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First of Three Public Hearings
Held on Voting System Reform

by Thomas X. White

The first of three scheduled
public hearings on proposed
changes to the city’s process for
the election of councilmembers
was held on Saturday, February
7 in the multi-purpose room of
the Greenbelt Community Cen-
ter. About 30 or more Greenbelt
residents attended, as well as
all members of council, the city
manager and the assistant city
manager.

Also participating in the hear-
ing were the city’s legal counsel
Robert Manzi and another at-
torney Stephen Silvestri of the
Miles & Stockbridge law firm.
This firm had been retained by
the city specifically for the voting
reform issues that have been on
the council agenda since February
2008. Those wishing to speak at
the hearing were required to sign
a speakers’ list available at the
meeting room entrance.

Mayor Judith Davis, who
opened the hearing at approxi-
mately 10:10 a.m., provided a
brief background statement, listed
the ground rules to be followed
and, because there was a later
event planned for the meeting
room, indicated that time allotted
for the speakers might have to
be limited to end the hearing by

noon. With only 12 persons opt-
ing to address council, that turned
out not to be a problem.

Other than the Statement on
Voting System Reform that had
been issued on January 26, the
only handout available at the
hearing was a city analysis of
registered voter turnout percent-
ages by precinct for the last four
council elections (2001 through
2007) and the voter turnout for
those same precincts for the
2002 state, 2004 presidential and
the 2008 presidential primary
elections. That analysis clearly
showed a significant dispari-
ty between the low (2.0-3.8%)
range of turnouts for the four city
council races in Springhill Lake
precinct 8 contrasted with larger
ranges (27-59.1%) for the three
state and/or federal elections at
that same precinct.

The Greenbriar (precinct 13)
analysis showed larger turn-outs
but still quite low for the council
elections with percentage ranges
of 12-17.1 percent compared with
47-71 percent for the state and
federal elections at that precinct.

Percentage rates for turnout in
the two center city precincts, 3
and 6, were also eclipsed by the
state and federal results, although

their ranges of 28-35.3 percent
were more in line with the num-
bers achieved by precincts 8 and
13 in the compared state and
federal elections. In all elections
since 2001, Springhill Lake pre-
cinct 8 percentages were always
the lowest.
Summary of Issues

Following her brief opening
statement, Davis introduced Syl-
vestri to provide a summary of
the issues faced by council and
the analysis that has been under-
taken over the past year by coun-
cil, himself and Manzi, as well
as by an expert in elections and
voter pattern analysis that had
been engaged by his firm.

While he would not identify
the expert, Sylvestri character-
ized the expert’s background as
being a professor of political sci-
ence, one who was familiar with
a broad range of voting systems
and who has a balanced view,
representing both sides of the is-
sue in legal cases.

Sylvestri stressed that that
balance was important to the
city in this instance and that the
letter council had received from
the National Association for the

See HEARING, page 6

Council Meets Empirian Village
Officials in Stakeholder Forum

by James Giese

After several aborted attempts,
the Greenbelt City Council met
with management representa-
tives of the Empirian Village
Apartment Homes on February
4. Representing the new own-
ers of the former Springhill Lake
apartment complex were Sharon
Thames, vice president of op-
erations and general manager;
Sandra Christian, director of op-
erations; and Don Allen, director
of service operations together
with Michael Arrington of Capital
Legislative Solutions, LLC.

During this council stakeholder
meeting with a major property
owner within Greenbelt, discus-
sions ranged from what has been
done to correct problems of the
past to plans for the future and
ways that the city and Empirian
might work together. Time was
also allowed for approximately
15 residents present to raise ques-
tions and express concerns. All
city council members attended, as
well as city staff members.

Mayor Judith Davis began the
discussion by asking what was
being done to fix up deficiencies
that the company had inherited
from the former owners, AIM-
CO. Thames responded that they
have been working hard to make
things better. She noted that

Allen, responsible for building
maintenance, has over 15 years
experience.

In July when Empirian became
the owner, there were over 1,000
violations, she said. That number
was now down to seven for the
2,900 unit apartment complex. A
resident counselor has been em-
ployed, she said, to help make it
possible for residents who have
difficulty in obtaining credit to
reside there.

Allen noted that he is at the
project every day overseeing
operations, whereas his predeces-
sor was there only three days a
week.

Infrastructure

Looking down the road, man-
agement plans to improve the
infrastructure by upgrading the
heating, ventilating and air con-
ditioning (HVAC) systems. This
will enable residents to set their
own thermostats for heating and
cooling and not be subject to
freezing or roasting on those
days before and after each semi-
annual conversion from heat to
AC. Since every unit will be
sub-metered as well, residents
will then have to pay their own
electric bills.

Resident Center
The company also plans to

create a resident center with a
centralized laundry facility, a Wi-
fi cafe and an exercise facility.
Other plans are to upgrade the
building exteriors and paint the
hallways to “give the building a
21st century look,” according to
Thames.

Councilmember Rodney Rob-
erts urged management instead
to install washer/dryers in each
unit; something he felt would be
a major improvement.

Allen said the existing plumb-
ing system could not handle the
load of multiple washers going at
the same time.

By relocating the laundry fa-
cilities to a central point, the only
access to buildings would be to
the individual apartments. There
would no longer be any common
facilities in buildings as resident
storage spaces had also been
eliminated at the request of the
fire marshal.

Davis noted that residents had
expressed concern about their
security because of the laundry
rooms. However, one resident
was concerned that a centralized
facility would make it easier to
spread any bed bug infestation.

Jim Sterling, the city’s assistant

See FORUM, page 4

City’s FY09 on Solid Footing,
Challenges for Coming Years

by Megan Gustafson

The budget for Fiscal Year
2010 is expected to present some
challenges for the City of Green-
belt as the economic crisis trick-
les down from national, state
and county government, accord-
ing to City Manager Michael
McLaughlin’s presentation to the
City Council on Monday.

Midway through Fiscal Year
2009, the city is on “solid foot-
ing,” McLaughlin said.

As a whole, he said, the cities
and towns of Maryland have felt
less of an impact from the eco-
nomic turmoil thus far than other
hard-hit state and county govern-
ments, which he attributed in part
to a reliance on strong property
tax revenues.

This fiscal year “started posi-
tively,” McLaughlin reported,
but is starting to show some
weaknesses, in the form of a
$400,000 commercial property
tax abatement, less than expected
proceeds from income tax and the
combination effect of reduced gas
tax and gasoline usage.

The city compensated for this

by not filling several positions
and looking for other places to
save money, he said, and as a
result, the city is expected to end
FYO09 either on budget or having
to take only a limited amount
from the fund balance.

The good news for the upcom-
ing FY10 budget is that property
assessments continue to be strong,
McLaughlin said.

However, Greenbelt is on
schedule to be reassessed this
year — at or near the low point
of the real estate market — and
those results will set the assessed
value for the next three fiscal
years, (beginning with Fiscal Year
2011) which could present “real
fiscal constraints for the coming
years,” he said.

And there is more budget-
ary bad news, McLaughlin re-
ported: Any existing budget
weaknesses are expected to
continue, and state and county
governments are expected to
pass along their economic pain

See BUDGET, page 8

Stimulus Bill Amendment
Could Cut City Projects

Air at the Greenbelt City
Council meeting Monday, Febru-
ary 9 was suffused with the cur-
rent economic climate. Though
council approved a number of
staff recommendations, the sub-
stantial part of the meeting cen-
tered around City Manager Mi-
chael McLaughlin’s briefing on
the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget (see
separate story). Concerns about a
proposed amendment to the fed-
eral stimulus package legislation,
state legislation and purchasing
new furniture for the new Public
Works facility were also on the
council agenda.

Stimulus Package

In two added agenda items
council addressed the proposed
federal stimulus package making
its way through Congress.

Councilmember Leta Mach
was concerned that Oklahoma
Senator Tom Coburn’s amend-
ment to the package prohibiting
money to be spent “on casinos,
zoos, golf courses, swimming
pools, parks, museums, theaters
or highway beautification proj-

ects” would eliminate three of
Greenbelt’s six “shovel ready”
projects, including renovations
of the Old Greenbelt Theatre.
“The first stimulus package built
it, with the WPA,” Mach said.
“And it is ironic that the second
won’t renovate it.”

Council unanimously voted
to send a letter stressing this
concern with Coburn’s proposed
amendment, while agreeing that it
is important to stress that council
does not support spending stimu-
lus money on gambling.

Also addressing the federal
recovery plan, Councilmember
Rodney Roberts proposed that
council urge Maryland’s mem-
bers of Congress to think more
strategically about the second half
of the stimulus package so that
it’s not “just about how quick
we can build the ICC.” Council
unanimously assented to such a
letter as well.

Council also voted to support
several bills in the state House

See STIMULUS, page 2

What Goes On

Monday, February 16 — City and Greenbelt Homes Offices
Closed in Observance of the President’s Day Holiday.

Wednesday, February 18

7:30 p.m., Advisory Planning Board Meeting, Community Cen-
ter Room 114. (Discussion of Citywide Pedestrian and Bicycle

Plan)

7:30 p.m., Park and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting, Com-

munity Center

8 p.m., Council Worksession with GATE, Community Center,

GATE Studio



Page 2

GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

Thursday, February 12, 2009

Letters to the Editor

City Projects Should Stress Energy Crisis

I’'m a Greenbelt (GHI) resi-
dent and I read the Greenbelt
News Review’s cover article
titled “Rep. Steny Hoyer Meets
Mayors to Discuss Funding
Local Projects” (Feb. 5, 2009,
issue). Page 6 of the paper
contains a list of the Greenbelt
projects submitted to the state
for funding consideration using
the stimulus package money.
I’m surprised and disappointed
to see that no energy-related
projects are included.

Given the serious challenges
confronted by every person in
Greenbelt on rising energy costs,
Obama’s aggressive goals to
weatherize all federal buildings
and one million homes a year
and to double renewable energy
generation in three years and
Maryland’s plan of reducing
energy consumption by 15 per-
cent by 2015, I believe the city
government should put energy
reform as the top priority of
funding requests.

To keep in line with federal
and state initiatives, the city gov-
ernment can create jobs by:

* undertaking weatherization
projects for public buildings

* offering assistance (both
technical and financial) to resi-
dents to add additional insula-
tion and acquire energy-efficient
windows and appliances

* lowering the city carbon
footprint by using renewable
energy generated locally (wind/
solar/geothermal)

* educating residents about
alternative energy equipment
such as wood/pellet/corn burning
stoves, geothermal pumps, solar
panels, wind turbines

* establishing an installa-
tion and maintenance program
for alternative heating/cooling
equipment such as firewood/pel-
let delivery, building a corn silo,
regular maintenance and inspec-
tion of geothermal pumps/solar
panels/wind turbines.

Since the federal and state
governments are both planning
to invest in energy solutions, the
city government can potentially
receive free help. Some of the
above ideas can create long-term
jobs (such as the maintenance
program), rather than contract
projects listed in the newspaper
that are both short-term and con-
tract-based.

The energy problem we face
today is not only of historic
proportions but at a critical stage
where if we don’t act on it now
to lessen and slow down the
problem, the damage and de-

OLD GREENBELT
THEATRE

WEEK OF Feb. 13

The Reader
(R)
Friday
*5, 7:35, 9:55
Saturday
*2:30, *5, 7:35, 9:55
Sunday and Monday
*2:30, *5, 7:35
Tuesday-Thursday
*5,7:30

*These shows at $6.00
301-474-9744 » 301-474-9745
129 Centerway
www.pandgtheatres.com

struction already committed may
have serious and irreversible
effects for many generations to
come.

The benefits of finding solu-
tions for the energy crisis can
be immediate as well as long
lasting:

* lowering of energy bills for
residents and city government

* lowering carbon footprint of
the Greenbelt area

* lowering energy consump-
tion and alleviating pollution
caused by coal-burning plants to
generate the needed energy

* investing and building re-
lationships with local companies
that offer alternative energy

* doing our part to slow
down the manmade effect on
climate change.

The energy problem in my
mind definitely takes higher pri-
ority and has a broader impact
than some projects listed for
funding consideration and I cer-
tainly hope that the city govern-
ment will take some steps to
address this serious issue.

Lei Zong

BUDGET

continued from page 1

with local governments.

To prepare for this, McLaugh-
lin said he’s directed the city’s
departments to draft their bud-
gets to provide for existing ser-
vices. And, the FY 2010 budget
is going to be used to prepare
for upcoming years in looking
for savings and reducing costs,
he said.

Expressing cautious optimism,
McLaughlin said the silver lin-
ing amid the difficult economic
news is that, “we’ve been here
before,” adding that, “clearly, it
will be hard work but I think we
know how to do it.”

Mayor Judith Davis echoed
the sentiment at the end of the
briefing and said “all have to be
very aware of the situation and
not ask for a rainbow of services
when this is just not the time to
do this.”

STIMULUS

continued from page 1

and Senate including House Bill
130 which addresses the removal
of illegal highway signs; House
Bill 248 which would establish
a “task force to study required
deposits on returnable beverage
containers in the state” and Sen-
ate Bill 277 which would allow
“statewide authorization of speed
cameras.” Mayor Judith Davis
stressed that this last bill would
allow municipalities to collect
fees from the use of speed cam-
eras.
Office Furniture

Council also voted to approve
a number of staff recommenda-
tions. The $30,000 for the pur-
chase of office furniture for the
new Public Works facility was
the only recommendation that
met some resistance.

The discussion centered on a
sample of the particle board that
was passed around for council’s
approval. Both Councilmembers
Edward Putens and Rodney Rob-
erts disapproved of particle board,
citing both its poor quality and
the environmental drawbacks of
the glue involved in the process.
“It’s junk,” Roberts said.

“Once you spill coffee on it,”
Putens said, “it’s done. Next
time you come in you see the
crumbs from the side of your
desk lying all over the floor.”

Council agreed to purchase
the stronger metal-sided desks
for supervisors as well as other
furniture. Public Works agreed
to look for high-quality materi-
als at a comparable price for the
administrative desks.

Valentine Concert
At Publick Playhouse

Celebrate romance at
“Around the World
with Love,” a Val-
entine concert at the
Publick Playhouse
on Saturday, Febru-
ary 14 at 8 p.m. by the
Prince George’s Choral Society.
The program features songs from
favorite Broadway shows and will
be followed by a reception with
the chorus and decadent desserts.

The Publick Playhouse is lo-
cated at 5445 Landover Road in
Cheverly.

Greenbelt Post 136
Featuring

Charles 'Big Daddy" Stallings

Who is he? He knows the essence of the Blues.
Born in Columl)ia, S.C. and raised on a farm in
Hobbsville, N.C. with ten brothers and sisters he
lived the Blues every dag. Music became his
escape and the first song he learned to play was
“Big Boss Man” ]DLJ J immy Reed. After migrating
to Baltimore, Md. “Big Daddy " continued to
clevelop as a musician per{orming in local RG"B
and Jazz bands all the while dreaming of
recorcling his own Blues project.

Saturday — February 28
starting at 9:00 p.m.

no coverx

Greenbelt Post 1350
6900 Greenbelt Rd.
Greenbelt, MD 20770

Grin Belt

AGNES CONATY ©2009

"I'm gonna miss those peanut butter treats
this Valentine's Day."

Greenbelt Nursery School

Open House
Registration for Fall 2009
Saturday, February 21, 10 am - 1 pm
Classes for children ages 2, 3, and 4
Two, three, and five days a week.

Low child to staff ratio.
Full day educational programs available.

Greenbelt Community Center + 15 Crescent Road
301-474-5570 - www.greenbeltnurseryschool.org

mﬂtccredﬁed by NAEYC's National Academy of Early Childhood Programs
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Greenbelt
News Review

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

15 Crescent Road, Suite 100, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-1887
301-474-4131 « FAX 301-474-5880
email: newsreview@greenbelt.com
website: www.greenbeltnewsreview.com

Alfred M. Skolnik, President, 1959-1977
Elaine Skolnik, President, 1977-1985
President Emeritus, 1985-

Editor: Mary Lou Williamson 301-441-2662
Assistant Editor: Barbara Likowski 301-474-8483
News Editor: Elaine Skolnik 301-598-1805
Assistant to the Editor: Eileen Farnham 301-513-0482

STAFF

Jackie Bealle, Virginia Beauchamp, Judy Bell, Rebecca Boggs, Judi Bordeaux, Jessi Britton, Sharon
Carroll, Paula Clinedinst, Agnes Conaty, Bill Cornett, Cynthia Cummings, Peter Curtis, Patricia
Davis, Rachael DeNale, Carol Drees, Elizabeth Eny, Robin Everly, Joan Falcdo, Chris Farago, Eli
Flam, Kathleen Gallagher, Anne Gardner, Jon Gardner, Denise George, Bernina McGee Giese,
James Giese, Marjorie Gray, Carol Griffith, Megan Gustafson, Pat Hand, Stacy Hardy, Shirl Hayes,
Solange Hess, Barbara Hopkins, Larry Hull, Anke Bettina Irgang, Kathie Jarva, Elizabeth Jay,
David Johnson, Cathy Jones, Ginny Jones, Sharon Kenworthy, Christian Kloc, Vicki Kriz, Suzanne
Krofchik, Meta Lagerwerff, Sandra Lange, Jane Larrick, Susan Lesser, Eugenia Macarthy, Kathleen
McFarland, Emma Mendoza, Mary Moien, Marat Moore, Diane Oberg, Linda Paul, Leonie Penney,
Ann-Marie Saucier, Jon Sham, Linda Siadys, Brian St. George, Helen Sydavar, Nancy Tolzman,
Heba Toulan, Joanne Tucker, Jean Turkiewicz, Thomas X. White, Marie Wong, Kellie Woodhouse,
Bay Woods and Dea Zugby.

CIRCULATION

Core of Greenbelt: lan Tuckman 301-459-5624

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Eileen Farnham, president; Thomas X. White, vice president; Judy Bell, treasurer; James Giese, secretary;
Patricia Davis; Diane Oberg; and Helen Sydavar

DEADLINES: Letters, Articles and ads—10 p.m. Tuesday. Materials for publication may
be mailed to address above, deposited in our box in the Co-op grocery store (by 7 p.m.
Tuesday) or brought to our office in the Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, during
office hours. Mail subscriptions—$35/year.

Greenbelt Community Center at 15 Crescent Rd.
OFFICE HOURS: Monday 2 - 4 p.m., Tuesday 2 - 4, 8 - 10 p.m.
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PHOTO BY JON GARDNER

Louisa Ellison, age 6, of Univer-
sity Park, sings at the January
18 kid’s open microphone ses-
sion at the New Deal Café.

Open Microphone

For Kids at Café

There will be a Kids” Open
Microphone session at the New
Deal Café on Sunday, February
15 from 1 to 3 p.m.

Children aged 17 and under
are encouraged to perform for up
to five minutes playing a musical
instrument, singing, dancing or
reciting a poem.

For more information call
Anne Gardner at 301-220-1721
or email annegrdnr@yahoo.com.

GHI Notes

Scheduled Meetings:

Monday, February 16, Office
Closed for Presidents Day

Wednesday, February 18,
6:45 p.m., Investment Committee
Meeting — Board Room

7 p.m., Woodlands Committee
Meeting — GHI Lobby

7:30 p.m., Finance Committee
Meeting — Board Room

Friday, February 20, Office
Closed

Monday, February 23, 6:45
p.m., Communication Committee
Meeting — GHI Lobby

7:15 p.m., Pre-purchase Orien-
tation — Board Room

Wednesday, February 25, 7
p.m., Buildings Committee Meet-
ing — Board Room

7:30 p.m., Companion Animal
Committee — GHI Lobby

Thursday, February 26, 7:30
p-m., Board Meeting — Board
Room

Committee and board meetings
are open; members are encour-
aged to attend.

GMS Science
Projects Displayed

Parents are invited to admire
the Greenbelt Middle School sci-
ence projects. Greenbelt Middle
School has been chosen to par-
ticipate in this year’s Science
Bowl. The science projects will
be displayed on February 20 from
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the school.

More Community Eventy

cowv be found, ovw
pages 2, 5 and 10.

Community Events

February Café Art
Reception Feb. 15

The New Deal Café will host
an art reception Sunday, Febru-
ary 15 from 7 to 9 p.m. for the
two shows hanging in the café.
All are welcome to come to the
free reception to view the shows,
meet the artists and enjoy hors
d’oeuvres and music.

People have enjoyed the art
displayed in the front room of
the café by Bright Side Pictures.
The works are by artists Gary
Jimerfield, Rob Grant and Scott
Grant. The reception will be an
opportunity to meet them and
hear their process of creation, the
future of their work and stories
behind each piece. These expe-
rienced artists have worked in a
variety of fields including video,
photography, model set design,
painting and computer abstracts.
Their work has been shown na-
tionally in galleries and museums
from Florida to California.

Babington
Walker Babington’s startling
portraits in the Café back room
have also received many positive

reactions. Babington’s show, en-
titled “Torch-raiture,” uses found
objects, such as wood panels and
shutters, as canvases and fire (py-
rography) as medium. Babington’s
description of his journey from
idea to finished work is compel-
ling. People will enjoy talking to
him about his hauntingly beautiful
images and the use of magnifying
lenses and sunshine.

This event is produced by the
New Deal Café and is sponsored
by the Friends of New Deal Cafe
(FONDCA) with a supporting
grant from the Greenbelt Com-
munity Foundation.

Spagheitti

Dinner

Feb.14, 5-7 p.m.
Mowatt Methodist

Church
40 Ridge Rd, Greenbelt

$8 Adults

$6 Children 5-12 years
Under 4 free

Pies for Sale

o

@ Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt )ﬁ
Democratic Club Meeting

Friday, February 20, 2009 at 7:30 PM

Greenbriar Community Center Terrace Room, 7600 Hanover Parkway, Greenbelt, MD

In celebration of Valentine’s Day, we will be honoring our
“sweethearts” for 2009:
Luisa Robles, Greenbelt Recycling Coordinator; and
Karen Donovan, kindergarten teacher and
Special Olympics swim coach.

For information please call 301.386.0762 or
visit http://roosevelt.pgdems.com

Please bring a shack or dessert to share

s

At the Library

Storytimes

A librarian will read age-ap-
propriate stories.

Tuesday, February 17, 10:30
a.m., Cuddletime for newborns
to 17 months old with caregiver,
limit 15 babies.

Wednesday, February 18, 10:30
and 11 a.m., Toddlertime for ages
18 to 35 months with caregiver,
limit 15 children for each group.

Thursday, February 19, 10:30
a.m., Drop-in Storytime for ages 3
to 5 years, limit 20 children.

Caregivers are asked to pick
up a free ticket at the Children’s
Desk.

Book Discussion

Wednesday, February 18, 7
p-m., adult book discussion of Lin-
da A. Fairstein’s “Killer Heat.”

Menu for Senior
Nutrition Program

The Senior Nutrition “Food
and Friendship” program provides
lunches for seniors Monday through
Friday at the Community Center be-
ginning at noon. Meals need to be
reserved by 11 am. two days ahead.
Call 301-397-2208, ext. 4215.

All meals include bread and
margarine, coffee or tea and skim
milk. Menus for February 16
through 20 include:

Monday — Presidents’ Day holi-
day — All sites closed.

Tuesday — Orange juice, meat-
balls with Swedish gravy, egg noo-
dles, broccoli, mandarin oranges.

Wednesday — Minestrone soup,
turkey cutlet with gravy, cornbread
stuffing, spinach, spiced apples.

Thursday — Apple juice, barbe-
cued beef on a bun, broccoli slaw,
baked beans, fruit sherbet.

Friday — Orange juice, curried
chicken, wild rice, Japanese-style
vegetables, strawberry parfait.

Explorations Shows
Jefferson Movie

Explorations Unlimited will
show the Ken Burns documen-
tary “Thomas Jefferson” on Fri-
day, February 20 at 1 p.m. The
film is approximately three hours
long.

Revered as the author of the
Declaration of Independence, the
most sacred document in Ameri-
can history, yet condemned as
a lifelong owner of slaves, Jef-
ferson remains the enigma that
is America. This documentary
follows a young Thomas Jeffer-
son from the Virginia wilderness
through his transformation into
the country’s most articulate
voice for human liberty. Torn
between serene family life at
Monticello and his passion for
politics, Jefferson suffers heart-
rending personal loss, even as
he gives voice to a new era of
democratic government.

Jefferson strives to preserve
the new, fragile American govern-
ment and helps to create the first
political party through his bitter
struggles with the Federalists.
As third President of the United
States, he doubled the size of the
country with the Louisiana Pur-
chase but then faced controversy
and scandal, finally retiring to his
beloved Monticello. By the end
of his remarkable life, he had
advanced the cause of religious,
political and intellectual freedom
everywhere and had changed the
course of human events.

Explorations Unlimited is held
every Friday at 1 p.m. at the
Greenbelt Community Center in
the Senior Lounge, Room 111.
Everyone is welcome to attend
and questions are encouraged.
Call 301-397-2208 for more in-
formation.
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GREENBELT BASEBALL

Registration for New Players
Greenbelt Youth Center
Springhill Lake Rec Center
Saturdays, Feb. 14, 21 and 28
10 a.m. to noon

T-Ball
(5-6 year olds)
Coach-Pitch / Machine-Pitch

(7-8 year olds)
Major League Players
Born 8/1/95 - 7/31/03

Fees: Resident $40.00, Sibling $30.00
Non-Resident $60.00 Sibling $30.00
T-Ball $40.00 per player
Copy of birth certificate is required

VOLUNTEER COACHES NEEDED
Sat., March 7 from 10 a.m. to noon
Draft for major league players
At McDonald Field, 7 Ct. Southway
For info: call Greg Fisanich 301-441-4647
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Washington’s Birthday

Marathon Is Sunday

The 48th running of the an-
nual Washington’s Birthday Mar-
athon in Greenbelt will begin
on Northway at 10:30 a.m. on
Sunday, February 15. There is
also a three-person relay. The
finish line is on the trail near
the intersection of Northway and
Crescent.

Race Day registration will be-
gin at the Youth Center at 9 a.m.
There is a fee.

For more information visit
www.dcroadrunners.org or call
the DC Roadrunners hotline at
703-241-0395.

Academy
Stadium

Theatres
Beltway Plaza Mall
Center Court
301-220-1155
ALL SHOWS BEFORE 5 p.m.
Adults/Seniors: $6.50
Children: $6.00

ALL SHOWS BEFORE NOON
ON SATURDAY $5.00

ALL SHOWS AFTER 5 p.m.
Adults: $8.50
Students/Military: $7.50
Children: $6.00
Seniors: $6.50

R = ID Required
(!) = No pass, (!!) No pass weekend

Week of Feb. 13

FRI. - SUN.

Paul Blart Mall Cop, PG
11:20, 1:35, 3:45, 5:50, 7:50, 10:15
Taken, PG-13
11:20, 1:35, 3:45, 5:50, 7:50, 10:15
Confessions of a Shopaholic,
PG ()

11, 1:25, 4:30, 7,10
Friday the 13th, R (!)
11:10, 1:30, 4:30, 7, 10
Push, PG-13 (1)

11:30, 2:25, 5:10, 8, 10:40
The International, R (!)
11:30, 2:25, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30
Coraline, PG (!!)

11, 1:25, 4, 6:45, 9:30

Slumdog Millionaire, R
11:30, 2:25, 5:10, 7:50, 10:30

MON.

Paul Blart Mall Cop, PG
11:20, 1:35, 3:45, 5:50, 7:50
Taken, PG-13
11:20, 1:35, 3:45, 5:50, 7:50
Confessions of a Shopaholic,
PG (!)

11, 1:25,4:30, 7
Friday the 13th, R (!)
11:10, 1:30, 4:30, 7
Push, PG-13
11:30, 2:25, 5:10, 8
The International, R (!)
11:30, 2:25, 5:10, 7:50
Coraline, PG
11, 1:25, 4, 6:45
Slumdog Millionaire, R
11:30, 2:25, 5:10, 7:50

TUES. - THUR.

(All shows $5 on Tuesdays
except Paul Blart and International)
Paul Blart Mall Cop, PG
1,3,5:15,7:30
Taken, PG-13
1,3,5:15,7:30
Confessions of a Shopaholic,
PG ()

1:20, 4:20, 7:20
Friday the 13th, R (!)
1:30, 4:30, 7:30
Push, PG-13
1:10, 4:10,7
The International, R (!)
1:10, 4:10, 7
Coraline, PG
1:20, 4:20, 7:20
Slumdog Millionaire, R
1:10, 4:10,7
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director of community develop-
ment, which is responsible for
code enforcement, noted that
buildings in Sections 8 and 9,
the last sections of the project to
have been built, did have washers
and dryers in each unit.

He also told council that in-
stalling exterior units for air
conditioning in a trial 28-unit
building had created problems.
The units had been located on
balconies and condensation water
was dripping off. A meeting is
scheduled for the following week,
he said, to deal with this issue.

Recycling

Councilmember Konrad Her-
ling noted that one apartment
project in Greenbelt was under-
taking the separate collection of
recyclables. He urged Empirian
Village to do the same. Thames
agreed to study the matter.

Herling also was concerned
about the need to improve light-
ing. Allen responded that he has
been given a list of locations
where insufficient lighting is an
issue. He is first working on get-
ting existing lighting in working
order. Once that is done his staff
will look for some of the dark
spots and see what can be done to
improve the situation. He hopes
to have all lights in working order
within 30 days.

Of concern to Councilmember
Leta Mach were the existing win-
dows that are energy inefficient.
She also had a concern about child
safety. There have been past inci-
dents, she said, of children falling
out of floor-level windows without
safety guards. Thames said that
every new resident is given the
opportunity to request installation
of window guards. Management
is currently investigating window
upgrades. She said that AIMCO
had different plans from what her
company now intends to do.

Councilmember Ed Putens
urged management to look at
window guards very carefully in
considering window upgrades and
that he was becoming inclined to
support legislation to make such
guards a code requirement.

Davis noted resident concerns
with the darker colors being tried
on repainted buildings. There is
a feeling, she said, that the darker
appearance makes the buildings
less safe.

Davis also asked if there were
plans to remodel kitchens and
baths on vacated units. Thames
said that was still under review.
She referred to management doing
“Beta testing” by trying out new
things in a few buildings and see-
ing how they work and asking the
user residents to give management
feedback.

FiOS

A major change that has caused
problems is the installation of Ve-
rizon FiOS in place of cable for
television. Apparently in perform-
ing the work, installation crews
created a number of holes into
the buildings that have become
avenues for insects and rodents to
access apartments. Allen said that

Ny

Catholic
Community

of Greenbelt
MASS

Sundays 10 A.M.
Municipal Building

exterminators were working on the
problems but there was difficulty
in finding the tiniest of holes still
possible for insects to use.

He also said he had not per-
sonally seen the presence of mice
or rats. One new tenant at the
meeting was concerned because
her complaint about a large hole
had not been resolved after having
been inspected three times

Sterling said that after an ini-
tial inspection of a complaint, a
notice of violation was issued. If
not corrected within seven days,
the city can then issue a notice of
a fine. If still not corrected, the
city then has to take the property
owner to court, which takes con-
siderable time to accomplish.

(Sterling later said that of the
list of over a thousand violations
resulting from last spring’s annual
inspection, nearly all had been
rectified, as stated by Thames.
However, a new list resulting
from tenants’ complaints has been
partially left uncorrected. Another
annual inspection will occur this
spring.)

Also there have been resident
complaints about installers ac-
cessing their apartments. One
resident complained that a FiOS
installer entered his apartment

without knocking while he was
there and then, after opening oth-
er apartment units in the building,
left with the building unsecured.
Allen said the crews start at the
top units and work down and that
this could have been an overzeal-
ous installer who got ahead of
the crew.
Police

Davis commended Empirian
Village for continuing the part-
nership with the city to provide
supplemental funding to furnish
added police service to the apart-
ment project, a partnership first
developed with AIMCO. Thames
said that she thought the arrange-
ment worked well.

Police Officer Jonathan
Lowndes was introduced as being
assigned to Empirian Village. He
noted that he was not the only
officer involved. He reported that
all agreements between the apart-
ment owners and the police that
were in place with AIMCO were
now in place with Empirian.

A resident at the meeting com-
plained about the long time it
took for police to come to her
apartment after she reported a
burglary and her dissatisfaction

Interfaith Service and Program on Gaza

On Sunday afternoon, Febru-
ary 22 from 2 to 4 p.m., Paint
Branch Unitarian Universalist
(UU) Church will have an inter-
faith service and program entitled
“Gaza: In Search of Our Com-
mon Humanity.” Sponsored by
the DC area Sharing Jerusalem
organization, the opening worship
service will have Muslim, Jewish
and Christian teachings led by
representatives of those faiths.
The program which follows will
feature both Palestinian and Jew-
ish speakers.

The purpose of the program is
to help those attending better un-
derstand the historical context of
Gaza, the recent outbreak of hos-
tilities between Israel and Hamas,
the fragile cease fire that exits
in Gaza, what needs to change
for both sides in the future as
the struggle for peace continues,

what the American role has been
in the past and what possibilities
exist for future American involve-
ment in the Israeli Palestinian
conflict. There will be a ques-
tion-and-answer period following
the presentations.

Middle Eastern refreshments
will be provided by the New
Deal Café. Co-hosts of the event
are the Social Action Committee
of Paint Branch UU Church and
the MD Chapter of the Network
of Spiritual Progressives which
meets at Paint Branch.

For more information about
this Gaza program email Jim.
vitarello@sharingjerusalem.org or
call 202-234-5817.

Paint Branch UU Church is lo-
cated at 3215 Powder Mill Road
in Adelphi. For directions visit
the website at www.pbuuc.org or
call 301-937-3666.

Sunday School 10:00am

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church

40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt
Open hearts, Open minds, Open doors
www.greenbeltumc.org  301-474-9410
Rev. Fay Lundin, Pastor

Prayer Meeting Sun. 9:45 am

&

Worship Service 10:00am

See FORUM, page 5

1-800-22-UNITE

“Love is heaven’s kindly light,

the Holy Spirit’s eternal breath

that vivifieth the human soul.”
(Abdu’l-Baha)

Greenbelt Bah&’i Community

Greenbelt.Bahai.Info@gmail.com

301-345-2918
www.bahai.us

f

Pastoral Associate:

ST. HUGH OF GRENOBLE CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-474-4322

» Mass Schedule:

% Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

* Daily Mass: 7:15 a.m.

Sacrament of Penance: Saturday 3:45-4:45 p.m.
Pastor: Rev. Walter J. Tappe

Rev. R. Scott Hurd

~

J

L

Sunday 8:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

(fHOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
= 6905 Greenbelt Road * 301-345-5111

Worship Service
Sunday School/Bible Study
Worship Service

Fax 301-220-0694 « E-mail myholycross@verizon.net

Interfaith families are welcome.

- — Congregation
———=_ Mishkan Torah
10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770

An unpretentious, historic, welcoming, liberal, egalitarian
synagogue that respects tradition and becomes your
extended family in the 21st century.

Shabbat services: Friday evening at 8:00 PM, except 1st Friday of the month,
i.e. family service at 7:30 PM. Saturday morning services at 9:30 AM.
Educational programs for children K-12 and for adults.

Combined innovative full family educational program for parents and children.
Conversion classes. Concert choir. Social Action program.

Opportunity for leadership development.

Moderate, flexible dues. High holiday seating for visitors.

Sisterhood. Men's Club. Other Social Activities.

Historic synagogue dually affiliated with United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

301-474-4223

! !fi j\“]
1‘_ i

Paint Branch Unitarian Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road, Beltsville/Adelphi
Phone: 301-937-3666

Welcomes you to our open, nurturing community

February 15, 10 a.m.
“It Just Doesn’t Stop”

Scott McNeill, intern minister at Fairfax and Shantida, worship associate.
This week we grapple with a life that keeps rolling even as we beg for a pause.

www.pbuuc.org

&

9:45 am

Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday 7:00 pm  Prayer Meeting/Bible Study

'@;Wgreenbelt Baptist Church

101 Greenhill Road

Greenbelt, MD 20770 — (301) 474-4212
www.greenbelthaptist.org

Sunday School
11:00 am Worship Service

ALL are Welcome!
&:He@irxg Peaple Connect with Christand Hi Family Through Loving Sa‘vﬁ:—e”j}

Greenbelt Community Church

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Hillside & Crescent Roads
Phone: 301-474-617 1 mornings

"A church of the open mind, the warm heart,
the aspiring soul, and the social vision..."

www.greenbeltucc.org
Sunday Worship
10:15 a.m.
Daniel Hamlin, Pastor

F Az Fellecestecps

.-~ Niving life together

Bible Study & Worship

9:30 "Good Morning!!" Coffee and Snacks
10:00 a.m. Bible Study

Greenbelt Youth Center
(Behind the Community Center)

We want you to be a part of our celebration and worship!

301-474-4499
..living life together

11:00 a.m. Worship

99 Centerway
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with how police handled the
matter. Davis, who discouraged
discussion of individual matters
at the meeting, urged the resident
to speak to City Manager Michael
McLaughlin.

Davis raised the issue of tenant
information. Management is now
putting out a two-page newsletter.
Davis asked if city information
could be included and Thames
concurred.  Other information
channels discussed were the use
of emails and a property website.
Herling suggested Empirian’s par-
ticipation in a Welcome Wagon
program proposed by the Com-
munity Relations Advisory Board.
The use of the News Review was
also discussed. Responding to an
inquiry by Davis, residents from
different areas of Empirian Vil-
lage indicated that the paper was
being delivered to their apartment
lobbies.

Responding to another ques-
tion, Thames said that rentals now
ranged from $900 to $1,600 a
month. She said that the turnover
rate has been about 50 percent
a year but the current economic
condition may be causing this to
change to a slower rate.

Tenants

When given an opportunity to
speak, residents raised a number
of issues. With such a large base
of customers on site, the company
should do more polling of ten-
ants as to what they think about
improvement proposals. Others
objected to raising the rent if a
tenant chooses to go on a month-
to-month basis instead of renewing
a lease.

Thames urged council and
residents to have some patience.
They have a huge undertaking to
perform, she said. They have to
work with the county fire marshal
and other agencies as well. Their
financing is tied to getting some
of the approvals they need from
the county.

“Absolutely Empirian Village
will be a good citizen to our com-
munity. We do it elsewhere. But
it will take time to get up to speed.
We are aware of your wishes.
While we cannot make commit-
ments now, that doesn’t mean we
won’t want to do it,” she said.

Che Sayles, President of the
Greenbelt West Residents Associa-
tion composed of Empirian Village
residents, thanked council for their
interest. He noted that when ten-
ants are responsible for paying
rent, they are not able to take
under advisement matters which
concern them. He urged manage-
ment not to think in terms of legal
issues but instead to think of the
people and families involved.

Brian Gibbons, a resident who
is also a member of the city’s
Advisory Planning Board, urged
tenants to become more involved
with the city by volunteering
for city boards. He noted that
at present only two other Em-
pirian Village residents served on
boards.

Holy Cross
Thrift Store

Every Thursday 10 — 4 p.m.
1st Saturday of the month
10-2 p.m.

Good, clean clothes for women,
men and children!
Shoes, jewelry, books, etc.

6905 Greenbelt Road
Greenbelt, Md. 301-345-5111

American Legion Upcoming Events

Looking for someplace meeting will be held Tuesday,
to take someone spe- February 17 at 7 p.m.
cial on Valentine’s Day? There will be a Greenbelt
Look no farther than the Post #136 general member-
Greenbelt American ship meeting on Thursday,

Aviation Film Marks Black History Month

The College Park Aviation
Museum will celebrate Black
History Month with two show-
ings of “The Tuskegee Airmen,”
a PBS documentary. It will be

shown on Sunday, February 15 at
1 p.m. and on Thursday, Febru-
ary 19 at 3 p.m. The film is free
with regular museum admission
charge.

Legion. The Paulver-
izers will be playing
their kickin’ brand of smokin’
blues on Saturday, February 14
starting at 9 p.m. Everyone is
welcome and there is no cover
charge. Those who want to eat
dinner would do best to plan to
be there before 7:30. The band
will kick off at 9 p.m. but there
will be a DJ during dinner.
Member Meetings

February 18 at 7 p.m.

All veterans and mem-

bers are welcome. The

Unit 136 Ladies Auxil-

iary meeting is also on

Thursday, February 18 at 7

p-m. A free meal for members

starts before the meeting at 6:15
p.m.

Greenbelt Post 136 is located

at 6900 Greenbelt Road. For

more information visit the web-

The Sons of the American Le-
gion Squadron 136 membership

site at www.greenbeltmdpost136.
org or call 301 345-0136.

\S

~ St. George’s Church is sponsoring its annual

Mardi Gras

February 21 from 6:00-10:00 pm.
$25 for advance tickets; $30 at the door; 10 and under free.
The celebration will include dinner, silent auction, costume judging
and dancing. Childcare will be available for this event.

St. George’s is located at 7010 Glenn Dale Road, Glenn Dale, Md. 20769.
Contact number for information: 301 262-3285. f

N

GREENBELT

City Information

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
City Offices will be closed on Monday, February 16th, in
observance of Presidents’ Day.
The Greenbelt Connection will not be operating.
REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE
Week of February 16th
Monday Route — Collected Tuesday
Tuesday Route — Collected Wednesday
Wednesday Route — Collected Thursday
Thursday Route — Collected Friday
There will be no appliance or yard waste collections
on Friday, February 20th.

VACANCIES ON BOARDS & COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on City Council Advisory Groups.
Vacancies exist on the:

Green Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability
(formerly REAC), Youth Advisory Committee,

Senior Citizen Advisory Committee, Forest Preserve Advisory Board,
and Advisory Planning Board.

For more info call 301-474-8000.

Registration for Spring & Summer Camps
Spring Camp, Circus Spring Camp Express, Kinder Camp, Camp Pine Tree,
Creative Kids Camp, Circus Camp, Camp Encore, and Camp Dance are
among the day camp choices the Greenbelt Recreation Department plans to
offer this upcoming Spring and Summer.

These camps provide a wide range of aquatic, athletic, and artistic choices
for kids ages 3 to 15. Camp registration began on January 12 for Greenbelt
Residents and January 26 for Non-Residents.

The Camp Brochure can be downloaded at
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation/camps_2009.pdf
Call the Recreation Business Office at 301-397-2200 for more information.

Make art for your community, and for yourself
Cast Glass Tiles Workshop
Saturday, Feb 21, 10:00am-1:00pm

Don’t miss this opportunity to make some art for the community!
Learn a new creative skill, and become a part of a public art proj-
ect in Greenbelt! A great introduction to the dry plaster relief casting
method developed by the Washington Glass School. Use recycled
glass to create original art tiles. Each person will create three unique
tiles - one to keep, and two to contribute to a Greenbelt public art
project! (ages 13-adult). Course #153209-1. $40 Greenbelt resident,
$50 non-resident

Held at the Washington Glass School
(3700 Otis St., Mt. Rainier, MD)

Register now by calling 301-397-2208, or visit the Greenbelt
Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD
20770,
9am-4:30pm, M-F
Registration forms available online at
www.greenbeltmd.gov/recreation/registration_info.pdf

GREENBELT MUNICIPAL /PUBLIC ACCESS
NOW ON COMCAST 71 & VERIZON 21

MUNICIPAL ACCESS: 301-474-8000: Tuesday and Thursday,
February 17 & 19: 6pm “Ask the Expert,” 7pm “Public Hearing on
Voting Reform held 2/11,” 9pm “John Lusky”
PUBLIC ACCESS (GATE): 301-507-6581: Wednesday and Friday,
February 18 & 20: 7pm “Death and the Maiden,” 8pm: “The Pulver-
izers”

MEETINGS FOR FEBRUARY 16-20

Wednesday, February 18 at 7:30pm, ADVISORY PLANNING
BOARD MEETING at the Greenbelt Community Center, Rm 114.
On the Agenda: Discussion of the Development of a City-wide
Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan.

Wednesday, February 18 at 7:30pm, RECREATION AND PARKS
ADVISORY BOARD MEETING, at the Greenbelt Community
Center.

Wednesday, February 18 at 8:00pm, CITY COUNCIL WORK
SESSION w/ GATE at GATE Studios-Greenbelt Community
Center.

This schedule is subject to change. For confirmation that a
meeting is being held call the number listed below, or contact the
City Clerk at 301-474-8000 or cmurray@greenbeltmd.gov.

GREENBELT RECREATION DEPARTMENT
and GREENBELT ARTS CENTER present
SIXTEEN TALENTED TEENAGERS
IN THE GREENBELT YOUTH MUSICAL 2009

HOMEWARD BOUND

by Christopher Cherry
based on The Odyssey by Homer

February 13, 14, 15, 20, 21 at 7:00 pm
and February 21 at 2:00 pm
Greenbelt Arts Center ¢ 123 Centerway

Tickets $6
Charge advance tickets by phone @ 301-397-2208
Purchase advance tickets in person:
Greenbelt Community Center ¢ 15 Crescent Raod
Monday-Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

GREENBELT ANIMAL SHELTER
Greenbelt Pets of the Month

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Bert and Ernie, Princess, Tarzan and
PeeWee Jr. on their adoptions. We wish them much happiness in
their new homes.

: — Marco: A 4 month old male blue tick coon-
hound. Very gentle and
loving.

Kimmie: Friendly, but shy.
Easily gentled, especially if
bribed with food and treats!
Young adult spayed, tiger
striped female cat. Has been
patiently waiting for a home for
2 years.

Victoria: A very playful 2 year old female black
and white cat.

For more information on any of the other wonderful animals at the
Greenbelt Animal Shelter, call 301.474.6124.

The Greenbelt Animal Shelter gladly accepts donations of pet supplies.
Currently there is a great need for self-clumping cat litter.

MARYLAND TAX RETURN

If you live within the corporate boundaries of the City of Greenbelt,
make sure to write or enter “Greenbelt” on your Maryland State Tax
form under “City, town or taxing area” so that your taxes can best
serve your community!
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Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) and the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) last
February raised significant legal
issues for the city as to whether
minority populations in the city
were being deprived of their
rights, whether those charges
were legitimate and whether
candidates preferred by African
American voters were prevented
from success due to voting by
primarily white voters. The
main issue was whether the
Greenbelt voting system diluted
the voting power of African
Americans and what alternatives
are available.

All these issues require the
city to invoke attorney-client
privilege to shield council discus-
sions from discovery by potential
litigants as they grapple with the
issues and consider alternatives.
Sylvestri indicated that the initial
analysis could answer the ques-
tion, Is the city in violation?, with
a response of no. But there still
may be something wrong with the
Greenbelt voting system.

Although there appears to be
no evidence that the preference of
African American voters has been
diluted, Silvestri said, the turnout
in precincts with African Ameri-
can voters shows marked differ-
ences with the higher turnouts in
precincts with white majorities.

Sylvestri noted that the pro-
posed action by the city council
to move the city’s election date
to even years at the same time
as state and federal elections is
the simplest way to offset the
(low) turnouts. He added that
this remedy can be supplemented

with other measures, such as
early voting, relaxed rules for ab-
sentee voting and more effective
communications to the voters on
election procedures.

He reiterated council’s de-
termination that considering a
change to a district form of elec-
tion in Greenbelt would represent
a fundamentally different way
for Greenbelt residents to choose
their political leaders. He also in-
dicated that such a change would
not usually be made unless there
is evidence of discrimination.

Regarding other systems sug-
gested during the forums held
during 2008, Sylvestri indicated
that research has shown that it is
far easier to affect turnout than
to go with other forms of pref-
erential voting schemes. Such
systems are complex, he said, and
could result in lower turnout for
all of Greenbelt precincts.

Manzi’s View

Sylvestri’s remarks were fol-
lowed by brief comments by
City Solicitor Manzi in which
he gave a condensed summary
of the road council has taken
on this issue since last February.
He noted that council took the
NAACP/ACLU letter very seri-
ously; he advised them to obtain
expert advice on the issue and
that they had undertaken reasoned
consideration.

He noted that the testimony
at the three forums held last year
showed predominantly that citi-
zens did not want change in their
voting system.

Manzi then outlined the next
steps, including two more hear-
ings, council review of the tes-

timony and any comments re-
ceived, development of proposed
charter amendments needed to
modify Greenbelt voting proce-
dures and the possibility of voter
challenges to the proposed charter
amendments.

In addition to the 12 citizens
signed up to testify at the hear-
ing, Davis noted that council had
received a letter via email from
the Greenbelt Neighbors Alliance
(GNA), an organization that had
conducted informal polling at
Greenbelt voting precincts during
the November 2009 presidential
elections and had communicated
results of their polling to the city
council.

In the GNA letter of February
6, 2009, there was support for the
recommendations contained in the
council statement of January 26,
2009, specifically that the dates
for the Greenbelt City Council
elections be changed to even
years to coincide with the county,
state and federal elections and to
implement voter outreach beyond
those efforts contained in the
council statement.

The letter notes that the GNA
representatives disagree among
themselves as to whether the
measures proposed by council
in their statement go far enough.
Some feel that some form of
district voting system or other
methods of preferential voting
should be considered. The GNA
believes that such differences are
reflected in the community as a
whole.

GNA asks that council be clear
on what it is trying to achieve
beyond avoidance of a lawsuit.
They encourage council to pub-
licly establish how success will

be measured and to consider
other approaches to engage resi-
dents in reflection and community
decision-making on critical issues
such as governance.

Public View

The tenor of the public tes-
timony was somewhat different
from comments made at last
year’s forums. Public comments
then were mainly directed at the
NAACP, ACLU and FairVote
representatives offering sugges-
tions for changes to the Greenbelt
electoral process.

At the public hearing on Sat-
urday, discussion seemed more
like a conversation among Green-
belters and indeed reflected dif-
ferent opinions among Green-
belt citizens as characterized by
the GNA letter. Most speakers
agreed with council’s approach
to increase voter outreach ef-
forts and information provided to
Greenbelt voters.

Speakers suggested other meth-
ods to communicate and inform
Greenbelt residents of the role of
the city government and how they
can and should participate. Few
agreed that structural changes
such as voting by district or the
use of preferential voting were
necessary.

Some speakers cautioned coun-
cil on the possibility of unin-
tended consequences that could
accompany a change from the
traditional odd-year elections of
the Greenbelt City Council to
even-year elections held at the
same time as county, state and
federal elections. They suggested
that such a move could have a
bad influence on the Greenbelt
municipal elections in terms of
campaign financing, favoring in-

cumbency, confusion among vot-
ers concerning the relationships
between city council candidates
and the partisan county, state and
federal candidates and the pos-
sibility that voters would take a
pass on voting a municipal ballot
after working through a very long
ballot for county, state and federal
candidates and ballot questions.

In response to a question from
the first speaker as to the pos-
sibility of a non-binding refer-
endum on the electoral reform
issue, Sylvestri indicated that it
would not help in the legal sense
and could possibly be detrimental
if a vote in a non-binding refer-
endum reinforced the low turnout
features that were shown in the
voter analysis. Another speaker’s
take on the voter turnout analy-
sis was the turnout percentages
shown for precinct 13 (12-17.1
percent), which were actually bet-
ter than some percentage turnouts
for district elections in munici-
palities that use that system.

In response to the refrain made
by the last speaker regarding the
lack of information on the part
of Greenbelt residents on the role
of the city government, Sylves-
tri reiterated that that finding is
“concerning” and that there has
to be greater efforts in outreach,
education and making voting
more convenient for voters.

Other Hearings

A second public hearing was
scheduled for Wednesday, Febru-
ary 11 at Greenbriar Community
Terrace Room at 7600 Hanover
Parkway. The third public hear-
ing will be held on Wednesday,
February 25 at the Springhill
Lake Recreation Center at 6101
Cherrywood Lane.

Some People Don't Smile in Pictures . ..

Ask yourself if any of these areas may be affecting the beauty of your smile:

» The color or shape of your teeth

» Spaces or missing teeth
* Noticeable cavities or old dental work
* Uneven or unhealthy gums

If so, come into the offices of the McCarl Dental Group for a
complete and comprehensive evaluation.

Nicole Burgess of Severna Park had severely discolored

teeth from a very early age. Throughout her life, Nicole had
been self-conscious of her smile. In just three short weeks,
the McCarl Dental Group gave Nicole a beautiful smile and
a new start in life! Call the McCarl Dental Group to see if a
smile makeover could change your life.

It's never too late to give yourself a beautiful smile. For
over three generations the McCarl family has provided a full
range of dental services to Greenbelt and the surrounding
communities. In the past, cosmetic dentistry was only for
the wealthy. Today, however, cosmetic dentistry is afford-
able and available to everyone. Give someone you love

the gift of a smile!

Call us today for an appointment!
301-474-4144

Drs. McCarl

Dental
Care

McCarl
McCarl
& McCarl

Polishing and Cleaning

$450

(Value up to $192) Includes necessa
X-rays on day of examination.
New patients only.

Expires: 2/28/09

|

|

|

I . N

I After Complimentary Initial Dental Exam
|

|

|

[ 9

Office Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

<
L----‘

Teeth Bleaching
Special Only

$200%

Reg. $500.00
Expires: 2/28/09

McCarl Dental Group
301-474-4144

28 Ridge Road, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-0717
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“Your

EENBELT CONSUMER

®-OP

SUPERMARKET

PHARMACY

Local Full Service

Community-Owned
Supermarket & Pharmacy”

121 CENTERWAY, ROOSEVELT CENTER

Fresh Quality Meats

Farm Fresh Produce

Red Ripe

Grape

Tomatoes pint

BUY ONE
GET ONE

FREE

Crisp U.S. Fancy
Ap

Braeburn/Delicious/Jonagold

¢
ples Ib.

Fresh Crisp BUY ONE Sweet Ripe s 299
Cut & Peeled GI-EIT?EIIE:IE Florida T
Baby Carrots Strawberries

1 Ib. pack 1 Ib. pack

Grade A BUY ONE Special 3-Day ONLY

Idaho Baker GI-EIT?EEE Citrus

Potatoes Case Sale

> Ib. bag See circular for details

Health & Beauty Seafood

or Provolone Cheese

Fresh Shurfine Fresh Value Pack 99 Shurfine Fresh Natural 9
Homestyle 7953 Beef ss_lb Smoked Ha f)_ Boneless s24._|b
Roasting Porterhouse or Shank Portions Center Cut
Chicken T-Bone Steaks Pork Roast
Fresh Choice Beef Fresh Natural Fresh Bar-S
Boneless $34—,9b Boneless $24_z 93% Super Lean sz9—|9b Jumbo s 12_%
Botton Center Cut Ground Meat
Round Roasts Pork Chops Beef Franks
1 Ib. pack
Dannon BUY ONE | Kraft BUY ONE | Hatfield Marie Callender’s Shurfine
Assorted G,I:jIT?(E)gE American GET ONE | Gold Ribbon s39—,z or Healthy ChOIces zso Assorted s 1m
Yogurt Cheese Singles Tavern Ham Entrees Vegetables
6 oz Yell White 16 Select Varieties 12-21 oz. 16 oz
ellow/White 16 oz. Dell Gourmet s 4
_ Lebanon b. ) .
Kraft Natural s269 Pillsbury szSo Boloana Breyer's $30_O Ellio’s / @
Chunk | Rolled = 9 Ice Assorted
Cheese Pie Crust Deli Gourmet  § 499 Cream Pizza
Assorted 6-8 oz. 15 oz. Mozzarella Ib. | Assorted 1.5 qt. 17-21 oz

Natural & Gourmet Bakery

Colgate Orion Termati Fresh
Tooth s 1ﬂ Cooked/Peelecﬁ 59_?3' Flavored $5ﬁ Store Baked s 1&
Paste Deve_ined Extra Large CousCoUSs Original
Select Varieties 6-8.5 oz. Shrlmp Assorted 31.7 oz, Italian Bread
loaf
Nature Made BUY ONE | Seabest Frozen 99 Dare s 250 Fresh 39_9
Vitamins “Epgr" | Cod 472 Gourmet | Store Baked $
or Supplements | Fillets Water Crackers |Apple Pie
Assorted 24-130 Ct. Assorted 4.4 oz. gri:'?clpwal/No Sugar

Progresso BUY ONE

Betty Crocker BUY ONE Grocery Bargains v BUY ONE
F

Arm & HammerBll{__\;_ ONE

Classic GEIT'\’EEE Meal EIT.\);:_)gE Mott's Original BUY ONE | Assorted GET ONE | 2X Liquid ONE

Soups Helpers Apple FREE | Coffee FREE | Laundry

Select Varieties 18-19 0Z.| Hamburger/Tuna/Chicken 59 oz Juice 64 oz Ground/Whole Bean 11-12 oz.| Detergent 50 oz

Shurfine Green Giant Star Kist Mott's General Mills

Granulateé 2% Canned 75°¢ %h“”k g $ 1% Apple * 1% Original SZSO

r una
gtllbga Vegetables I f\auce oo Cheerios
- Select Varieties 11-15 oz. ssorted 46-48 oz. 14 oz.

Professional Pharmacy Beer & Wine Don't miss all of CO-OP's other
Coors . .

+ We Honor Most Prescription Plans Beer sw Heineken s 29 Icehouse s3ﬁ great specials featured In our 6-

* Medicare Billing 12 pk—12 0z. cans Beer 7— Beer page full color ad flier

. COUTTSOUS, Know|edgeab|e Staff ' ’ 6 pk_ 12 oz. bottles 6 pk— 12 oz. cans here n yOUI’ NeWS REVIEW

e Free Home Delivery of Prescriptions - ] And now you can fm,d our entire

Monday-Wednesday-Friday Steeple Jack s 69 Santa Carollnes 69 Tosti s weekly ad online at
* Free Blood Pressure Tester X/ines Vistania = | Asti WWW.g reenbelt.coop
* Durable Medical Equipment Sales & Rental 750 ML. Wines 15 Liter Spumante 750 ML Check it out!

Prices Effective: FEB
M T w T

RUARY

F S

16 | 17 | 18 | 19

201 21

We reserve the right to limit quantities.

No sales to dealers please.

Co-op is not responsible for typographical errors.

SURERMARKEI;
PHARMAGCY,

Some products are shown for illustration purposes only and do not represent items offered on sale.
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Police Blotter

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police
Department, http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police/index.htm, link in
left frame to “Weekly Report” or
http://www.greenbeltmd.gov/police/weekly_report.pdf.
Dates and times are those when police were first contacted
about incidents.

Assault

February 4, 5:25 p.m., Green-
belt Youth Center, a person at-
tempted to enter the center with-
out a recreation card. Upon
being denied entry he spat in the
face of the clerk. He then fled
the area in a vehicle described as
a dark color Dodge Stratus. The
suspect is described as a black
male, 5’10” with a heavy build,
black hair and brown eyes and a
scar on his left cheek, wearing a
black skull cap and dark jeans.

Drug Arrests

February 1, 12:56 a.m., Gre-
enway Center, a resident man
was arrested and charged with
possession of paraphernalia and
driving while suspended. An-
other resident man, two resident
youths and a nonresident youth
were charged with possession of
paraphernalia. The adults were
released on citation pending trial.
The youths were released to a
parent pending action by the ju-
venile justice system.

February 3, 4:06 p.m., 6100
block Breezewood Court, a resi-
dent youth was arrested for pos-
session of marijuana and two
counts of possession of parapher-
nalia. The youth was released to
a parent pending action by the
juvenile justice system.

Disorderly Conduct

February 4, 11:36 p.m., T.G.I.
Friday’s Restaurant, a nonresident
man was arrested for disorderly
conduct and was released on cita-
tion pending trial.

Trespass

February 2, 4:34 p.m., 9000
block Breezewood Terrace a non-
resident man was arrested for
trespass and released on citation
pending trial.

Open Alcohol

January 31, 4:57 p.m., Gre-
enway Center, a resident woman
was arrested for open alcohol
and released on citation pending
trial.

Vandalism

January 30, 11:09 a.m., 6100
block Springhill Terrace, unknown
person(s) used unknown means to
break out the bedroom window of
a residence.

February 4, 7:36 p.m., 6100
block Breezewood Court, un-
known person(s) used unknown
means to break out the window
of a residence.

February 5, 3 p.m., 6100 block
Breezewood Court, unknown
person(s) used unknown means to
break out the sliding glass door
of a residence.

February 5, 3:50 p.m., 6100
block Springhill Terrace, unknown
person(s) used unknown means to
break out the bedroom window of
a residence.

Burglary

February 2, 1:22 p.m., 6000
block Springhill Drive, unknown
person(s) entered a vacant apart-
ment and vandalized the interior.

Vehicle Crimes

January 30, Southway and
Route 295, a nonresident man
was arrested for having a stolen
registration sticker. He was re-
leased on citation pending trial.

January 31, 9000 block
Breezewood Terrace, a resident
youth took the family vehicle, a
2004 Mercury Mountaineer, and
returned it later in the day. The
youth was released pending action
by the juvenile justice system.

Greenbelt police recovered
four vehicles. No arrests were
made.

Theft from vehicles was re-
ported in the following areas:
5700 block Cherrywood Lane
(cell phone), Beltway Plaza (rear
tag), 6200 block Springhill Drive
(two incidents — CD player and
CDs), 7800 block Mandan Road
(television), 9100 block Springhill
Lane (CD/DVD player) and 7800
block Cloister Place (airbags).

One vehicle was vandalized
(broken rear window) in the 6200
block Springhill Court.

The Department is offering a reward of up to $500 for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and conviction of a suspect in any
of the unsolved crimes reported in the blotter. People may

anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the Drug

Tip Line at 301-507-6522.

Greenbelt Homes, Inc.

New Extended Hours
Beginning February 2, 2009

Monday — Thursday
Maintenance 7:30am — 5:30pm
Administration Office 8:00am — 6:00pm

Friday
Maintenance 7:30am — 4:30pm
Administration Office 8:00am — 5:00pm
Office and Maintenance Dept. are Closed
every other Friday (beginning Feb. 6")
Emergency Services will be Available

This is a new Compressed Work Week Schedule
created to increase time and energy efficiency
for both GHI members & employees.
Questions can be directed to:

Brenda Lewis, Director of Human Resources
301-474-4161, extension 152

Counts Suggest Irruptions for Many Birds

by Don Comis

A Dbit of the Northland has
come to our area again. First
coyotes and now white-winged
crossbills, pine siskins and maybe
snowy owls and boreal owls.

The National Audubon Society
advises Marylanders to be on the
lookout this winter for crossbills,
pine siskins, snowy owls and bo-
real owls, because the birds are all
experiencing irruptions. Irruptions
are late summer, autumn and winter
southward migrations to areas out
of an animal’s normal range, usu-
ally because of food shortages. In
the case of the crossbills and pine
siskins, the spruce cone crops are
generally low in most of Canada,
so they’ve come down here to eat.
This happens periodically with bird
species, particularly these two.

I know the crossbills are here
because I saw four females and one
male eating fallen cones from an
Eastern Hemlock tree near the park-
ing lot of the National Plant Mate-
rials Center, off Beaver Dam Road
near Soil Conservation Road.

Michele Touchet, Lutz Rastaetter
and I were teamed up as an all-
Greenbelt team for the mid-winter
bird count at the Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center (BARC)
on Sunday, February 1. Another
Greenbelter Michel Cavigelli also
participated.

The BARC count leader Ed
Clark had alerted us to look for
crossbills and pine siskins at a
stand of hemlock trees across from
the Plant Materials Center. We
stumbled into the crossbills on the
ground on the way to our car. As
for the pine siskins, volunteers for

the area’s Christmas Bird Count,
on December 21, 2008, counted 29
of them.

There have already been several
reports of snowy owls in Mary-
land and the movement of boreal
owls suggests they could be seen
in Maryland for the first time this
winter.

The Great Backyard Bird Count
(see www.birdcount.org) is February
13 through 16, giving Greenbelters
a chance to look for crossbills and
pine siskins as well as our more
usual birds.

All they have to do is check
their backyard or anywhere else in
Greenbelt for at least 15 minutes on
one or more of those days. In the
backyard one may see these birds
with goldfinches on thistle feeders.

Stands of conifers — spruce,
firs, white pine, and hemlock — are
other good places to look. Keep an
eye out for pieces of cones falling
to the ground as crossbills eat the
cone seeds from high in the trees,
as well as on the ground.

Also keep an ear out for the
sound of them prying open cones
and munching on seeds. Cross-
bills, especially the females, look
like American goldfinches in their
off-season plumage — at least their
black wings with white wing bars
give them a similar look. They
also have the small finch beak but
their bills are curved and overlap, to
help them open pine cones to get
at the seed with their tongues.

The male has a lot of red and
will get redder as winter pro-
gresses.

Pine siskins look like sparrows,
except for the identifying yellow
patches in the wings and tail and

could be mistaken for goldfinches.

Photos of crossbills, pine sis-
kins and other birds can be seen
in bird identification guides at
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Al-
1AboutBirds/BirdGuide/ and the
Patuxent Wildlife Refuge Center’s
http://www.mbr-pwrc.usgs.gov/In-
focenter/infocenter.html.

Judging by the feeders I've
established and monitored as part
of another citizen science project,
Cornell University’s feeder watch
program (feederwatch.org), one
is almost certain to see these
“usual” birds, listed in order of
the frequency of their visits to
one’s feeders, from most frequent
to least frequent: house sparrows,
juncos, mourning doves, blue
jays, white-throated sparrows,
cardinals, house finches, Carolina
chickadees, downy woodpeckers,
Carolina wrens, starlings, gold-
finches, white-breasted nuthatches,
red-bellied woodpeckers, tufted
titmice, brown-headed cowbirds,
mockingbirds, red-winged black-
birds and grackles.

During last year’s Backyard
Bird Count, Greenbelters counted
27 species, which included all the
species listed above except for
red-bellied woodpeckers and mock-
ingbirds. It also included mallards,
gulls, Canada Geese, bald eagles,
barred owls, pileated woodpeckers,
crows, robins, Cooper’s hawks and
peregrine falcons.

The next count after the Great
Backyard Bird Count is the Inter-
national Migratory Bird Day count
on May 9. To join in the fun on
the May count, just send an email
to stillecreekwatershed@juno.com
or Edward.Clark@ars.usda.gov.

Service you can trust!

Location: Mary’s Place

Cpen

Professional Building

115 Centerway

Phone: 240 604 6605

Email:
mary.kingsley@gmail.c
om

Website:
www.marysplaceonline

.net

Step into airy, bright,
cheerful two bedroom
with wonderful addition!
Separate laundry area.
Storage under addition.
Lovely garden area.
Open Sunday from
1:00—3:00pm.

e Two bedrooms .

e  Separate laundry area .

1:00-3:00; 4A Laurel Hill Road | Greenbelt | MD | 20770

dded livi
e Upgraded bath and adced living space

kitchen .

interior pathway.

~
Searse!

Mary Kingsley, Branch Manager Realty 1, Inc.

Sunlit family room for .

Tasteful colors used

End unit located near

Delightful garden with
storage area under ad-
dition.

ECAIAL HOUSING
OPPORTLNITY
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CLAsSsIFIED

]
HELP WANTED

|
SERVICES

OFFICE MANAGER - Small College
Park law office, 20 to 25 hrs, p/t, 4 days
a week. Position requires professional
attitude, computer, interpersonal, tele-
phone, writing, organizational and gen-
eral office management skills. Salary
negotiable depending on experience.
Fax resume by 3/1 to 301-779-5367 or
email to: salmondlaw@aol.com

HELP WANTED - Electrician services,
min 5 yrs troubleshooting exp. Hlth ins,
vac, hldys. Grow withus! www.jesco.

net/hr or emB@iesco.net

MERCHANDISE

LIFETIME Membership for one at
any Bally’s Fitness Center. No other
fees, ever! Value $2,700. Will sell to
highest offer over $1,000. Call 301-
758-2181.

NOTICES

PRINCE GEORGE’S CHORAL SO-
CIETY celebrates Valentine’s Day with
romantic Broadway melodies loved
by all lovers. Treat your valentine(s)!
Come to the Publick Playhouse — Sat-
urday, Feb. 14. Call 301-336-8539
for any needed information. Leave

messa%e.

REAL ESTATE — RENTAL

COMPUTERS - Systems installation,
troubleshooting, network, wireless
computer design and upgrades, anti-
virus, anti-spam, firewall. IBM, Dell,
HP, Gateway. JBS, 240-606-6020,
301-474-3946.

PATTI’S PETSITTING — Let your
furry, feathered, finned or scaled friend
stay at home when you go away! Pet-
sitting by a Professional Animal Care
Specialist. All types of animals! Avail-
able for mid-day walks. Insured! Very
reasonable rates! Group discounts!
References available. Call Patti Broth-
ers at 301-910-0050.

JACKIE’S CLEANING — No job too
big or small. Estimates, 301-731-
0115.

EXPERT REPAIR and installation of
roofs, all types of siding, windows,
doors, decks, French drains, sump
pumps, dry wall and paint, laminate
floors. 35 years experience. Many local
references. No money down. Call Art
Rambo Construction, 301-220-4222

TAX PREPARATION - Affordable,
personalized service. Over 30 years
experience. Flexible appointment lo-
cations. Don’t worry about your taxes
this year, call 410-581-3208. www.
regalbusinessservices.com

BARB’S PET SITTING, LLC — Reli-
able, experienced and professional.
GHI residents get special discounts.
Midday walks, weekend and holiday
appointments. Call Barb, 301-356-
0162. References available.

PIANO LESSONS —Member National
Guild. Recitals included. Sheila Le-
mus, 301-513-5755.

HARRIS LOCK & KEY SERVICE
— Mobile/emergency service. Green-
belt, 240-593-0828.

LEAVES — Raked and taken away.
Yard seeded, beds mulched, $100. Pat,
301-213-3273.

RUGS CLEANED - Spring rug clean-
ing special. $50 for entire GHI unit.
Pat, 301-213-3273.

HOUSECLEANING — Let me clean
your house. Deep-cleaning to orga-
nizing and cooking, laundry, ironing.
Great prices. Excellent references. Call
Maria, 301-474-9578.

ROOM FOR RENT — No smoking, no
pets. Female only, $400 per month.
Call Ann, 301-982-5454.

HOUSE TO SHARE — Boxwood, M/F
N/S to share large clean, quiet house.
No pets. $475 + Y4 util. Available now.
301-345-3475

r |
SINGLE PROFESSIONAL FEMALE

— Nonsmoker, with dog, seeks quiet,
clean, private room to rent. 240-899-

6981
|

REAL ESTATE - SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE — 6 Orange Court,
Greenbelt. Lovely single family home
just completely rebuilt in quiet cul-de-
sac. 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, private
fence backyard with Trex deck, finished
basement. ALL NEW insulation, appli-
ances, furnace/AC, water heater. Very
energy efficient, low maintenance.
Truly anew old house. Seller long-time
Greenbelter. $429,000. Call 609-497-
4887, email LKR267@yahoo.com.
OPEN HOUSE every Sat., 10 a.m.-4
p.m. or by appointment.

Mike Smith Hauling &
Junk Removal
Complete clean-up: houses,

garages, construction debris

Licensed. Mastercard/VISA.
Free estimates.
301-346-0840

TRANSFER FILM, slides, photos to
VHS or DVD. Tape repair, consumer
editing. HLM Productions, Inc. 301-
474-6748

MAKE YOUR OWN FUN - Learn
music now! Piano, guitar, singing and
theory for beginners. In your home.
Reasonable rates. Melissa, 301-474-
2041.

LOWEST PRICES — Greenbelt House-
painting and Home Improvements. Ho-
meowner association repairs. Greenbelt
references. Free phone consultations.
www.paintingcrewfortheday.com 240-
671-8952

CLEANING SERVICES

We are taking this opportunity to
offer our cleaning services for your
house, apartment or office. You
can count on our experience of
over 20 yrs serving in your area
and with much pride we can offer
excellent references in relation to
our services and honesty.

Our prices are without competition
and, if desired, we use planet-
friendly cleaning products.

We are also Licensed and Bonded.
So call us and be one more of our
satisfied clients.

Contact Ena or Rodrigo at:
Tel.: 301-996-1022 or 240-462-4289
or email enalopez21@yahoo.com

Credit Union Auto Loans
3.99% for New Cars, 5 year term

4.5% for Used Cars, 5 year term

Call for additional information.

Apply online at www.greenbeltfcu.com

Interest rate is annual percentage rate.

Rate subject to change without notice.
Greenbelt Federal Credit Union

A credit union for those who live, work, attend

School, or worship in Greenbelt and their families

IS Serving its members since 1937

112 Centerway, Greenbelt, MD 20770 — 301-474-5900

JC Landscaping

Beds Trenched and Mulched.
Annuals, Flowers, Perennials,
Ornamental shrubs and trees installed.
Small tree removal.

Shrubs and small trees trimmed
and pruned.

New lawn seeding or sod.

Grass mowing, trimming, blowing

Free Estimates
301-809-0528

Jafra Cosmetics
Rewarding
Income
Opportunity

« Earn Extra Money
« Be Your Own Boss

- With Flexible Full or Part-time Hours
- Quality Products for the Whole Family

Contact Leta for info
301-345-8105

leta.mach@verizon.net

Deadline 10 p.m. Tuesday.

RATES — CLASSIFIED: $3.00 minimum for ten words. 15¢
for each additional word. Submit ad with payment to the News
Review office by 10 p.m. Tuesday, or to the News Review drop
box in the Co-op grocery store before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to
15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770.
BOXED: $8.10 column inch. Minimum 1.5 inches ($12.15).

NEEDED: Please include name, phone number and address with
ad copy. Ads not considered accepted until published.

GIVE BLOOD, GIVE LIFE

Sunday, February 15, noon to 4 p.m.,
St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 4512 College Avenue,
College Park
Thursday, February 19, 2 to 7:30 p.m.,
City of Hyattsville, 4310 Gallatin Street,
Hyattsville
Sunday, February 22, noon to 4 p.m.,
University Park Church of Christ, 6420 Adelphi Road,
Hyattsville
Monday, February 23, 1 to 7 p.m.,
Moose College Park Lodge No. 453, 3700 Metzerott Road,
College Park
Friday, February 27, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
Lowes-New Carroliton, 7710 Riverdale Road,
New Carroliton
Sunday, March 1, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mishkan Torah
Synagogue, 10 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

Call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE

Continental Movers
Free boxes
Local — Long Distance
$80 x two men
$90 x three men
301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

PARKWAY GARDEN
APARTMENTS
in Historic Greenbelt
One Bedroom Apt. Home
Starting at $740+ electric
Vista Management Co.

301-345-3535

CRESCENT SQUARE APARTMENTS

Historic Greenbelt
One Bedroom Apartments
Wall-to-wall carpeting
Excellent condition
Starting at $740 plus electric

Vista Management Co. 301-982-4636

Sarah Liska
301-385-0523
301-385-4587
301-262-1700

Liska Group

www.liskagroup.com

11C HILLSIDE LEADING EXPERTS IN REAL ESTATE 51C RIDGE
3BR FRAME 2BR FRAME
Immaculate! ALL AVAILABLE HOMES WILL BE Hardwoods
Hardwoods HELD OPEN NEXT SUNDAY, Renovated Bath
Fenced Yard FEBRUARY 22N° FROM 12-3PM. PrivateYard
$175.000.00 $169.000.00

(Mark Your Calendars!)

2G RESEARCH

$189.900.00

33L RIDGE

3BR FRAME END 2BR BLOCK 2BR FRAME END 3 BR BRICK END

Renovated Kitchen Near Center Large Fenced Yard Totally Renovated

Huge Grassy Yard, Updated Kitchen Hardwoods Kitchen & Bath
Deck & Woods. Sun-Filled BRING ALL OFFERS Hardwood floors

$210.000.00

COMING SOON

59D RIDGE

*$145.000.00* Screened Porch, etc!

PERIWINKLE 51B RIDGE COMING SOON 19B HILLSIDE
COMING SOON 2BR FRAME END 2BR, 1 E
2BR FRAME Huge Yard
. Repairs Being Made Backs To Woods oods
dated Baths Seller Motivated Turn-Key!! enovated
$385.000.00 $142.500.00 $TBD $ $170.000 00
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Glad to hear Tom Jones of
Woodland Way is back home
from the hospital after an ex-
tended illness. We wish him well
on the road to recovery.

Congratulations to:

— Adrianna Terrell, a Japanese
major at the University of Find-
lay in Findlay, Ohio, who was
awarded a president’s scholarship
for the 2008-09 academic year.

— ERHS student Jonece Layne,
who was among county school
system staff and students recog-
nized at a reception in Annapo-
lis yesterday evening for their
contributions and leadership to
Gifted and Talented (TAG) Edu-
cation in Maryland schools. This
year’s theme is “invest in Gifted
Education; Gifted Students Give
Back.”

&

Greenbelt Elementary School last
Friday as County Councilmember
Ingrid Turner arrived to present a
council proclamation to Positive
Promotions’ Teacher of the Year,
sixth grade teacher Beth Novick.
The council proclamation also
recognizes Novick’s work in the
Talented and Gifted Program, her
service as PTA faculty liaison and
co-chair of the school’s annual
multi-cultural dinner. Novick
will also be featured in the Posi-
tive Promotions Magazine.

We wish a happy Valentine’s
Day to all!

To send information for
“Our Neighbors” email us at
newsreview@greenbelt.com or
leave a message at 301-474-6892.

— Kathleen McFarland

County Councilmember Ingrid Turner presents a council proclama-
tion to Greenbelt Elementary School teacher Beth Novick.

Reel and Meal at the New Deal Café

The next Reel and Meal film
at the New Deal Café will be
“Pip & Zastrow: An American
Friendship,” which will be shown
on Monday, February 16 at 7
p.m.

Before the film there will be
an optional vegan buffet meal
available for purchase at 6:30
p.m.

This award-winning film tells
the true story of two men who
cross racial boundaries during
segregation in the 1940s and form
a life-long friendship that takes
extraordinary turns. With humor,
compassion and heartbreak, Pip
and Zastrow navigate through
60 years against the backdrop of
the civil rights movement and a
country that has yet to overcome
deep-seated racism and social
inequity. Zastrow Simms will be
there to lead the discussion after
the movie. He will be accom-

You know us as JOHN & TAMMY,
a household name in Greenbelt
for over 14 years. We are the
experts at cleaning your home
and giving you more time. Time
for grandchildren, children’s
recreation and each other. Call,
let a familiar and trusted name
help you out.

We offer :
—Weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly
service
—Spring cleaning any time
of the year
-Window cleaning
—Help for special occasions
-FREE estimates

Professionals with the
Personal Touch
Phone 301-262-5151

panied by the film’s director and
producer, Victoria Bruce.

The Reel and Meal at the New
Deal is a monthly film series that
explores environmental and social
issues and is sponsored by nine
Greenbelt organizations interested
in preserving the environment.

There is no charge for admis-
sion. Email sr.kane@verizon.
net for more information about
the event.

Pleasant

’ Jouch

Valentine Specials
vPleasant
Package¥

Eminence Facial
1 Hour Massage
Manicure
Deluxe Pedicure

3258 $219
¥ Touch Special¥

Mini Facial
30 minute Massage
Manicure
$T28-$109

YSpa Peekw
Manicure, Brow Wax

$32:50 $29

YPartner Y
Workshop¥
Sunday February 15
$30 per couple

Pleasant Touch Spa
133 Centerway, 2nd floor
301-345-1849
www.pleasanttouch.com
New yoga schedule!

Visit www.greenbeltyoga.com

“Buying, Selling or Renovating”
Free warranty or home inspection

Call George Cantwell for details
Town Center Realty and Renovations

301-490-3763

REALTOR™

L
HomeInstead
SENIOR CAREN

* Personal Care

* Bathing

* Dressing

* Transportation

¢ Light House Keeping
* Much More!

Full Service Company, Employees Are Screened, Insured & Bonded.
Criminal Background Check, Workers’ Comp

Call for free brochure

301-931-7610

COUNSELIN
CENTER

Create Healthy Relationships
FEEL BETTER — ENJOY LIFE!

GINNY HURNEY, LCSW-C
Beltsvllle & Silver Spring Offlces

301-595-5135

WOMEN, MEN, COUPLES & TEENS

Tina Lofaro

e Cooperative Share Mortgages

e Conventional, FHA & VA Mortgages
301-352-3560; 301-613-8377 (cell)
Tina.Lofaro@ncmc.com

NationalCity.
Mortgage Ceoe

Richard K. Gehringt;
Home Improvements
Remodeling & Repairs
Carpentry « Drywall « Painting
Serving Greenbelt for 25
years
MHIC# 84145
301-441-1246

www.homeinstead.com

Income restrictions may apply. All loans subject to credit approval and property appraisal.
National City Mortgage, a division of National City Bank.Terms and conditions of this offer
subject to change without notice. For ARM loans, rate may increase after settlement.
NationalCityMortgage.com ® © National City Corporatione

Traditional Monuments Cremation

Funerals Service

Donald V. Borgwardt

Funeral Home, P.A.
Family owned and operated

4400 Powder Mill Rd.
Beltsville, Md. 20705-2751
(301) 937-1707

Pre-Need Counseling
By Appointment

Over 150 years Combined

MzM Legal Service and Experience

McAndrew, Zitver, & McGrath
Attorneys at Law

Estate Planning and Probate (Wills & Trusts), Personal Injury
(Auto Accidents/wrongful deaths), Family Law,
Civil Litigation and GHI Real Estate Settlements.

301-220-3111
7500 Greenway Center Dr. #600, Greenbelt, MD

AMERICAN REALTY, INC.
JEANNIE SMITH
7323 Hanover Parkway, #D
Greenbelt, MD 20770
O: 301-982-5899

SINGLE FAMILY
216 Lastner Lane
You can enjoy living in a
beautiful split level, four
bedroom, three bath home
with plenty of extras. Enjoy
relaxing in your sitting room
off the master bedroom or sit-
ting on your deck looking at
your landscaped yard. Close
to playground and Greenbelt
Lake.

57-B Ridge Road

Why not own a two bedroom
frame with new carpeting
on the second floor, freshly
painted walls, washer, dryer,
storage shed, fenced back
yard and renovated kitchen
and bathroom.

14-L Hillside

If you’ve been looking for
a three bedroom END unit
with a LARGE yard that
has been COMPLETELY
REMODELED - EVERY-
THING NEW, then you will
want to see this one!! The
owners have done everything
for you. All you have to do is
unpack your belongings.

JEANNIE SMITH
Realtor, GRI

301-442-9019

o
MERICAN
REALTY, INC.

REALTOR®

DEAR DR. HAT,

A, K i".r"'u

Ask Dr. HAT

Beautiful smiles

CONSULTATION.

www.drhatfielddds.com
drhat@comcast.net

Pt

Dmmia R Huli']bm_ DDQ, P(

Leading-edge dentistry since 71974

| CONSUME A LOT OF SOFT DRINKS.

IS THIS BAD FOR MY TEETH?

SOFT DRINKS CONTAIN SUGAR AND CAFFEINE

AND HAVE NO NUTRITIONAL VALUE. THE ACID CAN
WEAKEN TOOTH ENAMEL. WE RECOMMEND SWITCH-

ING TO TEAOR SELTZER. BE PATIENT! ADJUSTING A
HABIT TAKES TIME AND DESIRE. CALL FOR A “FREE”

Call today for your recare appointment
and oral cancer screening.

301-441-9499

7525 Greenway Center Drive, Suite 107 | Greenbelt, MD 20770
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Dog Story Reading for Kids on February 14

Looking for something sweet,
substantive (and free) to do
with the kids on Valentine’s
Day?

Enjoy light refreshments
from My Organic Market and
listen to author Howard Edel-
stein read from his new inter-

active children’s book “Scooter
Strays,” about a lost dog who
needs the reader/listener’s help
to get home safely. The book
signing and reading will be
held on Saturday, February 14
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
Mighty Healthy Pet in the REI

Shopping Center at 9815 Rhode
Island Avenue in College Park.

All proceeds from the sale of
the book benefit the Washington
Humane Society.

For more information call
Cam MacQueen at 301-345-
6293.

Home & Business

Improvements

Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting
Bathrooms-Basements-Kitchens
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors

Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds

Wisler Construction
& Painting Co.
Serving Greenbelt since 1991
301-345-1261

www.wislerconstruction.com

Owner has over 20 years experience
Member of the Better Business Bureau

Law Offices of David R. Cross

301-474-5705
GHI Settlements Family Law
Real Estate Settlements Personal Injury
Wills and Estates Traffic/Criminal

30 Years of Legal Experience
Roosevelt Center

Auto Repairs
& Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY ROAD
GREENBELT, MD 20770

(301) 474-8348

Realty 1, Inc.

2 Locations In Roosevelt Center

109 Centerway - Next To ‘Generous Joe’s’
115 Centerway - The ‘Blue’ Professional Building Across From Pool

301 982-0044 R1MD.com

Theresa Bradley 708-275-7775  Linda Ivy 301-675-0585
Mary KingsleyGED> 240-604-6605 Denise Parker 202-538-1281
Michele Southworth 240-286-4847
Leonard Wallace - Broker @ 301-675-9036

Single-Level Living
This one-bedroom GHI home is on the first floor- no stairs inside!
Fenced backyard with large shed and stone patio. Priced at $121,000
Brick Townhome With Addition
Remodeled townhome with bathroom and bedroom on first floor. Large
deck opens onto spacious shed that is used as workshop. $239,900
One Bedroom GHI Home

Top-floor living with privat i |ima) iy lOOF.  Windows overlook
trees and yards. Refinishedn) (W, diall ¥ d bookcases. $115,000

MHIC40475
s ' .
«@ A Our Family Serving Yours
TN _\ .. Since 1858
GREENBELT SERVICE "'"i ditional Fumeral Serices
CENTER Traditional Funeral Services

Pre-Planned tuncrals

GASCH’S -

FMWVRIHOME,BA. » No Cost Consaltations

. Cremation

Visit us on the web: - Qut of Town Arrangements

WO, g‘dsch&t‘.()m

301-9277-6100

4739 Baltimore Avenue ¢ Iyattsville, MY 20781

« Memorial Services
« In Home Con=ulrutions
« Visa, MC, Amcrican Express

Town Center Realfy
and Renovations
Mike McAndrew
240-432-8233

53Q Ridge Rd.
2 BR with addition
$164,900

55-H Ridge Rd.
3 BD end, 2-story add.
$225,000

106 Tamarisk Ct.
Boxwood Single Family
$424,900
New low price!

22E Hillside Rd.
SOLD
2 BR end unit
$169,900

Ll 301-490-3763 el

u T
Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc. ®

159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

=

gt 301-982-2582 15T e The A

www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com
A.S.E.
Master Certified Technicians

A complete service facility equipped to
perform all service requirements that your
manufacturer recommends to comply with
Preventive Maintenance service sched-
ules & extended warranty programs! Also,
routine repairs that keep your vehicles
operating safely and reliably.

* Now Offering! -
Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians,
Insurance Claims Welcome.
l- Free estimates, please call for appointment -=

Need a physician quickly?

We're here when you need us, 365 days a year.

10452 Baltimore Ave, Beltsville, MD 20705 (1/2 mile north of IKEA)

www.securemedicalcare.com

URGENT CARE

Secure Medical Care

is open 365 days a year:
Mon-Fri, 8 am to 8 pm;
Weekends & Holidays,

10 am to 6 pm.

¢ No appointments
e No long waits
e On-site lab & x-ray

Services include:
e Treatment of minor
illnesses and accidents

* Physical exams and
drug screens for businesses
e DOT physical exams
e Immigration physical exams
* Treatment of on-the-job
injuries
e Travel immunizations

e Sports, camp, and school
physical exams

-
BN SecureMedicalCare

(301) 441-3355

Corner Lot - Backs To Woodlands - Addition, Too!

'UNDER CONTRACT:
oV P TN N S T T o, N . C;IOO

Honeymoon Cottage

Freshly painted with remos\?oﬂpgle-level living - no stairs!
Parquet wood flooring, stofige Teontanareniced garden. $160,000

Upper Level End Unit
1-Bedroom townhome with private stairway. Modern kitchen, refinished
hardwood floors, large yard with brick patio & storage shed. $116,900

2 Bedroom Townhome
GHI townhome with flat-top stove, built-in microwave and modern cabi-
nets. Updated bathroom, large shed in backyard and more. $159,900

Brick Townhome W/ Half-Bath On Main Level
Tastefully decorated 2-bedroom townhome with extra half-bath and
screened porch on the main level. Bright, modern kitchen. $220,000
Backs To Protected Woodlands

Rental
Enjoy living on the 4th Level of this townhome with 2 bedrooms
(fireplace, too!) and full bath. Just $850 per month; Utilities included.
Sunroom Addition and Large Workshop
This 2 bedroom townhome has French doors that open into large sun-
room. 8’ x 10’ garden house/workshop whower. Refin. floors. 174,900
One Bedroom Home - Under $100K!

GHI Upper Level Unit with oak hardwood flooring. Overlooks trees and
protected woodlands. Why rent when you can own for less? $99,900

Honeymoon Gottage
Charming cottage in large S ' sammasooperative. All new energy
efficient windows, washer 8 plnl living comfort. $160,000
Three Bedroom Townhome
Lovely townhome with sliding patio doors that open onto deck, shaded
yard and garden area. Remodeled kitchen; hardwood floors. $182,900
One Bedroom Home - Lower Level Unit
One level living - backs to large open space. Enjoy the birds and other
wildlife. Modern kitchen cabinets. Shed included, too! $119,500
Townhome With Addition
First-level addition with extra half-bath - room opens onto private deck.
Two bedrooms and remodeled bath upstairs. Modern kit. w/dishwasher.
Brick Townhome Near Genter of Greenbelt
Walk to Roosevelt Centersnstlbnom townhome in GHI. Re-
modeled bathroom; refinis/mes? S sl Sd¥f|00ring. Value! $218,900
Large Block Townhome With Vinyl Siding
Three bedroom townhome with modern kitchen and bathroom. Pergo
flooring in living room. Quality fixtures throughout home. $214,900
Value Priced
Bright, cheerful, sparkling 3 bedroom 1 bath in sought after Greenbelt
Homes. Beautiful hardwood floors, fresh paint, fenced yard. $164,900
Two Bedroom GHI towhome
Freshly painted throughout with new flat-top stove and modern refrigera-
tor. Fiberglass tub surround. Porch addition overlooks yard. $172,000
Brick Townhome
Large 11’ x 17" master bedroom, 2nd bedroom oak hardwood flooring &
bath on top level. Garden space & patio - outdoor enjoyment! $238,000
Clinton

4 br, 2 ba. Split foyer home located in Clinton Woods. Private Setting.
Owners have found their home of choice and reduced price - $299,900

Your Greenbelt Specialists =Y
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My kids are so great and their mates
are cool, too.

They enjoy life in everything they do!
My wonderful daughter Kristel

and her husband Shawn,

You are like two peas in a pod.

I know your marriage will go

on and on.

You deserve each other —

because you are both odd. LOL
Billy, you and your friend

are a lot of fun.

It’s important to spend time

with a special one.

Live, Love, & Laugh! Dad

Roses are red, except sometimes
they are pink or white,
and I saw a yellow one once,
but I didn’t like it much.
Love, Michael

I love you
Happy Valentine’s Day to: Leah
From: Dinah

Do you believe in chickens?
Me neither.
Love, Daddy

VIVIVVIVVVVVIVVIVVIVIVIVIVVVVIIYY
Dear L.B.B. — It took a long time &

a lot of heartache to finally find you.

I feel so lucky & blessed to be with you.
I look forward to many

happy days together.

Thanks for your unending patience

& love.

Happy Valentine’s Day! I love you!

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAS
K. & T. — Happy Valentine’s Day!
We love you!
Thanks for sticking with us through
thick & thin.
You are the best parents we could ever
hope for.

Love, Mel, Zu,

Donna Claire, Baby & Alex

0AAAA0044404040440404044040444444
Mum & Dad — Everyday that goes by
re-affirms how incredibly lucky I am
to be your daughter. The love & care
that you each show me is

something that can never be matched.
I am grateful and utterly blessed.

P.Pie
You’re the bestis!
Love, B.Bob

VIVIVVIVVIVVIVIVVIVIVIVIVIVIVVVYIIYY
“XOXOXO my Newfie —
your Pointy man.”

VYVVVVVVVVVVIVVVVIVVIVVIVIVYYY
Dearest Tati,
Of all the children in Old Greenbelt,
you’re the sweetest granddaughter
that could have been dealt!

Love, Grammie

Avis, | knew you were the one from the
start.
You came along and stole my heart.
You’re feisty, funny, and full of life
and soon we will be man and wife!
I love to come home to my sweet
and enjoy the delicious meals
you make to eat.
I hope you know from this poem
You’ve made my house into our home!
Through our lives we will face many
things
and we will grow together in many
ways.
I wanted you to have the most
beautiful rings and remember
every kiss (and sometimes more)
begins with Kays.

Love, Tom

ML

To JJ
Happy Valentine’s Day
and eleven-month B-day

Roses are red.

Violets are blue.

I love Kristen B

And young Allen B too.
Grandma

VYVVIVVVVVVVIVIVIVIVIVVIVIVVVIIYY
Love and respect to Sylvia J. Lewis
on our 50th Valentine’s Day!

Robert J. Lewis
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAS
JC LANDSCAPING
Wishes all our Greenbelt clients
Happy Valentine’s Day and
Happy Gardening & Landscaping.
We’re loving what we do for you.
Thanks

Happy Valentine’s Day
to Ellen and Bruce, Sandy and Tom
and lots of love

from Mom

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAS
When Dinah went out to play today
She found dandelions yellow and gay
And then when she came in tonight
The dandelions had turned to white.
Happy Valentine’s Day to my
dandelion hunter!

Love, Mommy

VIVVIVVIVVIVIVVIVIVIVIVIVVVVIYY

Sarah,

I really have the hunger.

I just wish I were a few years younger.

Good times happen by chance,

who knows, some day we may dance.
Happy Valentine’s, D

Happy Valentine’s Day, Elaine
and thanks for 40 past.
Happy Valentine’s Day,

John Henry

Dear Bill, of all the things
that ever happened to me,
You’re the best!
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Love, Shobha

Happy Valentine’s Day to all our
wonderful Greenbelt friends.
from Bill and Shobha

I don’t say it enough

I do say it some

But here for all to see

I love you, Shobha. Bill

To: Jay

From: Bea

It doesn’t really matter
wherever we roam,

as long as we’re together
we’ll always be “at home.”

0 AAAAAAA000404000400000000404
Janet, we thank you for making our
lives happier, healthier, and our behav-
ior better. Our moms and dads thank
you and also for your friendship.
A happy, happy Valentine’s Day from
our hearts to yours.
Hucklebear, Tchewba,
Aurora, Bella, Zoe, Tonka,
Leroy, Charlie, Reese, and
their people.

To Our Clan of Texans

Wishing You the Best!

Though You Be Far Away

Be Our Valentines
Grandma Gee and
Grandpa G.

VIVVVVVVVIVVVIVIVIVIVVIVIVVIVIYY
To my Sweetie —
Looking forward to spending the
week with you away from all the doc-
tors and their tests. The mountains
will be refreshing.

ML

Super Volunteer Clement Lau
Is a “Typical” Greenbelt Citizen

by Virginia Beauchamp

Greenbelt may not recognize
itself in the title of an article that
appeared in 2007 in Community
Magazine, a publication sponsored
by the Chinese Ministry of Civil
Affairs — “The Past and Present
of a Typical American Commu-
nity: the City of Greenbelt, Mary-
land.” If there’s one word we
would never use about ourselves
as a community — nor would our
fellow Americans — it would be
“typical.” But let that pass!

The article’s co-author — long-
time resident Clement Lau — says
that was the editor’s word. And
perhaps there’s nothing wrong
with describing what we see as
exemplary as merely everyday
quality if you want to make a
case for an American model to be
distributed in China.

Lau, who grew up in Hong
Kong, first moved with his fam-
ily into an apartment in Springhill
Lake when he became no longer
eligible for student housing after
graduating from the University of
Maryland with a master’s degree
in library science in 1990. Only
later, after discovering the munici-
pal swimming pool and enrolling
his two children on the swim
team, did Lau begin to focus on
the larger community that is the
city of Greenbelt.

One thing led to another and
by 1995 he was a member of the
city’s Advisory Committee on
Education, then an officer of the

Greenbelt Internet Access coopera-
tive, then an officer of the Aquatic
Boosters Club. By 2002 Lau was
a member of the city’s Park and
Recreation Advisory Board and a
year later the summer swim meet
manager for the Greenbelt swim
team. Now he’s a member of the
Community Emergency Response
Team.

He and his wife Jill had earlier
bought a house in the Lakewood
development behind the Baptist
Church, where they have lived
ever since. Both their children
are graduates of Eleanor Roos-
evelt High School and Joseph,
the younger, who was born in
Prince George’s County, is now
a student at the University of
Maryland. Their daughter Mala-
sia is currently a college student
in Taiwan.

Library Volunteer

Since 1999 Lau has been as-
sistant director for technical ser-
vices and administration at the
Law Library of the University of
Baltimore, a field of service he
began as a student assistant at the
University of Maryland and before
that in Taiwan.

So what is his new area of ser-
vice as a volunteer in Greenbelt?
Would anyone be surprised to find
him helping out with the newly
relocated Fred S. DeMarr Library
of Prince George’s County History
right here in the local branch of
the county library? Every other

Saturday he sits behind the main
desk welcoming an increasing
number of visitors to the first-
floor facility but also, when not
otherwise occupied, sorting the
contents of previously unopened
boxes of books or papers that had
been unexamined for years.

Duplicate books, he says, are
set aside for sale but others, to
be kept, need their Library of
Congress call numbers affixed and
suitable placement on the shelves.
Papers, of course, need appropri-
ate filing.

At other busman’s holiday
times, Lau also volunteers at the
media center at Eleanor Roosevelt
High School.

But what is this Apple Tree
Library Foundation in Sunnyvale,
Cal., for which he has been an
advisor since 2006? The title may
disguise its true function but, for
Lau, it pulls together his two areas
of commitment — the enrichment
of children’s lives and the build-
ing of libraries. This organization
provides new English language
books for children that are sent
for distribution in China.

Volunteerism is not a Chinese
tradition, Lau says; folks are too
busy supporting the concerns and
needs of their family members.
He alone of his family settled
in the United States where he
learned this new way of living.
Four brothers and two sisters, he
says, remain in Hong Kong.

QOMES INC

GREENBELT

-

THE COOPERATINE

CommuniTy

ATTENTION
GHI MEMBERS

You are invited to join an

ELECTRIC BUYING
COOPERATIVE

Sponsored by GHI &
The Baltimore-Washington Corridor
Chamber of Commerce

An informational meeting will be held

Tuesday, March 3rd, 2009

7:30 p.m.

At the Greenbelt Community Center
Multipurpose Room

Plan now to attend to find out how
You can participate
And save $$$ on your electric bill.




