval for changes in 
their election laws before they 
can take effect. 

Presidents Nixon, Ford, Carter, 
Reagan, Clinton and George W. 
Bush all signed extensions of 
the law.  However, in 2013, The 
Supreme Court by a 5-to-4 vote, 
freed nine states, mostly in the 
South, to change their election 
laws without advance federal 
approval.  Since that decision, 
North Carolina and Texas have 
passed laws that much of the civ-
il rights community argue make it 
more difficult for minorities and 
women to vote. 

So, the back-and-forth struggle 
continues.  Following the presen-
tation, there will be a Q and A 
session.

Anyone wanting to see a dem-
onstration of the voting machines 
should be at the Social Hall of 
the Community Church by 7 p.m. 
to secure a seat.

For further information, con-
tact 202-321-4207.
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Greenbelt Nursery School 
Open House 

Registration for Fall 2016 
Saturday, February 20, 10 am – 1 pm 

 
Classes for children ages 2, 3, and 4 

 Two, three, and five days a week.   Low child to staff ratio. 
Full day educational programs available. 

 
Greenbelt Community Center     15 Crescent Road  
301-474-5570       www.greenbeltnurseryschool.org 

                                
 
 
 
 
 

Accredited by NAEYC’s National Academy 
of Early Childhood Programs 

Utopia Film Festival Presents
Sunday, Feb. 14th & Wednesday, Feb. 17th

Beginning at 8 PM 

 “Music of the Brain (2010)” and
“Oxygen for the Ears”

On Greenbelt Access Television, Inc. (GATe)
Comcast 77 & Verizon Fios 19 Channels

plaint. Bruce noted that there 
could also have been unrecorded 
complaints. Riders can call the 
county transit office using a num-
ber posted in buses and on the 
county website. While a record-
ing may put a caller temporarily 
on hold, the complaint will be 
taken by a live person.

Metrobus
For the eight routes serving 

Greenbelt, Metrobus ridership 
was also the highest for the 
eight-month period from May to 
December (16,088 weekly riders) 
and the lowest in December at 
13,971. Overall, this represented 
slight growth increases on the 
R11, R12 and G12 routes: there 
was no change on the other G 
routes and slight declines on the 
C2 and C4 routes.

Average on-time performance 
for the Metrobus Greenbelt routes 
was the best on the R11 and 
G12 routes at 93 and 92 percent 
and the worst on the C2 and C4 
routes at 75 percent. Other routes 
were 85 percent or better. An-
other statistical measure reported 
was on-time transfers between 
routes. This took place 88 percent 
of the time. No prior time sta-
tistics were provided that might 
have been useful to determine if 
service is improving or not.

Rider complaints for all the 
lines serving Greenbelt varied 
from month to month during 
the eight month period with the 
most complaints (46) occurring 
in September and the fewest (30) 
in May. According to the data 
provided, but not calculated, the 
highest number of complaints 
was made on the G12 route, the 
route between the Greenbelt and 
New Carrollton Metrorail sta-
tions that winds its way through 
the city. This is particularly sig-
nificant since that route had the 
lowest number of riders. A break-
down of the complaints was not 
provided to the council and there 
was no discussion at the meet-
ing about why complaints were 
so high. The complaints were 
highest during the four summer 
months and are at about a third 
of the rate for October to Decem-
ber. For other routes, the number 
of complaints on a route seemed 
more directly related to the num-
ber of riders using the route.

New Buses
At the worksession, Hershen 

told the council that there would 

be a lot of new buses by the end 
of the calendar year with many 
being hybrid buses. By then, the 
red, white and blue buses will be 
phased out of service. In Green-
belt, all buses to be used will 
be either hybrid or diesel. The 
current buses are either 40 or 60 
feet long, and the replacement 
buses will be the same lengths.

When queried, Hershen said 
that compressed natural gas 
(CNG) fueled buses were not 
being added to the fleet. To do 
so, Metro must first build a new 
garage in addition to the two 
garages it already has. To service 
the CNG buses, a garage must 
have special safety and ventila-
tion features and be able to con-
nect to a large gas supply line. 
Hershen said a new garage would 
require a $40 million investment.

Bruce told the council that 
The Bus equipment measured 35 
to 40 feet in length. The new-
est buses were put in service in 
2012. She added that maybe 12 
buses serve Greenbelt, possibly 
more during peak hours of usage.

Hershen said that persons with 
complaints can either email Metro 
or telephone. When concern was 
expressed over possible false 
claims against drivers, Hershen 
noted that all buses have video 
recorders so that the validity of 
a complaint can be determined. 
Also to protect drivers, the new 
buses will be equipped with driv-
er shields, although Hershen said 
some drivers did not like having 
them.

Asked what would happen to 
the old buses, Hershen said that 
they would be easy to get rid of; 
that there was a good market for 
selling them.

Other Matters
Holland said that TRU-G was 

seeking an added stop for G14 
Metro buses on Greenbelt Road 
at Lakecrest Drive.  

Mayor Emmett Jordan noted 
the need for more service to the 
new apartments and homes now 
being built in the South Core of 
Greenbelt Station.

Jordan also urged that revised 
plans for the Greenbelt Metrorail 
station enable buses to drop off 
and pick up closer to the station 
entrance.

BUS SERVICE continued from page 1

Approximately 25 years ago, 
after a dozen years of living in 
Greenbelt, this same (but signifi-
cantly younger) author published 
a News Review article detailing 
a systems engineering analysis 
she had undertaken on determin-
ing where she should live in the 
far distant future when she was 
retired and aging (gracefully, of 
course). She analyzed her future 
requirements in terms of com-
munity resources, transportation 
needs, availability of medical care 
and proximity to friends and fam-
ily; extrapolated out and racked 
and stacked the characteristics of 
the Greenbelt solution and deter-
mined – with a reluctance due to 
itchy feet and a feeling of being 
less than enterprising – that she 
had moved to the ideal retirement 
community some decades ahead 
of need.

Time has passed and the fu-
ture, as they say, is now. Re-
markably, one millennium segued 
smoothly to the next and while 
one might say (as Shakespeare 
did over 400 years ago) that soci-
ety has gone from bad to worse, 
the world is going to the dogs 

and young people don’t know 
half what we did at their age. 
Here your faithful correspondent 
remains still in Greenbelt but 
now retired and thus drinking her 
own predictive bathwater.

Was she right? Has it turned 
out as she supposed it would? 
The predictions based on her 
analysis seem to be borne out 
by observation. Greenbelt re-
mains a great place to live, rich 
in resources and opportunities. 
Community activities have, if 
anything, increased in range and 
scale. In 1990 (it seems only yes-
terday as older people are wont 
to say) there was no New Deal 
Café and no Farmers Market. 
Chris Cherry wasn’t writing plays 
for youngsters to act and circus 
camp was not even a dream. 
MakerSpace wasn’t roboticizing 
and who knew from a Coder 
Dojo? The Greenbelt Museum 
had only been open since 1987. 
The indoor pool wasn’t built.  No 
FONDCA – whatever did we do 
with ourselves?

Perhaps it is fair to say, there-
fore, that she was right in her 
analysis. But it took a lot of 

Commentary

Future Shock: Author Drinks Bathwater
by Cathie Meetre

people to make it that way and 
no backsliding, thank you. Ev-
ery day creates anew the task 
of keeping to the standards and 
values that keep the city healthy. 
Just as energy and foresight can 
make a city great, poor manage-
ment and citizen apathy can tear 
it apart at the seams. But here 
we live in a city that continues to 
regale its citizens with leisure ac-
tivities that include original plays 
and ballets, pools, theater, music, 
movies, festivals, markets and pa-
rades. It pays attention to public 
safety.  Its parks and streets are 
well kept. Its buildings are main-
tained and open for business. Its 
staff is energetic, enthusiastic and 
principled. The city, in turn, gets 
help from a community that re-
lentlessly turns up to be counted 
and puts in its two cents – and 
then keeps putting them in.  

Your author still has her pe-
rennially itchy feet – but here 
she is, still living in Greenbelt.  
Because, just as it was a ter-
rific place to live when she was 
a twenty-something – it still is 
today when she’s a sixty-some-
thing. And every-something in-
between.

Costumes, props and sets are the focus in the 
Production Design Highlights from the Green-
belt Recreation Department.  The exhibit runs 
through March 25 in the Community Center.
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PRELIMINARY AGENDA 
GHI BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

Thursday, February 18, 2016 
 

GHI ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 7:30 PM 









GHI Key Agenda Items: 
• Review the Companion Animal Committee’s Charter 
• 2016 HIP Building Envelope Contract, 1st Reading 
• 2016 HIP Electrical Contract, 1st Reading 
• 2016 HIP HVAC Contract, 1st Reading 
• 2016 HIP Masonry Crawlspace Contract, 1st Reading 
• Extension of Deadline for Submitting Fee Deferral 

Applications 
• Financing HIP Optional Improvements Through GHI’s 

Approved Lenders 
• Request Legislative and Government Affairs Committee to 

Assess Impact of Zoning Rewrite on GHI 
• Proposed Agenda for the March 13th Membership Townhall 

Meeting 
• 2016 Gutter Cleaning Contract, 1st Reading 
• Contract for Designing Drainage System and Parking Lot 

Improvements, 1st Reading 

 

To request a sign language interpreter for this meeting,   
go to http://www.ghi.coop/content/interpreter-request-form, 
or go to the GHI Office (One Hamilton Place) or contact us 
by phone (301-474-4161) or fax (301-474-4006). 

Regular Board meetings are open to Members 
For more information, visit our website: www.ghi.coop  

L♥VE N♥TES
ARE HERE!

See if there is 
a special message 

for you 
on page 16.

Ford’s Theatre and the purchase 
of wood-frame display boards for 
the school’s National History Day 
exhibits.

Seven grants were approved 
for Springhill Lake Elementary 
School. Three of the grants will 
enhance the physical activity 
for students with a bike-riding 
program, sports equipment to be 
used during recess and a set of 
trampolines that will be used by 
the teacher of adapted physical 
education for students who have 
particular physical needs. Funding 
will link students in the talented 
and gifted program with those in 
the special education program to 
build birdhouses. The school’s 
first graders will get activity 
centers and software to help with 
reading. Finally, all students in 
the schools will receive pencils 
and other incentives to encourage 
them to do well on tests.

Greenbelt Elementary School 
received three grants. Fourth 
graders will get a set of board 
games, such as Scrabble and 
Boggle, to improve literacy. Sec-
ond graders will write poems and 
make puppets to act out their po-
ems. Students in the third grade 
will create a life science journal 
that includes drawings of plants, 
connecting art and science.

E leanor  Rooseve l t  High 
School received three grants. The 
Pep Band will get help purchas-
ing uniform jackets to allow them 
to play at outdoor games. The 
advanced physics classes will get 
individual student whiteboards for 
use in solving problems. Funding 
will enable The Raider Review, 
the student newspaper, to print 
paper editions, helping students 
to learn the differences between 
online and paper journalism.

The Dora Kennedy French 
Immersion School is participating 
in the ACE grants program for 
the second time. The school will 
receive two grants. One grant 
will be used to purchase chess 
sets and other board games for 
use in an after-school club and at 
Family Fun nights. The other will 
purchase a table and chairs for 
the school media center that are 
sized for the smallest students. 
When the school took over the 
old Greenbelt Middle School 
building last year, the furniture 
in the media center was not sized 
for the younger students.

This is the seventh year that 
Greenbelt has distributed ACE 
grants to the local schools; in all 
there have been 125 proposals 
funded for up to $500 each.

Jon Gardner is a member of 
ACE.

ACE continued from page 1

Proposed veterans issues con-
tained in legislation before the 
Maryland General Assembly and 
a presentation on the Maryland 
Center for Veterans Education 
and Training (MCVET) in Bal-
timore were topics included in 
the January Maryland Veterans 
Commission quarterly meeting 
in Greenbelt at American Le-
gion Post 136. The organization, 
whose members are appointed by 
Governor Lawrence Hogan, travel 
quarterly to various sites across 
Maryland to discuss veterans sup-
port activities and issues and then 
provide updates to the governor.

Fred Shinbur, chairperson of 
the Maryland Veterans Commis-
sion, said adult education and 
literacy and workforce devel-
opment were among 14 veter-
ans bills being addressed by the 
Maryland legislature. He said 
those bills also included having 
driver’s licenses identify veterans, 
displaying the veterans Missing 
in Action flag along with the 
National colors, and developing a 
Maryland Prisoner of War medal. 

Sandi Dutton, past National 
President of the American Legion 
Auxiliary and MCVET Board of 

At the Maryland Veterans Commission event held at the Greenbelt American Legion Post 136, (from 
left) Jeffery Kendrick, MCVET executive director, and Sandi Dutton, president of the MCVET Board 
of Directors, discuss veterans support with Maryland Veterans Commission Chairperson Fred Shinbur 
and host for the event, Mike Moore, Commander, Greenbelt American Legion.
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Legion Post 136 Hosts Veterans Commission

Directors president, told the gath-
ering that the MCVET programs 
are helping to heal veterans who 
have, through poor life choices, 
alcoholism and drug addiction, 
become homeless and in need of 
help to recover, become a whole 
person, and reintegrate into soci-
ety. “MCVET provides the tools 
to help veterans heal themselves 
inside and out,” Dutton said.

MCVET was established in 
1993 and its Baltimore location 
now operates four housing pro-
grams. More information may be 
found at www.mcvet.org.
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Most are familiar with the 
three R’s of solid waste man-
agement: Reduce, Reuse, Re-
cycle. Yet, many are unaware of 
the three S’s of stormwater run-
off management: Slow it down, 
Spread it out, Soak it in. Slow-
ing down the flow of stormwater 
minimizes erosion and flooding 
dangers. Spreading out stormwa-
ter decreases its speed.  Allow-
ing stormwater to soak into the 
ground filters contaminants and 
restores underground aquifers. 

On Saturday, January 30 the 
first of a series of rain garden 
workshops was held at Greenbelt 
Public Works. Over 40 partici-
pants attended the free workshop 
to learn how to assess a property 
for stormwater problems and op-
portunities for remediation. A 
virtual stormwater audit taught 
participants to distinguish pervi-
ous from paved areas starting 
at the perimeter of the property 
and ending at the location of the 
home or building.

The virtual stormwater au-
dit process identified common 
problems, including broken pave-
ment, compacted soil, erosion, 
flooding, clogged gutters, seeping 
groundwater, ponding, run on 
and runoff. Some of the solutions 
to these stormwater issues are 
amending soils, cleaning gutters, 
stabilizing slopes, planting trees, 
installing a rain cistern, rain bar-
rel, rain garden, green roof or 
permeable pavement. 

Residents of Prince George’s 
County are invited to play a role 
in the community efforts of in-
stalling “Rain Check,” approved 
stormwater management practices 
that reduce and improve the qual-
ity of stormwater runoff as well 
as the health of local waterways. 
Homeowners, business and non-
profit entities (including housing 
cooperatives and churches) are 
able to recoup some of the costs 

Rain Garden Workshop Looks at Home Stormwater Problems
by Erin Josephitis

of installing practices cov-
ered by the program. Eligible 
practices include cisterns, 
green roofs, pavement re-
moval, permeable pavement, 
rain barrels, rain gardens and 
urban tree canopy. 

As residents and business-
es install watershed runoff so-
lutions on their properties in 
Greenbelt, the Green Team’s 
Pathways of Sustainability 
aims to collect an inventory 
of these practices and loca-
tions. The ultimate goal of 
the Pathways of Sustainabil-
ity is to create a connected 
wildlife corridor of pollinator-
friendly rain gardens, food 
forests and more. Readers 
can contribute to the Green 
Team’s Pathways of Sustain-
ability inventory online at 
goo.gl/forms/9qO1CvBAB8. 

The next  rain garden 
workshop will take place on 
February 27 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at Greenbelt Public 
Works. Participants will take 
a tour of local rain gardens, 
view displays and talk with 
local landscapers. The final 
rain garden clinic will take 
place on March 18 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Greenbelt 
Public Works. Participants 
will get real-time help with 
rain garden designs and Rain 
Check Rebate application. 
Contact Erin Josephitis at 
ejosephitis@greenbeltmd.gov 
or 240-542-2168 to reserve 
your space. 

The series of rain gar-
den workshops are sponsored by 
Prince George’s Department of 
the Environment in partnership 
with the City of Greenbelt, Citi-
zens to Conserve and Restore In-
dian Creek (CCRIC), Beaverdam 
Creek Watershed Watch Group 
and Friends of Still Creek. 

The Public Works Department was full of rain garden workshop participants.

Below left: Deborah Weller of Prince George's County De-
partment of the Environment teaches participants about 
residential techniques to stormwater problems.
Below right: Rain Garden Workshop Check In Table.

Photos by Erin Josephitis
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Two Planned Communities,Two Different Outcomes
by Lesley Kash

Greenbelt ,  Maryland and 
Greenhills, Ohio were two of 
the three green towns built by 
the federal government in the 
late 1930s. In the early 1950s, 
residents of each community 
bought the housing from the 
federal government and set off 
on different paths into the future. 
Sixty years down those divergent 
paths, the condition of the aging, 
historic housing stocks reflects 
the choices made. 

In Greenhills, where housing, 
including multi-family buildings, 
are owned individually and rent-
als are the norm, deferred main-
tenance has led to deterioration 
and demolitions.  By contrast, the 
Greenbelt housing cooperative is 
beginning its second comprehen-
sive renovation of the entire orig-
inal cooperative member-occupied 
historic housing stock.  What 
happened in each city, and why?

Different Decisions
Greenhills and Greenbelt were 

model planned suburban commu-
nities designed to provide garden-
surrounded housing for working 
families.  They became national 
treasures, according to Patrick 
Kerin, president-elect of Green-
hills’ Historical Society. “They 
are exemplars of innovative town 
planning, superb construction and 
graceful design that continue to 
be studied by planners both in 
the U.S. and overseas.”

When, by order of Congress 
in 1952, the Green Towns were 
sold, Greenbelt residents formed 
a housing cooperative (later re-
named Greenbelt Homes Inc., 
GHI) to purchase the homes and 
mandated member-occupancy.  
By contrast, Greenhills’ residents 
formed a homeowners associa-
tion to buy their homes, leaving 
individual property owners free 
to rent out their homes.

Differences 
In Greenbelt, the cooperative 

structure, based on mutual own-
ership of all the homes, allowed 
and obligated GHI to maintain all 
the co-op homes.  This perma-
nent responsibility has included a 
wide range of work, described on 
GHI’s website, ranging from indi-
vidual repairs as needed to com-
prehensive community upgrade of 
structural components (insulation, 
windows, siding/asbestos removal, 
heat systems, roofing, etc.) as 
performed in the late 1970s/early 
1980s.  GHI responsibilities also 
include oversight and approval of 
any changes to the appearance or 
structure of the original homes.

Greenhills’ owners were left 
on their own to maintain, change 
or neglect their units.  Deteriora-
tion set in over time.  Greenhills 
began a long struggle to deal 
with the consequences: vacancies, 
foreclosures, community conflict 
and demolitions.

“Despite its history as an at-
tractive and successful suburban 
community in which to live and 
raise families, the Village of 
Greenhills, Ohio, began to feel its 
age in the 1990s,” explained the 
O’Keeffe public relations firm on 
its webpage last month.  “Many 
of its original dwellings began to 
deteriorate – the result of age and 
neglect by absentee landlords. 
A small portion of the historic 
buildings could be saved, but 
the majority were too far gone – 
riddled with termites or asbestos 
– and unfit for habitation. After 
much struggle and consultation 
with experts on rehabilitating the 
historic structures, the Village 

bought as many of the privately 
owned dwellings as it could and 
decided to raze the dilapidated 
structures and replace them with 
new housing stock aimed at at-
tracting new residents.

Demolitions
“As of early 2008, officials 

had purchased 135 dwellings, 20 
percent of the Historic District’s 
original 676 residential units. Of 
the unique building types found 
only in the targeted neighbor-
hoods, 52 units had been razed,” 
Preservation Ohio stated, ex-
plaining Greenhills’ inclusion on 
their ‘most endangered sites’ list. 
“Insensitive infill, modern rendi-
tions of 1900s Bungalow and 
American Foursquares, replaced 
the forward-thinking Interna-
tional and Moderne Styles of the 
1938 originals. New stand-alone 
single family houses were packed 
into the footprints of the origi-
nal historic stacked apartments 
and townhouses.  Unfortunately, 
little has changed in Greenhills, 
although groups, including the 
Cincinnati Preservation Asso-
ciation, are continuing to promote 
its preservation. …  A number 
of Village-owned buildings con-
tinue to deteriorate and there is 
no viable plan for their reuse, 
however.”

“The village has successfully 
rehabbed and sold a number 
of properties or rents them to 
tenants at market rates,” says 
Kerin.  “However, the village 
also embarked on a campaign of 
teardowns and redevelopment. 
Fifty-two units were removed 
from the original housing stock 
of Greenhills. New construction 
also occurred in one section of 
the village. These teardowns and 
the section of new development 
have been problematic and gen-
erated considerable controversy 
at both the local and national 
level.   The level of concern led 
Preservation Ohio, an independent 
historic preservation organization 
within the state, to label Green-
hills one of Ohio’s most endan-
gered historic places in 2010, 
2011 and 2012.” 

New Deal Architecture Faces 
Bulldozer, a New York Times 
article of February 8, 2009, 
by Tracy Rozhon, reported the 
Greenhills’ demolitions.  “Where 
the demolished apartments stood, 
there are now several vacant lots 
and nine new single-family hous-
es, priced at more than $200,000; 

many of these are still for sale. 
Jane A. Berry, the municipal 
manager, bought one but con-
ceded the new houses were built 
too close to each other.  ‘We’re 
trying to attract families,” and 

there’s not even room for a swing 
set,’ she said.”

“While there are no current 
written plans to demolish more 
buildings, the village council 
reserves its right to do so,” the 
article stated.  “And so 10 resi-
dents, including Betty Senior, a 
retired teacher, together bought 
one of the threatened rundown 
apartments and fixed it up, just to 
show what could be done.”

Efforts have since been pro-
posed for planning, zoning or 
regulation in the interest of his-
toric preservation, including a 
grant program currently featured 
on the Village of Greenhills mu-
nicipal website.  These are mod-
est grants, only for exterior home 
repairs, and only for owner-oc-
cupants.

“At this point in time I am 
cautiously optimistic about the 
future of historical preservation 
in Greenhills, but still wary,” 
says Kerin. “I believe the prob-
lems surrounding redevelopment 
in the village have had a tem-
pering effect and fostered some 
degree of reassessment of earlier 
plans, but there is still concern 
about future demolition.”

In Contrast
GHI’s board of directors, after 

the first rehabilitation 30-plus 
years ago, began collecting re-
placement reserve contributions 
(as part of monthly co-op fees) 
to fund future replacement of 
core components in the homes. 
As a result, many of the needed 
replacements are already pre-
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While many of the original Greenhills rowhouses deteriorated and 
were demolished, the village has successfully rehabbed and sold or 
rented a number of properties. Greenhills has been labelled one of 
Ohio’s most endangered historic places.

funded, according to Steve Skol-
nik, GHI president.

“The Home Improvements 
Program is finishing a five-year 
pilot test program aimed at find-
ing durable and affordable solu-
tions and sources for these re-
placements,” Skolnik said.  “De-
tails of the coming multistage 
rehabilitation project have been 
discussed and negotiated by com-
mittees, the board of directors 
and the membership.  Financing 
was approved by membership 
vote, though objections have 
recently been raised by some to 
the cost and the collective nature 
of the project.” 

Kerin advises, “As Greenbelt 
considers its own historic prop-
erties, I would encourage most 
of all a constructive dialogue in 
which all participants carefully 
listen to one another.  Aside from 
the loss of original buildings in 
Greenhills, another painful aspect 
has been the rancor and bitterness 
this controversy had engendered.  
I would also encourage every-
one to consider how future gen-
erations will regard the decisions 
made now.”

Greenhills has an outdoor community pool.
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Contact us today to schedule an appointment. 

301-DCH-4YOU | 301-324-4968 8118 Good Luck Road   
Lanham, Maryland 20706
DCHweb.orgDoctorsCommunityHospital DCH4YOUDCHweb

We put the community in Doctors Community Hospital with healthcare  
services conveniently located throughout Prince George’s County. In addition 
to our main campus in Lanham, Maryland, you’ll find a wide range of programs 
at our offices in Bowie, Camp Springs, Clinton, College Park, District Heights, 
Largo, Laurel, Riverdale and Suitland. So, you don’t need to leave your 
neighborhood to get high-quality medical care.   

As a healthcare leader, our experienced and compassionate  
professionals provide exceptional care: 

+  Joslin Diabetes Center – the only multidisciplinary program  
 accredited by the American Diabetes Association in the county 
+  Bariatric and Weight Loss Center – the county’s first hospital to provide  
 bariatric weight loss options using the daVinci® surgical robot 
+  Center for Comprehensive Breast Care – the first center  
 with a dedicated breast surgeon in the county 

+  Comprehensive Rehabilitation Services – the area’s largest  
 lymphedema program

In fact, your neighborhood hospital has a broad range of medical  
and surgical services that also include:

When you need  
high-quality health care,  
we’re here for you...  
And here. And here. 

For more than 40 years, Doctors Community Hospital 
has provided comprehensive and high-quality care 
right in your backyard.  We’ll continue to be here when 
you need us . . . wherever in Prince George’s County you 
happen to be.

+  Cardiology Services and Outpatient Vascular Studies 
+  Center for Wound Healing and Hyperbaric Medicine 
+  Comprehensive Orthopedic Services 
+  Doctors Community Rehabilitation and  
 Patient Care Center (transitional care) 
+  Doctors Regional Cancer Center 
+  Emergency Department (24/7) 
+  Imaging Services 
+  Infusion Center 
+  Metropolitan Medical Specialists (primary care) 
+  Sleep Center 
+  Vascular Health Program

Lanham

Laurel

Largo

District Heights

Clinton

Camp Springs

Riverdale
Bowie

College Park

Suitland
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Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department, 
www.greenbeltmd.gov/police 

Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about 
incidents.

Police Blotter

The Department is offering a reward of up to $1,000 for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved 

crimes reported in the blotter.   
Call 1-866-411-TIPS.

People may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the 
Drug Tip Line at 240-542-2145.

Update
An arrest warrant has been 

obtained for sex offenses reported 
June 18, charging a 29-year-
old nonresident man with sec-
ond-, third- and fourth-degree 
sexual contact.  The warrant has 
been turned over to the Prince 
George’s County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment to serve it on the man.

Fraud
February 2, 7:39 p.m., 7800 

block Hanover Parkway.  A man 
contacted a woman by phone, 
posing as an investigator with the 
Department of Justice.  He said 
her personal identity information 
and computer had been compro-
mised and in order to continue 
the investigation he needed her 
checking and credit card informa-
tion.  He then used that informa-
tion to take money from both her 
bank and credit card account.

Theft
January 28, 4:32 p.m., 7800 

block Walker Drive.  A cellphone 
was removed from a parcel pack-
age delivered to a business.

January 30, 2 p.m., 99 Cen-
terway.  An unattended cellphone 
was taken at the Youth Center.

February 1, 4:03 p.m., 6900 
block Hanover Parkway. A wit-
ness saw a man attempting to 
force open a mailbox in the hall-
way of a condominium building.  
He is described as black, approxi-
mately 40 years old, 5’7” tall, 
160 pounds and bald, wearing 
glasses.  He fled in a vehicle de-
scribed as a silver 4-door Toyota 
Camry with Maryland tags.

Trespass
January 28, 5:05 p.m., 6000 

b lock  Greenbe l t  Road .   A 
16-year-old Greenbelt youth was 
arrested for trespass after she was 
found in Beltway Plaza after hav-
ing been banned from the mall 
by agents of the property.  She 
was released to a parent pend-
ing action by the Juvenile Justice 
System.

January 29, 6:10 p.m., 6000 
b lock  Greenbe l t  Road .   A 
27-year-old nonresident was ar-
rested and charged with trespass 
after he was found in Beltway 
Plaza after having been banned 
from the mall by agents of the 
property.  He was released on 
citation to the Prince George’s 
County Sheriff’s Department for 
service of the warrant.

Counterfeit Money
February 2, 1:32 p.m., 6000 

block Greenbelt Road.  Two 
residents, one 21 years old and 

IRS Impersonators 
Residents are warned to be 

on the look-out during tax sea-
son for calls or emails, claim-
ing to be from the Internal 
Revenue Service and demand-
ing immediate payment, usual-
ly by cash, prepaid debit cards, 
money orders or wire transfers 
from the resident’s banks.  The 
IRS does not contact citizens 
by phone for payment.

Anyone who has experi-
enced this type of crime should 
contact the Greenbelt Police 
Department at 301-474-7200. 

the other 14, were arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct 
and possession of counterfeit 
money when officers responded 
to a report of a fight.  The adult 
was transported to the Depart-
ment of Corrections for a hearing 
before a district court commis-
sioner and the youth was released 
to a parent pending action by the 
Juvenile Justice System.

Burglary
January 28, 7:50 p.m., 6100 

block Breezewood Drive.  Two 
nonresidents, one 19 years old 
and the other 20, were arrested 
and charged with burglary and 
possession of marijuana after they 
were found inside a vacant apart-
ment.  They were transported to 
the Department of Corrections for 
a hearing before a district court 
commissioner.

January 30, 2 p.m., 200 block 
Lakeside Drive.  Car keys were 
taken after a residence was en-
tered by way of an unlocked 
front door.

Vehicle Crime
A white 2007 Ford F250 Su-

per Cap pickup truck with Md. 
tags 7CB383, with a snowplow 
attachment, was stolen from the 
9100 block Edmonston Road on 
January 30.  Also on that date, an 
attempt was made to steal a ve-
hicle in the 6100 block Springhill 
Terrace, by tampering with the 
ignition system and damaging it.

Rear Md. tag 7AM6866 was 
taken in the 6000 block Cherry-
wood Court on February 1.

The gas line of a vehicle in 
the 100 block Westway was dam-
aged on January 29.  On Feb-
ruary 3, tires were slashed on 
two vehicles in the 9100 block 
Edmonston Terrace on February 
3, three tires on one vehicle and 
four on the other.

L♥VE N♥TES 
ARE HERE!

See if there is a special message for you on page 16

Recent Case 
A recent court case found that 

the District Council has author-
ity to review planning board 
decisions only on appeal, which 
dramatically reduces the council’s 
range of authority in reviewing 
any or all decisions.  The pro-
posed bill would take the zon-
ing powers of both the planning 
board and the board of appeals 
and vest them in the District 
Council. 

Craze told council that city 
planning staff also recommend 
opposing this bill.  Since the 
beginning of zoning in 1920, she 
said, the model has been that an 
apolitical planning body makes 
zoning decisions, with the elected 
body then playing a role in the 
appeals process.  That system 
also provides what she called 
a “citizen-friendly” process for 
individuals to go to the District 
Council and appeal matters at no 
cost, a recourse that would also 
be eliminated.

Jordan said he was inclined 
to oppose the bill but suggested 
waiting until the next regular 
meeting to act in deference to 
County Councilmember Todd 
Turner.  Other councilmembers 
agreed to wait.  Councilmember 
Edward Putens said he was will-
ing to wait but would like the 
city manager to convey to Turner 
that at this time council was in-
clined to strongly oppose the bill.

Bag Fee
“County Disposable Bag Fee” 

(PG 404) is similar to legisla-
tion Greenbelt has supported for 
years.  It provides that a fee of 
no more than five cents per bag 
be charged for the use of dispos-
able plastic bags.  The bill would 
apply only in Prince George’s 
County.  The city council dis-
cussed this bill at its January 11 
meeting and postponed action 

until the next meeting because 
of disagreement among council-
members about the implications 
of language in the bill indicating 
that the county would charge the 
retailer rather than the noncompli-
ant shopper.

Assistant City Manager David 
Moran said upon looking into the 
matter further, he had seen that 
the language had not changed at 
all from the bills the city council 
had supported previously.  He 
also emphasized a point made by 
Davis at the prior meeting: that 
this bill was merely enabling and 
that the specifics of how it would 
work would be dealt with later 
at the county level.  With those 
clarifications, Councilmember 
Silke Pope moved support of 
bill, which carried 6 to 1 with 
Councilmember Rodney Roberts 
opposing.  

The “Community Cleanup and 
Greening Act” (SB 57/HB31) 
would establish a bag fee of 10 
cents statewide on both plastic 
and paper disposable carryout 
bags.  Stores could keep either 
five cents or seven cents, de-
pending on whether they have 
a customer bag credit program.  
The balance would go to the 
county to be used for various 
environmental purposes.  Davis 
moved that council support the 
bill with an amendment to say 
that any revenues collected within 
a municipality must be returned 
to that municipality.  This motion 
also carried on a 6 to 1 vote with 
Roberts opposing.  He explained 
that he opposes bills to collect 
fees for bag use rather than an 
outright ban because once a rev-
enue flow is created for counties 
or municipalities, they will have 
no motivation to ban the bags 
altogether.

PERMITS continued from page 1MD Offers Home 
Energy Assistance 
The Maryland Department of 
Housing and Community Develop-
ment’s (DHCD) energy efficiency 
programs are designed to help 
low-income Marylanders save 
money on utility bills; improve the 
comfort, health and safety of their 
homes; and repair or replace non-
functioning heating systems.

Through the program, a home 
energy analyst will visit the 
home to conduct a comprehen-
sive whole-house assessment of 
energy and health- and safety-
related issues. Applicants must 
meet income and other eligibility 
requirements. Using state-of-the-
art diagnostic equipment, includ-
ing blower door, carbon monox-
ide and heat system testing and 
infrared scans, the analyst will 
develop a full-service, energy-
efficient retrofit scope of work to 
be implemented by an authorized 
weatherization company.

DHCD also offers evaluations 
and corrective services to ad-
dress lead paint, mold, asbestos, 
roofing issues and light rehab/
structural issues, and can assist 
in the repair or replacement of 
nonfunctioning heating systems 
for qualifying individuals. 

To be eligible for these pro-
grams, a resident’s household 
income must be equal to or less 
than the equivalent of 200 per-
cent of the federal poverty level. 
For a one-person family unit, 
the maximum annual household 
income is $23,540; for a two-per-
son family, $31,860; three-person, 
$40,180; four-person, $48,500; 
five-person, $56,820; six-person, 
$65,140; seven-person, $73,460 
and eight-person, $81,780.

For more information, visit 
dhcd.maryland.gov/Website/Pro-
grams/lieep or call 855-583-8976.
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Greenbelt Shelter’s Dubious No Kill Claim
The City of Greenbelt, on its website, has claimed that Greenbelt Animal Control (which includes the shelter) operates a 

No Kill shelter.  This claim appears on the No Kill Network’s website listing of No Kill shelters in Maryland.  City Manager 
Michael McLaughlin, in his response to an inquiry regarding the claim, responded that the animal shelter has a Live Release 
Rate (LRR) of 98%. 

We investigated this claim and contend that it is false.  Subsequent to our investigation and publication of our findings, the 
shelter’s website was changed to describe it as “No Kill for Convenience.”  “No Kill” already means no animals are killed 
for convenience; it is not clear what obscure message the City is trying to create. 

By advertising itself as a No Kill organization (or a No Kill for Convenience organization), Greenbelt Animal Control claims 
to adhere to a strict, compassionate standard for animals placed in its care, garnering more community support, increased 
donations, and trust of citizens.  

A "No Kill" shelter is an animal shelter that does not kill healthy or treatable animals even when the shelter is full, reserving 
euthanasia for terminally ill animals or those considered dangerous to public safety.  A commonly-used minimum benchmark 
for claiming to be No Kill is a 90% Live Release Rate, which allows more than sufficient allowance for animals who are 
too incurably sick, injured, or aggressive to be adopted out. Under ASPCA guidelines, a “Live Release” includes adoptions, 
returns-to-owner, and transfers to outside rescue groups or agencies that guarantee adoption. The 90% minimum benchmark 
is merely an objective measure that any No Kill shelter would be expected to meet or pass; even if a shelter has a LRR of 
more than 90%, it is not a No Kill shelter if it kills animals who are not terminally ill or dangerous.  

Using documents obtained by a public records request to the City (including a ledger used to record all animals com-
ing into and leaving the shelter, return-to-owner records, adoption records (adopter information redacted to protect privacy), 
transfer records, and death records), we calculated the shelter’s LRR to be between 49% and 83% over the 18-month period 
from January 1, 2014 to June 30, 2015 (the percentage depends on how generously one interprets the records received; for 
instance whether crediting the shelter for an animal marked as adopted in a ledger book, but without a corresponding adoption 
contract).  The actual LRR is far short of both the 98% reported by McLaughlin, and the 90% which is a commonly-used 
minimum benchmark for claiming to be No Kill.

Reporting and recording deficiencies are widespread. In addition to the absence of adoption records for many claimed adop-
tions, many adoption records that were produced lack a description of the animal; lack an adopter signature; and/or lack a date 
(to verify that the adoption relates to the period studied). Additionally, for 9 of 10 animals killed at the shelter, the reason for 
the killing was not shown in the documents provided. Moreover, animals were received by and transferred out of the shelter 
without any recording at all. Through a public records request to the Prince George’s County Animal Management Division 
(AMD), we discovered that during the same 18-month period, 17 dogs and cats were received by and transferred from the City 
to the County shelter (which is not a No Kill shelter).  None of these transfers were recorded in the City’s ledger or supported 
by any transfer paperwork from the City.  All of the above records, if they existed, were part of our documents request. (The 
City has responded that in these cases they could not verify that the animal was in or belonged to a City resident, and such 
animals are therefore the county’s problem. County records showed that one of these transferred animals, a dog, was returned 
to a City resident. Also, contradicting the City’s response, records from the County listed the reason for the transfer of 3 dogs 
to be lack of space at the City shelter.)

So far this issue appears to have received little interest with the council or the City manager; neither seems to be particularly 
concerned about the dogs, cats, and other animals that come into the care and custody of the City animal shelter, the wide-
spread reporting deficiencies, or about the dubious “No Kill” or “No Kill for Convenience” claims. The residents of Greenbelt 
and the State deserve more diligence and accountability in the City’s government.

Brian Almquist PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Council Meets with Mack-Cali, Capital Office Park Reps
by Diane Oberg

As the first snow of the week 
fell on January 20, the Greenbelt 
City Council met with represen-
tatives of the Mack-Cali Realty 
Corporation, the owner of Capi-
tal Office Park, in one of their 
periodic stakeholders meetings. 
Mack-Cali is a real estate invest-
ment trust headquartered in New 
Jersey. Council asked for general 
updates, followed up on issues 
discussed at the previous meeting 
with the company and looked for 
ways that they could help users 
of the office park.

The occupancy rate at the 
office park is now 72 percent, 
according to John O’Hearn, vice 
president for leasing. Council-
member Judith Davis recalled that 
at their last meeting two years 
ago, the rate was 65 percent, so 
this was good news. He said that 
his company prefers a mix of 
tenants, as they have now, rather 
than one or two large tenants. 
He described his experience with 
a property in New York City 
where they had a large lease with 
a financial company. When that 
company left during the 2009 
financial crisis, their commercial 
property portfolio tanked. Having 
a mix of tenants reduces that risk.

While O’Hearn would prefer a 
higher occupancy rate, he would 
not necessarily want to take it all 

the way to 100 percent. He said 
he is much more concerned with 
tenant retention. The company’s 
retention rate is roughly 87 per-
cent. In Capital Office Park they 
have the flexibility to adjust as 
tenants ramp their operations up 
and down.

No Residential 
While Mack-Cali got into tran-

sit-oriented multi-family housing 
property through a 2012 acquisi-
tion, O’Hearn said he would not 
consider converting office space 
to residential use. Beyond zoning 
issues, residential use could also 
conflict with the current com-
mercial activities. He would look 
at their undeveloped land before 
converting existing office space.

Nor are they likely to intro-
duce a cooperative child care 
facility, as Councilmember Leta 
Mach inquired. While agreeing 
that it would be a useful ame-
nity, O’Hearn said the buildings 
are not designed to accommodate 
childcare requirements, such as a 
ground floor location with direct 
access to a fenced-in play yard 
not adjacent to a parking lot. 
When Mach suggested the use of 
trailers to accommodate childcare 
(eliciting objections from some of 
her colleagues), O’Hearn doubted 
that there was a suitable location 
on the property but agreed to 

look into whether this amenity 
could be provided. 

Later in the meeting, Mayor 
Emmett Jordan asked about using 
vacant parking areas to provide 
space for additional amenities. 
O’Hearn noted that with the trend 
towards decreasing the amount 
of space allocated per employee, 
parking needs are increasing, not 
decreasing. If he took away park-
ing spaces, he would not have 
enough spaces to support his goal 
of decreasing the vacancy rate at 
the office park. 

When asked about provision 
for bicycles, O’Hearn said that 
they cannot allow bicycles in 
the building, although they have 
installed a bicycle rack and will 
look into bike lockers. The el-
evators are too small and bi-
cycles present a potential liability. 
Councilmember Edward Putens 
added that bicycles can present a 
security concern as they cannot 
be scanned. 

Council was very interested in 
O’Hearn’s and Property Manager 
Mike Hueston’s assessment of 
the business environment and 
outlook. O’Hearn’s first response 
was to note his surprise at how 
proactive Greenbelt is for busi-
nesses. Despite his five million 
square foot office portfolio in 
New Jersey, he said he has never 

had a meeting like this meeting 
with council. 

Davis asked for an update on 
the energy efficiency improve-
ments discussed at the last stake-
holder meeting. O’Hearn said 
that they had obtained Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design certification for one of 
their tenant areas. They have also 
obtained Energy Star Certification 
for one building and are close to 
meeting the standard in several 
others. 

Jordan asked O’Hearn for his 
vision of what might happen 
over the next five years, such 
as whether he envisions any up-
grades. O’Hearn said that he had 
no specific answer. His goal is 
to lease more space and to cre-
ate value by adding amenities 
and dressing up the property but 
that they must gauge the market. 
Mack-Cali has looked at various 
things but he could not say what 
they would do. 

Another follow-up involved 
Mack-Cali’s request for a mid-
block sidewalk across Ivy Lane. 
Council had requested a letter 
that does not appear to have 
been sent. Davis urged Hueston 
to send the letter and suggested 
requesting speed humps on either 
side of the crosswalk to increase 
pedestrian safety, as was done at 

the traffic circle at Metro Drive. 
Hueston committed to sending 
such a letter, calling the circle by 
Metro great, as it slowed people 
down, increasing safety. When 
asked about transportation to the 
station, Hueston said that many 
people take The Bus or the Me-
trobus to the station. In response 
to a council question, he said 
that there were no bus shelters in 
this area. 

Also discussed were ways to 
increase cooperation between 
the city and Mack-Cali, such as 
the company participating in the 
city’s quarterly business coffees 
and council participating in the 
omelet breakfasts and Baskin 
Robbins days they host for ten-
ants. The city will also provide 
information on city amenities, 
including the trail from the of-
fice park to the lake park and 
other recreational opportunities 
that may fit into the company’s 
marketing efforts. They may also 
host a get-together between the 
office park and city officials to 
discuss the various city services 
available. 
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Prince George’s County Public 
Schools (PGCPS) explained its 
proposed $2 billion budget for 
Fiscal Year 2017 and answered 
questions about it at a meeting 
held at the Greenbelt Community 
Center on February 4. 

The event was organized by 
the Prince George’s County Ad-
vocates for Better Schools (PG-
CABS), a group of dedicated 
parents and teachers actively 
concerned about local education 
issues. PGCABS had approached 
the PGCPS budget office with the 
idea of creating a public forum 
where community members could 
ask questions. The office agreed 
and saw the event as an opportu-
nity to make the budget process 
more transparent and understand-
able to people.

Before the Q&A session, John 
Pfister, director of budget and 
management services in PGCPS, 
gave an hour-long presentation in 
which he outlined the priorities of 
Kevin M. Maxwell, who is chief 
executive officer of PGCPS.

The Q&A session drew around 
25 people after being rescheduled 
due to the blizzard. Pfister dis-
tributed a handout with answers 
to questions that members of the 
community submitted prior to the 
event. 

The proposed FY17 budget 
is $2.02 billion, which is $182.2 
million more than the FY16 bud-
get. $128 million of that increase 
will come from the county’s 
budget, according to Pfister’s 
presentation.

The increased budget proposes 
funding for the expansion of 
pre-K and the hiring of 16 new 
pre-K teachers. The board is also 
proposing increases of $5.6 mil-
lion for literacy and numeracy 
programs, $4.8 million for profes-
sional development of teachers, 
$1.1 million for parent assistance 
and $2.8 million for reducing 
class sizes in the early grades.

There was a discussion on 
how to measure the outcomes of 
the budget’s proposed initiatives. 
Pfister mentioned that the office 

will be looking into new soft-
ware that can determine which 
programs are delivering the most 
benefits per dollar spent.

There will also be an increase 
in technology expenditures, which 
will ensure that all schools have 
the same resources and capabili-
ties, Pfister said. One of the goals 
is to make all the standardized 
assessment tests computer-based. 
This topic elicited some concerns.

“It’s just a challenge because 
a lot of our kids don’t have a 
computer at home so the school 
system has to teach these kids 
how to use a computer before 
they can take the test,” a member 
of the audience said.

Another component of the new 
budget is a program called Parent 
University, which aims to train 
parents and teach them the skills 
they need in order to support 
their children in the classroom.

Greenbelt’s representative to 
the school board, Lupi Quinteros-
Grady attended the meeting. “We 
know about the need of trying 
to engage our parents, trying to 
inform them and trying to get 
parents to be involved in the pro-
cess and being active with their 
own children,” she said. “The 
Parent University is looking to 
add capacity with that in mind.”

Tommi Makila, PGCABS ad-
vocate and parent of an 8th grad-
er, was one of the organizers of 
the event. He is concerned with 
how the money is being allocated 
and with expensive standardized 
test practices. 

“I would really like to see as 
much money as possible go into 
the schools and the classrooms. If 
I had one priority, it would be to 
try to find ways to reduce what 
we put in central administration,” 
Makila said.

The budget is expected to go 
to the school board for approval 
on February 25. Once approved 
by the Board of Education, the 
budget will be sent to the county 
council.

Gabriela Martinez is a gradu-
ate student in journalism at the 
University of Maryland.

Schools’ Budget Proposal
Questions Are Answered

by Gabriela Martínez

Two Greenbelt Public Works Interns
Excited to Learn Mechanics Trade

by Erin Josephitis

Adrian Santago (left) and Devan 
Marin (right) work on a police 
vehicle.
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Adrian Santago and Devan Martin work 
with tires.
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One goal of the Greenbelt 
Public Works Department is to 
support and maintain all city 
facilities and vehicles. One way 
Public Works strives to achieve 
this goal is by providing career 
training for mechanic interns 
from the Pathways School. This 
year marks the fourth year of the 
intern program. The ongoing re-
lationship between Public Works 
and the school offers valuable 
community services and educa-
tional experiences for the interns. 

Two students, Devan Martin 
and Adrian Santago, are the new-
est mechanic interns at Public 
Works. Both said they desired to 

become mechan-
ics  s ince their 
earliest memories. 
When asked what 
interested them 
a b o u t  b e c o m -
ing a mechanic, 
Sanago recalled 
fond memories of 
working on his 
uncle’s Nissan. 
Mart in  echoed 
a similar desire 
to follow in the 
footsteps of his 
uncle, who is a 
mechanic. The in-
ternship is a natu-
ral stepping stone 
to launch 
their ca-
reers.  

D u r -
ing the first two weeks 
of the internship, the 
two have performed 
hands-on vehicle main-
tenance by balancing 
tires and changing oil 
of police cars and snow 
removal trucks.  They 
also learned how to use 
a new tool, an impact 
wrench. Martin and San-
tago agreed that their fa-
vorite part of the intern-
ship has been the oppor-
tunity to ask questions 
of the knowledgeable 
staff at Public Works. 

The need for mechanics can-
not be understated. Performing 
regular maintenance on vehicles 
increases driving safety, improves 
vehicle performance and reduces 
pollution. In addition, the intern-
ship has provided valuable train-
ing that will positively transfer 
into future careers. This on-the-
job experience also contributes to 
the likelihood of their future suc-
cess by helping develop the so-
cial skills needed to be successful 
in the workplace.  Public Works 
is proud to offer free career train-
ing for qualified participants in-
terested in learning about me-
chanics, geographic information 
systems, zero waste and more.

The American Red Cross has 
an emergency need for blood 
and platelet donors. Severe win-
ter weather since January 1 has 
forced the cancellation of more 
than 300 blood drives across 20 
states, resulting in more than 
9,500 donations uncollected, fur-
ther depleting an already low 
winter supply. Blood donation 
appointments can be quickly and 
easily scheduled by using the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit-
ing redcrossblood.org or calling 
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).

“Blood products are being 
delivered to hospitals as quickly 
as donations are coming in,” 
said Nick Gehrig, communica-
tions director, Red Cross Blood 
Services. “Eligible donors are 
urged to make an appointment 
now to give blood or platelets as 
soon as possible and help ensure 
blood products are available for 
patients.”

The Red Cross must collect 
approximately 14,000 blood and 
platelet donations every day for 

Red Cross Needs Blood and 
Platelet Donations 

the patients at about 2,600 hos-
pitals and transfusion centers 
nationwide. Blood and platelets 
are needed to respond to patient 
emergencies, including accident 
and burn victims, heart surgery 
and organ transplant patients, 
and those receiving treatment for 
leukemia, cancer or sickle cell 
disease. 

A blood donor card or driv-
er’s license or two other forms 
of identification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who are 17 
years of age (16 with parental 
consent in some states), weigh 
at least 110 pounds and are in 
generally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also 
have to meet certain height and 
weight requirements.

For more information, vis-
it redcross.org or Twitter at  
@RedCross.

Call for Veteran Artists
For Upcoming Exhibit

Veteran artists are invited to 
participate in the upcoming The 
Art of Freedom: War, Peace and 
Everything in Between exhibit at 
the Brentwood Arts Exchange.  
Veterans and the military com-
munity should use the creative 
process to promote healing and 
provide insight into understand-
ing the transition from military 
to civilian life.  The call is open 
to all veterans and active duty 
members of all branches of ser-
vice who reside or are deployed 
in Maryland, Washington, D.C. 
and Virginia.  The application 
deadline is February 27.  

Curators for the exhibition 
will select artworks for inclu-
sion based on artistic merit, rel-
evance to the exhibition theme 
and suitability for display in the 
exhibition space. The Sports and 
Learning Center Gallery is a pub-
lic space, open to all audiences 
and welcomes a large number of 
visitors of all ages. 

For additional information, 
contact Phil Davis, Director, 
Brentwood Arts Exchange, 3901 
Rhode Island Avenue, Brentwood, 
MD 20722, or 301-277-2863, 
email phil.davis@pgparks.com.

Botanic Garden Holds
Black History Talk

On Friday, February 12 from 
noon to 1 p.m., the U.S. Botanic 
Garden will host a free lecture, 
A Botanical Walk Through Black 
History, by Kobinah Abdul-Salim, 
Ph.D., Department of Biology, 
Medgar Evers College (City Uni-
versity of New York).

In this presentation, Abdul-
Salim will examine how the his-
tories of the black presence in the 
Western Hemisphere are intimate-
ly linked to the uses and study of 
plants and plant-based resources. 
He will discuss tradition and 
indigenous botanical knowledge 
and its impact in the development 
of commerce and industry and 
move through modern-day bo-
tanical science and conservation.  
Note that pre-registration is re-
quired; visit usbg.gov to register.

Harmony Hall Holds
Black History Program

A multi-media program, Stand-
ing on the Shoulders of Our An-
cestors, will be given on Wednes-
day, February 17 from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. The Nu World Art En-
semble shares the stories and rich 
cultural contributions of Africans 
and African Americans through 
song, dance and theatre. In doing 
so, they convey terrible struggles 
and powerful triumphs throughout 
history. There is a small fee.

This program will be held at 
the Harmony Hall Regional Arts 
Center in Fort Washington. Call 
301-203-6070; TTY 301-699-
2544 for more information.

Brentwood Offers
Valentine Workshop

A free Valentine Shrinky-Dink 
workshop will be offered at the 
Brentwood Arts Center on Sat-
urday, February 13 from 2 to 4 
p.m. The DIY arts and crafts icon 
from the 80s is back, and nothing 
says “love” like a hand-made, 
pre-shrunk Valentine. Families are 
invited to create beautiful jewelry, 
key chains and other Valentine’s 
Day gifts for their loved ones.

Children will receive their 
first two sheets of blank Shrinky-
Dinks free, additional sheets will 
be available for a small fee.

Call 301-277-2863; TTY 301-
699-2544 for more information.

Tour of African 
American Aviators 

An African-American aviators 
tour will be held on Saturday, 
February 13 at 1 p.m. at the Col-
lege Park Aviation Museum. This 
special tour will tell about some 
of Prince George’s County’s Afri-
can Americans in aviation history. 
Learn about pilots who gained 
national and local fame by taking 
to the sky. The tour is free with 
museum admission. Call 301-
864-6029; TTY 301-699-2544 for 
more information.

UMD Holds Free
Kreativity Night

The Kreativity Open Mic 
Night will be held on Friday, 
February 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Cafritz Foundation Theatre of 
The Clarice.

Join the Kreators of  the 
Kreativity Diversity Troupe for 
a free open mic night, full of 
music, dance and spoken word. 
Show up, sign up to perform or 
just take a seat and enjoy the 
show. www.greenbeltnewsreview.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
RATES

CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words.  15¢ for each 
additional word.  Submit ad with payment to the News Review 
office by 8 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop box in the 
Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to 15 Crescent 
Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $9.60 column inch.  Minimum 1.5 inches ($14.40).  
Deadline 4 p.m. Monday for ads that need to be set up, including 
those needing clip art and/or borders. 8 p.m. Tuesday for camera-
ready ads.

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address 
with ad copy.  Ads not considered accepted until published.

Advertisers are encouraged to set up an account with the Green-
belt News Review so that they may be billed monthly. The Credit 
Application can be found at www.greenbeltnewsreview.com. Click 
on Credit Application in the Advertising paragraph. Advertisers 
are encouraged to email their ad requests and questions to ads@
greenbeltnewsreview.com at any time..

JC Landscaping
Beds Trenched and Mulched,
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,

Ornamental shrubs and trees installed, 
Small tree removal.  

Shrubs and small trees trimmed and 
pruned.  New lawn seeding or sod.  

Free Estimates
301-809-0528

 

GREENBELT SERVICE CENTER

Auto Repairs & 
Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians 
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY 
GREENBELT, MD 

301-474-8348

Continental Movers
Free boxes

Local – Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men

301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Sarah V. Liska 
Broker/Owner 
410-549-1800 
301-385-0523 
sarah@freedomrealtymd.com 

www.wislerconstruction.com

Home & Business
Improvements

Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting
Bathrooms-Basements-Kitchens
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors

Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds
Wisler Construction

& Painting Co.
Serving Greenbelt since 1991

301-345-1261
Owner has over 20 years experience

Member of the Better Business Bureau
MHIC40475

 
Richard Cantwell/Broker: 410-790-5099   Frances Fendlay: 240-481-3851 
Mike Cantwell: 240-350-5749    Christina Doss: 410-365-6769 
Michael McAndrew: 240-432-8233    Mark Riley: 301-792-3638 
Mindy Wu:  301-661-5387     OFFICE: 301-441-1071 

7829 BELLE POINT DRIVE, GREENBELT, MD 20770 

OPEN HOUSES: Saturday, 2/13, 12-3pm 
18N RIDGE- 2 Br, 1 bath fully renovated, Great Location! $126,900 

 
 
 
 

BACK ON THE MARKET!!!! 6 EMPIRE PL.- Lakewood Single 
Family-  Home has carport and backs to BEAUTIFUL scenic woods! $350,000 
3F RIDGE- Block Home, 2 Br., 1.5 bath, with a den! $167,000 

8F SOUTHWAY- 2 Br., Updated kitchen and Bath. Short Sale. $104,900 

6H PLATEAU- 2Br, 1 Bath, Frame. Backs to scenic woodlands.  New paint, floors 
and fixtures. Amazing buy at $112,000  
8B PLATEAU- 2 Br, renovated kitchen/bath, open & airy! $128,900 

2Q PLATEAU- Immaculate 3 Bedroom, Gorgeous Bath- UNDER CONTRACT!!! 
 

Are you thinking about selling your home?  
FREE home value analysis- CALL TODAY! 

 

♥Spoil Her Silly♥
With a Mary Kay Skin 

Care Set

Plus Free Facial and 
more!

Let’s chat @ the New 
Deal Café

♥♥♥
MaryKay.com/Sekayi  

LEGAL NOTICE

Esther Enow Likuka, please call your 
husband, Edmond Labule, at 240-486-
1163.  This is to process a divorce.

MERCHANDISE

TRYING TO QUIT SMOKING? 
Premium E-liquids, popular brands 
nicotine strengths 20-0%, 25% off retail 
prices.  Buy 3 get 1 free.  301-459-5624.

FOR SALE: DeLonghi Digital Gas 
Filled Electric Heater.  Never used. $40 
cash.  301-474-2092.

FOR SALE – Stair Climber, (Like 
New) Fits Most Greenbelt Homes 
$3,000.  434-473-5716.

FOR SALE – Dining set. Solid wood, 
Six chairs, Round table (48″ diameter) 
extends to 72″ oval.  $350.  443-975-
9234.  

STAIR LIFTS – Never Walk up Steps 
Again!  Buy new or pre-owned stair 
lifts.  Lowest prices guaranteed 301-
448-5254.  

AUTOMOTIVE

2004 HONDA CIVIC Hybrid, 4-dr. 
white, 99K $3,750, 301-220-0501

2012 TOYOTA COROLLA, 4 dr. Dk 
gray, 46k, Sirius XM, $9,900 in GHI 
area 202-431-3391

REAL ESTATE RENTAL

COMMERCIAL BASEMENT for 
lease in Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt.  
Good for offices, meeting room, events. 
301-755-7555.

SERVICES

COMPUTERS – Systems installation, 
troubleshooting, network, wireless 
computer design and upgrades, anti-
virus, anti-spam, firewall, etc.  240-
601-4163.

LEW’S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY – 
Free estimates, fabric samples, local 
business for over 30 years.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

PATTI’S PETSITTING – Petsitting by 
a Professional Animal Care Specialist.  
All types of animals!  Insured!  Very 
reasonable rates!  References available.  
Call Patti Stange at 301-910-0050.

JACKIE’S CLEANING – No job too 
big or small.  Estimates, 301-731-0115.

HOUSECLEANING – Over 20 years 
in Greenbelt area!  Weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly or one time cleaning offered.  
Local references and free estimates 
available.  Debbie, 301-459-5239.

INFANT CARE SPECIALIST – Li-
censed available full time or part 
time, 6 a.m. – midnight, seven days a 
week. – Call Angela, 301-807-0513, 
in Greenbelt.

MISSY’S DECORATING – Serving 
Greenbelt for over 30 years.  Interior 
painting, wall papering.  Free estimates.  
MHIC #26409.  Insured.  Call Missy, 
301-345-7273.

HAULING & JUNK REMOVAL – 
Complete clean out, garages, houses, 
construction debris, etc.  Licensed & 
insured – free estimates.  Accept credit 
cards.  Mike Smith, 301-346-0840.

TRANSFER mini-DV’s, VHS tapes, 
slides, photos, movie film to DVDs, 
records and cassettes to CDs.  301-
474-6748.

BUYING JUNK from basements, 
garages, attics, self-storage.  Robert, 
240-515-4700

PLEASANT TOUCH BY GWEN – For 
facials, waxing and massage.  301-
345-1849.

KELLAHER MAINTENANCE ENGI-
NEERING, LLC: Plumbing, electrical, 
painting, drywall, landscape design, 
bucket truck services, stump grinding, 
pruning trees & removal, pole lighting, 
sign maintenance. Mulch & top soil 
delivery, snow removal; sidewalks & 
driveways. Dkellaher@hotmail.com.  
301-318-5472.  Licensed & insured.  
Visa, Mastercard, Discover.

G U T T E R S  A N D  D O W N -
SPOUTS CLEANED.  Free esti-
mate.   Paul ,  301-474-6708 or  
pauldowns12@yahoo.com.

PIANO LESSONS – In your home (Old 
Greenbelt or Berwyn Heights).  Former 
PGCPS teacher; experienced private 
instructor.  Students with special needs 
welcome.  Ms. Liz 240-601-2825.

QUE’S HANDYMAN SERVICES – is 
back, A/C heating, plumbing, electri-
cal, drywall, odd jobs etc.: H.V.A.C 
Certified (24 hr. maintenance on Call 
Services) Ph: 240-424-4284.  

HANDY MAN – Yard work, snow 
shoveling, even house cleaning.  Call 
John at 240-605-0985.  

PLACE 
YOUR AD 

HERE
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RICHARD K. GEHRING, HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST IN REMODELING & REPAIRS

CARPENTRY – DRYWALL – PAINTING
KITCHENS – BATHROOMS

SIDING – WINDOWS – DOORS – DECKS
LICENSED – INSURED – LEAD PAINT CERTIFIED

MHIC #84145
PHONE 301-441-1246

Law Offices of David R. Cross
Located in Roosevelt Center

115 Centerway
301-474-5705

Family Law
Personal Injury
Traffic/Criminal

GHI Settlements
Real Property Settlements
Wills and Estates

Over 30 Years of Legal Experience

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A.S.E.

A complete service facility equipped to 
perform all service requirements that your 
manufacturer recommends to comply with 
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs!  Also, 
routine repairs that keep your vehicles 
operating safely and reliably.

Master Certified Technicians

• Now Offering! •
Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage

A.S.E. Certified Technicians, 
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

 Traditional Funerals 
 Life Celebrations 
 Memorial Services 
 Simple Cremations

4739 Baltimore Avenue  Hyattsville, MD 20781 

 

Serving Families in the Greenbelt Area ... 
… Since 1858 

301-927-6100 
www.gaschs.com 

 Pet Cremations             
 Caskets, Vaults, Urns 
 Monuments & Markers 
 Flowers

REMENICK’S Improvements
Call us for all your home improvements

	 • Painting		    • Ramps
	 • Windows & Doors	   • Decks
	 • Sheds		    • Power Washing

MHIC 12842
301-441-8699






















  
      
     


      
     

     



      

    

    
      

















     
      


 


 
     
 

     
      
   

 
     
       


       
   


     


   
     
     

   



     
     
 

 
   
     

       
     
    

  
     
   


     
  
      
     



   

    



 

















 Being a Member Means Being a Member-Owner 
Greenbelt FCU is a cooperative financial institution 

 
 Owned and operated by our members.  

 
 We are your Community Credit Union.  

 
 So take advantage of everything we offer: Low 

loan rates, low rate VISA credit card, free ATM, 
bank online, bill pay, and more.   
 

 Remember, once you are a member your entire                         
family is eligible to join. 

     
    GREENBELT FEDERAL CREDIT UNION   

112 Centerway, Roosevelt Center, Greenbelt, MD  20770  
                                            301-474-5900 

Community Credit Union since 1937 
 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  www.greenbeltfcu.com 
 

Watch our website for 
the next Shredding Day. 

 

                                                  
 

Paraolympian Navin Kumar (right) played Leonard Willis 
at the Beltway Plaza Ping Pong Tournament on February 
6.  Kumar has Parkinson’s disease, as well as a mechani-
cal heart and pacemaker. This was the second Ping Pong 
Challenge and it raised money for The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson Research.
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The Bus
Seniors and Customers with 

Disabilities RIDE FREE

�e Gazette
Gazette-Star

Bestof
2013

Prince George’s

SEVERNA PARK VOICE

www.McCarlDental.com Drs. Dianna Lee, Clayton McCarl, Jay McCarl and David McCarl are licensed general dentists.

Greenbelt 301.474.4144 | Shipley’s Choice Medical Park 410.987.8800

$55 EMERGENCY DENTAL  EXAM
INCLUDES NECESSARY X-RAYS

Emergency Dental Care You Can Trust

L♥VE N♥TES

Winter brings snow;| 
Valentine’s Day Snowdrops. 
Two small white blooms 
Nestled under my tree. 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Maggie 
Eleven years in Greenbelt  
And twenty-two years together  
Your blue eyes are still beautiful  
And I love you more than ever 
--Hubs

To Sylvia: 
Your insights amaze me, 
Your love thrills me 
And your caring comforts me. 
Love and Respect 
--Robert

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
To My Fellow Traveler 
I’d like to toast with some pálinka 
A lot of which we recently did drinka, 
To let you know how much you mean 
to me, 
Whether we are here or oversea. 
Szeretlek 
Your Adventurous Buddy 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Love to my tabby and tuxedo girls, 
Miss Kitty and Sage.  You light up 
my life. 
♥ Mommy 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Thank you Lauren, Howard, Keith 
and Celia for all you do for the shelter 
animals.   
♥Liz, Sage and Miss Kitty 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
We love our Grand-Mommy and 
Grand-Daddy.   
♥ Sage and Miss Kitty. 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Lauren, Keith, Howard and PJ, 
Are my favorite pals 
They play with me and clean my cage 
Giving me clean towels 
They give me baths, though not much 
fun 
And ordered me a cart 
So I can play and run 
I thank you from my heart. 
♥ Fiona the Kitten 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

Happy Flyers Valentine’s Day Vasek! 
Like a circle round the sun 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Happy Valentine’s Eva! 
Hugs and Kisses my Bug 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Happy Valentine’s Vit! 
Hugs and Kisses my Bug 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

To Rena 
How do I love thee?  Let me count 
the ways. 
Alack, I can’t do it. 
There’re not enough days! 
--Larry

You carried us all in your tummy; 
Your bread and your fruitcake are 
yummy. 
Now it’s Valentine’s Day 
And we’ve chipped in to say, 
“Hugs and kisses to our lovely 
mummy!” 
Love, Genevieve, Rosemary, Aman-
da, Johnny and Martha

To Marjorie (from Jim) 
Daughter, niece, sister, wife, mother, 
caregiver and grandmother; 
Student, teacher, artist, poet, author, 
editor, proofreader, pianist, drummer, 
provider of transportation and child-
care, companion and friend; 
Yoga-er; dancer, dramatist, Scrab-
bler, swimmer walker, gardener and 
attender at silent retreats; 
Advocate for justice, environmental-
ist, recycler, composter, foe of inva-
sive species and picker-upper of litter; 
Pray-er, Senior Center director, 
Senior Bible study facilitator, deacon 
and worshiper; 
Lover of sunrises, sunsets, lunar ap-
pearances and chocolate; 
Space does not allow me to count all 
the ways you are loved by me and by 
many others. 
--Jim.

Oh little boy blue in Henderson, NV 
will you be my valentine ♥ Today is 
your baptism.   
 
 
 
 
 
You had a rough time and showed up 
early, but you are gaining weight and 
growing long.  PRAISE GOD!

Bruno you are my valentine.  Thank 
you for being my constant companion 
even when I don’t take you for walks 
 
 
 

News Review staff, my friend, fellow 
volunteers:  really fun people to work 
with – is it work when you volunteer  
 
 

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
♥To Robert♥ 
Another year, another chance to say 
How much I love you on this Valen-
tine’s Day. 
You are there to join my laughter, 
You are there to share my pain. 
So whatever may come after, 
I’ll keep singing this refrain 
I love you 
♥Sylvia♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
NBS 
No one could be 
As amazing as you are 
Nugget of sunshine 
Caught from a star 
You make me feel loved 
HHS

Chiyo 
Being with you has shown me 2 
hearts and heads are better than one.  
I love you.  Happy V-Day! 
---John 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

60J 
It’s been three years and we are still 
talking on the telephone. 
Wondering how soon we’ll be getting 
home. 
Who’d a thought it could have started 
so innocently 
When you moved over at the New 
Deal just to make a little room for me. 
7J

I love all kinds of oak trees (e.g. wil-
low, burr, blackjack, etc.), 
But my favorite oak in the forest is 
not a tree 
Let’s go on adventures together, 
When your opera director and hur-
ricanes allow it.

WE LOVE YOU 
Stef, Elaine and Patti too 
Playing in snow with you was such 
fun 
While Momma left us to seek the sun 
Stef said “tootsie rolls and lemonade” 
around 
Although we couldn’t find the ground 
Thanks Stef, for shoveling a run for 
us 
We love the snow, so what’s the  
Wrestling and rolling and running and 
jumping 
Then drying and warming and hug-
ging us 
Now that’s something!! 
Visit us often; we love you lots 
Luckyone, Luckytoo and Roxy

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
Valentines Day is here again so, 
I want Shobha and all Greenbelt to 
know, 
I love her so much; she’s always 
aglow, 
We’re forty years married and con-
tinue to grow. 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

My sweetheart, my friend, the love of 
my life 
One day we will be husband and wife. 
Now that you are blessed with your 
great job at Boeing 
On vacation to the islands we will 
soon be going 
I may have a few notions as I mas-
sage you with lotions 
Experiencing many emotions as we 
feel the breeze of the oceans 
We will hold and love each as the day 
is done 
Remembering our day of fun in the 
sun! 
I love you Lisa – your Thomas 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
As we make our way through the 
government account jungle, 
We never want to stray, fail or bungle 
We are guided through this exciting 
safari 
By our fearless leader Linda Hamafari 
Fulfilling our duties, we are the beast 
Of the great GCO Northeast! 
Together we spend many of our days 
Looking at request and figuring out 
ways, 
We know that experience and deter-
mination pays 
You just can’t stop Team Hayes! 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

I am blessed to have a wonderful 
family, 
Loving, supporting and helping hap-
pily 
My Dad is our guardian angel above, 
Watching over and protecting us with 
his love! 
This year it was great to see 
Kristel getting her degree from 
UMBC. 
We do miss my great son Will, 
Living and working in Portland still. 
When the gang’s all together 
We are like birds of a feather 
And everyone know there is no other 
Person you’ll meet as sweet as my 
mother 
Love you All, 
Tom

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
James, you are special.. a real keeper! 
I love you and wish you a very Happy 
Valentine’s Day.  Truly now and 
always my love.  Suzette.

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
The Roosevelt Democratic Club 
would LOVE 
Gov. Hogan to fully fund education! 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
The Roosevelt Democratic Club 
LOVES 
Senator Barbara Mikulski! 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
The Roosevelt Democratic Club 
LOVES 
Equal Pay for Equal Work! 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥ 
The Roosevelt Democratic Club 
LOVES 
Equal justice for all! 
♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥♥

Tom and Jean, I miss you so 
So sorry you made the choice to go 
Good neighbors are so hard to find 
Mine are great:  good luck is mine 
If you will visit, arrange a plan 
The neighbors miss you because 
“you’re the man” 
Jb Unit C

Dora helped Daddy shovel, 
Kathy flagged down the backhoe. 
Twenty becomes a neighborly court 
When it commences to snow.

To my Zumba Girl: 
Even more than my Cheerios – 
You know – 
Plain with a few Honey Nuts 
Sprinkled on top. 
It’s thinking about you that gets 
Me up in the morning. 
I could live without my Cheerios, 
But I can’t even imagine 
Living without you. 
All my love, 
--Bicycle Boy

Mi Querida Anita: 
El calor de tu sonrisa alimenta mi 
alma. 
Y la luz de tus ojos me guía por la 
vida 
Cuando pienso de ti y de nosotros 
juntos, 
Siento un explosión de energía y 
felicidad. 
Haces el todo posible. 
Eres mi primer y único amor. 
--Marcos

Dear Bill 
June 1972 we met, August 1975 we 
married, July 1979 we had our 1st 
son, September 1981, 2nd son born.  
Now we have 4 delightful grandsons 
and you’re still the one! 
Love, Shobha.

Thanks for the best Candeys in the 
world.

Love Song to a Newspaper
by G. N. R. Prufrock

Our Greenbelt is a city
Of friendship and renown
A New Deal project, eke it was
A groovy little town.

A paper, sirs, a rag of sorts
Mote surely be of note.
So on the little mimeograph
Our early townsfolk wrote 

And through the years, through thick 
and thin
The paper got sent out
Some thought it was a miracle!
But the others rushed about

On backs of motorbikes it went
While Murphy did his worst
Trails of typos.  Punkchewation.
Sometimes we was cursed!

But add it up and you will see
That this paper is a blessing
How else to know the when and 
where 
That we should go confessing?

Without the paper we’d not know
The threat of English ivy
Nor take our polystyrene down
To put in the recycl’ry. 

The FBI could build HQ
And if the paper’s not our eyes
Ten thousand feds with pointy heads
Would suddenly say SURPRISE!

Thanks Mary Lou and all the crew
For all the hours you’ve in ‘er
We love you as you wrap it up
On Tuesdays after dinner.

With apologies to William Cowper

Happy
Valentine's Day to 

All
From the Staff at 

the
Greenbelt News 

Review


