
News Review
G R E E N B E LG R E E N B E LG R E E N B E LG R E E N B E LG R E E N B E L TTTTT

An Independent Newspaper

VOL. 68, No. 10 15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100, Greenbelt, MD 20770-1887 JANUARY 27, 2005

What Goes On

See CLOSURE, page 12

Summit Coalition Reviews Top
Four Environmental Issues

by Marat Moore

by Carol Griffith

Greenbriar Condominiums
Complete Renovations

See DAVIS, page 6
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Mayor Davis Now Heads
Council of Governments

See GREENBRIAR, page 6

Reporter Meets Pilot's Son;
Together They Seek Closure

by Timothy G. Smith

See SUMMIT, page 6

Part 4

On January 17, the Citizens’
Campaign for the Environment, a
statewide network, sponsored the
11th Annual Environmental Sum-
mit in the Miller Senate building
in Annapolis, where more than
300 concerned citizens heard
legislators address legislative pri-
orities to protect the state’s envi-
ronment in 2005.  The coalition
includes the Maryland League of
Conservation Voters, Chesapeake
Bay Foundation, 1000 Friends of
Maryland, the Sierra Club and
other groups.

In the opening weeks of the
90-day legislative session, the
four top environmental issues are
protection of the state’s public
lands (“open space”), air pollu-
tion, clean cars and transporta-
tion equity – using transportation
funds efficiently and equitably on
projects that will benefit all of the
state.   Bills will be introduced in
all four areas during the 2005 leg-
islative session.  The coalition
opposes construction of the In-
tercounty Connector (ICC) as in-
effective in solving traffic prob-
lems, costly and destructive to

the environment.
Participants heard remarks

from Senate President Mike Miller,
Speaker of the House Mike
Busch, Department of Environ-
ment Secretary Kendl Philbrick,
the chairs of the Senate and
House environmental committees,
Senator Paula Hollinger and Del-
egate Maggie MacIntosh. Numer-
ous other legislators were in the
audience.

“Being good to the environ-
ment is being good to the
economy,” said Speaker of the
House Michael Busch.

Referring to the Open Space
program, he added, “Maryland
has one of the most comprehen-
sive land preservation programs
in the U.S.  It’s a model for other
states.  We need to go back to
that blueprint and protect our en-
vironmentally sensitive lands.”

The keynote speaker was Eric
Schaeffer, a former head of en-
forcement for the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), who re-
signed in protest in 2002 after
the White House enacted
changes that weakened the

agency’s ability to enforce anti-
pollution laws.  Schaeffer, who
lives in Takoma Park, formed a
nonprofit group, the Environmen-
tal Integrity Project, that uses ad-
vocacy and original research to
improve enforcement of federal
environmental laws.

“Maryland is behind the
curve on the Clean Air Act, espe-
cially its power plants,” Schaeffer
told the crowd.  Three-quarters of
the state’s energy comes from
high-sulfur coal without “scrub-
bers” on the smokestacks.

“In 2004, 268,000 tons of
sulfur dioxide were released in
Maryland,” he said.  “That’s a
reduction of less than five per-
cent in 15 years.”  Sulfur dioxide
causes acid rain and reacts with
ammonia in the atmosphere to
create fine particulates, which
Schaeffer said “you could put
next to drunk driving in terms of
its public impact.”

According to the EPA, air
pollution caused by six power
plants in Maryland cost $2.6 bil-

Saturday, January 29
9 a.m. to noon, Electronics Recycling, Buddy Attick Park

Wednesday, February 2
7 p.m., Meeting on Revitalized Springhill Lake Com-
munity, SHL residents only, SHL Elementary School
auditorium

Thursday, February 3
7 p.m., Meeting on Revitalized Springhill Lake Com-
munity, Greenbelt-wide community, SHL Elementary
School auditorium

The reporter searches on the
ground, researches through the
Navy’s records and obtains a
copy of a newspaper article with
a photo of the crash site, now a
cleared farm field he had al-
ready searched.  Disappointed
there would be no wrecked
plane, he still has questions to
answer and closure to find.

I was still awaiting word on
my search permits from the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Service
and NASA when I received a call
from Holliday Obrecht.  Obrecht
was a longtime employee of the
National Fish and Wildlife Service
who had heard about my activi-
ties through the grapevine.  He
had worked at the Beltsville site
since the late seventies and was
very familiar with the area.  He

also was a light plane pilot who
had actually flown into the
Beltsville Airfield before it was
closed.

Obrecht said he had heard
stories about the crashed plane
from World War II but was sure
the wreckage was removed al-
most immediately afterward.  He
couldn’t shed any more light on
the incident I was researching
but he gave me the name of
Pete Godwin, an old friend of
his, who possibly could.

I called Godwin and asked
about the World War II crash.
He only had second-hand infor-
mation.  He was working at the
site of the water table contamina-
tion experiment 10 or 12 years
ago when an old man stopped
by and struck up a conversation.

They talked for an hour or so.
The old man had worked at the
nearby Hayden Farm when it was
a dairy long ago and he wanted
to share stories about all the
things that had happened.

One of those stories was
about the plane that crashed dur-
ing the war.  He remembered
many details:  the fire, the injured
and dead and the crash location.
He indicated where the wreckage
came to rest on one of the farm
fields and even pointed out signs
of damage to the tree line
caused by the crash.  Godwin
could not remember the old
man’s name and, since he had
appeared to be in his late eight-
ies 10 or 12 years ago, he was
reasonably certain the old man
was dead by now.  The location
given by the old man was one
more confirmation of the map
position I had estimated for the
site of the crash.

I was beginning to accept the
fact that the aircraft wreckage
was gone, removed shortly after
it crashed, but I had one last
question: what is the source of
the rumor that wreckage of a
DC-3 was in the woods near the
airfield?

Godwin had an answer for that
one as well.  He said that during

The Metropoli-
tan Washington
Council of Govern-
ments (COG) on
January 12 elected
Greenbelt’s Mayor
Judith Davis to
chair its board of
directors.  The
board also ap-
pointed two vice
chairs, Arlington
County Board
Member G.N. Jay
Fissette and  Dis-
trict of Columbia
Mayor Anthony Williams and
several chairs of policy commit-
tees.

COG is an organization of
Washington-area governments
and representatives from state
legislatures.  Its mission is to en-
hance the quality of life and
competitive advantages of the
area in the global economy.  This
is accomplished through consen-
sus building and policy making
as well as implementing intergov-
ernmental policies and plans and
providing information.  Most is-
sues are recognized as requiring a
long-term vision and commitment
to action.

In 1957, the cities of College
Park, Rockville and Takoma Park
were among the founders of
COG.  Greenbelt and Gaithers-
burg joined in the 60s.  Many of

these cities could
not join today due
to a base population
requirement.  COG
membership now in-
cludes jurisdictions
in Maryland, Virginia
and Washington,
D.C.

Davis says she is
“glad that Greenbelt
had the foresight to
add its voice to the
regional discussion”
and assist in adding
a small-city view-

point to COG.  She notes that
she is the second person from
Greenbelt to be honored with the
chair position, former Mayor Gil
Weidenfeld was the first.

Issues
Davis explains that though

many of the same issues are be-
ing addressed today as in earlier
years, such as growth and traffic,
there are currently added con-
cerns.  These include homeland
security, air quality and the
Chesapeake Bay.   Davis adds
that the Chesapeake Bay issues
were initially addressed only by
a panel but now by a full com-
mittee with more input and influ-
ence.

Davis said that it is “quite an
honor” to be elected chair of the

The Greenbriar Condomini-
ums on Hanover Parkway has a
bright, fresh new look after the
recent renovation but the “real
story,” according to Steve Bupp,
owner and president of Condo-
minium Ventures, Inc. (CVI), is
that “15 independent-minded
people made an agreement and
stuck with it, with the intent of
seeing the project through from
start to finish.”

The lobby of each of the 50
buildings was paneled in part
and repainted a lighter color
with an arch design added
around the mailboxes and bulle-
tin board.  The railings leading
up and down the stairways were
changed to a new design and
light color and there are new
stair treads. New carpet with a
long life expectancy has been
installed throughout the common
areas as well as new tile floors
around the trash room and its
entrance on terrace levels.  In ev-
ery building new recessed light-
ing occurs on the top floor and
in one building every floor has
been renovated to include re-
cessed lighting.  The common ar-
eas are much brighter while using
less energy because of the reflec-
tive quality of the new lights and

wall treatments.
The entrances to individual

units now look very different.
The new carpet includes areas
of special doormat-like material
in front of each door.  New trim
around each door and brass
kickplates, knockers and peep-
holes are visually appealing.

This project owes a great deal
to Larry Noda, a professional
real estate appraiser and Phase I
president.  In the course of his
business he had the idea of reno-
vating Greenbriar, originally
planned as a rental community
in 1973-74 and constructed be-
ginning with Phase I in 1974.
The two subsequent phases be-
gan in 1976 and 1978.

Noda took pictures of projects
he liked and brought them back
to the boards of each phase with
a questionnaire in 1998 to as-
sess interest in renovation.  As
enough interest was expressed,
the next step was to hold meet-
ings with the residents who fa-
vored the idea and decided to
move forward with the plan.

An architect, Rohit Anand of
Design Concepts Architects, was
hired after submitting ideas for

Greenbelt Mayor
Judith Davis
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Week of Jan. 28

OLD GREENBELT
THEATRE

301-474-9744 • 301-474-9745
129 Centerway

www.pgtheatres.com

Friday
*4:50, 7:30, 9:55

Saturday
*2:15, *4:50, 7:30, 9:55

 Sunday
*2:15, *4:50, 7:30

Monday-Thursday
*5:00, 7:30

These shows at $5.00
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Grin Belt

"Jerome, are you upset because the ICC might

uproot this maple tree or because your football

team is not going to the Super Bowl?"
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GREENBELT VIDEO
301-441-9446

114 Centerway, Roosevelt Center
Mon-Sat 9am-9pm   Sun Noon-9pm

Special Orders for All Occasions
We Can Find It

New Titles Every Week
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Ice Raiders Hold
Lead in League

by Ken Fox
In the game on January 21 the

Eleanor Roosevelt Ice Raiders
squad went 7-2 in Maryland
Scholastic Hockey League compe-
tition with a 6-4 victory over the
Ryken Knights from St. Mary’s
County.  (Roosevelt's record
changed to 8-1 after a loss be-
came a win as a result of a for-
feiture.)  The Ice Raiders skated
to a 4-0 lead in the first 19 min-
utes of play and then led to the
finish.

Mike Kerdock topped the
Raiders’ scoring with two goals
and two assists, team captain
Matt Fox and forward Alyssa
Walker each tallied one goal and
one assist, and assistant captains
Tony Buemi and Dan Adkins
each notched a single goal.
Raider goalie Josh Harab had 25
saves.

On Monday, January 24 the
Raiders scored two historic firsts
at Bowie Ice Arena when they
beat Bowie High School (BHS)
and extended their winning
record to 9-1.

The ERHS v. Bowie ice
hockey game was shortened by
10 minutes because of schedul-
ing and refereeing glitches.  The
winning goal was scored by
Mike Roberts with assists from
team captain Fox and forward
Kerdock with 25 seconds remain-
ing in the second full period of
play.  Kerdock had scored three
goals earlier.  Fox and Harab also
tallied one each.  Further assists
were credited to Fox (2), Kerdock
(2), Thomas Schwenn and Andy
Somich.

Bowie co-captain Evan Guinn
and defenseman John Constable
each scored two goals and for-
ward David Austin scored one.
Assists went to Austin, Gwinn,
Navid Marvi, Jonathan Monroe
and Mike Vaughan.  ERHS
goalie Grant Mitchell made 24
saves.  BHS goalie David New-
ton stopped 19 shots.

Bowie public access cable TV
channel 77 will telecast the game
as a special by “Science Links.”

Folk Music, Sculpture Show
Headlines Artful Afternoon

The city’s next
Artful Afternoon, to
be held at the
Greenbelt Commu-
nity Center on Sun-
day, February 6 from
1 to 5 p.m., will fea-
ture songs and stories
by Sparky and
Rhonda Rucker.  Art-
ists’ exhibits and a
reception for the new
Shayna Skolnik ex-
hibit in the Munici-
pal Building are also
scheduled.

According to folk
singer Pete Seeger,
“Sparky Rucker is
unique!  He’ll make
you glad to be
alive.”  Sparky and
Rhonda Rucker will
perform free at the
next Artful Afternoon
in their show, “He-
roes and Hard Times:
A Black Folk Odys-
sey.”

Scheduled at 3 p.m. at the
Community Center, the show is a
journey of songs and stories
through 400 years of African-
American cultural and folk his-
tory from slavery and the Under-
ground Railroad to the birth of
the blues and the Civil Rights
movement.  Sparky’s deft guitar,
banjo and spoons-playing blends
like a charm with Rhonda’s har-
monica and voice.   This show is
suitable for all ages.

Sculpture Exhibit
In the Gallery see Bruce

Gugliuzza’s vibrant wood sculp-
ture evoking spores and other-
wise out-of-sight creatures.
Larger than one would expect,
Gugliuzza’s pieces bring to mind
questions of “What could that be
inspired by?” and “How ever did
he create it?”  Add to wonder
about life by seeing this show.

The show continues through
February 16 in the Community
Center Gallery (open from 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m., seven days a week,
except when the room is re-
served).  The artist’s reception
will be held during the Artful Af-
ternoon from 3 to 5 p.m. in the
Gallery.

A free, hands-on art project
for attendees of all ages will be
held earlier in the Community
Center studios from 1 to 3 p.m.

Watercolors
The new show at the Munici-

pal Building Gallery is called
“Cafe Olé: Watercolors by
Shayna Sara Skolnik.”  Those
who have sat at a café or restau-
rant casually observing the other
patrons stirring their coffee, read-
ing the morning paper or chat-
ting with the waiters will relate
to this show.  Skolnik explores
this aspect of everyday life in
her new series of paintings in
watercolor and watercolor with
ink.  The series is the culmina-
tion of three years’ work; most of

the paintings are based on actual
places in southern Spain, where
the artist resides for part of the
year.  The show will be on view
through February 28 at the Mu-
nicipal Building Gallery, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
whenever the room is not re-
served.  The artist’s reception will
be held during the Artful After-
noon from 2 to 4 p.m.

Other Activities
Throughout the afternoon

from 1 to 5 p.m. artists will be
creating artwork in the working
studios of the artists-in-residence
on the third floor of the Commu-
nity Center.  Studios are also
open for visiting when artists are
working throughout the week.
This is a great time for artists
who are interested in applying for
studio space to view the location,
as applications are now available
for the artist-in-residence pro-
gram.

For historic perspectives on
Greenbelt, enjoy guided tours
from 1 to 5 p.m. of the historic
home at 10-B Crescent Road op-
erated by the Greenbelt Museum.
Also visit the museum’s exhibit
at the Community Center, “Living
the Healthy Life,” which explores
the history of sport, health and
fitness in the New Deal Era.
This exhibit is open 9 a.m. to 10
p.m. daily.

Artful Afternoons are held the
first Sunday of every month
from 1 to 5 p.m. at the
Greenbelt Community Center,
15 Crescent Road.  Artful After-
noon programs are a suitable
outing for families and people
of all ages as well as an intro-
duction to the many programs
and classes available through
the City of Greenbelt’s Depart-
ment of Recreation.

For more information call
Barbara Dickey Davis at 240-
542-2062.

Sparky and Rhonda Rucker will perform
"Heroes and Hard Times: A Black Folk Od-
yssey" on Sunday at 3 p.m. at the Community
Center.

Nature Tots
Features Squirrels

Children ages 3 to 4 are in-
vited to “Nature Tots: Bright-
Eyed and Bushy-Tailed,” an in-
teractive program about squirrels
on Sunday, January 30 from
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 1 to 2
p.m. at the National Wildlife
Visitor’s Center of the Patuxent
Research Refuge.  The program
is free but reservations must be
made by calling 301-497-5887.

The National Wildlife Visitor’s
Center is located on Powder Mill
Road between the Baltimore-
Washington Parkway and Route
197.

Help the Bluebirds
At the Nature Center

Help naturalists maintain blue-
bird nest boxes and kestrel trails
and learn to identify different
kinds of bird eggs and baby
birds at the Nest Box Work Day
on Saturdays, February 5 and 26
from 1 to 4 p.m.  These are out-
door activities, so dress for the
weather and bring a bag lunch.
Meet at Clearwater Nature Center,
located at 11000 Thrift Road,
Clinton for a vanpool to various
locations.  Reservations are re-
quired.  Teens, ages 14 and up,
can earn community service
hours. For information call
Clearwater Nature Center at 301-
297-4575, TTY 301-699-2544.

SHL Revitalization
Community Meetings

Two meetings will be held
next week concerning plans for
the revitalization of Springhill
Lake.

On Wednesday, February 2
residents of Springhill Lake are
invited by the owners of the
complex to hear a presentation
on their future plans.  A question
and answer session will follow.

On Thursday, February 3 the
wider Greenbelt community is
invited to a similar meeting.
Both meetings will be held at 7
p.m. in the Springhill Lake El-
ementary School.  (See ad on
page 3.)
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Community Events

by Matt Schultz and Bill Varettoni

A Reading:  Letters Home
From the Ukraine

Greenbelt Arts Center Presents

Cole Porter's

You Never Know
January 28, 29, February 4, 5 at 8 p.m.

Sun., January 30 at 5 p.m.
Sun., February 6 at 2 p.m.

Tickets $15/Students & Seniors $12

Greeenbelt Arts Center
123 Centerway (next to the Post Office)

Reservations:  301-441-8770
www.greenbeltartscenter.org

Community Meeting
Concerning a Revitalized

Springhill Lake
Apartment Investment and Management Company (AIMCO),
owner of Springhill Lake Apartments, will host a community
meeting to discuss its vision for the 157-acre community in
Greenbelt, Maryland, and to hear the community’s ideas.

Springhill Lake, with construction begun in 1963, is in need of
renovation. AIMCO is considering a totally new community
which provides an historic opportunity to rebuild the area using
the best planning techniques. Mike Watkins from the firm
Duany Plater-Zyberk and Company (DPZ) will present the vision
for the community and answer questions. Springhill Lake
management also will be available for questions.

WHEN: Thursday, February 3 at 7 p.m.

WHERE: Springhill Lake Elementary School Auditorium

6060 Springhill Drive

Greenbelt, MD 20770

INFORMATION: Call 301-474-1602, X16.

Special Education
Public Forum

The Special Education PEER
Committee reviews issues and
recommends improvements to
better meet the needs of special
education students.  The commu-
nity is encouraged to share their
suggestions for the Special Edu-
cation Program in Prince George’s
County by participating in their
upcoming forum on February 2
at 7 p.m. at Eleanor Roosevelt
High School, 7601 Hanover Park-
way.  To register to speak, call
301-952-6336 the day of the
hearing.

Rid Greenbelt Park
Of Invasive Plants

Help remove invasive plants
from Greenbelt Park. Meet at the
Sweetgum Picnic Area at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, February 5.  This is
a hands on nature activity for all
ages.  Dress warmly and bring
gloves and water.  For more in-
formation call 301-344-3944 or
visit the park’s website at http://
www.nps.gov/gree.

ACE Club Workshop
Is Huge Success

Twenty-two 7th and 8th grade
students attended a Creative
Writing Workshop hosted by the
ACE Reading Club at Greenbelt
Middle School on January 12.
There were interactive writing
exercises as well as lecture and
discussion.  The workshop was
held to encourage students to en-
ter this year’s ACE Reading Club
Youth Writing Contest.  The
workshop generated ideas for fu-
ture writing projects.  It was such
a success that the club plans to
hold a workshop again next year
in partnership with Wayne Davis,
a guidance counselor at
Greenbelt Middle School.

Info Offered
On MSA Tests

On February 1 from 7 to 8
p.m. the Greenbelt Elementary
School PTA is having a presenta-
tion on the upcoming Maryland
School Assessment (MSA) tests.
Peggy Harrington, from the
Prince George’s County Public
Schools, will give the presenta-
tion and take questions at
Greenbelt Elementary School, 66
Ridge Road.  For directions call
301-513-5911.

At the Library
Tuesday, February 1, 10:30

a.m. – Storytime, newborns to 24
months with caregiver.  Limited
to 15 babies.

Wednesday, February 2, 10:30
a.m. – Storytime for ages 14 to
36 months with caregiver, limit
15.

Thursday, February 3, 10:30
a.m. – Storytime for ages 3 to 5,
limit 20.

Service Projects
At Greenbelt Park

Greenbelt Park has service
projects available for Scouts and
other groups.  Cleanup projects
are one of many opportunities
for groups or companies to help.
Greenbelt Park’s entrance is lo-
cated between Kenilworth Avenue
and the Baltimore-Washington
Parkway at 6565 Greenbelt Road.

For more information, call
Park Ranger Kevin P. Barry at
301-344-3944.

ACE Is Looking
For Young Writers

Time is running out to enter
the Third Annual ACE Reading
Club Youth Writing Contest.
Students in grades 6 through 12
who live or attend school in
Greenbelt are eligible to enter
the writing contest, which fo-
cuses on poetry and short fiction.
The theme for this year’s contest
is “New Beginnings.”  There are
two divisions: Junior (grades 6
through 8) and Senior (grades 9
through 12).  Cash prizes will be
awarded to the top three selec-
tions in each division.  Entries
are due by February 28 and
should be addressed to ACE
Reading Club, Greenbelt
CARES, 25 Crescent Road,
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

There is no charge to enter
the contest.  Questions should be
directed to Liz Murray, coordina-
tor of the ACE Reading Club, by
phone at 301-345-6660 or by email
at lmurray@greenbeltmd.gov.

The ACE Reading Club is a
community-based reading pro-
gram originally established
through a grant acquired by the
Greenbelt Advisory Committee on
Education and now funded by
the City of Greenbelt.

The Explorations Unlimited
program for Friday, February 4 is
titled “The Rise of Invasive Or-
namentals: Plant Collecting and
Landscape Traditions.”  It will
be presented by John Peter Th-
ompson at 1 p.m. in the Green-
belt Community Center Senior
Classroom.  Thompson will
briefly cover Western garden tra-
ditions and talk about their ori-
gins in the “Garden of Eden.”
He will discuss how fads in gar-
dening were encouraged by plant
collection/exploration and how
those fashions in turn encouraged
more exploration.  Various trends
– the search for “new,” the de-
sire to have one’s own English
estate and the infringement of the
suburbs into the country have re-
sulted in some ornamentals es-
caping cultivation and causing
problems for natural lands man-
agers.  The need to plant the
“right plant in the right place”
requires that gardening profes-
sionals and the gardening public
carefully evaluate what they are
planting.  Thompson distin-
guishes between the native
plants gardening movement and
the problems posed by invasive
plants.

Thompson is president, C.E.O.
and chairman of the board of the
Behnke Nurseries Company. The
company was founded in 1930
by Thompson’s grandparents,
Albert and Rose Behnke.  Th-
ompson has a diverse back-
ground.  He spent most of his
childhood learning to garden
from his grandfather, one weed at
a time.  He attended the Univer-
sity of Maryland majoring in
music and languages and his
pastime is history.  After a stint
in the restaurant business he re-
turned to Behnke Nurseries in
1988.  He spent a number of
years at the growing facility
where he oversaw the perennial
production and sales and then
moved to the business offices in
Beltsville.

In addition to directing the
company, Thompson is very ac-

Explore Landscaping with an Expert
tive in community organizations
such as the Prince George’s
County Chamber of Commerce,
the Friends of the Library, the
Laurel Hospital, the Union Cem-
etery and the United Communi-
ties Against Poverty among other
things.  He is a frequent lecturer
at the University of Maryland
Senior University where he pre-
sents courses on topics as di-
verse as the History of the Pa-
pacy, the First Ladies, Modern
Music and the History of the Su-
preme Court.

Over the past few years Th-
ompson has become quite knowl-
edgeable of the issues surround-
ing invasive plants and the as-
pects that affect the green indus-
try.  He is president of the Mary-
land Nursery and Landscape As-
sociation (MNLA) committee on
invasive plants.  He represents
MNLA as a nursery representa-
tive to the Maryland Invasive
Species Council.  He also repre-
sents MNLA as a member of the
Mid-Atlantic Exotic Pest Plant
Council, for which he is a found-
ing board member and currently
serves as president.  Thompson
was recently appointed to the In-
vasive Species  Advisory Com-
mittee which advises the White
House on invasive species issues.
He is also the nursery industry
representative to the Chesapeake
Landscape Council which advo-
cates landscaping that is benefi-
cial to the Chesapeake Bay.

His goal is to act as a chan-
nel between nursery and environ-
mental groups with the hope that
they can work together to both
fight and prevent what are essen-
tially weed problems in natural
areas.

Explorations Unlimited is a
speaker series held every Friday
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
Greenbelt Community Center.
This presentation will be held in
the Senior Classroom.  Every-
one is welcome to attend and
questions are always encour-
aged.  Call 301-397-2208 for
more information.

Goddard Hosts
“Eyes on the Sky”

In honor of the World Year of
Physics 2005, NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center invites
people to a special series of lec-
tures and discussions on cosmol-
ogy and astrophysics with some
of the world’s leading scientists.
These lectures “Eyes on the Sky
– Peeking into the Universe’s
Past, Fathoming the Future” are
open to the public but are geared
toward the high school/college
level and above.

All lectures will take place on
Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. from
February 10 through May 12 at
NASA Goddard’s Visitor Center.
While the events are free, regis-
tration is required.

For more information on
“Eyes on the Sky” or to register
for an event, visit http://
u n i v e r s i t y. g s f c . n a s a . g o v /
eyeonthesky/ or call 301-286-8102.

The first lecture will be on
February 10.  It features scientist
Mike Turner, University of Chi-
cago, National Science Founda-
tion, who will talk on “Beyond
Einstein: Eleven Science Ques-
tions for the New Century.”

Bill and I met in Chicago in the
summer of 2000 during the staging
of Peace Corps Ukraine group
number 18.  Staging is the time
when all members of a Peace Corps
group get together to sign forms
and meet each other before depart-
ing for their country of service.
Traveling from Chicago to Kiev
was a harbinger of the chaotic na-
ture that my life would take on for
the next two years.  Our plane was
delayed in Chicago due to heavy
thundershowers and we missed our
connecting flight from London.  We
ended up in Moscow briefly al-
though none of us had Russian vi-
sas.  Luckily a member of our
group spoke Russian and was able
to explain the situation to the au-
thorities in Sheremetyevo Airport.
When we finally arrived in Kiev
we were exhausted and fell into our
beds.  The next trip was down “a
central transportation artery” to
Cherkassy, in central Ukraine.  The
“artery” turned out to be a two-lane
highway.  At least it seemed to be
a two-lane highway.  There was no
central yellow line and no white
lines on the edges.  Our bus would
pass a slower vehicle such as a
horse-drawn cart stacked high with
vegetables or hay.  Oblivious to on-
coming traffic, I learned that there
actually was space for three lanes
on the “highway.”

After our time in central
Ukraine, Bill went east almost to

the Russian border, to Kharkiv
which was briefly the capital of
Ukraine after WWII.

I went west, to the beautiful
spiritual homeland of Ukraine,
where churches still stood and the
Ukrainian language was revered.
My destiny was not to be the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Market Square Lviv, famous for
architectural masterpieces of the
16th and 17th centuries.  No, it
was humble Sosnivka, a mining
town carved out of lovely pine
woods.

I learned to love Sosnivka de-
spite the black smoke belching
out of the two mines and the
humongous coal processing plant
that at times made it tough to
breathe.  I loved Sosnivka despite
the cruel irony that sometimes in
winter, we didn’t have enough coal
to heat the school where I taught
English.  Our town was Sosnivka
and it wasn’t our place to com-
plain, even though practically the
entire male population of the town
worked in the coal mines . . . .

For more stories from Ukraine,
come to the New Deal Café on
February 2 from 7 to 8 p.m. and
hear the authors read excerpts
from letters that they wrote home
during their service in Ukraine
from 2000 to 2002.  After the
readings there will be time for
questions about Peace Corps ser-
vice.
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UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Daniel Hamlin, Pastor

Greenbelt Community Church

Hillside & Crescent Roads
Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings

www.greenbelt.com/gccucc/
Sunday Worship

10:15 a.m.

"A church of the open mind, the warm heart,
the aspiring soul, and the social vision..."

Paint Branch Unitarian
Universalist Church
3215 Powder Mill Road,

Beltsville/Adelphi (301-937-3666)
Welcomes you to our open,

nurturing community
January 30, 10 a.m.

“In the Footsteps of a Goddess"
Meghan and Cathleen Barnes

and Eva Domater with
Kathleen Davis, worship associate

Barbara Wells ten Hove,
Jaco B. ten Hove,

co-ministers

7010 Glenn Dale Road 
(Lanham-Severn Road & Glenn Dale Road) 
301-262-3285 | rector@stgeo.org | www.stgeo.org 

Sundays:   8:00 am Simple, quiet Mass 
   9:00 am Christian education for all ages 
 10:00 am Sung Mass with organ and folk 

music, ASL interpreted 
   1:30 pm Signed Mass (last Sunday of each  

month only) 
Wednesdays:   7:00 pm Simple, quiet Mass 

A
n
 i
n
cl

u
si

v
e
 c

o
n
g
re

g
a
ti
o
n
! 

PRAY
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BRYAN
Paid Advertising

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church
40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt

301-474-9410    www.gbgm-umc.org/mowatt

Rev. DaeHwa Park, Pastor

       Sunday School 9:45 am       Worship Service 11:00 am

ST. HUGH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD  20770

301-474-4322

Mass Schedule:
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m., 5:00 p.m.

Daily Mass:  7:15 a.m.
Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday 3:45-4:45 p.m.

Pastor:  Fr. Walter J. Tappe
Pastoral Associate:  Fr. R. Scott Hurd

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
6905 Greenbelt Road • 301-345-5111

Sunday  8:00 a.m.    Worship Service
 8:45 a.m.            Fellowship
 9:15 a.m.            Sunday School
 9:15 a.m.            Bible Class
10:30 a.m.            Worship

Wednesday  7:30 p.m.    Evening Worship

Fax 301-220-0694 • E-mail myholycross@verizon.net

"You must turn attention more
earnestly to the betterment of
the conditions of the poor.  Do
not be satisfied until each one
with whom you are concerned
is to you as a member of your
family.  Regard each one either
as a father, or as a brother, or
as a sister, or as a mother, or
as a child.  If you can attain to

this, your difficulties will vanish,
you will know what to do."
– Baha'i Sacred Writings

Baha'i Faith

  www.us.bahai.org                   www.us.bahai.org

Greenbelt Baha’i Community
P.O. Box 245

Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-345-2918      301-220-3160

Catholic
Community
of Greenbelt

SUNDAY MASS, 10:00 AM
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

SERVE BREAKFAST
AT S.O.M.E.

Sunday, January 30, 2005

Meet at St. Hugh's School
Parking Lot, 6:00 AM

Paul J. Heffernan
Paul John Heffernan, 66, died

Tuesday, January 18, 2005, of ar-
teriosclerotic cardiovascular dis-
ease at his home on Hillside
Road.  Mr. Heffernan was born in
River Vale, N.J., in 1939.  He
grew up in Harrington Park, N.J.,
and graduated from Dumont
High School.  He attended the
Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C., where he
graduated with honors as a mem-
ber of Phi Beta Kappa in 1962.
He earned a master’s degree in
electrical engineering at Johns
Hopkins University and joined
the staff of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration
in the 1960s when it was still a
young organization.

Mr. Heffernan worked at
Goddard Space Flight Center as
an aerospace engineer in the  de-
velopment and deployment of
communications satellites, most
recently with the Tracking and
Data Relay Satellites (TDRS) pro-
gram, sometimes nicknamed
“NASA’s switchboard in the sky.”
His work fascinated him and
gave him opportunities to travel
both throughout the United
States and abroad.  He received a
number of awards including
NASA’s medal for exceptional
service.

Mr. Heffernan had a passion
for music.  He was a skilled fla-
menco and classical guitarist.
He studied and performed in the
Washington, D.C., and San Fran-
cisco areas.  His connections
with the Spanish music and
dance community brought him a
unique opportunity in 1962 to
host a party at his parents’ home
in Harrington Park at which leg-
endary flamenco dancer Carmen
Amaya, along with Amor and
Fernando Sirvent, Gabriel Ruiz,
Paco Amaya, Antonio Pucherete
and a troupe of dancers and gui-
tarists, danced until sunup.  Mr.
Heffernan traveled frequently to
Spain, visiting family and touch-
ing base with gypsy heirs of fla-
menco throughout Andalusia.

He is survived by his sisters
Constance McGann of Teaneck,
N.J.; Elaine Heffernan of
Greenbelt; Margaret Heffernan
Jimenez of Cordoba, Spain; and
Nancy Williams of Monterey,
Cal.; and by many nieces and
nephews in New Jersey, New
York, Florida, California, Con-

necticut and in Madrid, Huelva
and Cordoba, Spain, and by a
growing number of great nieces
and nephews.  He was preceded
in death by his parents Paul and
Margaret Heffernan of Harrington
Park, N.J.

Friends may visit on Friday,
January 28 between 2 and 4 p.m.
and 7 and 9 p.m. at the Becker
Funeral Home, 219 Kinderkamack
Road, Westwood, NJ 07675.  In-
terment will be on Saturday, Janu-
ary 29 after an 11 a.m. service at
the Becker Home.

Dorothy L. Powers
Former Greenbelter Dorothy

Louise Powers, 87, died Tuesday,
January 18, 2005, at Kingston
Nursing Home Center, Conway,
S.C.

Mrs. Powers was born in Wash-
ington, D.C., a daughter of Archie
Nelson and Rosabelle Knott Flynn.
She and her husband Eugene M.
Powers and family lived at 10-C
Southway from the late 50s to the
early 80s.  Mrs. Powers lived in
Ocean Lakes, S.C., for 20 years.
She loved to play bingo.

Her husband and son Gene
Flynn preceded her in death.

She is survived by daughter
Dorothy Leaman and husband
Mark of Conway, S.C.; sons John
Powers and wife Judy of Frederick,
Md., and James Powers and wife
Debbie of Edgewater, Md.; five
grandchildren, Gene-vieve Leaman
of Spartanburg, S.C., Tim Powers
of Chicago; Scott Powers,
Edgewater, Md.; Wendy Osiki,
Manassas, Va.; and Caren Knull,
Winchester, Va.; three great-grand-
children, Colleen, Patrick and Sean
Osiki, Manassas, Va.

An online guest book is avail-
able by visiting http://
www.goldfinchfuneralhome.com.
Goldfinch Funeral Home, Conway
Chapel, is in charge of arrange-
ments.

No services are planned.

Obituaries

Derin – Munk
Rachel Beth Derin, daughter of Stephen and Amy Derin,

exchanged wedding vows with Michael Munk on Novem-
ber 13, 2004, under the chuppah at the Walters Museum of
Art in Baltimore.  The bride’s attendants were Dr. Alicia
Derin (maid of honor), Dr. Natasha Fine and Carolina
Smith.  The groomsmen were Bryan Wolinski (best man),
Jeffrey Munk and David Munk.  Cantor Nancy Ginsberg
officiated.

Rachel is a graduate of the Science and Technology Pro-
gram of Eleanor Roosevelt High School and the University
of California, Berkeley.  Currently she is employed as a re-
search microbiologist by the National Institutes of Health.
Michael, a native of Baltimore, is a master electrician.

We send our condolences to
Mary Ann Baker and her family
on the death of her mother Mary
McGovern.  Mrs. McGovern, a
familiar visitor to Greenbelt, died
on December 26, 2004, in Pitts-
burgh.  She often visited her late
daughter Linda Lynch and hus-
band Jim and grandson Joe.

Our sympathy to Elaine
Heffernan on the death of her
brother Paul J. Heffernan.

Greenbelters were sorry to
hear of the death of former
Greenbelter Dorothy Powers.
Mrs. Powers and her husband Eu-
gene and family lived in 10
Court Southway for around 30
years.

Greenbelters were pleased to
see all streets maintained in driv-
ing condition by city snow re-
moval crews.  Congratulations
for a job well done.

Congratulations to our Mayor,
Judith Davis, on her election to
the chair of the Metropolitan
Washington Council of Govern-
ments Board of Directors.

Former Greenbelter Brad
Hibbs and his wife Karla of
Burke, Va., are the proud parents
of a son.  John Daniel was born
January 11, 2005, weighing 7
lbs, 3 oz.

John was welcomed with great
joy by grandmother Clara Will-
iams of Roanoke, Va. (Karla’s fa-
ther is deceased) and Greenbelt
grandparents Shirley and Ray
Hibbs.  John is the 17th grand-
child for Shirley and Ray.

Healthy Cooking
Class Open to All

Learn to cook nutritious,
heart-healthy, cancer-preventing
foods.  The seminar will be held
on Thursday, February 10 at 7:30
p.m. at Washington Adventist
Hospital in Takoma Park.  To
register for this free event, call 1-
800-542-5096.

Scouts Admitted
Free to Museum

In honor of the Boy Scouts
anniversary celebration, the Col-
lege Park Aviation Museum near
the College Park Airport is offer-
ing free admission to Cub Scouts
and Boy Scouts in uniform on
Sunday, February 6.

Giving in charity is one of the
important teachings of Islam,

greatly rewarded by God and an
obligation on every individual who

has the means to do so.

"And the likeness of those, who spend their
substance, seeking to please God and to

strengthen their souls, is as a garden, high and
fertile; heavy rain falls on it, but makes it yield a

double increase in harvest, and if it receives not
heavy rain, light moisture sufficeth it.  God seeth well whatever ye do
. . . O ye who believe, give of the good things which ye have earned,
and of the fruits of the earth which we have produced for you . . . ."

– The Holy Qur'an, 2:265 & 267

To find out more about Islam, call 301-982-9463 or e-mail us at
muslimguide@hotmail.com or  visit the website www.islam-guide.com.

GNR 012705 print.pmd 1/27/2005, 11:39 AM4



Thursday, January 27, 2005          GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW Page 5

 City Information

GREENBELT
MUNICIPAL/PUBLIC

ACCESS CHANNEL 71
MUNICIPAL ACCESS:
301-474-8000:
Tuesday & Thursday,
February 1 & 3 10am & 6pm
“Ask the Expert-Avoiding
Falls,” 7:00pm Springhill Lake
Recreation Center presents
“Father 2 Son,” 8:00pm
“Greenbelt Museum Lecture,”
PUBLIC ACCESS
(GATE): 301-507-6581:
Wednesday & Friday, January
26 & 28: 7:00pm “Future
View,”  7:30pm “Greenbelt
Writers Group,” 9:00pm
Greenbelt Arts Center presents
“An American Daughter.”

OPENINGS ON BOARDS &
COMMITTEES

Volunteer to serve on City
Council advisory groups.
Vacancies exist on the:

Advisory Planning Board
Public Safety Advisory

Committee
Senior Citizens Advisory

Committee

For more information,
please call  301-474-8000.

City residents, businesses and organizations can
recycle old and/or unwanted computers and
other electronic items. Bring your items to the
collection truck located in the lower parking lot
of  Buddy Attick Park.

•  central processing units  •  hard drives  •  monitors  •  keyboards
•  printers and copiers  •  laptop computers  •  computer speakers
•  scanners  •  computer mice  •  software  •  recording equipment

(NO TELEVISIONS OR LARGE STEREO UNITS)
NEW!  TRADE IN YOUR OLD MERCURY FEVER

THERMOMETER AND RECEIVE A NEW FREE DIGITAL
THERMOMETER!

For further information, contact the City of Greenbelt Recycling
Office at 301-474-8308.

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

Saturday, January 29, 2005

9am-12noon

INVITATION
TO BID

The City of Greenbelt, Mary-
land, invites sealed bids for
furnishing the following:

4-Wheel Front Mower
This equipment is to be
delivered to the Department of
Public Works, 555 Crescent
Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770.
Interested bidders may pick up
a bid specifications package for
Bid 2005-1 at:

City of Greenbelt
Finance Office

25 Crescent Road
Greenbelt, MD   20770

Please call the Department of
Public Works at (301) 474-8004
regarding bid submission
questions.  Bids must be
RECEIVED no later than 02/25/
05 at 10 a.m.  Bids will be opened
publicly at 10:10a.m. on 02/25/05.

Babysitters wanted for Fit
‘N” Fun Aerobics Class

at
Greenbelt Community Center.

Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday,

9:30am to 11:00am. $7.25/hour.
Call 301-397-2208

for more information

AN ARTFUL AFTERNOON
Sunday, February 6 from 1-5pm at the

Greenbelt Community Center
Enjoy this free mini-arts festival featuring a studio open house,

art exhibits, projects, Greenbelt Museum tours, etc.
Featuring Sparky & Rhonda Rucker in “Heroes and

Hard Times: A Black Folk Odyssey” 3pm FREE!
Enjoy this journey of songs and stories through 400 years of

African-American cultural and folk history, from slavery and the
Underground Railroad to the birth of the blues and Civil Rights

movement. Sparky’s deft guitar, banjo and spoons playing blends
like a charm with Rhonda’s harmonica and voice.

1-3pm HANDS ON PROJECT Guests of all ages can enjoy a free,
hands-on art project in the Community Center Studios
3-5pm ART EXHIBIT/RECEPTION Come see Bruce Gugliuzza’s
vibrant wood sculpture evoking spores and otherwise out of sight
creatures. On display through February 16th Reception 3-5pm
2-4pm ART EXHIBIT/RECEPTION Don’t miss the new exhibit at
the Municipal Center, Cafe Ole: Watercolors by Shayna Sara
Skolnik. Artist reception will be held from 2-4pm. Exhibit runs
through February 28th.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
BARBARA DICKEY DAVIS AT 240-542-2062

FAMILY SWIM
NIGHT

Saturday, January 29th
7-9:45pm

Greenbelt Aquatic & Fitness Center
$3.00 PER FAMILY

Bring your pool toys (no inflatable rafts, floats or balls) for a
fun night of swimming, music and more. Noodles and diving

rings will be available.
For more info, call the GAFC at 301-397-2204.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

GREENBELT RECREATION DEPARTMENT

and GREENBELT ARTS CENTER present

THE JOY GODS RETURN

A NEW MUSICAL

by Chris Cherry
Performance dates: February 18, 19, 20, 25, and 26.  All
shows are at 7:00 pm at the Greenbelt Arts Center.  Ticket
price is $5.  Purchase tickets in person or by phone at the
Community Center business office at 15 Crescent Road
between 9:00 am and 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.
Phone: 301-397-2208.

The Joy Gods Return is an original musical set in present-day
New York, featuring flashbacks to a 1934 show-within-the-
show.  It is performed by a cast of 30 talented teenagers,
directed by Greenbelt author/composer Chris Cherry.

ACE READING CLUB

YOUTH WRITING

CONTEST IS

UNDERWAY!

See www.ci.greenbelt.md.us
for information!

The 22nd District legislators
gave a report to the Eleanor &
Franklin Roosevelt Democratic
Club at its January 21 meeting
on what is happening in the
Maryland General Assembly dur-
ing the early days of this year’s
legislative session.  Because of a
wake being held that evening for
a former area politician,  del-
egates Anne Healey, Tawanna
Gaines and Justin Ross spoke at
the beginning of the meeting.
They left to go to the funeral
home after the arrival of Senator
Paul Pinsky, who came directly
from the wake.  The 22nd district
includes the City of Greenbelt.

All four Democrats were un-
happy with the actions taken by
Maryland Governor Robert
Ehrlich, a Republican.  “What the
governor is doing wrong” was
the theme of the evening, a
theme that met receptive ears
among the political club’s mem-
bers.

Healey faulted the governor’s
budget not so much for what is
in it as for what is not in it.  A
formula relating to the geo-
graphic cost of education that
was a part of the Thornton plan
and cost $53 million was not in
the budget.  It is the only part
of the Thornton plan not funded,
she said.

State employees will receive a
2 percent cost-of-living adjust-
ment in the budget, but will be
expected to pay a greater share
of their health insurance costs.
On the previous day 140 state
employees had gotten their walk-
ing papers, she said.  They will
have until July to find other jobs
with the state or elsewhere.
Among those let go were the
employees who administer the
state’s labor laws, Healey re-
ported.  No one is left to enforce
either the minimum wage or the
Fair Labor Standards Act of the
state.

The budget is $300 million
above spending affordability.
Ehrlich is once more proposing
to authorize slot machines to
raise additional funds.  This time
he has sweetened the pot by al-
locating some of the slot rev-
enues to school construction,
Healey said.  All the legislators
expressed their continued oppo-
sition to authorizing slot ma-
chines in Maryland.

Late Budget
Gaines, who is on the appro-

priations committee, told the au-
dience that this year the budget
came out at 5:30 p.m. on January
19.  Usually it comes out in
September.  The budget staff of
the legislature has had no time
to review the 160-page docu-
ment.

Besides the Board of Public
Works increasing the employee’s
share of health insurance last
year by an amount that will off-
set the proposed cost-of-living
increase for many employees,
the co-pay for medicine has
been changed so that an em-
ployee can get fewer pills on
one co-pay.

The governor did increase
the amount of money that the
University of Maryland will get
by $40.6 million, Gaines said.
However, he vetoed legislation
passed in the last session that
would have held down tuition
costs and the legislature failed
to obtain the necessary super-
majority vote to override that

veto.
Ross accused the governor of

playing a shell game.  Of the in-
creased funding in the budget,
77 percent consists of one-time
fund transfers.  The other 23 per-
cent will be the result of pro-
posed “tax compliance mea-
sures,” Ross said.  With the gov-
ernor opposed to increasing
taxes, Ross claimed that the gov-
ernor was using the term “tax
compliance measures” instead of
calling his proposals what they
are, increases in fees and taxes.

Ross further called Program
Open Space, a long-time state
program used to aid local gov-
ernments (and Greenbelt) to pur-
chase parks and open space, to
be in jeopardy.  A major funding
source for this program, the trans-
fer tax, is proposed to be used
this year to fund the budget.  He
accused the governor of trying to
not only get rid of Program
Open Space but to also sell off
state park lands.

Medical Malpractice
Pinsky first talked about the

recent special session on medical
malpractice insurance.  He ac-
cused the governor of running
around the state talking about a
medical malpractice insurance
crisis.  He then called a legisla-
tive session for the week be-
tween Christmas and the new
year, when many legislators and
legislative staff members had al-
ready made plans to be away.
Pinsky said that the governor
knew what the legislature would
do before calling the session but
did it anyway.  The legislature
passed a bill that the governor
vetoed.  Pinsky hopes that the
governor’s veto will be overrid-
den.

Pinsky attacked the insurance
companies for being a part of
the problem.  He noted that law-
yers taking on malpractice claims
have had to handle cases for
many years without compensation
before adjudication because the
insurance companies will do ev-
erything they can to delay trial.

“There’s a governor’s malprac-
tice crisis,” Pinsky said.  “He
doesn’t care about poor people.”

In the last session a bill was
passed that raised the amount for
the living wage required to be
paid to people working on state
contracts.  The governor vetoed
it.  Although the bill passed with
a sufficient margin to override a
veto, five Democrats “took a walk
on the veto override” and it lost
by three votes, Pinsky said.
When asked who the five were,
Pinsky named Senate President
Mike Miller as one of them.

Pinsky noted that the state
budget can only be reduced by
the legislature, a legislative re-
striction not found in most
other states.  A constitutional
amendment has been proposed
to change that.  It failed to
pass by one vote in the last
session.

In response to an audience
question, Pinsky and others
complained about the actions
of State Comptroller William
Donald Schaefer.  Pinsky noted
that Schaefer and the governor
have been good friends since
before Ehrlich became gover-
nor.  He also reported that Pe-
ter Franchot, a delegate from
Montgomery County, is ex-
pected to run against Schaefer
in 2006.

by James Giese

Local Democratic Club
Gets Legislative Update
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SUMMIT continued from page 1

DAVIS continued from page 1

New Bingo Starting
Thursday Evenings

Greenbelt Fire House
125 Crescent Rd.

Door open 6:00 pm
Earlybirds start 7:15 pm

Free Food and Drink

Free 3-pack to everyone the first night.

There's a new Bingo
starting at the Fire House
on Thursday, February 3.

lion in public health costs – $2 bil-
lion from sulfur dioxide and $600
million from fine particulates – but
cleanup of that pollution is much
cheaper at $250 million, he said.

“How can we afford not to
clean it up?” Schaeffer asked.

Open Space
The potential sale of up to

3,000 acres of Maryland’s public
lands to solve budget problems
has ignited strong opposition
across the state.  The Baltimore
Sun released polling data on
January 9 revealing that 68 per-
cent of those polled opposed the
sale of lands purchased through
the state’s “Open Space” conser-
vation program to ease budget
shortfalls.

“Open Space” funds come
from a real estate transfer tax on
property sold in the state since
1969. This model conservation
program created a revenue source
to build parks, conserve forests
and open land, and maintain
farms.  For three years, the Ehrlich
administration has diverted up to
75 percent of Open Space funds
to unrelated purposes.

More than 60 state organiza-
tions have joined “Partners for
Open Space” to ensure the full
funding for Maryland’s land con-
servation programs.  For addi-
tional information, visit http://
www.partnersforopenspace.org.

4-Ps Bill
Maryland has an air pollution

problem – and it’s not just the
gray haze visible from the
Beltway on sultry code-red days.
The air breathed by the state’s
residents has high levels of mer-
cury and other fine particulates
that can’t be seen but lodge in
the lungs and have contributed to
a significant rise in asthma and
the expanding “dead zone” that
now affects 40 percent of the
Chesapeake Bay.

Sen. Paul Pinsky and Del
James Hubbard have introduced
the “4-P” bill that would require
Maryland to control emissions of
four pollutants – mercury, smog-
forming nitrogen oxides, soot-
forming sulfur dioxide and the
“greenhouse gas,” carbon dioxide.
Smog and soot in Maryland cause
an estimated 20,000 asthma at-
tacks and 900 premature deaths
each year.  Smog also leads to the
onset of asthma, which afflicts
150,000 children in the state.

Mercury stunts the ability of
the developing brain, which
makes it particularly dangerous
for pregnant women and children.

Out of 12 states evaluated in a
recent study, Maryland had the
highest average concentration of
mercury in its rain.  Mercury con-
tamination has resulted in a fish
consumption advisory in Mary-
land that covers every river and
lake in the state.  Recent data on
mercury contamination in rockfish
(striped bass) in the Chesapeake
Bay, however, were not an-
nounced to the public.

Where does the pollution come
from? According to the coalition’s
issue brief, in 1970, when the
Clean Air Act was enacted, exist-
ing power plants were exempted
on the theory that they would
soon be retired.  Thirty-five years
later, Maryland still has seven
“grandfathered” power plants up
to 60 years old that continue to
produce hazardous particulates
without pollution controls.

Clean Cars
To date, eight states have

passed legislation to achieve the
maximum practical reductions in
toxic emissions from cars and
trucks and the Maryland Clean
Cars Act would add the state to
the list. Cars and trucks are a
major source of cancer-causing
chemicals like benzene – in
Maryland, nine times higher than
safety standards – and formalde-
hyde, at ten times the safety stan-
dard in the state’s air.

The Clean Cars Act has
slightly higher standards for the
fleetwide average emissions of all
new cars and light trucks and a
requirement that a percentage of
new cars sold be advanced tech-
nology vehicles.  This bill would
result in 23 percent less air toxics
and 14 percent less hydrocarbons
than the default federal standards
by 2020.  It requires little public
expense.  New Jersey adopted the
higher standard at no cost to its
budget.

Transportation Equity
At the summit, opponents of

the proposed $3 billion ICC passed
out stickers saying, “No ICC.”

In the issue brief, alternatives
were listed including more and
better transit services, improvement
of existing roads and highways
and planning development of
homes and jobs by creating incen-
tives to build closer to transit cen-
ters and reduce commuting time.

The ICC’s environment impact
would be significant – the loss of
more than 4,000 acres of land,
around 30 miles of streams and
additional losses of farms, wet-
lands and floodplain.

board of directors and an honor
to the City of Greenbelt and city
council.  During her one-year
term, her role will be to preside
at meetings, serve as an ex offi-
cio member of all policy commit-
tees, be the principal spokesper-
son to the press, serve on the
Board of Trade and appoint
chairs and vice chairs of policy
committees.

As chair, she intends to pro-
mote the issues of Greenbelt and
make use of her role in promot-
ing the agenda of decisions dis-
cussed by the city council.
Davis would like to use her year
as chair to emphasize issues of
“Smart Growth” and the environ-
ment and revitalizing and rede-
veloping certain areas.  The chal-
lenge, she explains, is to main-
tain the unique character of the
center of small towns while ad-
dressing these issues.  She adds
that, in her travels, she enjoys
leaving the suburbs of a city and
experiencing the unique quali-
ties of the city center.

Davis has previously repre-
sented Greenbelt in various ca-
pacities to COG, most recently as
vice chairman of COG’s board of
directors.  She was appointed to
COG’s Ad Hoc Digital Divide
Task Force, Strategic Planning
Committee and Chesapeake

Policy Committee and has been
COG’s liaison to the Potomac
Regional Education Partnership
Advisory Board and to the Advi-
sory Board of the Institute of
Regional Excellence.

In addition to her work with
COG, Davis has worked in vari-
ous capacities with National
League of Cities and several
state and county municipal
groups.  She was selected as
Woman of the Year 2000-01 by
the Business and Professional
Women/USA.

Since moving to Greenbelt in
1975, Davis has been active in
many local civic organizations.
She is in her sixth term on the
city council.  A retired educator,
she was also active in that pro-
fession.

COG
COG is composed of two in-

dependent committees which ad-
dress regional transportation and
air quality; two environmental-is-
sue task forces; the National
Capital Region Emergency Pre-
paredness Council; three public-
private partnerships; and several
policy committees.

COG also has a cooperative
purchasing program to reduce
costs to member jurisdictions.  It
provides issue briefs on its
website, www.mwcog.org, to fos-

ter understanding between
elected officials and the public.
The position of chair rotates be-
tween officials of Maryland, D.C.
and Virginia.

The policy committees of
COG include the Committee on
Noise Abatement and Aviation at
Dulles and National Airports,
Public Safety, Human Services,
the Chesapeake Bay and Metro-
politan Development.  There are
also committees for chief admin-
istrative officers and public
works directors.

Some examples of recent
work include a green infrastruc-
ture project, a national storm-wa-
ter management conference, sev-
eral health-related task forces, a
housing opportunities program
and a hydrogen technology fo-
rum.  COG also has assumed au-
thority over the new Regional In-
cident Communications and Coor-
dination System, which allows
rapid contact between regional
officials during an emergency.  A
specially-created panel to study
funding sources of WMATA re-
cently released its findings to the
board of directors.

Greenbelt is well represented
on these policy committees, with
several councilmembers and
other city officials serving on at
least six.

interior and exterior renovations.
Fifteen volunteer residents repre-
senting all three phases reviewed
the plans and chose a final plan
and colors.

Once the project began, only
slight changes became necessary.
Buildings were placed on the
schedule for renovation by a lot-
tery method, ensuring that all
phases were represented on the
schedule in equal numbers.

Construction Process
Construction began in March

2000, with a plan for a six-year
period for completion in order to
avoid depleting reserve funds or
necessitating an increase in
condo fees.  However, as CVI
hired many of its own workers
rather than mainly using contrac-
tors, work proceeded at a faster
rate.  Renovations were complete
in March 2004, two years ahead
of the estimated completion
time.  At a rate of approximately
$27,000 per building, the total
cost of the project was $1.35
million.

Phase III opted to spend addi-
tional funds from its budget for a
landscape architect and land-
scaping, due to its location next
to parkland.  It added brick
walkways and islands of
plantings.  Similarly, Phase II
added trees along Hanover Park-
way.

Noda believes that the reno-
vations are having a positive ef-
fect on resale values.  For ex-
ample, a two-bedroom unit re-
cently sold for $20,000 more
than its original asking price.
Jennifer Fullmer, operations man-
ager of CVI, believes that the
renovations have “definitely in-
creased property values.”  She
adds that CVI has received “very
positive comments” and that the
renovations went smoothly with
minimal disruption to the resi-
dents.

CVI, the management com-
pany that oversees all of
Greenbriar, has an onsite office.
It is assisted by the Greenbriar
Condominium Association and
the board of directors of each

phase.  Their interest in the com-
munity is evidenced by its many
amenities and renovation in
2004 of the Terrace Room and of
the pool area several years ago.

Possible future plans to con-
tinue renovations involve the ex-
teriors of each building.

GREENBRIAR continued from page 1
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A lone fisherman sets up shop on the banks of Greenbelt Lake.

Live Broadcast
At Owens Center

A live one-hour broadcast of
the Jason Expedition from Loui-
siana will be held at the Howard
B. Owens Science Center from
January 31 through February 5.
Students and teachers from the
NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center area will have the oppor-
tunity to interact with scientists
and researchers from NASA,
NOAA, Louisiana State Univer-
sity and other institutions during
this expedition.  The expedition
host is Dr. Bob Ballard, discov-
erer of the Titanic and founder/
chief scientist of the Jason Foun-
dation for Education.

Public broadcast times are:
Thursday, February 3, 3:30 to 5
p.m.; Friday, February 4, 3:30 to
5 p.m.; Saturday, February 5, 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; Saturday,
February 5, 12:30 to 2 p.m. and
Saturday, February 5, 3:30 to 5
p.m.

Call 301-918-8750 during school
hours to reserve seating space.

Meeting to Be Held
On School Budget

A FY2006 budget worksession
for the Prince George’s County
Board of Education will be held
in Upper Marlboro on February
5.  The location is the Board
Room of the Sasscer Administra-
tion Building at 14201 School
Lane.

The meeting is open to the
public; however, there will be no
public participation.  No time has
been indicated, so call the Board
of Education at 301-952-6308 for
more information.
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GNR 012705 print.pmd 1/27/2005, 11:39 AM7



Page 8             GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW           Thursday, January 27, 2005

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department.  Dates and times are those
when police were first contacted about incidents.

The Department is offering a reward of up to $500 for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of a suspect in any of the unsolved crimes reported in the
blotter.   Citizens may anonymously report suspected drug activity by calling the
Drug Tip Line at 301-507-6522.

Police Blotter

Assault
January 16, 10:46 p.m.,

Beltway Plaza Mall, a woman re-
ported that she was walking in
the front parking lot of the mall
when she was approached by a
man, who at first attempted to
strike up a conversation with her,
then grabbed her by the arm and
pulled her toward him.  The
woman pulled free and fled the
scene.  The suspect is described
as a black male, 19 to 20 years
of age, 5’9” to 5’10”, 165 to
170 pounds with black hair and
brown eyes, wearing a dark
jacket, blue jeans and a ski
mask.

January 17, 8:05 p.m., 6100
block Breezewood Drive, a resi-
dent man was arrested and
charged with attempting to dis-
arm a police officer, two counts
of second degree assault and two
counts of resisting arrest.  Police,
leaving the scene of a burglary
call, observed a suspicious per-
son inside a laundry room.  He
claimed that he was doing laun-
dry but had no laundry with
him.  He then placed an object
he had concealed in his hand
into his mouth.  An officer
grabbed the man, who broke free
and fled the laundry room.  A
second officer attempted to de-
tain him as he ran up a flight of
stairs.  The man attempted to
take the officer’s gun from his
holster, assaulted both officers
and resisted attempts to place
him in custody.  He was trans-
ported to the hospital for treat-
ment of minor injuries while re-
sisting arrest and was released to
the Department of Corrections
for a hearing before a district
court commissioner.  It was later
discovered that one of the police
suffered a fractured elbow during
the incident.

Attempted Carjacking
January 14, 8:31 p.m., 5900

block Cherrywood Terrace, a
man reported that he was sitting
in his vehicle in the parking lot
when his vehicle was blocked in
by another vehicle that pulled
behind him.  A man approached
the victim, displayed a handgun
and ordered him out of his ve-
hicle.  The victim put his ve-
hicle in reverse, as if to hit the
suspect vehicle.  The man then
got back into the waiting vehicle
and with another suspect fled
the scene.  The suspect who ap-
proached the victim’s vehicle is
described as a black male, 18 to
25 years of age, 5’11" with a
thin build and black hair in
dreadlocks, wearing a gray T-
shirt and blue jeans.

Weapons
January 12, in reference to the

theft of a handgun reported Feb-
ruary 4, 2003, from the 6400
block of Ivy Lane, the weapon
was recovered by the Metropoli-
tan Police Department.  One ar-
rest was made.

January 16, 12:12 a.m.,
Springhill Drive and Springhill
Court, two resident men were ar-
rested and charged with trans-

porting a handgun in a vehicle.
Police stopped a vehicle for a
traffic violation and a computer
check revealed that the driver
had an open warrant with the
Prince George’s County Sheriff’s
Department.  Located inside the
vehicle was a loaded .45 caliber
semi-automatic handgun.  Both
men were released to the Depart-
ment of Corrections for a hearing
before a district court commis-
sioner.

Drugs
January 15, 9:55 p.m.,

T.G.I.Friday’s Restaurant, a non-
resident woman was arrested and
charged with possession of co-
caine with intent to distribute
and possession of cocaine.  A
man was arrested and charged
with carrying a dangerous
weapon, two counts of assault,
driving while impaired and driv-
ing under the influence.  Police
observed the man acting in a
disorderly manner, shouting ob-
scenities from a vehicle in the
restaurant parking lot.  Police
approached the driver and asked
for a license.  The suspect pro-
duced his license, along with a
butterfly type knife.  He was ar-
rested and found to be in posses-
sion of another knife.  The
woman, a passenger in the ve-
hicle, was asked for identifica-
tion.  When she opened her
purse police observed in plain
view a quantity of suspected
“crack” cocaine, packaged as
though for sale.  Both suspects
were transported to the station,
at which time the man kicked
one officer and spit on another
one.  Both were released to the
Department of Corrections for a
hearing before a district court
commissioner.

DWI
January 13, 11:59 p.m.,

Kenilworth Avenue and I-495, a
nonresident man was arrested
and charged with driving while
impaired, driving under the influ-
ence, reckless driving and negli-
gent driving after he drove off
the roadway into a ditch.  He
was released on citations pend-
ing trial.

January 16, 3:31 a.m.,
Beltway Plaza Mall, a resident
woman was arrested and charged
with driving while impaired, driv-
ing under the influence, negli-
gent driving and speeding after
being stopped for a traffic viola-
tion.  She was released on cita-
tions pending trial.

Prescription Fraud
January 18, 11:57 a.m.,

Greenway Center, a nonresident
woman was arrested and charged
with two counts of obtaining a
prescription drug by fraud after
she allegedly called in fraudulent
prescriptions to the Safeway
Pharmacy.  She was arrested on
the scene when she attempted to
pick up the prescriptions and
was released to the Department
of Corrections for a hearing be-
fore a district court commissioner.

Burglary
January 12, 7:16 p.m., 6100

block Springhill Terrace, it was
reported that unknown person(s)
entered the residence by break-
ing out the patio window.  A
rifle, a .9mm semi-automatic
handgun, clothing and DVDs
were taken.

January 19, 6:07 p.m., 6000
block Springhill Drive, it was re-
ported that unknown person(s)
entered the residence by break-
ing out a bedroom window.  A
video game player and a video
game were taken.

Vehicle Crimes
Four vehicles were stolen: a

1993 Ford Taurus 4-door from
the 6100 block Springhill Ter-
race; a 1995 Toyota Corolla 4-
door from the 6200 block
Springhill Drive; a red 2002
Hyundai Accent 4-door, Mary-
land tags KDG290 from the
6100 block Springhill Terrace;
and a brown 2004 Ford Taurus
4-door, Maryland tags MZV373
from the 6100 block Breezewood
Drive.  A 1997 Pontiac Grand
Am 4-door was taken for unau-
thorized use from the 5700
block Greenbelt Metro Drive.

Six vehicles were recovered,
one by Greenbelt police with no
arrests and five by other police
departments with arrests made in
one recovery.  One set of tags,
Maryland A075703, are still out
as stolen.  One set of vehicle
tags were recovered by Greenbelt
police and an arrest was made.
One vehicle that was reported as
stolen was found to have been
impounded.

Vandalism to, thefts from and
attempted thefts of vehicles were
reported in the following areas:
7500 block Somerset Court,
8200 block Canning Terrace,
7800 block Mandan Road, 7300
block Morrison Drive, 7800
block Cloister Place, 7700 block
Ora Court, 7900 block Lakecrest
Drive, 6000 block Cherrywood
Court, 5800 block Cherrywood
Lane, 5900 block Cherrywood
Lane, 5900 block Springhill
Drive and Beltway Plaza Mall.

The Fire Department Logbook is a bi-weekly report of the activi-
ties and news from the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire Department and
Rescue Squad, Inc. (GVFD).  The report includes recent incidents,
GVFD news and upcoming events, fire safety and other fire depart-
ment related information.

Pedestrian Fatality
On Saturday, January 22 at

approximately 7:20 p.m., police
responded to a report of a pedes-
trian accident in the area of
Greenbelt Road and Lakecrest
Drive.  Preliminary investigation
revealed that the victim, Neil
Prendable, 48, of Greenbelt was
walking in the area of westbound
Greenbelt Road, east of Lake-
crest Drive when a Saturn Vue
SUV apparently spun out of
control.  The vehicle struck the
victim then hit a fence.  The vic-
tim was pronounced dead at the
scene.  It is unknown at this time
if Prendable was in the roadway
or on the sidewalk when he was
struck.

The driver of the SUV, an 18-
year-old Riverdale man, was
transported to Prince George’s
Hospital for minor injuries.  The
investigation is continuing.

Incident Report
From January 8 to January 21,

the Greenbelt Volunteer Fire De-
partment (GVFD) responded to a
total of 71 fire engine and 61
ambulance calls.

Those calls break down as
follows: seven reports of smoke
or fire, 13 automatic fire alarms,
three gas leaks, 18 motor vehicle
accidents and 65 medical calls.

Berwyn Hts. House Fire
On the afternoon of January

18, the engine from GVFD re-
sponded along with other area
units to a report of a house fire
in Berwyn Heights.  Units ar-
rived on scene to find both
smoke and fire coming from the
house.  The fire was brought un-
der control in about 10 minutes.
There were no injuries reported.

Heating Unit Safety
It is important for those who

use a wood burning stove, elec-
trical or kerosene space heater or
fireplace to use caution.  All of
these heating sources are the
cause of thousands of fires a
year and need to be properly
maintained and used.

The most important safety tip
for any heating unit is to regu-
larly inspect it for cleanliness
and damage.  Be sure to keep
combustible material at least
three feet away from any heating

source.  Keep the unit well ven-
tilated.  For wood stoves be sure
to use only seasoned wood and
for kerosene heaters use only
crystal clear K-1 kerosene.  Never
burn trash indoors.  Finally, never
leave one of these units unat-
tended while in operation.

Anyone who develops nausea,
headache, dizziness or other in-
explicable illness while using one
of these units should call 911
and open a window.  Also extin-
guish the heater.  In the case of
any fire caused by a heating
unit, evacuate the home and call
911 immediately.

People using one of these
units should have both working
smoke and carbon monoxide de-
tectors in the home.

Become a Volunteer
The GVFD is looking for vol-

unteers age 16 and up.  Become
a firefighter, EMT or work in an
administrative role.  All training is
provided and the time commit-
ment is flexible.  To find out
more, call the station at 301-345-
7000, visit the website at
www.engine35.com or stop by the
station and speak to an officer.

Questions and comments re-
garding this report or any fire
department issues can be directed
to public-info@engine35.com or
to 301-345-7000.

Fire & Rescue Log

New Post Office
Under Construction
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Work began this week on clearing the property on Hanover
Parkway and Ora Glen Drive (except for a small lot on the
corner) for the construction of the new Greenbelt Post Office.
The first task was bulldozing an entrance road off Ora Glen
Drive, laying down plastic conduit and covering with crushed
rock.  A groundbreaking ceremony is expected to be sched-
uled shortly.

Prince George’s County Public
Schools (PGCPS) will offer a free
six-week A+ Saturday School Re-
treat for students in grades 3
through 8 beginning January 29.
These Saturday classes are de-
signed to enhance the academic
performance of students who de-
sire additional learning opportuni-
ties.  The classes will also in-
crease academic achievement and
reinforce test sophistication strat-
egies.  Participants will focus on
curriculum and materials such as
“problems of the week,” home-
work packets and Test Ready ma-
terials.

Participating Greenbelt stu-
dents will attend classes at Cora
L. Rice Elementary School and
G. James Gholson Middle School,

situated near each other on Nally
Road in Landover.

To participate in the A+ Satur-
day School Retreat, parents must
register their child prior to the
start of the program.  Registration
forms are available at all schools
in the county and can be found
online at http://www.pgcps.org.
On-site registration is not avail-
able and parents are responsible
for transportation.  The program
will operate from 8:45 a.m. to
12:10 p.m. beginning January 29
and ending March 5.  For addi-
tional information, contact Mel-
issa Shindel at 301-952-6396 or
melissa.shindel@pgcps.org.  If
there is inclement weather on any
scheduled program date, the ses-
sion will be cancelled.

Saturday Enrichment Classes Offered
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NEW PATIENTS
Receive Examination, One Cleaning and

All Necessary Xrays

for $35.00
With this Coupon (Value up to $218)

Call us today for an appointment!
301-474-4144

28 Ridge Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-0717

AND THE WINNER IS . . .

McCarl Dental Group
301-474-4144

Office Hours:
Monday 8-5
Tuesday 9-8:30
Wednesday 9-8
Thursday 8-4
Friday 8-3
Saturday 8-12

Mike Roberts of Greenbelt is the
grand winner of the McCarl Dental
Group Smile Makeover contest.  Mike
has spent years feeling self-conscious
about his smile.  His severely broken
and decayed teeth affected his
speech, appetite and overall well be-
ing.  Providing Mike with an extraor-
dinary smile was just the beginning;
he now eats a variety of foods and
his quality of life has greatly im-
proved.  “It’s fantastic to be able to
smile again, which I haven’t done in
a long time,” Mike says.  The McCarl
Dental Group is pleased and proud
to have been able to help a member
of our community!

It’s never too late to give yourself a beautiful smile.  For over
three generations the McCarl family has provided a full range
of dental services to Greenbelt and the surrounding commu-
nities.  In the past, cosmetic dentistry was only for the wealthy.
Today, however, cosmetic dentistry is affordable and available
to everyone.  Give someone you love the gift of a smile!

BEFORE AFTER

Greenbelt's Newest Rapper
Takes a Bow (Wow) Trip

Ten-year-old Greenbelter
Issa Thompson won
$10,000 and the chance to
meet the rap and film star
“Bow Wow” as part of the
grand prize in Hawaiian
Punch’s “Bow Wow Un-
leash the Punch” contest.

The contest began in
May and “rapped up” in
early September.  It gave kids
ages 6 to 14 the chance to
write, sing and submit their
own rap song.  Ten semi-fi-
nalists were picked from more
than 300 amazing entries.
From those semi-finalists,
Issa’s original rap song, “Ha-
waiian Punch, Keeping It So
Close,” was handpicked by
Bow Wow himself.

“Meeting Bow Wow is a
dream come true,” said an ex-
cited Issa Thompson.  “I’ve been
a huge fan of his for years and I
hope I can be as good a rapper
as he is one day.”

In addition to meeting Bow
Wow and winning the $10,000
grand prize,  Issa and his
mother also attended a Los
Angeles filming of an episode
of Steve Harvey’s “Big Time,”
where Bow Wow made a spe-
cial appearance.

“I love giving young kids the
chance to showcase their talent,”
said Bow Wow.  “I was given
that same opportunity when I
was younger and I am so grate-
ful for that today.”

In addition to being a talented
rapper, Issa is also active in sports.
He plays football for the Boys
and Girls Club’s Greenbelt Raid-

ers, undefeated division champions
this year.  Issa, a fifth grader at a
performing arts school, is active
in his student government and
was elected president of the
school’s Student Government As-
sociation for the 2004-05 school
year.   In addition, Issa was re-
cently nominated to travel to En-
gland and Ireland next summer as
a “People-to-People Student Am-
bassador.”

Issa is the son of Jada and
Karim Thompson-Peterkin of
Breezewood Court.  His mother
is a full-time student at the Uni-
versity of Maryland University
College and a part-time substi-
tute teacher for Prince George’s
County.  His father is a research
library technician for the Na-
tional Institutes of Health in
Bethesda.

A smiling Issa Thompson (left) poses
with rapper Bow Wow during the Los
Angeles trip he won for writing an
original rap song for the contest.
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by James Giese

While clearing the snow off
of our cars after last weekend’s
big snow, I began thinking about
the brush I was using.  This is
the 51st winter that I took my
grandfather’s carpenter brush out
from under the car seat to re-
move snow.  It’s about the only
remembrance I have of him.

I never knew him well.
When the youngest child in his
family married he moved out and
left my grandmother on her own.
My grandmother was a devout
Lutheran with no real vices.  My
grandfather loved to smoke,
drink and dance.

He had a bad childhood.
Born on a farm in Wisconsin of
German immigrants, his mother
died when he was three.  His fa-
ther remarried and died when he
was six.  He was raised by his
stepmother and her new husband.
They treated him badly.  He ran
away from home as a teenager.

He was handy at many things
and for the most part earned his
living as a carpenter.  Once, in
the early days of the automobile,
he shared ownership of a dealer-
ship.  They were brands we
never hear of now.  His partner
took off with the company funds,
leaving him with the debts.

He helped build houses in
Milwaukee and owned land in
various locations.  Some of that
land is quite valuable now but
not when he sold it.  He did,
however, provide comfortably
but frugally, for his family until
the marriage breakup.

At Christmas, I would go with
my dad to give him his gift.  He

lived in rooming houses –
gloomy, big old structures
sparsely furnished with hand-me-
downs and second-hands.  His
room smelled of pipe tobacco
smoke.  He had gray hair, a
white mustache and a round
face, somewhat stern, but he
could smile.  The encounters
were quite stiff.  Occasionally, he
would come to our house for
dinner. We never did anything
as a grandfather-grandson.

I remember Dad would ask if
he was still dancing and he
would say yes and tell of some
of the places to which he would
go that had dancing.  Although
in his 70s, he still did odd jobs.
I remember one year he was up-
set because he had fallen from a
two-and-one-half story building
roof and sprained his ankle.  It
wasn’t the fall, it was that he
had been injured and laid up for
a while.

In 1954, the year my grandfa-
ther died at 81, I got out of the
army and enrolled in graduate
school in Kansas.  I needed a
car.  My dad, as executor of
grandfather’s estate, arranged for

A Snow Storm and My Grandfather's Brush
me to get his 1946
Buick.  It was my
first car.

In it was a well
used carpenter’s
brush – a long row
of strong but bent
bristles along one
side of a wooden
handle.  He obvi-
ously had used it to
remove snow from
his car and I contin-
ued to do so.  The
strong bristles dig in

to grab the snow and push it
away.  When there is ice, once
the car warms up a little, gentle
taps with the wooden handle are
enough to break it up so it can
be swept away.

Since then I have had many
cars.  I have had the opportunity
to use many devices to remove
snow and ice from them.  None
work as well or have lasted as
long as my grandfather’s brush.

The author takes a nostalgic look at the
snow and his grandfather's brush.
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 Change Your Weighs, Change Your Life! 

Dietitians offer professional weight loss counseling 
 

 Hanover Office Park * Greenbelt, MD * 301.474.2499 

Nutrition Month Specials Now Available  

RATES
CLASSIFIED: $3.00 mini-

mum for ten words.  15¢ for
each additional word.  Submit ad
with payment to the News Re-
view office by 10 p.m.  Tuesday,
or to the News Review drop
box in the Co-op grocery store
before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to
15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100,
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $8.10 column inch.
Minimum 1.5 inches ($12.15).
Deadline 10 p.m. Monday.

NEEDED: Please include
name, phone number and address
with ad copy.  Ads not consid-
ered accepted until published.

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

MHIC
#7540

HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST
Replacement Windows • Siding • Roofing

Repairs • Florida Rooms • Decks • Painting
Kitchens • Additions • Bathrooms

BRICK - BLOCK - CONCRETE
Free Estimates/Town References

“Serving Greenbelt For 30 Years”

Call Dick Gehring 301/441-1246
8303 58th Ave. • Berwyn Heights, MD

301-474-0046
20 Southway

Greenbelt, MD
20770

Old Greenbelt Citgo
Dave Meadows

Service Manager

Oil Changes, Batteries
Brakes, Shocks, Tires
Exhausts & Tune-Ups
MD State Lottery

Open 24 Hours
for Gas and Snacks

CENTERWAY TAX
& ESTATE SERVICE

111 Centerway Suite 204
Roosevelt Center

Year-Round Service
NOTARY

Regina O’Brien, Enrolled Agent
301-345-0272

 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

 $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

www.wislerconstruction.com

Home & Business
Improvements

Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting
Bathrooms-Basements-Kitchens
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors

Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds

Wisler Construction
& Painting Co.

Serving Greenbelt since 1991

301-345-1261

Owner has over 20 years experience
Member of the Better Business Bureau

MHIC40475

You know us as JOHN &
TAMMY, a household name in
Greenbelt for over 14 years.
We are the experts at clean-
ing your home and giving you
more time. Time for grand-
children, children’s recre-
ation, and each other. Call,
let a familiar and trusted

name help you out.

We offer :
–Weekly, bi-weekly, or
monthly service
–Spring cleaning any time
of the year
–Window cleaning
–Help for special occasions
–FREE estimates

Professionals with the

Personal Touch

Phone 301-262-5151

AMAZING HUSBAND
HANDYMAN SERVICE
Carpentry–Electrical–Plumbing
Consulting–Appliance Repair
Specializing in Small Jobs

Mark Gitlis
240-593-2535

mjgitlis@comcast.net

Aesop Robinson, Jr.
Realtor

Long & Foster, Inc.
Greenbelt Specialist!

(Serving all of Maryland)
(301) 441-9511 Office

          Direct (301) 441-2709
1st time Homebuyer    Foreclosure    Estate Sale

greenway pottery
In Old Greenbelt

Functional Pottery – Mugs,
Bowls, Plates, Platters, etc.

SHOWROOM/STUDIO
BY APPOINTMENT

Mark Gitlis    240-593-2535
mjgitlis@comcast.net

SPRINGHILL
LAKE

CARRIERS
NEEDED
to distribute

News Review
each week.

Contact Mary Lou
at 301-441-2662
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UPHOLSTERY
Many Fabrics to
Choose From.
Free Estimates.
Quick Return.

LEW'S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY
301-262-4135

Facial Services

Therapeutic Massage

Manicures & Pedicures

Make-up Services

Waxing Services

Located in the heart of

Historic Greenbelt

143 Centerway  301-345-1849

Hours of Operation

Monday-Friday 9am-9pm

Saturday 9am-5pm

Sunday 11am-5pm

Menu available at

www.pleasanttouch.com

Continental Movers
Local – Long Distance

$85 per hour for three men
15 Years Family Owned

301-340-0602
202-438-1489

www.continentalmovers.net

Need Senior Care/

Companionship?

Non-Medical Help

Transportation   Errands

Meals   Shopping

Light Housekeeping

Pet Care

Linda 301-441-1412 or

Cell 301-717-6258

GROUNDS WORKER:  Familiarity with
basic landscaping skills and tools.
Strong work ethic and verifiable job history.

Drug Free Workplace/Driver's License Needed.
Call 301-474-4161 Ext. 152

GHI, Hamilton Place, Greenbelt

A HEART OF GOLD 
Errands & Personal Assistance 

¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨¨
Valentine’s Day is right around 
the corner!  Don’t forget to call us! 

Flowers, Cookie Bouquets, 

Candy, Balloons!   

Customized orders welcomed! 

Ask for Chanel!! 

301-474-1248 
www.trustaheartofgold.com 

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 

has installed an ATM.  In addition to  
the ATM the Credit Union offers a  
debit card and VISA check card as  
well as an Automated Telephone Service. 

  Visit the Credit Union’s new ATM at 112 Centerway 
      in Roosevelt Center.             (301) 474-5900 
          Your savings federally insured to $100,000 by National Credit Union 
                            Administration, a U.S. Government Agency. 

News Review Needs Volunteer

LATE NIGHT TYPIST
on Tuesdays from 10 p.m. to ?

Call Eileen 301-513-0482

L  ve
n  tes

Valentine's Day Ads
(now 1/2 price!)

$1 50¢ per line of poetry
Half-price classified rates

for message
$2 $1 for Row of Hearts

Bill Addresses
Student Medications

Delegate Anne Healey (Dis-
trict 22 in Prince George’s
County) has introduced a bill in
the Maryland House of Delegates
that would require the State
Board of Education to adopt a
policy allowing public school
students to carry and self-admin-
ister their prescription medica-
tions for asthma and other air-
way constricting diseases when
they are in school, at school-
sponsored activities or on school
property.

“It has come to my attention
that the guidelines for the use of
inhalers and epi-pens for children
with asthma or allergies are un-
evenly followed throughout the
state.  These conditions can be
life-threatening and we need to
take action immediately,” said
Healey.

House Bill 143 requires a stu-
dent who needs this option to
have a note from a healthcare
professional which states that the
student has the skills and knowl-
edge to self-medicate.  The
school nurse also will review the
student’s technique to ensure
proper and effective use of the
medication.  In addition to these
measures, students who are mi-
nors are required to have written
permission from a parent or
guardian to carry the medication.

If enacted, this legislation
would create a uniform self-ad-
ministration policy for all Mary-
land schools.

Blood Donations
Needed Immediately

This past weekend’s snow has
resulted in a decrease in blood
donations, and consequently the
Greater Chesapeake and Potomac
Region of the American Red
Cross is reporting a shortage of
lifesaving blood products for local
patients in need.  The region’s
ability to ship blood products to
area hospitals on a daily basis is
dependent on a strong and imme-
diate response from members of
the community.  Whole blood and
apheresis (platelet) donors are
needed immediately and appoint-
ments are available at all commu-
nity blood drives and blood donor
centers.

Whole blood donors are urged
to call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE for ap-
pointments and apheresis donors
can call 1-800-272-2123.

Who is eligible to give
blood?  Donors must be gener-
ally in good health; be at least
17 years of age, or in the state of
Maryland only, 16 years of age
with written parental consent:
weigh no less than 110 pounds;
have not received a tattoo within
the past year and have not do-
nated whole blood within the past
56 days.  Visit online at http://
www.my-redcross.org.

GIVE BLOOD
1-800-GIVE-LIFE

❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤❤
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Lakeside 

Four bedroom split-level home on quiet cul-de-sac.  Just steps from 

Greenbelt Lake & parkland.  Owners are selling home ‘as-is’.  $414,900 

Lakeside 

Wonderful 6 bedroom 4 bath home that backs to Greenbelt Lake Park.  

Lots of space for you and your family.  Now available at $599,900 

Brick Townhome 

This 2-story, 2 bedroom interior unit has a slate roof and many decora-

tor touches throughout.  Co-op living is a great way to live!  $189,900 

Glen Ora 

2 Story brick and stucco townhome with 3 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths.  

Quad end unit with modern kitchen, and fenced yard & shed.  $229,900 

Single Family Home in Bowie 

This 10-year-old home is the best price in Bowie!  2 levels with 4 bed-

rooms and 3 full baths. Enormous kitchen, fenced yard.   $260,000 U.C. 

3 Level GHI End Unit 

Rare 3-Level GHI on large, wooded corner lot.  3br, 2ba townhome with 

major renovations w/fireplace & deck in a great court  $239,900 U.C. 

GHI - Single Family Home 

One of the rarest GHI floorplans.  This detached home has everything on 

one level - no steps at all!  Modern kitchen and gas heat.  Call now! 

 Cul-de-sac In Lakewood  

Come see this wonderful home on a quiet cul-de-sac.  Less than a 5-

minute walk to Roosevelt Center!  Finished basement.  Under Contract 

Cape Cod Home With Three Full Levels 

Lots of space for your family in this brick home.  Extra-large bedrooms 

on top floor, bed & bath on main level & large fenced yard.  U.C. 

Overlooks USDA Property 

Custom-built home on wooded 2/3 acre that backs to BARC.  Garage, 2 

master bedrooms, 3 finished levels & large deck.  $549,900  U.C. 

Brick Townhome 

Beautiful 2 bedroom townhome with fresh paint, high-quality cabinets, 

parquet flooring, deck, landscaped yd., custom doors. $189,900 SOLD 

Single Family Home - Ridge Road 

Sought-after location - this modern 4br 2 1/2 bath home was built in the 

80’s and has some amazing amenities.  3 full levels!  $469,900  SOLD 

Townhome With Two Story Addition 

One of the largest homes in GHI.  The addition has a fireplace!  This 

home is being renovated - call now to be notified when this one is ready. 

 Three Bedroom Townhome 

One of the few GHI homes with a bedroom and full bathroom on the first 

floor.  Remodeled kit., stacking w & d and fenced yard. SOLD. 

 

U.C.=Under contract; seller may consider back-up offers 

Linda Ivy - 301 675-0585 

Dirk Kingsley - 240 472-0572 

Mary Kingsley - 240 603-2342 

Denise Parker - 301 709-8689 

Potpourri

Anonymous Christian
support for hurting people.
Questioning personal signi-

ficance? Come and meet with
other Christians who combine

prayer, scripture, praise and
real relationships.

Thursdays - 7:00 to 8:30 PM
at Greenbelt Baptist Church

GREENBELT SERVICE

CENTER

Auto Repairs
& Road Service

161 CENTERWAY ROAD
GREENBELT, MD 20770

(301) 474-8348

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

Leonard and Holley
Wallace

301-982-0044
Realty 1 In Roosevelt Center
Your Greenbelt SpecialistsSM

Since 1986

Graduate - Realtor’s Institute Certified Residential Specialist

CLASSIFIED

Dr. Lynn Feldman
Child, Adolescent and Adult Psychiatry

Board Certified Psychiatrist,
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology

Psychotherapy, Psychological Testing
 Medication, Life Coaching, Consultation

Depression, Mood Disorders, Anxiety, Stress, ADHD
throughout the Life Cycle

(301) 345-0807
7474 Greenway Center Drive, Suite 670, Greenbelt, MD

Greenbelt Auto & Truck Repair Inc.
159 Centerway Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

301-982-2582
www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com

A complete service facility equipped to
perform all service requirements that
your manufacturer recommends to com-
ply with Preventive Maintenance service
schedules & extended warranty pro-
grams! Also, routine repairs that keep
your vehicles operating safely and reli-
ably.

A.S.E.
Master Certified Technicians

• Now Offering! •
Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage

A.S.E. Certified Technicians,
Insurance Claims Welcome.

Free estimates, please call for appointment

Before you list COMPARE
Get PRE-APPROVED to buy

BOXWOOD    LAKEWOOD    GHI    LAKESIDE
michaelo@mris.com

MICHAEL O'BRIEN
301-474-2000

Missy’s Decorating

301-345-7273
Md. Home Imp. Lic. #26409

Bonded - Insured

WALLPAPERING
INTERIOR PAINTING

Yourname@greenbelt.com
Only $3.00 per month – Dialup, web-space, Domain Hosting

and other services also available (for rates see
www.greenbelt.com/giac/forms/s002.htm).

For more information or to request a membership kit, e-mail us at
giac@greenbelt.com or leave a voice mail at 301-419-8044.

GIAC – providing Internet Services to Greenbelt since 1966

Attention GHI Members
and GDC Tenants

Need space for houseguests?  Now is the time
to call GHI at 301-474-4161 and ask about

reserving the GHI Guesthouse, located in the heart of old
Greenbelt.  Information about the Guesthouse can be

accessed at www.ghi.coop.

AUTO

2000 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA GLS –
Red 4-door sedan in excellent condi-
tion, FWD, front and side air bags, 4
cyl. engine, 6 disk CD changer, low
mileage, MD inspection, $10,300.  202-
285-6979

TOYOTA COROLLA – 2001, excel-
lent condition, one owner, 41,000 miles,
automatic, AC, cruise, cassette AM/FM
radio, new tires and battery, power
locks, air bag, defogger, power win-
dows, $8,400, 301-655-7009 or 301-
474-0490.

HELP WANTED

MASSAGE THERAPIST CERTI-
FIED by the Maryland Chiropractic
Board needed at Pleasant Touch.  Should
be a member of AMTA or ABMP.
Opportunity for aesthetic apprentice-
ship.  301-345-1849

MERCHANDISE

STORAGE SHED – Sears Suncast,
6’H x 2 1/2’W x 2’D.  Must move; is
not GHI regulation, already assembled.
New, $99. Will sell for $50. You haul
301-474-1451.

GREAT DEAL!  Weider Pro 9940
Work Out Station $125.  Call 301-220-
0317.

SERVICES

TRANSFER FILM, SLIDES, PHO-
TOS to VHS or DVD.  Tape repair,
consumer editing.  Photos made from
videotapes, etc.  HLM Productions, Inc.
301-474-6748.

JACKIE’S CLEANING – No job too
big or small.  Estimates.  301-731-0115.

LOVING LICENSED HOME PRO-
VIDER with structured activities where
children have fun learning.  Openings.
Call now, 301-552-2502.

LEAVES – Raked and bagged, GHI
units only $50.  Pat, 301-213-3273.

HARRIS LOCKSMITH – Re-keying
and installing.  Clay Harris, Greenbelt.
240-593-0828

NEED A PET SITTER?  TLC for your
cat(s) or other small pets at your home?
(Can currently not accommodate new
mid-day dog walking clients.)  Excel-
lent references.  Sabine’s Pet Sitting,
301-474-0455 or hentrich27@aol.com

HOUSE CLEANING – offices also!
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly.  Refer-
ences, free estimates.  Debbie 301-459-
5239.

HOME AND CARPET CLEANING
SERVICE – Lynn, 240-281-7415.

GOT SKILLS?  Let all of Greenbelt
know with a classified ad right here.
Reasonable rates and a targeted audi-
ence mean your sure to get results.

MARY KAY: SAY I LOVE YOU.  A
gift from Mary Kay shows you’re al-
ways thinking about that someone spe-
cial.  Call me today for great ideas that
warm the heart and spark the spirit.
Barbara Wildoner.  Independent Beauty
Consultant, 301-474-2993, http://
www.marykay.com/barbwildoner.

INTERNET SERVICE provided by
GIAC – see advertisement on this page.

REAL ESTATE

GREENBRIAR – 3BR, 2BA, new
Washer, Dryer,  Air-handler (Heat A/
C), Steps to tennis courts, Pool, Picnic
area.  Avail. Aug.-Sept. – No Stairs,
301-474-1277.
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Service:  301-262-4882
Rentals: 301-262-2424
Sales: 301-262-1313 www.melvinmotors.com

WRECKAGE continued from page 1

H
ig

h 
B

rid
ge

 R
oa

d

Melvin Motors
Sales
Repairs
Rentals

New Annapolis Road (Rt. 450)

Countdown To Our New Entrance

Our new main entrance is scheduled to open in
January 2005.  New Route 450 should be close to
completion by this time and the “new service road”
will be a safer way to enter and exit from Route 450.
The new service road is part of a four way traffic
light.  It will be located directly across from High
Bridge Road at new Route 450.  A controlled traffic
light means safer access in and out when you visit
us next!

Give UsA Call!

We have

over 140 cars

and trucks on

our lot!

 SELLING YOUR HOUSE?
List for less.  My commission rate is 2 to 5%  with no extra fees.  Have
your listing placed in the MLS.  We are a full service brokerage.  I will
assist you with "FOR SALE BY OWNERS CONTRACTS" and:

Call George Cantwell
301-490-3763

•  APPRAISALS
•  INSPECTION
•  TERMITE INSPECTION
•  OPEN HOUSE

•  ATTORNEY
•  LOAN APPLICATION
•  SIGNS
•  CLOSING

his activities on the property he
had visited the Entomology Labo-
ratory Building on Entomology
Road. Behind that building the
laboratory staff had erected what
he thought was a storage-shed
built from recycled materials.  The
main article used in the storage-
shed construction was the fuse-
lage from an old DC-3 airplane.  It
sat for years near the Entomology
Lab.  The wings and engines had
been removed but most of the rest
of the plane was clearly recogniz-
able as a DC-3.  Godwin said that
the plane is gone now and be-
lieves it was removed six or seven
years ago.

After a few calls to the BARC
Entomology Department,  I lo-
cated Ken Wilzer, a longtime
BARC employee from the Bee
Research Division.  Wilzer con-
firmed the story of a DC-3 fuse-
lage being placed near the Ento-
mology Lab.  However, he said
the original purpose of the fuse-
lage was to test the effectiveness
of certain aerosol insecticides to
decontaminate planes arriving
from outside the country.

He believed that the place-
ment of the fuselage probably
contributed to the rumors of a
crashed plane.  It was set up be-
hind the laboratory building and
at the edge of the tree line.
From the air or even from the
road it may have appeared to be
a crashed plane.  He said the fu-
selage eventually fell into disre-
pair and abandonment.  BARC
property management staff re-
moved it.

I still wasn’t satisfied with the
way things had turned out.  I
needed some kind of closure.

One Sunday afternoon in late
April I drove out with my son to
the suspected crash site to look
around.  It was a cornfield still
bare from the previous year’s har-
vest.  I walked the field and care-
fully searched for any sign of de-
bris from the crash.  There was
nothing.  The tree line along the
road near the farm field did have
a gap that could have been dam-
age caused by the crash.  I pho-
tographed the area with my digi-
tal camera so I could compare it
to the pictures in the old newspa-
per clippings I had collected.

When I got home and made the
comparison, I was satisfied that I
had found the right place.  There
were cars in the picture and, based
on their angle in relation to the
camera, they appeared to be near a
road intersection.  That intersection
could only have been what is the
present day corner of Beaverdam
and Springfield roads.  It was a
good closing.  But I still wasn’t
completely satisfied that I had
done everything I could.  I didn’t
know what else to do.

By late May, Bill Needham
and I had been communicating
by phone and email for more
than three months and had never
met face to face.  He offered to
buy me breakfast if I would meet
with him someplace.   I told him
we should get together and visit
the cornfield where I believed the

plane had crashed.  He had been
searching for the site of the crash
for the past 30 years with no
luck, so he was all for it.  We de-
cided to meet at a Denny’s restau-
rant in Greenbelt, have breakfast
and drive over.

Ironically we got together at
Denny’s on Memorial Day 2004.
While the rest of the country was
busy watching dedication ceremo-
nies for the World War II Memo-
rial Monument, Bill was showing
me a large collection of letters,
pictures and documents about his
father.  We discussed my findings
and how I became involved in
this whole endeavor.  After about
an hour, we packed up and
headed over to the airfield.

I brought my digital camera,
metal detector and hand shovel
along.  The plan was to go out
to the cornfield and try to judge
the exact location of the crash,
based on the old newspaper clip-
pings and photographs.  We
would then try to discover any
small buried pieces of the plane
with the metal detector to confirm
the crash site.  I didn’t expect to
find much.

Just after we arrived at the corn-
field it started to rain but not hard
enough to stop us.  After about
ten minutes of walking the corn-
field and comparing the pictures
with the actual site, we settled
upon what we judged to be the
right spot and switched on the
metal detector.  Ten minutes into
the search we got a good signal
and started digging.

We hit pay dirt.  We found a
large shiny stainless steel nut bur-
ied about eight or nine inches
below the surface.  This had to
be a part from the airplane; the
quality of the machining was
much too high to be from a trac-
tor or other farm equipment.  The
nut was about one and one half
inches in diameter and there was
no sign of rust or corrosion.  The
place where we recovered it was
in the exact spot where we esti-
mated the crash site to be.

Thirty minutes later we found
another nut, same size, at the same
depth under the surface of the soil.
It was about 20 feet away from
where the first one was found.
This was an unbelievable discov-
ery, much better than anything I
had expected to find.

We were now both satisfied
we had accomplished our goal,
we had confirmed the site of the
crash.  After all his years of
searching, Bill was extremely
happy to have an actual piece
from his father’s plane.  We kept
working for about a half hour
longer but didn’t find any more.

There was a large area of the
cornfield remaining to be
searched but by then we were
getting cold and wet from the
rain and decided to stop.  We re-
turned to the cars.  Bill kept one
of the stainless steel nuts and I
kept the other as a souvenir.  We
took some pictures, shook hands,
congratulated each other and
headed home.  We were done.

So now all the mysteries are

solved.  The large patch of land
laid out in the shape of the small
letter “t” to the northwest of
Washington is the site of the
former Beltsville Airfield.  There
had been a crash of an R-50
Lockheed Lodestar airplane there
in the spring of 1945.  U.S. Navy
Lt. William O. Needham and one
other crewmember died in that
crash.  Seven other people on the
plane survived with injuries.  The
exact location of the crash was
found and it was determined that
the wreckage was removed years
ago, shortly after the accident.

The rumor about wreckage from
a DC-3 lying somewhere in the
woods near Beltsville Airfield
turned out to be untrue and unre-
lated to the crash of the R-50.  The
main fuselage section of a DC-3
that had been used as a test bed for
aerosol insecticides by the BARC
Entomology Department most
likely was mistaken for aircraft
wreckage and became the source of
the crashed airplane rumor.

I am happy I had the opportu-
nity to help Bill Needham and
hope that it took him a few steps
closer to the memory of his fa-
ther.  Perhaps this makes another
payment toward my debt to all
veterans and their families.

P
H

O
T

O
S

 B
Y

 T
IM

O
T

H
Y

 S
M

IT
H

At top left, Timothy Smith, the re-
porter, points to where stainless
steel nuts were found.

Bottom left, the author's son
Brian, 9, enjoys the initial out-
ing which sparked an adventure
in a cornfield and on the internet.

Bottom right, Bill Needham holds
the two stainless steel nuts re-
covered from the field directly be-
hind him.  Needham’s father, a
Navy pilot, died in the 1945 crash.
This photo was taken on Memo-
rial Day 2004.
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GIVE BLOOD, GIVE LIFE
1-800-GIVE-LIFE

Greenbelt Arts Center

AUDITIONS

Arthur Miller's

The Creation of the World
and Other Business

Director:  Norma Ozur

February 7 & 8 at 7:30 p.m.
Cold Readings from Script

Greeenbelt Arts Center
123 Centerway (next to the Post Office)

301-441-8770
www.greenbeltartscenter.org
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