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GHI Board Minority Bloc
Walks Out of Special Meeting

By Buss Greenbaum
Hostilities between the minority bloc on the Greenbelt Homes,

Inc., board of directors and the majority group reached a new
climax last Thursday night when the four-man minority group
walked out of a special meeting of the board immediately after it
was officially convened.

No immediate reason was given
by any of the group for the walk-
out. However, the board in an
hour-long “informal” session prior
to the official start of the meeting
debated the question raised by Bill
Helm of the minority group on
whether the procedure used to call
the special meeting fully complied
with the GHI by-laws.

The meeting had been called by
GHI Board President Harry Zub-
kdff to discuss an agenda of some
13 items. The by-laws state that

..special meetings can be called by
the president but must be held
within five days of the time board
members are notified and no earlier
than three days following notifica-
tion. Following the customary
procedure of past years, the GHI
manager had sent out the notices
along with the planned agenda on
Monday on the basis that this con-
stituted 72 hours notice and thus
complied with the three-day limita-
tion of the by-laws.

“Three Full Days” Notice
Helm, however, in a letter to

Zubkoff dated June 27 (Wednes-

day), declared that an examina-
tion of the Annotated Code of
Maryland as well as the GHI by-
laws indicates that “three full days,
not 72 hours” must elapse before
the meeting can be held and that
this is required for the “protec-
tion of minorities.” This meant,
according to his view, that the
meeting could not be held until
after Thursday midnight.

Helm further requested in his
letter that Zubkoff contact him
before the meeting to discuss the
matter. In their telephone con-
versation just prior to the meeting,
the board was informed, Helm de-

manded to know what agenda
items were so urgent as to require
a special meeting. Helm was told
that the only item which was really
urgent was the approval of mem-
berships, since GHI newcomers
purchasing homes would be incon-
venienced by the long delay in ap-
proving their membership until the

next regular meeting. (The board
only meets once a month normally
in the summer months.)

Helm accepted this reasoning and
said he would agree to sign a
waiver of the requirement for

three-day notification provided the
agenda of the special meeting was
limited to approval of memberships,
plus those additional items which

Zubkoff could convince him needed
to be discussed at that meeting.
Zubkoff said that the only item
that might be considered impor-
tant was the review of Paragraph
II of the GHI contract, which pre-

vents any GHI howeowner from
selling his home at a profit until
he has held it for two years.

This had become more impor-
tant, Zubkoff said, because he had
just received a letter from Green-
belt Realty, Inc., requesting an in-
terpretation of the no-profit limi-
tation which would allow adding to
the price an amount to cover the
commission of the real estate agent
who sells the house. Helm said
he would' accept this item. (Later

it was determined that the Green-
belt Realty letter could not be dis-
cussed, since it wa,s a new item

which cannot be added to the
agenda of a special meeting. Helm
said he would still accept the
agenda item on the no-profit limi-
tation.)

Discussion on Referendum
Board member Ed Peters, who

was absent from the last meeting.
th,en requested inclusion of the

agenda item listed as “Further
discussion on Referendum, if
necessary.” He said he had found
a number of GHI members con-
fused by the “pro-and-con” state-
ment on elderly housing issued last
week, which made it appear that

the board could not make up its
mind about the elderly housing
project. Ed Burgoon, also ab-
sent from the previous meeting,
supported Peters, declaring the
“facts had been twisted” in the
arguments opposing the project.

Helm and board member Joe
Comproni, however, argued that
there was no need to discuss the
elderly housing matter further, and
Zubkoff agreed that there was no
particular aspect of the Referen-
dum that required further discus-
sion. When board member Henry
Brautigam proposed that this item
be eliminated from the agenda,
there was general agreement by all
the board members. (No official

vote could be taken).

Zubkoff Seeks Harmony

Zubkoff urged the board in the

interest of harmony to concede to
Helm’s wishes on the limitation of
the agenda in order to be sure
there would be no question of the
legality of the board’s decisions
in the approval of new members,

although he felt sure the customary
procedure was in compliance with

the by-laws. When Burgoon
vehemently objected to “one or
two members telling the board
what and what not to discuss,”
Zubkoff replied that by conducting
the meeting in a dignified and co-
operative manner he hoped the
spirit would be contagious. He
said he hoped that some other
matters on the agenda could be

discussed at least informally af-
ter the memberships action.

At one time agreement was reach-
ed that all board members would
sign a waiver of the three-day
notification of a special meeting
called only to consider the appro-
val of memberships and the no-
profit limitation. A waiver passed
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AGENDA
REGULAR MEETING

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
GREENBELT, MARYLAND

July 9,1962

1. Meeting called to order.

2. Roll call.

3. Minutes of Regular Meeting,
June 18 and 19, 1962.

4. Petitions and Requests.

5. Requests of Councilmen for
additions to agenda.

6. Written Communications.

7. Manager’s Progress Report.

8. Committee Reports.

9. Ordinance - Appropriate

Funds from Surplus (Audi-

tors)

10. Discussion of Police De-
partment Structure and Job
Description for Police Chief.

11. Discussion and ordinances
for capital improvement
budget items.

keen belt All-Stars
by Bud Dean

Before a large crowd at Mc-
Donald Field Sunday, July 1, the
American League and the National
League squared off in the Annual
All-Star Game. For the fourth
straight year the National League
All Stars had too many horses for
the American League. Manager
Lonnie Palmer again played his
boys to good advantage with Ken-
ny Doss catching a fine game.
The hitting of Hanyok and his
fine fielding and throwing was
the highlight of the game. Hanyok
made 2 fine throws from deep left
field, catching American League
runners coming home both times
to stop a rally.
National League All Stars, 8
American League All Stars, 5.

The All Stars will play a team
from Camp Springs on Sunday,
July 8 at 2 p.m. at McDonald Field.

STATEMENTS ON mi WALKOUT
Following the GHI meeting, our staff reporter interviewed

the participants to elicit further insight into the reasons for the
calling of the special meeting and for the walk-out. Their state-
ments follow:
Zubkoff: Comproni and Helm:

The reaction of four board mem-
bers to the call for a special meet- We should have been given some
ing on June 28 was completely un- justification for calling a special
expected. The meeting had been mee ting to discuss an agenda of
called for several reasons: first, ~ , . .
,

, „ , old business, since at the last meet-
because approval of new members
before the end of the month was ing we were Siven the impression

necessary so that they could move that these old items were not press-
in on July 1; second, because there ing.
was an accumulation of old busi-
ness left over from the previous Even though we had not received
board meeting to be cleared off adequate notice of the meeting, we
the docket; third, because of the agreed to attend and sign a waiver
desire expressed at previous meet- of notice in order to approve mem-
ings that the board meet twice a bership applications and any other
month dudring the summer to take pressing business. No justification
care of the heavy workload. that other agenda items were press-

Of course, it seemed apparent jng was offered,
that the walkout was motivated,
not because of the so called ‘'illegal Under the circumstances we could
notice,” but rather because they only assume that one of the pri-
had a genuine fear that the board mary reasons for calling the meet-
would take new action to delay ing was an attempt to subvert the
the referendum or to send out referendum. The apparent deter-
clarifying information to the mem- mination of two board members to

bers. This fear was unfounded, discuss this item, and their refusal
however. Had there been such a to sign a waiver, which would in
desire, it could have been done af- effect limit the meeting to approval
ter the walkout since a quorum re- of memberships, further strength-
mained to conduct business. ened our opinion.

CAPITOL IMPROVEMENT PROORAM
PLANNED AT SPECIAL MEETING

by Virginia Beauchamp
At a special meeting Saturday morning, members of city

council unanimously reaffirmed their campaign promises of last
fall to go ahead with a capital improvements program for the city
of Greenbelt. In essence, they accepted almost completely the
recommendations of the Advisory Planning Board, whose report,
to council was presented at the public budget hearing last May.
On the basis of that report, council had adopted a three cents as-
sessment per SIOO evaluation, ear-marked for capital improve-
ments.

At issue at the Saturday morning
meeting was the method of finan-
cing the agreed-upon projects. City
manager Charles McDonald re-
ported on the outcome of negotia-
tions with officials of Suburban
Trust Co., who would be willing to
loan S3O-35,000 in a ten-year pro-
gram at 3% interest payable semi-
annually. One tenth of the princi-
pal would be due each year. Thus,
for the first year of the loan the
city would be obligated to pay a
total of $4113, of which only the
first interest payment would be due
during the current fiscal year,
which began July 1. No difficul-
ties in staying within the limits
of the present budget were antici-
pated. Payment of the loan would
be in the form of 10 certificates,
each one-tenth of the total amount

of the loan. Interest would be as-
sessed only from the date at which
each individual certificate was
cashed. Although council apparent-
ly concurred with a suggestion of
councilman Dave Champion that
a $40,000 loan be taken out, no
formal motion was adopted at the

meeting. The exact figure is ex-
pected to be set at the next regu-
larly scheduled meeting, July 9.
Controversy Over Tennis Courts

The only real controversy of the
meeting concerned parliamentary
procedures rather than any sub-
stantive issue. This involved the
suspension of the rules to permit
immediate passage of an ordinance
to authorize the expenditure of

$3600 for resurfacing the tennis
courts. Councilmen Tom Canning
and Champion argued for enact-

ment under the regular rules, which
calls for a second reading of the
ordinance at the next meeting—-
in this case, July 9. Both argued
that the citizens should be allow-
ed a hearing before any commit-
ment to expend public funds is
made. Arguing for immediate

passage, however, was councilman
Ben Goldfaden, who noted that an
immediate start on this particular
project is in the nature of an
emergency, since the delay of only-
a week could mean that the city-
would lose the opportunity to ob-
tain the services of a tennis in-
structor paid by county funds..
Recreation director James Wool-
dridge and the Recreation Advisory
Board have both expressed strong:
interest in making use of this
county program, Goldfaden noted.

Funds for renovation of the
nis courts are immediately avail--
able, prior to the conclusion of-
- loan agreement with Suburban
Trust, since a SSOOO surplus fund
for capital improvements had been;

set aside by council last fall, im-
mediately after the election. By
letting the contract for resurfac-
ing to two different companies—-
one to do the “smooth-seal” under-
coating of the three courts and’ 1
another to supply the base coat
and two coats of green finish and
the white marking—the city would’
save nearly $6200 over a bid by a
third company to do the whole job'
alone. In a roll call vote ok

Goldfaden’s motion to begin im-
mediately with the reconditioning
of the tennis courts, council split

3-2, with Canning and Champion

voting no.

Items Approved
Action on all but one other item

recommended in the Planning
Board’s report was unanimous. ((In

order to arrive at a cost figure for
McDonald to take to his meeting
with officials of Suburban Trust,
council scrutinized each of the
twelve items in the report.) Ini-

tial approval was given for the
following projects: (1) widening
of Northway on the south side ap-

proach to Hillside (SIBOO for mater-
ials, labor being performed by the
city’s maintenance department) j-

(2) entrance roadways and islands-
to Parcel 6 and portion of connect-
ing roadway, as required by con-

tract with GCS, from whom the

property was recently obtained
($3500); (3) drainage between
Lakewood and Woodland Hills sub-
divisions, already approved in a

contract with the Washington Sub-
urban Sanitary Commission ($72-
00); (4) walkways along North-

way from Hillside to Crescent
($3900, including labor); (5) play-
ground equipment ($1500); (6)

curbing and shoulders on Woodland
Way from Hillside to Forestway

($2600); (7) paving of Greenhil!
Rd. to Hillside ($9000), with coun-
cilman Bill Phillips casting the
only vote in opposition.

Of these seven projects, the cost

of the widening of Northway, the
walkways on Northwav, and the
curbing on Woodland Way would
be partially repaid to the city by
a 50% assessment of the owners
of the abutting properties.

One of the items originally sug-

gested in the report of the Ad-
visory Planning Board—slooo fov
sodding—was eliminated from the

capital improvements budget and
voted to be included in the annual

(Continued page 4, col. 1>

R-18 Zoning for Bresler
Traci Approved Friday

The county commissioners on
Friday, June 29, approved the ap-
plication of Charles Bresler for
R-18 zoning for the 50-acre tract

for town houses behind the 10
court Southway and 6-14 courts
of Ridge. T’he city council had
previously recommended approval
of the zoning, after reaching an
agreement with Bresler regarding
covenants to be applied to the de-
velopment of the land.

These covenants require that the

builder limit his construction to

seven units per acre. The R-18

zoning, otherwise, would permit
him to build about three times
that number per acre and as high
as three stories. The covenants
also require that the builder must
conform to R-30 zoning as soon
as adopted by the county commis-
sioners. The proposed R-30 zon-
ing, which would require 70 per-
cent of the total acreage to be de-
voted to open space, is intended
to facilitate the construction of
town houses or garden apartments.

Another covenant calls for the
developer to dedicate within two
years 3% acres near the lake to
the city for parkland.

Bresler’s plans call for construc-
tion of 350 town houses of diver-
sified exteriors, which he hopes to
market under a “condominium” ar-
rangement, which would provide
for joint ownership of green areas
but individual title to each unit.
The R-30 zoning classification will
presumably permit this.

The townhouse type of construc-
tion planned by Bresler calls for
buildings of four, five, six or seven
units grouped around a center
square, each unit selling from
$15,000 to $25,000. Entrances to
the project will be through Lake-
side Drive and through the semi-
circle on Greenbelt Rd. between
Legion Hall and the Armory.

Anniversary Special
This week’s issue of the News ,

Review contains the first of
three special supplements that
will appear this summer com-
memorating the 25th anniver-
sary of Greenbelt. The first

supplement deals with the his- >
tory of Greenbelt and was writ- |
ten by A1 Skolnik and edited by |
Harry Zubkoff. The remaining I
supplements will describe the I
history of Greenbelt organiza- j
tions and activities and include !
interesting sidelights and foot- j
notes to Greenbelt’s development. |
The initial financing of these I
supplements came from reserve J
funds of the newspaper.
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COMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL
The present city council is to be commended for taking action

on the long-recognized but oft-deferred need to institute a capital
improvements program for the City of Greenbelt. In their action
Saturday, adopting almost in their entirety the recommendations of
the Advisory Planning Board, the five councilmen kept their cam-
paign promises of last fall.

Particularly noteworthy was council’s acceptance of “the
whole package,’’ as a member of the Planning Board present at the
meeting termed their decision. In the original report, the Planning
Board set up a system of priorities, giving relative weights to nine
factors, such as safety, health, preservation of public property, and
child recreation. This listing of priorities, which placed first the
widening of Northway Rd. (to correct a dangerous traffic hazard)
and last, in a list of twelve, the improvement of the tennis courts,
was designed to help council choose among a dozen recommended
projects those needing most urgent attention. Since council has
approved instead the principle of taking out a loan so that work
may be begun on all these projects as soon as specifications can be
drawn up and contracts let, the significance of a system of priorities
among these items becomes unimportant.

In this light council’s decision to go ahead at once with the
resurfacing of the tennis courts seems wise. By acting now they
may make possible the city’s participation in a free instructional
program for tennis offered by the county recreation department -

if, in fact, it is not already too late. Any delay would certainly
leave our tennis courts unready by the time the last of the county
funds have been allocated.

Although lowest in priority, repairing the tennis courts was
the only project that could be begun at once. In preparing cost
estimates for the Planning Board’s report, city manager Charles
McDonald had already received bids for the work; furthermore,
more than enough money to do the job has already been set aside
in the city treasury for capital improvements. The tennis courts
have been unusable for many years. Despite frequent requests,
several previous councils have set off to some future time this
desirable improvement. Since the city, by acting fast, now has the
chance to participate in the county’s recreation program, we feel
that the controversial act of passing an ordinance on first reading
to authorize this project was, in this case, well justified.

v

Farewell to Miss Long
After ten years of devoted service to Greenbelt Center School,

Miss Hannah E. Long is being transferred to Bladensburg Elemen-
tary School. Although this represents a promotion for Miss Long,
we, in Greenbelt, willbe sorry to see her leave. Her ten years with
us have been marked by a singular lack of controversy. Not one
regular teacher has left except for pregnancy or husband’s trans-
fer. Even the P.T.A. meetings, those notorious battlegrounds of
American suburbia, have been peaceful. All this, we believe, is a
real tribute to the capability and leadership of the principal.

During her ten-year administration, Miss Long has seen the
sale of the school building by the city of Greenbelt to the county
Board of Education. Also during her tenure the construc-
tion of the Youth Center brought about the elimination of the
Drop-In in the basement of the school on Friday and Saturday
nights. One of her major accomplishments was persuading the
city to install the blacktop playground next to the school. Formerly,
the children had to be conducted to the tennis courts for recess and
gym periods.

Miss Long came to us with an excellent record from Silver
Hill Elementary School. This spring she was awarded a pin for
ten years 1 service to Greenbelt Center School. Now she moves on
to a larger school, taking with her her outstanding administrative
abilities and her devotion to the education of our children. Our
best wishes and heartfelt thanks go with her.

(Continued from page 1, col. 2)
around and signed by all board
members was voided because of
confusion over its interest. The
second time around Peters and
Burgoon said they would not sign
the waiver, since they were con-
vinced that the meeting had been
legally called in the first place.

At first it was thought that only
a majority of board members need

sign, but GHI Manager Paul Camp-

bell pointed out that all must sign
a waiver. At that point Zubkoff
said he would have to ignore all
the discussion that had taken
place previously and officially con-

vene the special meeting of the

board to consider the original

agenda. Immediately board mem-

ber Joe Cherry requested to be
excused. This was granted, and

I ' —/

similar action on the part of
Comproni, Helm and Alan Morri-
son quickly followed.

After the walkout, the board
acted on approval of memberships,
with one case taken up in execu-
tive session. It was then decided
to kill the item on the referendum
and postpone most of the other

items until they could be discussed
in the presence of the absent board
members.

Postponed Items
The postponed items were: the

president’s intent to consider the
addition of items to the agenda
at the beginning of each meeting,
the two-year no-profit limitation,
recognition of Burgoon’s service
to the Corporation, employees’ pen-

sion plan, reply from FNMA on by-

GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW

An Open Letter
I would like to take this oppor-

tunity to openly thank my neigh-
bors, the police officer on duty and
the personnel of the fire depart-
ment.

wii V/ednesday, June 27, these
kind people responded in a wonder-
ful way to the frantic call from
my maid, since I was out to lunch
at the time she called me at the
office.

vVhen I arrived home a short
time later, the situation was well
taken care of by my neighbors,
Mrs. Jack Waters and Mrs. Jack
Snoddy. They had called the
Police Department and Officer
Reamy responded immediately. On
seeing the basement flooded, Officer
Reamy cut off the gas and im-
mediately went to the Fire House
and obtained help. I would like to
thank the men who responded
from the Fire House. It touched
us very much to see one of the
men, Bill Alexander, mopping water
with his arm in a cast. The other
men from the fire house were
George Moore and John Gorlig.

May we take this opportunity to
thank our neighbors, the Police
Department and the Fire Depart-
ment for a job well done.

Sincerely,
Mrs. George L. Gregg

July Parade Saturday
The annual Fourth of July Para-

de will be held on Saturday, July
7, with the starting time scheduled
for 1 p.m. The parade will start
at Northway and Ridge, proceed
down Ridge to Gardenway, turn
down Gardenway to Crescent, and
go out Crescent past the Greenbelt
Firehouse.

Majorette units marching in the
parade will assemble and join the
parade at Gardenway and Crescent.
The judges’ stand for the parade
will be located near the Firehouse.

Majorette competition will be
held at the Firehouse following the
parade.

Local Firefighters Get
State Committee Posts

At the Maryland State Fire-
men’s Convention in Hagerstown,
Maryland, last week, four Green-
ueiters were elected to state-level
positions.

Greenbelt Vol. F. D. & R. S.
President Walter V. Dutton was
elected to the Statistical Commit-
tee. Bob Mogel was appointed as
a member of the Fire Prevention
Committee. On the distaff side,
Jane Hunt was selected for the
Auxiliary Fire Prevention Commit-
tee. Greenbelt Auxiliary President
Cleo Dutton was appointed to

serve on the Ways and Means

Committee.
Greenbelt’s Fire Prevention float

entry received honorable mention,
coming in fourth against stiff com-
petition.

It was decided to hold next
year’s Convention at Ocean City,
Maryland.

law amendment, questions on first

quarterly financial statements, and
opinion of counsel on certificate of
responsibility in use of the boiler
rooms.

On the matter of further ap-

pointments to committees, the

board heard with regret Gerald
Boisvert’s resignation from the
standards and improvements com-
mittee, appointed Bev Fonda to

the by-laws committee, and heard
the acceptance of B. J. Fritz to

serve on the member relations
committee and Robert Philleo to
serve on the rules and regulation
committee, although in both cases

after a short delay.
In considering a trustee for

Greenbelt Senior Homes, Inc., to
replace board member Hans Jor-
gensen defeated in the last elec-
tion, Burgoon nominated Alan
Morrison on the basis that he

showed his interest in the elderly
housing program by submitting
earlier a proposal for such a pro-

gram. Morrison was elected un-

animously to fill this post. (The

by-laws require that six board
members serve as trustees for
Greenbelt Senior Homes, and all
five board members present were

already trustees.)
The next regular meeting was

scheduled for July 12.
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A Word of Calm
To the Editor:

May it be permitted to calm
some of that sound and fury on
the Elderly Housing Issue with the
reasoned words of one of the most
reasoned beings of our age. “. . .

and who can imagine that our
oldsters would like nothing better
than being shunted off some place,
no matter how well housed, a place
where they had nothing to do ex-
cept to watch the funerals of their
friends pass by.” Winston Chur-
chill, British Election Campaign,
1946.

Ernest Schuster ’

Thanks
To the Editor:

Many thanks to the Greenbelt
Rescue Squad for their able and
quick service in taking my son,
John, to the hospital.

The people of Greenbelt should
all be proud of this fine and able
organization.

Charles W. Morrisson

Distortions
To the Editor:

Mr. Zubkoff’s letter in last week’s
issue, rebutting the con statement
on elderly housing, would have
been convincing except for the fact
that it was replete with distortions.
Only one example is where he
claims the con statement says

“GHI must provide movable fur-

nishings,” but that, in reality, there
will be no movable furnishings, as
all are expected to be built in.
This was a half truth —the con
statement reads: “GHI must pro-

vide movable furnishings, if any”
(emphasis added) and incidentally
the term “if any” was added after
consultation with Charlie Schwan,

Chairman of the elderly housing
committee, because the con state-

ment attempted to be completely
factual. Perhaps now Harry
would like to tell us who isn’t being
candid.

Bill Helm

Joe Comproni

If-
i ANTHONY

M. MADDEN on

mbk “Best Buys” in <:

mm Life Insurance
No such thing? Just ask too. Enough life insurance
any veteran who wisely can be a sizable item in S
kept up payments on his your budget, and it’s well
G.I. policy. Or, take a look worth knowing its princi- ([
at the group life insurance pies—how it works, and
your employer offers. For why. Ifyou’d like to know S
the money, these are about Nationwide’s life
mighty hard values to beat. insurance plans, about our }

How about individual pol- “quantity discounts,” new (

icies? They’re all excel- dividend schedule, and \

lent buys—when they give other outstanding features, S
you the right combination I’llbe glad to save von the (

of protection and savings, facts. (
and allow you to change t Anfjmnv M MafUpn *1
this combination later on, rllllUUiljr 111. llidliuLll >

if your needs change. For 133 Centerway, 2nd Floor \

one thing, I’d suggest you
- Tvra S

deal with an agent who Greenbelt, Md. f
wants you as a long-term Rhone GRanite 4-4111 S
client—and speak with him jp TNt i&E \

frankly about your finan- S
cial set-up. For another, do

.. ...
,

„ S
. . ! Nationwide Life Insurance Company c

some comparison shopping, home office: Columbus, Ohio /

9:45 a.m Sunday School 6:30 p.m Training Union
11:00 a.m Morning Worship 7:30 p.m Eevning Worship

7:30 p.m. Wednesday Midweek Service

GREENBELT BAPTIST GHURCH
Crescent & Greenhill Reverend S. Jasper Morris, Jr. GR. 4-4040

MOWATT MEMORIAL METHODIST CHURCH
Invites you to

CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30 a.m.
WORSHIP SERVICE 11:00 a.m.

Nursery Provided Lyle E. Harper, pastor
at Service GR. 4-7293

| HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

122
Ridge Road, Greenbelt, Maryland, GR. 4-4477

Edward H. Birner, Pastor, GR. 4-9200 4T~

WORSHIP SERVICES 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 a.m. y/(
WEEKDAY KINDERGARTEN

C U ZEEtlljslt dommunitij dfiuxcfi

I jji UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

iTHq Rev. Kenneth Wyatt, Minister

SUNDAY: Morning worship at 10:00 a.m. with Mr. Wyatt preaching.
Church School at 10:00 a.m. for Infants through Kindergarten in

Fellowship Center; Grades 1 through 5, Social Hall. 9:00 a.m. Adult
classes for men and women. Summer Enrichment program for Junior
and Senior Highs: meet at church at 2:45 p.m. for trip to Rock Creek
Park Planetarium. 7:45 p.m., Board of Trustees meeting.
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CLASSIFIED
Classified rates are five' cents per
word, fifty cents minimum. Ads
should be submitted in writing, ac-
companied by cash payment, to the
News Review Office at 15 Parkway
not later than 10 p.m. of the Tues-
day preceeding publication. If ac-
companied by cash payment, ads
may be deposited in the News Re-
view box at the Twin Pines Savings
and Loan Association.

CALDWELL’S WASHER SERVICE
All makes expertly repaired. Author-
ized whirlpool dealer. GR 4-5515.

TYPEWRITER REPAIR: Overhaul
and cleaning. Portable, standard
and electric tvpewriters. Call Mr.
K. Kincius GR. 4-6018. Any time.

TV TROUBLE: Service by Tony
Pisano. GR. 4-7841.

TELEVISION & RADIO REPAIRS
& SALES:-RCA Franchised Deal-
ers - New & Used - Roof Antenna
Installations - Car Radio Repairs
- Hanyok Bros. Professional Elec-
tronic Engineers, GR. 4-6069, GR.
4-6464.

PAINTING - Interior and exterior,
Louis B. Neumann, 8-C Research.
GR. 4-6357 after 6 p.m.

T.V. SERVICE: GR. 4-5366 - Mike
Talbot. Also AM, FM, Auto and
Hi-Fi.

PIANO LESSONS for advanced &

beginners, Carol and Marilyn Mor-

ris. GR 4-5031.

PAINTING lnterior, exterior,
Free estimates, reasonable rates.
C. H. Copeland, GR. 4-6953.

HAND LAWN MOWERS: Just
been sharpened and reconditioned
- SB. Lawn mowers sharpened
$2.50. S. J. Rolph, 3-B Ridge. GR
4-4136 or 864-2911.

WHY WAIT? START NOW! In-

ternational Correspondence Schools.
“The World’s Schoolhouse” is now
accepting applications in over 250
courses: Art, High School, En-
gineering, Trades, etc. Contact
Victor M. Fisher, 2-H Gardenway.

WILL BABY SIT ON SATURDAY
NIGHTS. Call GR 4-6787.

FOR SALE: 2-bedroom frame, im-

mediate occupancy. $59.75 per
month. Washer, dryer, air condi-
tioning, tile bath, fence. 7-E South-
way. GR 4-5089.

WANTED: Driver for established
car pool to vicinity of GSA State.
Hours 8:45 - 5:15. Call GR 4-4164.

FOR SALE: Refrigerator - S2O.
GR 4-9283.

PRIVATE INSTRUMENTAL IN-
STRUCTION: Qualified music
graduate - 474-5997.

RIDE WANTED: Northwestern
summer school. Will pay or form
carpool. GR 4-7632.

Center School Principal
Miss Hannah Long, principal of

Center School for the past ten
years, has been appointed to
Bladensburg Elementary School.

Mr. Ferdinand Cardano will re-
place Miss Long as principal. Car-
dano has been Helping Teacher in
Science for the past few years,
working at the Prince Georges
Board of Education in Marlboro.
He was instrumental in helping to

City Clerk and
Purchasing Agent

Must attend and keep the records
of City Council Meetings, pre-
pare bids and advertising and
receive bids for all City pur-
chases. Serve as secretary to
City Manager. Salary range
$4825 to $5575. Apply City
Manager, City of Greenbelt.

GREENBELT
THEATRE

Free Parking GR. 4-6100

Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat., July 4-7

ELVIS PRESLEY

"FOLLOW THAT DREAM"

Sun., Mon., Tue. Wed., July 8-11
"CAPE FEAR"

Robert Mitchum—Gregory Peck

COMING SOON

"BIG RED"

"JUDGMENT AT
NUREMBERG"

develop the use of the Hyattsville
Planetarium for school children.

Wantedj
Homes In jj
Greenbelt jj

Reward!
Quick Sale!;

of Your jj
ij Home jj

GREENBELT
REALTY, INC.

|> Realtors

Member, Multiple <[

Listing Service

j GR. 4-5700 ij
Suburban Washington's Largest Bank

Suburban Trust Company
For Prompt, Pleasant Service

Greenbelt Office <

103 Centerway JU. 8-5000
Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

When You Need Money
See Your

Greenbelt Federal

CREDIT UNION
LOW COST , CONFIDENTIAL LOANS

153 Centerway GR 4-5858
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PLANS FOR NEW CO-OP SUPERMARKET

by Elaine Skolnik - GRanite 4-6060
Recent visitors at the Hoffman

home, 2-B Southway, were Jake’s
mother, Mrs. Hazel Hoffman, his
brother Robert, and Robert’s wife,
Betty, and children Cindy, Judy,
and Becky. All are from Lowell,
Indiana.

A very happy birthday to Rickie
Lee Belt, 4-A Gardenway, who was
eight years old today. Rickie and
his brother, Mike, have just re-
turned from a week at Beverly
Beach, where they stayed with
their aunt.

Former Greenbelters, Helen and
Si Justman, say “hello” to all their
friends and former neighbors. A1
and I visited them recently in their
home at Margate, New Jersey.

A speedy recovery to Charles
Collins, 53-G Ridge, who was hos-
pitalized.

Good luck to the Denson family,
13 Hillside, who have moved to
Beltsville.

Happy birthday to Roberta Boy-
koff, 2-C Northway, who celebrated
her eighth birthday. Ditto to sis-
ter, Bonnie, who was sweet six-
teen.

Congratulations to Epp Laane,
122 Northway, who was awarded
a four-year full tuition scholar-
ship to George Washington Uni-
versity.

Edith Beauchamp, 8-A Crescent,
had lots to tell her parents after
spending a week with her grand-
parents, Dr. and Mrs. George
Beauchamp, in Kissimmee, Fla.

Jean, Larry, Carol, and Ricky
Mohr, 4-H Crescent, are back home
after a motor trip that took them

WANTED: Ride to N.S.A. at Fort
Meade - GR 4-6411.

SIX BOX-TRAINED KITTENS
need homes. Delightful, amusing
and affectionate. Call 474-2876.

FOR SALE: Three bedroom frame.
Clean court, buildings just painted.
Nice back yard with brick patio.
Woods in back. Washing machine
included. Down payment reduced!
Also save realtor’s commission by
buying now from owner. Monthly
charges $67.50. Call us! GR 4-6778.

LOST: Prescription sunglasses -

charcoal frames - at Center. Call
GR 4-5179. Reward.

WANTED: Capable school girl
to watch 2 children and do light
housework Saturday mornings.
GR 4-6859.

RIDE WANTED to Justice Depart-
ment - hours 9 - 5:30. GR 4-1849.

RESPONSIBLE PERSON to baby-
sit with 4 children - ages 10, 11, 13
and 14 - from Friday afternoon
(July 13) through Sunday morning
(July 15). Call 474-8243.

Gun '7teC&6&w&
to Detroit, Michigan, and Niagara
Falls.

Houseguests of the Joe Suchers,
8 Lakeside, were college friends,
Mr. and Mrs. Anatole Beck of
Madison, Wisconsin.

Congratulations to Mrs. Helene
Mayock, 16 Empire, who received
her Master’s Regree in Social Work
from Howard University.

The Kastner family, 39-F Ridge,
vacationed at Ocean City, N. J.

Visiting the Bartholf family, 14-

Q Laurel, are Frank’s brother and
family, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Bart-
holf and son, John. Arthur has
recently retired from service, hav-
ing been stationed at L. G. Hans-
comb Field in Bedford, Massachu-
setts. The family is en route to
their home in Spokane, Washing-
ton.

The Russ Greenbaums, 1 Lake-
side, are back from their grand
tour of the West. California was
their destination, and of course
they took Rachelle and Eric to
Disneyland.

Mr. and Mrs. William Eaton, 20-
D Hillside, proudly announce the
arrival of a daughter. Eleanor
Jean made her debut on June 19,
weighing 8 lbs. 6 oz. She joins
Linda, Bradley and Bryant.

Best wishes for a happy birth-
day to Beverly Francisco, 2-G
Northway, who will be eleven years
old.

Springhill Groundbreaking
The Groundbreaking Ceremony

at Springhill Lake will be held on
Friday, July 6, at 11 a.m. Rain
forced cancellation of the cere-
mony on the originally scheduled
date.

Maryland State Controller Louis
L. Goldstein will be the guest of
honor at the ceremony, marking
the start of the totally planned
apartment community of 5,000
families, largest project of its kind
in the metropolitan area.

Bid to Rebuild Co-op
Market Let to Stubb

John S. Stubbs Co., local builders,
have won the contract to rebuild

the Greenbelt Co-op Supermarket
which was destroyed by fire April
11. The winning bid was for
$254,824, with completion schedu-
led for 115 days. This means the
new store should be ready for
operation sometime in October.
Time was considered an impor-
tant factor, for- though one of
the five companies bidding sub-
mitted a lower figure - its time
schedule called for 150 days, upping
the overall costs on a pro-rated
basis.
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GHI Referendum
Ballot Procedures

Referendum ballots on the pro-
posed elderly housing program,
which are now in the hands of
all GHI members, must be re-
ceived at the Greenbelt post office
no later than 5 p.m., Tuesday, July
10, Bev Ponday, chairman of the
GHI elections and nominations
committee has announced. Ballots
have been sent to all those on the
GHI membership list as of June 3.

The committee has rented a
special box at the post office, which
has agreed to deliver all the ballots
at one time at 6:15 p.m. to the GHI
board room where they will be
counted. According to Fonda, the
names on the envelopes will be
validated by GHI employees. (He

noted that each voter must sign
his name above printed addresso-
graph plate.)

When the ballots have been vali-
dated, the envelope will be slit
open with the name side on the
envelope face down, the ballot re-
moved still folded and immediately
slipped into the ballot box. Fonda
stressed that the entire procedure
including the counting of the bal-
lots was open to , the public.

The above information was re-
ported to the GHI board by Fonda
at last week’s special meeting.
Bernard Bordenet, a close obser-
ver of GHI board procedures,
volunteered the comment that
Fonda had taken all reasonable
precautions to insure the accuracy
and secrecy of the ballot.

(Continued from page 1, col. 5)

budget. Other items were on
motions held in abeyance, although
the intent to approve these projects
at a later time was clearly ex-
pressed. One of these was the
construction of a sidewalk on Cres-
cent between Greenhill and North-
way. Council felt that this work
could not be undertaken until af-
ter the engineering of the drain-
age ditch between Lakewood and
Woodland Hills should be com-
pleted by the WSSC. Another
was the clearing up of the drain-
age problem at Braden Field,
which it had been hoped could be
accomplished this fall. Council
tabled action on this item pending
an engineering survey and Mc-
Donald was requested to present
to council at the July 9 meeting
an estimate for hiring an engineer-
ing consultant to analyze prob-
lems involved in items 2 and 6, as
well as the Braden Field drainage.

Debate on Lake Park
After considerable discussion, a

motion by Canning to approve the
expenditure of SBSOO for a shelter
and comfort station at the lake
was defeated when mayor White,
describing himself as “puzzled,”
abstained from voting and a tie
vote was unbroken, tln actuality,
White’s description of himself as
“wanting to do something but not

knowing what to do” probably ex-
pressed the sentiments of the en-
tire council, and a later motion
to table the measure for further
consideration was unanimously
adopted, with McDonald being re-
quested to set up an early meeting

with council and representatives
of the Maryland Park and Plan-
ning Commission.

Among possibilities to be con-
sidered were turning the lake park
over to the county for development
or even selling it to the Maryland

Park and Planning Commission.

Illegal Fireworks Sale
After a summer of unusually

heavy use of firecrackers and cherry
bombs and an unusually large
number of complaints from citi-
zens and of injuries reported,
police Sunday night arrested the
man they think may have contribu-
ted largely to this seasonal prob-
lem. Clifton W. Raley, employee
of the tobacco shop, was charged
with the illegal sale of fireworks
in Greenbelt. Bond of S3OO was
set, and trial is scheduled for July
9 in Hyattsville.

Among a number of children re-
ported injured by cherry bombs
Were two boys burned on arms,
backs, and legs while sitting in
front of the swimming pool build-
ing. Another child was so startled
by the sound of exploding fire-
works that she fell out of bed,
badly cutting her scalp.

Police News Review
Residents of Laurel Hill com-

plained to police about some boys
who were setting fires in the
woods. The boys were identified and
their parents notified for disciplin-
ary action to be taken.

A stolen car, driven by non-Green-
belt juveniles, was apprehended in
Greenbelt by Officer Don Smith.
The car was stopped on Greenhill
Road. The boys were turned over
to Juvenile authorities and the case
put into the hands of Prince Geor-
ges county police. The car was reg-
istered to a resident of East Pines.

Police picked up a dog on the
complaint of a resident that the dog
was running loose. The animal was
taken to the city animal enclosure
at the warehouse and its owner
charged with allowing a dog to run
loose.

Police received a complaint from
a resident that a pop bottle thrown
from a passing car had almost
struck his wife. They gave the
police officer a license number, but
investigation proved that the num-
ber had been erroneously copied.

A resident on Westway reported
the theft of an ornamental duck
from his yard.

The theft of men’s underclothing
was reported by a resident of Ridge.
Missing were four pairs of shorts.

Vandalism was reported from St.
Hugh’s. Investigating officers re-
ported a large number of windows
broken, with shattered glass both
inside and outside the biulding.

An overdose case was reported
from Prince Georges Hospital last
week. The emergency room repor-
ported the admittance of a little
two-year old girl who had climbed
up to the medicine cabinet in her
home and taken an undetermined
amount of aspirin. The child’s sto-

mach was pumped out.

DON'T FORGET TO
SIGN THE ENVELOPE
FOR GHI REFERENDUM

LITTLE LEAGUE CHATTER
Bud Dean

With three-quarters of the sea-
son gone by, the race for the lead
is still as hot as it was at the start
with the D. A. V. Tigers leading
the Indians by one game and G.
H.I. Giants leading the Pepsi Cola
Athletics by one game.
Monday - With Lundrigan pitch-
ing fine ball, the American Legion
Cardinals put the bite on Co-ops
for a fine win. American Legion
Cardinals, 11 - Co-op, 8.

Tuesday- With Wayne of the In-
dians back in form and pitching
his finest game, he threw a 3-hitter
at the Jim Lemon All-Stars to keep
the Indians within whispering dis-
tance of the leaders. Indians, 17
- Jim Lemon All-Stars, 0.
Wednesday - In another close game
the Pepsi Cola Athletics behind the
fine pitching of D. Sparks kept pace
with the leader in the American
League by downing the Lions. Pep-
si Cola Athletics, 5 - Lions, 2.
Thursday - In a must game for both
teams the D.A.V. Tigers and the
G.H.I. Giants met and when the
smoke cleared the Giants were on
the big end of the score. Hildabrand
started for the Giants against Ken-
ny Jones for the Tigers. Hildabrand
was relieved by Mike Jones who
not only pitched fine, but singled
in the 2 runs to put the Giants
ahead to stay. Mike relieved and
struck out 8 men and got the other
on a pop fly. G.H.I. Giants, 5 -

D.A.V. Tigers, 4.

Friday - Behind the pitching of
Doss and the hitting of Doss, who
had 4 for 4, and a home run by
Newman, the Indians won their
second game of the week by teeing
off on the Co-op. Indians, 14 -Co-op,
3.
Saturday - In a make-up game Jim
Lemon All-Stars and the G.H.I.
Giants tangled again. The fine re-
lief pitching of Mike Jones was the
difference, as he relieved in the
third inning and allowed no hits.

G.H.I. Giants, 6 - Jim Lemon All-
Stars, 3.
Saturday - In a make-up game the
Indians and the Pepsi Cola Athletics
in a must game for both teams,
went with their best. The Athle-
tics went with Ronnie Sillaman
and the Indians with Donnie Mick-
leson. Both boys pitched fine
ball but when the runs were count-
ed the A’s had it by four runs. Pep-
si Cola Athletics, 7 Indians, 3.

Schedule for the week
Mon., July 9 All Stars vs Tigers.
Tues., July 10 Cardinals vs Athle-

tics.
Wed., July 11 Indians vs Giants.
Thurs., July 12 Tigers vs Lions
Fri., July 13 Indians vs Cardinals.

New Bus Schedule
The new schedule for the Green-

belt bus, now in effect, cuts out
three of the mid-day runs. The
schedule provides for five trips out
of town during the morning hours,
with the first trip at 7 a.m. and the
last one at 9:35 a.m.

The route has been changed to
start at Research and Ridge in-
stead of Laurel Hill and Ridge. On
the return trip, the bus will go
all the way around Ridge to Cres-
cent.

The first bus in the afternoon
will leave Research and Ridge at
2:40 p.m., and the last one will
leave at 6:50 p.m. The last incom-
ing bus will leave U.S. 1 at 7:12 p.m.

The Saturday bus schedule will
remain the same except that it
will travel the new longer route.

Canning and Champion opposed
the former suggestion on the
grounds that Greenbelt citizens
would be assessed an additional 11-
cent tax by the county, with no as-
surance that any development of
the lake park could be started
within the next few years. Gold-
faden, on the other hand, pointed
to a large number of problems in
relation to upkeep of the lake—-
such as vandal-proof construction,
policing, and erosion control
which he felt would require far
more than the SBSOO expenditure
recommended. Greenbelt should
“do the job right,” he urged, or
turn it over to another agency.

REAL ESTATE OFFICE |
GREENBELT HOMES, IRC. RIDGE ROAD & HAMILTON PLACE

We are staffed with a licensed broker and salesmen to appraise,
list, and sell your home. We have buyers for all types of Greenbelt
homes. Consult us before sellng.

Sales Office open 7 days a week for your convenience.

COME IN OR CALL US

GR 4-4161 GR 44244
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TOMFORD LITHO CORpJ
[Lithography and Printing S

i Prompt Service, Complete /

[ Printing Service, Booklets S
i Newsletters, Office /

'Forms - Brochures

i Wedding Invitations/
| “Color and Creative Printing S

A Specialty” /

6003 Greenbelt Rd. (opp. Belt-*!
way Plaza) Phone: 474-8885

RCA Franchised Dealer I
TELEVISION

Sales & Service
Professional Licensed Electrical

Engineers
VHF TV antenna’s installed

CH. 26 antenna’s & converters
Car Radios Repaired

Honyok Bros.
GR. 4-6069 GR. 4-6464

Moving? j
0 16 Foot Van and
B Plenty of Pads f

Cali
[Burke Eastep
B GR 4-7522
B Specializing in Saturday l
H and Evening Moves j;

B. L. MEIER
Plumbing and Heating

BUILT IN SHOWERS
OUR SPECIALTY
POWDER ROOMS

and
Alterations

GR. 4-7797 Anytime

Invest-Save - Earn j
in i

j

Greenbelt
TWIN PINES i

SAVINGS & LOAN ASSN.
VNA/SA/VVVNA/VVVVVVVVVVVNA/S/VNA/VS/VN/VV>/VVVVVV%

Your Local Cut Rate Liquor Store

VETERAN’S LIQUOR
11630 Wash. Balto. Blvd. <U, S. Highway No. 1)

WE DELIVER 474-1000

ALL LOCAL BEER AT Many Nationally Known Brands
WHOLESALE PRICES To Choose From

Right Start For Your Own Bar
Leban Valley Penn Beer 2.99 or 3 for 8.75se

3.49 or 3 for 10.00

TTV STORFONIY
379 °r 3 fOF 11L00

IN STORE ONLY 3 .39 or 3 for 11.49

IMPORTED WINES Mix If You Like
from 89c qt. & up

PAINTS
Latex or outside, floor and deck reg. 5.49 gal.

Vets Spec - Mix or Match 3.49 gal or 3 for $lO

Maryland Suburban Yellow Pages

are going to press soon!

mm
Let the walking fingers point

more business your way

If you wish to make any changes or addifions in your
advertisements, coil your local Telephone Business Office.

They find you fasi in the Yellow Pages!

the imHi TELEPHONE COMPANY OF MARYLAND
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25th Anniversary Special Edition
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AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER.
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The Greenbelt Story 1937-62
IN THE BEGINNING . . .

Greenbelt and “greenbelt towns”
were still an idea on paper when
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, on
April 30, 1935, established by execu-
tive order the Resettlement Adminis-
tration under the authority granted
him by Congress in the Emergency
Relief Appropriation Act of 1935.
Named as head of this agency was
Rexford Guy Tugwell who, as a fer-
vent believer in “garden towns”, had
dreams of building a network of
model communities in suburban areas
adjacent to densely populated urban
centers.

These model “garden towns” were
intended to serve many purposes:
(1) to give useful work to men on
unemployment relief; (2) to demon-
strate in practice the soundness of
planning and operating towns ac-
cording to certain garden city prin-
ciples; and (3) to provide low-rent
housing in healthful surroundings,
both physical and social, for families
of modest incomes.

To achieve this goal, the Federal
government sought large tracts of
land which under single ownership
could be developed as planned com-
munities, protected by encircling
green belts. Such a green belt would
provide small gardens and farm
tracts for residents while protecting
the towns from the encroachments
of unplanned neighboring develop-
ments.

The Greenbelt site was selected for
the demonstration town near the
Nation’s capital, after consultations
with the Maryland State Planning
Commission, Prince Georges County
representatives, school district offi-
cials, officials from the National
Agricultural Research Center in
Beltsville and other local citizens.
Two other sites selected were Green-
hills, Ohio and Greendale, Wisconsin,
located outside of Cincinnati and
Milwaukee.

"pcvdt *y£tee
This is the first of three special

editions that the News Review
plans to publish this summer com-
memorating the 25th anniversary
of Greenbelt. The second and
third editions will deal with the
history of the various civic groups,
churches, schools, and other muni-
cipal and voluntary activities, in-
cluding descriptions of leading in-
stitutions and landmarks. There
will also be articles giving interest-
ing facts and sidelights of a per-
sonal nature with respect to Green-
belt’s development.

erally recognized as one of the
world’s foremost experiments in com-
munity planning. It was unique in
that the entire municipality
streets, utilities, schools, stores,
parks, and dwelling areas was
completely mapped on paper before
any construction work was started.
Even the form of government was
decided upon before the community
was established. On June 1, 1937,
the town charter enacted by the
Maryland State Legislature went into
effect. It provided for the first mana-
ger-council type of government in
Maryland’s history.

The main streets were laid out
along the crest of a horseshoe-
shaped ridge. Shops, school, and
other community buildings were
grouped in the center of the horse-
shoe where they could be easily
reached from all parts of town.
Houses built to fit the natural con-
tours of the hilly terrain were
grouped in superblocks, four or five
times as large as the usual city
block. Instead of facing the street
nearly all of the houses faced the
interior of the block, which was laid
out in lawns and playgrounds. Paths
ran through the interior parks, safe
from traffic.

Original Greenbelt
Original Greennbelt consisted of 885

dwelling units covering a little over
120 acres (217 acres with the
community facilities) and costing
$4,799,000: 574 were in group houses,
306 in apartments, and 5 were de-
tached houses built as an experiment
in prefabrication. Four of the units
were used for the medical center, one
for a hotel apartment, and one for a
demonstration home. There were al-
so ten one-family homes (Parkbelt)
constructed on leased land by a pri-
vate developer, which were subse-
quently sold to private individuals.

Monthly rentals ranged from $lB
to s4l, with an additional monthly

$97 An Acre

The site at Greenbelt was purchas-
ed at an average cost of about $97
an acre, much of it from old Maryland
families with titles going back to
the original grants from the King of
England. The land was no longer
of much agricultural value. It had
been overworked as farmland, es-
pecially for tobacco growing and
had ceased to be used for this pur-
pose. About 12,260 acres were pur-
chased, but only about one-fourth of
this land is now part of Greenbelt.
Most of this acreage was later trans-
ferred for use by the Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center.

The first spadeful of ground was
turned on October 12, 1935, and ac-
tual construction of Greenbelt build-
ings commenced in February 1936.
By September 1937, when the first
tenants were ready to move in, more
than 9,700 men had been given em-
ployment, totaling 7,883,400 man-
hours. The total cost of the original
project was estimated at $13,450,000
including the amount paid for utili-
ties, roadways, shopping center, and
municipal services, and the cost of
3,371 acres of land.

From the first, Greenbelt was gen-
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charge for electricity and water. The
original eligibility requirements
limited tenancy to families with an
annual income of SBOO to $2,200, and
an important requirement was dem-
onstrated need for more adequate
housing. It was also considered im-
portant that the family indicate
genuine interest in a progressive
and cooperative town such' as that
envisioned by the Greenbelt plan-
ners. To provide Greenbelt with
first-rate leadership, the government
used a trained staff of family selec-
tion specialists to interview and
select, from the thousands of appli-
cants, those families whose residence
in Greenbelt could be expected to be
of the greatest benefit to the com-
munity.

LEARNING TO WALK . .
.

Greenbelt’s first five families, con-
taining 14 persons, moved in on
September 30, 1937, and by the mid-
dle of October, Greenbelt’s popula-
tion had grown to 45 families. Im-
mediately the task was begun of es-
tablishing the town’s political,
economic, and social institutions.

The first step was taken on Novem-
ber 8, 1937 when some 200 persons
gathered in the school auditorium to
organize the Greenbelt Citizens’ As-
sociation for the purpose of provid-
ing a public forum for the considera-
tion and discussion of vital city prob-
lems. The second step was the crea-
tion of a town newspaper which
would disseminate information an-
make accessible to the community the
facts needed to arrive at sound de-
cisions. On November 11 a Journalis-
tic Club was formed and a plan adop-
ted calling for the issuance of weekly
journals to be known as the Green-
belt Cooperator (now known as the
Greenbelt News Review). The first
issue of the Cooperator appeared on
November 24, 1937 and was a mimeo-
graphed paper containing sixteen
pages of local news and editorial
content.

On November 23, 1937, 96 percent
of the registered voters went to the
polls and elected their first town
council. (Greenbelt was not designa-
ted a city until its charter was amend-
ed on June 1, 1949.) This council, in
turn, elected Louis Bessemer as
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Greenbelt’s first mayor and appointed
Roy S. Braden as town manager.
Braden was community manager for
the Farm Security Administration
(FSA), which had taken over owner-
ship and operation of the project af-
ter the liquidation of the Resettle-
ment Administration in September
1937. The councilmen were elected
only for one year, as were also the
councilmen in 1938. It was not until
the September 1939 election that a
full-term council for two years was
elected.

Government
The functions of the town govern-:

ment and the Federal government
were closely interrelated and to some
extent overlapping. From 1937 to
1946, the Federal officer in general
charge of Greenbelt the communi-
ty manager was designated by the
town council as the town manager.

As town manager, he was adminis-
trative head of the municipal govern-
ment which included the departments
of public safety, health, public works,
recreation, and sanitation. He was
also subject to removal by the town
council. As community manager, he
was the landlord received and in-
vestigated applications for homes,
collected rents, maintai ne d the
grounds, made repairs, furnished heat,
light, and water, and exercised gen-
eral supervision over the property.

This dual relationship also extend-
ed to other administrative posts. The
administrative assistant for FSA was
also director of public safety for the
town of Greenbelt at a salary of $1
a year. Another sl-a-year man was
the town treasurer who otherwise
was chief accountant for FSA on the
premises.

Cooperative Living
Even before the first residents

moved in, the cooperative seed had
been planted in Greenbelt. On Septem-
ber 2, 1937, the Department of Agri-
culture signed an agreement with
Consumer Distribution Corporation, a
cooperative founded by the late Ed-
ward A. Filene, Boston merchant and

philanthropist, to organize all com-
mercial enterprises at Greenbelt on
a consumer cooperative basis.

Greenbelt Consumer Services
Consumer Distribution Corporation

advanced the sum of $50,000 to or-
ganize a subsidiary, Greenbelt Con-
sumer Services, Inc. (GCS), which
would set up and operate the stores.
The goal was eventual ownership and
operation of these stores by the
Greenbelt residents. The original
agreement provided that if Green-
belters did not purchase GCS by De-

cember 31, 1939, the government
coidd repossess the stores and lease
them to private enterprise.

Among the services that were soon
provided by GCS were a food store,
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a gasoline-filling station, a drug store,

a barber shop, a movie theater, a
valet shop, a beauty parlor, a variety
store, and finally, a tobacco shop, in
that order.

Greenbelt Health Association
Another unique local cooperative

that got off to an early start was
the Greenbelt Health Association.
Greenbelt’s need for a physician was
acute. Its particular problem was to
obtain adequate medical care for a
population whose incomes averaged
in the neighborhood of $1,600 per
annum. Another problem was the
fact that the nearest hospital was over
10 miles distant.

Greenbelt Health Association fol-
lowed the general pattern of the con-
sumer-owned group clinic, Group
Health Association, Inc., which had
been established during the fall of
1937 at Washington, D. C. by Federal
government employees. The emphasis
was on prepaid contributions, pre-

ventive medicine, group practice, and
consumer control. ,

On April 1, 1938, the Health As-
sociation opened its clinic, with Dr.

James Spencer Dryden in attendance.
Dr. Dryden was compensated on a
salary basis, but was permitted to
treat non-members on a fee-for-serv-
ice basis, paying the association a
portion of that income for the use
of its office and equipment.

The following year saw the open-

ing of a municipal hospital at 30
Ridge road on May 1, 1939. The hos-
pital included two operating rooms,
an X-ray room, a drug room, a kitchen
and laboratory. Accomodations were
limited to six adults, three children,
and three infants.

Other Organizations
As new residents continued to move

in throughout the first year, the
number of organizations and clubs
mushroomed. American Legion Post
No. 136, with 35 members, received
a temporary charter on December 3,
1937. Still in December, a coopera-
tive Federal credit union was estab-
lished, to provide local banking facili-
ties ; the first Parent-Teachers As-
sociation was formed; and a commit-
tee of Protestant laymen launched
a plan for a Community Church to

minister to the religious needs of all
Protestant worshippers without re-
gard to denomination. Shortly there-
after, a Catholic parish was formed,
to be followed by a Church of Latter-
Day Saints and a Hebrew congrega-

tion. These religious groups in
February 1938 established an Inter-
faith Committee that sought to fos-
ter religious understanding and pro-
mote brotherhood.

Early in 1938 a mother’s club was
formed, and as a result of its activit-
ies, a nursery school and kindergarten

were later organized. Other groups
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formed in the early months were Boy
Scout Troop 202 and Cub Pack 202,
sponsored by the Citizens’ Associa-
tion, and Girl Scout Troop No. 17.
A source of entertainment to the com-

munity was a neighborhood little thea-
ter group, the Greenbelt Players,
which put on a series of productions
until the war years. Among other
recreational groups were an athletic
club, a camera club, hobby club,
bridge club, garden club, rifle and gun

club, and a radio club.
Public Attraction

Greenbelt captured the public's
imagination from the start. It is
estimated that every week saw over
5,000 visitors, many of them attract-
ed by newspaper reports, not always
accurate or favorable. An example
of one garbled report was that ten-
ants had to check in and out of the
community as if it were a military
camp. This, the newspapers said,
was the last straw in Government
regimentation and infringement of
liberty.

In actuality, the situation was this.
During the construction period a
regular guard force was maintained
as a precaution against theft of
materials and equipment. A guard
was stationed at the two entrances
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Airview of Greeiibelt, made in September 1937 just before the project was opened for occupancy. On left are brick
and cinder block homes. In right foreground is Hillside Rd., looking toward shopping center and Southway at upper
right.

to the project 24 hours a day and
anyone entering or leaving had to
pass the scrutiny of this sentry. This
rule was still in effect after the first
tenants moved in and continued un-
til construction was completed in
June 1938.

The farther the newspaper from
the local scene, the more dramatic
the report. The Denver Post, for ex-
amp’e, was quoted as calling Green-
belt “a topsy-turvey town where no
one knew whether they were ap-
proaching a front or back door and
where people could-hardly find their
way home at night.” It also reported
how “people hated to hang out their
‘panties’ to the public gaze”.

Rules and Regulations
The origin for many of these

reports stemmed from the rules and
regulations laid down by FSA for
tenants. These rules concerned such
matters as the use of garages and
parking spaces, disposal of garbage,
hours for hanging out wash, and
keeping of pets. Persons who protest-
ed these regulations appealed to the
Washington newspapers. The result
was often editorials proclaiming, for
example, that such letters bore evi-
dence to the fact that “the good old
American trait of stubborn individual-

ijsm is still our solid bulwark against
the regimented beehive economy into
which Europe has fallen.”

The opening of the swimming pool
in May 1939 and the passage of a
town ordinance banning the wearing
of shorts in the commercial center
was another opportunity for the
Washington • newspapers to poke fun
“at another example of regimenta-
tion.”

GROWING PAINS . . .

Greenbelt faced many problems in
its early days. One was that of trans-
portation to Washington, D. C. The
Federal Government had from the
first recognized that the prospect of
living in an isolated community with
three or four of each day’s waking
hours devoted to travel was enough
to dampen the enthusiasm of all but
the most hardy. It therefore entered
into a 12-month contract with Capi-
tal Transit Company to provide a
limited-stop bus service between the
Greenbelt center and the intersection
of Ninth Street annd Constitution
Avenue, N. W., a distance of 12.8
miles.

The contract guaranteed the com-
pany a minimum annual return of 6
percent on its investment. The net
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result was a monthly subsidy of
around SBOO - S9OO. Consequently,
at the end of the first year in
April 1939 the government decided
not to renew the contract.

In its place Capital Transit opera-
ted a shuttle bus between Greenbelt
and Berwyn. From there the balance
of the trip had to be negotiated by
slow street car. In January, this
shuttle service was extended to Mt.
Rainier. During the next decade, as
costs rose and the number of pas-
sengers dropped off, Capital Transit
reduced its service. Finally, in
March 1951, Capital Transit was
granted permission to discontinue all
service to Greenbelt.

In June 1951 the city initiated its
own bus service from Greenbelt to
Berwyn by purchasing a bus that hac'
been used by Greenbelt Consumer
Services in providing transportation
between the North End of town and
the commercial center. Except for
the first few years of operation, the
bus has been running continually at
a deficit. Throughout the years, ef-
forts have been made to interest a
public carrier in providing direct bur
service between Greenbelt and down-
town Washington, but the problem
appears no nearer solution today than >
it was 25 years ago.

The Co-op Stores
Another decision faced by Green-

belters in the early years concerned
the purchase of Greenbelt Consumer
Services (GCS). Under the original
agreement signed by the Federal
Government, the local cooperative
purchasing the store had to have 50
percent of the occupied dwellings join
in the enterprise, at least to the ex-
tent of investing in a $lO share. This
goal was not achieved until Decem-
ber 1939.

On January 9, 1940, Greenbelters
took over the operation of the stores
which had 35 employees and were
grossing over a third of a million
dollars annually. A sum of $5,000,
raised primarily through the sale of
stock to over 400 Greenbelters, was
paid to Consumer Distribution Cor-
poration as an initial down payment.
A debt of $35,000 remained which was
paid off in less than 6 years.

Rents and Incomes
A third problem concerned the

government’s rental policy which
provided that the lease of a tenant
could not be renewed if his total
family income had increased to 25
percent more than his maximum en-
trance income. It was feared that
enforcement of this policy would de-
prive the town of many of its most
active families.

One of the solutions sought to this
problem was a privately financed and
constructed home-building program
on the vacant land in the project,
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which would permit the over-income
families to enjoy the privileges of
Greenbelt without depriving lower
income families of needed low-cost
housing. The Farm Security Adminis-
tration was receptive and agreed to
lease land (area now occupied by
Woodland Hills subdivision) for this
purpose, and with no income restric-
tions on occupants.

The war intervened, however, and
the shortage of building supplies led
to the suspension of the home-building
program. At the same time, the
government abandoned its income
limitation policy and substituted a
policy of placing rents on a sliding
scale in accordance with ability to
pay.

Health Program
A fourth crisis dealt with Green-

belts’ health program. Limited in-
come under the Greenbelt Health As-
sociation (GHA) plan made it difficult
from the start to attract capable doc-
tors. The municipal hospital also ran
into financial difficulties ending up
with deficits of $10,300 in 1939, $6,600
in 1940, and SB,OOO in 1941. In the
latter case, FSA refused to sanction
further suport by its payments in
lieu of taxes, and the hospital was

v forced to close its doors on January
31, 1962. Residents voted down a pro-
posal that each family pay sl2 annual-
ly for the hospital.

GHA lingered on for quite a while,
but suffered continuous crises not only
involving financial matters but also
personality clashes between the doc-
tors and the board of directors. By
May 1950, the membership had drop-
ped to 180 families from the 377 in
December 1940. In June 1950, the
board and membership decided to dis-
solve the association. Surplus funds
were kept in escrow until January
1958, when they were donated to the
Greenbelt Rescue Squad for equip-
ment.

THE WAR YEARS . . .

The war years saw a major change
in the physical structure of Greenbelt.
As early as February 1941, the Feder-
al Government announced that a thou-
sand homes for defense workers were
to be constructed at Greenbelt as one
of forty-three defense-housing pro-
jects throughout the United States
designed to relieve the housing short-
age for persons engaged in defense
activities. Funds were to be provided
under the terms of the $l5O million
Lanham Act for defense housing.

Defense Homes
Construction was started in July

1941, and the first families moved in
by December 1941. Excluding the land,
which had already been paid for, and
the school facilities, which were later
added, the entire cost of these 1,000
dwelling units, miscellaneous build-
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ings, roads, and utility systems was
estimated at $4,453,200.

The so-called defense homes devel-
opment was planned to carry out the
model design of the original town,
within the limits of available funds.
There was the same emphasis on open
spaces and on fitting the homes to
the contour of the land. Like the or-
iginal homes, the defense houses were
laid out in superblocks and faced the
interior of the blocks rather than the
streets. But because funds were, limi-
ted, the interior network of paths
was not extended. Underpasses were
omitted, thus eliminating the great-
est safety feature of the original town.
Not enough shade trees were planted
and in general the landscaping was
inadequate.

Schools And Shopping
The addition of the defense homes

raised many problems. Foremost was
that of school facilities. The Center
elementary school was placed on a
double shift as its attendance increas-
ed from 385 in 1939 to 785 in 1943. A
building in the North End designed
for apartments was converted into a
temporary school to accommodate
kindergarten and first and second-
grade children. It was not until the end
of the 1944-45 school year that a 12-
classroom North End elementary
school costing $138,400 was construc-
ted. At the same time, the Greenbelt
High School (now the Greenbelt
Junior High School) was enlarged by

nine rooms at a cost of $97,147.
Another problem arose out of the

fact that there were no shopping fa-
cilities in the North End. The commer-
cial center had been planned so that
no occupant of original Greenbelt
would be more than a half-mile aw-
ay. For some residents of North End,

the shopping center was now over a
mile walking distance, mostly unlevel
land. When the defense homes were
built, a site had been set aside for a
North End shopping center, but there
were no funds available.

Greenbelt Consumer Services (GCS)
filled the breach as best it could. In

January 1943 it converted four of the
rental units on Laurel Hill road into
a temporary grocery store which stay-

ed in existence until 1956. (The store
was later purchased by Greenbelt
Homes, Inc. and converted into four
housing units.) GCS also established
a Co-op Pantry or traveling market
a store on wheels that made the rounds
of the town daily with a varied stock
of groceries, fruits, and other sup-
plies, conveniently displayed for cus-
tomers who walked through the truck.
This service continued until September
1950.

A bus line was also established by
GCS in 1945, bringing customers from
all parts of the town to the center.
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The charge was a nickel. The bus dri-
ver even delivered prescriptions from
the drug store.

Two minor changes in Greenbelt’s
physical shape also took place in the
war years. In 1944, Federal Public
Housing Authority (which succeeded
FSA in 1942) constructed a new main-
tenance building on Oldham road (la-
ter changed to Hamilton road) and an
extension to the commercial center
(now occupied by the Suburban Trust
Company). The fact that these build-
ings were erected before the much-
needed school in the North End stirred
much resentment, but it was explained
that two different government appro-
priations were involved.

Population
Not only did the physical shape of

Greenbelt change during the war, but
also its people. Because of the low
average age of its residents, Greenbelt
gave an unusually high percentage of
its population to the Armed Forces,
and fifteen of its boys made the sup-
reme sacrifice.

During the year ending in Septem-
ber 1942, the turnover in the town’s
population averaged 32.5 percent,
compared with 20 percent in the pre-
war years. A city report showed that
in September 1944 seven years af-
ter Greenbelt was opened - only 313
of the original 879 families were still
here.

So many men left Greenbelt that a
Cooperator editorial of March 17, 1944
referred to it as “a woman’s town.”
Even on the distaff side, many chose
to join the services or otherwise con-
tribute directly to the war effort.
THE POST-WAR YEARS . . .

The post-war years saw a further-
expansion of the town. The co-op op-

ened a new supermarket on Novem-

ber 9, 1948, 62 by 174 feet, at a cost

of approximately $225,000, exclusive
of the cost of equipment. The build-
ing was 2i/2 times the size of the old
food store which had been located in
the area now occupied by the laundro-
mat and post office. The space vacated
by the old food store made possible
the expansion of the variety store into
a junior department store. A bowling-
alley was added to the basement of
the supermarket in November 1950.

Churches
An important development during

this period was the securing of local
homes by the churches after much

patience and perseverance. Public
Housing Administration (successor

agency to FPHA) required that to

make land available to churches, it
must first be advertised for public sale.
To preclude other interests from bid-
ding against the churches, the town

council zoned the sites (which had

been previously selected) for church
use only. Five of the Greenbelt
churches-St. Hugh’s Catholic Church,
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Members of Council
First Council November v 1937 - Eighth Council September 1949-51
September 1938 \ Elizabeth S. Harrington

Sherrod E. East Thomas J. Canning
Robert E. Jacobsen Francis J. Lastner
Louis Bessemer Steve L. Comings
Allen D. Morrison James N. Wolfe
Henry H. Maurer Robert T. Bonham (appointed)

Second Council September 1938-39 Ninth Council September 1951-53
Henry H. Maurer Francis J. Lastner

Louis Bessemer James D. Wolfe
Allen D. Morrison Thomas J. Canning
Ruth Taylor Steve L. Comings
Waiter R. Volckhausen Benjamin P. Goldfaden

Third Council September 1939-41 James C. Smith (appointed)
Henry H. Maurer Tenth Council September 1953-55
George A. Warner . Francis J. Lastner
Ruth Taylor James D. Wolfe
Arthur N. Gawthrop Thomas J. Canning

Thomas B. Ricker Benjamin P. Goldfaden
Edward Walther (appointed) Robert Hurst
Joseph E. Bargas (appointed) Eleventh Council Sept. 1955-57

Sherrod E. East (appointed) Thomas J. Canning
Fourth Council September 1941-43 James D. Wolfe

Allen D. Morrison | Robert Hurst
Curtiss F. Barker § james C. Smith
Francis J. Lastner Alan Kistler
Thomas B. Ricker | Benjamin P. Goldfaden
George F. Bauer r (appointed)

Fifth Council September 1943-45 Twelfth Council Sept. 1957-59
APen D Morrison Thomas J. Canning

J^ L
T

astner James C. Smith
Fred A. DeJaeger

Alan Kistler
George F Bauer Benjamin P. Goldfaden
* u " )ar Stanley R. Edwards
Charles F. Drass (appointed)

,

Sixth Council September 1945-47 Thirteenth Council Sep,. 1909-61

George F. Bauer Alan Kistler

Allen D. Morrison Thomas J. Canning

Paul Dunbar Ed S ar L- Smith
Joseph L. Rogers David C - Champion

John A. Cain Bruce L- Bowman

Seventh Council September 1947-49 . Fourteenth Council Sept. 1961-
Thomas J. Canning Francis W. White

David M. Granaham Thomas J. Canning

Elizabeth S. Harrington David C. Champion

Francis J. Lastner Benjamin P. Goldfaden
Allen D. Morrison William R. Phillips

the Community Church, the Mowatt
Memorial Methodist Church, the
Lutheran Church, and the Jewish
Community Center - then submitted
bids in December 1948 which were
accepted. A sixth church - Greenbelt
Baptist Church - secured a site at a
later date in 1955. All the churches
have constructed their own buildings.

Armory
Another local organization to secure

a home at this time was the Greenbelt
National Guard unit organized in Jan-
uary 1948. The Federal Government
dedicated 8 acres of land to the State
of Maryland for an armory in October
1949. On the site at the juncture of
Glenn Dale road and Southway was
constructed a $300,000 building con-
taining a drillhall, which doubled as
an auditorium, three attractively fur-
nished lounges, an equipped kitchen,

indoor rifle range, seven classrooms,
and a suite of offices. The building
was completed in May 1955, and is
now the headquarters of Battery B,
2nd Howitzer Battalion, 110th Artil-
lery.

Youth Center
One development of keen interest to

the youth of Greenbelt was the acqui-
sition of a $1,300 surplus pub’ic hous-
ing demonstration building for use as
a youth center. The young people
held a tagday and succeeded in rais-
ing the initial SIOO required for a
down payment. To meet other ex-
penses involved in transporting the
building to Greenbelt, equipping the
building, and installing the necessary

utilities, approximately $5,000 was
raised by means of a house-to-house
fund-raising campaign, community
dances, a bingo party, and a car raffle.
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The building, christened the Drop-

Inn, was opened in May 1947 at a
site off the parking lot behind the
food store. The structure, 72 by 40
feet, was converted into a large social
room, game room, kitchen, and snack
bar. It stayed in existence until Oc-
tober 1954, when the activities of the
teen-agers were transferred to the
Community Building (Center School).
THE BIG CHANGEOVER . . .

But the big event of Greenbelt’s
post-war history was the withdrawal
of the Federal Government from the
scene.

As early as August 1940, reports had
circulated that the Federal Govern-
ment was considering the transfer of
Greenbelt to a non-profit local hous-
ing corporation or authority. After
the war, reports of such a transfer per-
sisted, and finally were verified.

Since the Federal Government ow-
ned practically everything in Green-
belt, the problem of disposing of the
project was not restricted just to the
homes. There were also the comme
cial and municipal buildings, the re-
creation and park areas, the swim-
ming pool, the roadways, the public
utilities, and the vacant land.

In July 1946, about 400 residents
of Greenbelt formed a mutual hous-
ing cooperative to negotiate with the
government for the purchase of the
entile project. Public Housing Ad-
ministration (PHA) at first contend-
ed that the sale of original Greenbelt
could not be negotiated but must be
made as the result of advertising and
competitive bidding.

This impasse was resolved by an
act of Congress (Public Lav/ 65), ap-
proved May 19, 1949, which author-
ized PHA to sell the greenbelt towns
without regard to provisions of exis-
ting law requiring competitive bid-
ding or public advertising and at a
fair market value as determined on
the basis of an appraisal by an inde-
pendent real estate expert. The Act
further provided that first preference-
in purchasing be given to veteran
groups organized on a nonprofit basis,
provided they accepted as members
with full privileges, any tenant occu-
pying a dwelling unit in the particular
project at the time of his application.
A down payment ofat least 10 percent
of the purchase price was specified,
the remaining balance to be amortized
over a period of not more than 25
years and to bear interest at 4 percent
per annum.

Housing Corporation
To meet the veteran requirement,

the local housing cooperative reor-
ganized itself into the Greenbelt Vet-
erans Housing Corporation (GVHC).
The name was later changed in July
1957 to Greenbelt Homes, Inc.

In June 1950, PHA announced the
terms and price for the city’s sale. It

offered all of the housing units, the
commercial facilities, and that part
of the undeveloped land not otherwise

"earmarked for $8,522,350. Excluded
from the sale were 1,148 acres of land
south of Greenbelt road which were
later dedicated to the National Capital
Planning Commission for a recrea-
tion area. Also excluded was the land
west of Edmonston road and east of
thv proposed Baltimore-Washington
Parkway.

GVHC accepted the proposal to ne-
gotiate, but the outbreak of the Kor-
ean conflict and the possible need for
emergency housing led to the placing
of a general freeze on all government
property. Negotiations were not re-
sumed until two years later and finally,
on September 26, 1952, GVHC, which
had previously been designated as the
preferred negotiator, executed a pre-
liminary contract of purchase for the
1,575 dwelling units at a price of
$6,285,450.

The Big Sale
Title was transferred on December

30, 1952 when GVHC president Mich-
ael Salzman handed PHA Commis-
sioner John Taylor Egan certified
checks for the required 10 percent
down payment. Money for the down
payment, over and above that contri-
buted by members, was advanced by
Peoples Development Corporation, a
subsidiary of the Farm Bureau In-
surance Companies (now Nationwide
Insurance Co.), another cooperative.
The PDC loan of $150,000 at 5 per-

cent interest was paid off by GVHC
in four years.

In order that there would be no
financial liability on the individual
members of GVHC, the vacant resi-
dential land was purchased by GVHC
in an independent transaction, with
a separate mortgage. The 707.88 acres
of vacant land were obtained for
$670,219 v/ith the corporation making
a 10 percent down payment, the bal-
ance secured by a 15-year mortgage
at 4 percent interest. Again $150,000
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First Post-Sale GHI Board

The first board, elected in February, 1953, after the purchase of the
housing project from the Federal Government, included: (l. to r. standing)
Donald Kern, Joseph Fitzmaurice, Adelbert Long, Ralph Webster, and general
manager Paul Campbell. Seated (l. to r.) are directors Bernard Bordenet,
Bruce Bowman, Mike Salzman, Elliot Bukzin, Percy Andros.

was borrowed frm Peoples Develop-
ment Corporation at 5 percent to make
the initial down payment and to co-
ver initial carrying expenses on the
land for debt service, taxes, and land
use services.

Yet remaining for disposition by
the Federal Government were about
306 apartment units, approximately
850 acres of undeveloped land, the
commercial properties, recreational fa-
cilities, and the public utilities. PHA
was authorized by Congressional ac-
tion to transfer some of these facili-
ties and areas to the local govern-
ment.

Dedication to City
In fact, PHA had already in April

1952 dedicated some 9% miles of roads
to the city, excluding the courts and
parking areas. (The courts were later
in April 1954 dedicated to the city
by GVHC.) On February 14, 1953,
PHA dedicated to the city the water-
distribution system, the sewer mains
and sewage-disposal plant, the fire
alarm system, the community build-
ing, the swimming pool, sanitary fill
area, lake area and picnic grounds,
Indian Springs cemetery, athletic
field, the underpasses, warehouses, 17
small parks and playgrounds, and
certain public road easements.

Not included in the dedication was
the fire and police department build-
ing (now occupied by Greenbelt Real-
ty Co.). The Center Mall and the park-
ing lot behind the supermarket (but
not the west parking lot) were later
dedicated to the city. The electric-
power system was sold by PHA to
the Potomac Electric Power Company.
In 1958 the city dedicated the water
and sewage-disposal system to the
Washington Surburban Sanitary Com-
mission (WSSC).

At one point the situation was so
confused over what was being dedi-
cated to the city that WSSC spent
about $15,000 renovating the water
tower under the impression that the
tower was on property that would be"
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dedicated to WSSC. The tower turn-
ed out to be on ¦ city property and
the improvements were gratis.

Other Property
The next step in the withdrawal

of the Federal Government from the
local scene was taken in April 1953,
when the 12 apartment buildings were
put out for open competitive bids.
Greenbelt Development Corporation,
a subsidiary of GVHC, acquired for a
20 percent down payment two apart-
ment buildings on Parkway, contain-
ing 60 apartments, a double row of
garages and a choice corner site, at a
cost of $166,812. PHA took a 25-year
mortgage on this property at 4% per-
cent interest. The ten other apart-
ment buildings were sold to private in-
dividuals.
In June 1954, the remaining undevel-

oped land was sold at open competi-
tive bids to private individuals. In-
volved were 505 acres west of Edmon-
ston road and 313 acres east of the
Baltimore-Washington Parkway. To
date little development has taken place
on this land, all of which is within
the corporate limits of Greenbelt. A
new shopping center, called the Belt-
way Plaza, was opened on the tract
near the B & O railroad in February
1962. A luxury-type apartment pro-
ject known as Springhill Lake is ex-
pected to rise shortly in the area
northwest of the Greenbelt Junior
High School.

The final act in the drama took place
in October 1954 when the last piece
of PHA property in Greenbelt was
sold. Involved were the properties of
the commercial center (exclusive of
the land previously purchased by GCS
for its supermarket). The high bidder
was a private real estate firm from
Philadelphia. Upon the expiration of
its leases in October 1956, GCS vaca-
ted the various stores comprising the
commercial center and consolidated its
food, drug, and general merchandise
operations into the supermarket build-
ing, which had been expanded at a

cost of $200,000. Also vacated was
the old gasoline station when GCS
opened up a new SIOO,OOO station on
Southway.

The attitude of the town toward
the Federal Government’s withdrawal
was probably best summed up by an
editorial in the April 16, 1953 Cooper-
ator: “How long we have waited to
get out of the clutches of PHA and its
control of our budget and city ser-
vices.” But all was not smooth sailing.

Finances and Taxes
The immediate impact of Federal

withdrawal was on the finances of
the city government. The city was
now required to perform major con-
struction and repair work and to pro-
vide insurance and maintenance for
the community building, parks, and
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MAYORS OF GREENBELT
Louis Bessemer November 1937 - September 1938
Henry H. Maurer September 1938 - January 1940
George A. Warner January 1940 - February 1941
Arthur N. Gawthrop February 1941 - September 1941
Allen D. Morrison September 1941 - September 1945
George F. Bauer September 1945 - September 1947
Thomas J. Canning September 1947 - September 1949
Elizabeth S. Harrington September 1949 - June 1951
Francis J. Lastner June 1951 - December 1954
Thomas J. Canning December 1954 - September 1959
Alan Kistler September 1959 - September 1961
Francis W. White September 1961 -

City Managers
Roy S. Braden November 1937 - October 1943
James T. Gobbel October 1943 - July 1948
Charles T. McDonald July 1948 -

Population Of Greenbelt
1940 2,831
1950 7,074
1960 7,479

other facilities, the costs of which
were formerly borne by PHA. The
city also faced the prospect of paying
rent for the fire and police department
building and the city administration
offices, which it had previously occu-
pied free. Already, since March 1950,
the city had carried the cost of trash
collection as part of that year’s agree-
ment with PHA regarding its pay-
ments in lieu of taxes.

With PHA no longer providing pay-
ments in lieu of taxes, the community
had to depend on its own tax resour-
ces to finance the services its citizens
had become accustomed to. The city
already had one of the highest tax
rates in Prince Georges County, as it
was providing services that few com-
munities in Maryland could match.

Economies
A harbinger of what was to come

was the decision of the city to dis-
continue the kindergarten after June
1, 1952, as the result of PHA’s re-
fusal to permit its payments to be
used to support the kindergarten.

With the changeover, other ser-
vices were also given a close scrutiny.
The hope was that greater depen-
dence could be placed upon county fa-
cilities that had frequently been de-
clined in the past because of a con-
viction that Greenbelt could do bet-
ter.

As a result of this review, the bud-
get for the calendar year 1955 elim-
inated two duplicative services for
which the taxpayers had been paying
taxes to both the city and the county.
The first was the library which had
been a city-supported activity since
its inception in June 1939. It was in-
tegrated into the Prince Georges
County Memorial Library system

on July 1, 1955. The other was the
city-financed Greenbelt Fire Depart-

ment which was converted into a vol-
unteer fire department. This move
made the fire department, together
with the local rescue squad, eligible

to receive county and State financial
support.

Another economy move led to the
elimination of a full-time public health
nurse. In addition, the garbage and
trash collection service was dropped

as a budget item and put on a serv-
ice fee basis, thus excluding it from
the tax rate. Through these efforts,
the city was able to bring the tax
rate down from $2.14 per SIOO as-
sessed valuation in 1954 to $1.71 in
1955.
EXPANSION OF GREENBELT . . .

One of the chief arguments for low-
ering of the tax rate was to encourage
new residential construction in Green-
belt. Progress was slow, however, des-
pite the hopes raised by the opening
of the Baltimore-Washington Park-
way in October 1954 which reduced the
commuting time from Greenbelt to

downtown Washington to 25 minutes.

The 709 acres of vacant land pur-
chased by GVHC was transferred in
June 1954 to Greenbelt Land Impro-

vement Corporation (GLIC), its whol-
ly-owned subsidiary. After several un-
successful attempts by cooperative
housing organizations to develop the
vacant land, GVHC sold GLIC to War-
ner-Kanter Construction Company, a
private developer, in May 1955. This
developer, however, also had difficul-
ties in getting started, although four
demonstration homes were built at

the semicircle between the Greenbelt
Armory and the American Legion
Home.
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Thus, for the first five years fol-
lowing the sale of the undeveloped
land to GVHC the only new housing in
Greenbelt were the Lakeside and
Woodland Hills subdivisions. The for-
mer consisted of 65 single-family
house lots in a 25-acre wooded area
overlooking the Greenbelt athletic field
and the lake. The fully-developed lots
were purchased as a unit from GVHC
at the end of 1953 by a group of
local residents. Each lot owner was
free to construct his own home, al-
though required to adhere to stand-
ards set by the homeowners associa-
tion.

Woodland Hills consisted of 49 lots
along Northway and Woodland Way
extended on 18 acres of land that had
been purchased from Warner-Kanter
in December by a local cooperative.
The homes were constructed under
cooperative principles but each home-
owner received individual title to his
home.

In 1958, Warner-Kanter sold a 38-
acre site off Crescent road adjacent
to the Woodland Hills subdivision to
J. Evans Buchanan & Co., who within
a year erected 104 free-standing de-
tached homes in a subdivision named
Lakewood. Also in 1959 four luxury-
type, air-conditioned apartment build-
ings containing 83 units, known as
the Greenbelt Plaza Apartments, were
constructed in the Parkway area by
a private developer, Charles

Government Building
Matching the attempts at private

building, the city of Greenbelt also
engaged in a building program. The
need for a recreation building, a vol-
unteer fire department and rescue
squad building, and a municipal office
building had been felt for years. With
the closing of the condemned Drop-
Inn in October 1954, the youth of
Greenbelt were particularly handi-
capped, even though they were still
able to schedule activities at the
Community Building (Center School).

In June 1959, the city secured ini-
tial funds for the building program
by selling the Community Building to

Prince Georges County Board of Edu-
cation for $260,000. In September
1959, the voters approved a referen-
dum calling for a $200,000 long-term
loan or bond issue to provide the ad-

ditional financing needed to construct

all three buildings.
The year 1961 saw the completion

of both the volunteer fire department
and rescue squad building and the re-
creation building. The former was lo-
cated on Crescent road between St.
Hugh’s Rectory and Parkway and
cost $146,089, including $7,912 for
city-contributed labor and equipment.

The recreation building, officially

titled the Greenbelt Youth Center, was
placed on a hillside site northwest of
the swimming pool and overlooking the

ball field at Braden Memorial Field.
It cost $156,905, including $4,062 in
city-contributed labor and equipment.

In the case of both buildings, equip-
ment and furnishings were provided
by volunteer groups. The Volunteer
Fire Department and Rescue Squad
and the Ladies Auxiliary donated ap-
proximately $12,000 and the Youth
Center Advisory Board, through funds
raised by Labor Day Festivals and
other means, about $17,000. Plans for
the municipal office building are still
on the drawing boards.

The original planners of Greenbelt
envisioned some development in the
environs of the city that would pro-
vide employment opportunities for lo-
cal residents. In April 1960, the first
major development providing such op-
portunities opened the Federal
Government’s Goddard Space Flight
Center located on a 550-acre tract

on Glenn Dale road about two miles
east of the Greenbelt exit from the
Ealtimore-Washington Parkway. As
the main research center for the Nat-
ional Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration and central control point for
this country’s Mercury (man-into-
space) Project, the Space Center’s
seven buildings now house 2,300 em-
ployees, about two-thirds of whom
are scientists and technicians.

Community Planning
For the future, the major problem

facing Greenbelt is the development
of the vacant land in away that is

That the first issue of the Co-
operator had as contributors present
Greenbelters John P. Murray and
Fan and Nat Schein and that within
the next three years the following

Following is the famous article which appeared in the first issue of
the Cooperator and was reprinted in the Baltimore Sun. Written by Mary
E. Van Clevve, it captured the pioneer spirit of the early settlers of Green-
belt.

We Pioneers
We did not arrive in Greenbelt after long, tiresome miles by covered

wagon; nor did we find this place by chance. We were not first to gaze
upon this spot of ground; nor did we cut down trees in order to build
our homes. Nor is it necessary to clear the land to plant our crops that
we may eat, nor dig a well that we may quench our thirst.

Yes, we are pioneers —of a new way of living. We are the sculptors
handling the soft, yielding clay of a new community. What form shall
we mold out of it?

This project has given most of us an opportunity we’d never anticipa-
ted. We are in the process of creating homes! Our families and our children
will live under laws of our own making. Only in our fondest and most
youthful dreams have we imagined such a chance. What willwe make of it?

Let us make good laws wise laws, and not too many of them. Let
us keep ourselves, our community, our city government, our ideals,, as clean
as our new, windswept roofs. Let us conduct ourselves and the manage-
ment of our Greenbelt in such away as to deserve the pride with which
all America willbe looking on.

We who have been endowed with the greatest heritage on earth by our
ancestors still have that hardiness and determination underneath. Green-
belt will be a success, with the cooperation of her citizens and with the
help of God. We willhave proved ourselves we pioneers!

consistent with the principles followed
in the original planning of the com-
munity. The vacant land, which was
subdivided into various parcels and
sold by Warner-Kanter in December
1959, has now changed hands several
times. Generally each change has
precipitated a zoning controversy,
because of the desire of some of the
owners to concentrate on developing
the property as commercial or apart-
ment sites.

The most recent battle developed in
early 1962 over an application for
commercial zoning by the owners of
a 56-acre triangular site bounded by
Kenilworth Avenue, Greenbelt Road,
and the proposed Circumferential
Highway .The county commissioners
turned down the application for re-
zoning, but only after a lively public
hearing which saw the community
divided as to the wisdom of develop-
ing the land for a regional shopping
center. At the same time, the county
commissioners denied requests for zo-
ning for multiple-family dwellings and
apartments on much of the remaining
420 acres of vacant land.

Efforts are now being made by the
Advisory Planning Board, a council-
appointed group of Greenbelt resi-
dents, to prepare a master land plan
for Greenbelt, outlining the direction
in which the community would like
to see future development. The owners
of the vacant land have indicated their
approval of this approach.

Did You Know?
names of present residents appeared
on the masthead: Peggy Markfield,
Lester Sanders, John C. Maffay, Ben
and Ethel Rosenzweig, Elizabeth Gold-
faden, Helen and Abe Chasanow.
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