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Audubon Society Heads Group
On Environment Opposing ICC

by Thomas X. White

Community opposition to the
Intercounty Connector (ICC) is
being led by a group of
Audubon Naturalist Society vol-
unteers and other organizations
who have united under the ban-
ner, “Save Our Communities
Campaign.” In addition to the
Audubon Society, organizations
active in the campaign include
the Coadlition for Smarter Growth,
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation,
the Sierra Club, the Eyes of
Paint Branch, Longmead United
against the ICC, the Montgom-
ery Intercounty Connector Coali-
tion and a host of other civic and
environmental organizations.
Their ralying cry is “We can do
better than an ICC.”

For many of these groups this
is the third or fourth time they
have organized for community
opposition to the ICC or its ear-
lier, pre-1975 version of the
“Outer Beltway.” Given another
life now by the administration of

Governor Robert L. Ehrlich, Jr.
and the national administration’s
streamlined transportation plan-
ning and environmental impact
procedures, this coalition of op-
position groups find themselves
up against a very “slick” cam-
paign to justify a facility they
see as devastating the environ-
ment in its path, while providing
little or no real relief to traffic
volumes and congestion.

“For its estimated $3-hillion
plus price tag, this is essentially
an under-performing highway,”
according to Brian Henry of the
Audubon Naturalist Society.
“[An ICC] will not provide any
improvements to the congestion
being experienced on the Beltway
(1-495), 1-95 or 1-270. The pro-
posed build aternatives will in-
crease the number of vehicle
miles traveled and will do noth-
ing to ease or relieve traffic on
local roads.”

Henry has aso noted the holi-

day release time of the volumi-
nous Draft Environmental Impact
Study (DEIS). He asserts that
this strategic scheduling of DEIS
hearings just after the holiday
season shows enormous disre-
spect for citizens concerned
about this project.

“This is part of a wider pat-
tern,” says Lauren Olsen, assis-
tant director at the Coalition for
Smarter Growth. “First the state
defined the study not to meet the
needs of the community but as a
major highway facility, exclud-
ing an honest look at a range of
viable [traffic management] solu-
tions. Next, they've pushed
agencies [at the] local to federal
levels into accepting an artifi-
cially accelerated timeline —
squashing or leaving behind any
dissenting opinions.”

Henry also took issue with the
rhetoric contained in the pub-

See OPPOSITION, page 6

SHA Hearing on ICC to Focus
On Environmental Issues

by Virginia Beauchamp

Eight years ago next spring,
the State Highway Administra-
tion (SHA) held a public hearing
at Eleanor Roosevelt High
School. Its purpose was to set
forth plans for the proposed In-
tercounty Connector.

This superhighway, or ICC,
was to connect Montgomery
County from 1-270 on the west
with Prince George's County at
or near 1-95 south of Laurel. On
display at the hearing were maps,
charts and design modules set
forth on easels; a formal presen-
tation followed.

Something like that will hap-
pen again, at the same place and
for the same reason on Tuesday,
January 4 from 5 to 11 p.m. Pub-
lic testimony will begin a 6 p.m.

Between these two forums
much controversy has occurred.
Proponents, mostly from Mont-
gomery County, argue that com-
muters will experience a signifi-
cant cut in travel time.

Opponents from both counties
focus on how the environment
would be impacted by what in
1997 was described as some “36
acres of impervious area.”
Former Maryland Governor Parris
Glendening, persuaded by this
more negative view, shut off fur-
ther planning for the project.

But a new governor sees
things differently. Governor
Robert Ehrlich, supported by
lobbying by Montgomery
County Executive Douglas
Duncan, has come out strongly
for the new highway. And in-
deed during the last few years

traffic has so much increased be-
tween the two counties that
movement east and west often
stands at gridlock.
Environmental Answers

A major change in arguments
for the ICC deals with environ-
mental issues. Seven years ago a
Montgomery County opposition
group pinned their argument on
a number of specimen trees that
would be destroyed if the high-
way plans went through.

Prince George's County oppo-
nents were shocked by an ICC
interchange design at New Hamp-
shire Avenue that would have cre-
ated 11 lanes of concrete at the
watershed for Paint Branch. This
stream, flowing along the north-
ern boundary of the University of
Maryland campus, incorporates
Indian Creek as a tributary.

This time around, highway
proponents  will not be
blindsided by advocates for the
environment. As though to meet
every possible argument, a num-
ber of federa and state agencies
have jointly prepared a huge
document, something over 1,600
pages. This is the Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS),
the study that will be the center
of the January 4 hearing on the
ICC.

Agencies involved in prepara-
tion of the DEIS include the US
Department of Transportation, the
Maryland Department of Trans-
portation (including the SHA),
the Maryland Transportation Au-
thority, the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the US

Army Corps of Engineers and the
Maryland Department of the En-
vironment (MDE).

Environmental Sewardship

With the DEIS a new, positive
concept has emerged. Called
Environmental Stewardship and
described as “unprecedented,”
this philosophy claims that in
conjunction with the construc-
tion of the ICC, the “natural, cul-
tural and community resources’
will be “enhanced.”

For example, stormwater man-
agement facilities will be retrofit-
ted according to this study and
water quality and stream habitat

See HEARING, page 6

What Goes On

Friday, December 31 — City
and GHI office closed in ob-
servance of New Year's

7 p.m. to 1 am., Greenbelt
New Year, Community Center,
Youth Center, Old Greenbelt
Theatre, New Deal Café,
Greenbelt Arts Center
Sunday, January 2

1 to 5 p.m., Artful After-
noon, Community Center
Tuesday, January 4

5to 11 p.m., Public Hear-
ing on Intercounty Connector,
Eleanor Roosevelt High
School
Wednesday, January 5

7 p.m., GHI Worksession
with Board of Directors, Audit,
A&E and Ad Hoc Yardline
Committees, Board Room

Top Stories 2004

Metroland

Throughout 2004 the City of Greenbelt stood in opposition
to county, state and private plans for developing the proposed
Metroland site. At a January public hearing by the State High-
way Administration, the city argued against Beltway access
plans as bringing heavy traffic on to city streets to advantage a
private development.  In April, however, Metro Land Develop-
ers LLC and the city were close to an agreement on other as-
pects of the proposed development, which would have led the
city to withdraw its suit with the Court of Special Appeals con-
cerning the concept plan and preliminary plan of development.
But the expected agreement foundered on the developer’s re-
fusal of the city’s request to annex the property.

In September the Court upheld the city’s contention that ac-
cording to current zoning law roads surrounding the development
area were inadequate and that thus both the conceptua site plan
and the preliminary plan of development, previously accepted by
the County’s Planning Board and the County Council, could not
be approved. Both Metro Land Developers and the Planning
Board filed writs of certiorari in October requesting reconsidera-
tion of the Specia Appeas Court decision.

In the meantime owners of the former A. H. Smith sand and
gravel facilities, Greenbelt Metropark LLC, began work without
a permit to dewater old wash ponds on the site. Although the
Maryland Department of the Environment issued a stop work or-
der, the process was permitted to continue after a sediment con-
trol plan was submitted.

As the year ended, the Court of Appeals refused to reconsider
the lower court’s ruling. The Metroland approval process must
start anew with a conceptual site plan based on the zoning or-
dinance.

Springhill L ake Reconstruction

In January, AIMCO, owners of the nearly 3,000-unit Springhill
Lake apartment complex, sponsored a design charette conducted
by the architectura firm of Duany Platter-Zyberk & Company that
proposed tearing down all apartments over a period of six years
and replacing them with 4,500 modern apartment units in a vari-
ety of building styles. While most apartments would be rental, a
few would be owner-occupied. Rents for five percent of the units
would be subsidized but the remainder would cost between
$1,500 and $2,100 a month. Also considered for replacement in
the plan were the Springhill Lake Elementary School and the
city’s Springhill Lake Recreation Center. City officials generaly
reacted favorably to the concept but expressed disappointment that
there would not be more owner-occupied units. Although AIMCO
hoped to make a decision on the project within six months, there
have been no further announcements.

Nursing Hometo BeReplaced

Baier Properties, contract purchaser for the Greenbelt Conva-
lescent Center building located on Greenbelt Road next to the
National Guard Armory and University Square Apartments,
sought the Greenbelt City Council’s blessing to tear down the
existing building and replace it with a condominium apartment
building of about 90 units. The existing building, through ne-
glect during its many years of vacancy, is no longer considered
useable or economically viable for nursing home, assisted living
or other institutional use. Needed for the project to succeed are
amendments to the zoning code, which were presented to the
county council on the last day for filing legislation for the cur-
rent council session. Meanwhile city officials, while generaly
supportive, worked with the developer to iron out the details of
the building plans and obtain assurances that they would have
a say in any plan changes. (According to City Planner Terri
Hruby, legislation supported by the city was passed with one
amendment.)

MovieTheater Renovation

Having acquired the Old Greenbelt Theatre in 2003, Greenbelt
City Council met in 2004 with city staff and representatives from
GTM Architects in worksession to review possible renovations to
the structure. Council agreed that upgrades affecting safety were
the highest priority. These included improvements to the emer-
gency and exit lighting and aisle lighting, the fire darm system
and repair or replacement of the exit doors from the main audi-
torium.

Plans for upgrades to the restrooms, to include handicap ac-
cess, were approved by council in October.

Other improvements considered were replacement or augmen-
tation of the electrical system, improvements to the lobby area
and adding more handicapped-accessible seating areas.

Specific costs for the projects could not be made at the time,
but the total projected was more than double origina estimates.

See TOP STORIES, page 8
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Editorial
Metroland Still Unresolved

City officials are celebrating the final decision by
Maryland's highest court not to reconsider the recent Mary-
land Court of Appeals decision supporting the city’s con-
tention that the conceptual site plan and preliminary plat
of subdivision for the Metroland property were erroneously
approved by the Prince George’'s Planning Board and
County Council. Certainly City Attorney Robert A. Manzi
deserves praise and congratulations for convincing the ap-
peals court to reverse the decisions of the lower Circuit
Court and the County Council. Whether, in the long run,
this success in the court case proves beneficial to the city
remains to be seen.

With the court voiding the conceptual site plan for the
proposed mixed-use development of townhomes, apartments,
retail stores, entertainment facilities and office buildings to
be located at the Greenbelt Metro Station and the unincor-
porated property to the south, the Prince George's Planning
Board now must consider adopting a new plan meeting
zoning ordinance requirements for property developed
within a designated Metro Planned Community. Among
other things, that county law requires funding of needed
public facilities to serve the development either by inclu-
sion in an official capital improvement program or by the
developer. The court-rejected plan failed to show funding
for improvements that the Planning Board determined were
needed, the most significant being construction of addi-
tional ramps from the Beltway to the Metro Station access
road.

The Metroland property is too vauable for development
not to take place. One way or another, sooner or later, it
will be done. Whether the results will be to the city
council’s liking remains to be seen. Hopefully, the devel-
oper-owners of Metroland and the city, together with Col-
lege Park and Berwyn Heights, can reach mutual under-
standing with the planning board and county council for a
project that will benefit all.

Before the appeals court decision was handed down,
Metroland representatives and the city council seemed to
be close to reaching an agreement to settle the suit. The
terms of that draft agreement were complicated and dealt
with many issues. Perhaps they can now form the basis for
a new plan. Previously, for unknown reasons, the devel-
oper-owner representatives withdrew from the settlement.

Besides the possibility of mutual agreement, however, it
is also possible that the interests of the city could be ig-
nored or that the city might make unacceptable demands of
the other parties. If either happens, the county might go
ahead and approve a plan meeting zoning ordinance re-
quirements (which the county council can amend) in spite
of how the city council feels. We hope that will not be the
case.

We support a high-quality mixed-use planned commu-
nity for the Metroland property. We think it makes sense
to concentrate development at Metro stations that encour-
ages the use of public transportation and reduces the need
to drive automobiles. We think it is in the best interests
of both the county and the city to assure that high-quality
development takes place at the Greenbelt Metro Station.
However, we strongly believe that any development must
minimally impact upon sensitive environmental areas and
not adversely affect existing Greenbelt businesses, residen-
tial areas and roads.

We urge everyone involved to work together in a posi-
tive way to devise a preliminary plan to enable the success-
ful development of Metroland so it may become another
one of the many benefits of living and working in this city
and county.

THANKS

Many thanks go out to all
who so generously contributed
to our toy drive; we filled our
big box severa times over with
teddy bears, matchbox cars,
books and much more. The toys
were passed on to the Lions Club
who will distribute them for the
holiday to local families,
churches and hospitals for chil-
dren in need.

Thanks again!

Sarah Phillips,

Community Affairs Director,

Greenbriar Condominiums

Open Letter

Sgt. Michael Reiss

Maryland National Capital
Park Police

Prince George's County
Division

Dear Sgt. Reiss,

December 1 was an unpleasant
day. It was cold and windy with
gusts up to 45 miles per hour
and | was on a stretch of
Greenbelt Road where the cars
race by. | was delivering Meals
On Wheels and still had 16
houses to deliver to when | had
a blowout on my front tire. The
front tire, obviously, meant that |
could not drive it to a service
station. AAA may have taken
hours before they could get to
me. | am a senior citizen and
may not have been strong
enough to change the tire.

Officer Gustavo Perez stopped
and introduced himself and said
that he could help. | was con-
cerned about the cost but he
said there would be no charge.
Very efficiently and quickly he
changed my tire. | tried to give
him some money but he said
“No, it is part of my job” But
| said “You are off duty” This
made no difference to him! |
told him that | would make a
donation to Lou Gehrig Research
(which | mailed this morning).

| thanked him and in just a
few minutes | was on my way.
Not only did he help me but the
Meas On Wheels recipients were
able to get their food while it
was still hot.

Linda Curtis

January’s Theme Is Peace
For Artful Afternoon Program

When the hustle and blare of
the holidays is over and the new
year starts, people may be glad
to find a little peace at the
city’s Artful Afternoon. The
January Artful Afternoon program,
with a peace theme, will be held
on Sunday, January 2 from 1 to
5 p.m. at the Greenbelt Commu-
nity Center.

Peace buttons and posters will
be made from 1 to 3 p.m. with
Greenbelt Community Center
Artist-in-Residence Pam Hager-
horst.

Greenbelt resident Sondra
Holland will offer stories about
peaceful leader Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. from 1 to 1:30 p.m. and
peace songs from 2:30 to 3 p.m.,
culminating in a Peace March
around the Community Center at
3 p.m. Bring buttons and post-
ers to the march.

In the Community Center
Gallery see “A Gaze, Met and
Unmet: Photographs by Harold
Anderson.” A resident of
Greenbelt, Anderson shows pho-
tography from around the world:
from Paris and Australia to
Greenbelt. “Most of my photo-
graphs show people and multiple
viewpoints: what | see, what
they see and what | see them
seeing,” he says of his work.
“. . . | think the best photo-

graphs are the ones that ask ques-
tions, that leave you feeling that
you have witnessed something,”
says Anderson. The prints are
available for sale, framed or un-
framed.

From 1 to 5 p.m., participants
can visit the working studios of
Greenbelt’s own artists-in-resi-
dence on the third floor of the
Community Center.

For historic perspectives on
Greenbelt, there will be guided
tours from 1 to 4 p.m. of the his-
toric home at 10-B Crescent
Road operated by the Greenbelt
Museum. Visitors may also want
to visit the museum’s exhibit at
the Community Center — “Liv-
ing the Healthy Life” which ex-
plores the history of sport, health
and fitness in the New Deal Era
This exhibit is open 9 am. to 10
p.m. daily.

Artful Afternoons are held the
first Sunday of every month from
1to 5 p.m. at the Greenbelt Com-
munity Center, at 15 Crescent
Road. Artful Afternoons are a suit-
able outing for families and people
of dl ages and offer an introduc-
tion to the many programs and
classes available through the City
of Greenbelt Department of Recre-
ation. For additional information,
call Barbara Dickey Davis at 240-
542-2062.

e

Theimage, entitled “Mira,” wastaken by Greenbelt photographer
and ethnographer Harold Ander son whosework iscurrently on dis-

play intheArt Gallery.
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GIVE LIFE
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THEATRE
Week of Dec. 31

POLAR EXPRESS (G)
BEING JULIA (R)

Friday
Polar Express *1:00, *3:10
Being Julia *5:15, 7:30

Saturday
Polar Express *1:00, *3:10
Being Julia *5:15, 7:30, 9:40

Sunday
Polar Express *1:00, *3:10

Being Julia *5:15, 7:30

Monday-Thursday
Being Julia *5:15, 7:30

Director: Randy Ba

Greenbelt Arts

These shows at $5.00 Lower level of

301-474-9744 « 301-474-9745
129 Centerway
www.pgtheatres.com

Greenbelt Arts Center

announces

AUDITIONS
for
Night of the
I

by Tennessee Williams

rth Producer: Gene Duarte

January 3 & 4, 2005 at 7:30pm

Readi

ngs from script.
Center, 123 Centerway
the Co-op Supermarket,

next to the Post Office.
301-441-8770
www.greenbeltartscenter.org

newsreview@greenbelt.com
301-474-4131 « FAX 301-474-5880
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Agnes Conaty, Austin Conaty, Randy Crenwelge, Cynthia Cummings, Kay Cummings, Peter
Curtis, Pat Davis, Thelma deMola, Nicola Dickenson, Thomas Fishbeck, Eli Flam, Anne Gardner,
Terri Gates, Al Geiger, Bernina McGee Giese, James Giese, Marjorie Gray, Eve Gresser, Carol
Griffith, Shirl Hayes, Sabine Hentrich, Solange Hess, Barbara Hopkins, Heather Sparks Howard,
Kathie Jarva, Elizabeth Jay, Tiane Johnson, Suzanne Krofchik, Meta Lagerwerff, Pam Lambird,
Sandra Lange, Lucie MacKinnon, Pat McCoy, Kathleen McFarland, Emma Mendoza, Mary
Moien, Marat Moore, Diane Oberg, Elly Oudemans, Linda Paul, Karl Pefia, Leonie Penney,
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Community Events

Owners Move Back
Into Restored Homes

by Jennifer Fullmer, Greenbriar Operations M anager

On Friday, December 17
nine of the 15 Greenbriar
homes in 7806 Hanover Park-
way received Use and Occu-
pancy Permits. The first three
homeowners moved back into
7806 over the following week-
end. The remaining six units
were scheduled for inspection
by county and city inspectors
the week of December 20.
Mail delivery to the building
resumed December 22. All
but two owners of homes in
7806 have arranged their final
walk through and the remain-
ing two are pending the own-
ers availability. One unit will
not be completed until after
Christmas due to delays in
selecting final touches, such

Editor’s Note: The fire occurred on November 21, 2003.

as carpet.

Sarah Phillips, the Commu-
nity Affairs director, is coordi-
nating “welcome home” bas-
kets that the Fire Relief Com-
mittee put together. So far
five homeowners have re-
ceived baskets and have ex-
pressed deep gratitude.

The City of Greenbelt's
Planning and Community De-
velopment Department has
been very helpful and instru-
mental during this process.
Inspector Willie Davis has
been following the progress of
7806 since the night of the
fire. Davis' dedication and
commitment to the process is
very much appreciated by
Greenbriar.

Strategy Games

Club Starting

The Greenbelt Recreation De-
partment is beginning a new Strat-
egy Games Club. The Club will
have its first meeting on Tuesday,
January 4 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
at the Greenbelt Youth Center.
Many new strategy games will be
introduced and played, including
Carcassone, Quinto, Lost Cities,
GO, as well as familiar games like
chess, checkers and backgammon.
Anyone age 8 and above is in-
vited to participate in this club.
There is no fee to join, just show
up and be ready to give the brain
a workout and have loads of fun
a the same time.

Call 301-397-2208 x2054 for
more information or emalil
khasel ey @greenbeltmd.gov.

New Homebound

Book Program

The Greenbelt Assistant in
Living (GAIL) Program is starting
a Homebound Book Program in
partnership with the Prince
George's County Library System.

The goa of the program is to
offer homebound residents access
to books, including large-print
books. Participants will be inter-
viewed by GAIL staff and will
choose the specific categories of
books desired. A program volun-
teer would deliver books once
every four weeks.

Those wishing to volunteer to
deliver books to the homebound
in Greenbelt once every four
weeks or to enroll in the
Homebound Book Program
should contact Belicia Swinson at
240-542-2036. Enrollment begins
Tuesday, January 4. Training for
volunteers delivering books will
be Monday, January 31 or Satur-
day, February 12 at the Greenbelt
Library, 11 Crescent Road. All
ages of homebound Greenbdlt resi-
dents are welcome.

At the Library

Tuesday, January 4, 10:30
am. — Storytime, newborns to 24
months with caregiver. Limited
to 15 babies.

Wednesday, January 5, 10:30
am. — Storytime for ages 24 to
36 months with caregiver, limit
15.

Thursday, January 6, 10:30
am. — Storytime for ages 3 to 5,
limit 20.

Mishkan Torah Hosts

Café Tzedakah

On Saturday, January 8 at
7:30 p.m., Café Tzedakah, spon-
sored by Mishkan Torah's Social
Action Committee, returns to
present a smorgasbord of
Mishkan Torah and the local
community’s young talents as
well as "Quinto," a quintet of mu-
sicians who are recent graduates
of Eleanor Roosevelt High
School. The night's beneficiary
will be Eleanor Roosevelt High
School’s new Jewish Student As-
sociation. For questions, call
Dina Goldberg-Strassler at 301-
345-8755. Admission will be a
non-perishable food item for dis-
tribution to the area’s hungry.
Mishkan Torah is located at 10
Ridge Road at the corner of
Westway.

Greenbelt Artists
At New Deal Café

The current show of Green-
belt artists at the New Deal Café
will be extended through the
month of January. Over 20 local
artists have their work on dis-
play. People who have been too
busy to see this exhibit should
stop by before January 30. The
monthly art shows at the New
Deal Café are sponsored by the
Friends of New Deal Café Arts,
with a supporting grant from
Prince George's County, arranged
by County Councilmember Dou-
glas J. J. Peters.

GHI Notes

GHI offices will be closed on
Friday, December 31 for New
Year's Day. Emergency mainte-
nance will be available by call-
ing 301-474-6011.

January 6 at 7 p.m., Invest-
ment Committee, Board Room

January 8 at 11 am., Pre-pur-
chase Orientation, Board Room.

Register for Knit
And Crochet Group

Anyone planning on partici-
pating in the new Knit and Cro-
chet Group on Friday mornings
from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Greenbelt Community Center
will need to pre-register. Stop by
the Community Center to fill
out a registration form. Call 301-
397-2208 for more information.

Tutorlng Resumes

At the completion of the win-
ter break, the homework and tu-
toring clubs will resume on Tues-
day, January 4 at the Springhill
Lake Recreation Center from
3:45 to 5 p.m. and on Wednes-
day, January 5 at the Schrom
Hills Park Center from 3:45 to 6
p.m.

The Greenbelt Moving Ahead
Program will resume on Saturday,
January 8 at the Springhill Lake
Recreation Center from 9:30 am.
to noon.

For more information call
Janet Goldberg at 301-397-2212.
All programs are free.

Folk Dance Group

Holds Open House
Sign up for International Folk
Dance classes and burn off those
extra holiday pounds. No expe-
rience or partner is needed.
Come to the free open house on
Friday, January 7 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Youth Center. Roland Forbes
winter session of eight classes
begins on January 14 at 8 p.m.
There is a fee for the classes.

Film on Nigerian

Refugees Exodus

On Wednesday, January 5 at
8:30 p.m., GATE will host Chike
Nwabukwu's preview of “Father
Diaspora,” a documentary on the
exodus of Nigerian refugees. The
program will take place at the New
Ded Café in Roosevelt Center. As
the producer and director,
Nwabukwu will talk about the in-
spiration for his documentary.

A re-showing of Mike
McMullin's “Cicada Rescue Fed-
eration” mockumentary will fol-
low. There is no charge.

Explore Historic

Package Homes

Explorations Unlimited will
open its winter session on Friday,
January 7 with a presentation by
George Denny, current mayor of
Brentwood, who will talk about
Sears, Roebuck and Victorian
Mail Order Homes, using publica-
tions put together by the Mary-
land-National Capital Park and
Planning Commission as his
source. He will “explore” cata-
log styles, discuss where some of
the ones that came to Prince
George’'s County still can be
found and talk about some real
people who ordered them.

Denny is retired from the
Prince George’'s County Public
schools where, during a 34 year
career he was a teacher, counse-
lor and administrator. He has
also been an elected officia in
the Town of Brentwood off and
on since about 1970 or 1971,
logging over 24 years as a
councilmember and mayor. He is
also the author of a book titled
“Proud Past, Promising Future:
Cities and Towns in Prince
George's County, Maryland.” It
won an award from the Prince
George's County Historical Soci-
ety not long after it was pub-
lished in 1997.

Explorations Unlimited is a
speaker series held every Friday
from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Green-
belt Community Center. This
presentation will be held in the
Senior Classroom. Everyone is
welcome to attend and questions
are encouraged.

Call 301-397-2208 for more
information.

Countdown to Greenbelt
New Year 2005 Begins

by Patti Brothers

There are only a
few hours to solidify
last-minute New
Year’'s Eve plans.
Those who haven’t
already made plans
for bringing in the
new year are invited
to join their friends
and neighbors at
Greenbelt New Year
2005.

The evening’s activities are
planned for five different loca-
tions. Among the planned
events, the Community Center
will host the sounds of the Latin
Jazz All Stars — new to the cel-
ebration. Other events taking
place there will be the KayDee
Puppets, who return to the cel-
ebration to delight the audience
with “let your imagination take
you away” puppet shows.

Magic Mike, always popular,
will delight both children and
adults with his mystical magic
and balloon-sculpturing skills.
The Banjo Man, new to the cel-
ebration, will be playing terrific
tunes and Tim the Storyteller re-
turns with his tall tales. The
children’s craft room will be the
cregtive quarters for Wizard of Oz
crafts.

For those who feel like danc-
ing, the St. Columba’'s Scottish
Dancers will have everyone up on
their feet. Lessons will be pro-
vided. John Hill, aways a cel-
ebration favorite, will provide the
partygoers with a full night of
music from his acoustic guitar
and wonderful voice. And don’t
forget “once in a lifetime” hair-
styles, both artful and fun, in the
Wecky Hair Salon courtesy of the
Greenbelt Swim Team. DC Mo-
tors will begin the fina celebra-
tion and ring in the New Year in
fine style with nonstop sounds
that span the last four decades.

Youth Center

The Youth Center
will have lots of “get
involved” activities
for everyone - a
huge twister game
(can one's body
stretch that far and
that way?) and an ob-
stacle course (try to
out-run neighbors),
both provided by
Talk of the Town. There will be
a karaoke dee jay provided by
Sight and Sound Entertainment
playing music al night long for
listening and singing. Don't
forget the sounds of the wonder-
ful group “Adrenalin” in the
Multipurpose Room.

Other Locations

The Arts Center will have a
teen cabaret and a reading of a
new play. The New Dea Café
will have live jazz and an after-
the-celebration breakfast at 1 am.

During the later part of the
evening, the movie theater will
show the locally made film
“Green Concrete,” courtesy of
GAVA.

Food will be plentiful for the
entire evening, with great des-
serts by Chef Lou and delicious
edibles provided by St. Hugh's
Home & School Organization in
the Community Center. Pizza
and snacks will be provided by
Girl Scout Troop 2142 at the
Youth Center. Don't eat at home
— eat at the celebration.

Discount tickets are on sale at
the Community Center and Youth
Center until 4:30 on December
30. They will be on sale at the
Greenbelt Co-op until noon on
December 31. Tickets at the door
are dlightly higher but still very
reasonably priced. Children under
5 are free. Cdl 301-397-2208 for
more information.

Don't miss Greenbelt New Year 2005.
A fun time will be had by all!

GREENBELT

Planning Session

* Yardline Issues

WOMES INC

THE COOPERATINE®

NOTICE OF WORKSESSION

GHI Board of Directors
Audit Committee
A&E Committee

Ad Hoc Yardline Committee

Wednesday, January 5, 2005
GHI Board Room
7:00 p.m.

» Standards for Additions & Exterior Modification
e Board Task List Review

CommuniTy

Dorothy Lauber
Secretary
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Vincent A. Gittles

Vincent A. Gittles (Vinnie), 55,
of Greenbelt, died on Sunday,
December 19, 2004, after a short,
brave battle with cancer.

Mr. Gittles served in the U.S.
Air Force in the 366th Security
Police Squadron in Vietham and
later at Andrews AFB. After his
honorable discharge, he went to
work for the Cheverly Police De-
partment until an injury in the
line of duty forced him to retire.

He thereafter devoted many
years of volunteer service to the
American Legion and the Frater-
nal Order of Police where he
held various officer positions in-
cluding (past) president of the
FOP Sheriff’s and Municipal
Lodge 9.

Most recently, his charitable
efforts were devoted to the res-
cue and placement of homeless
West Highland White Terriers lo-
cally and nationwide. He cher-
ished his three West Highland
White Terriers.

He is survived by his wife of
21 years, Angela M. Gittles; his
daughter Stacie L. Maxwell and
infant granddaughter Rachael A.
Maxwell, of Fairfax, Va.; mother
Theresa Gittles of Indian Or-
chard, Mass.; Aunt Janet Nurczyk
of Haydenville, Mass.; sisters
Michaelene Albright of Amesbury,
Mass. and Felicia Jedrykowski of
Chicopee, Mass.; brother
Lawrence Armata of Chicopee,
Mass.; and a host of other rela-
tives and friends.

Services and inurnment will
be held Thursday, January 6,
2005, at 2 p.m. at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery. Friends are to
assemble at the Administration
building by 1:30 pm. Memorial
contributions may be made to
WestieMed, Inc., 478 West Hill,
Stamford, CT 06902 (http://
www.westiemed.com).
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Vincent A. Gittlesand oneof his
cherished Westies.

BRYAN

Paid Advertising

Baha'i Faith
"Know thou of a truth that the soul,
after its separation from the body,

will continue to progress until it
attaineth the presence of God,
in a state and condition which
neither the revolution of ages and
centuries, nor the changes and
chances of this world, can alter.
Itwill endure as long as the
Kingdom of God, His sovereighty,
His dominion and power
willendure."
—Bahaullah

Greenbelt Baha'i Community
P.O. Box 245
Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-345-2918 301-220-3160
www.bahaiorg  www.us.bahai.org

Children's Christmas Pageant
At Community Church

by Rick Ransom

On December 19, the
Greenbelt Community Church
sponsored a Christmas pageant
at their Sunday worship service
that featured many children resid-
ing in and around the Greenbelt
area. The play, titled “Wizards
Watch at Night,” was written by
Greenbelter Amy Hansen. Three
wizards discern the arrival of a
new king using their special
sources of knowledge: the stars, a
book and a mysterious musical
box. The question is “Where
and Who.” They journey to dis-
cover the answer.

Kristen Beauchamp, Cortnee
Hamlin and Alma Knutson sang
“How Could They Know,” writ-
ten by Rick Ransom, to intro-
duce the play. The three wizards
were played by Mairead
Alexander, Scott Hansen and
Samantha Scheff. During the
play, each time one of the wiz-
ards opened the musical “box,”
portions of songs were revealed
giving them clues to their desti-
nation. The children’s choir had
recorded al of these song snip-
pets onto tape. Scott Burnett ac-
tivated a cassette player when
cued, to simulate the music com-
ing from the box. In one scene,
the angel choir joined the wiz-
ards while singing “Angels We
Have Heard on High.” Herald
the angel (Colleen Costenoble-
Caherty) spoke for the group as
the other pointed to her and
sang “Hark the Herald Angels
Sing” (puns and humor fully in-
tended). Others in the angel
choir included Clare Alexander,
Kathryn Breon, Dawn Burnett,
Anja Holland, Sara McCarthy,
Abigail Moore and Skylar Scheff.

On their journey, the wizards

were approached by a citizen
(Jan Knutson) out to ring the
bells to announce the birth of a
savior. Upon hearing she had
given birth to a royal heir, the
wizards approached a queen,
played by Lindsey Bearden.
Alas, her baby was a future
queen. As the angel choir left
the stage, several shepherds ran
in, having come from the fields
to the City of David. Ryland
Heagy, Matthew Kahan, Brian
O’Neil and Allan Beauchamp
were the shepherds. At the cli-
max, Innkeepers Armel Mbah and
Atanga Mancho informed the
wizards that they had so many
guests they had started putting
them in the stable.

The manger scene included
Claire Costenoble-Caherty as
Maria and Ashley Mbah as an
angel offering explanations and
assurance to the wizards that
their journey had indeed been
successful.  Stephen Henderson,
Rose Colby and a few adults
served to fill in the traditional
ending that had a slight surprise
twist.

Klezmer Band Plays
At Kennedy Center

The Kol Haruach Klezmer
Band, managed by former
Greenbelt resident Brian Choper
will perform at the Millenium
Stage of the Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C., on Saturday,
January 8, at 6 p.m. This con-
cert is a free concert for those
who attend. Kol Haruach per-
formed at Mishkan Torah last
May to a very appreciative audi-
ence. The band has a reputation
for music with flair.

wivw, greenbeltbaptist.org

GREENBELT BAPTIST CHURCH
Comrner of Crescent and Greenhill Roads
ereenbelt. baptste verizon et

301-474-4212

Dr. Mark Johnson, Pastor

Sun. Worship 8:35 am, 11:00 am .
Wed. Praise and Prayer 7:00 pm
Wed. Living Proof, Youth Event 7:00 pm

“Building Bridges to the Family of God thru the Love of Christ”

Sundays: 8:00 am
9:00 am

10:00 am

1:30 pm

Wednesdays: 7:00 pm

St. George's Episcopal/
Anglican Church

7010 Glenn Dale Road
(Lanham-Severn Road & Glenn Dale Road)
301-262-3285 | rector@stgeo.org | www.stgeo.org

Simple, quiet Mass

Christian education for all ages
Sung Mass with organ and folk
music, ASL interpreted

Signed Mass (last Sunday of each
month only)

Simple, quiet Mass
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STOP and REFLECT

This past week the world has witnessed an

enormous natural disaster, the likes of which

has not been seen in more than 200 years.

Such events remind us of the power of the

Creator and provide an opportunity. Allah,

the Almighty, states in the Holy Quran that,

"Every soul will taste of death.” (3:185) Whether

it be the death of a loved one or death on a mas-

sive scale as in Asia, we are reminded of the limited nature of our own
lives on this earth. In this capacity we are given an opportunity to pre-
pare for our own demise. Take a moment to reflect on how you can
worship the Creator, exercise patience and understanding, foster peace,
seek forgiveness and appreciate the fact that everything we know in this

world happens through God's will.

For more information on Islam, contact 301-982-9463 or e-mail
muslimguide@hotmail.om or visit www.islam-guide.com.

Thomas (Tom) Pacl

A memoria service will be
held for Tom Pacl on January
2, 2005 at 2 p.m. at Paint
Branch Unitarian Universalist
Church. The church is located
in Adelphi at 3215 Powder
Mill Road. For directions call
301-937-3666.

Our sympathy to Angela
Gittles and family on the death
of her husband Vincent.

Condolences to Rose Haber
on the death of her son-in-law
Victor Goodman.

Congratulations to Thomas
Matthews of the Planning and
Community Development De-
partment on passing the property
maintenance certification exam.

Bereavement

Support Group

The Patuxent Widowed Per-
sons Service (PWPS) offers a pro-
gram to help widowed persons
adapt to their new circumstances.
A six-week mutua support group,
led by trained volunteers, will be
given in St. John’s Lutheran
Church, 5820 Riverdale Road,
Riverdale. This program is co-
sponsored by AARP and the
Greenbelt Senior Citizens Advi-
sory Committee.

Both emotional support and
practical information are provided.
The group will meet Friday after-
noons starting January 28. The
six weekly sessions take place
from 2 to 4 p.m. and last through
March 4. The program is free and
open to widowed men and women
of all ages, races and creeds.

Registration is required. For
details, directions and registration
cal either Leonie Penney at 301-
441-8943 or Kathleen McFarland
at 301-474-6892.

Paint Branch Unitarian

Universaist Church

3215 Powder Mill Road,
Beltsville/Adelphi (301-937-3666)
\\elcomes you to our open,
nurturing community

January 2, 10 am.
“Music that Moves Us’
Barbara W. and Jaco B. ten Hove
Barbara Wells ten Hove,

Jaco B. ten Hove,
co-ministers|

Ny

Catholic
Community

of Greenbelt
MASS

Sundays 10 A.M.
Municipal Building

Mowatt Memorial United Methodist Church

40 Ridge Road, Greenbelt
301-474-9410 www.gbgm-umc.org/mowatt

Rev. DaeHwa Park, Pastor

Sunday School 9:45am  \X/orship Service 11:00 am

(fHOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH
_-|||=- 6905 Greenbelt Road * 301-345-5111

Fri., Dec. 31 5:00 p.m. New Year's Eve Service
Sun., Jan. 2 8:00 a.m. Worship Service

8:45 a.m. Fellowship

9:15 am. Sunday School

9:15 am. Bible Class

10:30 a.m. Worship
Wed., Jan. 5 7:30 p.m. Evening Worship

Fax 301-220-0694 « E-mail myholycross@verizon.net

Greenbelt Community Church

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Hillside & Crescent Roads
Phone: 301-474-6171 mornings
www.greenbelt.com/gecucc/
Sunday Worship
10:15 a.m.

Daniel Hamlin, Pastor
"A church of the open mind, the warm heart,
the aspiring soul, and the social vision..."

ST. HUGH’'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
135 Crescent Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770
301-474-4322

New Year's Schedule

M asses
Friday, December 31 — New Year's Eve
Vigil Mass of Mary Mother of God — 7:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning, January 1 — New Year's Day
Holy Day Mass for Mary Mother of God — 10:00 am.
Saturday Evening, January 1
Vigil Mass for Epiphany — 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 2 — Epiphany
8:00 am., 9:30 am., and 11:00 a.m.

Pastor: Fr. Walter J. Tappe
Pastoral Associate: Fr. R. Scott Hurd
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“SoberRide” Offers

Free Taxicab Rides

Area officials have launched
an anti-drunk-driving initiative
designed to reduce holiday-time,
alcohol-related traffic incidents
in the Washington metropolitan
area. Citing the fact that the
winter holiday season is the
deadliest time of year when it
comes to drunk driving, a codli-
tion of local law enforcement of-
ficials, business professionals and
area citizens announced that free
cab rides will again be offered
throughout the winter holidays to
would-be drunk drivers in the
Greater Washington Area.

Offered by the Washington
Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP), the annual winter
“SoberRide” program will operate
between 8 p.m. and 4 am. each
evening through Saturday, Janu-
ary 1 as a way to keep local
roads safe from impaired drivers
during this traditionally high-
risk, holiday period.

Washington metropolitan area
residents celebrating with acohol
may call the toll-free “ SoberRide”
phone number 1-800-200-TAXI
(1-800-200-8294) and be pro-
vided a no-cost (up to $50), safe
way home. (Cingular customers
can call #8294 for the same ser-
vice) “SoberRide” is offered in
the Digtrict of Columbia, through-
out the Maryland counties of
Montgomery and Prince George's
and throughout the Northern Vir-
ginia counties of Arlington,
Fairfax, eastern Loudoun and
Prince William. In these aress lo-
cal taxicab companies will pro-
vide this no-cost service to loca
residents age 21 and older who
otherwise might have attempted
to drive home after drinking.

Since 1993, WRAP's
“SoberRide” program has pro-
vided 26,693 free cab rides to
potentially impaired drivers in
the Greater Washington Area.

For details visit WRAP's
website at http://www.wrap.org.

ERHS “Ice Raiders”

by Ken Fox

The Eleanor Roosevelt High
School Ice Raiders are presently
5-1 in Maryland Scholastic
Hockey League competition for
the 2004-2005 season. In 2005,
the Raiders' schedule is high-
lighted by a rematch against
Bowie High School on Monday,
January 24, in the Bowie Ice
Arena at Allen Pond. Game time
is 4:30 p.m.

The league will be taped and
aired on Bowie public access
cable TV, channel 77.

All other Raiders MSHL ice
hockey games are scheduled for
Fridays on January 7, 14 and 21;
and February 4 at 5:15 p.m. at
Wells, and at 5:45 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 11 at the Benfield Pines Ice
Arena. Opponents will be Hun-
tington, Southern, St. Mary’s
Ryken, Old Mill and Severna
Park High Schooal.

In November 2004, Bowie
edged Roosevelt 10-8 in non-
league play at the Wells Ice
Arena in College Park.

Games typically run 90 min-
utes (three 15-minute periods
plus time-outs) and are open to
the public with free admission.

Walking Tour

Discover the way Patuxent
Research Refuge provides habitat
and management for wildlife on
this 45-minute guided hike at
1:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 2.
Suitable for ages 12 and older.
No registration is necessary. Call
301-497-5763 for details.

/ GREENBELT

City Information

Holiday Hours:
Greenbelt Recreation Facilities

GCC GAEC YC/SHLRC
December 31 9am-1pm 6am-5pm 12-5pm
January 1 12-4pm 12-5pm 12-5pm

GCC - Greenbelt Community Center
GAFC - Greenbelt Aquatics and Fitness Center
YC - Youth Center
SHLRC - Springhill Lake Recreation Center

GREENBELT NEW
Y EAR 2005

Return to the Emerald City
Takeatrip downthe Yellow Brick Road to an alcohol-free New Year’'s
Eve cel ebration featuring entertainment for all ages, at these adjoining
venuesin the heart of historic Greenbelt:

Greenbelt Community Center « Greenbelt Youth Center ¢
Greenbelt Arts Center « Greenbelt Theater « New Deal Café
The party begins at 7pm on Friday, December 31
and lasts till after midnight

Confirmed entertainment: DC Motors, John Hill, Magic Mike,
Kaydee Puppets, Goddard Storytellers, The Banjo Man, Wacky
Hair Salon, Scottish Country Dancers, DJ and Giant Action
Games, Teen Cabaret, GAVA/GATE Animation Festival, Craft
making in the Emerald City Workshop, Desserts by Chef Lou,
Countdown to midnight. . . plus more to come!

Admission wristbands are $5 until December 30; $7 at the door.
Wristbands go on sale Monday, November 29 at Greenbelt Co-
op, the Community Center, and the Youth Center. Hosted by the
Greenbelt New Year Committee and the Greenbelt Recreation
Department. For more information, call the Community Center at
301-397-2208.

SEE FULL SCHEDULE AT www.ci.greenbelt.md.us

An Artful Afternoon
Sunday, January 2~1-5pm
Greenbdt Community Center

Enjoy this free mini arts festival featuring a studio open house,
art exhibits, projects, Greenbelt Museum tours, etc.

A PEACEFUL DAY
1-1:30pm PEACEFUL STORIES: Greenbelt resident Sondra
Holland will offer stories about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
2:30-3pm PEACEFUL SONGS: Culminating in aPeace
March aroung the Community Center at 3pm. Bring your
buttons and posters to the march.
ART EXHIBITS: Inthe Community Center Gallery: “ A Gaze
Unmet: Photographs by Harold Anderson”
MUSEUM EXHIBIT: “LivingtheHealthy Life” exploresthe
history of sport, health and fitness in the New Deal.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

City Officeswill be closed Friday, December 31%,
in observance of the New Year’s Holidays.
The Greenbelt Connection will not be operating that day.

REFUSE/RECYCLING SCHEDULE

Week of December 271"
AL L Refuse and Recycling Routes on Regular Schedule
Therewill be no appliance or yard waste collections
on Friday, December 31

WINTER GED COURSE

Greenbelt CARES begins the Winter 10-WEEK-GED
COURSE on Thursday, January 13, 2004. Registration will
be on Tuesday, January 11th ONLY beginning at 10:30am.
Course for Greenbelt residentsis free, $150 for non-
Greenbelt residents. Students will be required to pay $10 for
calculators and textbooks as well. Classes are held every
Tuesday and Thursday, in the Municipal Building.

GED I isfrom 10:30 - 12:30, GED Il isfrom 1:00 - 3:00.
For enrollment information, call CARES, 345-6660, ext.
2016 or email: jhering@ci.greenbelt.md.us.

CHRISTMAS TREE COLLECTION

Your discarded Christmas Tree can be recycled. The Public Works Department will pick up
trees at the locations listed below. The chips will be used as mulch around trees and flower
beds. Please bring trees to any of the following areas
beginning December 27, 2004 ending February 7, 2005.

GHI Greenbriar

- 73 Court Ridge Road -Playground opposite

- Plateau Place & Ridge Road -Corner on
Playground side

- Research Road & Hillside Road - Corner

- 44 Court Ridge Road - Areanear playground

- Eastway & Crescent Road -Corner

- 21 Court Ridge Road - Acrossfrom Green

Glen Oaks

- Between buildings 7708 and 7710 Hanover Pkwy.
- Between buildings 7728 and 7730 Hanover Pkwy.
- Between buildings 7826 and 7828 Hanover Pkwy.
- Between buildings 8003 and 8009 M andan Road

- Between buildings 7903 and 7905 M andan Road
- Between buildings 7509 and 7511 Mandan Road

GREENBELT
STRATEGY
GAMES CLUB

Tuesdays from
6:30-8:30pm
Beginning January 4, 2005
Greenbelt Youth Center

Fun for all ages!
Innovativeand Challenging!
Social & Fun!

For moreinfo call Karen

Ridge House Hunting Ridge - Between buildings 6936 and 6978, Hasdev: 301-397-2208 x 2054
- Crescent Road & Ridge Road-Playground at Hanover Parkway Earneét.udent Service Ii|(ours
junction Windsor Green - Court entrances, picked up by asaGames Volunteer!
- Parkway Road Windsor Green staff '

Corner across from Community Church

Greenbrook Village and Estates

Corner across from 58 Ct.
- 7 Court Southway Road-Playground at
LittleLeagueField
- 11 Court & 13 Court Ridge Road-Park area
between courts

- Southeast corner of OraGlen Dr. and Matthew Dr.

- Southeast corner of Hanover Parkway and
Greenbrook Drive

- Mandan Road and Mathew St.-in front of barricade

Greenwood Village

OPENINGS ON BOARDS &
COMMITTEES
Volunteer to serve on

Boxwood - Opposite 8175 Mandan Terrace City Council advisory

- lvy Lane and Lastner Lane-Playground - Opposite 7646 Mandan Road groups. Vacancies

L akewood - Opposite 7648 M andan Road exist on the:

- Greenhill Road and Crescent Road Greenspring and Greenspring || Advisory Planning Board
(by Baptist Church) - Southwest corner of Megan Lane and Craddock Rd.

Charlestowne Village and Charlestowne
North - Adjacent to Attic Park

University Square -Front of swimming pool
L akeside North- -Near Swimming pool

Springhill Lake--Community Building

& & &

Belle Point

- Park areabetween 7926 and 8006 Greenbury Drive
- Corner of Spring Manor Drive and Springshire Way
- Open areabetween 6519 and 6515 Springcrest Dr.

- Corner of Vanity Fair Drive and Prince James Way

- Open area between 7800 and 7801 Vanity Fair Drive
- Open areabeside 7962 Vanity Fair Drive

Greenbelt Lake Village

- Open areabetween 6729 & 6715 Village Park Drive

- Open areaacrossfrom 6632 Lake Park Drive

- Open areaacrossfrom 6510 & 6512 Lake Park Drive

Public Safety Advisory
Committee

Senior Citizens Advisory
Committee

For more information,
please call
301-474-8000.

W shi ng all

a Safe and Happy

New Year fromthe

Cty of Geenbelt!
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HEARING continued from page 1

OPPOSITION continued from page 1

will be improved. Wetland and
forest acreage will be increased
as well and historic structures
will be renovated and park facili-
ties improved.

Some 900 or more “project
opportunities” have been identi-
fied, according to promotiona lit-
erature accompanying the DEIS.
These include such amenities as
bicycle/pedestrian trails, improve-
ments to specific historic struc-
tures, community sidewalks and
signage directing interest to his-
toric sites.  (In recent weeks,
however, one proposed bicycle
trail has been eliminated as a
cost-cutting measure.)

Specifically focused on the
natural environment are stream
restoration, wetland creation and
preservation, stormwater manage-
ment, fish blockage remova and
forest buffer enhancement along
streams and waterways. Creating
animal crossings will be one as-
pect of road design, as will ero-
sion and sediment control during
and after construction.

“No federally-listed plant or
animal species are known to be
present in the study area,” the
promotional literature says,
though it lists three specific
plant species to be avoided in
creating the right-of-way: trailing
stickwort, rough-leaved aster and
halberd-leaved greenbriar. Ac-
cording to the DEIS, “no net loss
of wetlands’ has been set as a
future goal.

L ocal Sreams

Four streams draining into the
Anacostia River are listed under
the category of 100-year flood-
plains — Northwest Branch, Paint
Branch, Little Paint Branch and
Indian Creek. Paint Branch, de-
scribed as “one of the least in-
tensely developed watersheds in
the Anacostia basin,” has a sig-
nificant brown trout population
as one of some 20 fish species.
At its upper levels, according to
the DEIS, it has “some of the
best overall aquatic conditions in
the study.” At the same time, it
also has “the highest levels of
metals of al the study area wa-
tershed,” though, according to
the report, these remain below
state levels.

Little Paint Branch is in
healthy condition in its upper
reaches, though conditions de-
cline downstream, where early
development occurred before re-
quirements for stormwater control
were indtituted.  Twenty-eight dif-
ferent species of fish in Little
Paint Branch have been docu-
mented.

Indian Creek, which flows
through the proposed Metroland
development  property at
Greenbelt’s western boundary, is
dominated by large amounts of
sediment in its watershed. These
are the residue from abandoned
and active sand and gravel min-
ing operations, especially in the
Virginia Manor-Ammendale Road

upstream area.

Indian Creek’s condition is
described as “Poor.” Neverthe-
less, it contains 32 different fish
species — a “not unexpected”
discovery, according to the DEIS,
because of all the streams
surveryed, this is the only one
that falls within the coastal plain.

Wetlands

One definition in the DEIS
surprised this writer — wetlands,
a concept of great importance to
Greenbelt environmentalists, who
have focused on protecting such
areas on the Metroland tract.
According to the DEIS, many of
these occur on “lands mined for
sand and gravel,” created by the
excavation and subsequent aban-
donment of wash ponds or sedi-
ment basins.

“Over time many of these ar-
eas have been colonized by wet-
land plant species and many are
now jurisdictional wetlands,” the
report says. They are described
as “of relatively low quality” be-
cause they are manmade and
usually comprised of “non-native
vegetation.”

In general, these comments
appear to describe the upper
reaches of the stream, however —
not the Greenbelt area section,
which was swampland during the
19th century, before such sand
and gravel mining operations be-
gan.

State Promotes the ICC, City Planner Disagrees

by James Giese

Governor Robert L. Ehrlich is
leading the effort to honor his
campaign commitment and build
the Intercounty Connector. Once
an effort to evaluate the pros and
cons for building a superhighway
across Montgomery County from
[-270 to 1-95, the Intercounty
Connector (ICC) Study of the
Maryland State Highway Admin-
istration (SHA) has become a
promotional effort to obtain ap-
proval and finance construction
of the road. Together with re-
lease of a draft environmental
impact statement (DEIS) that
supports construction of the road,
the SHA, has produced support-
ive brochures bearing headings
such as “Focus on . . . Economic
Impacts,” “Focus on . . . Travel
Benefits” and “It's About Time
. .. for Solutions.”

The next step in the state
study is to hear public comment
on the DEIS with the first one
being held next Tuesday in
Greenbelt. The draft statement is
available on a state website,
www.iccstudy.org and at 20 loca-
tions for review including the
SHA offices on Kenilworth Av-
enue at Crescent Road. It took
the city over four hours to down-
load the more than 1,600 pages
on its fast internet connection.
(According to Director of Plan-
ning and Community Develop-
ment Celia Craze, the city is not
on the distribution list for ICC
materials).

Cursory Review

In a December 23 report to
council, Craze provided a “cur-
sory review” based upon a 40-
hour quick scan of the document.
No council meetings are sched-
uled prior to the hearing to con-
sider her report and many city
officials have been out of town
or on vacation during the holi-

days.

“The argument that construction of the ICC would
not have a detrimental impact on natural resources and
would be beneficial by providing environmental en-
hancements is counterintuitive to the projected impacts
of the proposed ICC,” such as loss of forested areas,
wetlands, public parks, homes and historic resources
and the impacts on streams, noise intrusion and re-
quired displacement of homes and businesses.

Director of Planning and Community Development Celia Craze

The difficulty in digesting all
this material released a month
ago in the midst of the winter
holiday season has caused
Greenbelt and other officials to
cry foul and call for more public
hearings and extended time in
which to comment. However,
another SHA brochure, “Focus on
.. . Schedule,” declares that, “It
is anticipated that a decision will
be made and necessary federal
approvals will be in place by the
summer of 2005 on whether an
ICC will be constructed and, if
so, on which alignment.”

A controversial matter for
many years and once thought
dead because a previous negative
impact statement caused then-
Governor Parris Glendening to
scrap the project, the ICC was
brought back to life by Ehrlich.
Although Craze, in her cursory
review, finds the many negative
impacts previously reported still
exist, the SHA has put a positive
spin on the report in its bro-
chures prior to receiving com-
ment. Headlines in the “It's
About Time . . . for Solutions’
brochure read “It's about Busi-
ness . . . Maryland’'s Economic
Development, It's about Mobility
. . . Relieving Traffic on Loca
Roads, It's about Dollars and
Cents . . . Saving You Money on
Your Commute, It's about Being

Sensitive to the Environment . . .
Every Day,” etc.
Disagrees

Craze, however, disagrees with
the brochure slogans, stating
that, “The DEIS justifies a prede-
termined outcome, and does not
reflect an unbiased analysis of
the data.” She continues, “The
argument that construction of the
ICC would not have a detrimen-
tal impact on natural resources
and would be beneficial by pro-
viding environmental enhance-
ments is counterintuitive to the
projected impacts of the pro-
posed ICC,” such as loss of for-
ested areas, wetlands, public
parks, homes and historic re-
sources and the impacts on
streams, noise intrusion and re-
quired displacement of homes
and businesses. Nor will the
ICC improve Beltway conges-
tion, she says. “The major ben-
efit of the ICC is to open up
western Montgomery County for
more economic development,”
she concludes. “However, the
construction of roads to make
outlying areas more accessible is
a process previously character-
ized as sprawl. What the DEIS is
defining as improved community
mobility might otherwise be
called anti-smart growth,” she
told the council.

lished DEIS under the heading of
“Environmental Stewardship.”
This section is nothing more
than lip service to environmental
sensitivity, while ignoring the
devastating impact the proposed
build aternatives would have on
the natural environment, he said.
“The loss of forest cover and
wetlands, adverse impacts on
streams and animal habitats ex-
ceed losses identified even in the
1997 DEIS. The proposed facil-
ity would also put the region at
risk of violating Clean Air Act
Standards for unhealthful air pol-
lutants,” he noted.
Escalating Costs

The environmental organiza-
tions also take strong issue with
the escalating costs for the pro-
posed build options. “Bottom
line, the proposed ICC is a mis-
placed priority. It would bank-
rupt the state's transportation sys-
tem for a single ‘Outer Beltway’
segment. When it comes time to
fund critical transit and Metro,
repair our roads, make essential
highway and local road improve-
ments, we could find our coffers
empty — leaving citizens to feel
the burden of higher taxes or
cuts to other programs. We need
more choices for transportation,
not a single project that fails to
solve the problem,” according to
Olsen. The Audubon Naturalist
Society adds that the ICC's pro-
posed benefits claimed by the
state are compared with doing
nothing to address our traffic so-

[utions and that the massive debt
incurred by the $3 billion toll
highway pushes a range of solu-
tions off the table which could
more effectively address our
transportation needs.

Joint PublicHearings

Beginning next week oppo-
nents and proponents will have
an opportunity to voice their
concerns and raise issues with
state and federal officials at joint
public hearings on the DEIS that
was released the day before
Thanksgiving. The first hearing
is at Eleanor Roosevelt High
School on Tuesday, January 4
from 5 to 11 p.m.

Other dates and venues for
public hearings include: Wednes-
day, January 5 at Gaithersburg
High School (314 S. Frederick
Ave)) from 5 to 11 p.m.; Satur-
day, January 8 at James Blake
High School (300 Norwood Road
in Silver Spring) from 9 am. to
6 p.m. and a final public hearing
at James Blake High School on
Saturday, January 22.

The Save Our Communities
Campaign is organizing a raly in
opposition to the ICC at the
January 22 hearing at James
Blake High School. For more
information, visit the website
www.SaveCommunities.org. For
information on the draft DEIS
and technical reports on the ICC,
visit the Maryland Department
of Transportation ICC Project
website at www.iccstudy.org.

Any written testimony which was not submitted at
the ICC public hearings must be received by Febru-
ary 15. Mail to Wesley Mitchell, Project Manager,
Mail Stop C-301, Project Planning Division, State
Highway Administration, 707 N. Calvert Street, Bal-

timore, MD 21202.

Cycle Advocates Can Protest
ICC “Hiker/Biker” Deletion

After a year and a half of
study, the proposed “Hiker/Biker”
trail that had been part of project
planning for the Intercounty
Connector (ICC) has been re-
moved from the project planning
study. In the State Highway
Administration’s recently com-
pleted Draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement (DEIS) for the
proposed 18- to 20-mile toll high-
way connecting 1-95 in Prince
George's County with 1-270 in
Montgomery County, the pro-
posed hiker/biker trail considered
in the ICC project planning
study during 2003 and early
2004 has been removed from
consideration.

Bicycle coalition members
urge bike enthusiasts to avail
themselves of the opportunity to
let transportation officials know
their opinion on this facility
soon. Public hearings will be

conducted on January 4, 5 and 8
where citizens are encouraged to
attend and speak. Online com-
ments can be made at the follow-
ing website: http://iccstudy.org/
deis form.php.

Written comments should be
made to the following: Secretary
Robert L. Flanagan, Maryland
Department of Transportation,
7201 Corporate Center, Hanover,
MD 21076 or by email
rflanagan@mdot.state.md.us; or to
Neil J. Pedersen, Administrator,
Maryland State Highway Admin-
istration, 707 North Calvert
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, e
mail npedersen@sha.state.md.us.

A public hearing is scheduled
on Tuesday, January 4 from 5 to
11 p.m. at Eleanor Roosevelt
High School, 7601 Hanover Park-
way, Greenbelt. Presentations
begin at 5 p.m. Monday, Janu-
ary 10 is the snow date.

Get plugged into-the
latest news about
and events in
YOUR [community!
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POLICE BLOTTER

Based on information released by the Greenbelt Police Department.
Dates and times are those when police were first contacted about incidents.

This abbreviated blotter cov-
ers a five-day period from De-
cember 18 through December 22.

Carjacking

December 17, 8:42 p.m., 9100
block Edmonston Court, a
woman reported that she was
standing near her vehicle when
two males approached her and
demanded the keys to her ve-
hicle. One had his hand in his
waisthand as if he had a weapon.
The woman began to yell to a
group of people on the other
side of the road for assistance
and both suspects fled the scene
on foot. A possible suspect, a
14-year-old nonresident youth,
was located and released pending
further investigation. The sec-
ond suspect is described as a
black male, 17 to 18 years of
age, 510", 150 pounds with
black hair and brown eyes and a
dark complexion, wearing light
grey sweatpants, a dark grey
jacket, white socks and basket-
ball shoes.

Robbery

December 18, 7:49 p.m.,
Beltway Plaza Mall, the victims
reported that they were waiting
at a bus stop when a vehicle, de-
scribed as a black and green
Ford Crown Victoria 4-door with
possible Maryland tags MFR436,
pulled up near the bus stop.
The vehicle was occupied by
five or six people. Two men ex-
ited the vehicle, one armed with
a handgun, and announced a rob-
bery. After taking the victims
coats and shoes the men got
back into the vehicle and fled
the scene. The suspects are de-
scribed as a black male, 10 to 20
years of age, 58", 160 pounds
with light blue eyes, wearing a
black coat, blue jeans and a
black knitted cap. The second
was a black male, 18 to 20 years
of age, wearing a black hooded
sweatshirt, blue jeans and a
black knitted cap.

December 19, 1:12 am., 5900
block Cherrywood Terrace, a
nonresident man was arrested and
charged with attempted robbery,
first degree assault, second de-
gree assault and concealed
deadly weapon when police re-
sponded to a report of an acci-
dent with injuries. Investigation
revealed that a cab driver had
picked up a man in College Park
to give him a ride to the
Greenbelt Metro Station. In the
5900 block of Cherrywood Lane
the man produced a knife and
demanded money. The cab
driver lost control of the cab,
jumped a curb and struck severa
vehicles and a wooden fence.
As the vehicle struck the curb,
the suspect attempted to jump
out of the cab but the vehicle
door closed on his ankle when
the vehicle hit the fence, trap-
ping him. He was arrested on
the scene, transported to Prince
George's Hospital for treatment
and was then released to the de-
partment of corrections for a
hearing before a District Court
Commissioner.

December 19, 7:50 p.m.,
Beltway Plaza Mall, a woman re-
ported that she was loading her
vehicle in the parking lot, when
she was approached by a man,
who grabbed her purse from her
hands. He ran to a vehicle de-
scribed as a light green Honda
with a large ladder on top, bear-
ing Maryland tags MM CO097.
He entered the vehicle and fled

the scene. He is described as a
white male in his forties, 6’2",
210 pounds with a mustache,
wearing green camouflage pants.

December 21, 8:39 p.m., 5500
block Cherrywood Lane, the vic-
tims were standing at a bus stop
when a maroon 1998 Maxima,
occupied by five to seven males,
pulled up next to them. Two
men, one of them armed with a
semi-automatic style handgun,
exited the vehicle and demanded
money from the victims. After
obtaining cash the men got back
into the vehicle and entered the
Beltway Plaza parking lot by Gi-
ant Food. The vehicle used in
the incident had been taken dur-
ing a carjacking in Hyattsville
and was later recovered unoccu-
pied at the University of Mary-
land Department of Public Safety.
The two suspects who exited the
vehicle are described as black
males, 18 to 25 years of age,
medium height, black hair, wear-
ing black T-shirts, dark colored
puffy coats, jeans, and black
face masks.

Handgun

December 19, 7:54 p.m.,
Southway and Greenbelt Road, a
nonresident man was arrested and
charged with transporting a hand-
gun in a vehicle, driving while
impaired and driving under the
influence. Police observed a ve-
hicle stopped in the roadway,
with the driver possibly passed
out behind the wheel. As a re-
sult of further investigation, the
driver was arrested for DWI. Lo-
cated under his seat was a .44
caliber handgun. He was re-
leased to the department of cor-
rections for a hearing before a
District Court Commissioner.

Theft

December 19, 7600 block
Greenbelt Road, a man reported
that he picked up a woman at
the Greyhound Bus Station in
Washington, D.C. When he
drove to a gas station in the
7600 block of Greenbelt Road
and got out to make a call, the
woman drove off with the ve-
hicle, a 1995 Geo Prism 4-door,
while he was at the pay phone.
The vehicle was recovered a
short time later abandoned at
Greenway Center. The suspect is
described as a white female, ap-
proximately 24 years of age,
510", 130 pounds with brown
eyes, wearing blue sweatpants
with white stripes down the sides
and a white T-shirt.

December 21, 11:15 a.m.,
6400 block Ivy Lane, a nonresi-
dent man entered the victim’'s
work cubicle and removed her
purse while she was at the
copier. The victim grabbed her
purse from the man and other
employees detained him until
the police arrived. He was ar-
rested, charged with theft under
$500 and released on citation
pending trial.

Drugs

December 18, 1:57 am., 7900
block Mandan Road, a resident
youth was arrested for possession
of marijuana after police stopped
a vehicle for a traffic violation.
Upon approaching the vehicle
police detected the odor of what
was believed to be marijuana. A
passenger in the vehicle was
found to be in possession of a
quantity of suspected marijuana.
He was released to a parent
pending action by the Juvenile
Justice System.

Disruption of School

December 17, 11:48 a.m.,
Eleanor Roosevelt High Schooal, a
resident youth was arrested for
disruption of school activities af-
ter he refused to adhere to school
policy. He was released to his
mother pending action by the
school board and the Juvenile
Justice System.

Trespass

December 22, 1:46 am., 7200
Hanover Drive, a resident man
was arrested for trespassing after
police observed him inside Willy
K’s Restaurant. Police knew
that the man had been perma-
nently banned from the restau-
rant a couple of months previ-
ously. He was released on cita
tion pending trial.

Burglary

December 18, 12:58 p.m., 7800
block Hanover Parkway, it was
reported that unknown person(s)
entered a residence by way of an
unsecured patio door. A watch
and jewelry were taken.

December 18, 1:01 p.m., 18
court Crescent Road, a nonresi-
dent man was arrested and
charged with burglary, strong arm
robbery, second degree assault,
theft and unlawful taking of a
motor vehicle. A woman reported
her son broke into her residence,
pushed her to the floor, took
medication from her purse and
fled the scene on foot. A short
time later the son returned to the
scene and took the mother's ve-
hicle. He was located in the car
at Greenbelt Road and Kenilworth
Avenue; the vehicle was stopped
and the son was arrested. He
was released to the department of
corrections for a hearing before a
District Court Commissioner.

December 19, 12:57 p.m., 6
court Ridge Road, it was reported
that unknown person(s) used un-
known means to enter a resi-
dence. A watch and credit cards
were taken.

December 21, 9:45 am., 100
block Westway, a guest inside an
apartment observed a youth
opening a bedroom window. He
fled when the resident yelled at
him. The suspect is described as
a black male, 16 to 17 years of
age with black hair, brown eyes
and wearing a black coat.

December 21, 7 p.m., 20 court
Crescent Road, it was reported
that unknown person(s) entered a
residence via an unlocked bed-
room window and removed a
camcorder.

Vehicle Crimes

Two vehicles were stolen: a
1999 Dodge Intrepid 4-door from
the 9200 block Edmonston Road,
recovered December 20 by the
Prince George's County Police
and a black 1996 Honda Accord
4-door, Maryland tags MMR934
from the 9100 block Edmonston
Terrace.

A red and white 2004 Honda
Wave Runner and trailer were
stolen from the 9200 block
Edmonston Road, Maryland tag
813070G on the trailer.

Vandalism to, thefts from and
attempted thefts of vehicles were
reported in the following areas:
Beltway Plaza Mall, 5900 block
Cherrywood Terrace, 9100 block
Edmonston Road, Market Lane
and Springhill Drive, 6200 block
Springhill Drive, 9100 block
Springhill Lane and 7600 block
Mandan Road.

TOP STORIES continued from page 1

New Post Office?

In March a postal official told the city that the site in
Greenbelt East purchased in 2003 for a new Post Office facility
would likely be sold. All direct public service would remain in
the present building and a less expensive site would be sought to
house carriers and distribution tasks. The city manager sought a
public meeting with postal officials and on April 14 city and
postal officials and representatives from Congressman Steny
Hoyer's office met in executive session, where the two sides dif-
fered over retention of full retail services in the present location.
Postal officials sought to place such services in one location —
new or old — not two, but the USPS agreed to provide full ser-
vice at the new site and retain some services at a retail location
in Roosevelt Center as a contract postal unit. Council approved
the plan.

CicadasComeand Go

One of the higgest stories of 2004 was the emergence of bil-
lions of 17-year cicadas that serenaded Greenbelters from late
spring through midsummer. White cicada nymphs squeezed out
of cinnamon-colored shells, dried in the sun and stretched their
lacy wings. Soon the male choruses began their mating roar,
which reached decibel levels rivaling that of a power mower. The
News Review announced a “cicada contest” for stories and pho-
tos and published entries describing cicada cuisine, a child’s in-
terpretation of cicada-talk and the musings of a backyard natural-
ist. By mid-summer they were gone and the world suddenly
seemed to go quiet. They’'ll be back but don’'t wait up — the
date of their return is 2021.

Skate Park

Plans for the proposed Greenbelt Skate Park advanced in 2004
and were discussed at a series of city council meetings with in-
put by skateboarders, their parents, designers and representatives
of the Recreation Department. The proposed site for the skate
park, the sloping grassy area between the Youth Center and the
Community Center, would include a 7,000 square-foot facility. In
July, council was briefed by Joe McNeal of the Greenbelt Recre-
ation Department about the preliminary layout plan and project
costs. Also in the summer, council asked staff to begin develop-
ing use guidelines, rules and regulations for operation of the pro-
posed park, which was dlated to open in late summer 2005.

Outstanding Citizen

For three years Patti Brothers, the Labor Day Festival Commit-
tee chair, extensively involved herself in assuring the success of
the festival, even though rain dampened the festivities for two
successive years. With the festival short of funds, Brothers ener-
getically undertook fund raising on a year-round basis, often sell-
ing her home-baked goodies as well as conducting raffles. As if
that were not enough, she aso chaired Greenbelt New Year festivi-
ties for three years and became active in other organizations. At
this year's opening ceremonies for the festival, Outstanding Citi-
zen Committee Chair Robert Zugby announced Brothers as
Greenbelt’'s 2004 Outstanding Citizen.

New RefuseOrdinance

In July and on September 13 an amended ordinance on solid
waste collection was introduced at the council meetings. Minor
changes were made on September 27. The new ordinance requires
that every residence and commercia establishment subscribe to a
refuse service; that trash be bagged and placed in a secure con-
tainer; that trash containers be located on al-weather surfaces and
that access be free of snow, ice and debris. The biggest change,
to take effect on March 1, 2005, will require that yard waste be
placed in paper bags or bing/cans rather than plastic bags for col-
lection so that it can be more easily recycled. The bags or bins
will have to be purchased at local stores. Leaves will continue
to be vacuumed from detached homes.

Because GHI residents must bag their leaves, they will be able
to pick up 10 free bags each fall (starting in 2005) at the GHI
Maintenance Facility. Also, each residential refuse customer was
able to pick up 10 free bags at the Labor Day festival and at the
hazardous waste collection this past fall at Schrom Hills Park.

1938 FireTruck Restored

Restoration work was completed on the city’s 1938 Ford Howe
fire truck by Delmarva Fire Apparatus in East New Market, Md.
in time for the Labor Day Festival. The truck received a new en-
gine, rolled-and-tucked upholstery and was painted bright red.
The hose bed of the truck has been fitted with casket rollers as
well. The restoring company staff spent three weeks hand-sand-
ing the truck’s original ladder.

Old Curmudgeon Dies

Greenbelt's Old Curmudgeon Isadore “lzzy” Parker died October
11, at the age of 84, following severa years of failing hedth. He
became a member of the Cooperator — predecessor to the News Re-
view — and served as editor in 1949. He aso drew cartoons for the
paper. In the 1950s and '60s his political cartoons appeared in the
Washington Post. He returned several years ago to again create
wonderful cartoons for this newspaper.

Co-op Celebrates20Years

In October the members of the Greenbelt Consumers Coopera-
tive, Inc. (GCC) marked their twentieth anniversary. The co-op
was formed when Greenbelt Cooperative, Inc. decided to divest its
grocery and service station operations in 1984. The new coop-
erative took over operations of the store roughly six months af-
ter the divestiture announcement. Under GCC the food store has
never had a money-losing year and this year passed the $10 mil-
lion mark in sales for the first time.
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Greenbelter Linda Curtisand exchange studentsdon deco-
rativeattireto makefestiveholiday M ealson Wheelsdeliv-
eries. From left toright are M agdalena Pasztaleniec from
Poland, Yee M an Chan from Hong Kong, Linda Curtisand
MatildaMillican from Australia.
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Spring Boating
Classes Begin

Winter doldrums? Prepare for
a safe spring boating season!
The US Coast Guard Auxiliary
Flotilla 72 is offering a course of
special interest to all boaters and
aspiring boaters, “Advanced
Coastal Navigation.” This class
will meet twice a week, for six
weeks on Monday and Wednes-
day evenings, starting Monday,
January 3 at High Point High
School, 3601 Powder Mill Road,
Beltsville. The only cost is for
books and charts.

To register contact Steve at
301-464-8083 after 9 am., or
email tsktsk1l0@hotmail.com or
call Jean at 301-779-3184.

Meals on Wheels

Needs Volunteers

Make a difference in the life
of one of your neighbors who
needs a helping hand. Meals on
Wheels of College Park needs
volunteers to help pack daily
meals for seniors and those who
cannot cook for themselves.
Also needed are drivers and run-
ners Monday through Friday.
Packers work from 9 to 11:30
am. Drivers and runners work
from 11 am. to 12:30 p.m. Vol-
unteers may set their own sched-
ules with work one day a week,
once or twice a month or when-
ever they can. Call Monday
through Friday 301-474-1002 for
details and to volunteer.

Volunteer to Foster
A Seeing Eye Dog

Guiding Eyes for the Blind, a
nationally-recognized breeding
and training center located in
Yorktown Heights, N.Y. needs
volunteers to help raise puppies
until they are ready for formal
training. A 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion, the national organization
and local chapters rely solely on
the generosity of many individu-
as who volunteer their time and
service for free.

The Maryland Bay Region,
which began in 1996, consists of
individuals who volunteer their
time to foster specially bred La-
brador dogs that will eventually
guide visualy impaired persons.

The greatest need is the re-
cruitment of individuals and
families who will open their
homes for 12 to 14 months to
foster a puppy, teach the dog
proper manners and basic train-
ing skills and expose the dog to
all types of everyday experi-
ences. All of these skills will
help the dog develop its confi-
dence in making the right
choices to further guide. The
volunteers require no special
training — everyone is taught
skills they will need to have and
is provided an endless network
of support.

To learn more about the loca
chapter log onto the website at
www.GEB-bay.org. The national
organization website is http://
www.guidingeyesbcweb.org.

Locally, Pat Clark, a volun-
teer puppy raiser for the Prince
George’'s County Guiding Eyes
for the Blind, can be contacted
at pclark@guidingeyes.org or
301-809-9683.

HAPPY NEW YEARI

FROM THE STAH- OF THE
GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

AMERICAN REALTY
301-982-5899

73R Ridge Rd.

Three bedroom frame with atwo story addition, 1/2 bath on the
first floor, hardwood floors downstairs, carpeting upstairs,
remodel ed kitchen, new stacked washer/dryer, stove and refrig-
erator, two air conditioners, storage shed, deck and fenced yards.
$165,000

% 57-M Ridge Road

This one bedroom END unit has been freshly painted and has
new wall-to-wall carpeting, two built-in air conditioners, new
stove, new dishwasher, fenced yard and afull-size washer and
dryer. $90,000

COMING SOON!

3 Bedroom Block
Close to Center

Commission Only - No Extra Fees

Jeannie Smith, GRI

Quality and Personal Service
301-345-1091

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

AND THEWINNER IS . ..

BEFORE

It's never too late to give yourself a beautiful smile. For over
three generations the McCarl family has provided a full range
of dental services to Greenbelt and the surrounding commu-
nities. In the past, cosmetic dentistry was only for the wealthy.
Today, however, cosmetic dentistry is affordable and available
to everyone. Give someone you love the gift of a smile!

Call us today for an appointment!
301-474-4144

Drs. McCarl

. I McCarl

McCarl
& McCarl
28 Ridge Road
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770-0717

Mike Roberts of Greenbelt is the
grand winner of the McCarl Dental
Group Smile Makeover contest. Mike
has spent years feeling self-conscious
about his smile. His severely broken
and decayed teeth affected his
speech, appetite and overall well be-
ing. Providing Mike with an extraor-
dinary smile was just the beginning;
he now eats a variety of foods and
his quality of life has greatly im-
proved. “It's fantastic to be able to
smile again, which | haven't done in
a long time,” Mike says. The McCarl
Dental Group is pleased and proud
to have been able to help a member
of our community!

AFTER

Office Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

85
9-8:30
9-8
8-4
8-3
8-12

NEW PATIENTS

Receive Examination, One Cleaning and

With this Coupon (Value up to $218)

All Necessary Xrays

for $35.00

McCarl Dental Group
301-474-4144
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Sudden Oak Disease
Found in Maryland

Sudden oak death (SOD) — a
disease that has killed thousands
of trees in Cdlifornia — has arrived
in Maryland. SOD is caused by
Phytophthora ramorum, a fungus-
like pathogen that spreads by
sending spores from infected
leaves and twigs. Maryland has
two confirmed SOD-positive
samples from rhododendron and
camellia plants.

“The significance of this new
disease would be the possible in-
fection and probable decline of
our Eagtern forests” says Dr. David
Clement of the University of
Maryland Cooperative Extension’s
Home and Garden Information
Center (HGIC). “Northern red
oak, southern red oak and pin oak
have shown susceptible reactions
in laboratory tests. Native rhodo-
dendrons and mountain laurels
would aso be infected. The ef-
fects to Maryland forests and land-
scapes could add up and be simi-
lar to both Chestnut blight and
Dutch em disease” said Clement.

The only way to confirm SOD
is through laboratory testing. The
Maryland Department of Agricul-
ture (MDA) has surveyed plant
material in Maryland nurseries and
garden centers. In cooperation
with the University of Maryland
Cooperative Extension (MCE),
they are seeking help from the
public in tracking down infected
plant material that was purchased
prior to the nursery inspections.

Of paticular interest are any ca
mellias, lilacs and viburnums that
were purchased and/or planted in
2003 or 2004 and any rhododen-
drons (including azaleas) that are
exhibiting foliar symptoms. In ad-
dition, samples of any other plants
on the host list published by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Anima and Plant Health Ingpection
Savice that were planted in 2003 or
2004 and are exhibiting unusual
symptoms should be tested. The
list may be accessed online at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/
ispm/sod/usdasodlist.html.

Symptoms are highly variable
but generally affect the foliage
(leaves) or the trunk. Photos of
infected leaves and more informa-
tion on SOD can be found online
at the website www.hgic.umd.edu.
People who suspect they have an
infected plant, whether it has
symptoms or not, should call
HGIC at 1-800-342-2507 (410-
342-2507 in Washington, DC).
Trained consultants will assist in
determining if a sample needs to
be sent to MDA. They will take
names and addresses and forward
them to MDA daily. Or people
can send the HGIC their name
and mailing address with a mes-
sage requesting a postage-paid
sample kit via the “Send a Ques-
tion” link on the HGIC website.
MDA will then send a postage-
paid sample kit. Samples should
only be sent to the Maryland De-
partment of Agriculture. Do not
send or hand carry samples to the
HGIC or the county MCE office.

Patuxent Refuge

Has New Programs

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-
vice announces winter programs
at the Patuxent Research Refuge.

Programs held at the National
Wildlife Visitor Center on Pow-
der Mill Road in Laurel are:

Nature Tots: Furry Friends,
Wednesday, January 5, 10:30 to
11:30 am. and 1 to 2 p.m. for
ages 3 or 4 — introduce pre-
schoolers to the world of mam-
mals in this fun, interactive pro-
gram.

The Three Bears, Sunday,
January 9, 1 to 2 p.m. for ages 5
to 7 — learn al about the different
kinds of bears that live in North
America in this fun, hands-on
program.

All programs are free but re-
quire advance reservations.
Make reservations by calling
301-997-5887. Mention special
needs when registering. The
website is www.patuxent.fws.gov.

Bonsai Winter

Silhouettes

The elegant silhouettes of de-
ciduous bonsai are featured in a
free annual exhibit at the U.S. Na
tional Arboretum’s National Bon-
sai and Penjing Museum. The
exhibit runs January 1 through 9
from 10 am. to 3:30 p.m. Visit
www.usna.usda.gov or call 202-
245-4523 for information.

greenway pottery

In Old Greenbelt
Functional Pottery — Mugs,
Bowls, Plates, Platters, etc.
SHOWROOM/STUDIO
BY APPOINTMENT
Mark Gitlis 240-593-2535
mjgitlis @ comcast.net

AMAZING HUSBAND
HANDYMAN SERVICE
Carpentry—Electrical—Plumbing
Consulting—Appliance Repair
Specidizing in Small Jobs
Mark Gitlis
240-593-2535
mjgitlis@comcast.net

Montpelier Mansion

Tours and Exhibit

On Sundays during the month
of January at 1 and 2 p.m., enjoy
a piece of history when touring
Montpelier Mansion. Visit the
mansion and see how it was
decorated and furnished in the
1830s, many pieces are origina to
the Snowden family, builders of
the house in the 1780s.

Also view the exhibit, “Sss
. . . When the Iron Was Hot: Af-
rican American Ironworkers in
Laurel/Muirkirk 1730-1930,”
which examines the contributions
made by black ironworkers. Visit
the recently established early
19th century replica kitchen.

There is a fee. For more in-
formation call 301-953-1376,
TTY 301-699-2544.

Home & Business

| mprovements
Remodeling-Repairs-Int. & Ext. Painting
Bathrooms-Basements-Kitchens
Ceramic Tile & Laminated Floors
Pressure Washing-Deck Care-Sheds

Wisler Construction

& Painting Co.
Serving Greenbelt since 1991

301-345-1261
www.wisler construction.com
Owner has over 20 years experience
Member of the Better Business Bureau
MHI1C40475

RATES

CLASSIFIED: $3.00 mini-
mum for ten words. 15¢ for

Mobil’

GREENBELT SERVICE
CENTER

Auto Repairs
& Road Service

A.S.E. Certified Technicians
Maryland State Inspections

161 CENTERWAY ROAD
GREENBELT, MD 20770

(301) 474-8348
GIVE BLOOD GIVE LIFE

each additional word. Submit ad
with payment to the News Re-
view office by 10 p.m. Tuesday,
or to the News Review drop
box in the Co-op grocery store
before 7 p.m. Tuesday, or mail to

15 Crescent Rd., Suite 100,
Greenbelt, MD 20770.

BOXED: $8.10 column inch.
Minimum 1.5 inches ($12.15).
Deadline 10 p.m. Monday.

NEEDED: Please include
name, phone number and address
with ad copy. Ads not consid-
ered accepted until published.

1-800-GIVE-LIFE

Change Your Weighs, Change Your Life!

Dietitians offer professional weight loss counseling
Hanover Office Park * Greenbelt, MD * 301.474.2499

Nutrition Month Specials Now Available

&Changing Weighs*

SERERRRRRERRRE RS
CENTERWAY TAX
& ESTATE SERVICE
111 Centerway Suite 204
Roosevelt Center
Year-Round Service
NOTARY
ReginaO’ Brien, Enrolled Agent
301-345-0272
SEERERERRRRERERRRRR RS

[ Potpourri |

Anonymous Christian
support for hurting people.
Questioning personal signi-

ficance? Come and meet with
other Christians who combine
prayer, scripture, praise and
real relationships.
Thursdays - 7:00 to 8:30 PM
at Greenbelt Baptist Church

Ko
MERICAN
Reavty, INC.

SELLING YOUR HOUSE?
List for less. My commission rateis3to5%
with noextrafees. Haveyour listingplaced inthe
multiplelisting servicefor greater exposure.

Call GeorgeCantwell
301-490-3763

uuuuuuuuuuuu

MHIC
#7540

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

Gehring
Construction Co., Inc. |
HOME REMODELING SPECIALIST

Replacement Windows ¢ Siding * Roofing

Repairs « Florida Rooms » Decks  Painting
Kitchens+ Additions  Bathrooms

BRICK - BLOCK - CONCRETE
Free Estimates/Town References
“ Serving Greenbelt For 30 Years’

cal Dick Gehring 301/441-1246
8303 58th Ave. « Berwyn Heights, MD

Videos

Copying

~ GREENBELT VIDEO

301-441-9446
114 Centerway, Roosevelt Center
Mon-Sat 9am-9pm  Sun Noon-9pm

Special Orders for All Occasions
We Can Find It
New Titles Every Week

DVDs

Faxing

T _ [T
® GreenbetAuto& Truck Repair Inc. ™®

159 Centerway Road

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770

m www.greenbeltautoandtruck.com@ér\ﬁ;““v
o Let’s Clear The Air

A.S.E.
Master Certified Technicians

A complete service facility equipped to
perform all service requirements that
your manufacturer recommends to com-
ply with Preventive Maintenance service
schedules & extended warranty pro-
grams! Also, routine repairs that keep
your vehicles operating safely and reli-
ably. * Now Offering!

Auto-body, collision repairs and theft recovery damage
A.S.E. Certified Technicians,

Insurance Claims Welcome.
| Free estimates, please call for appointment .=
| |

GARD

Old Greenbelt Citgo

ﬂ Dave Meadows

Service Manager

=

Open 24 Hours

for Gas and Snacks

Oil Changes, Batteries
Brakes, Shocks, Tires
Exhausts& Tune-Ups

MD State L ottery

301-474-0046
20 Southway
Greenbelt, MD

20770

Take the worry out of your Holiday
shopping, get a Holiday Loan at Your
Community Credit Union

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union

6% annual percentage rate

112 Centerway, 301-474-5900

Rate subject to change without natice.
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CLASSIFIED

AUTO

GET SPARE PARTS — 1994 Chevy
Geo Metro (97,000 mi.) only for parts.
Brand new 12" tires, air filter and pre-
mium stereo system. Brakes in good
condition. Engine doesnot start. $500
OBO. Call 301-346-5785. For parts
repair or scrap only.

REAL ESTATE -SALE

For Sale GHI 2 Bedroom Frame with
large addition. For more information

call 301-441-1441
1

MERCHANDISE

FOR SALE: 1 black wrought iron
single size day bed with mattress -
EXCELLENT CONDITION! $75; 1
television stand - 2 shelves and glass
doors (laminated dark oak) - EXCEL -
LENT CONDITION! $20 Please call
301-220-0317.

SERVICES

NEED A PET SITTER? TLC for your
cat(s) or other small petsat your home?
(Currently not accepting new mid-day
dog walk clients.) Kindly call 5 days
or more ahead of your pet sitting needs.
Excellent references. Sabine’sPet Sit-
ting 301-474-0455 or by email at
hentrich27@aol.com

TRANSFER FILM, SLIDES, PHO-
TOS to VHS or DVD. Tape repair,
consumer editing. Photos made from
videotapes, etc. HLM Productions, Inc.
301-474-6748.

HARRIS LOCKSMITH — Re-keying

JACKIE'S CLEANING — No job too
big or small. Estimates. 301-731-0115.

PAINTING AND HANDYMAN —
Dry wall, local references, home re-
pairs. Call Eric & Assoc., 301-675-
1696 (C) or 301-441-2545 (H).

andinstalling. Clay Harris, Greenbelt.
240-593-0828.

Md. Home Imp. Lic. #26409

Bonded -

Insured 301-262-4135

Missy’s Decoratingd {  UPHOLSTERY
WALLPAPERING : Many Fabrics to
INTERIOR PAINTING Choose From.
301-345-7273 Quick Return.

LEW'S CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY f

Aesop Robinson, Jr.
Realtor
Long & Foster, Inc
(301) 441-2709
Greenbelt Specialist! [
(301) 41-9511 Office

Direct (301) 441-2709
FREE Market Analysis/Loan Pre-approva w/in 24 hrs.

Housing

HOUSECLEANING —$40 and up, ex-
cellent references, supplies provided.
Angel, 301-262-9430.

wE nede your HELLP!

The News Review
is looking for a few
dependable volunteers
for help on
Wednesday evenings
with proofreading.
Contact:
Mary Lou at 310-441-2662
or Eileen at 301-513-0482

Pleasant

RS Jouch
K S
Facial Services
Therapeutic Massage
Manicures & Pedicures
Make-up Services
Waxing Services
Hours of Operation
Monday-Friday 9am-9pm

Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

Located in the heart of
Historic Greenbelt
143 Centerway 301-345-1849

Menu available at
www.pleasanttouch.com

You know us as JOHN &
TAMMY, a household name in
Greenbelt for over 14 years.
We are the experts at clean-
ing your home and giving you
more time. Time for grand-
children, children’s recre-
ation, and each other. Call,
let a familiar and trusted

name help you out.

We offer :
-Weekly, bi-weekly, or
month y service
-Spring cleaning any time
of the year
-Window cleaning
-Help for special occasions
-FREE estimates

Professionals with the
Personal Touch
Phone 301-262-5151

Dr. Lynn Feldman

Child, Adolescent and Adult Psychiatry
Board Certified Psychiatrist,
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology

Psychotherapy, Psychological Testing
Medication, Life Coaching, Consultation
Depression, Mood Disorders, Anxiety, Stress, ADHD
throughout the Life Cycle

(301) 3450807
7474 Greenway Center Drive, Suite 670, Greenbelt, MD

Our Family Serving Yours
... Since 1858

. Traditional Funeral Services

GASCH’S + Pre-Planned Funerals

. No Cost Consulrations

Funeval Home, p A. )
. Cremation
Visit us on the web: . Out of Town Arrangements
www.gaschs.com « Memorial Services

« In Home Consulrations

301_9 27—6100 - Visa, MC, American Express

4739 Baltimore Avenue ¢ Hyattsville, MDD 20781

SINCE 1946 M%%'gs BOWIE, MD

13405 Annapolis Rd. (Rt. 450) at Highbridge Rd.

HAPPY NEWYEARTO ALL

With 80 years of sales experience
Bob Shutta, Mike Simmons, Bill Gallagher, David Harding
WishingYou and Your Family
AHappy and Healthy Christmas

ELVIN
OTORSS ERVICE 5§

FAMILY OF
AUTOMOTIVE

S ALES RENTALS REPAIRS MMHN

Leonard and Holley
Wallace
301-982-0044

Realty 1 In Roosevelt Center
Your Greenbelt Specialistss™
Since 1986

CGRI> Graduate - Realtor's Institute Certified Residential Specialist

Lakeside

Wonderful 6 bedroom 4 bath home that backs to Greenbelt Lake. Lots
of space for you and your family. Call now before this one is gone!

COO000000000000000000000000000000000000000

2 Story brick and stucco townhome with 3 bedrooms and 2 1/2 baths.
Quad end unit with modern kitchen, and fenced yard & shed. $229,900

POP000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Single Family Home in Bowie

This 10-year-old home is the best price in Bowie! 2 levels with 4 bed-
rooms and 3 full baths. Enormous kitchen, fenced yard. $260,000

COG000000000000000000000000000000000000000

3 Level GHI End Unit

Rare 3-Level GHI on large, wooded corner lot. 3br, 2ba townhome with
major renovations wAireplace, deck & shed in a great court $239,900

P00 000000000000000000000000000000000000

GHI - Single Family Home

One of the rarest GHI floorplans. This detached home has everything on
one level - no steps at all! Modern kitchen and gas heat. Call now!

COG000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Gul-de-sac In Lakewood

Come see this wonderful home on a quiet cul-de-sac. Less than a 5-
minute walk to Roosevelt Center! Finished basement. Under Contract

POP000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Cape Cod Home With Three Full Levels

Lots of space for your family in this brick home. Extra-large bedrooms
on top floor, bed & bath on main level & large fenced yard. U.C.

CP00000000000000000000000000000004000000000

Linda lvy - 301 675-0585
Dirk Kingsley - 240 472-0572
Mary Kingsley - 240 603-2342
Denise Parker - 301 709-8689

0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000

Overlooks USDA Property

Custom-built home on wooded 2/3 acre that backs to BARC. Garage, 2
master bedrooms, 3 finished levels & large deck. $549,900 U.C.

CPG000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Lakefront Property - Lakeside Drive

Wonderful all-brick rambler with garage. Lots of space in this 2-story
home with 5 brs, finished walkout basement & patio. $469,900 SOLD

PO0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Brick Townhome

Beautiful 2 bedroom townhome with fresh paint, high-quality cabinets,
parquet flooring, deck, landscaped yd., custom doors. $189,900 SOLD

CP0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Single Family Home - Ridge Road

Sought-after location - this modern 4br 2 1/2 bath home was built in the
80’s and has some amazing amenities. 3 full levels! $469,900 U.C.

PO0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Townhome With Two Story Addition

One of the largest homes in GHI. The addition has a fireplace! This
home is being renovated - call now to be notified when this one is ready.

CPO000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Brick Townhome

This brick 3 bedroom townhome is just steps away from Roosevelt Cen-
ter. Enjoy the benefits and convenience of Cooperative living! SOLD

GO0 00000000000000000000000000000000000000

Three Bedroom Townhome

One of the few GHI homes with a bedroom and full bathroom on the first
floor. Remodeled kit., stacking w & d and fenced yard. SOLD.

CPOA000000000000000000000000000004000000000

U.C.=Under contract; seller may consider back-up offers
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Oprah Creates

by TianeA. Johnson

A children’s holiday song
says, “All | want for Christmas
is my two front teeth” and an-
other says, “All | want for
Christmas is you.” But for
Lora Jackson, all she wanted
for Christmas was her free,
brand-new car.

Jackson’s wish came true on
December 17 when she went
to the Capitol-Buick-Pontiac-
GMC dealership in Greenbelt
to pick up her new 2005
Pontiac G6 GT Sedan.

The D.C. resident was one
of 276 lucky people selected
as an audience member for the
19th season premiere of the
Oprah Winfrey Show which
aired on September 13, 2004.
The show was titled, “Wildest
Dreams with Oprah,” and on
this day, the hillionaire televi-
sion host pulled off the big-
gest surprise in the show’s his-
tory when she gave every
member of her studio audience
keys to a brand-new car.

Oprah gave away 10 cars to
viewers who shared their per-
sonal stories of struggle and
challenges. Then she told her
audience that one car was left
and they each had a box. She
told them to open their boxes.
Then pandemonium broke
loose.

“It was unreal. We were
sitting there in the second row
and my friend was the first one
to open her box and she had a
key. | went ahead and opened
my box and | thought it
would just be a key chain. |
opened my box and | had a
key too and | was confused
because Oprah said there was
only one car left. | thought it
was a mistake and then every-
body had keys. It was unreal
and | was in disbelief,” Jack-
son said.

Jackson, a Howard University
Law student originally from
Jacksonville, Fla, said she was
surprised when she found out
she was selected to be an audi-
ence member for the show be-
cause since January her friend
had been trying to get tickets.

“There were actually four of
us that went. One of my
friends, it was her birthday
weekend and we were trying
to go to Chicago for her 30th
birthday to celebrate. We
wrote into the website and it
said, “Send your story.” There
were three of us that wrote sto-

Above, ajubilant LoraJackson, at Capitol toreceive her free 2005
Pontiac G6, stands between company officials Joe Tyser (left) and
Floyd Sheahan. Below, Jackson poseswith thekeystothe new 2005
Pontiac G6 GT Sedan shewon inthe“ Wildest Dreamswith Oprah”
giveaway that launched the 19th season of the Oprah Show.

ries to Oprah and they called two
of us and we were able to bring
a guest, so the four of us went.
We didn't know the topic of the
show. All we knew was we were
just going to Chicago to see
Oprah. And we all left the show
with cars,” added Jackson.
Concerning her personal story,
Jackson said she just told the

PHOTO COURTESY OF CAPIITOL BUICK-PONTIAC-GMC

truth about her situation.

“1 wrote about being a broke
law student and being stressed
out. | was having a hard time
financialy. There was a lot go-
ing on because | am in the JD/
MBA program so school was
stressing me out and money was
stressing me out. | just needed a
break. That is what | sent in and

N Greenbelt

| got the call on a Saturday.
They told me if | could come
to Chicago on that Thursday
then | could come to the show.
It was really short notice and |
got us together and we went.”

The car's total cost is about
$28,000. Thus the total for
over 200 cars equaled $7 mil-
lion. But for the lucky win-
ners, all they had to worry
about was paying the taxes.

“Uncle Sam is adways going
to get his cut. They told us
immediately after the show that
we were going to have to pay
taxes on the car. It was not a
surprise. It's a free car, it's a
nice free car, so that didn’t
dampen my dream.”

Another highlight of win-
ning the car is that each win-
ner was able to choose the
car's specifications, such as
color and other features.

“Being that it was a na-
tional promotion, the recipients
had the opportunity to select
the dealership they wanted to
take delivery at and that is
how we got involved,” said
Pontiac representative Mike
Parrish. “All the recipients
had the opportunity to order
the car with the options they
wanted. She seemed to get ev-
erything on hers and that is
the same thing | would have
done if | were her. It went
through the process of being
built, then it was shipped to us
and then ready for delivery.”

Jackson chose a gray color
for the car. Some of the spe-
cial features included remote
starter, panoramic roof, heated
seats, six-disc CD player, a
leather interior and an Onstar
system.

The new car came at a per-
fect time because Jackson’'s
current car, a 2001 Toyota Co-
rolla, has a broken window be-
cause someone broke into it
and she is still making pay-
ments on the car note.

But that is all behind her
now. Sheis selling her old car
but initially when she won the
Pontiac, she considered selling
that car too.

“1 thought about selling this
new car to pay bills but | have
a job coming up so | am very
excited. Things worked out,
so | can keep it.”

After signing the paperwork
and learning about her car’'s
features, Jackson was able to
drive home in her new car.

Blood Donors Urgently Needed

The Greater Chesapeake and
Potomac Blood Services Region
of the American Red Cross is is-
suing a plea to community blood
donors based on a drastic decline
in blood donor appointments
over the holiday period. There
is an especialy strong need for
Type O and Type B blood.

To accommodate donors and
make the process as convenient as
possible, the American Red Cross
has extended hours of operation
a many community blood donor
centers. Appointments are en-
couraged and are available by
caling 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-800-
448-3543). Platelet donors are
aso needed immediately and can
obtain appointments by calling 1-
800-272-2123.

Through January 7, partici-
pants at all community blood
drives and donor centers will
receive a “Thanks for Giving”

T-shirt as a specia token of ap-
preciation from the American Red
Cross on behalf of patients in lo-
cal hospitals whose lives depend
on the availability of blood and
blood products.

To be eligible to give blood
donors must be generally in
good health, be at least 17 years
of age or, in Maryland only, be
16 years of age with written pa-
rental consent, weigh at least 110
pounds, have not received a tat-
too within the past year and
have not donated whole blood
within the past 56 days.

Members of the community
are asked to call 1-800-GIVE-
LIFE (1-800-448-3543) immedi-
ately to schedule an appointment
to donate. Businesses and com-
munity groups willing to hold
blood drives are asked to call 1-
800-787-9282, ext. 4925 for in-
formation.

Artist Kurt Plinke

Kurt Plinke is the
Artist of the Month for
January in the Hollings-
worth Art Gallery of the
Patuxent Research Re-
fuge's National Wildlife
Visitor Center in Laurel.
Plinke has had a life-
long career in the arts, starting
with watercolors as a child. He
studied fine arts and biology at
Bowling Green State University in
Ohio and Wilmington College,
Delaware. While there he be-
came interested in the historical
aspects of various mediums used
by artists throughout the ages.
This led him to study historical
egg tempera methods at Towson
University.

A working artist for more
than 25 years, Plinke has devel-
oped a style that uses careful ob-
servation of nature and creative
interpretation. He enjoys creat-

at Wildlife Center

ing scientific illustra-
tions of nature, loose
studies of wildlife and
abstract images of na-
ture, man and the hu-
man condition. His
detailed wildlife studies
in transparent watercol-
ors are known throughout the
eastern U.S. He has developed
ideas about combining natural
and human elements in abstract
ways, using ancient and modern
imagery to evoke an awareness
of the frailty of man.

Plinke's art may be viewed
daily throughout January at the
National Wildlife Visitor Center
located off Powder Mill Road
between the Baltimore/Washing-
ton Parkway and Rt. 197 south
of Laurel. Visit the website at
http://patuxent.fws.gov or call
301-497-5763 for more informa-
tion.

Essay Contest Open

To High School Srs.
Ever thought about what ad-
vice to offer a celebrity who
might not have made the best fi-
nancial decisions? This year
Maryland's high school seniors
will have an opportunity to write
about the guidance they would
offer a celebrity who has not
managed funds properly.

The Maryland Bankers Asso-
ciation (MBA) will again host its
annual scholarship competition
offering an opportunity for stu-
dents to write about a particular
consumer education topic. Rec-
ognizing the need for strong per-
sonal money management skills,
the MBA is committed to help-
ing Maryland students and
adults learn their “financial
ABCs’ to become financialy lit-
erate.

To help students develop
money sense and sound financial
skills, the 2005 essay contest
asks them to write a two-page,
typed essay on the following
theme: Even the wealthiest
people have trouble managing
their money. Using a celebrity
who has had financial failure as
an example, act as their banker
or financial advisor to assist
them in reversing their financia
downfall.

The winning essays will be
selected in February. The award
will be presented March 2 during
the Maryland Bankers Day in
Annapolis at a General Assembly
event. Award recipients will re-
ceive a $1,000 award for first
place, $500 for second and $250
for third place. Entries must be
postmarked by January 28.

To download an entry form or
to receive contest rules or addi-
tional information visit http://
www.soundcents.com or call Sa-
rah Lifshin at 443-837-1606.

City Notes

The streets crew took deliv-
ery of 200 tons of road salt for
the coming winter and the facili-
ties maintenance crew continued
working on the Municipal Build-
ing window project. The vehicle
mechanics repaired the fuel sys
tem on the leaf vacuum and the
parks crew refurbished the spring
animals for the playground near
73 court of Ridge Road and
made some new signs for the
Christmas tree drop-off locations
and installed them around the
city. The horticulture crew con-
tinued staking newly planted
trees throughout the city.

Planning Department

Staff responded to complaints
from residents of two Springhill
Lake apartments with no heat or
light in the kitchen and re-
sponded to a late night pipe
break at Greenbelt Lake Village.
Staff also inspected the previ-
ously fire-damaged building at
7806 Hanover Parkway for occu-
pancy. Meetings were held with
representatives of Springhill
Lake to discuss redevelopment
plans and staff began review of
the Prince George's County Green
Infrastucture Plan.

Recr eation Department

In conjunction with the
Greenbelt Community Church,
homeless individuals were per-
mitted to take showers at the
Greenbelt Aquatic and Fitness
Center on two consecutive eve-
nings during the week.

The spring 2005 senior pro-
grams and trips are currently be-
ing organized and planned.



